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Manyapologiesfor the late arrival of the EO
Summer Newsletter. Pressure of work, and all
that... We did have an excellent volunteer for
NL Co-ordinatorafter the Spring issue; but due
to life/family pressures she has unfortunately
been unableto pick up the jobat this time - so,
I'm still hoping some kind,flexible, patient,
literate, well organized personwill step up...
Please note especially in this issue:
1-AGM AdvanceNotice (below)
2 - EO Local Group Insurance due soon (p.12)

Arne, Jane 2015

EO AGM 2015
For the last two years we have held our AGM at
the Snibston Museum ofDiscovery, and had
hopedto use this wonderful venueagain.
Sadly,it is to close in July. However we have
found anotherfamily-friendly venue, in
Coventry: a meeting room at the Herbert Art
Gallery/Museum.The Coventry Transport
Museumis very close andalsofree to visit.
Havea lookat what's on offer (as well as the
meeting): www.theherbert.org

www.transport-museum.com
Wedo wantyouto attend the meeting,please!
~ AGMat about 1:45 pm; arrivals from 11 am
(refreshments provided) and informal
discussion before and following the formal
meeting. See website & next NLfor details.
N.B. EO postholders may claim travel expenses

DATE: 17" October 2015  
EO VOLUNTEER VACANCIES

(We Need You!)

Local Contacts and Helpline
Volunteers

Always needed! If you’ve had support from EO
in the past and wantto give something back; or
you now have enough experience of home
education to share with others and wantto
experience the ‘glow’ youcanget from
supporting new homeeducators,pleaseget in
touch to find out more.
Contact: e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org

Revising Website Pages
Do you have expertise in a particular section?
Notice anything outof date (there’s probably
lots!)? Don’t justtell us - please offer to revise
and updatethesection or article.
Contact: publications@educationotherwise.org

Newsletter Co-ordinator
To liaise with other membersof NL team,
prepare copy and ensureit is delivered to
printer ontime... further details of what
actually happensin practice and FAQs available
from Anne Rix <arix@educationotherwise.org>
Or Contact: eonl@educationotherwise.org

 
Wanted! Reader Contributions Please
Members oftentell us how muchthey enjoy
reading other home educators’ experiences and
ideas - butoften these are written on blogs,
emaillists, facebook, etc. and can easily belost.
Please consider also sending your thoughts to
the newsletter, to share ina more permanent
form and provideinspiration for others. Short
or long(ish!) letters, articles, ideas for activities,
how homeeducation works for you... anything
HE-related that you do,is valuable andwill be
interesting for other families.
Please send to: eonl|@educationotherwise.org

 



 
withHome

As mentionedin the previous issue, a new body of LA personnel has beenset up with the abovetitle
(AEHEP), EO wasnotinvited to send delegates to the Launch (in February) but was invited to an
informal meeting on 24" April, with some of the LA personnel. Jonathan Adams and AnneRix
attended this meeting. Anofficial report was published on 28"April and EO released their own
report shortly afterwards. Both reports are printed below. A third report was published by a home
educator who had attended, with a Special Needs perspective.

AEHEP and EHE Support Group Discussion — Friday 24” April 12:00 — 2:00pm
Present:

Dave Harvey Tricia Farey Wendy Charles-Warner
Jenny Dodd Anne Rix Alison Sauer
Penny Stephen Jonathan Adams Mike Fortune Wood

Notes of Meeting.
It was agreed byall attending the meeting that Chatham House Rules[sic] would be observed.
The attendees agreed that all actions resulting from discussions would be recorded and shared
following the meeting with all attendees. Once agreed for accuracy these would be available to share
with all interested parties.
Draft Terms of Reference were shared with the group. Thesewill be discussed at the next AEHEP
Committee meeting and regional meetings before being signed off for wider publication
Action All present agreed not to publish these until after ane AEHEP Committee and Regional groups
had signedtheseasthe final TOR.
Following a wide ranging discussion on itemsfrom the ‘items for discussion‘ listed on the agenda the
following actions were agreed.
Actions

1. The AEHEPjoint chairs agreed to take back to the Committee the suggestion from the EHE support
groupspresentto allow Associate Membership, or Observer Status for EHE Support groups.

2. The Committee will discuss the collection of data from regional groupsin particular the level of‘forced
EHE" knownto LA and regional members.

3. It was agreed to discuss training for LA EHE professionals at the next committee meeting.
4. \t was agreed to discuss the area of SEN and future developmentswith regard to the newlegislation

2014.
5. Take the item of EHE staff compliance with legislation to the next committee meeting.
6. Discuss, how and whatinformation and contact details will be published following the next Committee

Meeting.
7. Plana further meeting with representatives of home educators support groups.
8. Discuss the issue of a statement from the AEHEP whichsaythatit is not the intention of the AEHEP

to ask for a National Registration System for EHE to be imposed

EO REPORT ON AEHEP MEETING 24™ April 2015
EO trustees were not informed prior to the meeting that the Chatham House Rule would be
applied, although the two participants who had not so far made their attendance public agreed
to be listed as having attended. [http://www.chathamhouse.org/about/chatham-house-rule].
Webelieve that our report is within the spirit of this rule. However, before considering whether
to accept any furtherinvitation to engage with the AEHEP,trustees will seek clarification of
reporting expectations; also of the basis upon which ourinputis being sought.
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Weare awareof the report published by Tricia Farey, and the EO trustees who attended the
meeting considerthat this covers the discussion points thoroughly.
Specific points made by EO trustees whoattended were:

© The 2007 Guidelines should be fully implemented by all LAs; this would provide consistency
ofpractice in all areas, and ensure that home educatorsare treated with respect by LA
personnel.

e LAs should work with HErs in their ownlocal areas (without collecting names), This has
implicationsfor ‘training’ in that LA personnel gain understanding and appreciation of the
range and value of home educationin practice, and exchange information.

® Strong criticism of the NSPCC report particularly as to EHE being a very minoraspect of the
cases picked,

® EHE#CME/risk and should notincur referral to other agencies. Ample safeguardsare in
place to protect children where there are genuine safeguarding issues.

e ‘Forced EHE’ can develop with appropriate support into a positive experience; the EO
Helpline has examples wherethis has happened.
Daniel Monk appears not to have sought input from home educatorsin his presentation to
LAs.
EO is opposed to compulsory registration of EHE families.

* EO supports the 2007 Guidelinesin that LAs have no duty with regard to assessment or
monitoring of home education.

General points included:
e The remit of the AEHEP (confirmation that the aim is to ensure LAs act within law and

guidelines), how far this body could influence individual LAs, potential for involvement of
HErs in various capacities.

© The wide variation of procedures and policies between different LAs, some dueto local
demographics.

e LAs havea duty to offer support butpolicies vary as to howthis is provided and followed
up.

© Possible training packages for LA personnelexist; involvement of HErs in developing and
providing these.

® Daniel Monk appears to have no understanding of home education, and his presentation
to LA is therefore inappropriateas ‘training’ in EHE.

e Variation of procedures between different LAs; EHE often small proportion of one person’s
job within LA.

© Statistics from a recent report on the HE Safeguarding Myth were quoted and paper
copies handedout.

© Description of an E-learning system that would have minimal cost/time implications for
LAs, can be appliedto all personnellikely to have contact with HE families (not just EHE
staff) and would provide continuity over change of LA personnel.

Anne Rix and Jonathan Adams, on behalf of EO Trustees.



