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Editorial

Welcome to another Newsletter, this time from Backwoods Bedfordshire. The
layout was almost entirely by James, the typing in by Michael (‘Joe’ to the
initiated) and the management by Margaret. The work was executed using the
latest home computer equipment, or perhaps it would be safer to say the latest as
of three months ago, and we think it shows. But is it better? It makes two-finger
typing an acceptable proposition, but unless one has a reasonable degree of skill
and experience with both the software and hardware, it is too easy to allow the task
to become mechanical with none of the flair for composition that marks out the
good from the indifferent, or as I write, what may in our case turn out to be the
downright awful. In this issue the flair has had to be provided by the contributors.
Thank you, one and all; perhaps our little contribution will be better next time. All
this is a roundabout way of saying that we would hate to be the people who pushed
this job towards ever-increasing sophistication, we have an undying admiration for
the cow-gum brigade, long may they reign!

Although we cannot claim to be knowlegable enough about the particular issue
to comment constructively, we do think that the discussion under way regarding
National Gatherings is of itself an indication of a lively association which cares
about its objectives and the means to achieve them. Join in, it matters and it is all
good fun, too!

One last point, a couple of letters point towards the problem some people have
with establishing contact, despite what is clearly a lot of work by members to
obviate this. We ourselves found out about E.O. by chance, and in the nick of time,
through BBC Woman's Hour. We can suggest no magic solution, but think that
members should be alert all the time to the need to “get ‘em in and keep ‘em in".
And the need, you should understand, is more theirs than yours.

Caiger, Tara, The Green, Souldrop, BEDFORD. MK44 1HG

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the editor nor those of Education Otherwise as a whole. This
newsletter is edited by a volunteer member of Education Otherwise and its primary
purpose is to provide support and communication between members.

Education Otherwise is a company limited by guarantee and is a charitable trust.
Charity No 292029
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GATHERINGS.

In the last newsletter Stephanie
informed us of some of the financial
problems which occurred as a result of
last January’s gathering at Cliff Col-
lege. Some of us have been thinking
about the subject of EO’s get-toget-
hers for a while, so we read Step-
hanie’s report with interest. After
considerable discussion with a number
of members in different parts of the
country, we offer the following
thoughts and proposals and we would
like to hear your views.

Why do we meet together
nationally as members of EO? We do
so for our own benefit (social contact
for our children and ourselves, and
mutual support and inspiration) and
for the benefit of the organisation (we
are obliged by the terms of our
constitution to have meetings). At
present we try to fulfil these aims at
the same time by having a long
weekend together in the winter and a
week’s holiday in the spring and also
in the autumn. During these gatherings
EO’s AGM and members’ meetings
are held.

We think that the present system of
holding EO’s members’ meetings
during family social gatherings is not
in the best interests of the organis-
ation. We propose that in the interests
of fairness, efficiency and democracy
it would be better to have separate,
weekend business meetings which

could be held at venues in various
parts of the country., These are our
reasons:

1, DO PEOPLE WANT AN EO
HOLIDAY?

Many families are not willing
(understandably) to give up a week of
their annual holiday to come to a
national gathering. For some families
with a child in school or for those
who have a parent who can't take
holiday in term time, even the long
winter weekend is impossible. A
weekend visit is impossible at gat-
herings like the next one (bookings
are for the whole week only) and
unfair at others (accommodation may
be left empty for the rest of the week).
Unless such families live near enough
to be day visitors, effectively they are
barred from taking part in the running
of EO by the nature and timing of our
meetings. Weekend business meetings
would solve this problem.

2. CONDITIONS AT
FEATHERSTONE.

Stephanie’s report suggests that
Cliff College, the most civilised of our
recent venues, is now closed to us on
grounds of cost. Last year two out of
three gatherings were held at Feathers-
tone because no other suitable venue
could be found. We know that Feat-
herstone is unacceptable for many
families because of its reputation for




squalor and discomfort. Those of us
who have been there have found that
this reputation is entirely deserved.
We have heard of families who have
felt so alienated by the conditions that
they have left on the same day, and of
others who have been driven out by
the lack of sleep after a couple of
nights. We are concerned that unless
families are able to cope with the
lifestyle and conditions at Feathers-
tone, where so many of our meetings
take place, they are prevented from
taking part in the organisation of
which they are members. EO exists
for all of us, whatever our lifestyle,
and it is not right that the ability to
survive Featherstone should be a con-
dition of acceptance into active mem-
bership of the organisation.

3. THE LOCATION OF OUR
MEETINGS.

54% of EQ’s members in England,
Wales and Scotland (1,242 families)
live in the South of England, south of
a line drawn from the Wash to the
Severn. It would be fairer to have
some meetings in this part of the
country so that more people could
have the chance to attend. If we had
EQ’s business meetings as weekend
events mainly for individuals, not
families, venues could be smaller and
therefore more affordable. Clearly
some members (for example, one
parent families) would need to bring
their children and it is not suggested
that they should be banned, but if
fewer children were present there
would be fewer distractions. A week-
end meeting would still allow some

time for informal chat as well as
business. Perhaps local members
would be willing to provide overnight
accommodation for members who live
too far away to travel home, thus
saving on accommodation costs?

4, THE MEMBERS’ MEETINGS -

DO WE REALLY GET DOWN TO
BUSINESS?

Some of us have been to a number
of members’ meetings over the years
and we have often found that these
meetings have become bogged down
in lengthy and often heated debates
about matters which are entirely irrele-
vant to the running of EO. When a
group of people lives together in close
proximity for a week it is inevitable
that differences of lifestyle and paren-
ting will cause problems from time to
time. We are concerned that the
present mixture of business and plea-
sure results in a dilution of our
effectiveness as an organisation. The
short time that we have together in
which to plan how to promote the
cause of home education should not
be wasted upon acrimonious debates
that have nothing to do with the
running of the organisation. The kind
of problems that cause these bitter
disputes would not arise if we were to
have meetings which were specifically
geared to business.

5. EQ’S DIVERSITY - IS IT
ATTEND GATHERINGS?

We are very concerned about the
fact that the cross-section of lifestyles,
interests and attitudes found among
the members in any local area simply




is not represented at national gat-
herings. This means that the decisions
which are made on behalf of EO's
members are likely to reflect the
attitudes and preoccupations of a
minority, and the interests of large
areas of the membership are not
represented.

Recently there have been anxieties
expressed about the lack of democracy
in EO and some members think that
this can be put right by abolishing
EO’s company structure (together with
its important legal safeguards) and
changing to a system of “one member,
one vote”, This attempt at democracy
will be costly and totally ineffective as
in practice the only members who can
really participate are those who come
to meetings. Workers’ cooperatives
and Industrial and Provident Societies
can only involve all their members in
decision making when the number of
members is very small. An organis-
ation the size of EO will always need
some kind of management committee,
so we cannot avoid the necessity of
making decisions on behalf of others.
If we genuinely want to make EO
more democratic we should be looking
at ways of enabling more members to
participate in our meetings instead of
proposing to spend hundreds of
pounds on abolishing the present
structure, which will not achieve any
thing.

We propose:

1) that the business meetings of EO
should be held separately from the
holiday meetings.

2) that there should be a variety of

different kinds of meeting (e.g. a
Featherstone week, more regional
workshops and meetings, some mee-
tings to which journalists and mem-
bers of the public can be invited, some
camping gatherings... and a Feathers-
tone week as well) to meet the needs
of our diverse membership.

3) that the business meetings
should be held in a variety of different
locations to enable more people to be
involved in the running of EO.

Finally we would like to say that
we are sure that social gatherings are
important and enjoyable for many, and
this is not intended as a criticism of
the hard work and dedication of all
those families who have organised
gatherings in the past. We are very
grateful for all their efforts but we
think that we must draw attention to
the limitations of the present system.

Jane Lowe, Herts.

Paul Lowe, Herts.

