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Co-ordinatorial
Here | am again. Still hoping Someonewill step
up to the Co-ordinatorjob so that | can spend
moretime on EO trustee work; but now | have
less than one moreyearas a trustee!
EO needs newvolunteers able to share someof
the work, and for mostofit you don’t need to
beatrustee ... Arce, December 2015

ReaderContributions
Manythanksto our regular contributors — and
to those whosurprise us with something new...
Membersoftentell us how muchthey enjoy
reading other home educators’ experiences and
ideas - but often these are written on blogs,
emaillists, facebook, etc. and caneasily belost.
Please consider also sending your thoughts to
the newsletter, to share in a more permanent
form and provideinspiration for others. Short
or long(ish!) letters, articles, ideas for activities,
how homeeducation worksfor you... anything
HE-relatedis interesting for other families.
Manythanks to Amberfor cover drawing -
we'd love to have more contributions from
children!
Please send to: eonl@educationotherwise.org
Or: PO Box 63, Swaffham, PE37 9AT
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Local Contacts and Helpline Volunteers
Always needed! If you've had support from EO
in the past and want to give somethingback; or
you now have enough experience of home
education to share with others and wantto
experience the ‘glow’ you can getfrom
supporting new home educators, please get in
touchto find out more.
Contact: e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org

   

                        

    

Reviews/Amazon Store Co-ordinator
Tammy's family commitments have increased
andshe’sfindingit difficult to give time to book
reviews and the EO AmazonStore. If this
would interest you, please contact Tammyat
bookreviews@educationotherwise.org

Revising Website Pages
Do you have expertise in a particular section?
Notice anything outofdate(there’s probably
lots!)? Do tell us — butplease,if possible, offer
also to revise and updatethesectionorarticle.
Contact: publications@educationotherwise.org

Newsletter Co-ordinator
To liaise with other members of NL team,
collate contributions into completefile and
ensureit is delivered to printer on time... N.B.
Co-ordinator does not normally write articles
but minorediting is involved. Furtherdetails
of whatactually happensin practice and FAQs
from arix@educationotherwise.org  



 
FIRST YEAR OF HOME EDUCATION

Wewereintroduced to the concept of
HomeEducation through a friend, who
suggested we go alongto a local Arts and
Crafts groupcalled Eureka. Although a
little daunting, the families werefriendly,
inviting and openly honestabouttheir
Home Ed experiences. We were
immediately struck by dedicationof the
parentsto providing exciting educational
activities and the enthusiasm and
confidence of the happy children
completing them.
My partnerand| have twochildren,a girl
aged 10 and a boy aged 7. Both went to
Montessori Nurseries for their pre-school
years andthenattended ourlocalvillage
Churchof England Primary School. Weare
not anti-school and havegenerally had
good experiences,but followinga period of
ill health we decided to spend moretime
togetheras a family and didn’t wantto be
restricted by rigid term-times. Thankfully,
we had a Head Mistress whowastotally
supportive of our decision and we were
able to de-register easily. We are known to
the LA butto date have notyet received a
visit.
Predictably, we have had mixedreactions
from non-home educatorsas to our
decision. Interestingly, the main concern
raised has been whetherour children will
miss outon the socialisation that school
provides. However,this notion couldn't be
further from the truth. We are out and
aboutwith ourlocal groupnearly 3 or 4
days a weekandthe children have more
close friendships than ever before, without
the negative influences of peer pressure
and bullying.
Initially, we began by providing a very
structured curriculum,almost schoolat
home. However,over time it became
apparentthat this approach did notsuit
their learning style and we have moved

wv

towards project basedlearning, focusing
on their interests. So far we have covered
The Ancient Egyptians, The Victorians,

 

The Tundra and TheBattle of Hastings; we
are just about to embarkon project about
Africa and a scienceproject investigating
states of matter.
Being fairly new, we have foundlocal
Home Education Facebook groups
extremely helpful for support, inspiration
and organising activities. Additionally,
PopArt Educationhasbeenvery usefulfor
reviewing online resources.
It has beenvery satisfying to see the
progress the children have madeover the
year andthe increasein their confidence.
Obviously, we have had ourups and
downs,but have to confess it would not
have been suchaneasyrideif it had not
been for our local Home Education group's
support andinspiration.

Sarah, Norfolk
 



 
New

Oneofthe interesting outcomesfrom family history discussion groups which are now quite
popularis that many participants have recorded theresults of their research in very readable
books. These nowgivevital additions and explanationsto the formally available historical
background,helping us to understandin much betterdetail why history took place in the way
thatit did. Someparticipants have also beenableto correlate aspects of this between family
membersin different countries and this has educationalimplications for history and our ability
not only to know moreaboutit, but to advance educationitself by understanding so much more
about why as well as how ourpast occurred.
Homeeducators arefree to enable their own children to benefit when such advancesin
education are being pioneered, which even governments are nowslowlyrealising, are capable of
addressing specific and essential needsoftheir families, which more formal approachesoften
have considerable difficulty in first acknowledging and then trying to address.
Someinvestigations into education havepartly arisen becauseofthe newsof so manyavoidable
disasters, arising themselves from strongly polarised views. This has prompted someparents to
ask howit is that educationis failing to effectively co-ordinate the avoidance of such destructive
effects on civilization, after so many opportunities have occurredfor that to have been more
effectively achieved by now.
Investigation into such failures seemsto show thatthetraditionalstudy of history has been
failing in its educational requirementto adequately prepare and assist us to avoid repeating the
disastrous mistakesofthe past. This seems to have been caused bythehistorical lessons that
would have providedcritical understanding and so avoidanceof such pastproblems, having
been sidelined and even removedfordifferent reasons from the curriculum. This hasleft history
as a subject unable to carry out its most important educational functionforall of us in today's
international world, unfairly leaving manyoftoday's families to face polarisation and war, and
severely damagingtheirlives andfutures as a result. As this failure has now become a major
causeof the migrationcrisis, governments are now having to look for a more appropriate and
longer term solution for such a serious problem than just more fences and new border
regulations.
For any reasonable chancethat this problem can be addressed andso start to safeguard the
future of everyone's children through education,essential historical lessons from the past must
notbelost. Instead they mustbe investigated and duly restored to the curriculum, where they
mustbe part ofthe essential learning curve for understanding and co-operation required by
everyonefor protecting and improvingcivilization for following generations.

g One exampleofa vital historical lesson now acceptedas having been
lost from nearly all British sourced history curricula, is the omission of
the majordiscussion in the League of Nations after World WarI, about
the needto introduceinternational educationin all schools through
the use of Esperanto.
“Flag ofthe LeagueofNations (1939-1941)"http://www.fotw.net/. Licensed
under Public Domain via Commons-

SOCIETE DES NATIONS https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_the_League_of Nations

LEAGUEOF NATION:

The League discussion was a responseto the war,the timing of the outbreak of which caused the
cancellation in August 1914 ofthe largest International Esperanto meeting byfar ever held in
the world upto that time. Any continuing omission now, of such a majorinternationaleffort to
prioritise education over war, would be to continueto ignore the personalwartimesacrifice of
millions of families, who believed thattheir suffering and losses had provided the international
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opportunity via the League,to identify and then to overcomesucha failure in formal education
for following generations.
Reading the sad record now of howofficial arguments were continually being made against such
an obvious educational advance,giving the effect of being officially against the learning of
anything from history, seems to suggestthatit maystill be families themselves throughtheir
ongoing efforts and research, whostill needto be relied uponfor practical advancein
overcoming such educationalbarriers.
The present ongoing World WarI centenary provides the opportunity to learn from history and
be sure now,that such an advantageof educationis certainly notlostfor our children and
families everywherethis time. Just examining such an issue opensupthe discussion so
essential now,of howto avoid the abuseofnational and public feeling that enabled the wrecking
of one ofthefirst opportunities in recent history for advancing education and understanding
that wasalready plannedto beheld in Paris in August 1914.
Thereis now a responsibility on all of us to ensurethat international education becomes more
effective, so that thereis a realistic and practical chanceofgetting together to address the issues
facing all of our children. Amongsttheseis Climate Change, which for progressin addressing it
requires a good foundation of co-operation and understandingthathas often been missing from
the formal attempts to get agreementup to now. Governments being awareofthat and the other
ongoing problemstheystill face, will be relieved to know that there are concerned parents who
are prepared to support the necessary educational advancethat will ensure that there is
progressin educationalareasthatfor too long have suffered from unnecessary traditional
barriers to progress.
The wholeissue of requiring international education to establish peace on a more secure
foundation did not comeas a surprise to the pre and post World WarII education community, as
manyhadstarted their teachingcareers in the interwar years. During that period public
knowledge about Esperanto andthe discussion aboutits proposed use in schools was much
better known about than now. This was because the League of Nations’ discussion for three
years from 1920 to 1923 had required the League to make a full investigation into Esperanto use
here and aroundthe world,so thatthe casefor its use would be properly known and
understood. Theresult of that investigation was madeavailable as an official League document
in the UK from 1922.As the discussion aboutthis continued,in 1923 the Germaneducation
minister stated that he supportedthe use of Esperanto. This providedthe British government
with an ideal opportunity to respond appropriately and introduce Esperantointo British
education so that our education systems would thenbejointly providing the foundation for
better international understanding and educational advance towardsdealing with the real
problemsthatstill needed to be addressed. Attendingto these issues, which families
everywhere after World War| werestill waiting and hopingfor their governments to deal with,
would have greatly reduced the chance of a media-supporteddrift into international
confrontation and World WarIl.
Itis no wonderthat soon after World WarII, some heads,oftenofgirls’ schools, were making
quite pointed comments during their speech days aboutthestate ofthe world into which they
would shortly be expectedto release their pupils. This was because they were aware of the
advancethat should have been introduced into British education, but which had nottakenplace,
leaving open the chanceoffailure once again to introduce an educational foundation much more
likely to support understanding and peace,after the interwar experience had already shown
how dangerous such a failure would be.
Their protests indicated that they were further aware that the League research had shownthat
because Esperantois a planned language, which wasspecifically designedto be easy to learn by
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avoiding the irregularities of grammarand spelling in nearly all national languages,it provides a
far moreefficient and better introduction to languagelearning for young children than other
languages. This was demonstrated whenit wasseen that Esperanto was mastered much more
quickly by pupils in comparison with any national language. This enables it to provide the basic
training in languagelearningfirst, while children are youngandstill at an age when they cannot
be expected to know which foreign languagestheywill feel it appropriate to learn later. But in
the meanwhile they will already have achieved a languageskill they can use anywherein the
world, an appropriate preparationforthelife they will beliving.
Schools have sometimestried to give children experiencetastersin severaldifferent languages.
This is better doneas part of languagelearningtraining using Esperanto, whichitself gives
experience of the same wordroots that Latin used to do, so acclaimed by educationalists. It
achievesthis by dispensing with the wasteofactually learning Latin, since a widely used
affordable internationallanguagelike Esperantogives the same word rootbenefits, together
with a languagethat pupils can actually master anduseforthe rest oftheir lives. Its unique low
learning cost and confidence building ability gives the opportunity forall children to have a good
wordroot foundation for their language learning by notrestricting that benefit onlyto fee
paying and grammarschools. It is amazing that this advanceis notofficially recognised now and
in use everywhere becauseofits sheer affordability, as even the foremost ProfessorofLatin at
Cambridgeas far back as 1907 had declared, after examining the case and
supportingit, that Esperanto is the 'Latin of Democracy’.
There is probably an even more fundamentalreasonforchildren especially
in the UK to learn Esperanto,andthatis becauseit gives them,uniquely,
the opportunity to becomeinternationally the best educatedchildren in i
the world. This is becauseastheir birth language, English,is already an
international language, they uniquely then have the opportunity to learn
the moreaffordable international languageof Esperanto. This will potentially open
communicationfor them,with all the restof the children in the world, being the majority, who
will never have the chanceto learn English becauseofits quite unaffordable expense for them.
So the English child with Esperantois truly prepared and ready in communication termsfor the
world theywill inhabit. They and their parentswill also be co-operating with those parents in
other countries, who have already made the commitmentfor their children to learn Esperanto,
having beenableto do this becauseofthe vastly lowercostofthat choice for their children's
international education when comparedto the unaffordable costof learning English.
This languagedecision,the benefits of whichfor the rest of the world can onlyreally be taken for
their children by British and other English speakingparents, provides the equivalentof a vast
cash donation to charity for improvinglife for those in the developing world. This is because of
such a decision's ability to increasingly reducethecostofall the international communication
necessary for work bycharities, for which otherwise they must use considerable funds from
their donationsforthe translations necessary for their work to take place. Thisis truly an
exampleoffamilies in the industrial world using their freedom to take educationaldecisions to
achieve an expandingbeneficialeffect, that just making donations could never achieve in any
equivalent way. As governments are nowfaced with having to addressthe migrationcrisis
within the budgetlimitations thatexist, then they have before them a fundamentalpartof the
solution, for which parents in the developing world are already showingthe way, by puttingit
into practice for their own children.

Mike, Rye
References: Tuition available: www.lernu.net
An excellent exampleof howparents in Africa are encouraging their children with international education at
the ZamenhofInstitute in Lomein Togo canbe seenat: http://unuighotogolandaporesperanto.jimdo.com/
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MusingsofaPermanently

Frazzled

Mummy-MeetingoneoftheGreats

You'll be relieved to hear that we havesurvived our little foray intolife without technology, and
we're entering November remarkably unscathed. Thefirst few days were met with an
unexpected positivity byall four ragamuffins, and they enthusiastically helped me drawupa list
of ‘Things to do withoutusing a screen’to hang on ourkitchen wall(an idea I'd pinched from my
old friend who loves her greenhouse!) We madeit to nearly 50 before my hand started to ache,
but we figured we'd got enoughto be getting on with. My biggest screen addict, number two
child, was frequently to be foundstaringatthelist and looking glum because he ‘honestly can’t
decide whatto do’, yet on day four, he wasthe child whovirtually skipped down thestairs in the
morning declaring that‘It’s so wonderful to have so manyinteresting and exciting things to do’.
I wish all habits were so quickly and easily broken!
So, how did we passour time? Well, I got on with my usualbaking, chatting on the EO support
line, indulging mylittle OCD habit of sweeping myfloor (obviously a ‘good’ habit to have!)
researchinginterestingactivities to provide at my next monthly home-ed meet-up, researching
possible Christmas presents for the ragamuffins that wouldn't break the bank, were preferably
notplastic, and possibly had somesortofeducational value. But for the gang, their month
looked dramatically different: they were allowedto keep their early morning screentime, and
wedid all enjoy catching up on episodesof‘The Yorkshire Vet’ (number two has decided he
wants to be a vet, so | put it downto research) but the large chunkofeach day was spent doing
things together.  
They became immersedin our new family hobbyof‘post-crossing’ and spentages scouring the
world mapto identify where we were sending cards to and where we'd received them from, and
finding out whatlifeis like in each location; they re-discovered countless science kits and board
games; they invented many new dramatic characters and role-playedto their hearts content;
they rehearsedtheirparts for their dramaclass; chose a multitude of new vegetarian meals from
myrecipe booksthat they wanted metotry outfor them;the girls spent a fair few hours playing
‘schools’; and the boysre-ignited their obsession with lego. Actually, they spenttheir time doing
many, many morethingsthanthat, and | was surprised at how they managedto fill the hours
with onlythevery slightest whine now and again. In fact, hubby and I weresothrilled at how
beautifully they got on togetherall month that we've decided to continue our ‘screen-free’
daytime,indefinitely...

 



 
Octoberalso broughtwithit little trip to Coventry for the EO AGM,whereit wasgreat to catch
up with friends we'd madeat the AGM the previous year. The kids took up where they'd left off
with each other, and enjoyed a few hours exploring the museum while wechatted all things EO.
This year we had the added bonusof havingIris Harrison join us, and I must admit, felt like we
had home-edroyalty in our midst. | was more thana tad excited! I hadto try really hard to hold
myexcitementin andnotletit bubble over into the high-pitched,relentless chatter thatfriends
often hear when I’m enthusiastic. It was all | could do to restrain myself andnot askfor her
autograph (hubby had made mepromisebeforehand!). Eek! It’s THE Iris Harrison — the intrepid
explorer whosingle-handedly foughtoff the mountain lion, then swam theNile with her kids
perched onherback....0k so perhapsnot, but for those of you who maynotbefamiliarwithIris,
it is downto her family’s strength and resilience, and determinationto fight, that the British
Court of Law recognises autonomouseducation as a legal and acceptable form of home
education. Do a bit of research sometime:it’s an inspiring and humblingtale.
Whilst chatting with Iris, | was struck by just how much freedom she had encouraged her
children to enjoy, and how shenever once worried about them leaving homeilliterate, despite
severalofthem being severely dyslexic. She had simply remained confidentthattheirskills
would develop whentheywereready, and hadnot even thoughtofcoercing them into doing any

phonics whatsoever. Tales ofher
children taking an old car engine apart,
then teaching themselves how to put it
back together again, made mereflect on
how controlled my children’s largely
unschooled existencestill is. We do very
little that looks like school, but I find I'm
frequently encouraging them to perhaps
not do that muddyactivity today, because
I'm having a bad OCDday andcan’t face
anymore mess,or suggesting that they
get such-and-suchactivity out, so that |
can then mentally tick off that they've
doneatleast one thing recently that an
LA visitor might approve of (even though
weremain ‘unknown’!)

 

I think it may be time for meto loosen the reins somewhat, with myboysatleast, andlearn to
trust them little more with what they needto learn, and when. Although having researched the
entry requirements for a Veterinary degreefor our 2" born,| found myanxiety levels rocketing,
so I quickly purchased a textbook(myfirst ‘formal’ purchasesince those headyearly days of
deciding to home educate), and | settled downatthe kitchen table with both boysforus to get
started on the first rung on the ‘working towards ourfuture’ ladder. Does a builder need GCSE
Biology, myfirst-born wanted to know. This one does,I replied! I guessit’s partly the ex-
teacherin me,partly the financial costofany ofthe kids potentially wanting/needingto take a
bunch of GCSEsat any onetime, andalsothetinylittle fear that resides in me, and sometimes
rearsits ugly head, that perhaps my kids aren’t up to directing their own learning. I know that
truly and honestly, they are, andit all happensbeautifully when I manage to keep mysticky beak
outoftheir business, but I can’t seem to totally quash that nigglinglittle doubt. Perhaps some
lengthier chats with Iris would dothetrick...
Weintend to spend the next couple of months hiding away from the wind andrain,
experimenting with somenewfestive culinary creations, making cards andgifts to send to
relatives, and enjoying somegoodole’classic Christmassyfilms in front of the roaringfire. It’s a
wonderfullife!
Wishingyou all a happy andhealthy festive season. (nameand address supplied)
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HE Around the World — Poland
ByCorinna Spellerberg

Since 2012,the schoolstarting age for Polish kids attending school has been lowered to 5
(goes up to 18). The good news is that homeschoolingis legal in this Eastern European
country. Andthe even better newsthatthe law has been changed recently — in favour of
homeeducating families!

