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SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
Please mark material ‘for publication’ and include your name, address, phone numberand email
as we may need to contact you to discuss your contribution (though details may be withheld
from publication on request). Email contributions will normally be acknowledgedwithin a few

days. If you require a postal acknowledgementplease enclose a stampedS.A.E.. If no
acknowledgementis received,or in case of queries, please contact the NL co-ordinator(see

below). Please also ensure your EO membershipis up to date before submission.
Deadline for the Spring issue is February 10"

Please send contributions via Section Editors or Newsletter Co-ordinator:
NL Co-ord<EONL@educationotherwise.org>

[postal contributions to: EONL Co-ord, PO Box 1309, Blackpool, FY1 9HN]
~~~~~ NB. postal system subject to forwardingdelaysso allow extra time ~~~~~
 

 Section Editors
REVIEWS TammyDolling: bookreviews@educationotherwise.org

or EO Reviews, PO Box 1309, Blackpool, FY1 9HN
 

 

DISCLAIMER
The opinionsin this publication are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
co-ordinator, editors, nor of Education Otherwise as a whole. This newsletteris edited by
volunteers andits primary purposeis to provide support and communication between
members.
All contributions have been accepted in goodfaith. Inclusion does not imply endorsement by
Education Otherwise Association Ltd., which cannot be held responsible for the information,
goodsor services provided, or any consequencesarising from them.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Submission does not guarantee publication. EO reserves the right to edit or reject
contributionsin line with editorial policy.
COPYRIGHT
Anyitem published in this newsletter may be reprinted in other home education magazinesin
the UK or abroad, or on the Internet. If you do not wantyour contribution reproduced
without your consent, please state clearly that you wish to retain the copyright If you submit
material in which you do not hold the copyright, please indicate the source so that we may
seek permissionto publish.
 

  IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL OR OTHER CONTACT DETAILS,
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pleasenotify us by email: database@educationotherwise.org, or by
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CONTENTS

VOLUNTEERS & EO BUSINESS
AGM COMMENT
IN REMEMBERANCE 10
MUSINGS 12
BOOK REVIEWS 15
S.E.N.D. NEWS 17
LOCAL GROUPSLISTING CRITERIA 2k
LOCAL GROUPS INFORMATION 22
E.0. CONTACTS — WHO'S WHO 27

Co-ordinatorial
Hello and welcometo the Winter edition of the
newsletter! | have decided this will be mylast
stint as newsletter co-ordinator, so we are now
in URGENT NEED OF A NEW EDITOR/CO-ORD.
If you can download attachments from emails,
have a good standard ofEnglish to edit or write
submissions, and can create documents and PDF
in an office program (| use freeware Libre Office
for the newsletter), you can dothis job.It usually
takes me a few days of work to getit all together
just before the deadline, whichis flexible. Images
are downloaded from openclipart.org - black and
white line drawings work best for the printed
page, and | will be happy to advise anyone
unsure of what to do. An understanding of
copyright law is also important as EO must set an
example in this, and don't need a lawsuit, so
submissions must beoriginalor in the public
domain (as from Gutenberg.org)
If this job doesn't appeal to you, there are many
other vacancies for volunteers to help run EO
and continue the important workit doesin
defending our basic right as parents to educate
our children in a way whichis ‘suitable to the
age, ability and aptitude of the child’ — a luxury
which schools, with their need for crowd-control, |
league table supremacy, and strictly 'ages and
stages’ order of work, simply can't offer. So if
you can help out in any way, please see the
Volunteer Vacancies page overleaf.

| would also like to encourage readers with
grown-upchildren, or those readers who have
seen the benefits of home educationfor their
children, to write in with their stories. De-
registering a child to educate them yourself is a
very brave, optimistic (and scary) thing to do —
sometimesa last resort when'the system' has
failed them. It is a shot in the dark — wereally
have no idea howit will affect our children
long-term; wejust have to travel hopefully and
do our best for them. What works for onechild
won't necessarily work for another though, as
each family is unique. Weall have good days
and bad days, and ‘just too tired’ days — | know
| had many 'wonderingif | did the right thing’
days (especially as everyone was happytotell
me | hadn't), so it is reassuring to read about
the experiences of those whohavefinished (or
nearly finished) their home ed.journey —
because weall do things differently, and yet
ourchildren turn out fine. If you want to share
your‘| Did it My Way'story, then please post or
email me your contribution (I will forward
submissions to the new co-ordinatorif we have
one). Don't worry if you are not ‘a writer’ —
your contribution can be edited to your
approval before going to print, and you may
remain anonymousif you wish, although we
will need your contactdetails.
Your money-saving tips, book reviews (by you
or your child) and ideas for resources and
activities are also very welcome,so please send
them in (contact details inside front cover.)
Thanksfor reading, and supporting Education
Otherwise. | hope your days are merry and
bright this Winter, in spite of the weather!

Fiona Stewart, newsletter co-ord.
(imagesin this newsletter from openclipart.org)

 



 

 

VOLUNTEER VACANCIES
Please contact the trustee namedfor moreinformation. If you feel you could contribute but don’tfancy
any of these vacancies, please send yourideas to our Volunteer Co-ordinator, Wendy <vol-
coordinator@educationotherwise.org>
N.B. all EO volunteersare eligible for a reduced membership subscription, and mayclaim reasonable
travel expenses for attendance at AGMs.
Helpline Telephone Volunteers
The Helpline is always in need of new volunteers. There's a rota, with 3 lines at a time (on 08445
numbers which are diverted to your own phone whenyou're on rota) so you don't haveto be ‘in’ all the
time you're ‘on' (currently about one week a month,but could be less with more volunteers coming
forward). You need to have experience of home education, but apart from that the main requirementis
to be a goodlistener, as most callers need to 'tell their story’ and to be reassured that HEis legal, that you
don't need to makeit like school, etc. before they can start to think about anything further. There's a
whole sheaf of information that you can refer people to (or look at yourself) for deregistration procedures
and so on, as well as backup from EO Local Contacts (who should know aboutHEactivities in their area
and howtheir own LA operates) and other EO specialists. For more detailed information we ‘signpost’ to
a range of other organisations. The Helpline co-ordinator is Edwina (who also doesa lot of otherstuff!)
and if you want more information you can contact her by email: Edwina Theunissen
e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org or ring her on 01978 661 882

Local Contact Volunteers
Theprimary role of the Local Contact is to welcome new HE families to EO and to provide contact with
their local HE community, information about local activities, reassurance that HE doesn't need to be
‘school at home’ but that a wide rangeof approachesare possible, encouragementto be confidentin
their ability to providefor their children's needs by home-based education, and non-judgemental
listening. It’s also valuableif the LC can offer information about deregistration, the procedures and
policies of their Local Authority, and support the family’s interactions with the LA. Some LCslike to
organise local activities, but that’s not essential and often shared by a numberoflocal families. If thereis
no LC in your area, and you have some experience of home education,please consider volunteering to
provide this valuable connection. For more information, please contact Edwina as above.
Newsletter Co-ordinator
As newsletter co-ord | use freeware Libre Office and download images from openclipart.org
Emails should be checked regularly and replied to, or forwarded to someone who canreply (I use a
seperate email sub-accountfor EO), The publications secretary AnneRix checks the finished work before
sendingto print, to make sure | haven't overlooked somethingvital. | am also responsible for editing the
local groups information with any updates — these are sent to me by another memberof the team who
collates them, as are the bookreviews.
The newsletter needs pages to be produced in multiples of4, for the printers (eg: 28 or 32 pages,etc.) If
there are not enough pages| either write something myself or use bits from the archives (ask Anne) or
use something copyright-free, in the public domain, usually from Gutenberg.org — Copyright law is very
important and must be adheredto, as EO has to set a good example and doesn't need a lawsuit!
Numbering the pages oncefinished, and creating the contentslist on page3 is thefinal job before saving
in PDFfor Anne andtheprinters.It's an interesting job if you are computerliterate, organised, methodical
and creative, with a good standard of English and an eyefor detail. Contact Anne Rix for further
information: arix@educationotherwise.org   



 
 

NEW TRUSTEE STATEMENTS

These statements from new trustees were published on the EO website (Member Homearea)
prior to the AGM,but are reproduced herefor information. The AGM on 18" October at Snibston
Museum wasinquorate (14 SUMspresent; another 1 who could have been called upon — but a
quorum is 16) therefore, as stipulated by our Memorandum and Articles of Association
(governing documents) it was adjourned for 7 days (at which point it is deemed to be quorate
however few SUMsattend). The Open Council Meeting that followed the inquorate AGM, gave
those SUMspresent the opportunity to discuss all the AGM agenda items and toindicate their
wishes, although no final decisions could take place. The adjourned meeting took place in
Wrexham on 25" October, whenall three candidates were elected and the remainder of the AGM
business also concluded,

Anne Rix, EO Chair

TRUSTEE NOMINATION STATEMENT — JONATHAN ADAMS
| have been a homeeducatorfor almostfive years. Actually that’s not true, because,like all of us,
I've been educating my kids (and others too if they're in range) for many years longer, and long
before they were schoolage.
| havefive children, two of whom are teenagers by myfirst wife with whom theylive, and who
suffered thetrials of a state education | was powerless to prevent. | did manage to glean some
insight into the state system having been variously the chair of the PTA and a governorattheir
comprehensive high school, which did nothing whateverto dispel either my deep mistrust of
state indoctrination boot-campswecall school, or my horror of the bear-pit gladiator academy
(not always merely a metaphor) whichis the contemporary schoolpeer group.
My youngerclutch are 8, 6 and 4 and only the eldest has spent any timeat all in school.
Overcoming my better instincts she joined one Septemberasa 'risingfive’(i.e. 4 years old) and by
Christmas we had seen her so wither that we put a stop toit for good. Apart from the unwanted
attentions of the local authority resulting from now being 'known', to whom | have beenat pains
to explain in no uncertain terms precisely wherethelimit of their powerlies, we've never looked
back.
lam an avowedlibertarian, and take the view that the state can damnwell takeits nose out of
my business generally, but especially when it comes to mychildren. | passionately believe that a
parent knowstheir child best, andit is to them that all others should defer.