Sarah Taylor, London

Bob Taylor, London

Sandie Cottee, Essex

Eleanor Stapleton, London
Jose-Luis Alcaraz-Perez, London
Jeff Benge, London

Heather Martin, West Midlands
Charles Moore, Herts.

Paul Bentley, London

Elizabeth Bentley, London
Susan Long, Essex

June McDonald, Beds.

Belinda Reid, London

Alan Reid, London

Sonia Turner, Essex (unable to get




to Featherstone) Yvonne Watts, Devon

Christine Bassan, Herts. (ditto) Isobel Hewitt, Beds.

Chris Shute, Staffs. Jude Ashley-Walker, Isle of Wight
Kate Freeman, Wilts. (I acknowledge that some people
Gill Crippen, Herts. feel strongly about the

Steve Crippen, Herts. conditions at Featherstone. |
Barbara Lillford, London don’t share their feelings, but
Christine McNiff, London I do agree with the rest of this
Steve Glynn, London letter.)

Maurice Watts, Devon

Many others have agreed but have not had the opportunity to add their names to
this letter. PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. Write or phone Jane
(0707 335825), or Sarah (081 808 3200).

WES HOME SBCHOOL UK

The World-wide Education gervice has moved!

Information about our Home School UK courses for
primary-aged children may now be obtained from:

35 Belgrave Square
London

SW1X 8QB

Tel. 071 235 2880

8TOP PRESS!

we are now able to offer a comprehensive range of
courses for 5-7 year olds.

Co-ordinators Needed Dumfries & Galloway
Bristol Highlands & Islands
Cleveland Lothian
Cumbria Please contact Stephanie Futcher
North Manchester (0246-239048), Coordinators’ Secretary
East London 50, Springfield Avenue
Ireland Chesterfield
Scotland- Borders Derbyshire S40 1HL
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Notice is hereby given that the
seventh annual general meeting of the
members of the above association will
be held on Saturday 12th September
1992 at High Close Youth Hostel,
Near Ambleside, Lake District, at
10.30am for the following purposes:

# 1) To receive and consider the
Income and Expenditure
Accounts and Balance Sheet
for the 12 months ending 30th
June 1992, and the Auditors
and Treasurers Reports
thereon.

2) To appoint Auditors
3) To receive Reports from
Officers
® 4) To Elect and Rotate
members of the Council of
Management

» 5) A.O.B.

Dated this 30th day of June 1992.
on behalf of the Council of Manage-

ment.
Pam Stevenson
General Secretary.

- v

1) Quorum

2) Apologies

3) Minutes

4) Matters Arising

5) Steering Committee Report
6) Co-ordinators’ Sec. Report
7) Future Venues

8) Information Packs -
Charges/Standardisation

9) Structure of E.O.

10) Business meetings/Social
gatherings

11) A.O.B.

Anyone wishing to add an item to
the above agenda may do so by
writing to the General Secretary as
soon as possible. Anyone doing so
should either attend the meeting or
send as much information as possible,
to enable the item to be discussed in
their absence. Opinions on the above
items may also be sent to the General
Secretary for discussion at the mee-
ting, if you are not able to attend.
Copies of the minutes of previous
meetings are available on request -
please send a large stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

Pam Stevenson.
_General Secretary.

v v - L B b B B b b o




SOUTH EAST REGIONAL MEETING 24th-25th OCTOBER 1992, WELWYN GARDEN
CITY, HERTS.

Come and join us for a great weekend!
SPEAKERS:

SARAH GUTHRIE (one of EQ’s earliest members): “EO - how it all began, and our
family's story”

DR. ROLAND MEIGHAN (home educator, former Senior Lecturer in Education,
Birmingham University, now freelance educational consultant and writer): “Learning at
home, and a look at research into home education”

BETTY BALL (Maths specialist, with experience of GCSE at home): “A practical guide to
GCSE"

ANNE WADE (EO’s Legal Group): Legal Workshop

Plus a CURRICULUM WORKSHOP: share information about your successes, favourite
books, materials and projects - and discuss any worries.

® k& % R % ok ok Kok k ok koK

FEATURING informal talks and discussions - workshops - activities for children -
resources display (a chance to buy, or just browse) ~time to talk, make new friends, swop
ideas - fun, music and dancing - food and drink - accommodation available if required.
Come for one or both days. Cost: £4 per person per day, £2 for under 12’s, under 2’s free.
(meals extra, or bring your own).

% ok ook ok ok ok ok kK K K K Ok %

DON'T MISS IT! Our advance notice in the last newsletter sparked off a lot of interest,
and places are limited. Don’t delay - send for a booking form now

(PLEASE ENCLOSE SAE)
Jane Lowe, 5, Elm Gardens, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL8 6RX
Further details from: Sarah Taylor 081 808 3200 Sandie Cottee 0268 733259

% % % * CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BOOKINGS: 24 SEPTEMBER! * * * *
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RegionalDiary. ™

Avon

Beth Information re Small School
Project, Flexischool and workshops -
Carole Hayes 0225-339419

Open Learning Group - Zilla 0225-
427759

Bristol Co-ordinator needed, con-
tact Stephanie Futcher (see notice in
this issue for details)

Hanging Gardens Learning Centre/
Flexischool

0272-738433

Seed Circle Education Group -
Trudie 0275-333251 for workshops
and outings.

Biickiiial hi
Please telephone Valerie (0908-
511247) before coming to ensure that
there have been no last minute
changes!
@ Tuesday 8th September: 10.50 for
11 am. Weston Underwood Zoologi-
cal Park. Home to over 100 species of
rare birds and mammals. Cost £2.50
adults, £1.25 children. Meet at ent-
rance.
® Wednesday 9th September: Our
regular monthly visit to the Oasis
Swimming Pool in Bedford - with
Bedford E.O. Meet 1.20 for 1.30 pm.
Cost £1.50 adults, £1.00 children
@ Monday 21st September: Swim-
ming at Bletchley Leisure Centre.
@ Friday 28th September: Visit to

o

Cotton Valley Sewage Works, Milton
Keynes.

® Wednesday 7th October:
Bedford

® Thursday 15th October: Visit to
Stoke Bruerne Canal Museum & pos-
sible narrowboat ride.

® Monday 26th Swimming at Dolphin
Splashdown, Shenley, Milton Keynes.
Cost £2.00 adults, £1.00 children.

Oasis,

Devon

Meetings:

Plymouth

During the summer months we are
meeting every three or four weeks at
outdoor venues for picnics etc. We’ve
been to Mount Edgcumbe House and
gardens and will be going again and to
other places too.

Everybody welcome! Please join
us.

After the summer we’ll be meeting
at Efford Community Centre again.

Telephone Sammy & Nick 0548
830716.

Totnes

We are meeting every month at
Ellie’s (E.O. member), just north of
Totnes. Big house & garden & fields
around. Really lovely. Bring food to
share. Everybody welcome.

Telephone Sammy & Nick 0548
830716.

Three drama students from Dar-




tington drama studies have been wor-
king with a group of non-schooling
young people ranging in age from 5 -
15. The young people worked on all
areas of the production and the show,
called The Saga of The Kiss-Me-Quick
Hats, was very successful.

Crediton

We are meeting monthly at Beech
Hill Community, Morchard Bishop,
near Crediton. Another beautiful place
to meet. Bring food to share. £2 per
family. During the hotter months we
have the use of the outdoor swimming
pool. Please come and join us.

Telephone Sammy & Nick 0548
830716.

We have enjoyed contacting fami-
lies all around Devon but cannot keep
doing this. So please telephone or
write to us about anything regarding
E.O. in Devon.

Sammy & Nick Vidal-Hall,
Homecroft, Brownston St., Modbury,
Devon PL21 ORQ. 0548 830716

Derbyshire

We try to get together most Wed-
nesdays but do not have a programme
planned in advance. To find out
what’s happening phone Chesterfield
239048 (Steph, Peter, Michael &
Rosie)

Also if you have any ideas for
gatherings, visits, activities for ,the
coming months.