 

Whereas in thepastparents could only applyto theirlocal head of school exclusively (with
the decision to permit or forbid homeschoolingentirely in the hands of that principal), they
can nowin fact approach any school and askfor the required permission. In practice this
meansthey canfind andapplyata schoolthatis friendly and well-meaning towards home
educators(a so-called umbrella school).
Despite that changefor the better, the HSLDAestimates that only 500 families are actively
involvedin learning outsideof school, the reasonsfor which are unknown: maybe parents
are just not awareoftheir options. Or they shy away from thestrict andhighly regulated
supervision providedby the schools. Afterall, the school that grants the permissionis also
the one wherechildrensit their end of year exams,and onfailing these the permission to
homeschoolis revoked — which could create quite a lot of pressure on families.
With the new, improved law in place, the Polish Association for Home Educationstates that
in 2013 the numbers had already increased to 1 500 students and were constantlyrising .

(http://www.hslda.org/hs/international/poland/201305090.asp).

Image: Map

      
          
           

 

Density ofcollegiate-levelinstitutions of higher
education across PolandBIALYSTOKJast0%z, Caren° sypsoszez2‘Cytbeuw° 9) "PL-uczelnie" by Reytan - Own work. Licensed under
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¢ A Christian organisation thatoffers legal advice and help. The website also has many
newspaperarticles, not quite so recent:
http://www.hslda.org/hs/international/poland/default.asp

IS, wikipedia. iki, ‘ooling international sta nd_ statistics
e Polish Home Education Association: http://Awww.edukacja.domowa.pl/ (only in Polish);

contact: homeed@poczta.onet.pl
e Another Polish home education organisation: http://www.edukacjadomowa.pl/ (only in

Polish); contact: info@edukacjadomowa.pl
. http://roadtopoland.blogspot.co.uk/p/moving-comapny.html. (blog by an American

expatriate family homeschooling in Poland)
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Book Reviews & EO Amazon Store
Onthese long, dark evenings, snuggling on the sofa with a good bookis oneoflife’s greatest
pleasures! Ifyou and yourfamily like to indulge why not share with usthe books that you are
currently enjoying? We love getting book reviewsfrom ourreadersso please consider
submitting a review of a book. The email address is: bookreviews@educationotherwise.org.
Did you knowthat Education Otherwise has an Amazonstore? It is full of a wide range of books
and gamesfor parents andchildrenthat are perfect for home educators. By shoppingin the
store you are helping Education Otherwisein its work to support homeeducatorsin the United
Kingdom. You canaccessthestore byvisiting www.educationotherwise.net andclicking on the
link in the top right hand corner.
Thank you to Amberfor the review ofyour favourite dragon books (and also for coverpicture!).

Title: Eragon [book 1 of The Inheritance Cycle]
Author & Illustrator; Christopher Paolini
ISBN: 978-0-552-55209-7 Price: £7.99
Reviewed by: Amber Rose, age 12.
| Love dragons, and the best books | have read so far are: Eragon,
eldest, Brisingr & iheritance - by Christopher Paolint.
have made 12 dragons out of material, and some have wire in the
wings-head. One of them had wire downhis body.
[Christopher Paolini was educated at home. His abiding love offantasy and science
fiction inspired him to begin writing his debut novel, Eragon, at age 15.]

 

****® VACANCY FOR REVIEWS/AMAZON CO-ORDINATOR ****
Having lookedafter the EO AmazonStore and BookReviewsfor someyears, Tammy wouldlike to
hand the job over to someoneelse. Tammyis happyto give you an outline of whatsheactually does,
but thenit’s rather up to you whatyou makeofit. If this would interest you, please contact Tammy
at: bookreviews@educationotherwise.org

ARCHIVEREVIEWS
{A taster ofprevious contributions from EONL 158, June 2004. There used to be a team of EOfamily reviewers, who

sometimes got a new bookfree on condition they reviewedit. In NL 158 there were 5 pagesofreviews!] The Gold Spectre by Elizabeth Arnold
A wonderful ghoststory abouta city boy, Joe, whois
sent to stay with grandparents in Scotland onlyto get
involved with a crime from the distantpast involving
the Gold Rushof 1868 and whatturns outto be his
murdered ancestor. One ofthe BlackCatseries, a
fabulous read... Mum C with J (7)
£4.99 ISBN 0-7136-6655-2 A&C Black
The Usborne Book of Art Skills by Fiona Watt
This book has not stopped being lookedat since we
receivedit! Weall love art and have several books along
the lines of ‘things to make anddo’, but many either
seem too basic, or have picturesoffinished works which
are so perfect that they can be demoralising for our
buddingartists. This one, however,is different. It
contains manyfresh ideas, or old ideas given a new

twist, and is both written and presented in sucha style
that it is appealing and accessible to all ages. We were
all desperateto getstarted straight away. The only
drawback is the arguing over whose turn it is to look at
the book next... Mum K with H (7) and H (4)
£12.99 ISBN 0-7460-4746-0 Usborne

Fall Outby Lynda Waterhouse
Stella Kirbyis a girl who has had a huge argument with
herbest friend, Lottie. They never see each other any
more. This book is about whatherlife is like without a
best friend and while her otherfriends are all behaving
oddly. As the book progresses,Stella realises that she
actually wants to go back to being best friends with
Lottie, but it seems to be very difficult. This is a good
book which I enjoyed reading. E (13)
£5.99 ISBN 1-85340-758-5 Piccadilly  



 
Sir Gadabout Goes Overboard by Martyn Beardsley
A story about a knight whois clumsy and dippy.
It made us laugh sometimes especially the
Chilliwilly Islands!, but on the whole it wasn't a good
story, quite boring... M (6)
£4.99 ISBN 1-84255-2740 Dolphin

 

The Usborne Illustrated Dictionary of Maths
Another excellent value book from Usbornethisis for
anyone studying maths. Suitable for a wide age
(including adults) it has over 500 cleardefinitionsofall
the main mathematical terms and concepts. There are
hundredsofclear explanatory illustrations and diagrams
with plenty of worked examples showing howto put the
theory into practice. Lots of useful cross-referencing and
many Internet links for those wholike to use the web.
Wehavefound it to be a most valuable and frequently
used resources. A book you willdip into time and time
again... Mum S, with O (10)
£8.99 ISBN 0-760-5157-3 Usborne

Maisie Morris and the Awful Arkwrights
by Joanna Nadin
Maisie must save all the old people at Withering
Heights Retirement Home from the evil owners Mr and
Mrs Arkwright. Enter Mr Cumberbund and Monkey
Onassi ! I liked this book because it’s strange, | think
Mr Cummerbundis funny with all his magic equipment
and medicines. Maisie is great with her flying bed and
Monkey Onassis - internationaljewelthief- is really
funny.... Mum D, with L (9) and K (5)
£4.99 ISBN 0-7445-9091-4 Walker

Let’s Go Shoolie-Shoo
by Helen MacGregor and Bobbie Gargrave
Comprises book, CD with 41 audio tracks and CD-Rom
with 48 videoclips to enable children to explore different
sound and musicalstyles, Includes music from different
times and different cultures, Easy songs to learn and
dance movements to interpret. An enjoyable resource
for any child interested in music and
movement. Suggests age 5+ but youngerchildren could
easily take part. Mum C,with J (7) and L (4)
£19.99 IBSN0-7136-6615-3 A&C Black

Woolly Jumper — the story of wool
Sticky Jam — the story of sugar
both by Meredith Hooper and Katharine McEwen
The beauty of these booksis thatthey are presented as a
storybook while incorporating how wool andjam are
made. R's interest was kept throughout the books by the
use of rhymes and each page ending in the sameline,
which he enjoyed saying. The books cover the process
ofhow woolis made starting from the sheepeating the
grass and ended upin a jumperbeing knitted. With the
jam the process began with the sun and the rain and
ended with a boy Harry eating a jam sandwich. Also at
the end of each book there is a summary of the

procedure and more facts as to how the wool and jam are
made. R has enjoyed these books and we have now read
them quite a few times, each timeheis learninga bit
more about wool and jam..... Mum K, with R (5)
£4.99 each Walker
The Snail Patrol by Chris d'Lacey, illustrated by Philip
Reeve.
A great book! readit from beginningto end (124
pages)in a day and thoughtit was wonderful, It's a very
funny story aboutenterprising Darren Winterbum: he
goes into business getting rid ofsnails which are eating
his neighbour's cabbages- but then the neighbour won't
pay up. Darren has to get Mr McDuffto handoverthe
promised cash and find a new homefor the snails (his
mother doesn't wantthem in her bread bin) - this all
involvesa giant talking snail and his friend Sharon. We
thoughtthe story hilarious and well written; the textis
unjustified, a good size and broken up by the many
excellentillustrations; T did spot that some speech
marks were missing, but westill thought it was a
brilliant book..,. Mum S, with T (8)
£4.99 ISBN 1-903015-30-8 Barn Owl

The Bodyin Action
Thinking & Feeling - ISBN 0-7136-6337-5
Moving - SBN 0-7136-6336-7
Eating - ISBN 0-7136-6335-9
Seeing - \SBN 0-7136-6338-3 Absolutely wonderful
booksfor helping children understand whattheir body
lookslike, how it works and whatit needs to work
effectively. Full of excellent pictures and diagrams
together with interesting facts means children ofall ages
are able to get something out of these books. We
particularly enjoyed finding reflexes, pulses and various
bones! Thereis a section at the back of each
book giving further reading, websites and organisations
to build on the excellent foundation laid downin the
books..,. Mum C, with J (7) and L (4)
£11.99 each A & C Black
My Dad’s Got an Alligator by Jeremy Strong
A funnyread, great characters setin a realistic family
environment. Niceillustrations with good-sized
chapters. Basically Nicholas's dad brings home an
alligator andit causesall sorts of mayhem. G and I
both laughed outloudat it, It was a shame to come to
the end of the book. G hopesthere are more books
about this family’s adventures... Mum L with G (7)