Mywife and the motherofourthreelittle ones, is from Macedonia, and is an accomplishedfine
artist and animator. I'm a companydirector, running a small independent TV production
company www.pentos.tv

| have been an EO member since 2010, and would bring all my various experiences to bear as an
£0 trustee, but perhapsespecially as a veteran campaigner(| successfully had the heinous child-
fingerprinting regime abolished at the Suffolk comprehensive myelder children attended) and
someonewell used to the boonsandpitfalls of jousting with the media.

 



 

TRUSTEE NOMINATION STATEMENT — VICKI HON
| have been homeeducating for ten years during which time my family and | have been active
membersofthe local and online home education scene.| strongly believe that every child has the
right to a childhood free from unwarrantedstate intervention and that home education can and
should be able to deliver that right.
In the past | have been on management committees for national and local charities including
MINDthe mental health charity.
In recent years | have battled health problems, but despite this, continue to support home
educators via the internet, who have needed support with their decision to home educate in
North Wales and the UK. | feel that my advice has been valued and madea useful contribution to
HE.
Having been membersof EO asa family, for someyears followed by a break, our membership was
renewedearly in 2014,as | looked forward to using my experienceto help and support othersas |
had been helped and supported.
In my capacity with EO | can give time; something which any busy parent doesn't normally have.|
have experience and support for web basedactivities and am keento help take EO forwardsinto
the next generation,

TRUSTEE NOMINATION STATEMENT—JILL INGLE
My nameisJill Ingle. | live in Sheffield. | am a home educating Mum of three. My background
careerwasin nursing and | wasa wardSister butleft to look after my children when they were
very young.
We have been homeeducating for almost ten years now after deregistering our eldest two at the
endof primary school and this is when weoriginally joined EO (in 2005). They continuedtheir
education at home through to A-levels. We also spent a lot of time travelling in our campervan.
They completed their GCSEs/IGCSEs and A-levels as private candidates studying independently.
They are now bothat university. My son is studying Business and my daughter hadjust started a
degree in Midwifery.
My youngestsonis five years old and we have noplans to send him to school.
Welive ina very active home educating community. |'m one of the moderators on the local
email group and collate a monthly summarylist of all the regular activities. There were just over
twenty on the last one that went out. One of the main weekly meets that | organise has up to
eighty children attending. I'm also one of the admin team on the Facebook group Home
Education UK which has over 5000 members.
| organise the weekly meet and help moderate ourlocallist because they were very important to
me whenwestarted homeeducating and | want to makesure that they are available for others
now andin the future. | knowthatit is only through volunteers that this remains possible. For
the samereasons, | would welcome the opportunity to becomea trustee of Education Otherwise.   



 
Draft Minutes of adjourned Annual General Meeting

of Education Otherwise Association Ltd
on Saturday 25"" October 2014 2:00 pm at Pumrhyd, Wrexham, LL13 OTS

(Adjourned from 18" Octoberat Snibston Museum, where 14 SUMswerepresent)

 

 

 

PRESENT
Trustees

Anne Rix (Chair) Edwina Theunissen
APOLOGIES

Trustees SUMs
Julie Arnold Clive Ansell* Andrew Kennell Charlie Till** = Proxy
Lei Ashe* Pam Bellinger Tom Kennell vote held by Chair. There
Shena Deuchars* Wendy Charles-Warner* Katherine LaFleur* being no further arrivals
Fe Mukwamba-Sendal* Paul Griffiths Cornelia Muzael* by 2:30 pm (half an hour
Hanna Newton* RebeccaGriffiths Maged Muzael* after scheduled start
Kathleen Thompson Julian Hardy* Mandeep Ogbodobri* time) the Chair declared

Vicki Hon Ann SamuelTill* the meeting open
Jonathan Adams BrendanIngle Rosemary Stace*
tjubica T-Adams Jill Ingle Andries Theunissen*

1. Minutes of AGM 16 November 2013wereagreed asa true record and signed.
2. Consideration of A for i Ju 4
(a) Formal accountsnotyet available as paperworkhad only just been sent to Accountant. Delay had been caused
by difficulties regarding changeof bank signatories following previous AGM, which was only completed in Maythis
year. Accountswill be made available when ready. In meantime, summaryoffinancial information was accepted.
(b) It was noted that the circulated copy offinancial summary had an errorin the heading — date should have read
30"June 2014 (not 2013). Similarly, the date for the previous yearfigures at foot of sheet should have read 2013
(not 2012). However, in both cases the figures given were correct for y/e 30-06-14
(c) The figure of £24 for book sales was queried, as we no longerkeep stocks of booksfor sale. This was from old
stock supplied to the organiser of HesFes.

3. Auditor’s Remuneration Agreed to pay this whenthe invoiceis presented by Barry Darlington of Darlington &
Co, It is anticipated that the cost will be similar to the previousyear.

4. Appointment of Auditor Independent Examiner for 2014/5 Agreedto re-appoint Barry Darlington & Co.

5. Election of new Council Members
Thefollowing Trusteesretired from office by rotation, and offered themselvesfor re-election: Shena Deuchars,
Anne Rix, Edwina Theunissen.
The following were proposedindividually for election as Trustees: Jonathan Adams,Vicki Hon,Jill Ingle.
All those proposed wereelected by majority, taking into accountpreferences indicated by SUMspresentat the
original AGM/OCM on 18" October, and proxyinstructions held by the Chair.
Meeting closed 2:55 pm.

 



GROUP ORGANISERS PLEASE READ
Have you renewed your

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCEFOR 2014-15 ?

If you book a venuefor Local Group activities, they will want to know that your Public
Liability Insurance is up to date. The EO Group Policy runs from 1* Septemberto 31*
August, so we are now into the 2014-15 year. PLEASE RENEW NOW to ensure that your
groupis covered.

Thecost to groupsisstill £10 for the year (or part year) which is a very good deal. Not
everyonein your group has to be a memberof EO, but at least 3 EO memberfamilies must
take responsibility for organising the group and ensuring that the terms of the insurance
policy are followed. There’s nothing onerous — only the usual commonsenseguidelinesfor
HE groups, e.g. parents stay with children; non-profit making; no dangerousactivities, and
soon.

Detailed guidance and an application form are available to download from the Member
Homearea of the EO website. To minimise work for volunteers, we would request
membersto obtain these from the website, butin case ofdifficulty you may request
details by email from the Local Groups Insurance Co-ordinator
<lgic@educationotherwise.org>

ea   



 
 

First Impressions of an EO AGM
Coalville isn't quite the centre of England, butit’s very close (the actualcentre is said to be
Meriden some 30 odd miles to the SW). Coalville is where you will find the Snibston Discovery
Museum,built in, on and around colliery which was working right up until Margaret Thatcher
and lan MacGregor gottheir handson it. Andit was the location of this year's EO AGM.
We were delighted to discover that it was perfectly OK to bring our kids with us andin hindsight,
being a HomeEd gathering, | can't imagine why we thought it would ever be any other wayreally.
The unfathomable excesses of the Highways Agency and theirinfallible gift for making a mess of
things notwithstanding, we got across from Suffolk in a little under three hours, to find a very
welcoming bunchoffolks and, thankfully, a museum that was, in equal proportion, eclectic and
robust enoughto hold the hands-onattentions of three lively children of 3, 6 and 8. Had we the
foresight to have gotthere bit earlier, I'm sure we could have got even moreoutofit.
You could lift a Mini car with pulleys; there were “olden days” (as my daughterputit) video
gamesconsoles,like the Sega Megadrive; a Van Der Graaf generator(| think — the bzzzt machine
belovedof old Frankenstein movies) and a miniature steam railway, which the boys absolutely
loved. But for my 8 year old daughter, the favourite wasa very well put together section not
unlike a mini V&A, sporting displays of fashion through the ages.
We had comeon twocountsreally. Firstly to get a closer look at this mythical beast that had
coaxed us into the unknown waters of home education: Education Otherwise; and secondly, for
my ownpart, to stand for election as a trustee (I'm happy to say | was, along with twoothers,
duly elected).
The eventitself was very well organised with Anne having done most of the organisation, ably
assisted by Edwina and Shena,with Cornelia In support taking the minutes. There wereteas,
coffees, juice and biscuits on arrival, for us and for the kids, and the cafe provided a range of
snacks and simple lunches at reasonable prices. Even when we adjourned to the meeting room
for 'the formal bit’, all the kids came too - quietly drawing or playing with each other, and
occasionally joining the grown-ups to show examplesof their work. The business of the day
neverfelt hurried or forced, and we frequently tookthe children off for another wander around
the museum,and got to know someofthe other HE families there. We were surprised at 5pm,
whenit was timeto leave (they weretrying to close the centre) as time had simply flownby. For
ourkids, leaving was thelast thing on their minds! They had an absolute ball. We have had to
make them a solemn promise to return again next year, and have made some new friends whom
wehopeto see again very soon.
| can’t recommendit highly enough! It’s not that far from anywhere really - there are some good
weekend break deals to be had, which we mightjust take up next time; not least so we can get
even more “discovery” out of Snibston, And as there seem to be more HE'rs than ever before,
perhapsit’s time to get out from behind the computer screens and connectwith folks with whom
you probably have a great deal in common. Oh and the kids will love it too!

Jonathan, Suffolk

 



Remembering Old Friends
Leicestershire and homeed havelost two dearfriends and oldie stalwarts this past year, Lucy Charlton and Pete
Fisher. Current members and readers may not know them buteachin their own ways played very full roles in
national and local home educationin the last generation where the young folk are nowin their 20s and early 30s.
Lucy died at home on August 23" last year (2013) after a sharp decline in a very slowly progressing condition,
diagnosed twoyearsearlier. Pete died very suddenly and unexpectedly at home on May 20"this year.