Dyfed
® Sunday 20th September: Autumn
Equinox Gathering at Cwmrhaffau,
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Sarnau, Nr Aberporth. Bring some
lunch to share and some old clothes
for clay modelling. Seasonal songs,
poems or stories also very welcome.
Phone 0239-811118.

East Midlands
@® August 2nd. Beaumanor Hall 10.00
am. Abseiling and erecting the Wind-
mill followed by a barbecue. Bring
food.
@® August 9th. The Bass Museum,
Visitor Centre, Horninglow Street,
Burton on Trent. Bas'n'Folk day with
Cuckoos Nest Ceilidh Band Costs:
£3.25 per adult, £1.75 per child. Not
an EO ceilidh and anyone who wants
to ‘do a turn’ gets in free. Ring Pat
Balfe (0533-374948) for more inform-
ation.
@® August 13th. Botanical Gardens at
Oadby 1.00 pm. Meet for a picnic
lunch then visit the gardens. Cost:
Free.
@ August 27th. Eco-House, Leicester
2.00 pm. The Eco-House is a working
example of minimalist energy usage.
Cost: Free but a contribution is
requested.
® September 6th. Whatton Gardens,
near Loughborough 12.00. Meet for a
picnic lunch. Ring Pat (0533-374948)
or Liz (0530-560460) for details.
® September 9th. Swimming at Beau-
imont Leys 12.30 onwards.
@ September 27th. Warwick Castle.
Ring Liz (0530-560460) for detail and
costs.
@ September 29th. Haymarket Theatre
to see ‘Mowgli’. In French. Ring Liz
(0530-560460) for details and costs.




® October 3rd. Open House with Cal-
ligraphy' at Lucy and Keith’s. Ring Pat
Balfe (0533-374948) for details of the
calligraphy.

® October 8th. John Doran Gas
Museum, Aylestone Road, Leicester
200 pm. Afterwards at Pat and
Alan’s. Bring food.

® October 14th. Swimming at Beau-
mont Leys 12.30 pm onwards.

® October 18th. Cardboard Village
workshop. Provisionally at Trinity
Drop-in Centre, Loughborough. Ring
Kevin (0533-302504) for details.

@® November 1Ist. Jorvik Museum,
York. Meet there at 9.00 am (We must
be mad!) as we need the whole day
there. Ring Liz (0530-560460) for
details and costs.

® November S5th to 7th. Bonfire
Weekend at Beaumanor Hall. This is a
residential weekend, in the cabins, and
there is a charge per bed per night.
Ring Liz (0530-560460) for details
and costs.

Proposed Event. It has been sug-
gested that we visit Cadbury’s World
at Bournville sometime in November.
It's a half day tour. Cost £2.45 per
child, £3.60 per adult - that’s assu-
ming we have more than 20 people.
Can’t be a Monday. We need to book
soon so please contact Pat Balfe
(0533-374948) if you're interested or
want more information.

East Sussex

We have Parent’s Evenings once a
month, and several activities for fami-
lies every week. However, details are
not usually finalised in time to inc-

lude in the national magazine. We
publish a local newsletter every month
which gives full details (subscription
£8 a year, cheque payable to E.S.E.O.
to Lyndon Pugh, 37 Nevill Road,
Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 7HH).
You might prefer to telephone Ian
Lawes on 0273-559275 or Anne Rix
(local co-ordinator) 0435-862794. As
well as visits to museums historic
buildings etc., we meet for swimming,
ice-skating, CB orienteering, survival
techniques, craft and games activities,
wheelies, bonfires ... you name it!
Look forward to seeing you.

Greater Manchester

This is the only way in which we
can communicate with EO members
locally because I cannot afford to
phone or write to everyone on the
contact list individually. I know it’s a
bit less personal but please get in
touch if you are out there!

Ed has been running a Science
Workshop at our house for the 5-6
year olds (a group of about 6) which
has been thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The children have found out about air,
mixing things including red cabbage
indicator, movement and friction,
electrical circuits, levers and balances.
We had an informal picnic lunch and
time for a play and socialize too.

We hope to do futher workshops
(playshops really) on lots of different
subjects. Please get in touch if you
have any ideas. (I don’t mind provi-
ding the venue if you want).

Also a reminder that if you want to
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get involved in the Pamr’s Wood
events during the Summer Holidays
please contact me. This is open to all
EO people in the area. If you are
visiting the Manchester area in the
summer please phone if you'd like to
join us for one or two events. Cost
will be £6 for the over 4’s and £3 for
the 3 year olds, under 3 free. This is
for 6 WHOLE DAY sessions (10 - 3)
during which there is plenty of time
for play and fun making things ses-
sions, We will do a repeat of the very
popular North American Native day,
Taking plant cuttings, DIY puppets,
parachute games, non-competitive
games, and lots of running about and
shrieking in the Jungle Dash no doubt.

The days are every Wednesday
during the holidays.

For those interested in the money
side,of things... we pay 50p per child
per day for the use of Parr’s Wood
facilities. We have to pay for Peter
Adshead’s time for the plant cutting
session £4 per hour x 2. The rest of
the money pays for materials. This
unfortunately means that we have to
ask for the money for all sessions
rather than pay as you go. Most of the
places are taken so please phone soon
if you intend to attend.

Phone Gill Wilson 061 442 8723

hir
Events, gatherings and picnics now
happening once or twice monthly in
Solent Area.
All in reach of area welcome. Age
range of young people represented to
date: 6 months to 17 years.

Events tend to combine a focussed
activity with free time to socialise and
play.

Forthcomind events include:

Science week at Southampton Uni-
versity - local discounts available, end
August.

Roman Army at Porchester Castle,
end August.

17th Century living history village,
Gosport, 6th September.

Baking Day, Field household, Sout-
hampton.

Kite Making Day, MacDonald hou-
sehold, Gosport.

Life in Medieval Household, Sout-
hampton, September

The Saxons at Porchester Castle,
September

Shakespeare (Bard’s Best Bits)
Netley Abbey, October

Science, maths and art days at Fort
Brockhurst, Gosport, September/Octo-
ber.

For fuller details, SAE marked ‘EO
Events’ to Day-West Family, 46
Windsor Road, Cosham, Portsmouth
PO6 2TG.

Hertfordshire

We are meeting regularly - app-
roximately once a week - in various
parts of the county, and even North
London.

Our activities include a visit to a
wildlife park, a picnic, outdoor team
games, walks in the countryside, gym
sessions and more as detailed in our
bulletin. For more information, please
phone Christine Bassan on 0442-
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866640, New members and families
from other areas are welcome.

Kent

@® Thursday 6th August: Outing -
venue to be confirmed. Phone
Amanda Mackenzie for details (0634-
814680)

@ Mondays, 10th, 17th & 24th
August: Friends Meeting House,
Union Street, Maidstone, 12 - 4pm.
Bring lunch, drinks available. Various
activities. Everyone welcome.

® Thursday 3rd September: Outing -
venue to be confirmed. Phone
Amanda Mackenzie for details (0634-
814680)

@ Monday 14th September: Friends
Meeting House, as above.

® Thursday 24th September: Open
House, Adele Bright's, 84 Island
Wall, Whitstable (0227-265583) from
Ipm. Bring lunch to share. Very close
to beach - come equipped.

@ Monday 28th September: Friends
Meeting House, as above.

For further details of any of these
activities, phone Joy Lyon (0795-
530499) or Sue and Keith Burchett
(0732-870344).

Kent-North East

Anyone out there interested in
regular local group meetings? Ring
Adele 0227-265583, or Geraldine
0227-792226
® Wednesday 26th August: Get-toget-
her at Brambles Wild life Park.
Canterbury - Herne Bay (A291), on
local bus route. Come and chat, feed

animals, play in adventure playground.
Meet at covered picnic area by tea-
shop, elevenish. Look for E.O. sign.