£3.99 ISBN 0-403-6584-2 Puffin

The Blends Book by Rachel Goodchild
Thisspiral bound book of photocopiable worksheets is
idealfor short ‘chunks’ oflearning, for children who
find spelling patternsdifficult and for those like C who
like to do ‘work’ whilst I makethe tea!
...Mum K, with C (5) Brilliant Publications
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EO SEND(Special Educational NeedsandDisabilities) News

Possible financial help for home educating with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, from the
Educational, Health and Care plan (EHC) and the 'Pupil Premium Funding’ (PPF).
We mayhave coveredthis in the past but due to it being discussedfrom a high level recently and due
to its potential importance, it seems worth covering again.
Oliver Heald, an MP for North East Hertfordshire, asked the Secretary of State for Educationif there
wasanyfinancial help for home educators (including guardians) regarding SEN?
Edward Timpsonreplied that there is funding available called the ‘high needsblock of the Dedicated
Schools Grant' butalso stated thatits use for help was‘whereit is appropriate to do so'. He also
wenton to describe howit was part of the EHC and how parents andthe Local Authority (LA) would
need to meet,setting out a plan, before implementing the ‘special educationprovision’.
In his reply, Mr Timpson also makesthe pointthat if a school is namedin the EHCplan, the LA may
still give permission for children to be home educated, as long as the conditions set up by the parents
are suitable. He also implies that the LA 'should' support home educating, evenif there is no EHC.
In the latter part of the reply, the Secretary of State for Education generally focuses on the guardian
who wishes to home educate due to SEN reasons. He explains that 'looked after children should
accessfull-time learning in an education setting that best meets their needs’ and onlyif there are
‘exceptional circumstances' should a child be home schooled. It is also mentionedthat the guardian
needsto have a ‘special guardianship order’ in order to have the samerights for home educating as
the parents would.
The LA 'Virtual School Head' was mentionedas‘responsible’ for making the decisions regarding the
Pupil Premium Funding. Although somewhat vague, some of Mr Timpson’s statements suggest that
those responsible for a child to whomthey arerelated could well be more at a disadvantagefor
accessing the financial help than a foster-career.
Whilst there are manyphilosophies for home educating, we recommendthorough research with this
topic as ‘An EHCplanidentifies all a child's needs and brings together education, health and care
services to achieve agreed outcomes'(see last link below) and maybedifficult to reverse.
References:
They work for you, Home Education:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox?compose=1511c6470f6a336c
Elective Home Education guidelines for local authorities:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288135/guidelines_for
_las_on_elective_home_educationsecondrevisev2_0.pdf
Elective Home Education revised funding information for local authorities:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/294898/revised_fundin
g_guidance_-_local_authorities_on_home_educated_children.pdf
Department for Education special educational needs anddisability code of practice: 0 to 25 years:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of
_Practice_January_2015.pdf
Moreinformation on EHCplans:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/EducationandLearning/special-educational-
needs-disability-support/EHC-assessment-plans-policies/ehc-plans/Pages/default.aspx

Feel free to contact usifyou would like to get involved with EO SEND:
e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org

in

 



EO AGM - 17/10/2015 — PERSONALIMPRESSIONS
Well, a few of us turned upat the venuethatI’d taken so much troubletofind in the hopethat it would
proveattractive enough to tempt more EO memberstojoin in the business and have their say about
running EO; but sadly, not enough for a quorum,so the formal business couldn’t take place. Under EO’s
governing documents — the Memorandum & Articles of Association — in this circumstance the meeting is
re-convened7 dayslater, at which time whoever turns up may be regarded as a quorum.
| duly trogged over to Beckie’s house the following Saturday, and wesettled the formal stuff over several
cupsof tea at herkitchen table, while Griff kept the children entertained. Draft minutes will be posted
on EO website (memberarea); but briefly — Minutesoflast year’s AGM were approved. Draft accounts
were presented (there were no questions). Independent Examiners’ fee was approved (in advance) and
Accountants re-appointed. Beckie was appointed asa trustee; Hanna andLeiretired. All the proxy votes
received (thank you to those whosent them!) were taken into account.
BUT -—EOreally needs more membersto take an active interest in howit is run; and attending AGMsis a
really valuable contribution,if you haven't time for regular volunteering. Wedotry to arrange these at
venuesthatwill be interesting for families to visit, and to provide somespace/activities for children in the
meeting room. You only need spend 30-45 minutesin the actual meeting (though of course we'd prefer
youto stick around and contribute more!). Please consider becoming a SUM (Signed Up Member— see
form on p.14)if you aren’t already, and look out for next year’s AGM,around the end of October 2016.
Maybewecaneven persuadeIris to come again ...
Those who madeit to the Herbert enjoyedchatting to each other again (we'd mostly been to Snibston
the previous year), meetingIris Harrison (a founder memberof EO, who had been persuadedat thelast
moment to comealong) and hadlots of delicious soup and sandwiches. Someof the children played
chess, and most made good useoftheflip-chart and marker pens — well, the adults weren’t using them!
Iris said: ‘1 so enjoyed meeting the EO members andtheirfamilies at the Coventry meeting and also
sharing with them

a

little of the early days of home education when the authorities threatened to take my
children from me, including my breastfed small baby, if | did not put them into schools.
To see the enormouschanges in home education is wonderful.’
Please see ‘Musings’ for another member’s impression; a couple morefollow. Anne(Trustee)

Thoughts on the AGM.
| was somewhatapprehensiveto learn the Herbert Museum wasin the centre of Coventry but we
located in with very little trouble. The staff treated us very well and supplied mountains of
sandwiches and plentyoftea and coffee.
Mygranddaughter, Minkey,liked the museum and wasvery pleased when she encountered a room
full of sea shells and wasintrigued with an old-fashioned dentist’s chair. She enjoyed meeting and
playing with the otherchildren very much. In fact the children seemedto havethebesttimeofall.
Our amanuensis, Cornelia, had a thin timeofit as far as minutes were concerned, so she able to sit
back and enjoy the friendly atmosphere of the small gathering. She says she found it a relaxed and
optimistic meeting.
| felt quite cheered with the goodwill and friendliness of our small group. It was pleasant to seeIris
again and folk were most interested to hear someof her home educating story. The intimacy of the
group enabled good conversations and a cementing of friendships. Someof us evendiscussed the
value of eating nettles.

Edwina (Trustee)
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The AGMat“The Herbert” in Coventry
Our 120 odd mile trip across from East Anglia wasrelatively painless, traffic unusually behavingitself for a
Saturday morning. Wegot to the Herbert around noon and founda lively, interesting modern museum-
cum-gallery. (It wasin fact, livelier even than usual, as the University had chosen both that day and
location to hostinduction for freshers and their parents!)
Being thebirthplace of Lady Godiva there was an entire section devotedto her(in the museum not the
university) and | found my ownhazy recollections of the story returning to the fore and even more detail
beingfilled in. It was actually a tax protest! Who knew?
The rest of the museum I'm afraid | have to say | knowlittle of, as | saw not really much moreofit, other
than a brief tour just before closing time, of an exhibit my 7 year old son dragged me to which appeared
to be a celebration of war toys through the ages. Can't say that part met with my approval, although he
really enjoyed putting on chain mail which weighed a ton.
Wesoon madecontact with the rest of the EO attendees amongst whom wasthevery hallowedIris
Harrison, EO co-founderandall-round outstanding heroine. Thefire of this ladystill burns bright, and
whatshe withstood to bring HE in the UK to reality, really is quite astounding(googleit).
Our meeting though,despite being a great opportunity to meetin the flesh, didn’t manage to achieve a
quorum and so we were unable to processany actual business.
And herein lies the rub. If we are to maintain not just a presence, but a relevancein the rapidly
expanding world of HE in the UK, we really must find a way to get morefolks to actively participate. To
actually cometo the events, especially the AGM. I'm sure wecould all come up with someideasto help
achievethis.
Becauseif we don't, we mayjust end up a footnoteto history, as the newbiesflock instead to the entirely
unaccountable and completely transient Facebook, where noone's privacyis safe, where the state can
monitorusat will, and where any semblance ofcohesionis entirely ephemeral and respect from
authorities, nonexistent.

Jonathan (Trustee)

DRAFT Minutesof Annual General Meeting of Education Otherwise Association Ltd
on Saturday 17" October 2015 At The Herbert Museum & Art Gallery, Coventry

 

 

PRESENT
Trustees SUMs Other Members
Jonathan Adams Ljubica Adams Cornelia Muzael tris Harrison
Anne Rix PaulGriffiths Rebecca Griffiths
Edwina Theunissen

APOLOGIES
Trustees SUMs.
Julie Arnold Brian Beers Vivienne Manning
Lei Ashe Alison Botting Kirsten Murray
Shena Deuchars Sue Cardus Maged Muzael
Vicki Hon Nicky Green Elizabeth Oselton
Jill Ingle Anna Heffron lan Oselton
Fe Mukwamba-Sendall Andrew Kennell Rosemary Stace
Hanna Newton Denise Kennell Andries Theunissen
Kathleen Thompson ThomasKennell Coral Valentine
16 proxy votes were held by Trustees attending (including 3 from members personally present)
The meeting being inquorate by 2:30 pm(half an hourafter scheduled start time) was adjournedto Saturday 24"
October, 2:00 pm atthe private homeof a trustee. Meeting closed 2:35 pm.

13

 



 

EO SIGNED-UP MEMBER(SUM) FORM / GUARANTOR DECLARATION
EDUCATION OTHERWISE ASSOCIATION LIMITED
Make Sure You Have a Vote at EO General Meetings

Only Signed-up Membersareentitled to vote at EO General Meetings. These include Annual General
Meetings (AGMs) whereTrustees are elected, and Extraordinary General Meetings (EGMs) which may
take place between AGMs. Evenif you are unable to attend a meeting yourself, you canstill have a vote
by appointing a proxy to vote on yourbehalf.