Lucy Charlton 19:

 

01.
Lucy Charlton was an active memberof EO from very early days (about 30 years) through to the big change in EO
around 2007/8. Amongst manyother aspects Lucy will probably be remembered well by home edders for how
she really cared about EO gatherings and saw the importantpart they played for families. This manifested in how
much she putinto them. Very often she, along with Keith, had not only organised the gathering but planned the
food , broughtit and did a fair share of the preparing,all with Keith in partnerhip whilst he wasplaying his own
wider role too. She sawthatliving and eating well together for these short times helpedusall to go back to our
day to daylives and enjoy andlive them better for the shared community and support. She kept a caring eye
open and made surethat families were welcomed andincluded and along with others encouragedthat culture
within EO and gatherings. It was.a culture of mutual parenting support without being structured as such... and the
youngonesflourishedin it and usually had ball.
There was of course so much moreto Lucy than the EO jobs she did (nationally, as well as local EO group in
Leicestershire). She worked forsocial justice in every aspectofherlife whilst always paying goodcaring attention
to those she embraced and encountered,inevitably making manyfriends along the way. Thefirst anniversary of
Lucy’s death has just passed (23/8/13) with much remembering, and sheis missed greatly by so many; notleast of
course by Keith and the family which currently includes five grandchildren as well as adult children: Laurie, Hazel,
Sam , Alex and Ben. Lucy Charlton’s legacyis Lovein its broadest most universal sense.
PS late newsis that thereis a sixth Charlton grandchild as of early October: \sobella Lucy,sister to Raffa and Max
hasarrived for mum Laurie and dad Rob!!

Pete Fisher 1955-2014
In an EO context, Pete Fisher was a home ed dad. That meanthe wasall the best of things which that can be...
a supportive and participant parent in the actual home educationofhis and Jill's three children, and lending his
energy and resources to supporting the movement throughits national and local groups. Those of you who know
the family will be very aware of Pete and his cheery, witty and helpful contributions but others may be much more
familiar withJill, his spouse whowaschair of EO for a few years and an active council memberbeforethat. Jill was
a strong and effective chair and to turn the old cliché on its head ‘behind every good woman... Well in this case
there wasPete! A university professorin his ownright (with many plauditsin thatfield and a lovely academic
tribute on facebook) Pete supportedJill in her role all the way. That support extended to others in many forms
from giving the benefit of his expertise and good thinking when needed,to he andJill hosting meetings and
gatherings at their homein Leicester, again in both national andlocal Leicester home ed. (Anyone who's been to
their homewill recognise fondly the image of Pete unobtrusively gathering the dishes into the dishwasherin the
latter course of an evening... engaging in conversations as he went.) Pete was good company. He was a good
thinker and certainly helped keep more than a few discussionswith their feet on the ground. Heliked to laugh
too, and his hearty laugh will echo for a long time for those who knewhim, It turns out Pete was modesttoo, as
even those of us home edders who knewthefamily well have only discoveredin his death just how muchelse
Pete did and did so well. Pete’s loss is a sharp pain for everyone, but mostofallforJill who haslost her closest
buddy as well as herlife’s love, and of course for Beth, Kate and lan who'velost their lovely dad far too soon.
In manywaysin his home ed capacity, Pete Fisher represents the many members and parents over the years who
have, often quietly but invaluably, in the background, made EO work and grow andbe supportive and informative.
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Lucy Charlton 1953-2013 Pete Fisher 1955-2014

 
 



Musings of a permanently-frazzled mummy

Busting the myth...
Well so much for having a pseudonym! It seems that I must have a pretty
distinctive ‘voice’ becauseI've been identified all over the place. Apparently it
soundedjust as if I were talking - sorry to those who know me - you have to hear
me rattle on more than enough! The feedback to my first article has been
interesting: several friends have commented thatour family life sounds idyllic, and
that I sound so content with home-edding. I had a bit of a panic when I heard that
to be honest - if friends who know me well have been given that impression,
goodness knows what the rest of you must have thought. So I figured I'd better
reveal the truth about whatit’s really like home-edding, especially for any newbies
out there who might have super-high expectations of their new lifestyle.
Our home-edlife is not all peaches and cream, honeysuckle round the door, ‘sugar
and spice andall things nice’. In fact, at least half of the time, it's much more
‘snips and snails, and puppy-dog's tails’. Well it is for me herein mylittle corner of
the Universe anyway; and particularly this last month or so. I've been really
struggling with a severeallergic reaction that has left me deprived ofsleep, energy
and anything vaguely nearing a sense of humour. Cue ‘grumpy mummy’ rather than
‘yummy mummy’! Hubby has been workingsilly hours at his school, with numerous
late nights; money has disappeared out of our account much faster than normal,
which sparked a mini melt-down as I realised there was no way we could makeit
through the month without getting into debt; and my to-dolist has been increasing
at an alarming rate, despite my best efforts to tick off one item every day. Our
first-born has perfectedhis ‘wind everyone up’ routine, number 2 has achieved an
A*in his ‘Woe is me, everyone picks on me’ dramatisation, number 3's dulcet tones
have reached anall-time high and are now breaking the sound barrier, and number 4
has been enjoying refusing to co-operate with even the smallest or most pleasant of
requests. Numbers 1 and 2 can't be in the same room withoutfalling out, number 3
(age 5) is declaring that she needs somespace... and number 4 can't do anything
without at least one of her siblings to pay court to her every wish.
In my feeble and pitiable state, I found myself declaring to hubby, as he trudgedin
from one of said late nights, that I simply ‘couldn't and wouldn't do this any more.
The children simply had to go to school, the following morning if possible, and he
would have to doall the school runs because I needed to sleep!’ Now therewill be
those of you reading this who'll know that this isn't the first time in my home-
edding journey that I've threatened the kids with school, but it was,in all12   



 
seriousness, the first time that I'd said it and meantit. At least for five minutes
anyway. There are times whenit all becomes just a little too much. Whenit’s all too
easy to lose sight of the Big Picture; the reasons why we're doing this in the first
place, and to focus on the small skirmishes we're currently losing, rather than on
aiming to win the overall campaign. As much as I love my children, and find them
rather interesting and amusing on a good day, we have plenty of bad days where I
find myself longing for bed-time to arrive just so that I don't have to feign
interest in whether Superman or the Hulk might win a head-to-head; or spend
precious time looking for a missing Barbie shoe; or pretend to enjoy eating some
sticky, plastic, odd-looking vegetables that the littlie assures me is a yummysoup.....
Sometimes I need some time off.
I've recently found myself imagining what life would belike now if I'd returned to
teaching full-time after becoming a mummy, returned to the challenge of being
Head of Department in a tough, inner city Nottingham school; if we'd never even
considered home-edding in the first place. We'd have a lot more money in the bank
for a start. I'd be able to cover my mummy scars, lumps and bumps in brand-new
clothes rather than charity shop finds or eBay wins; we'd be able to treat ourselves
to a passport each and enjoy at least one foreign holiday each year; I wouldn't have
to plan our meals a month in advance to ensure I stay within our tight food budget:
we could pop out to a local restaurant when I didn't feellike cooking...

But then I think of all the things I wouldn't have time to enjoy: those light-bulb
moments with one of the kids when a tricky concept suddenly sinks in; the light
shining in a pair of eyes as they excitedly outline what the next chapter in their
story is going to entail; those lazy afternoons spent cuddled up together, munching
on popcorn as we enjoy a nature documentary, with one of the boysvery seriously
explaining to the girls that ‘The lions are mating, you know - that's how they make
lion cubs!'; those impromptu cuddles from one of the gang as they race past me at
the kitchen sink, declaring that I'm the best mummyever...On reflection, I reckon I
can do without those brand-new clothes (I've always enjoyed the thrill of
competition anyway, so eBay fulfils that need.) Who needs to explore foreign lands
when we have the stunning Norfolk coast on our doorstep? The challenge of sticking
to our budget keeps me on my toes, and no-one makes a lasagne quite like mum.
T guess it all comes down to perspective really. When you're in the middle of a mini-
crisis, and it seems that there's no easy way out, it can feel that packing thelittle
varmints off to school would be a suitable Band-aid. But that's all it would be - a
Band-aid. Parenting isn't meant to be easy, however you choose to educate:it's
always going to be a bit of a challenge; a bit of an uphill struggle, at least from
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time-to-time. However much I sometimes feel that I could cheerfully throttle
them (metaphorically, of course - no need for anyone to contact Social Services),
and however much it sometimes feels that I'm stuck between a rock and a hard
place, I wouldn't give up the time I have with my ragamuffins forall the posh
clothes, fancy holidays and meals out that my previous teaching salary could buy.
I've found thatit helps me to regard home-edding as my profession. It helps to
give me a sense of worth, to reassure me that I'm playing a vital role in my
children's lives, because I thinkit's all too easy to slip into the world's view that
being a mummyisn't a full-time job, and certainly not a valuable one. Whatever my
kids have to go without financially, they are certainly richerforall the hours we
can spendlearning togetherand laughing together, and they are developing a mean
streak in accepting apologies from a tearful mummy who's had yet another blow-up!
Maybe it helps to be honest about our struggles as well. When crying on the
shoulder of a wonderful friend recently, she asked if I'd reached the stage where I
didn't really ‘like’ my children anymore. I gasped, and spluttered, and hesitated to
answer. Surely I was the only one who ever felt that strongly about my children?
But she assured me, very calmly, that that was an emotion she felt on a fairly
regular basis, and that no, it didn't mean she no longer loved them or wanted the
best for them. It simply meant that she'd reached the end of her tether and |
needed bit of ‘time out’. This same wonderfulfriend then explained that her gang
know that when she escapes to her greenhouse for a few hours, they're probably
best to give her a wide berth and sort their own lunch, while she has a little time to
take stock and re-charge.