® Thursday 24th September: Open
house at Adele's, by beach at Whits-
table. Ring for directions, 0227-
265583.

North London

1) Change of co-ordinator

At present Sarah Taylor, 23, Whit-
ley road, Tottenham, N14 6RS (081-
808-3200) and Eleanor Stapleton, 21,
Central Avenue, Edmonton, N9 9RQ
(081-884-1368) are acting co-ordin-
ators for North London. Jeff Benge is
now Enquiries Secretary for the Lon-
don Region.

2) London Newsletter

There is now a new newsletter
covering the London area. It lists
activities, local news plus much more.
To obtain your copy, please send an
A4 envelope + 28p stamp to Sarah
Taylor (address as above).

3) Dance class

This is presently held in Muswell
Hill and led by a contemporary dance
teacher, aimed at the 4 - 10 age group.
It will re-commence after the summer
break some time in the autumn. If
you'd like to know more, please
contact José Alcarae or Eleanor Stap-
leton (at above address).

4) August arrangements:
® Sunday 2nd: Riding Horse Parade,
Rotten Row, Hyde Park, W2. 1pm.
Lots of horses, and a variety of events.
Please phone Sarah for exact details of
where to meet.

@® Wednesday Sth: Picnic on
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Hampstead Heath. Meet on the grass
outside Kenwood house, near the cafe.
Hampstead tube, 210 bus. Phone Chris
McNiff, 081-340-3271
@ Thursday 13th: Get-together at
Veronica's from 1lam. Ring Veronica
Griffin for details.

National Portrait Gallery. Meet for
a session talking about colour and
how paints and pigments have been
made over the centuries. For 7 - 11
year olds. Phone Sue Petszaft 0892-
661319 to book your place.
@ Tuesday 18th: Meet at Sarah Tay-
lor’s home between 12.30 and 2 pm
(bring picnic lunch). Then we shall
pay a visit to Tottenham’s Bruce
Castle Museum (3 minutes walk), and
the park (with playground) in which
the museum is situated.
@ Thursday 27th: Meet at the adven-
ture playground for over 5's in Hol-
land Park, between 11 am and 1 pm.
We could visit the Japanese garden or
the Commonwealth Institute later on.
There is a good sand pit for younger
children. Phone Chris McNiff 081-
340-3271 for details

There will be lots of get-togethers
in September. Please send 28p s.ae.
for the London Newsletter!

North/Inner London

We meet the first Sunday of every
month, these meetings are especially
for new members and people thinking
about deschooling. we usually arrange
a craft activity.

Place: Burghley Road Centre, 23
Burghley Road, N8, off Turnpike

Lane, nearest tube Turnpike Lane
(Piccadilly Line)

Times: 2pm - 4pm

Bring: Food and drink. Coffee &
Tea provided.

Cost: We ask for a contribution, if
affordable, suggested £2.00 per
family.

Welcome: Everyone interested in
E.O. is very welcome. Wheelchair
access is good inc. toilets.

Dates: Sun Aug 2nd, Sun Sept 6th,
Sun Oct 4th, Sun Nov 1st, Sun Dec
6th.

Contact: Telephone numbers as
below for details, please phone if
coming for the first time.

Monday Outings

We generally meet every Monday
at about 12 pm, usually at a museum,
park or ice skating rink. Bring a
picnic, often there's a café nearby.

Please phone- Jo and Roy. 081-
883-8052; Helen and David, 071-
284-2124: Belinda and Alan, 081-
343-1061 or Audrey and David, 081-
806-5393 for details of Monday
outings - they are often only arranged
the week before. Everyone is welcome
especially new people.

Some E.O. families go to Family
Craft Workshops at

Fleet Community Centre

Times and Days: Tuesdays and
Thursdays 3.30 - 5.30 pm term time.

Address: Agincourt Road NW3, tel.
071-485-9988. phone for charges.

London Outings
@® August 13th: 1.30 to 3.00. National
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Portrait Gallery Session for 7 to 11
year olds, talking about colour and
how paints and pigments have been
made over the centuries. Ring if you
want to come as there are minimum
numbers. We will go to the National
Gallery and Trafalgar Square pigeons
in the morning.

@ October 8th, November 6th,
December 10th. Meet 11.15 in Foyer
of Natural History Museum, or in
schools’ picnic area at 1.00.

We will go to some sessions at
the Commonwealth Institute and if
anyone would like to come please
ring in the Autumn when I will know
what is happening. Or send s.ae. to
me, or even get list from the Com-
monwealth Institute about their acti-
vities.

I haven’t arranged any teaching
sessions at museums or galleries
because I need to know who is going
to be interested in coming. Last year
we did some excellent things -
making chinese lanterns with
Chinese artists, listening to a Mexi-
can woman talking about her
country, a Canadian talking about
Canada, re-enacting the Civil War,
making Mod-roc heads, Common-
wealth Day festivities. There is a
wealth of opportunity waiting to be
taken up, but I had to cancel many
activities due to lack of numbers and
I am loathe to contract myself to it
again at the moment. Please respond
if this is something you want.

Sue Petszaft, 2 Leyland Manor,
Tubwell Lane, Crowborough, E.Sus-
sex TN6 3RH Tel. 0892-661319.

South Yorkshire

Programme for July to December
1992

Trip to Matlock for Natural History
Museum travelling road show. Angie
to ring and fix either 16th or 23rd July
® Sunday 2nd August: Bike trip from
Tissington. Meet 10.30 - 11.00 Gary
@ Thursday 6th August: Circus skills
with Matthew at Dinx’s. Gary to
confirm
® Thursday 13th August: Walk at
Bradfield - approx 3 miles - if weather
good. Gary organising. Meet at Dinx’s
as usual if wet.
@ Thursday 20th August: Meeting at
Dinx’s on cooking. Children to cook
things they want. Bring own ingre-
dients.
@ Thursday 27th August: Circle dan-
cing at Dinx’s. With Dinx and Hannah
@® Thursday 3rd September: Trip to
Cresswell Crags and Dukeries Garden
Centre and adventure playground.
Meet there at 10.30.
@ Thursday 24th September: Sewing
at Dinx's. Bring materials that you
need.
@ Thursday 1st October: Trip to
Twycross Zoo. Meet there . Sian has
information.
@ Thursday 8th October: Junk model-
ling at Dinx’s. Bring your own junk
(also take it away!).
@ Saturday 31st October: Hallowe'en
Party at Mary, Stewart and Fergie's
allotment.
@ Thursday 12th November: Origami
at Dinx’s.
@ Saturday 28th November: Wood
working at Paul and Dinx’s. 2.00 pm
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(Small charge for materials). Bring
food for evening meal, then story
telling in the evening.
® Thursday 3rd December: Friendship
bracelets at Dinx’s
@ Sunday 13th December: Shadow
puppets (on a Christmas theme?) at
Dinx and Paul’s. Bring food if you
want to.
® Sunday 10th January 1993: Plan-
ning meeting at Angie and lan’s.

If you need any more information,
phone Dinx (553836).

Strathclyde (Scotland)

We are trying to arrange monthly
get-togethers for anyone who 1is
interested. Everyone is welcome and
all suggestions for other venues/
activities for the future are also
welcome.
® Fri. 28th August: Museum of
Transport, Kelvin Hall. 041-357-3929
Admission free. 11 am at door. Large
collection of all types of land trans-
port. Layout of street in the 50's. And
a planetarium. Café and nearby park.

@® Thur. 10th September: 11 am.
Open House at my house, 130
Greenock Road, Bishopton. 0505-

862122, -with a view fto starting
crafts/music club. We are on
Gourock/Wemyss bay railway line
from central Glagow, or exit 29 (after
airport) on M8 Glasgow-Greenock.
Phone to say you are coming if
possible, and bring lunch.