Notes from AEHEP meeting - SEN angle
From the outset it was made clear no onethere can represent homeeducators, they can only give
their own views.
Format of meeting
At the start ofthe meeting it was stated that the Chatham House Rule would apply, This is taken to
mean that the people whoattended the meeting cannotbe identified unless they have stated
themselvesto be participants. In addition, views expressed cannot be attributed to an individual. A
person attending the meeting can howeverreport whathe or she said.
Tricia expressed concern aboutsecrecy and questioned how homeeducatorscould pass.on their
views/questionsif they don’t know whois attending. It was agreed that names would be published
in the notes. A draft will be sent to participants for comments beforefinal notes are agreed for wider
distribution.
Should it be the sameparticipants at future such meetings? There are benefits from continuity.
Participants could disseminate information to the home education community andfeed backto the
Association.
Tricia said if the Association met different people it would allow for a wider range of views to be
heard.
SEN
A recent case was discussed from media reports where a child with a statementof SEN had not had
annual reviews. Tricia said this was quite common.
What would be the view if parents did not provide inputto the annual statement review, what
should the LA do?
Tricia said if your child gets no provision from the LA why botherwriting reports and attending
meetings? Gave example from own experience,
One LA provides support at homeif it is not more expensive than other provision.
Every child in school costs at least £5K. Home educators save the state money. Does the LA have
access to those fundsif a child is not on roll? The High Needs Block can beused butis notring
fenced.
In somelocal authorities, SEN is not the remit of the home education department.
Tricia said SEN don’t understand EHE, EHE washtheir hands because SEN,families left in no-man’s
land.
Do the guidelines needed updating because of SEN?
Were changesto SEN goodfor families? High hopesinitially butit is hard for parents to getall the
evidence together.
Parents are able to request an assessment. Tricia said EHE officers should support the parents in
putting their case together,all LA officers should understand that evidence won't be based on
professional reports or use same jargon in same waybutonebig difference in new regsis the
importanceofthe parent and how LAs mustlisten to whatthey are saying andnot brush them off as
they havein the past.
Tricia said LAs have no legal groundsto refuse deregistration from special schools yet either they do
this or they drag process out. Please can the association send a message to membersto tackle this.
LAs good and badpractice
Home educating families are terrified of local authority officers because ofthe threat of a referral to
social services.
Moreparents are turning to home education, mostare genuine but others do either to avoid
exclusions and or because of schools off-rolling,
Could reliable figures be collected for the numberof children and young peoplebeingoff-rolled? Off
rolling is on the agendafor the next AEHEP meeting in June.
How many homeeducated children are unknownto the local authority?
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Is it part of the LA's job to check that parents actually want to home educate? In one LA the child's
nameis takenoff the schoolroll but the place is kept open for 20 days.
Offering home educators something they wantis a way to maintain contact, such as paying for
exams.
Practicediffers in different areas as to what happens whena family ignorestheinitial approach from
the LA; in someareas social workers and police will turn up on the doorstep. Bad newsspreads fast
and that there are Facebook groups with over 7,000 members.
Wherethereis trust and a positive relationship, home educatorswillflag up any safeguarding
concernsto the LA. Thereis a conflation of education and safeguarding, also with Children Missing
Education.
Lancashire and Hampshire are examples of good LAs. Tricia said that Hampshire cutback onvisits
for financial reasonsand thatif budgets were reinstated the two LAs mayreact differently,
Lancashirehasnothad the samecuts.
Whenpolicies are improved following advice thereis aninitial dip in visits but then an increase.
Some LAs might needbringinginto line butit is not the business of the Association to force anyone.
Onelocal authority provides half day weekly phone-in surgery and workshops, uses money for
support. It would be beneficial to share goodpractice.
WhenLAs workwith local home educators, relationships improve, so a national body should
encourage LAsto talk to local home educators. Some parents would be apprehensivein this
situation because they would fear being judged.
SomeLA officers are dismissive of home educators and donot use respectful language.
Somelocal authorities are sending in school nurses.
There are new requirements on public health.
A general discussion took place on data sharing.
There mightbe a situation wherethe family asks the home educationservice to step in and help with
otherservices. Tricia said that's different to unwanted data sharing.
Parents are encouraged to talk to LAs and to send in educationalphilosophies.
Somecases concern family law,particularly issues with ex partners.
Workis donein translating complexities and helping people to deal with local authorities. Should
people always respondtoletters from the LA? Tricia saidit is best for advice to be given by locals
withlocal knowledge.
A lot of LAs mention Phillips vs Brownbut they don't realise the context. It is necessary to read the
full hearing.
Once a year LAs should write to families offering information and supportandasking families to let
them know if there’s a problem. This discharges the LA's duty. Then if itappears education is not
suitable, it becomesthe LA's reactive duty to do something.
Safeguarding and seeingthe child
Are home educators more equally orless likely to abuse children? Hard copies ofa report on this
topic were circulated.
A teacherin schoolis morelikely to be found guilty of abuse than a home educatedchildis to be
abused.
Homeeducatedchildren are twiceaslikely to be investigated bysocial servicesyet 3.5 to 7 times
less likely to end up on Child Protection Plan.
Arelocal authorities protecting themselves becauseofhigh profile cases where theyareterrified it
might happen again?
Guidelinesare very clear,so all that is neededis to stick to them.
Howis homeeducation dealt with at child protection conferences?
Tricia said that Local Safeguarding Children Boards heavily influence what happens on the ground in
LAs. EHE managers needto educate them,part of their role is to educate otherservices.
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Training on home education and the law
Daniel Monkis an academic, nota ‘jobbing lawyer’ andhis training material has multiple
inaccuracies. Local authorities - particularly in the South East - are getting Daniel Monkto provide
training.
Training is available for local authorities on home education and the law.
Training has been delivered to wider services including directors of children's services.
A training packagehas beenoffered to LAs free of charge which would normally cost a 4 figure sum
and has been turned down becausethe LA will only use in-house training.
Research into thetraining of LA officers in home education reveals extensive safeguarding training
but only a tiny minority had training in elective home education and the law.
Tricia said Lancashire are developing e-learning system to educate widerservices, including health
andpolice, about EHE that could be extended for other LAs to use which would ensure proper
understanding.
Tricia said with e-learning all staff are trained, not impacted by changes to personnel as new officers
do the training within weeks of taking up post.
Home educators would have to have input to training materials.
Tricia said local home educators would haveinput in Lancashire,
The Association
Revised draft termsof references for AEHEPare notto be shared morewidely at this stage as they
have not been seen by other membersof the AEHEP committee.
Cananyoneoutside the local authorities (such as those attending the meeting) be associate members
ofthe Association? To be taken back to the AEHEP committee for further discussion,
Could the Association developinto a professional association, for example as with paralegals,if they
don’t comply with certain conditions, they get struck off?
Should the Association be able to apply sanctions?
Could the Association have an investigation panel for home educatorsto refer bad officers? The
Association would not havethe authority to do such a thing.
Will there be lobbying for compulsory registration?
AEHEPis about LAs working togetherto achieve consistency. They will listen to home educators but
in the end they haveto doit for themselves.
Tricia said that one of the membersof the committee (not present) was from an LA which was
previously an example of an egregiously bad LA, now superb,all about support andno intrusion, so
the Association has the knowledge andskills within its own ranks.
The Association would not know where the problems were, and therefore it needs feedback from
those at the meeting about whatis happening on the ground.
How could home educators who were not knownto their LAs put across their views?
Tricia said that in Lancashire those people can already havetheir say and attend meetings.
Tricia asked about who was on the committee. Names would notbe released until after the next
meetingin June.
Can the Association make a statementon behalf of AEHEPthatit is not their intention to lobby for
monitoring? Correspondence with Stephen Bishopled a lot of home educatorsto believe that the
Association would lobby for monitoring.
Emails have been received about the association.
LA officers calling themselves professionals is an insult to true home educationprofessionals
"Ifthe AEHEP can work with you then we'll all move forward, don’t expect the pace to be quick."
Actions
Actions were agreed andwill be published soon. [see official report, page 2 -ARJune 2015]

Tricia Farey
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Musings ofa Permanently Frazzled Mummy
Volunteering on the EO helpline...
As | write, the political leaders in the UK are frantically trying to drumup last minute support for
their policies, ahead of the General Election in 2 days’ time. Whatever the outcome,| feel that big
changes could be afoot for our minority community, so solidarity amongstus is essential,
particularly over the coming months. | rememberwell the panicI felt during the ‘Badmancrisis’, not
just at the prospectofbeing forced to register my children as home-edders, but moreso at the
obtrusive and suspicious nature of the proposed annualvisits, especially without me being present
as mychildren could beinterrogated.
I do, however, have to admitthat | did absolutely nothing to support our communityatthat time: |
wasvery new to the home-edscene,andstill struggling to shake off the shackles of my own
education, and the straight-jacketI'd worn as a teacher myself, (ok, so | perhaps haven't totally
relaxed, but I'm a darn sight more confident than | used to be!) | pretty much kept my head down
and goton with things as quietly as | could, and just hoped that the whole thing would quickly blow
over, | kinda felt that | wouldn't be muchuse, and thatall the trouble-shooting wouldbebestleft to
the ‘names’that frequently pop up on manyofthe home-ed forums, because they seemed to know
exactly what to say, who to contact, how to argue with the powersthatbe.
Fast-forward to 2015, and although I’m still no expert on politics or the law, | do now feel confident
enoughto offer something back to our community, hence me finding myself volunteering to go on
the EO helpline, I'd met Anne, Edwina and Shena, amongstlots of wonderful others, at the AGM last
Autumn,andI'd been impressed by their willingness to give up so many hoursof their time to
support us,yearafter year, so that I felt it was only right to proffer up some of my time and energy in
return. Anne immediately requestedanarticle for this newsletter, and with her knowing my
background,| couldn't exactly say that it wasn’t my kind of thing, then Edwina decidedthatI'd do

well on the helpline, being approachable and friendly (or as my
husbandsays, not being shy in coming forward...)
Thefirst stint | did on the rota was a real eye-opener, | discovered
that so many people, those whoare currently home-edding and those
whoare consideringit for their children, have no idea of the current
legalities concerning HE, andgenerally assumethat‘school at home’ is
the expectationof their LA, and the norm amongst HE families. Armed
with the helpful and succinct booklet provided by Edwina, andthelist
of local contacts and useful numbers,| soonset to reassuring my