I'm going to keep aiming for the honeysuckle round the door, and for days made of
‘sugar and spice and all things nice’, becauseit's good to aim high. But I'm going to
do so with a healthy dose of realistic expectations, and accept that I will have days,
possibly weeks, perhaps even months, when I can't quite pull it off successfully. I
will accept that just being ‘good enough’ IS good enough, on those days when being
any more than that just doesn't seem humanly possible. Oh, and I might have to
invest in a greenhouse...

(nameand address supplied)BS
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Book Reviews
We would love to hear about the books which you and your family have read and enjoyed, so
please send us your reviewsfor the newsletter! The email address for submissionsis
jookrevil educationotherwise.org. don’t forget that the EO Amazonstore has a wide

range of books on offer, and by using the store you not only get Amazon'sgreatprices, but you
also help EO to raise funds. The store can be accessed via the main EO website.
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Apartheid
Author: Monica Clarke (only on kindle)
This bookis about apartheid and howit affected peopleof different culture. It made them
unhappyandsad. There is good example ofthis on page 17. | thinkit is unfair that just because
youare different, you wouldbe treateddifferently.| think it should be for younger age 5 -11.

(Review by Cove, aged 11)
From the amazon website, this is a book designed to introduce primary school-aged children to
the issues of apartheid, to promote discussion with parents or teachers about the dangers of
accepting social practices and laws which attack and erode humanrights.
For every book sold 20% is donated to | PROTECT ME (IPM), which trains school children, women
and other vulnerable adults in South Africa self-protection skills. IPM is a non-profit organisation
registered in the Western Cape, South Africa (No 127-027). http://www.susiladharma.org/i-
protect-me Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/IProtectMe?fref=ts Twitter: @|ProtectMeSA

Taming the Tiger Paren
Author: Tanith Carey
Publisher: Robinson (18 Sep 2014)
ISBN-10: 1845285492
ISBN-13: 978-1845285494

This is a fascinating look at MODERNparenting,with its competitive edge (or claws!) sharpened
as neverbefore, I've never been a competitive mum, or a competitive personin general, so the
world which this book describes is a mystery to me, although both my son and| were very badly
affected by the atmosphereof fierce competition prevailing in schools, before | removed him to
homeeducate from the age of nearly 9 years old (by which time he was a school refuser with
severe behavioural problems).
Tanith discusses the damaging effects of the huge pressures on children nowadays, to perform
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exceptionally well in tests, exams, and also in extra-curricular activities. With everything focused
on gaining that top university place in the end, and nobodyactually questioning the real value of
it all. Fierce competition in schools results in fiercely competitive parents, who may unwittingly
push their children to breaking point ‘for their own goodin the long run’. Tanith drawsonlots of
research and studiestoillustrate the harm this does to children, their families and friendships —
and ironically to their education too!
The loss of childhood for this generation of children, pressured as never before, andthelifelong
damage being doneto their mental and physical health in the nameof 'education'is a travesty
whichaffects all children, even those in home educated settings. The general atmosphere of
competition prevails all around us, and causes many home educating parents anxiety over their
child's academic performance, not helped by Loca! Education Authorities breathing down our
necks demanding evidence of ‘progress’ constantly.
The last part of Tanith's book looks at remedies for pushy parents, and gentler ways of
encouraging yourchildren to do their best and reachtheir potential, without damageto their
health, childhood, self-confidence or relationships. An excellent book on parenting and
education, and very readablewith lots of interesting anecdotes — plus an amusing look at
different styles of ‘Tiger Mums' whom you may have met andwill probably recognise!

(Review by Fiona Stewart — Newsletter Co-ord.)

Stray Sock Sewing
Authors: Dan Ta and Are Wei
Publisher: David & Charles (26 Sep 2008)
ISBN-10: 0715330160
ISBN-13: 978-0715330166
Weall have stray socks — those whosepartnersadly developed a hole or were eaten by the
washing machine monster. Now theycan be given a new leaseoflife (having been washedfirst of
course!) Alternatively brand new pairs of socks can be madeinto cheap, unique cuddly toys and
‘friends' for any age-group. The ideasin this book are very cute and easy to make, and there is a
section on embroidery of faces etc. Cheap pillows are great for toy stuffing — just cut off a corner
and pull some out! The bookis full of whimsical characters, charmingly photographedinreallife
settings, with easy-to-follow, step-by-step instructions.

(Review by Fiona Stewart — Newsletter Co-ord.)

Art Lab for Kids
Author: Susan Schwake
Publisher: Quarry (1 Mar 2012)
ISBN-10: 1592537650
ISBN-13: 978-1592537655
Writen by a mother who hasrun private art school for children for nearly 20 years, this inspiring
book covers essentials for setting up an area for your children to explore art, drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture, and mixed media. Each section features the workof practising artists as
Susanbelieves that through viewing the art of a wide variety of artists, students can identify with
a particular movementorartist’s work, which can reassure them about their own work. The book
is designed as a teachingaid for you to use with yourchildren. Although aimed at children,it
would be equally suitable for adults wanting to explore art-making.

(Review by Fiona Stewart — Newsletter Co-ord.)
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EO SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) News
The up dated SEN Code OfPractice is now withus. If you have a statement,it should be
honoured and gradually changed over to an EHCP by 2018:
‘Children and young people whocurrently have a statementof special educational needswill
gradually have this converted into an EHCP through the Annual Review process between
September 2014 andJuly 2018' (Haringey, about EHCPs).
Gov.uk has nowissued a documententirely for SEN and 'HOME EDUCATED CHILDREN':
REVI. FUNDING GUIDANCE FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES O ME EDUCATED CHILDREN
1. This documentprovidesrevised guidance for local authorities on the funding of home
educatedchildren,in the light of various changes to the schooland local authority funding
system that comeinto effect in 2013-14. In that respectonly, it replaces guidance on home
education issued by the Departmentin a letter from Hardip Begol in 2010.
2. It remains the case that whenparents chooseto electively home educatetheir children they
assumefinancial responsibility for their children’s education. However, the Department
continues to recommendthatlocal authorities should take a flexible approach to support for
homeeducating parents where appropriate. Particular issues are addressed below.
3. In the previous funding system up to 2012-13, the Dedicated Schools Grant wascalculated by
totalling the numberof pupils on various annual census forms and multiplying them by a
guaranteed unit of funding. Home educated pupils for whom the local authority was providing
significant financial support in respect of special needs could be entered on the Alternative
Provision Census.

4. In the new funding system from 2013-14, special educational needs funding, other than in
mainstream schools, comesfrom the local authority's high needs block within the Dedicated
Schools Grant. The high needs block is not based on pupil numbers buton the historic spend on
high needsofeach local authority: the Alternative Provision Censusis no longer used for funding
purposes. So while home educated pupils supported by the authority can still be entered on the
census, this no longertriggers additional funding. Local authorities’ responsibilities in respect of
high needsextendto all pupils whoare ordinarily resident in their area, including those who are
homeeducated. Local authorities haveflexibility to move money betweentheother blocks of
DSG andthe high needsblock in order to meet high needsin their area.
5. As regards children with statements of SEN which nameschoolsas the appropriate placement
for a child but parents decide to educate such a child at home,it remains the local authority's
duty to ensure that the child’s needs are met through the provision madebythe parents. The
local authority can support parentsfinancially in these circumstances under section 319 or
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section 19 of the Education Act 1996(this would fall under either paragraph 18 or paragraph 20
of Schedule 2 to the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2012). In deciding how
much support is needed,the local authority should be aware that, unlike schools, parents do not
receive base funding from the public purse in support of SEN, and should not therefore be
expected to pay £10,000 before they receive any support. Wherechildren have statements of
SENthat set out home education as the appropriate provision undersection 319 of the
Education Act 1996, the local authority has a statutory duty to arrange the special educational
support set out on the statement.
6. Children with SEN but without statements may also be educated at home. In these
circumstanceslocal authorities should consider whether they require support from the public
purse. This provision can also be made undersection 319 or section 19 of the Education Act
1996.
7. With effect from September 2013 FE and sixth form colleges can admit pupils aged 14 or 15
and receive funding for them direct from the Education Funding Agency.This includes not only
specific provision for groups of pupils but also individual admissions of pupils who would
otherwise be home educated, and who maywell be educated with young people aged 16-18.
We would therefore not expectlocal authorities to be paying fees to the colleges for these
pupils.
8. The Departmentrecognises that somelocal authorities will have been paying fees to colleges
in respect of home educated children in 2012-13 in the expectation that they would be able to
reclaim a unit of DSG in 2013-14, which will no longer happen under the new funding system.
The Departmentwill reimburse authorities for this expenditure as an addition to DSG. Weare
consulting a numberof authorities about the simplest way of doing this and will shortly set out a
procedure.
9. Somelocal authorities may be providing otherkindsof financial support for home educators
such as examination fees. These smaller elements of support were neverassociated with
additions to DSG.Local authorities can continue to provide this kind of support under section 19
of the Education Act 1996.

There has been feedback concerning children who have been turned downfor an EHCP but
offered a non-statutory plan instead. The latter seems to be nonelegally binding:

'Somelocal authorities (on the ‘Pathfinder’ programme)are issuing EHCplansearly in place of
Statements, but these planswill no legal status. After Septemberonly EHC planswill be issued
and will be legally binding’ (CFDC Bill Myths).

'Some pathfinder authorities have developed non-statutory plans for disabled children and
young people without SEN to reflect the best practice of EHCPs and we will make available the
learning from these approaches' (CFDC Edward Timpsonletter).
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At the consultation stage, the National Autistic Society recognised there had been some
advancementin areas of the new code, although it was ‘disappointed that the revised Code
does not address a numberofserious flaws in the earlier version’:
The NAShas responded to a Governmentconsultation on revised draft Special Educational
Needsand Disability Code of Practice, which providesvital statutory guidance for the new SEN
system being introduced by the Children and Families Act.
The NASsaid the previousversion of the Code consulted on by the Governmentwasnotfit for
purpose.It failed to clearly articulate rights and duties or provide practical guidance for
professionals in meeting the needsof children and young people with SEN.