@Fri. 18th September. People’s
Palace, Glasgow Green. 041-554-
0223. Admission free. 11 am at the
door. Display of all sorts of things of
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local interest, from Stone of Destiny
(could it be the real one??) to Billy
Connelly's Bananawellies. Includes
exhibition of Reformation period and
of Glasgow’s industrial *past. Also
large glassed gardens. Bring packed
lunch or eat at wholefoods café.

@ Sat. 3rd October, Is anyone interes-
ted in a parents’ get-together in the
evening somewhere?

® Fri. 30th October. Dome of Disco-
very, South Rotunda, Govan Road,
Glasgow 041-427-1792 Phone for
time. Guided tour round Glasgow's
small but interesting Science Museum.
Cost £1.41 per child (Syr+) Adults
free. Phone museum and they will
send you a teacher's pack beforehand
with explanations of exhibits. No café.
Packed lunches can be eaten outside,
weather permitting!

@ 28th November. Museum and Art
Gallery, Kelvingrove, Glasgow 041-
357-3929 11 am at information stand.
Exhibits of natural history, Scottish
history and large art gallery. Café,
restaurant, and nearby park.

Times stated are when I will be at
entrance wearing an E.O. badge. If
you can't come ‘til later, none of the
places is particularly big and I'm sure
you will be able to find us. Only at the
Dome of Discovery are we tied to a
time for the guided tour.

If you need transport, please phone
me.

If you can help with transport,
please phone me.

If you need directions or details of
public transport, please phone the
museum.

It would be wise to phone me a




couple of days before any trip to make
sure there is no change in the arrange-
ments.

Some of us go swimming once a
week in the"Paisley area. Please phone
for details if you would like to join us.

Lorna Brown 0505-862122 (From
Glasgow, use local code 7)

Suffolk
@® At Wetherden Hall on Friday Sep-
tember 18th. Lots more to be arran-
ged. Phone Sarah Jones on Quiden-
ham 8681 if you can come.

w sckiakii
All are most welcome to join us
for the following events:
® August Mon 17th. Visit to Strat-
ford-on-Avon. Meet at the statue of
Shakespeare in the riverside gardens
at 10.30am. Various activities are
available in Stratford including boat
trips, a butterfly farm, Shakespeare's
birthplace. Please bring a picnic. Any
queries ‘phone Lesley Mckenzie
0203 318401
® September Wed 2nd. Visit to
Twycross Zoo. Meet at 10.15am by
the main gate. There will be a talk on
young animals as well as all the
facilities the zoo has to offer. Please
bring a picnic. Names and numbers
going will be needed so please
‘phone Lesley Mckenzie 0203
318401, by 25th August. She will
also be able to give you an idea of
cost and answer any other queries
you may have (hopefully!)
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West Midlands
The next meeting will be held on
Saturday 19th September at 2pm at
Birmingham Science Museum.
For further details ring 021 455
9742
Contact Carol & Paul Willis

West Yorkshire

Activities;
@ 26th August; Visit to Yorkshire
Sculpture Park. Meet at 11am by the
Totem Pole, near the Car Park and
Picnic tables.

Lifts will be available from Wake-
field BR station.

Members from other E.O. groups
welcome.

Please phone Alison Tribe (0484-
606618) for further details.
® 2nd September; Sports and French
day at Kim Wark’s house, 21, Drum-
mond Avenue, Leeds 16. 10.30am
onwards. Please contact Kim in
advance if you plan to come.

(0532-757473). Bring your lunch,
drinks provided.
@ Ist October; Parent’s Meeting at
Kim Wark’s house, 8pm onwards.

Details as above.
@®8th October; A visit to Ashton-
under-Lyne, on the Oldham side of
Manchester, for a performance of
“Poor World”, a “60 minute piece of
music theatre which uses laughter and
irony to explore the gap between rich
and poor, West and Third World".
Suitable for 12 - 16 year olds. No
charge.

Further details from Alison Tribe




(0484-606618)

Sorry that two meetings are being
held at my house, but I had to sort
them out in a hurry! We need volun-
teers for hosts for Parent's Meetings
in early December, February, April,
etc. Hosting a Parent’s Meeting is a
good (and easy!) way to meet other
E.O. parents. It only involves provi-
ding a room, drinks and biscuits. If
you find travelling to these meetings
difficult, why not host one instead?

Celia Yates is now organising the
social activities and Parent’s Meetings.
Please contact her with all suggestions
for future activities, and to offer to

host meetings of various types - on
0274-640127.

I have enjoyed arranging activities
(on and off!). Many thanks to
everyone who has hosted meetings
and arranged activities during my
‘stint’,

Kim Wark.

Wiltshire
@ Monday 26th September: Canal
walk, starting at All Cannings. Meet at
Liz Legg's, 10.30 am. Bring packed
lunch. Ring 0380-860470

HELP YOUR CHILD WITH THEIR EARLY LEARNING

£2.95 each

Professionally produced audio-casettes.

Multiplication Tables, Alphabet, Counting, Musical Sounds of The Orchestra,
Nursery Rhymes and Songs, Party Songs and Games, Primary French,
(postage 60p, subsequent copies, 30p)

Money refunded if dissatisfied.

Martin Evans, (EO)

S.AE. for listof helpful products including reading games.

16, Thistle House, Dee Street, London, E14 OPD  (071-515-1797)
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Were you bullied?
Hurt by school?
A school refuser?

Even now, many other young
people are suffering in this way. We
know, because we are being swamped
by phone calls from their parents, who
have been referred to us by the And
Bullying Campaign.

These young people are often made
to feel weak, and to believe that
no-one else has such problems. This is
why we would like to explore the idea
of a contact list specifically to enable
them to support each other. Perhaps
they could also be identified by a code
letter in the main EO contact list.

One problem is that we often lose
contact with home educated people
when they reach the age of 16. How
can we maintain access to their
experience?

If you have had problems at school
and are willing to share your
experiences with others, please let us
have your name, address, phone num-
ber, date of birth, a brief indication of
your experience, and any other com-
ments. Try to contact us by the first
week of September so that we can tell
the next EO meeting how many
people are interested. (Sorry, we can’t
reply individually to letters. If you'd
like to discuss anything, please phone
us!) Anne & Rob Wade,

19 Perkin Close, Wembley, Middx
HAO 2LY. Tel. 081-904-7155.

Dear E.O.ers,

The October supplement will be a
Special Needs Supplement as usual. I

was hoping to include details of
books, resources, software, etc. which
other families have found useful or are
willing to recommend. | requested this
information in my April 1992 Supple-
ment, but have had no replies, except
one from a lady who had read a poem
she thought others may like to read.

I have always tried to recommend
suitable books when asked, but alt-
hough I try to keep up to date with
recent publications, it would be nice to
get some “feedback”. This would help
in advising new members, many of
whom are at a loss to know “where to
start”,

Also - what about writing somet-
hing about your experiences with your
“special™ child? (Don’t worry if you
feel you “can’t write”. I'm a practiced
“ghostwriter™!)

The deadline is Ist September. I
hope for lots too much material!

Calling all 10 - 14 year olds!

We are gradually getting somew-
here in gathering a group of 10 - 14
year olds. Meetings on August 20th,
September 24th, October 22nd, etc. at
2, Leylands Manor, Crowborough.
Activities include parachute and co-
operative games, trust and communic-
ation games, cooking on fires, trampo-
lining and general fun. Bring along an
activity if you want. (I don’t want to
exclude any age who thinks this
sounds appealing, but would like a
concentration of 10 - 14 year olds if
possible!) Transport from stations
available.

Ring Sue Petzaft on 0892-661319.
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

Featherstone Castle, April 1992
Our annual gathering here was
again a lively and productive one. On
behalf of everyone who came I'd like
to appreciate the hard work and good
thinking of the organisers, especially
Christine and Bruce Wallace.