callers thatit takesall sorts to home-ed, and all sorts of approachesare perfectly valid and valuable.
I'm finding that my ownlegal knowledgeis improving, as | explain that no, you don’t haveto follow a
curriculum, you don’t have to do a set numberofhours, that you don't even have to do anything that
looks like a schoolactivity, ever in fact, and it's wonderful to hearthe sighsofrelief as the family I'm
talking with exclaimsthatI've given them the confidence they needed and they're going to write the
de-reg letter immediately, (Prompt a quick reference to the EO website wherethere's a sample de-
reg letter and more guidance!) One wonderfullady whoI've metonthehelpline, calls me with
regular updates since her daughter cameoutofschool, and we're even planning to meet up when
she travels through my arealaterthis year, so I've made a newfriendinto the bargain!
The onlyslightly difficult caller that I've had to deal with was a gentleman asking for local contact
info so that he could contact home-edders in a particular area, even though he wasn’t HE himself or
interested for his own children. | smelt a rat! This was also during myfirststint, so feeling a little out
of my depth,I referred him to Edwina,as all volunteers are advised to doif they feel they need some
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backup. He then growledat me that he'd already spoken to her and that ‘She wasn't much use
either!’ followed by him slamming the phone down on me, Whata lovely man! And definitely not a
genuinecaller!
So, how doesbeing on the EO helplinefit into our busy home-edfamily life? Surprisingly well,
actually. Edwinais very flexible with the rota, and is willing to work around set commitmentsthatI
may have. She's kindly giving me the next monthoff as | endure the busiest time of my year marking
GCSE exam papers (when my ragamuffins will be largely raising themselves, generally runningwild,
and learning loadsin the process....hmmm,starting to realise that | may actually hinder their
learning at times...)
Mostcallers just need a little reassurancethatit’s something
they have a vague chance of doing with somesuccess, and
armed with the numberoftheir local contact, they can thenget
in touch with home-eddersin their area, so calls usually don’t
last long at all. There have been one or two calls where the
prospect of me feeding mykids lunchat any point that day was
fading, as the caller seemed to have launched meinto the role
of general counsellor and life-sorter-outer, butit’s easy enough
to deal with the predicamentby explaining firmly but politely
that my littlie needs help in the bathroom so | must run, but
that they can phonethehelpline at any timeif they need
further support. Once or twiceI've needed to check something
with Edwina, but mycaller has been more than happyto wait
for me to be able to get back to them, usually by email, so
again,it’s a fairly quick and easy process.

 

Oneotheroccasion I've been caught out by the phone was only a week ago on myrecentshift: | was
racing throughto grab a showerbefore heading out with the kids whenthe phonerang, and because
1 was waiting for some importantbloodtestresults at the time, | answeredit. Luckily it was a short
and sweetcall that was dealt with promptly, becausebythe timeI'd put the phone down, my goose-
pimples had grown goose-pimples: that'll teach me to pick up the phoneina state of semi-undress
andin full view of anyone who'd arrived at the door at that moment... good job the volunteerline
doesn't yet use Skype!
Not only has my own knowledgeincreased, but volunteering onthe helpline hasalso helped me to
be able to rationalise for myself, and verbalise moreeffectively, why I'm home-edding, and whatI'm
hoping to achieve with my family. Callers often ask how I go about home-edding on a daily basis,
how| juggle my part-time job, how | meetthe needsof 4 kids of varying ages anddiffering needs and
interests, and my explanations have served to reinforce why we asa family have taken this
particular path, and this particular approach, which hasboosted myself-confidence as well. (My
pseudonymisstill rather apt, but I’ve figured that’s more down to mypersonality than leading a
stressful lifestyle!)
Thepersonalqualities neededto be a volunteer onthe helpline are simple: the ability to pick up the
phone and befriendly;the ability to refer to a list of contact numbers and pass that numberon;the
ability to reassure an anxious voice that they most certainly are up the job of home-edding and that
it’s the most wonderful experience they could share with their child. It’s certainly a positive feeling
knowingthatI’m doingjusta little bit ofgood, supporting and hopefully strengthening our
community, with justa little bit of effort. Every single one ofus hasskills and abilities that we can
share for the goodofourfellow home-edders,and in this uncertain climate,it's definitely a case of
needing more hands on deck.

[name and address supplied]

 



 
Food Challenge - Could you live on £1 a day?

Weattendeda hustings run at myold college. On the chairs as we camein wereleaflets advertising
the various challenges suggested by students runningthe "Burst the Bubble campaign".
Iran my eye overtheleaflet, noticedit included a challengeto live on £1 worth of food per day for
five days, thought "lovely... 1 wouldn't have thetime or energy” andlaid it aside. My daughter
picked it up and wasfascinated. By the time she had got homeshe wasasking to do the challenge
anda short while later had a fully costed and(fairly!) nutritionally balanced plan in place. We
agreed to her carryingit through andat that point| decided to do it alongsideher.
Despite notbeing actually hungry, I got to Friday with relief. If | had to try and do that every day
and/orfeed onechild, let alone a family on that sum per head,the stress and sensory deprivation
dueto lack of variety would have very quickly worn me down.if | had not been awareofnutrition
and able to be pretty creative with the money, known about sprouting and soaking pulses andgrains,
had goodaccess to food scraps andfood parcels (courtesy of two friends and the kind lady at the

local charity parish lunch - all of whom
supplemented my diet with donationsof delicious
bread and cake) I would have been hungry. I don’t
normally eat cheese but the opportunity ofonelitre

*) of sour organic milk wastoo goodto pass up and we
madecheesewithit.
On Thursday wevisited our local food bank; very
well run by somelovely people who wereonly too
happyto explain howit works. Customers who
arrive with the necessary vouchersgiven by Citizens
Advice Bureaux and other agencies are offered a cup
of tea and biscuits, and staff are there to chatto if
theyfeellike it, Nutritionally balanced food parcels
are carefully repackaged in standard shopping bags
so no onewill spot that the food is anything other
than standard shopping. It was impressive as was
the attitudeofthe staff. They go outof their way to
make the environmentas welcomingas possible
with upbeat music. New customersare often
nervous whentheyarrive, not knowing whatto
expect. As they said "If we have a quietday,it's a
good one"; but on manyshifts custom is quite brisk.

 
| have never been wasteful with food; it has always upset me whenI've seenstill edible food thrown
away and| love making soups with leftovers. Nevertheless, | now lookat a tea bag with a whole new eye;
whenthey are worth 6p and you only have £1,you either drink water orif you do splash out and use one,
you giveit at least two goes. The sage bush outside our back door suddenly developed a whole new
aspect. I've written down what| planned for and what| actually ate, with costings before | started in case
it is of interest — asit’s long, please email eon/@educationotherwise.org for a copy.
Weeach saved £25 overthe course of the 5 days and are thinking of how to donatethefunds.
I would love to read aboutpracticallife activities you may have done with your own children,

Karen in Cambridge www.educationchoice.org.uk
Further information: How a Food Bankworks — Attp://www.trusselltrust.org/how-it-works

"Food For a Tenner a Week"By Neil Barnes —
http://www.lulu.com/shop/neil-barnes/food-for-a-tenner-a-week/paperback/product-22072696.htm!

 



BIG BANG FAIR
I'm one of a team of three home-educated teenagers (myself, my sister and our oldest HE friend)
who exhibited our project (Reminiscence App)atthefinals of the National Science and Engineering
Competitionat the Big Bang Fair, attended by around 75,000 people over the four days in March.
Wecame upwith the idea of making an appto help people with dementia whenour great aunt was
diagnosed with Alzheimers. She seemeda lot happier whenshegotthe chanceto look through old
photos or watch old movies and rememberherpast, but lotof the pictures were too small for her
to be able to see them properly, and she wasstarting to forget how to use the video player. We
thought that a touchscreen device, which enabled herto zoomin orplay videos without any
confusing buttons, would probablybeeasier.
ManchesterGirl Geeks run sessions once a month where you can go andlearn aboutdifferent kinds
of technology, so we wentto their session in January 2014 which wascalled ‘Appy New Year", and
looked at app design using a website called Appshed. We went away and produced a prototype app
on Appshed,and tried it out on our auntto seeif it would be worthwhile to go any further with the
project. There were somegoodthings aboutthe prototypebutit also highlighted a few issues. If you
wantthe full story about the app and the progress we've madesofar, you canvisit our website (link
at the endofthe article), or watch a short film we made; https://youtu.be/3bn2iwB8WeY
Weentered ourproject in the Junior (aged 11-14) category of the NSEC, andlearntthat we'd got
throughto thefinals in January. Wehad to fund the wholething ourselves so wrote beggingletters
to a lot of companies etc. ThinkBuzan very kindly gave us a copyof their iMindMap software to
makeposters with and we managed to persuade our uncle to print them at workfor us, but I think if
you got through to the finals and couldn'tafford to get there/accommodationetc, you can apply for a
bursary from the NSEC,
Weweren't quite sure whatto expect and hadn't practiced a presentationto give to the judges,
thinking we would just be answering questions, but found out we should have prepared a
presentationon the first morning so we had lot of prepto do in the houranda half before judging
began! Apartfrom one moderator who didn’t seem tolike our idea as she didn't think carers would
want to spendthe time putting informationonthe app,the judges wereall pretty positive and
encouraging in the way they interacted with us and the questionsweren't too difficult. The people on
the otherstalls aroundus werefriendly and there were somegreat ideas. Wealso got to attend a few
paneer \ yr P \ finalists-only events including science

ae shows and a Q&A session with the celebrity
judges.