While there have been somesignificant improvements in layout and accessibility, the NAS is
disappointed that the revised Code does not address a numberof seriousflawsin the earlier
version:

We remain particularly concerned that schools responsibilities for identifying and supporting
children and young people with SEN have been erodedin the new system. As the Codestands,
there is serious risk that the significant numberofchildren and young people with autism that
will not qualify for Education, Health and Care Plans will be worse off.
In particular, the revised Code fails to provide sufficiently clear and robust guidance on:
The replacementof School Action/School Action Plus: The guidance on SEN Support, which
replaces SchoolAction and School Action Plus,still lacks necessary clarity on triggers on the
different levels of action schools must take to support children with SEN. A new single category
with no formality around the stageswithin it will not improve accountability to children and
youngpeople, to parents, and to public funds.This basic lack of transparency on schools based
supportrisks exacerbating already unacceptable delays in putting in place the support children
with autism need tofulfil their potential. It essential that the Code providesgreaterclarity on
what parents and young people can expect from Schools and other education settings in
meeting their best endeavours to support children and young people with SEN .
*Data and record keeping: Following the removal of guidance on Individual Education Plans, the
Codestill lacks minimum standards on record keeping for pupils with SEN. This risks leaving
schools, parents and Tribunals without a clear framework for recording and reporting on a child’s
progress.It is essential the Code includes clear guidance on minimum standards expected of
schools on record keeping for pupils with SEN.

*Redress for health andsocial care provision in Education, Health and Care Plans (EHC) Plans:
There are multiple and overlapping processes set out for those seeking to challenge health and
social care provision, with insufficient clarity for parents on the most suitable avenueto pursue .
The lack of a joined up system of redress remains a major weakness of the new SEN system. It is
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essential the Governmentaddressthis in the review into redress for EHC Plans, promised in
response to concerns raised by NAS and others.
Feel free to contact us if you would like to get involved with EO SEND:
e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
References: Existing statements and EHCPs: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index/children-
families/send/send-ehcps.htm Gov.uk guidance for SEN and home education:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/294898/revise
d_funding_guidance_-_local_authorities_on_home_educated_children.pdfCouncil For Disabled
Children Bill Myths: http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/media/529424/top-cf-bill-
myths-ehc-plans.pdf CFDC Edward Timpsonletter, EHCPs and non-statutory plans:
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/media/285915/letter_from_edward_timpson_on
_children_and_families_bill_5_feb_2013.pdf National Autistic Society response to the new code
of practice: http://www.autism.org.uk/News-and-events/News-from-the-NAS/Response-to-SEN-
code-of-practice.aspx New SEN CodeOfPractice:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/342440/SEND
_Code_of_Practice_approved_by_Parliament_29.07.14.pdf

The Role of a School Nursein H.E.
1am currently a trainee school nurse undertaking a BSc (Hons) course to become a Specialist Community Public
Health Nurse (SCPHN). During this time it has come to my attention that home educated children and their
families may be unaware that the School nursing service is commissioned for ALL school aged children regardless
of their place of education. This short article aims to raise your awareness of the role we play and | hope it will
encourage you to accessthis service. We can be contacted via your child’s GP practice. The school nurse service
essentially supports children and young people of between 5-19 years of age to achieve their potential for
physical, emotional and social well-being so that they can get the most from life and education and become
responsible for their own health. We do this in accordance with the Department of Health's Healthy Child
Programme which recognises the importance of assessment of need and early intervention to improve young
peoples’ future outcomes. The key services that we provide include leading and delivering an evidence-based
immunisation programme for children including Meningitis C, HPV (girls) and Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio
boosters for teenagers. We also screen the growth and developmentof 5 and 10 year olds andare available for
healthy eating,lifestyle and behaviour advice andstrategies. 1:1 meetings are offered to individuals to discuss and
support with issues or signpost to other agencies where appropriate. By offering health and well-being
questionnaires to children and young people at the ages of 5, 10-11, 14-15 years and post teens weare able to
develop and deliver appropriate interventions to address need and promotepublic health.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us for more information on how our public health and health promotion services
can be accessedfor yourchild. If you have any problems contacting the school nurse for your area please email
buc-tr.chascphnSN@nhs.netwith yourdetails and we will get in touch with you.

Liz Watkins (RN, RN (child) SCPHN (SN)student).
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CRITERIA for LOCAL GROUPLISTING on EO WEBSITE

Js your Local Home Education Grouplisted on the EO website? If so, PLEASE READ...
While we welcomethe increasing diversity of HE groups and other alternative education resources,this
has meant that some anomalies have creptin to the EO website listing of HE groups, and wefeel that
clarification is needed.
Inclusionin thelist is dependant upon the group being organised in accordance with the general
understanding of a Home Education Group,thatis:

@ Agroup of home educating families providing mutual support, sharing information and resources,
whetherby electronic means or by meeting for social and educational activities.

¢ Activities are free (or at small contribution to cover costs); parents attend with their children, who
are of mixed ages.

* Usually, activities take place at a variety of venues, are organised bydifferent parents and open to
all local HE families.

These are essential criteria for the EO website Local Group listing.
Please note, we do require two namedcontact people for the group, with email and/or phone details, to
ensure we can keep in touch with you, though these do not need to be shown in the public entry (the
email contact form is directed to one of the given email addresses).
Further information about your HomeEd group should give an indication of whatkindof activities take
place and howitis organised, so that potential members can make an informed choice as to whether
they wish to join your group. Where Facebookor other social media are mentioned,this should be part
of the general group description and not as a replacement for Yahoo group/email/phone/website.
PLEASE NOTE —alternative/small/free schools/learning centres (e.g. where activities are organised only at
a specified venue, requiring fees with a fixed course commitment/timetable, and children are left without
parents) do NOT qualify for HE group listing. Nor do websites, Facebook pagesetc, that simply list
books/resources/equipment/etc. If you are unsure, please email the Local Groups Co-ordinator with a
full description.
Organisers of Local HE Groupsare asked to check their entries on the EO website AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,
to ensure that they conform to the abovecriteria and that the contact informationis up to date and
accessible. If you find that amendments are required, please email the Local Groups Co-ordinator as
soon as possible: EO Local Groups eolg@educationotherwise.org

GROUPSTHATDO NOTSUPPLY THE REQUESTED INFORMATION,OR APPEAR NOTTOFIT THE
DESCRIPTION ABOVE, WILL BE REMOVED FROM THEEOLISTING BY 31* December2014.

(though of course you arefree to re-apply if you missed the deadline!)

Do you run a local group with other home educating families? \f so and you'dlike an entry on the
local groupslist on the website (and in the newsletter), please complete the application form on the
website by choosing 'HE Groups[Area]’ from the left hand menuat: http://www.educationoth:
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LOCAL HOME EDUCATION GROUPS
HErs — Please contact the group organiserforfull details and to check that activities are ongoing. Note also that groups are not
always run by EO members. Further information on the groupslisted belowis available via the Local HE Groupsareaof the EO
website. If you know ofa groupthat’s notlisted, please ask the organiser to enterit at www.educationotherwise.net
Grouporganisers — please rememberwhengivingdetails of events, thatthislist (both in Newsletter and on main area of website)
maybe seen by people who are not members of Education Otherwise, and adjust yourinformation accordingly. Please also notify us  ct  

England
Bedfordshire
Christian Home Ed —Scott and Rachel, scottandrache/@ntlworld.comBusy B-Hes - Weekly drop-in offering chats and support; activities.Pauline 01234 720819 / 07976026167p.curl28@btinternet.com:BedHed - An informal group of homeeducating families in and aroundBedford http://bedhed.org.uk
Berkshire
Berkshire Home Educators ~ for HE families in & adjoining Berkshirehttp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/groups/berkshirehomeeducators/
Expanding Horizons:trips, activities, regular meet ups and informationfor other Local groups. www.expandinghorizonsuk.com : Rebecca01494 882484, expandinghorizonsuk@gmail.comHeroes-HE - weekly Home Education Clubat animalfarm, withworkshops, etc. www.heroesberkshire.co.uk/homeeducators. htm!
Bristol
Bristol HomeEducation ~ A \ocal support group Bristol areahttp://www.bristolhomeeducation.org.uk/Bristol Home Education Learn Place (HELP) Carla 01179 354389corla-maria@blueyonder.co.uk
Bristol Home Education Co-op — contact pointfor HE activities inBristol. E.g. music, Spanish, English andart classes, climbing sessions,special workshops, days out, and a FREE weekly Co-op meet up withcrafts, activities & socialising. Yahoo groupfor eventdetails,
information & support: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BristolHEC/Contact: BristolHEC-owner@yahoogroups.com Or 0117 9553582Home Education in Bristol and the South West — locawebsite withinformation and links for groups, events andactivitiesin Bristol and thesurrounding areas + national info & resources,
http://alternative-education-bristol.moonfruit.com/
Contact: Therese,alternativeeducation. bristol@gmail.com
Buckinghamshire
Free Range Education — range of educationaleventsand activities inMilton Keynes & North Bucks Sarah: 07725 039981www.freerangeeducation.orgHomeEducation Milton Keynes ~ informal non-hierarchical group for
HErs in Milton Keynes & surrounding areas. http://www.he-mk.org.ukhttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/MadCows-MK/joinMilton Keynes Home Educators Network (MKHEN)~ Educational andsocial activities and events, online support groups, mentoring and an
active relationship with the LA. http:;//www.mkhen.org.uk
Georgeanne 01908 662256 sienna-swift7@powernet.co.ukMK-CHEF — HE support groupfor Milton Keynes, Affiliated to Home
Service but you do not need to bea Christiantojoin,
Attp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/mk-chefSouth Bucks HomeEducators ~ (& surrounding areas)http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/southbuckshomeedExpanding Horizons,(see Berkshire).
Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire Home Educators — A website al] about home educatingin Cambridgeshire includinglocal groups and howto contact them.www.cambshomeed.co.uk Jane; cambshomeed@gmail.comCambridge HomeEducating Families (CHEF) — for parents/carers who
HE or considering HE, http://www.cambridgehomeeducators.org.uk/Morag: 01223 464918 morag2000@hotmail.comCambridge HomeEducating Community Activity List - summary ofsessions and regular groupsin Cambridge www.educationchoice.org.ukKaren: 01223 573220 karen@karenrodgers.co.uk
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CheshireMid Cheshire Home Educators — Bi-monthly meetings and regular‘outings. http:/groups.yahoo.com/group/mche
South Cheshire HomeEducators — Jacqui, southcheshirehe@gmail,com
http://www.southcheshirehe.btck.co.uk/
CornwallHomeGrown ~$ E Cornwall HEGroup- Alternate Mondays in Liskeard:classes in drawing & draughtsmanship / drama For ages 8-15. £6 persession. : Kath 01579 340591
Lostwithiel area H.£. group - New groupjuststarting up - come alongandhelp! Contact: Craig, hyrax@hotmail.co.uk
CumbriaWest Cumbria Home Education Group ~ friendly group members fromall over W, Cumbria — Structured or Free-range — All welcome!https://www.facebook.com/aroups/WestCumbriaHE/ Contact: Tallie,metallienat@aol,com
West Cumbria Home Educators —(including Keswick). Mutual supportfor HErs in West Cumbria WestCumbriaHomeEd@gmail.com
Derbyshire
Chesterfield Home Education Group (CHEG) weekly meetings and daysout for all ages, https://m.facebook.com/groups/437541106366026/Contact: Sandy, sandymarriott@gmail.comDerby Home Education Group (DHEG) - Weekly. Gym Clubat sportscentre with instructor. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/derbyhe/
Home Ed Buxton Area — Local meetings/activities for HErs and thoseconsidering HE http://groups.yahoo.com/group/homeedbuxtonarea
Devon
Buckfastleigh Wildspace — Nature study and gardening group basedatBuckfastleigh Townhall. Welcomes HEfamilies.http://www. hogco-devonrec.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=279900
Dart Valley Home Ed Network — Out and about visits: naturalhistoryhistory photography and more. Members-only internet group. Hannahand Gordon 01803 762788lindnich@tesco.netExeter Home Education Community Wednesday drop-in; GCSE; greenwoodwork permaculture pottery & more. nbedford@btinternet.comhttp://exeterhomeeducationcommunity.co.uk Neil 01363 82314
Freedom Fields EHE — Weekly social group, for accompaniedchildren.http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/PlymouthUK_Hometd/Stover HE Group ~Stover/ Newton Abbot. informal educational andsocial meets in local and surroundingareas.stoverhegroup@gmatl.com
Dartmoor and SWHomeEducation Group. Based in S Dartmoor,local and area groups & resources, plus promotion of your groups
http://dartmoor-sw-he-group.yolasite.com/Contact: dartmoor.sw.he.group@gmail.comSouth Devon HomeEducation Group ~
http://www. southdevonhomeeducation.co.uk/Helen 01803 390639 heleniloydhoare@btinternet.comFLAGS HomeEducation Group - Exeter, every Friday - friendly groupfor children ofall ages. Contact: Lisa 07969299543or Suesu.gold777@yahoo.co.uk

DorsetHEOND, Home Educators of North Dorset, friendly group meeting on aregular basis in Sturminster Newton. June, bugchick@mac.com£0)

 



 

 
Bournemouth HEED — Weekly Monday meetings Carol 01202 677066
carolstone@yahoo.co.uk
HERA friendly group meets in Poole weekly, providing support for HEfamilies/prospective HE, ContactTracey scallieuk@hotmail,co.ukBournemouth and Poole Home Educators ~Bournemouth/Poole areafor play dates andvisits to places of interest/museums/ete.http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Bournemouth_and_PooleHomeéducators/?yquid=419936795, Emma: bmth.home.ed@gmail,com
DurhamDurham HE = Yahoogroup. Get-togethers arranged between membersin variousareas of County
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/County-durham-homeed
EssexA Different Class Home Education Group — Southend-on-Sea. Non-profit weekly meetings regular outings. www.adifferentclass.org
Haverhill HE group — Covering South Suffolk/North Essex,Eve 01440 788228or 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.ukWIGWAM Epping Forest ~ A weekly informal drop-in group.EleanorStapleton 07866 701442 elmajose2@yahoo.co.ukSouthend HE Group — Meets weekly. Lots of outings and activities,
http://groups.yahoo,com/group/southendhomeeducation/southendhomeeducation@yahoo.co.uk
GloucestershireGlosHE.org.uk— HElinks and local resourcesin and aroundGloucestershire, http://www.gloshe.org.uk/Glos Otherwise Club Fiona 01684 290087 brookesfam@tiscall.co.ukForest of Dean HE group ~ Bridge and dam building river clearance firebuilding woodlandwalks etc, Roxy cdsnhf@googlemall.comStroud emaillist Nick 01453 840036nick.weir@localfood.org.ukCirencester and Cotswold group — Meetings plus will answer HEqueries. Pam 01285 721008parnela.perryman@gmail,com
HampshireActivEO HE Groupbased In West Sussex and Hamphire,
http://www.activeo.co.uk/index.htmlContact: Julie, @btinternet.com 01243 552168East Hampshire Home Education Group (EHHE)Socialactivities mainlyaimed at 5-11 yearolds but all ages are welcome. Fields and playgroundaccess, https://wwwfacebook.com/groups/808282682520757/?ref=ts&fref=ts Contact: Alison, a.johns@btinternet.comHampshire FRHEBEES — Free Range & HomeEducated Bees. WestHampshire area and borders to arrange meet ups and activitieshttp://groups.yohoo.com/group/FRHEBees/North Hampshire HE Group — Regular activities and meetings organised
suitable for all ages http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/NH-HE/Jaki 07731 805323 jakimparsons@gmail.comPortsmouth HomeEducation Group — HEorinterested in HE
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/portsmouthhomeed/SEEDS — Meets every term timeafternoon for sports/play + weekly fullday activity. Southampton. http://groups:yahoo.com/group/seeds1/
HerefordshireHereford HomeEducation ~ indoorand outdoorfacilities ages 3-15.herefordhe@gmail.com
Monmouth and Herefordshire Home Educators — Local meets and
events Yahoo! group. Roxy 07765 058 777http://qroups.yahoo.com/group/HerefordshireHE/
HertfordshireHerts Home Educators - Yahoo! group for Hertfordshire homeeducators. newhomeeducators@gmall.com
Isle of WightIsle of Wight Learning Zone — A network of HE families
http://www.iwlearningzone.co.uk/IW HomeEd - Facebook group & yahoogroupfor any and all home
educators on loW, https://www.facebook.com/groups/IWHomeEd/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/|WHomeEd/Karen: Karen@curvespace.com or 01983 568516

KentRochester Group— Weekly meetings Tues. afternoon Contact: Sally:
sally_wil: lineone.net
Dragonfly Kidz HE Group ~ (Canterbury & Thanet) meetssocially for
learningactivities swimming bowling days outetc.in a wide range of
locations around Canterbury Thanet Whitstable etc. All Welcome!
Steph for more info: stephgater@rocketmail.com 01304 814362.http://groups yahoo.com/group/dragonflykidzhomeeducationgroup/
Kent ASD Home Ed — For parents/carers of ASD/Aspergers children whoare educating them ‘otherwise’, http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/asd-
home-ed-medwayMedway ond Maidstone HE activity group - HEOMEGA - A group ofhome educating families in Medway and Kent,
http://groups. yahoo.com/group/HE-omega/ContactEsther: ¢.selhi@yahoo.co.uk
SATHESupporting Autism Through Home Education ~ WestKent groupopento all parents/carers HE/flexi-schooling or considering EO forchildren with autism/ sensitivities or learningdifficulties. Denice 07554386844 5-A-T-H-E@yahoogroups.co.ukhtto://uk.aroups. vahoo.com/aroup/S-A-T-H-E/
South East Home Educators — (Kent/Sussex) Meet regularly for trips,hall meets, swimming ete. To join Yahoo! group email:southeasthomeeducators-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Or contact: Lesiey Herriot lesley294@aol,com07828193668
http://www.southeast-home-educators.co.uk
Wealden HomeEducators’ Network ~ active network of home
educating families in SE England, Weoffer help and support,
information,activities, events and campsfor home educators
http://groups.yahoo, com/group/wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork/
LancashireLEAD Home Education — swap ideas, share stories and arrangelocalsocial gatherings. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tead_he/Boneheds — Help support adviceandfriendship to all families who arehome educating (or considering HE)in Bolton Lancashire and
surrounding districts. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/boneheds/HomeEd Leyland — Friendship help support andadvicefor all families,whoare home-educating (or considering HE) in Leyland andsurroundingdistricts http.//groups.yahoo.com/group/he-I-l0/
LeicestershireStoneygate Weekly play session at Stoneygate£3.50 per family, including drinks. Large, safe, grassy area,
www.facebook.com/groups/homeedieicestershire/Contact: Cat, catbellinger@gmall.comLeicestershire Christian Home Educators ~ monthly meetup every 3rdTuesday.Free play opportunity in a safe and funplace. Home Ed Off-Peak Pass available: €1.50 per child €5 per family free drinks. Allwelcome! Anne-Marie Marshall: mrsamarshall@googlemail.comCharnwood & Melton Yahoo Group ~many home ed groups, gatheringsandEvents. Vikki, vikkiondmartin@googlemail.comHE-AL message board — details of HE Events'in Leicestershire.Site runbylocal HE groups, but opento all HErs in the Leicestershire area
http://he-al. weebly.com/index. htm!