N.B. Please Complete Form in BLOCK CAPITALSand sign both sections

I (FULLNAME). 2... 0c cece erect eb eee tbe bene e ae seb enw eee eee aesMembership Number: ..........6- 50+

of Home Address(print in full): . 0.06. 06:0 e cece ee ee ene

 

wish to becomea guarantor(Signed-up Member)of Education Otherwise Association Limited (‘the
Association’).
I confirm that | am over the age of 18 and a paid-up family memberof the Association. In the event of
the Association being woundup| agree to contribute up to £10 in paymentof any debtsandliabilities it
mayhaveincurred.
| understand that the details| give on this form will be entered on to the Association's Register of
Members and that under the Companies Act 2006it is possible for someone to requestsight of or a copy
ofthis Register for a proper purpose. The Association may thendisclose the details on this form.
| further understandthat in the event of my ceasing to be a paid-up family memberof Education
Otherwise,orif at any time | resign as a SUMbywritten notification to EO’s correspondenceaddress,|
will cease to be a guarantor and Signed-Up Memberof the Association oneyearlater.

SIBNED jovecconmwxars-cnor steremine mele Heemese tenement mUree Dates: saesrsewasann cient

Communications by email
| consent to Education Otherwise sending or supplying any documentorinformation (including any
notice) to me using electronic means. My email addressfor this purposeis:

Email address (please print clearly):.........6.eeeeeeeee eet rn nner eee eerste see b eee e teen ete tees

SHBMeds:.w's ven Cale SENS HSN BIRT EON BeUMIeRS eee BEE scicemoninnnceneee

Education Otherwise will continue to send any correspondencerelated to your Signed-up Membership to
the email or postal address given on this SUM form until the Association is advised in writing by the SUM
ofresignation or that the address on the Register of Members should be changed. Such changes should
be notified to Education Otherwise SUMs, at EO’s Registered Office Address (check current with website).

Please return this form to: EO SUMs, Bridgend, Meadow Lane, Swaffham, PE37 8LE
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LOCALHOMEEDUCATIONC2OUPOBCANISERS

ifyou have notyet renewedyour
PUBLIC LIABILITYINSURANCE FOR 2015-16

Your Group will no longer be coverta
by the GO Public Liability Policy |

BUT — Youcanstill join the schemefor the remainderof the year
(to 31August 2016)read on...

This benefit for Local Groups run by EO memberscontinuesthis year, and the cost has been held at £10
per yearor part year from 1“ September, Thisis excellent value compared with insurance arranged by
individual HE groups. Asit is subsidised from EO funds (which meansfrom the subscriptions EO members
pay) there are sometermsand conditions — for example, we ask for 3 EO family membersto sign up to
take responsibility for the group and to keepin contact with us.

Please note that your group must complywith the description agreed with the insurance company,in
accordance with the general understanding of a Home Education Group,i.e.:

* Agroup of home educating families providing mutualsupport, sharing information and resources,
and meeting for social and educational activities and/or outings.

® Activities are free (or at small contribution to covercosts) i.e. non profit making.
* Parents (or other named adults) attend with their children, who are of mixed ages.
e Usually, activities take place at a variety of venues, are organisedby different parents and open to

all local HEfamilies.
Also, EO insurance cannotact as an ‘umbrella’ for other formally incorporated organisations. For
example,if your groupis a charity in its ownright, you will need to take out separate insurance.
Please don’t leaveit till the last minute to look at the policy documentsand guidance for the EO
insurance. We have foundthat groups take sometimeto digest the information, and then may have
queries. Getting the required three EO membersignatures also seemsto cause delays.
Detailed guidance and application and renewal forms are available to download from the Member Home
area of the EO website. To minimise workfor volunteers, we would prefer membersto obtain these
from the website, but in case ofdifficulty you may request details by email from the Local Groups
Insurance Co-ordinator, whowill also answer any queries you may have (Anneisstill acting):
<lgic@educationotherwise.org>
Please also drop me an email whenyoupost off your form and cheque;this helps me keep upwith the
administration. Anne Local Groups Insurance Co-ordinator Igic@educationotherwise.org

N.B. please note the current PO Box address — PO Box 63, SWAFFHAM, PE37 9AT

[Sending to the old PO Boxin Blackpoolwill incur significant forwarding delays]
2WRRRRRBO
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LOCAL HOME EDUCATION GROUPS

HEfamilies — Please contact the group organiserfor full details and to check thatactivities are ongoing. Note also that not all groups are
run by EO members.Further information on the groupslisted below is available via the Local HE Groupsareaof the EO website. If you knowof a groupthat's notlisted, please ask the organiserto enter it at www.educationotherwise.net
Group organisers — please remember whengiving details of events, that thislist (both in Newsletter and on main area of website) may be
seen by people who are not members of Education Otherwise,and adjust your information accordingly.
Pleasealso notify us promptly of contact & other changesvia the Local Groups Co-ordinator: eolg@educationotherwise.org
 

England
Bedfordshire
BedHed - Aninformalgroup ofhome educating familiesin and
around Bedford http;//bedhed.org.uk
Busy B-Hes - Weekly drop-in offering chats and support; activities.
Pauline 01234 720819 / 07976 026167 p.curi28@btinternet.com.
Christian Home Ed — Scott and Rachel,
scottandrachel@ntlworld.com
BerkshireBerkshire Home Educators — for HEfamilies in & adjoining
Berkshirehttp://uk-groups. yahoo.com/groups/berkshirehomeeducators/Expanding Horizons:trips, activities, regular meet ups and
Information for other Local groups.
www.expandinghorizonsuk.com Contact Rebecca: 01494
882484, expandinghorizonsuk@gmail.com
Heroes-HE - weekly Home Education Club at animal farm, with
workshops, etc, www,heroesberkshire.co.uk/homeeducators.html
Bristol
Bristol Home Education ~ local support groupBristol area.www.bristothomeeducation.moonfruit.comBristol Home Education Learn Place (HELP) Contact Catherine:catewhyte@hotmail.comBristol Home Education Co-op - contact pointfor HEactivities InBristol, including FREE weekly Co-op meet upwith crafts, activities
& socialising. Yahoo groupfor eventdetalis, information &support: Contact: BristolHEC-owner@yahoogroups.com Or 0117
9553582
http://qroups. yahoo.com/group/BristolHEC/
Home Education in Bristol and the South West — local website
with information andlinks for groups, events andactivitiesin
Bristol and the surrounding areas + national info & resources.
Contact: Therese, alternativeeducation.bristol@gmail.com
http://alternative-education-bristol.moonfruit.com/
BuckinghamshireFree Range Education — rangeof educational events andactivitiesin Milton Keynes & North Bucks Sarah: 07725 039981
wwwfreerangeeducation.orgHigh Wycombe home ed group — Friendly weekly group meet upwith activities. Contact: cm2002@yahoo.co.uk
Home Education Milton Keynes — informal non-hjerarchical groupfor HErs in Milton Keynes & surrounding areas. http://www.he-mk.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MadCows-MK/joinMilton Keynes Home Educators Network (MKHEN)~ Educational
andsocial activities and events, online support groups, mentoringandan active relationship withthe LA. http://www.mkhen.org.ukGeorgeanne 01908 662256sienna-swift7@powernet.co.uk
(MK-CHEF — HE support groupfor Milton Keynes. Affiliated toHomeService but you do not need to bea Christian to join.http://uk.groups, yahoo,com/group/mk-chefSouth Bucks Home Educators ~ (& surrounding areas) Contact
Taryn:tarynearley@googlemail.com
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/groups/southbuckshomeed
Expanding Horizons (see Berkshire).

Cambridgeshire
Cambridge Home Educating Community Activity List — summaryof sessions and regular groups in Cambridge. Karen; 01223 573220www.educationchoice.org.uk —_karen@karenrodgers.co.ukCambridge HomeEducating Families (CHEF) ~ for parents/carerswho HEor considering HE. Morag: morag2000@hotmail.com
01223 464918 _http://www.cambridgehomeeducators.org.uk/Cambridgeshire Home Educators ~ Website all about HE-ing in‘Cambridgeshireincludinglocal groups and how to contact them.
www.cambshomeed.co.uk Jane: cambshomeed@gmail.com
Cheshire
Mid Cheshire Home Educators — Bi-monthly meetings and regular‘outings. http:/groups.yahoo.com/group/mche
South Cheshire Home Educators ~ Jacqui,southcheshirehe@gmail.com
http://www.southcheshirehe.btck,co.uk/
CornwallHome Grown — $ E Cornwall HE Group - Alternate MondaysinLiskeard: classes in drawing & draughtsmanship/dramafor ages8-15. £6 per session. Contact Kath; 01579 340591Lostwithiel area HE group ~ Started 2013 ~ range of HE activities,all welcome! Contact Samantha: samsawinna@hotmail.com
CumbriaWest Cumbria Home Education Group ~ friendly group, membersfrom all over W.Cumbria, structured or free range All welcome!www.facebook.com/groups/WestCumbriaHE/
Contact Tallie: metallienat@aol.comWest Cumbria Home Educators (including Keswick) ~ mutual
support for HErs in West Cumbria:
WestCumbriaHomeEd@gmail.com
DerbyshireChesterfield HomeEducation Grop (CHEG) ~ weekly meetings anddays outforall ages: Contact Sandy: sandymariott@gmail.comDerby Home Education Group (DHEG) - Weekly. Gym Club at
sports centre with instructor.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/derbyhe/
Home Ed Buxton Area — Local meetings/activities for HErs andthose considering HE
Attp;//groups.yahoo.com/group/homeedbuxtonarea
Devon
Buckfastleigh Wildspace — Nature study and gardening group
based at Buckfastleigh Townhall. Welcomes HEfamilies.
www.hogco-devonrcc.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=279900
Dartmoor and SW Home Education Group. Basedin S. Dartmoor,
local and area groups& resources, plus promotion of your groups.
http://dartmoor-sw-he-group.yolasite.com/
Contact: dartmoor.sw.he.group@gmail.com
Dart Valley Home Ed Network — Out and aboutvisits: natural
history, history, photography and more. Members-only internet
group. Hannah and Gordon 01803 762788 lindnich@tesco.net
Exeter Home Education Community Wednesday drop-in; GCSE;green woodwork, permaculture, pottery & more.
nbedford@btinternet.com Neil 01363 82314
http://exeterhomeeducationcommunity.co.uk