   
Wedidn’t come awayfrom the Big Bang
Fair with any prizes but wedid get some
helpful suggestions from some ofthe
people whovisited the stand and talked to
us, and other exhibitors, and it was a great
experience. We'd love to carry on working
on the appsoifanyone in the home
education community has any advice on
whereto go from here we wouldlove to
hear from you! At the momentwe are
trying to work out whetherit is possible for

us to develop the appourselvesorifwe would need to contact a developerto codeit for us.
You canfind out more aboutentering the National Science and Engineering competition here:
www.nsecuk.org andifyou enter for 2015/16 and get through to the finals and have any questions
feel free to get in touch with us!
More information on our project: https://reminiscenceapp.wordpress.com/ Fureya, Cheshire
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HE Around the World — Portugal

By Corinna Spellerberg

In Portugal, the cut-off date for school attendance is the 15th of September, so children whoturn 6 after
that date attend free, state-owned schools until the age of 18. Someprivate, fee-paying schools exist as
well.

But here is the great news: Homeeducationis entirely
ap Me legalin this country!Andit is even firmly anchored

+ 2 within the articles of the constitution: Parents have the
GOTT right and the duty to educate their kids(Lei
\ ; Constitucional n.° 1/2005 de 12 de Agosto,Article 26.5).

wo The person mainly responsible for the child's education
has to provide some proof of competence. And the
registration can even be doneonline!

There are certain requirements for homeschooled
children regarding annualreports, following the national
curriculum andperiodic testing taking place in schools
(after 4th year, 6th grade and 9th grade,butresitting
examsis possible).

Portugalalso has someinternational schools, anditis
possible to sit IGCSEs as an external candidate.

It is hard to obtain information that is not in Portuguese,
even onthe internet, and below are somelinks | have
beenableto find.

 

General overview:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeschooling_international_status_and_statistics
HSDLA,a (Christian) home ed law support organisation:
http://www.hsida.org/hs/international/Portugal/default.asp
The website of the major home education group MEL: http://www.educacaolivre.pt/mel/
The abovealso contains a practical guide (in Portuguese);
http://www.educacaolivre.pt/mel/perguntas-frequentes/ensino-domestico/
A personal and also professional report from a home educating mother; the video wasfilmed at a
conference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa9BkryYluw&feature=related
Social networksite (Portuguese): http://ensinodomestico.ning.com/
Blog (Portuguese, with reasonably good Googletranslationin place):
http://aprendersemescola.blogspot.co.uk/
Corresponding Facebookgroup (Portuguese):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aprendersemescola/?fref=ts
Yahoo group,again in Portuguese, but most people seem to speak English here:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ensinodomestico/info

WV



Reviews
Title: What Your Year 1 Child Needs to Know Reviewed by:Jennifer
Author: Edited by E.D. Hirsch Jr and John Holdren,Editors for Civitas UK Annaliese Briggs
and Robert Whelan Publisher: Civitas - June 2011 Original Price: £16 (various on Amazon)
Although it wasn't written with home education as such in mind, What your Year 1 Child Needs to
Know, waswritten for parents to use at homeso is compatible with home education and as such
is unique as there are very few booksofthis nature on the market.
It contains six sections, Language and Literature, History and Geography, Visual Arts, Music,
Mathematics and Science. Each section starts with some general commentsfor the parents, but
the bulkofit is for the parent to share with the child, either reading aloudif the child does not yet
read, or letting the child read it themselves, then going on to suggestions for discussion.
Forinstance, the Literature and Languagesection starts by discussing different ways that a child
can learn to read andpointing out that no one single wayis the right way, suggesting a balanced
approach. It shows examplesof the alphabet and howit is written, and some suggested
resources. Thenit goes to discuss reading aloud, which is very muchin line with what many
experienced home educators do, andincludesa selection of nursery rhymes,fairytales, fables,
=2s= = and short stories,all beautifullyillustrated.

Bpmcrnorece Gis Thefollowing sections arelaid out in a similar way. Itis nota
comprehensive curriculum or textbook, but contains theWhat Your Year 1 Child building blocks and basics for parents to enjoy learning with

Needs to Know their children.
Many experienced homeeducatorswill find that this book
describes whatthey did in the early years, but those new to
homeeducation who don't feel they wantto usea strict

7 m . curriculum would welcome a book suchasthis. This book
‘\d ~ would be suitable for a wide spectrum of home educators,

PREPARING YOUR CHILD from the very structured to the unstructured autonomous
FOR S:LERTINE. VE ATAROM style. Even those thatfollow a curriculum would find it a

suitable complimentary addition to their home education. In
addition,it has been edited for use in the UK, which makesit

. different from other curriculum booksthat are mostly
=e om meii 2V2ilable from the US.

It is child centered, gentle, and doesn't push or have expectations. It is an ideal book for dipping
in and out of.

, ED. HIRSCH, JR

Althoughthereis plenty of information to read about and large section of poetry, nursery
rhymes andshort stories, the bookalso haslots of ideas and resourcesto suggesttoo.
This book would appeal to both those new to home education whowish to have somesort of
guide to help them alongthe way,as well as those thatfollow a more autonomous and
unstructured route,

Sitting in the garden on a lovely summer's day with a good book is oneoflife's greatest
pleasures!If you and yourfamily like to indulge why not share with us the booksthatyou are

currently enjoying. We welcomereviewsofall types of books from our members.
Please send reviews to bookreviews@educationotherwise.org.

Look forward to receiving your contributions!
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EO SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) News

The new SENreforms do not seem to beliving up to past expectations:
John Harris (Guardian) interviewed Melinda Nettleton andJohn Friel, lawyers, special needsparents,
and campaigners;authorsof Special Needs and Legal Entitlement - the essentialguide to getting out
ofthe maze,find that the legal complexity involved in establishing entitlement has increased rather
than decreased under the new system. Using an arrayofcase studiesandforensic legal analysis,
they highlight the awkwardrelationship betweenparents, schools, local authorities, the NHS and
central government, and howto navigate a system thatdrawsall of these together (short answer:
with difficulty). What they say about the system amounts to a story of ministers andcivil servants
going into three-year frenzy to apparently no avail, Mr Harris has also spoken to parents and
teachers, whoagainfind the new system is unclear, and reports serious concerns from IPSEA
(IndependentParental Special Education Advice).
Thesefindings seem to fall short somewhatof the standard the National Autistic Society had
expected, and the ‘Main points’listed in the DepartmentFor Education ‘Transition to the new 0 - 25
special educational needs and disability system’:

National AutisticSociety2015): Commenting on the changes, Mark Lever, Chief Executive of
the National Autistic Society, said: "This is the biggest shakeupof the Special Educational Needs
system in 30 years and thereis a lot to be positive about.
"However, the reforms donot go far enough. Our research showsthat nearly 50% of parents have
waited overa yearto get the right support fortheir child. A joined up system of redress is needed to
counterthis, with education, health and care plans underpinnedby a single pointof appeal. Without
this, we're concerned that too many families will continue to face an exhausting processofbeing
passed from pillar-to-post while they fight for the right support.
"The ultimatetest for these reformsis whether they can end these battles for support and create a
system in which parents are equal partners in decisions abouttheir child's education and the
planningoflocal services.”
Wewill be closely monitoring the implementationofthe changesto ensure the best possible
outcomesfor children and young people with autism

Ci
1,7 From 1 September 2014 youngpeoplein further education andtraining whoreceive support as
a result of a Learning Difficulty Assessment (LDA) can choose to request an education, health and
care needs (EHC) assessment underthe Children and Families Act 2014. All young people who
receive support as a result of a LDA whowill continuein further education or training beyond 1
September 2016 must have an EHCplan by that date where oneis needed. Until that point, local
authorities should continue to implementtheir duties in relation to young people who receive
support asa result of a LDA.
1.8 By 1 April 2018,local authorities must have transferred all children and young people with
statements of SEN to the new SEN anddisability system followinga ‘transfer review’ - that is an EHC
needs assessmentin accordance with the Special Educational NeedsandDisability Regulations 2014
(SI 2014/1530). We expectthe vast majority of children and young people with statements of SEN to
be transferred to an EHCplan. To ensure children and young people continueto receive the support
they need during the transition period (1 September 2014 to 1 April 2018), local authorities must
continue to comply with particular elements of the 1996 SEN framework(Part IV of the Education
Act 1996 ( including schedules 26 and 27), The Education (Special Educational Needs) (England)
(Consolidation) Regulations 2001 and 2007, the 2001 SEN CodeofPractice and thestatutory
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guidance, Inclusive Schooling), as applicable, in relation to children and young people with
statements of SEN.
1.9 Local authorities should consult with parents, young people andrelevantprofessionals to
develop a local transition plan setting out when and how children and young people with statements
of SEN and young people whoreceive support as a result of a LDAwill transfer to the new system,
including the order in which they will be transferred. To ensure that momentum is maintained
acrossall areas,all local authorities will be required to ensure that some groupsofchildren and
youngpeopleare transferred to the new system by particular points during the transition period.
Local authorities should publish thefirst version oftheir local transition plan in September 2014 to
ensure that parents and young peoplecan access information about when they will be transferred to
the new system and what the transfer processwill entail.
1.10 Newprovisionsfor children and young people aged 18 and underin youth custody commence
on 1st April 2015.For those entering or already in youth custody with a statement of SEN, the
special educationalprovision in the statementwill be deemedasifit is made in an EHCplan.Local
authorities will be undera duty to arrange appropriate support and must conducta ‘transfer review’
on release if they have not conducted one in youth custody or where they are due to conduct a
review underthe wider proceduresfor transfer, Local authorities should take reasonablesteps to
inform those with LDAsoftheir right to request an EHC needs assessment. For youngpeople with
LDAs who request an EHC needs assessment, where the local authority believes it may have to make
special educationalprovision on release it must carry out an EHC needs assessment.
1.11 Early years settings and schools are expected to have adopted the new SEN support approach
set out in the ‘SEND CodeofPractice: 0 to 25 years’ by spring 2015 for children and young people
who do not have statements of SEN andto haveappliedit to all children and young people by
September 2015at the latest.
1.12 Further education andtraining providers should implementthe approachset out in the ‘SEND
Cade of Practice: 0 to 25 years’ from 1 September 2014.
Feelfree to contact us ifyou would like to get involved with EO SEND:

e.theunissen@educationotherwise,org
References:
The new special educational needs maze, where parents go backto thestart:
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/feb/17/new-special-educational-needs-laws-support-chaotic
The National Autistic Society:
http://www.autism.org.uk/news-and-events/news-from-the-nas/new-sen-system-comes-into-force.aspx
Melinda Nettleton and John Friel: Special Needs and Legal Entitlement - The Essential Guide to
Getting out of the Maze
http://www.jkp.com/uk/catalogsearch/result/?q=Special+Needs+and+Legal+Entitlement
A guideto the revised SEND CodeOfPractice:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417435/Special_educatio
nal_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf
Thefull revised SEND CodeOfPractice;
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_P
racticeJanuary_2015.pdf
The Children And Families Act:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents/enacted
DepartmentforEducation.Transition to the new 0 to 25 special educational needs anddisability
system:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414952/SEND_Reforms_t
ransitional_advice_March15.pdf
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Time to thank about renewing your
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR

1ST SEPTEMBER 2015 - 31ST AUGUST 2016
This benefit for Local Groups run by EO memberswill be continued for the coming year, and the
costwill be held at £10 per year or part year from 1* September. Thisis excellent value
compared with insurance arrangedby individual HE groups. Asit’s subsidised from EO funds
(which means from the subscriptions EO memberspay) there are some termsand conditions —
for example, we ask for 3 EO family memberstosign upto take responsibility for the group and
to keep in contact with us.
Please note that your group must comply with the description agreed with the insurance
company, in accordance with the general understanding of a Home Education Group,i.e.:

© Agroup of home educating families providing mutualsupport, sharing information and
resources, and meeting for social and educationalactivities and/or outings.

* Activities are free (or at small contribution to covercosts) i.e. non profit making.
* Parents attend with their children, who are of mixed ages.
e Usually, activities take place at a variety of venues, are organised bydifferent parents and

open toall local HEfamilies.
Also, EO insurance cannotact as an ‘umbrella’ for other formally incorporated organisations. For
example, if your groupis a charity in its own right, you will need to take out separate insurance.
Please don’t leaveit till the last minute to look at the policy documents and guidance for the EO
insurance. We have found that groups take sometimeto digest the information, and then may
have queries. Getting the required three EO membersignatures also seems to cause delays.
Detailed guidance and an application form are available to download from the Member Home
area of the EO website. Theseare for the current year(up to 31" August 2015) but we anticipate
that the terms and conditionswill be very similar for the coming year. To minimise work for
volunteers, we would prefer members to obtain these from the website, but in caseof difficulty
you may request details by email from the Local Groups Insurance Co-ordinator, who will also
answerany queries you may have(Anneisstill acting): <Igic@educationotherwise.org>

N.B. If you are using the currentforms (2104/15), please note the new PO Box address —
PO Box 6, SWAFFHAM,PE37 9AT

Using the new addresswill avoidforwarding delays.

SUMMERSALE - 2014/15 - 50% REDUCTION!
Ifyour group isn’t currently covered by EO Public Liability insurancefor 2014-15, you may
take advantageofthe ‘end ofseason’ specialrate of£5, from now until 31* August 2015. But
remember,you will need to renew on 1st September (£10) for the comingyear(up to 31% August
2016).

Local Groups Insurance Co-ordinatorIgic@educationotherwise.org



LOCAL HOME EDUCATION GROUPS
HEfamilies — Please contact the group organiser forfull details and to check thatactivities are ongoing. Notealso that notall
groups are run by EO members. Furtherinformation on the groupslisted below (s available via the Local HE Groupsarea of
the EO website. If you knowof a groupthat's notlisted, please ask the organiser to enterit at www.educationotherwise.net
Group organisers — please remember when giving details of events, that this list (both in Newsletter and on main area of
Website) may be seen by people who are not membersof Education Otherwise, and adjust your information accordingly.
Please also notify us promptly of contact_& other changes via the Local Groups Co-ordinator: eolg@educationotherwise.org

England
Bedfordshire
Christian HomeEd -Scott and Rachel,scottandrachel@ntiworid.comBusy 8-Hes — Weekly drop-in offering chats and support;activities, Pauline 01234 720819 / 07976 026167p.curl2a@btinternet.com.BedHed = An informalgroup of home educating families in and
around Bedford http://bedhed. org.uk
Berkshire
Berkshire Home Educators— for HE families in & adjoiningBerkshirehttp://uk groups. yahoo.com/groups/berkshirehomeeducators/Expanding Horizons:trips, activities, regular meet ups andinformationfor other Local groups.www-expandinghorizonsuk.com Contact Rebecca: 01494882484, expandinghorizonsuk@gmail.com
Heroes-HE - weekly HomeEducation Ciuib at animalfarm, with
workshops,etc,
www.heroesberkshire.co.uk/homeeducators.html
Bristol
Bristol Home Education — A local support groupBristol area.
www. bristolhomeeducation.moonfruit.com
Bristol Home Education LearnPlace (HELP) Contact Catherine:
catewhyte@hotmail.comBristol Home Education Co-op ~ contact pointfor HE activities in
Bristol, including FREE weekly Co-op meetup withcrafts,activities & socialising. Yahoo group for eventdetails,
information & support: Contact: BristolHEC-
owner@yahoogroups.com Or 0117 9553582http://groups.yohoo:com/group/BristolHEC/
Home Education in Bristol and the South West — local website
with information andlinks for groups, events and activities in
Bristol and the surrounding areas + national info & resources.
Contact! Therese, alternativeeducation.bristol@gmail.com
http;//alternative-education-bristol,moonfruit.com/
Buckinghamshire
Free Range Education — range of educationalevents and
activities in Milton Keynes & North Bucks Sarah: 07725 039981www.freerangeeducation.org
High Wycombe home ed group - Friendly weekly group meet up
with activities. Contact: cm2002@yahoo.co.uk
Home Education Milton Keynes — informal non-hierarchicalBroupfor HErs in Milton Keynes & surrounding areas.http://www.he-mk.org.ukhttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/MadCows-MK/join
Milton Keynes Home Educators Network (MKHEN) ~ Educationalandsocial activities and events, online support groups,
mentoring and an active relationship with the tA.http://www.mkhen.org.ukGeorgeanne 01908 662256 sienna-swift7@powernet, co.ukMK-CHEF — HE support group for Milton Keynes.Affiliated to
Home Service but you do not needto be a Christian to join.
http://uk.groups. yahoo,com/group/mk-chef

South Bucks Home Educators — (& surrounding areas) Contact‘Taryn: torynearley@googlemail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/southbuckshomeedExpanding Horizons (see Berkshire).
Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire Home Educators — A websiteal) about homeeducating in Cambridgeshire including local groups and how tocontact them. www.cambshomeed.co,uk jane:cambshomeed@gmail,comCambridge Home Educating Families (CHEF) - for parents/carerswho HE orconsidering HEhttp://www.cambridgehomeeducators.org.uk/
Morag: 01223 464918 morag2000@hatmail.comCambridge Home Educating Community Activity List — summaryof sessions andregular groups in Cambridge
www.educationchoice.org.uk Karen: 01223 573220karen@karenrodgers.co,uk
CheshireMid Cheshire Home Educators — 8j-monthly meetings andregular outings. http:/groups.yahoo.com/group/mche
South Cheshire HomeEducators — Jacqui,southcheshirehe@gmail.com
http://www. southcheshirehe.btck.co.uk/
Cornwall
Home Grown ~ $ E Cornwall HE Group - Alternate Mondays in
Liskeard: classes in drawing & draughtsmanship/dramafor ages
8-15, £6 per session. Contact Kath; 01579 340591
Lostwithiel area HE group — Started 2013 — range of HE activities,
all welcome! Contact Samantha: samsawinna@hotmail.com
Cumbria
West Cumbria HomeEducation Group - friendly group,
members from all over W.Cumbria,structured or free range — All
welcome! www.facebook.com/groups/WestCumbriaHE/
Contact Tallie: metallienat@aol.com
West Cumbria Home Educators — (including Keswick). Mutual
support for HErs in West Cumbria:WestCumbriaHomeEd@gmail.com
Derbyshire
Chesterfield Home Education Grop (CHEG) — weekly meetingsanddays out for all ages: Contact Sandy:sondymariott@gmail.com
Derby Home Education Group (DHEG)- Weekly. Gym Club atsportscentre with instructor.
http://groups. yohoo.com/group/derbyhe/
Home Ed Buxton Area - Local meetings/activities for HErs and
those considering HEhttp://roups.yahoo.com/group/homeedbuxtonarea
Devon