Featherstone Castle is clearly the
favourite venue for many of the young
people who come regularly, so it’s not
surprising that they were keen to
express their concerns. They called a
meeting for all young people on the
first full day and asked me to facilitate
it. I decided that it would not be
appropriate for me to advise or make
suggestions about what they might do.
Instead 1 encouraged every one of
them to say how things should be for
the week to be just right for her or
him. This worked well; those who
have some timidity about speaking in
a big group were heard as well as
those who find it easier. | also got
them to agree that everything said in
the meeting was confidential, that they
would later discuss what was said
only without the individual being
named. This made it safe for every-
body to say what was really going on
for them and what they wanted.

It was clear that they all wanted
broadly the same things and that the
principal concern for this gathering
was access to certain spaces in the
castle for different age groups.

I asked them to get together in
pairs, in what I called “listening
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partnerships”. The way this works is
that one person listens while the other
talks for a fixed period of time (in this
case five minutes) then they swap
roles for the same period of time. My
experience is that working in this way
enables people to think clearly about
the issues and come up with elegant
solutions. I encouraged them to work
with someone of a different age as far
as possible. We had three of these
“listening sessions” during the mee-
ting.

The result was a new respect
between the different age groups and
unanimous acceptance of a strategy to
eliminate apparent difficulties between
them around the communal rooms
available to them.

For the rest of the week they were
a model of good relationships. They
implemented what they had decided
and riiade it work. | noticed that they
were more respectful around each
other and that there was little of the
usual conflict, bullying and put-
downs.

Well done, all, of you!

took place on Saturday 25th April.
I will summarize the main points:

Stephanie Futcher reported that the
group set up to look into possible
alternative structures is making good
progress. It continues to gather the
information on which a decision can
be based and is clearly thinking well




about it.

There. was still some confusion
about these. Scme people have evi-
dently not been informed of the
decision at the previous meeting that
the cards should be issued to all
members. The correct information
about membership cards appears in the
"Where To Get What" section of this
issue. (Back Page)

S.LN.C.

Anne Wade told us that the new
edition of S.LN.C. is nearing comple-
tion. Until it is ready photocopies can
be made as necessary.

The general feeling of the meeting
was that all new members should
receive a free copy of S.LN.C. Bruce
Wallace pointed out that the expense
of sending free copies to all new
members might prove an intolerable
strain on E.QO.’s current financial posi-
tion.

The meeting finally agreed that the
initial membership fee be raised to
£15, to include a copy of S.ILN.C., and
that the renewal fee be £12.50.

Liz Ramsay proposed that E.O.
adopt a commitment to issuing free
copies of S..LN.C. to all new members
without increasing the membership
fee, and that this commitment be
implemented as soon as our financial
position allows it. This proposal was
accepted by the meeting.

Contact List

There was some discussion about
cost and distribution of the Contact
List. Bruce Wallace told us that it
costs £3,200 to print 2,200 copies and

that 1,500 copies would cost £1,600.
The meeting decided that we should
print 1,500 copies and that these will
be automatically sent to all new
members, to co-ordinators and to
Officers of E.O. Free copies will be
sent to existing members on receipt of
as.a.e.

Eleanor Stapleton reported that she
is down to only four Fact Packs. The
meeting agreed that 200 more should
be photocopied and that we should
discuss printing them when we have a
clearer picture of the demand for
them.

Children’s Pages

Hannah Bush said that she is
receiving plenty of contributions to fill
the extra pages, though few come
from older young people. The meeting
agreed that the Children’s Pages
should remain at eight pages.

There was some discussion about
subsidising families who could not
otherwise afford to come to national
gatherings. There was a suggestion of
bursaries being made available. 1 am
working, with Paul Hodgkin, on the
idea of a sliding scale of payment
whereby every family pays according
to its means. This is a complex thing
to work out. We will have our ideas
put together for the September mee-
ting.

I think it’s important that all mem-
bers should have access to national
gatherings regardless of their income.
How can this happen? What's your
thinking? Let’s hear from you.
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Relationships

I reported briefly on what had
happened at the young people’s mee-
ting on the previous day. There was
some discussion about it, Stephanie
Futcher said that we also need to think
about relationships between adults and
between adults and young people at
national gatherings. | agreed with her
and suggested that we might hold
workshops with the aim of improving
these relationships. There seemed to
be a general acceptance that this was a
good idea.

Human Scale Education

Conference

Jane Lowe went to this conference
on behalf of E.O. She reported that the
Human Scale Movement is interested
in and respectful of E.O. and would
like closer links with us, possibly with
one of our members on their commit-
tee. The meeting decided that E.O.
should affiliate to the Human Scale
Movement for a fee of £15 and that
Sarah Taylor should be the person to
deal with them on our behalf.

Re-use of Newsletter ltems

Les Enfants D’Abord, our sister
organisation in France, have asked if
they might use articles from our
Newsletters in their own. Various
concerns were expressed, as well as
approvals, and the meeting finally
agreed that Les Enfants D’Abord
should be able to benefit from our
experiences and thinking.

Valerie Gommon has decided to
resign as Membership Secretary for
S.E.England. Under our Articles of
Association at least one Membership
Secretary must be a Director of E.O.
Association Lid. Valerie is currently
the only Membership Secretary who is
a Director. She has therefore been
asked to stay as Membership Secretary
in name only until another Director
can be elected at the next A.G.M.

This is not a complete report of the
Member's Meeting. If you want a
detailed report copies of the Minutes
are available from the General Secret-

d.fi )

The Society of Younz Mathematicians, (SYMS]

Set up in 1991 to promote interest in mathematics for students aged between 5
and 18. Membership is £6.00 per year and for further details write to:
The Membership Secretary, S Tower Road,

Orpington,
Kent. (Enclose s.a.e.)

We have just been to an excellent Maths Carnival run by them, 50p per ticket
for a day's workshops. We did “The Probability Circus’, *Mechanics in Action’,
‘Puzzles from the North’, *Challenges in 3 dimensions’, ‘Calculator Games’', etc.
There were 24 different workshops and what we did was great fun - no need to be

a gsxenius. all ages worked together.
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Ahyway?

IN something I wrote a while ago I
said that schooling is compulsory for
most children, and things which are
compulsory have no business to fail.
That seemed to me a powerful argu-
ment against the complacent assump-
tions our society makes about educ-
ation. However, on reflection I saw
that, true though my statement was, it
could not stand alone as the basis for
an attack on schooling, because most
people to whom I might be tempted to
address it believe that schooling does
in fact succeed.

This may be simply because adults
see schooling as the agency which
removes from them responsibility for
a great part of their children’s deve-
lopment, and insofar as it is expensive
and run by professionals everything
which results from it must be the best
which can be. As Voltaire’s egregious
twerp Dr. Pangloss said: “All is for
the best in the best of all possible
worlds.” Too bad if thousands of
children in this superb system are
incapacitated mentally for the rest of
their lives. The system works: it’s the
children who don’t.

I should like to think that we could
drive a coach and horses through that
idea, without losing the sympathy of
the average parent. In order to do so,
it seems to me that we need to
develop a clear, consistent notion of
what we mean by success and failure
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in education.

To me, education means the effect
produced by all those influences upon
a person’s mind which contribute to
determining the course of its develop-
ment, By that definition, as it stands,
even thoroughly corrosive
experiences, such as being tortured or
starved, could be called ‘educational’,
because they certainly tend to impress
themselves on the character of the
people who suffer them, so we need to
speak more specifically of ‘good’
education, or perhaps ‘socially
valuable' education. If success in
educating children is judged by cri-
teria which stem from our common
understanding of what is ‘good’ or
‘socially valuable’ we shall at least
avoid the temptation to model our
schools on the lines of 19th Century
Public Schools, where a certain
amount of torture and starvation were,
in fact, rather common, and the brut-
ality which they engendered in many
of their pupils came to be seen as
virtuous, at least when used against
the lower orders, and natives of the
Empire!