 

 



 
FLAGS HomeEducation Group — Exeter, every Friday. Friendlygroupforchildrenofall ages. Contact: Lisa 07969299543or Suesu.gold777@yahoo.co.uk
Freedom Fields EHE — Weekly social group for familieshttp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/PlymouthUK_HomeEd/NDHE (North Devon Home Educators) — Meetingup for local tripsand activities. Contact: ndhomeed@gmail.com
South Devon Home Education Group ~http://www.southdevonhomeeducation.co.uk/ Contact Helen:01803 390639 helentloyd-hoare@blueyonder.co.uk
Stover HE Group — Informal educational and social meets in local
and surrounding areas. stoverhegroup@gmail.com
DorsetBournemouth HEED — Weekly Monday meetings. Contact Carol:01202 677066. corolstone@yahoo.co.uk
Bournemouth & Poole Home Educators ~ Bournemouth/Poole
areafor play dates andvisits to placesof interest/museums/ete.
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Bournemouth_and_PooleHom
eEducators/?yguid=419936795. Contact Emma:bmth.home.ed@gmail.comHEOND (Home Educators of North Dorset) ~ Friendly groupmeeting regularly in Sturminster Newton. Contact June:
bugchick@mac.com
www.facebook.com/groups/NorthDorsetHomeEducation
HERA friendly group meets weekly in Poole. Provides supportfor HE families/prospective HE. ContactTracie:
scallieuk@hotmall.co.uk
Durham
County Durham Home Educators - contact,information,activities,
get togethers and trips.
https://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/durham-home-educators .
Contact: Emma, emmadfisk@gmail.comDurham HE - Yahoo group. Get-togethers arranged in various
areas of County Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/County-
durham-homeed
Essex
Essex Home Education Yahoo Group - Members organise HE
events and meetings in Essex, and offer support, advice and
encouragementto other Home Educators. Contact Lou:louise.thorn@googlemail.com
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/essex-he-e-group/infoHaverhill HE group — Covering South Suffolk/North Essex.
Eve 01440 788228 or 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.uk
Southend HE Group ~ Meets weekly.Lots of outings andactivities.
http://groups.yohoo.com/group/southendhomeeducation/ or
southendhomeeducation@yahoo.co.ukWIGWAMEpping Forest ~ A weekly informaldrop-in group.
Eleanor Stapleton 07866 701442 elmajose2@yahoo.co.uk
GloucestershireCirencester and Cotswold group - Meetings plus will answer HE
queries. Pam 01285 721008 pamela.perryman@gmail.comForest of Dean HE group ~ Bridge and dam building, river
clearance,fire building, woodland walks etc.
Contact Roxy: cdsnhf@googlemail.com
GlosHE.org.uk — HE links and local resources in and around:Gloucestershire. www.gloshe,org.uk/
Glos Otherwise Club Fiona 01684 290087brookesfom@tiscal.co.uk
Stroud emaillist Nick: 01453 840036 nick.weir@localfood.org.uk
Hampshire
ActiveEO - HE group based in West Sussex and Hampshire.
Contact Julie: 01243 552168 bevmots@btinternet.com
East Hampshire Home Education Group (EHHE)Socialactivities
mainly for 5-11 yr but all ages welcome. Fields & playground.
Contact Alison; a.johns@btintenet.com

FAREGOS Home Education Group ~ HE group/emaillist forFareham Gosport and South Hants.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FareGosHE/
Hampshire FRHEBEES (Free Range & Home Educated Bees) —West Hampshire area and bordersto arrange meet ups andactivities. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FRHEBees/Contact Karen: 01425 652721North Hampshire HE Group — Regularactivities and meetingsorganised suitable forall ages. jakimparsons@gmail.comhttp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/NH-HE/ Jaki 07731 805323Portsmouth Home Education Group — HEor interested in HE
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/portsmouthhomeed/
SEEDS — Meets every term time afternoonfor sports/play +
weekly full day activity. Southampton.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/seeds1/South Hants Home Ed —A support groupfor home educators
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/southhantshomeed/Whitchurch HE Network. Based RG28), memberfamilies acrossHampshireand Wiltshire. Contact: when_ac@yahoa.com
HerefordshireHereford Home Education ~ indoor and outdoorfacilities ages 3-
15. herefordhe@gmail.com
Monmouth and Herefordshire Home Educators — Local meets andevents Yahoo!group. Roxy 07765 058 777
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HerefordshireHE/
HertfordshireHerts Home Educators ~ Yahoo!group for Hertfordshire home
educators.. newhomeeducators@gmail.comLearning Begins In Wonder. Free and subsidised events,resources and support to HEfamilies In Hertfordshire andsurrounding counties. Contact Mandy: mandy.ansell@aol.co,uk
Isle of WightIsle of Wight Learning Zone — A network of HE familieshttp://www.iwlearningzone.co.uk/
IW Home Ed - Facebook group & yahoo group for any and allhome educators on loW. Karen: Karen@curvespace.com or 01983
568516 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IWHomeEd/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/IWHomeEd/
Kent
Dragonfly Kidz HE Group — (Canterbury & Thanet) social &learning activities, swimming, bowling, days out etc: Wide range
oflocations around Canterbury/Thanet/Whitstable. All Welcome!Steph: stephgater@rocketmail,com 01304 814362.http://groups.yahao.com/ group/dragonflykidz
homeeducationgroup/Kent ASD Home Ed — For parents/carers of ASO/Aspergerschildren who are educating them ‘otherwise’.
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/asd-home-ed-medwayMedway and Maidstone HEactivity group - HE OMEGA ~ A groupof homeeducating families in Medway and Kent.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HE-omego/ Contact Esther:e.selhi@yahoo.co.uk
Rochester HE Group - weekly meetings Tuesday afternoon,
Contact Sally: sally_wilton@lineone.netSATHE (Supporting Autism Through Home Education) — West
Kent group opento all parents/carers HE/flexi-schooling or
considering HE for children with autism/ sensitivities or learning
difficulties. Contact Denice 07554 386844$-A-T-H-E@yahoogroups.co.ukhttp://uk.groups-yahoo.com/group/S-A-T-H-E/
South East Home Educators — (Kent/Sussex) Meet regularly fortrips, hall meets, swimmingetc, To join Yahoo!group email:southeasthomeeducators-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
‘Or contact Lesley: 07828193668 lesley294@o0l,com

 



 
LancashireBoneheds — Help support advice andfriendshipto all families whoare home educating(or considering HE) in Bolton Lancashire and
surroundingdistricts. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/boneheds/Home Ed Leyland — Friendship, support andadvice forall familieswho are home-educating (or considering HE) in Leyland and
surroundingdistricts. hrtp://groups.yahoo.com/group/he-I-lo/LEAD Home Education - swapideas, share stories and arrange
Jocal social gatherings. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lead_he/
Leicestershire
HE-AL message board — details of HE Eventsin Leicestershire. Siterun by local HE groups, but open to all HErs in the Leicestershirearea http://he-al.weebly.com/index.htm!Leicestershire Christian Home Educators ~ monthly meet upevery 3rd Tuesday, Free play opportunity in a safe and funplace.HEOff-Peak Pass available: £1.50 perchild £5perfamily, freedrinks.All welcome! Contact Anne-Marie Marshall;mrsamarshall@googlemail.com
Loughborough Home Ed — meetfor various regular/oneoffgroups, including French and mathsin Loughborough,Contact:nicky-ed@co.asd.me.ukStoneygate - Weekly piay session, £3.50 per family, includingdrinks. Large, safe, grassy area. Contact Cat:catbellinger@gmail.comwww.focebook.com/groups/homeedieicestershire/
LincolnshireHome Ed Lincs — Yahoo newsgroup coordinating HE activities in
Lincolnshire. Attp://groups.yahoo,com/group/home_ed_lincs/
HomeschoolLincolnshire — active and supportive group, 40 +families incl. plenty of teenagers. Monthly events and activitieslist. Contact Elaine: 01507 328688homeschool.lincolnshire@outlook.com
Lincolnshire HE — www.home-ed.ukf.net/index.htm
North Hykeham HE Group — Weekly meetings,primarily for
toddlers. 07870 787328 debi-crow@googlemail.com
London
‘Adventures with Education (Hackney) ~ A home education groupbased in Hackney London. http://awe.gn.opc.org/
Brandram Roaders — Weekly meetingsin term time.
rubyradburn@hotmail.comHomeStudy Groups - small group of HEfamilies pooling
resourcesfor tutored homestudy groups. ingie 0203 566 8706
iberritt@gmail.com
Magpie Home Educators (East London)~ Phi! 0208 500 1053
‘The Otherwise Club (NW) — A community centre for HE families.
Leslie 0208 969 0893
'WIGWAM Jubillee Park N9.. Informal drop-in groupfor familieswith children of any age. Contact Eleanor: 07866 701442
elmajose2@yahoo.co.uk
Norfolk
Home Educationg in Norfolk (HENs) — A groupfor HE familiesin
Norfolk. Those on the borders also welcome,http://groups.yahoo.com/group/homeeducatorsnorfolk/
The Barefoot Learners — Gamesand activities for all ages. Contact
Be Coffin: 07814 592 290 or 01263 73 99 B3West Norfolk Home Educators — Meeting place for HErs and
families interested in home educating.Lots of activities!
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/WestNorfolkHomeEducators/
Northamptonshire
Flow - weekly HE community group in NW Northants. Support
andfriendships; parent-led and professionally-led educational
activities. Wide range ofresources, large community space, sports
facilities and outdoor play. www.lflow-he.org Email:
weicomeiflow@gmail.com