Wilidspace — Nature study and gardening group
based at Buckfastleigh Townhall, Welcomes HE families.www.hogco-devonrcc.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=279900Dartmoor and SW Home Education Group. Basedin S.
Dartmoor,local and area groups & resources, plus promotion of
your groups, http://dartmoor-sw-he-group.yolasite.com/Contact: dartmoor.sw.he.group@gmail.com  



 

Dart Valley Home Ed Network ~ Out and aboutvisits: natural
history, history, photography and more. Members-only internetgroup, Hannah and Gordon 01803 762788 lindnich@tesco.netExeter Home Education Community Wednesday drop-in; GCSE;
green woodwork, permaculture, pottery & morenbedford@btinternet.com Neil 01363 82314
http://exeterhomeeducationcommunity.co.uk
FLAGS Home Education Group — Exeter, every Friday. Friendlygroupfor childrenof all ages. Contact; Lisa 07969299543 or Suesu.gold777@yahoo.co.ukFreedom Fields EHE - Weekly social groupfor families
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/PlymauthUK_HomeEd/NDHE(North Devon Home Educators) — Meeting up for localtrips and activities. Contact: ndhomeed@gmail.com
South Devon Home Education Group ~
Attp://www.southdevonhomeeducation.co.uk/ Contact Helen:01803 390639 helenlloyd-hoare@blueyonder-co.ukStover HE Group ~ Informal educationaland social meets in localand surrounding areas. stoverhegroup@gmail.com
DorsetHEOND (Home Educators of North Dorset) ~ Friendly groupmeeting regularly in Sturminster Newton. Contact Junebugchick@mac.com
wwwfacebook.com/groups/NorthDorsetHomeEducationBournemouth HEED — Weekly Monday meetings. Contact Carol01202 677066 carolstone@yahoo.co.ukHERA — friendly group meets weekly in Poole. Provides supportfor HE families/prospective HE. Contact Tracie:scallieuk@hotmail.co.uk
Bournemouth and Poole Home Educators ~Bournemouth/Poole
area for play dates andvisits to placesofinterest/museums/etc,
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Bournemouth_and_PooleHomeEducators/?yguid=419936795, Contact Emmabmth.home.ed@gmail.com
Durham
County Durham Home Educators - contact, information,
activities, get togethers and trips.
https://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/durham-home-educators .Contact: Emma, emmadfisk@gmail.com
Durham HE ~ Yahoo group.Get-togethers arranged in various
areas of County Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/County-
durham-homeed
EssexEssex Home Education Yahoo Group - Membersorganise HE
events and meetings in Essex, and offer support, advice andencouragementto other Home Educators. Contact Lou:Jouise.thorn@googlemail.com
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/essex-he-e-group/info
Haverhill HE group — Covering South Suffolk/North Essex.
Eve 01440 788228of 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.ukSouthend HE Group - Meets weekly. Lotsof outings andactivities.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/southendhomeeducation/ of
southendhomeeducation@yahoo.co.ukWIGWAMEpping Forest — A weekly informal drop-in group.EleanorStapleton 07866 701442 elmajose2@yahoo.co.uk
GloucestershireGlosHE.org.uk— HE links and local resources in and aroundGloucestershire. www.gloshe.org.uk/Glos Otherwise Club Fiona 01684 290087brookesfam@tiscali.co.ukForest of Dean HE group ~ Bridge and dam building, riverclearance,fire building, woodiand walks etc.
Contact Roxy: cdsnhf@googlemail.comStroud email list Nick: 01453 840036 nick. weir@localfood.org.uk

Cirencester and Cotswold group ~ Meetingsplus will answer HEqueries. Pam 01285 721008 pamela,perryman@gmail,com
HampshireActiveEO — HE group based in West Sussex and Hampshire.Contact Julie: 01243 552168 bevmats@btinternet.com
East Hampshire Home Education Group (EHHE) Socialactivitiesmainly for 5-11 yr but all ages welcome. Fields & playground.
Contact Alison: ajahns@btintenet.comFAREGOS HomeEducation Group ~ HE group/email list forFareham Gosport and South Hants.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FareGosHE/Hampshire FRHEBEES(Free Range & HomeEducated Bees) —West Hampshire area and borders to arrange meetups and
activities. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FRHEBees/Contact Karen; 01425 652721North Hampshire HE Group ~ Regularactivities and meetings
organised suitable for all ages jakimparsons@gmoil.comhttp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/NH-HE/ Jaki 07731805323
Portsmouth Home Education Group — HE orinterested in HE
http;//groups.yahoo.com/group/portsmouthhomeed/
SEEDS ~ Meets every term time afternoonfor sports/play +
weeklyfull day activity. Southampton.
Attp://groups.yahoo.com/group/seeds1/
South Hants Home Ed - A support group for home educators
http://qroups. yahoo.com/group/southhantshomeed/
Herefordshire
Hereford Home Education ~ indoor and outdoorfacilities ages 2.15. herefordhe@gmail.comMonmouth and Herefordshire Home Educators — Local meets
and events Yahoo! group. Roxy 07765 058.777
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HerefordshireHE/
HertfordshireHerts Home Educators ~ Yahoo!groupfor Hertfordshire homeeducators. newhomeeducatars@gmail.com
Isle of WightIsle of Wight Learning Zone — A networkof HE families
http://www.iwlearningzone,co.uk/IW Home Ed - Facebook group & yahoo groupfor any and al
home educators on loW. Karen: Karen@curvespace.com or01983 568516 http///groups.yahoo.com/group/IWHomeEd/
https://www facebook.com/graups/IWHomeEd/
Kent
Dragonfly Kidz HE Group (Canterbury & Thanet) meets socially
for learning activities swimming bowling daysout etc. in a widerangeof locations around Canterbury Thanet Whitstable etc. All
Welcome! Steph for moreinfo: stephgater@rocketmall.com01304 814362. http://groups. yahoo,com/group/dragonflykide
homeeducationgroup/
Kent ASD Home Ed ~ For parents/carers of ASD/Aspergerschildren who are’educating them ‘otherwise’http://groups.yahoo.com/group/asd-home-ed-medway
Medway and Maidstone HEactivity group - HE OMEGA~ A
group of home educating families in Medwayand Kent.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HE-omega/ Contact Esther:
e.selhi@yahoo.co.ukRochester HE Group — weekly meetings Tuesdayafternoon.Contact Sally: sally_wilton@lineone.net
SATHE(Supporting Autism Through Home Education) — WestKentgroup open toall parents/carers HE//flexi-schooling orconsidering HE for children with autism/ sensitivities or learningdifficulties. Contact Denice 07554 386844S-A-T-H-E@yahoogroups.co.uk
Attp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/S-A-T-H-E/

 



South East Home Educators — (Kent/Sussex) Meet regularly for
trips, hall meets, swimming etc. To join Yahoo! group email:
southeasthomeeducators-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Or contact Lesley: 07828193668 lesley294@aol.comhetp://www.southeast-home-educators.co.uk
Wealden HomeEducators’ Network — active network of homeeducating familiesin SE England. We offer help and support,information, eactivities, events and campsfor home educators.
http.//groups.yahoo. com/group/wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork
Lancashire
Boneheds — Help support advice and friendshiptoall familieswhoare home educating (or considering HE)in Botton Lancashire
and surroundingdistricts.
http://groups. yahoo.com/group/boneheds/Home Ed Leyland — Friendship, support andadviceforall familieswho are home-educating (or considering HE} in Leyland and
surrounding districts. http://groups.yahoo.com/graup/he-l-lo/
LEAD Home Education — swap ideas, share stories and arrange
localsocial gatherings. http://groups.yahoo,com/group/lead_he/
Leicestershire
HE-AL message board — details of HE Events in Leicestershire.Site run by local HE groups, but open to all HErsin the
Leicestershire area http;//he-al.weebly.com/index. htm!
Leicestershire Christian Home Educators ~ monthly meet up
every 3rd Tuesday. Free play opportunity in a safe and fun place.
HE Off-Peak Pass available: £1.50 per child £5 per family freedrinks. All welcome! Contact Anne-Marie Marshall:mrsomarshali@googlemail.com
Loughborough Home Ed— meetfor various regular/one offgroups, including French and mathsin Loughborough: Contact:
nicky-ed@co.asd.me.uk‘Stoneygate — Weekly play session, £3.50 per family, includingdrinks. Large, safe, grassy area. Contact Cat
catbellinger@gmail.comwww.facebook.com/groups/homeedieicestershire/
Lincolnshire
Home EdLincs — Yahoo newsgroup coordinating HE activities inLincolnshire. http://eraups.yahoo.com/group/home_ed_lincs/
HomeschoolLincolnshire — active and supportive group, 40 +
families incl. plenty of teenagers. Monthly events andactivities
list. Contact Elaine: 01507 328688
homeschool. lincoinshire@outlook.com
Lincolnshire HE — www.home-ed.ukfnet/index.htm
North Hykeham HE Group — Weekly meetings,primarily fortoddlers. 07870 787328 debi-crow@googlemail,com
London
Adventures with Education (Hackney) — A homeeducation
group basedin Hackney London, Attp;//awe.gn.apc.org/
Brandram Roaders — Weekly meetings in term time.
rubyradburn@hotmail.comHome Study Groups ~ small group of HE families pooling
resources for tutored homestudy groups, Ingie 0203 566 8706iberritt@gmail.com
Magpie Home Educators (East London)— Phil 0208 500 1053
The Otherwise Club (NW) — A community centre for HE families.Lesiie 0208 969.0893WIGWAM Jubilee Park N9. Informal drop-in groupfor familieswith children of any age. Contact Eleanor: 07866 701442elmajose2@yahoo.co.uk
NorfolkHome Educationg in Norfolk (HENs}~ A group for HE familiesinNorfolk. Those on the borders also welcome.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/homeeducatorsnorfolk/