To begin with, then, we must say
very strongly, that a successful educ-
ation is one which makes a pupil
more, not less concerned about the
feelings of other people. Its effect
must be to situate the child accurately
in his own social world, so that he has
a clear, reasonable understanding of
how his behaviour affects the rest of
his group. It must place him in a
position where he can say: “I know
what [ am, what you others can ask




me with justice to do, and what I must
avoid, because it hurts you.”

Above all, education must equip a
person to know clearly the difference
between Authority which exists
because real people have chosen to
allow its operation, and the dangerous,
demagogic power which claims the
right to govern because it is louder,
more ruthless or simply crueller than
others are prepared to be. An educ-
ation system which will not tolerate a
pupil asking why it works the way it
does, nor allow him to reject its
provisions is, therefore, a bad system,
offering bad education.

Good education also builds upon
the child’s natural curiosity. It may
leave him more or less knowledgeable
about school subjects, but at all costs
it has to avoid killing his curiosity.

Education is bad if children come
out of it - as many do at present -
convinced that they know nothing
worth knowing because they did not
do well at school, and unable to learn
anything much for the rest of their
lives. We live in a world where people
no longer learn a trade and live by it
for forty years. The laboratories cons-
tantly turn out new processes and
more economical ways to manufacture
goods. Only people with flexible
minds, people who can trust them-
selves to change their profession fre-
quently, will be able to profit from the
technical revolution by seizing all the
opportunities it offers.

So good education fosters self-
confidence by encouraging children to
find their own approaches to learning,
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the methods which suit them and
make it easier for them to study. It
emphasises not how far the pupil is
from perfection but how successfully
he is progressing. Its standards reflect
what the pupils have attained, not the
Government's futile intellectual mac-
hismo.

At present schools prepare children
to live in the present, to go on being
what they are now for ever. Let a
pupil, even one who is very close to
leaving school and bearing adult res-
ponsibility, decide to seize his full
rights and choose for himself his part
in the life of the school, and the adults
will turn on him. They will not treat
him as a worthy newcomer but as a
dangerous rival who must be crushed.
This is why schools often fail in their
larger duty to form citizens who can
be trusted with their own future.

We must make a habit of testing
the schools our children have to attend
- if they do - by these criteria. The list
is not exhaustive, of course. Many
other aspects of schooling deserve to
be challenged, too, including the evil
nonsense of compulsory testing, the
worthless habit of dressing children in
a school uniform whether they want it
or not, and the oppressive custom of
setting compulsory homework and
punishing the pupils if they do not do
it. However, in all our questioning of
schools, we must, I think, concentrate
on one question: “Does this that you
do to our children, supposedly for
their own good, contribute directly to
making them more confident, kinder,
more soberly critical citizens of a



mature advanced democraly, or not?
And if not, why in Heaven’s name are
you doing it? OQur children are not

there for your convenience. Stop trea-
ting them as if they were!”.

Christopher R, SI

Educating
John-Paul.

We are educating our delightful
Downs Syndrome son, John-Paul, at
home.

John-Paul is now 7 years old and
we decided to home educate nearly
two years ago when we moved to
North Wales from Cambridgeshire.

John-Paul spent his first year of
schooling at the local primary school
where he had a super welfare assistant
and great social life. However, as the
teacher freely admitted, John-Paul
was lucky if she was able to spend 10
minutes a day with him. We did not
want him to attend a “Special school™
as he is quite a bright D.S. child and
we felt that it was not in his interests
to mix with other handicapped child-
ren.

We set up a school room for

John-Paul which looks very much like
a primary school classroom. He does
1% hours of formal schoolwork every
morning. It can be hard work espe-
cially if neither of us are in the mood!
But we stick at it and he is making
good progress. The one to one atten-
tion he receives has really paid off and
his reading is coming on nicely.

We are very fortunate in that we
have access to a lot of educational
expertise. My husband is a Headmas-
ter of a High School in Chester and
our eldest daughter is training to be a
junior school teacher. Our L.E.A. has
been supportive and offered us the
services of their special needs advisor.

As a family we are very pro-school
and regard John-Paul as a special case
where at the moment home education
is best. We could not imagine educ-
ating our “normal” children at home
as we feel that school is the best place
for them.

Rose-Mary Gower

Dear Cardiff EOers

Is there a family in the Cardiff area who might be willing to occasionally either
swap houses or put us up for a few days? We would be happy to put you up in
return. The reason is that my parents are unable to put us up in their house. We
have a sofa bed and air beds etc and there is plenty to do in the Manchester area.
We are fairly near to the Peak District, nice museums and nature parks. We are
nearly vegetarian (we eat fish) and non smokers. There are lots of things to do in
our house. We are Gill, Ed, Martin (6) and Evan (3) Wilson. If you can help out we
could arrange to meet up first. Please phone or write. 20 Brook Road, Heaton
Chapel, STOCKPORT, SK4 5BZ. 061 442 8723

Diolch yn fawr.
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Dear E.O.

The following is extracted from a
letter I received from a single mother
in Spain, where home-schooling is
illegal.

“Dear Friends,

I am living in Spain with my four
children and none of them are taught
in a school. So far, and for three
consecutive years, we have somehow
managed to be discreet and we
haven’t been bothered by any educ-
ational authority yet. But, logically,
we are living under a certain
threat....... So, taking into account the
fear I'm having regarding our ‘legal’
situation (They can take the children
away from me, from one day to the
other), and also the fact that the
children are not really happy the way
we live, I've started considering the
possibility of moving to any country
where home-schooling is not a crime.
Obviously, I would very much appre-
ciate any help, any advice, any sug-
gestions from anyone. I'm bi-lingual
French - Spanish, and my English is
quite fluent. I would consider sharing
a house or even living communally
with people who have children and
have the same ideas as me about
education.”

If anyone can help, could they
write to:

Silvia Muiiiz Gadea,

care of me, Jenny Blower (one
parent family contact),

15a Athelstan Road,

Hastings,

East Sussex TN35 5JB.

Finally,

after a year | am getting pen to
paper!

Firstly, let me say how much we
enjoyed the May-June edition of the
EO - the layout was excellent & it
was so visually pleasing, ie, no eye-
strain!

1 was pleasantly surprised at the
volume of enquiries I had in answer to
my ad offering Super Workbooks &
Jumbo Math Yearbooks. It was nice to
chat to E.O. members from all over,
and to widen my horizons, make new
friends.

Unfortunately I only had two sets
of these books to dispose of & not
everyone got the grades they wanted,
so here is the publisher’s address for a
catalog, etc:

ESP Publishers Inc

1201 E. Johnson Avenue

P.O. Drawer 5080, Jonesboro

AR. 72403-5080, USA

Be prepared for a slow response -
my catalog took 2 mos. to arrive by
4th class sea mail! However, I'd be
happy to answer any questions regar-
ding their usage, contents, etc. since
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I’'ve been using them for some years
now.

Happy EO’ing to all and have a
wonderful summer!

Zarine Gillingham

P O Box 1066

Swindon SN1 1ZA

Ph: 0793-845167

Dear E.O.,

Thank you Liz Rogers for your
moving obituary for Raymond Lai-
feartaigh in last NL, no.86.

It seems timely to draw attention to
the interesting work of “The Natural
Death Centre” set up in Spring 1991
to help improve ‘the quality of dying’.
Their aims include:

“Helping to break taboos about
freely discussing death and dying.

Workshops - ‘Exploring our own
Death’

Courses for ‘death midwives” prep-
aring for people dying at home.

Collecting and publicising accounts
of near death experiences and digni-
fied natural deaths.

Helping draw up ‘living wills’
stating how much use of high tech
intervention they would agree to if
terminally ill.

Support for home deaths. ‘Natural
Death Handbook’. Cheap funerals.
DIY death. Green Funerals. Useful
Booklist.