Northants HE ~ informalgroup meets regularlyfor various
activities http://www.northantshe.org.uk/
Nottinghamshire
Notts Sheep Special — Online support group for HE parents ofspecial needs/differently-abled children In Nottinghamshire &
bordering counties.
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Notts_Sheep-Special/
OxfordshireExpanding Horizons (See Berkshire).OHED — Website with information about HEin Oxfordshirewww.ohed,org.uk Louisa: louisa.southey@gmail.com or 01865735705
Oxfordshire Home Educators — A groupforal] home educatorsliving in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties; all welcome.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OxonHE/
ShropshireInspire HE Group. Educationalactivities in Shropshire. Families
from Shropshire and surrounding areas weicometo find out more.
Contact Alison: fellows-weir@megmog.plus.comOtherwise Engaged — Online diary of group activities, culturalevents, workshops,resourcesand projects for Shrops and WestMids based HE families.
http://www.otherwise-engaged.org.uk/home-education.htm!
Rushbury/Stretton HE Group — Parent andchild-led activities &people from the wider community. Beverley: 01743 718429Shropshire Home Education ~ For HErs in Shropshirearea to chat
arrange meets etc. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/shedTelford area HE — Activities incl. skating football and drama
sessions. For times and dates contact Denise; 07866 888879
SomersetBath HE Yahoo! Group ~http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/BathHomeEducation/
HEYYeovil — All HE families welcome. Contact Lyn: 01963 23669heyeovil@hotmail.comNorth Somerset HE Group — Weekly children's gym walks outingsetc. Yahoo!group for members. Contact Vicky: 01275 848425
victoria.preston@yahoo.co.uk
Taunton Home Education Group — Free play, arts & crafts, games,
etc. http://tauntonhomeed.blogspot.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tauntonhomeeducation/
‘Wells and Mendip HE Group (Wam)- meet weeklyfor ‘schoolage’ kids, run by parents; variety of projects and activities,Contact: 01749 675176Wiveliscombe/Taunton — Monthly meetings and regular outings.Contact Maggie: 01984 624651
StaffordshireMercia Education Group — Regular, structured meetings, variousvenues in Lichfield and surrounding area. Academic base, manyactivities, wide age range .
http://mercigeducationgroup.yolasite.com/
SuffolkHaverhill HE group — South Suffolk/North Essex. Contact Eve:01440 788228 or 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.ukIpswich HE Wednesdays — Shared lunch andactivities. Contact
Emma: emma@nattyem.co.ukIpswich town centre group + Book Club — regular meetingsContact Lisa : 07538 102322llw_lig@yahoo.co.uk
Tostock HE Group All families welcome to this very friendlygroup. Contact Jan: 01359251184 angusto@btinternet.com
SurreyDorking Home Educators — fortnightly. Social and pre-booked
activities, outings & trips. Amanda:schrodingerscat81@hotmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/DorkingHomeEducators/

 



 
Forest Families — weekly meetingsin Croydon. Sharing food,
cooking & unstructured play in nature. Contact Maria:moriaf.reyna@gmail.com
Home Educators Learning Project (HELP) — educational support,
outings. http://uk.groups. yahoo.com/group/HELearningProject/
Leatherhead HomeEducation Group Leatherhead andsurrounding area regular daytrips andactivities. Chrissie :07840285703 christabelthorpe@hotmail.comSurbiton Home Ed Group (SHEd) ~ occasionalfieldtrips, picnics,
workshops, etc. Contact ingrid: ingrid.meaker@mac.comSutton/Epsom HE group — Meets weekly andalso monthlyforoutings. Contact Neia: neia.glynn@btinternet.comSW Surrey Home Ed —. Group for HE families based in SW Surreyandsurrounding area. Weeklygatherings Farnham or Godalming.http://www. swsurrey-home-ed.co.uk/index.php
SussexActivEO - HE Group W Sussex and Hants(see Hampshire)Brighton and Hove Home Educators — information on HE eventsand groupsin the area, http://bhhe.wordpress.com/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bhhe/Eastbourne EO Group Regulargatherings & activities.http://www.shinies.org.uk/Hastings & Rother HomeEducators (HARHE) — small numberoffamilies; activities include Forest School, cycling, daytrips,bowling and swimming. Check website and us or come along to anactivity www.harhe.btck.co.uk Catherine: 01424 812213HEDGE Home Ed Group — Hastings/St. Leonards weekly socialmeetings +trips etc. www.hedge-education.btck.co.uk Beshlie:
01424 812870JIGSAW — social events, educational group excursions, curriculum
support, etc. Contact: leliot@gmail.comSouth Eastern HomeEducators — (Kent/Sussex) see KentWealden HomeEducators’ Network (WHEN)(SE England) see
Kent.
WarwickshireCreative Youth Adventure Club (Coventry) ~ monthly HE Groupforall ages, activities andsocial get together. Also Arts Awards.Contact Sarah: sarah@nellyb.co.ukWarwick District HE — Warwick/Leamington. Primarily for 0-11but all welcome. Weekly meetfor play etc.+ trips etc, ContactAlison: 07782 299181http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/warwickhe
West Midlands
Cradley HE Group - small group of families meeting weekly forfriendships and craft activities in Cradley Heath. Contact Kate:
katehstrickland@yahoo.co.uk
Wiltshire
Salisbury Plain Home EducationCircle — Parents who use theNational Curriculum as guidance,but believethat best educationcomesfrom experience. Contact Dee: dee.dilloway@yahoo.com
07753 260317
Worcestershire
Bewdley HE Group ~ Weekly meetings, social/activities etc.all welcome. Sophie 01299 405669,sophiebutcher29@yahoo.co.ukWorcester Home Educators ~ Meetings usually at least weeklythroughout term time atvarious locationsroundthe county.www.worcestershire-home-educators.co.uk/Worcestershire Home Ed - Yahoo Group Email list for Worcs HErshttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/worcestershirehome-ed/
YorkshireDHEDoncaster home educators Yahoo groupfor familiesin theDoncaster and surrounding areas. Contact Cheryl: 07825 914340cheryl0407@col.com _http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/DHE/

 

HENNEY (Home Education Network North East Yorkshire) Regularmeetups aroundScarboroughand East coast area. Contact Lisa:lisa_riley@tiscali.co.ukhenney-owner@yahoogroups.comHuddersfield Art Workshops — Monthly8 yrsplus. Jane: 01484645034Huddersfield Book Group ~ Monthly Marsden library. Jane01484 645034
Huddersfield Home Educators — Monthly themed meetings.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wyhec/ Contact Mandy:
01484 460026 meandchi7@yahoo.co.ukNYHEC (groupfor HE parents) ~ for parents HEing in NorthYorkshire, nyhecowner@yahoogroups.comNorth + West HE Group ~ Meets Skipton monthly and BradfordGym Club weekly, Regular meetings and outings. Judith: 01756791356Rotherham HomeEducation — friendly informal groupfor HErs in
& around S. Yorkshire. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RothHE/Contact Pauline: 077764 06409 colliecandydog123@yahoo.co.ukSYHEC — Yahoo!groupfor parents HEing in South Yorkshire.
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/syhec/Wakefield District Home Education Group — Bowling, Ice skating,visits etc. Contact Tracey: wakefieldHE-owner@yahoogroups.comWildlings — Meet weeklyfor in & outdoor fun, friendship, crafts,Montessori materials. HE Groupfor children under 8,Huddersfield. www.wildforlearning.org.uk
Attps://www.facebook.com/groups/wildlings.home.ed/.Yorkshire Home Edders Yahoo!group ~ Friendly & active groupwith visits & workshopsfor children 8-16.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/yorkshirehomedders/

Regional Groups (England)
East of England — East Anglian HomeEd Network
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/East-Anglian-Home-Ed-Network/
East Midlands — East Midlands HE Forum — inform & support
HE families in E.Midlands. http://groups.yahoo.com/oup/emhe
South EastFLAGS(Kent/Surrey/Sussex) -. Active group (Kent/Surrey/Sussex)meeting weekly during term timehttp://wwwflags-educotion.org
Karen 01732 864524 karenlow@uwclub.net
ActivEO —HE Group basedin West Sussex and Hampshire
Contact number 01243 552168 bevmats@btinternet.com
Home-EASE (Home Educationfor all South East) — Group of HE
families in SE England. 0753 1677 083
homeeducatingmum@yahoo.co.uk
South East Home Educators ~ (Kent/Sussex) See Kentfordetails.
South West
Home Education Centre (Devon/Dorset/Somerset) — Meets two
days a week. Workshops,sports activities and support.
http:/www.homeeducationcentre.org.uk
HErs and Events SW — network to support new HErs or those newto the area. New input welcomed. southdevonic@gmail.com
http://hecontactssandeventssw.yolasite.com
HEin Bristol andSW— seeBristol
West MidlandsBirmingham Home Ed (& W.Mids) — meetings andeventsfor HEfamilies. http://www.homeeducationbirmingham.org.ukHELM — homeeducation grouplocated mainly within theBirmingham, West Midlands area. Any andall home-educatingparents welcome.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HELM_home_ed/

 