West Norfolk Home Educators — A meeting place for hameeducators and families interested in home educating Lots of
activities!http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/WestNorfolkHomeEducators/‘The Barefoot Learners — Games and activities for all ages.
Contact Be Coffin: 07814 592 290 or 01263 73 99 83
Northamptonshire
Northants HE — informal group meetsregularly for various
activities http://www.northantshe-org.uk/
iFlow — weekly HE community group in NW Northants. Supportandfriendships; parent-led and professionally-led educational
activities. Wide range of resources, large community space,sports facilities and outdoor play- www.iflaw-he.org Email:welcomeiflow@gmail.com
NottinghamshireNotts Sheep Special - Online support group for HE parents of
special needs/differently-abled children in Nottinghamshire &
bordering counties.
Attp://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/Notts_Sheep-Special/
Oxfordshire
Oxfordshire Home Educators —A groupfor all home educators
living in Oxfordshire and neighbouring counties:all welcome.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OxonHE/
OHED— Website with information about HE in Oxfordshirewww.ohed.org.uk Louisa: louisa.southey@gmail.com or 01865
735705,
Expanding Horizons (See Berkshire)
Shropshire
Rushbury/Stretton HE Group — Parent andchild-fed activities aswell as people from the wider community. Contact Beverley:01743 718429Telford area HE — Activities incl. skating football and dramasessions. For times and datescontact Denise: 07866 888879
Shropshire Home Education ~ For HErs in Shropshire area to chat
arrange meetsetc, http.//groups.yahoo.com/group/shedOtherwise Engaged ~ Online diary of groupactivities cultural
‘events workshops resources and projects for Shrops and WestMids based HE families. http://www. otherwise-engaged.org.uk/home-education.htm!
SomersetTaunton Home Education Group — Freeplay, arts & crafts,
games,etc. http://tauntonhomeed.blogspot.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tauntenhomeeducation/HEY Yeovil ~ Ail HE families welcome. Contact Lyn: 01963 23669
heyeovil@hotmail.com‘Wells and Mendip Home Education Group (Wam)- meetweekly for home educated ‘schoolage’kids, run by parents;variety of projects and activities. Contact: 01749 675176Wiveliscombe/Taunton — Monthly meetings and regular outings.
Contact Maggie: 01984 624651
North Somerset HE Group ~ Weekly children’s gym walks outingsetc. Yahoo!group for members. Contact Vicky; 01275 848425victoriapreston@yahoo.co.ukBath HE Yahoo! Group —
http://uk.groups, yahoo.com/group/BathHomeEducation/
StaffordshireMercia Education Group ~ Regular, structured meetings, variousvenuesin Lichfield and surrounding area. Academic base, many
activities, wide age range
http://merciaeducationgroup.yolasite.com/
Suffolk
Haverhill HE group — South Suffolk/North Essex. Contact Eve:
01440 788228 or 07768 763913 wixde@yahoo.co.uk



 
ipswich HE Wednesdays — Shared lunch andactivities. Contact
Emma: emma@nattyem.co.ukIpswich town centre group + Book Club ~ regular meetings.Contact Lisa: 07538 102322 Ilw_lg@yahoo.co.ukTostock HE Group ~ All families welcome to this very friendlygroup, Contact Jan; 01359251184 angusto@brinternet.com
Surrey
Dorking Home Educators — meetfortnightly, Social and pre-bookedactivities, outings & trips. Amanda:
schrodingerscat81@hotmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/DorkingHomeEducators/Godalming HE Group ~ A groupfor HE familiesbasedin South
West Surrey and surrounding area. http://swsurrey-home-ed.co.ukHome Educators Learning Project (HELP) — educational support.
outings. http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/HELearningProject/
Leatherhead Home Education Group - Leatherhead andsurrounding area regular day trips and activities. Chrissie =
07840285703 christabelthorpe@hotmail.com
Surbiton HomeEd Group (SHEd) - occasionalfield trips, picnics,
workshops, etc. Contact ingrid: ingrid meaker@mac.com
Sutton/Epsom HEgroup — Meets weekly and also monthly for
outings, Contact Neia: neia.glynn@btinternet.comSW Surrey Home Ed— Weekly gatherings Farnham orGodalming. http://www.swsurrey-home-ed.co.uk/index.php
Sussex
ActivEO - HE Group W Sussex and Hants (see Hampshire}
Brighton and Hove Home Educators — information on HE eventsand groups in the area. Attp;//bhhe.wordpress.com/
Eastbourne EO Group — Regular gatherings & activities.
http://www.shinies.org.uk/Forest Row HE Group ~ regular monthly meetings + many otherfun & learning
http://www facebook.com/groups/forestrowhomeeducators
http://groups.yahoo.com/graup/ohhe/Hastings & Rother Home Educators (HARHE) ~ small numberof
families; activities include Forest School, cycling. daytrips,bowling and swimming. Check out our website and us or come
along to an activity www.harhe.btck.co.uk Catherine: 01424812213
HEOGE Home Ed Group — Hastings/St. Leonards weekly socialmeetings + trips etc. www.hedge-education.btck.co.uk Beshlie01424 812870JIGSAW — social events, educational group excursions, curriculumsupport, ete. Contact: fellot@gmail.com
South Eastern Home Educators ~ (Kent/Sussex) See KentfordetailsWealden Home Educators’ Network (WHEN)(SE Engiand)see
Kent.
Warwickshire
Creative Youth Adventure Club (Coventry) - monthly HE Group
for all ages, activities and social get together. Also Arts Awards.Contact Sarah: sarah@nellyb.co.ukWarwick District HE - Warwick/Leamington. Primarily for 0-11but all welcome. Weekly meetfor play etc. + trips etc. Contact
Alison: 07782 299181
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/warwickhe
Wiltshire
Chapmansiade H E group — for anyone Home Educating (or
consideringit) in town and surrounding area, Meetings twicemonthly. Contact Maria: moria@trivialbusiness.co.ukFRHEBees — Salisbury & West Hampshire (New Forest). Warm,
friendly welcoming group. Contact Sonia: 01722 711666http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/FRHEBees/
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Salisbury Plain Home Education Circle — Parents whouse the
‘National Curriculum as guidance, but believe that best education
comesfrom experience, Contact Dee: dee. dilloway@yahoo.com
07753 260317
Worcestershire
Bewdley HE Group — Weekly meetings, social/activities etc,all welcome. Sophie 01299 405669,sophiebutcher29@yahoo.co.uk
Worcester Home Educators — Meetings usually at least weekly
throughout term time at variouslocations round the county.
www.worcestershire-home-educators.co.uk/
Worcestershire Home Ed — Yahoo Group Email list for Worcs
HErs http://groups.yahoo,com/group/worcestershirehome-ed/
YorkshireDHE Doncaster home educators Yahoo group for families in theDoncaster and surrounding areas. Contact Cheryl: 07825 914340cheryl0407@a0l.comhttp://uk-groups.yahoo.com/group/DHE/
HENNEY (Home Education Network North East Yorkshire)Regular meetups around Scarborough andEast coast area.
Contact Lisa: liso_riley@tiscali.co.uk
henney-owner@yahoogroups.comHuddersfield Art Workshops ~ Monthly & yrs plus. Jane: 01484
645034Huddersfield Book Group — Monthly Marsdenlibrary. Jane01484 645034Huddersfield Home Educators ~ Monthly themed meetings.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wyhec/ Contact Mandy:
01484 460026 meandchi7@yahoo.co.ukYorkshire Home Edders Yahoo!group ~ Friendly & active group
with visits & workshopsforchildren 8-16.
http;//groups.yahoo.com/group/yorkshirehomedders/NYHEC(groupfor HEparents) — for parents HEing in NorthYorkshire. nyhecowner@yahoogroups.comNorth + West HE Group — Meets Skipton monthly and BradfordGym Club weekly. Regular meetings and outings. Judith; 01756791356
Rotherham Home Education friendly informal group for HErsin& aroundS.Yorkshire. http://groups. yahoo.com/group/RathHE/
Contact Pauline: 077764 06409colliecandydog123@yahoo.co.ukSYHEC~ Yahoo!groupfor parents HEingin South Yorkshire.http.//groups.yahoo,com/group/syhec/
Wakefield District Home Education Group ~ Est. 2013, Currentlyregular Bowling & Ice skating, plus moretrips andvisits as
numbers increase. Contact Tracey: wokefieldHE-‘owner@yahoogroups.com

Regional Groups
East of England — East Anglian Home Ed Networkhttp://groups.yohoo.com/group/East-Anglian-Home-Ed-
Network/
East Midlands — East Midlands Home Ed Forum ~ inform and
support HE families in the East Midlands.
http://groups.yahoo.com/oup/emhe
South EastFLAGS(Kent/Surrey/Sussex) —. Active group
(Kent/Surrey/Sussex) meeting weekly during term time
http://www.flags-educotion.org Karen 01732 864524
karenlow@uwclub.net
ActivEO — HE Group based in West Sussex and Hampshire
Contact number 01243 552168 beymars@btinternet.com