LincolnshireLincolnshire HE — http;//www.home-ed.ukf net/index.htmHomeEdLincs — Yahoo newsgroup coordinating HE activities inLincolnshire. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home_ed_lincs/North Hykeham HE Group — Thurs 10-11.30ish, Primarily for toddlers.07870 787328 debi-crow@googlemail.comHomeschoolLincolnshire ~ active and supportive group, 40 + familiesincl, plenty of teenagers. Monthly events andactivitieslist: Elaine01507 328688, homeschool.lincalnshire@outlook.com
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London
Adventures With Education (AWE)diverse andfriendly group of homeeducating families who meetto socialise togetherin Hackney. Soft playarea, outdoor playground. Accessible for children with disabilitiesParents are responsiblefor their children whilst at the group - allpersons shouldberegistered members of AWEunless this is their firstvisit. COST: £4 per family +£1 for each child aged over 12 monthsANNUAL MEMBERSHIPESperfamily ~ includeslunch.http://adventureswitheducationhackney.wordpress.com/Contact: adventureswitheducation@gmail.com
London Home Ed Pre-'Schoolers'New groupfor children under 5 who parents plan to home/unschoo!in
the future. Wealso runa fortnightly playgroup.https://www.facebook.com/groups/418014321653320/ . Contact:Saski, saskiatm@hotmail.comSouth London Home Eduction Googlegroup — email group for HEactivities in S Londonarea.. http://groups. google.com/aroup/siheContact Angela: mastweiler@gmail.comMarkfield - Portland H.£. Group For children under 12yrs. Contact:Shelly : Shellydonael@gmail.com
The Otherwise Club (NW) — A community centre for HE families. Lestie0208 969 0893Brandram Roaders - Weekly meetings in term timerubyradburn@hotmail.comHaringey Home Education Club ~ meetings and other eventsh :Magpie Home Educators (East London) informal social group for kidsand parents - outdoorplay area and hall — free parking. Contact:Louise, email: \kerbiriou@gmail.comHome Study Groups ~ small groupof HE families pooling resources fortutored homestudy groups. Ingie 0203 $66 8706 iberritt@gmail.comWIGWAM Jubilee Park N9. informal drop-in groupfor families withchildren of any age. EleanorStapleton 07866 701442elmojose2@yahoo.co.uk
Norfolk
Home Educationg in Norfolk (HENs) — A groupfor HE familiesin
Norfolk, Those on the borders also welcome.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/homeeducatorsnorfolk/West Norfolk Home Educators — A meeting place for home educatorsandfamilies interested in home educating,
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/WestNorfolkHomeEducators/The Barefoot Learners ~ Gamesandactivitiesfor all ages. Be Coffin07814 592 290 or 01263 73 99 83
NorthamptonshireNorthants HE - informalgroup meets regularly for variousactivities
http://www.northantshe.org.uk/iFlow ~ weekly HE community group in NW Northants, Professionallyled educational activities. Wide range of resourcesina largecommunity spacewith sports facilities and outdoorplaywww.iflow-he.org Email: welcomeiflow@gmail.com
NottinghamshireNotts Sheep Special - Online support group for HE parents ofspecialneeds/differently-abled childrenin Nottinghamshire & borderingcounties. http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Notts_Sheep-Special/
Oxfordshire
Oxfordshire Home Educators — A group for all home educators living inOxfordshire but thosein neighbouring counties also welcometojain.
http;//qroups.yahoo.com/group/OxonHE/
OHED ~ Website with information about HE in Oxfordshirewww.ohed.org.uk Louisa: louisa,southey@gmail.com or 01865 735708Expanding Horizons (See Berkshire).
Shropshire
Rushbury/Stretton HE Group — Parent andchild-ted activities as well aspeople from the wider community Beverley 01743 718429Telford area HE — activities For times and dates ofskating football anddramasessions. Denise 07866 888879

 

Shropshire Home Education — For HErs in Shropshire area to chatatrange meets etc, http://groups.yaheo.com/group/shedOtherwise Engaged - Onlinediary ofgroup activities cultural eventsworkshops resources andprojects for Shrops and WestMids based HEfamilies. htto://www.otherwi ion.htm
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Somerset
Taunton Home Education Group — Free play, arts & crafts, games etc.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tauntonhameeducation/
tauntonhomeeducation@yahoo.com _http://tauntonhomeed.blogspot.com/HEY Yeovil — All HE families welcome.Lyn Crocker 01963 23669heyeovil@hotmail.comWells Swimming Group ~ Weekly swimming Wells Leisure Centre termtimeonly. Lesley 01749 689241 mumfordturner@hotmall.comOake HE Group — Monthly meetings and regular outings,Maggie 01984 624651North Somerset HE Group ~ Weekly children’s gym walks outings etc:Yahoo! groupfor members. Vicky 01275 848425,victoria,preston@yahoo.co.ukBath HE Yahoo! Group —http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/BathHomeEducation/
SuffolkHaverhill HE group ~ Covering South Suffolk/North Essex.Eve 01440 788228or 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.ukIpswich Wednesdays - Shared lunch and activities. £3.50 per family.Contact Helen: helen@design256.comIpswich town centre group + Book Club ~ Lisa 07538 102322iw_llg@yahoo.co.ukTostock HE Group ~ All families welcometo this very friendly group. Jan01359 251184 angusto@btinternet.com
SurreyDorking Home Educators - Meet fortnightly in Dorking.Social and pre-bookedactivities. Regular outings and trips, Contact: Amanda’
schrodingerscat81@hotmail.com
facebook.com/proups/113572308842436

roupsyvahoo.com/groi rkingHomeEducat
SWSurrey Home Ed ~. Weekly gatherings Farnham or Godalminghttp://www. swsurrey-home-ed.co.uk/index.phpSutton/Epsom HEgroup ESHEG - meetings every Thursday plus‘occasional outings, Contact: Neia, neia.glynn@btinternet.comhttps://www.focebook,com/groups/175604625849421/Leatherhead Home Education Group — Leatherhead and surroundingarea regulardaytrips and activities, Chnissie Thorpe 07840285703christabelthorpe@hotmail.com
ttp://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/313168112059023/Home Educators Learning Project — Aims to bring together Surreybased homeeducators for educational support social and educational
outings. http://uk. groups. yahoo.com/group/HELearningProject/Godalming HE Group ~ 4 group for HE families based in South West
Surrey and surrounding area. http://swsurrey-home-ed.co.ukSurbiton Home Ed Group (SHEd) ~ Occasionalfield trips, picnics,workshopsetc. Contact Ingrid: ingrid.meaker@mac.com
SussexActivEO HE Group W Sussex and Hants (see Hampshire)HEDGE Home Ed Group — Hastings/St. Leonards weekly social meetings+ trips etc. www.hedge-education.btck.co.uk Beshlie 01424 812870
South Eastern Home Educators — (Kent/Sussex) See Kent for details.Forest Row HE Group ~ regular monthly meetings + many other fun &
learning http://www.facebook.com/groups/forestrowhomeeducators .
Eastbourne EO Group — Regular gatherings & activities.

http://www.shinies.org.uk/
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Brighton and Hove Home Educators ~ Information on HE events andgroups inthe area. _http://bhhe.wordpress.com/
Attp.//qroups.yahoo.com/qroup/bhhe/
Hastings & Rother Home Educators (HARHE) — small number offamilies; activities include Forest School, cycling, daytrips, bowling and
swimming. Check out our website and us or come alongto anactivity
www.harhe.btck.co.uk Catherine: 01424 812213

WarwickshireCreative Youth Adventure Club (Coventry) - For over 11s workingtowards Arts Awards. Sarah sarah@nellyb.co.ukWorcestershire Home Educators Network ~ Meetings usually at least
weekly throughout term time at variouslocations round the county.
httg//www.worcestershire-home-educators.co.uk/Warwick District HE Primarily for children 0-11 thoughall welcome.
Warwick and Leamington, Alison 07782 299181
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/groups/warwickhe
WiltshireChapmanslade H E group. For anyone HomeEducating (orconsidering
it) in town and surrounding area. Meetings twice monthly - Facebook:
Chapmanslade Home Education Group. Or Contact: Maria,
maria@trivialbusiness.co.uk
Salisbury Plain Home Education Circle — Parents who use the National
Curriculum as guidance,but believe that best education comesfrom
experience. Dee: dee dittoway@yahoo.com , 07753 260317
Worcestershire
Bewdley HE Group ~ Weekly meetings, social/activitiesetc.ail welcome. Sophie 01299 405669, sophiebutcher29@yahoo.co,ukWorcestershire Home Ed Yahoo Group Email list for Worcs HErs
http.//qroups.yahoo.com/group/worcestershirehome-ed/
Yorkshire
Yorkshire and North Yorkshire. (North West)Weare a support groupforHE familieslivingin and aroundYork. Regular monthly meetingsalso
social, education and fun activities during the month,
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/yorkdistrict/infoContact; Tracey, tracey@littleave.freeserve.co.uk
HEDG — Home Education Doncaster Group. Regular H.£. meetups. and
‘outings Doncaster & surrounding area. See our Facebook or
hete://www.homeeducationdoncoster.co.uk/ , or contact: Gilllan,
gillycooper@hotmail.com 07938 007 306
DHE Doncaster home educators Yahoo group for families in theDoncaster and surrounding areas. Chery! Moy on 07825 914340
cheryi0407@aol.com http.//uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/OHE/HENNEY(Home Education Network North East Yorkshire) Regular
meet ups around the Scarborough and East coast area. Lisa Rileylisa_riley@tiscali.co.uk henney-owner@yohoogroups.comHuddersfieldArt Workshops ~ Monthly 8yrs plus. Jane 01484 645034Huddersfield Book Group Monthly Marsden library. Jane 01484 645034Huddersfield Home Educators ~ Monthly themed meetings,
http://graups.yahoo.com/group/wyhec/ Mandy 01484 460026
meandchi7@yahoo.co.ukYorkshire Home Edders Yahoo! group ~ A friendly & active group withvisits & workshopsfor children 8-16.
http://groups.yahoo. com/group/yorkshirehomedders/
NYHEC (group for HE parents) — for parents HEing in North Yorkshire.nyhecowner@yahoogroups.com
North + West HE Group ~ MeetsSkipton monthly and Bradford GymClub weekly. Regular meetings and outings, Judith 01756 791356
Rotherham Home Education — friendly informal group for HErs in &around S Yorkshire. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RothHE/
Pauline 077764 06409 colliecandydagi23@yahoo.co.ukSYHEC ~ Yahoo! group for parents HEing in South Yorkshire.
http://groups.yahoo.com/graup/syhec/
Wakefield District Home Education Group - New Group 2013.Currently regular Bowling & Ice skating. Will be organising more trips

and visits as numbers increase. Contact Tracey: wakefieldHE-pwner@yahoogroups.com
Regional Groups

East of England
East Anglian Home Ed Netowrk —
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/East-Anglian-Home-Ed-Network/

East Midlands
£ast Midlands Home Ed — forum to help inform and support HE
families in the East Midlands. hrtp://groups.yahoo.com/oup/emhe
South East
FLAGS (Kent/Surrey/Sussex) — Active group (Kent/Surrey/Sussex)meeting weekly during term time http://www flags-education.org
Karen 01732 864524 karenlow@uwclub,net
ActivEO HE Group based in West Sussex and Hampshire
Contact number 01243 552780 Attp;//www.activeo.co.uk/index.htmlSouth Hants Home Ed — A support group for homeeducators
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/southhantshomeed/
FAREGOS HomeEducation Group — HE group/emaillist coveringFareham Gosport and South Hants,
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/FareGosHE/
Home-EASE (Home Education for all South East) ~ Group of HE families.
in South-East Engiand 0753 1677 083.homeeducatingmum@yahoo,co.uk
South East Home Educators — (Kent/Sussex) See Kent for details.