 
Isle of Man

Home Educating Network - Isle of Man ~ Informal groupof
parents HEing on the Isle of Man. Yvonne,
isleofmanlc@educationotherwise.org
Attp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/hen-iom/
Home Education onthe isle Of Man — Contact: Dawn,
sewellbunch@yahoo.co.uk

Wales
Cardiganshire - group meets on one afternoon per week near
Lampeter,Socialwith occasional activities. Contact: 01558685521  thislittlelightofmine@phonecoop.coop
Carmarthenshire
Camarthen HE Group — Regular meetings in Johnstown:
Carmarthen caroline.milburn@yahoo.comCarmarthen HomeEd — Social group meeting weekly for play and
chat, indoor and outdooractivities for all ages. Contact: Sarah,birdgirivintoge@yahoo.co.uk
ConwyPLANT Conwy ~ Weekly get togethers in the village of Conwy for
Homeedders- all welcome. Contact: Ily@ogge.co.uk
Denbighshire
Froncysyllte HE group — Fortnightly group meets 10-4pm,Socialplay and chat. vivodsam@gmail.com
Flintshire
Flintshire HomeEducation — Regular meetupsactivities &support. flintshirehomeeducation@yahoo.co.uk
GlamorganBridgend HE Community — free play, GCSE classes, Arts Award,
John Muir Award, outside speakers,activities etc. Contact
Emma: emmzr75@gmail.com
Cardiff Home Education Group — Meets Mondays during term
time,in Pontcanna.Social group childrenall ages, everyone
welcome. Contact Sarah;
cardiffhomeeducationgroup@gmail.comwww.cardiffhomeeducationgroup.wordpress.com
New Foundations HE — MeetsCardiff weekly. Varied activities, all
free. Attp://www.newfoundationshe.com 07913 955583
newfoundationshe@virginmedia.com
Gwynedd
Creative Learning and Support ~ Now meet every Wed. pm in
Bangor. Contact Julie on 01286 678181 or Sarah on 01248 355182
http://www.creativelearningandsupport.co.ukLangower HE Group ~ Weekly meetings.
rowenna73@hotmail.com
Monmouthshire‘Abergavenny HE Group — monthly meetings at Abergavenny on
first Wednesday of each month, £3 per family, Contact John:john.cranna@btconnect.comMonmouth Home Educators ~ Meet weekly for fun and
friendship, arts, crafts, games and sports.All ages welcome. Check.for dates and times. Contact Roxy: 07765 058 777
Usk Home Education - Monthly (Thurs) meet other HErs in the
areafor fun and gamesandcupsoftea. Contact Roxy:
cdsnhf@gmail.com or 01989 768 128http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HerefordshireHE/
Neath Port TalbotWise Up Community HE Group (Port Talbot) ~ Support andinformation for home educating families and those considering
home education. hrtp://www.zoneseven.co.ukjanna.violet@hotmail.com
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PowysNew Leaf HE Group (Newtown) - Occasional meetingsfor varied
activities all ages. siouxcatsy@yahoo.co.ukShiny Happy Children — Regular meetings in Llanfyllin andsurrounding areas, Katie HlanfyllinHE@gmail.com

Regional Groups (Wales)
Elective Home Education Wales ~ Linking HE families across
Wales.http://www.ehew.co.uk
Monmouth/Hereford/Gloucester — for information about group
activities in the Monmouth/Hereford/Gloucester area local EOmember Roxy 01989 768128 cdsnhf@googlemail.comNew Foundations — HE groupandcharity offering social &
educationalactivities and supportin Cardiff and South Wales.
Every Mon 10am - 3pm,All HE families welcome.www.newfoundationshe.comJayne: newfoundationshe@virginmedia.com Ot 07913 955583South Wales Home Educators Network ~ Emaillist for Home.
Educators in and around S Walesto arrange get-togethers/events,
share ideas & news andoffer support.
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/swhen/

ChannelIslands
Home Education Jersey — Home education group. Contact Jess;
homeeducationjersey@gmail.comGuernsey Home Educators — Group of homeeducators and those
sympathetic to home education in Guernsey, Contact by email to:
contactlegguernsey@gmail.com

Northern Ireland
HEdNI(Home Education Northern Ireland), Umbrella group for
the whole of NorthernIreland; where a diverse community ofsmaller local groups and individual home educators can come
together for peer support & information,to advertise and find
events, and make connections. Contact Sarah: sorah@hedni.org

International (UK based)
HE-DS (Home Educatinga child with Down's syndrome) — Linking
families who are home educatinga child with Down's syndrome.
Attp://www.oakwellbarns.co.uk Facebook group(private, by
invitation) Contact by email to: ogkwellbarns@gmail.com

  

Please Note ....
HE families - Please contact the group organiserfor full detailsandto check that activities are ongoing. Note also that notallgroupsare run by EO members. FurtherInformation on thegroupslisted below is available via the Local HE Groups area of the
EO website. If you know of a groupthat'snotlisted, please askthe organiser to enter it at www.educationotherwise.net
If the first group you contact doesn’t suit you,try others in thearea oradjoining counties - often you'll find that members knowofother activities nearer to you, that you can try. Or—why notstart your own group? Email EO Enquiries (via ‘Contact’ tab onwebsite)for information.
Group organisers — please remember whengiving details of
events, thatthis list (both in Newsletter and on main area ofwebsite) may be seen by people who are not members of
Education Otherwise, and adjust your information accordingly.
Please also notify us promptly of contact & other changesvia the
Local Groups Co-ordinator: eolg@educationotherwise.org

 



 
Whodoes What in EO

Current Trustees [Council Members]
trustees@educationotherwise.org

Jonathan Adams
jadams@educationotherwise.org

Julie Arnold (Treasurer)
jarnold@educationotherwise.org

Shena Deuchars (Membership Secretary)
sdeuchars@educationotherwise.org
membership@educationotherwise.org

RebeccaGriffiths
rgriffiths@educationotherwise.org

Vicki Hon
vhon@educationotherwise.org

Jill Ingle
jingle@educationotherwise.org

Fe Mukwamba-Sendall
fsendall@educationotherwise.org

AnneRix (Chair, Publications Sec., Acting Co.
Secretary, Acting NL Co-ord, Buckstopper-General!)

arix@educationotherwise.org
Edwina Theunissen (Enquiries Secretary)

e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Kathleen Thompson

kthompson@educationotherwise.org
N.B. Email to:

trustees@educationotherwise.org
goesto all trustees

Addressfor general correspondencebyletter;
Education Otherwise [insert Dept.If known]
P.O. Box 63, SWAFFHAM,PE37 SAT
**® NOTENEWPO BOX NUMBER ***
WEBSITE: www.educationotherwise.net
Webmaster: Tom

webmaster@educationotherwise.org

Membership
Membership enquiries, address changes, membership
cards, new memberadmin:please contact the
Membership Secretary:

membership@educationotherwise.org
or by post to:
EO Membership, PO Box 63, Swaffham, PE37 9AT

#®AF AB. NEWPO Box ***
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Other Useful Contacts
Anti-Bullying Contact: Kathleen Thompson

01942 897779
GCSEs at Home: Louise 08445 003 683
GCSE/Examsemaillist:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HE-Exams-
GCSE-A_AS_Levels-OU-Others/

HE Exams Wiki: www.home-education-exams.org.uk
Exam Centres list: http://he-

exams.wikia.com/wiki/Finding_an_exam_centre
Concessions Contact: Lynsey Scott

concessions@educationotherwise.org
Concessions Co-ordinator: Cornelia Theunissen

c.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Dylexia Contact:Iris Harrison

Irisharrison6@aol.com
Enquiries Secretary: Edwina Theunissen 01978

661882 e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
EOStalls: Habiba Willow habibawillow@gmail.com
Flexi-schooling: VACANT
Local Contacts Co-ordinator: Lei Ashe

Icco-ordinator@educationotherwise.org
(or via Enquiries Secretary)

Local Group Insurance: AnneRix
Igic@educationotherwise.org

Local GroupsListings: Kennell Family
eolg@educationotherwise.org

Newsletter Coordinator: VACANT (AnneRix Acting)
eon|@educationotherwise.org
Publications Secretary: Anne Rix

orix@educationotherwise.org
publications@educationotherwise.org

School Anxiety Support: VACANT
Single Parent Contact: Sam Kruger 08445 003794

singleparent@educationotherwise.org
Special Needs: Alisa; 01458 835569 / 07707 060973

send@educationotherwise.org
SENDemaillist via: http://www.he-special.org.uk/
Treasurer: Julie Arnold

treasurer@educationotherwise.org
Volunteer Co-ordinator: Wendy Knight

vol-coordinator@educationotherwise.org



 
educaticonotherwise

Education Otherwise is a membershiporganisation, which provides support and
information for families whose children are being educated outside school, and for
those who wishto uphold the freedom offamilies to take proper responsibility for the
education oftheir children.

Ourprincipal aimsare to:
encourage learning outside the school system;
reaffirm that parents have primary responsibility for their children’s
education andthat they have the rightto exercise this responsibility by
educating them outof school;
establish the primary right of children to havefull consideration given to
their wishesandfeelings about their education;
promote knowledge, understanding and acceptanceof education
otherwise than at schoolin the world at large.

Education Otherwise Association Ltd.
P.O. Box 63, SWAFFHAM,PE37 9AT

##*® NOTENEWPO BOX NUMBER ***
Helpline 0845 4786 345

WebSite: http://www.educationotherwise.net
Education Otherwise Association Ltd., Registered Charity No. 1055120
A companylimited by guarantee andregistered in England and Wales No. 01917107

Registered Office Address: Bridgend, Meadow Lane, Swaffham, PE37 8LE

Printed by; Spindrift, 77 High Street, Holbeach, Spalding, Lines. PE12 7ED

 