Home-EASE (HomeEducation forall South East) — Group of HE
families in SE England. 0753 1677 083homeeducatingmum@yahoo.co.uk
South East Home Educators —(Kent/Sussex) See Kent for details.
Wealden Home Educators’ Network (WHEN) (SE England) seeKent.
South West
Home Education Centre (Devon/Dorset/Somerset) — Meets twodays'a week. Workshops, sports activities and support.http:/www.homeeducationcentre.org.uk
HErs and Events SW — network to support new HErs or those
newto the area. New input welcomed.southdevonle@gmail.com
http://hecontactssandeventssw yolasite.com
HEin Bristol andSW— seeBristol
West Midlands
Birmingham Home Ed (& W.Mids) - meetings and events for HE
familes. http://www.homeeducationbirmingham.org.uk
HELM — homeeducation group located mainly within theBirmingham, West Midlands area. Any and all home-educatingparents welcomebttp://groups. yahoo.com/group/HELM_home_ed/

Isle of Man
Home Education onthe Isle Of Man — Contact: Dawn.
sewellounch@yahoo.co.ukHome Educating Network - Isle of Man— informal groupofparents HEing on theIsle of Man. Yvonne,
isleofmanic@educationotherwise orghttp://uk.groups,yahoo.com/group/hen-iom/

Wales
Cardiganshire — group meets on one afternoon per week near
Lampeter. Social with occasionalactivities. Contact: 01558
685521 thislittlelightofmine@phonecoop.coop
Carmarthenshire
(Camarthen HE Group — Regular meetingsin Johnstown‘Carmarthencaroline.milbumm@yahoo.com‘Carmarthen Home Ed — Social group meeting weekly for play
andchat, indoor and outdooractivities for all ages, Contact;
Sarah,birdgirlvintage@yahoo.co.uk
North Carmarthen HE Group ~ meetings forfriendship & play,http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ncarmarthenhomeed
Conwy
PLANT CONWY ~ Weekly gettogethers in the village of Conwyfor Home edders- all welcome. Contact: lily@ogge.co.uk
Denbighshire
Froncysylite HE group —Fortnightly group meets 10-4pm.Socialplay and chat. vivodsam@gmail.com
FlintshireFlintshire Home Education — Regular meetups activities &support. flintshirehomeeducation@yahoo.co.uk
Glamorgan
Bridgend HomeEducators ~ free play, GCSEclasses, Arts Award,outside speakers, activities, etc.www. bridgendhomeeducators.org or emailinfo@bridgendhomeeducators.org
Cardiff Home Education Group - Meets Mondays during term.
time,in Pontcanna, Social groupchildren all ages, everyonewelcome. Contact Sarahcardiffhomeeducotiongroup@gmail.com
www.cardiffhomeeducationgroup.wordpress.com
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New Foundations HE - Meets Cardiff Thursdays 10-4, All
activitiesfree. http.//www.newfoundationshe.com 02920
216502 newfoundationshe@virginmedia.com
Gwynedd
Creative Learning and Support — Now meet meetevery Wed. pm
in Bangor, ContactJulie on 01286 678181 or Sarah on 01248
355182 http://www creativelearningandsupport.co.uk
Langower HE Group ~ Weekly meetings.
rowenna73@hotmall.com
Monmouthshire
Monmouth Home Educators ~ Meet weekly for fun and
friendship,arts, crafts, games and sports. All ages welcome.Check for dates and times. Contact Roxy: 07765 058 777
Usk Home Education — Monthly (Thurs) meet other HErs in thearea for fun and games and cupsof tea. Contact Roxy:cdsnh{@gmail.com or 01989 768 128
http://groups.yahoo,com/group/HerefordshireHE/
Neath Port TalbotWise Up Community HE Group(Port Talbot) - Support andinformation for home educating families and those considering
home education.http://www. zoneseven.co.ukjanna.violet@hotmail.com
Powys
New Leaf HE Group (Newtown) — Occasional meetings for varied
activities all ages. siouxcatsy@yahoo.co.uk
Shiny HappyChildren — Regular meetingsin Lianfyllin andsurrounding areas, Katie. lanfyllinHE@gmail.com
Regional
Elective Home Education Wales — Linking HE families across
Wales. http://www.ehew.co.ukMonmouth/Hereford/Gloucester — for information about group
activities in the Monmouth/Hereford/Gloucester area local EO
memberRoxy 01989 768128. cdsnhf@googlemail.comNew Foundations - HE groupand charity offering social &
educationalactivities and support in Cardiff and South Wales,Every Mon 10am - 3pm. All HE families welcome.
www. newfoundationshe.com
Jayne: newfoundationshe@virginmedia.com Or 02920216502
South Wales Home Educators Network — Email list for Home
Educatorsin and around S Walesto arrange get-
togethers/events, share ideas & newsand offer support.hitp://groups.yahoo.com/group/swhen/,

Channel Islands
HomeEducation Jersey —- Home education group. Contact Jess:homeeducationjersey@gmail.comGuernsey Home Educators - Groupof homeeducators andthose sympathetic to hame education in Guernsey. ContactWonne: 01481 264776 or Atplir@hotmail.com

International (UK based)
HE-DS (Home Educating a child with Down's syndrome)-
Linking families who are home educating a child with Down's
syndrome.http://www.oakwellbarns.co.uk Yahoo group
(private, by invitation) Contact Anita: 01686 413502
anitakolaczynska@yahoo.co.uk

  



Whodoes Whatin EO
Current Trustees [Council Members]

> Jonathan Adams‘\ , Jadams@educationotherwise.org
Lei Ashe (Local Contacts Co-ordinator)

lashe@educationatherwise.org
Shena Deuchars (Membership Secretary)

sdeuchars@educationotherwise.org
~Nicki Hon

 

< vhon@educationotherwise.org
iil ingle

¢ jingle@educationotherwise.org
Hanna Newton

hnewton@educationotherwise.org
Fe Mukwamba-Sendall (Treasurer)

fsendall@educationotherwise.org
AnneRix (Chair, Publications Sec., Acting Co.
Secretary, Acting NL Co-ord, Buckstopper-General!)

arix@educationotherwise.org
Edwina Theunissen (Enquiries Secretary)

e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Kathleen Thompson

kthompson@educationotherwise.org
N.B. Email to:

trustees@educationotherwise.org
goestoall trustees

Address for general correspondenceby letter:
Education Otherwise [insert Dept. If known)
P.O. Box 63, SWAFFHAM,PE37 9AT
*** NOTENEWPO BOX NUMBER ***
WEBSITE: www.educationotherwise.net
Webmaster: Tom

webmaster@educationotherwise.org

Membership
Membership enquiries, address changes, membership
cards, new member admin: please contact the
Membership Secretary:

membership@educationotherwise.org
or by post to:
EO Membership, PO Box 63, Swaffham, PE37 9AT

##* NB. NEWPO Box ***
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Other Useful Contacts
Anti-Bullying Contact; Kathleen Thompson

01942 897779
GCSEs at Home: Louise 08445 003 688
GCSE/Exams emaillist:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HE-Exams-
GCSE-A_AS_Levels-OU-Others/

HE Exams Wiki: www.home-education-exams.org.uk
Exam Centres list: http://he-

exams. wikia.com/wiki/Finding_an_exam_centre
Concessions Contact: Lynsey Scott

concessions@educationotherwise.org
Concessions Co-ordinator: Cornelia Theunissen

c¢.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Dylexia Contact Iris Harrison

Irisharrison6@aol.com
Enquiries Secretary: Edwina Theunissen 01978

661882 e.theunissen@educationotherwise.org
Flexi-schooling: VACANT
Local Contacts Co-ordinator: Lei Ashe ‘

Icco-ordinator@educationotherwise.org
(or via Enquiries Secretary)

Local Group Insurance: Anne Rix
Igic@educationotherwise.org

Local Groups Listings: Kennell Family
eolg@educationotherwise.org

Newsletter Coordinator; VACANT (AnneRix
Acting) eonl@educationotherwise.org
Publications Secretary: Anne Rix

publications@educationotherwise.org
(,School Anxiety Support: VACANT
* Single Parent Contact: Sam Kruger 08445 003794

singleparent@educationotherwise.org
Special Needs: Alisa: 01458 835569 / 07707 060973

send@educationotherwise.org
SEND email list via: http://www.he-special.org.uk/
Treasurer: Fe Mukwamba-Sendall

treasurer@educationotherwise.org
Volunteer Co-ordinator: Wendy Knight

vol-coordinator@educationotherwise.org



educaticnotherwise
Education Otherwise is a membership organisation, which provides support and
information for families whose children are being educated outside school, andfor
those who wish to uphold the freedom offamilies to take proper responsibility for the
educationoftheir children.

Ourprincipal aimsareto:
encourage learning outside the school system;
reaffirm that parents have primary responsibility for their children’s
education and that they havetherightto exercise this responsibility by
educating them outof school;
establish the primary right of children to havefull consideration given to
their wishes and feelings about their education;
promote knowledge, understanding and acceptance of education
otherwise than at schoolin the worldat large.

Education Otherwise Association Ltd.
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