Wealden Home Educators’ Network (WHEN) (SE England)see Kent.
South WestHome Education Centre (Devon/Dorset/Somerset)~ Meets two days 2week, Workshops sports activities and support.http:/www.homeeducationcentre.org.ukHErs and EventsSWnetwork to support new HErs or those new tothe area. New input welcomed. southdevonic@gmall.com
http;//hecontactssandeventssw.yolasite.comHE in Bristol andSW— see Bristol
West Midlands
Mercia Education Group — Regular, structured meetings — variousvenues Lichfield and surrounding area. Academic base ~ many activities~ wide age range. http://merclaeducationgroupyolasite.com/

Isle of Man
Home Education on the Isle Of ManContact: Dawn, sewellbunch@yahoo.co.ukHome Educating Network - Isle of Man ~ informal group of parentsHEing on the Iste of Man. Yvonne,isleofmanic@educationotherwise.orghttp;//uk.groups. yahoo:com/group/hen-iom/

Wales
Cardiganshiregroup meets on oneafternoon per week near Lampeter. Social withoccasional activities. Contact: thislittlelightofmine@phonecoop.coop
Carmarthenshire
Camarthen HE Group — Regular meetings in Johnstown Carmarthencaroline.milburn@yahoo.comNorth Carmarthen HE Group ~ meetings tor friendship & play,
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ncarmarthenhomeed
Denbighshire
Froncysylite HE group ~ Fortnightly group meets 10-4pm,Social play
and chat vivodsam@gmail.com
Flintshire
Flintshire Home Education — Regular meetupsactivities & support.fiintshirehomeeducation@yahoo.co.uk
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Glamorgan
CardiffHome Education Group — Meets Mondays during term time,in
Pontcanna. Social groupchildrenall ages, everyone welcome, Contact
Sarah - cardiffhomeeducationgroup@email. websitewww.cardiffhomeeducationgroup.wordpress.com
New Foundations HE — Meets Cardiff Thursdays 10-4. All activities free
http://www.newfoundationshe.com 02920216502newfoundationshe@virginmedia,com
Bridgend Home Educators.free piay, GCSE classes, Arts Award,outside
speakers,activities, etc. See www. bridgendhomeeducators.org oremail info@bridgendhomeeducators.org
Gwynedd
Garndolbenmaen Home Education Group (North West
Wales). Garndolbenmaen Home Education Group, Gwynedd, NorthWales, Social home ed group based nearPorthmadog.
http://garngroup.co.uk/ Contact Steve, mungfu@gmail.comLongower HE Group ~ Weekly meetings. rowenna73@hotmail.com
Creative Learning and Support - Now meet meet every Wed. pm in.
Bangor, Julie on 01286 678181orSarah on 01248 355182http://www.creativelearningandsupport.co.uk
Monmouthshire
South Wales Home Educators Network ~ Email list for Home Educatorsin and around S Wales to arrange get-togethers /event, share ideas &newsand offer support. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/swhen/Usk Home Education — Monthly (Thurs) meet other HErs in the area forfun and games and cups of tea. Roxy: cdsnhf@gmail.com or 01989 768128 _http://groups,yahoo.com/group/HerefordshireHE/
MontgomeryshireShiny HappyChildren — Regular meetings in Lianfyllin and surroundingareas. Katie MlanfyllinHE@gmail.com
Neath Port Talbot
Wise Up Community HE Group (Port Talbot) — Suppart and information
for home educating families and those considering home education.
Attp://www.zoneseven.co.uk ianna.violet@hotmail.com
PowysNew Leaf HE Group (Newtown)~ Occasional meetings for variedactivities all ages. http://newleafgroup.org.uk/ Contact:info@newleafgroup.org.uk
Wrexham and Surrounds Home Education (WASHE) — Activities around
Wrexham area. http://washe.co,uk/

Regional Wales
Elective Home Education Wales ~ Linking HE families across Waleshttp://www. ehew.co.uk
Monmouth/Hereford/Gloucester — {or information about group
activities in the Monmouth/Hereford/Gloucester area focal EOmember Roxy 01989 768128 cdsnhf@googlemail.com
New Foundations — HE group and charity offering social & educational
activities and support In Cardiff and South Wales. Every Mon 10am -3pm. All HE families welcome. www.newfoundationshe.comhttps://wwwfacebook.com/groups/329840553796249/Jayne: newfoundationshe@virginmedia.com Or 02920216502

ChannelIslands
HomeEducation Jersey — New home education group. Jess:
homeeducationjersey@gmail.com
Guernsey Home Educators — Fiedgling group of homeeducators and
those sympathetic to home education In Guernsey. Yvonne Burford on
01481 264776 or Atplir@hotmail.com
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International (UK based)
HE-DS (Home Educating a chitd with Down's syndrome) — Linking,
families who are home educating a child with Down's syndrome.
http://www.cokwellbarns.co.uk Yahoo group(private, by invitation)
Anita Kolaczynska 01686 413502 anitakolaczynska@yahoo.co.uk
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Who does Whatin EO
 

[Council
Jonathan Adams
jadams@educationotherwise.org
Julie Arnold (Treasurer)
jarnold@educationotherwise.org
Lei Ashe (Local Contacts Co-ord)
lashe@educationotherwise.org
Shena Deuchars (Membership Sec.)
sdeuchars@educationotherwise.org
Vicki Hon vhon@educationotherwise.org
Jill Ingle jingle@educationotherwise.org
Fe Mukwamba-Sendall fmukwamba-
sendall@educationotherwise.org
Hanna Newton
hnewton@educationotherwise.org
AnneRix (Chair & Publications Sec.)
arix@educationotherwise.org
Edwina Theunissen (Enquiries Sec.)
e,theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Kathleen Thompson
kthompson@educationotherwise.org

N.B. Email to
trustees@educationotherwise.org
goestoall trustees

Address for correspondencebyletter:
Education Otherwise
P.O, Box 1309
BLACKPOOL
FY1 SHN

AND WEBSITE:
www.educationotherwise.net

Membership
Membership enquiries, address changes,
membership cards, new member admin:
please contact the Membership Secretary:
membership@educationotherwise.org
or PO Box 1309, Blackpool, FY1 9HN
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OtherUseful Contacts
Anti-Bullying Contact; Kathleen Thompson

01942 897779
College/GCSE Contact: Roger Scaife

roger.scaife@gmall.com
GCSEs at Home: Louise 08445 003 688
GCSE/Exams email list:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/HE-Exams-
GCSE-A_AS_Levels-OU-Others/info
HE Exams Wiki: www.home-education-exams.org.uk
Exam centreslist: http://he-
exams.wikia.com/wiki/Finding_an_exam_centre

Concessions Contact: Lynsey Scott
concessions@educationotherwise.org
Concessions Co-ordinator: Cornelia Theunissen
(Acting) c.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Enquiries Secretary: Edwina Theunissen
01978 661 882 e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Flexi-schooling: VACANT
Local Contacts Co-ordinator; Lei Ashe
tcco-ordinator@educationotherwise.org
Local Group Insurance: Anne Rix/Julie Arnold
\gic@educationotherwise.org
Local GroupsListings: Kennell Family
eolg@educationotherwise.org
Newsletter Coordinator: Anne Rix (Acting)
<arix@educationotherwise.org>
Publications Secretary: Anne Rix
<arix@educationotherwise.org> 01760 44 18 10
School Anxiety Support: VACANT
Single Parent Contact : Sam Kruger 08445 003794
singleparent@educationotherwise.org
Special Needs: Denice send@educationotherwise.org

Alisa: 01749 830034 / 07707 060973
SEND email list via: http://www.he-special.org.uk/
Treasurer: Julie Arnold
reasurer cation ise.o1
Volunteer Co-ordinator: Wendy Knight
vol-coordinator@educationotherwise.org
Webmaster: Tom

el ducati ise.ory



 
 

educaticonotherwise
Education Otherwise is a membership organisation which provides support and
information for families whose children are being educated outside school, and for those
whowish to uphold the freedom of families to take proper responsibility for the education
of their children.

Our principal aims are to:
© encourage learning outside the school system;
¢ reaffirm that parents have primary responsibility for their children’s

education and that they havetheright to exercise this responsibility by
educating them outof school;

¢ establish the primary right of children to have full consideration given to
their wishes and feelings about their education;

* promote knowledge, understanding and acceptance of education otherwise
than at school in the world at large.

Education Otherwise Association Ltd.
P.O. BOX 1309, Blackpool, FY1 9HN

Helpline 0845 4786 345
WebSite: http://www.educationotherwise.net

Education Otherwise Association Ltd. Registered Charity No. 1055120
A companylimited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales No. 01917107
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