New funeral rituals etc.”

I have written suggesting children’s
needs should also be covered, particu-
larly in section of their handbook.
Perhaps other families and children
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would like to contribute ideas for this
section eg. accounts of experiences to
help others, books, tapes, songs on
theme of death to support breaking
taboos and stimulate educational dis-
cussion.

Information and details of activities
from:

The Natural Death Centre,

20, Heber Road,

Cricklewood,

London NW2 6AA

081-208-2853 fax 081-452-6434

Sincerely,

Poppy Green

15, Bellevue, BS8 1DB

PS. Could some kind member in
Lothian send the Lothian Children’s
Rights Charter for publication in next
E.O.NL. Well done Lothian!

Dear Homeschooling Friends,

You may remember a short letter
which appeared in the April issue of
E.O. Newsletter in which we expres-
sed interest in meeting some fellow
homeschoolers during our springtime
travels to Britain. We received several
letters in response and we did meet
some wonderful people as a result. We
are just now back in Canada, feeling
richer from the places we have seen in
your beautiful Country and from all
the new friends we have made.

We wish to thank the many people
who have written and opened their
homes to us during our visit. Our
six-week long stay, subject to many
limitations, unfortunately did not
allow us to visit all of you who
extended an invitation to us. We tried




to at least stop by and say hello for a
couple of hours, when we could not
make it for an overnight visit. But we
missed many of you. To those who
wrote and whom we could not meet,
we wish to say thank you again and
how sorry we are indeed. The loss
was very much ours.

To the many friends we did see, we
wish to express our thanks once again.
Thank you for the great conversations,
discussions, sharing of ideas. Thank
you for the local tips on what to see,
for the glimpses of the history of your
area, for taking us around. Thank you
for sharing in your family life and for
all the new friends (and pen-pals) our
children have made when playing with
yours. Thank you for the wonderful
meals you have served us (I have
brought back home with me several
new recipes!). Thank you for being
instant friends.

We hope all of you can one day
live this most rewarding and educ-
ational experience that travelling in a
foreign country is. If any of you
fellow homeschoolers some day come
to Canada, and if you wish to stay for
a night or two and visit our area, our
home will always be opened. We are
always eager to make new friends.
We’ll keep the kettle on...

All our best wishes,

Michael and Louise Atfield,

P.O. Box 413,

Deep River,

Ontario KOJ 1PO,

Canada

June 29th 1992
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Dear Education Otherwise,

Those of your readers who are
interested in the work of Dr. Maria
Montessori, may wish to know of a
new lending library which specialises
in the Montessori Method of Educ-
ation.

I first became interested in Montes-
sori Education when my own family
started to arrive, and as the years have
passed and the children have increased
in number, I have collected a very
large number of Montessori and rel-
ated publications.

I am now a fully qualified Montes-
sori teacher, running a small home
school. Our family have been E.O.
members for some years.

The Montessori library will be, 1
hope, a lifeline to others who wish to
know more about the Method. I have
never personally bought a book
unseen, and would strongly recom-
mend previewing publications in this
way. It is an exciting opportunity to
read out of print earlier editions and a
very good way to bring interested
Montessorians together.

There will be a newsletter twice per
year which will update the books
available. There must inevitably be a
small fee charged per book lent in
order to make the library a viable
proposition, and a fee of about £1 per
book per fortnight will be levied
(depending on the weight and rarity of
the publication). The lender must pay
the return postage; many of the
modern editions are paperback and
weigh very little.

I am always interested in buying




Montessori publications in good order.
Does anyone have a copy of the
following books to sell?

“Anything School Can Do You
Can Do Better” by Maire Mullarney.

“For the Children’s Sake” by Susan
Schaeffer MacCauley
For details please send a large s.a.e.
to:

Mrs Wendy B. Fidler. Mont. Dip.,

Wildwood Montessori Library,

3 Wildwood Close,

Ramsbottom,

Lancashire BL0O 9SF.

2nd July 1992

Dear EO Folks

Some thoughts of mine. Following
on from my sister’s thoughts in the
last EO Newsletter (Issue 86, June
1992) re: Devon and life. We are
thinking of moving to Devon, somew-
here between Exeter and Totnes. We
have just stayed in Devon for 2 weeks
for Alan to ‘sus’ out the work
prospects down there (he’s a compu-
ter man). If they're favourable we
will move, or if they're not (which so
far seems to be the case), maybe we
should do some major life moves and
consider other options, and decide not
to rely solely on computing for our
income.

I'm writing this letter to ask fellow
EOers whether they would also like
to move. My son Gus wants to dig
heffalump pits as in Winnie-the-Pooh,
hunt wild boar as in Asterix and make
magic potions as in Roald sexist/
racist Dahl’s George’s Marvellous
Medicine. The idea of doing all this
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in the Devon countryside (oo-ahh)
with kids from other like-minded
families, for us just seems like heaven.
It would be great to have a core
number of families living in and
around the Totnes/Exeter area - whom
we could rely on and become friends
with, and the kids can form close
relationships and play in gangs,if they
so wish. They could grow up together
doing what they want, when they
want, how they want, leading comple-
tely autonomous lives. Our family is
supposedly what one would call self-
regulating, but we fall short of our
ideals every day. We would love our
children to be completely in charge of
their own lives, but too often ‘know it
alls’ (e.g. mothers and fathers) inter-
fere -’For Your Own Good’ are 4 little
words used too often (from Alice
Millers” (psychotherapist) book of the
same ftitle).

I'm wondering if there are any
families out there who on the whole
don’t bother their kids too much and
let them get on with their lives. If so -
where are you, and will you do a
major life move and move? I per-
sonally can’t think of a nicer place for
my kids (and me) to grow up. I have
dreams of Alan computing less, he is
a freelance computer analyst, so we
have him home a lot anyway - me
making pots (ceramic ones) more and
setting up voice workshops, or even
learning how to thatch. Dreams,
dreams, which we will try to make a
reality. And our kids making bonfires
and dams on the beautiful Devon
beaches with their mates.




I live in North London (nearly
suburbia, Yuk Yuk) with my two
lovely children, Gus (5 1/2), Barnaby
(1) and my lovely husband Alan (31).

If you'd like to talk or want
encouragement or are very excited
about the idea please contact me -
Belinda Reid (28),

9 Dickens Avenue,

Finchley,

London N3 2AL

(081 343 1061);

or my lovely sister: Sammy Vidal-
Hall and Family (Nick, Arran and
Willow) who are the Devon Co-
ordinaters;

Homecroft,

Brownston Street,

Modbury,

South Devon.

(0548 830716).

Divna OMALJEV.BONGARTE
Halmshanf 4 b

5202 HENNEF 41

GERMANY

tel: 010 49/2248 43 25

London, 14th April 1992

Dear members of the “Education
Otherwise”,

I am french, but living in Ger-
many. In France, I heared from your
organisation, and now, because I am
in London for a few days, I am trying
to get in contact with you.

At first I'd like to hear more about
you, could you send me some Inform-
ation, perhaps a number of the “new
letter”?

At Secund, could you tell me the
adress, or the phone number of
someone who lives in London to
contact to; because I will come in a
few months in London again and
Cambridge it's too far away to meet
you.

At third: 1 am 24, my friend
(German) Uli 39, and our son Dimitri
is three years old. I am looking for a
young family anywhere in England to
visit, to write and later to send my
Children (?) when they grow up,
naturally they would visit, write and
send their children to me too! An
exchange!

We are living in the german
country 20km from Bonn, 50km from
Cologne. 1 am writing and drawing
children books (about Health) but my
principal activity is to educate my son,
it is for me a real pleasure, and I don’t
want him to give to school at all! Uli
is (I don’t know how do you say for
it) diplomated in Pedagogy, Yoga
(meditation) teacher, and Heilpraktiker
(complimentary medecine?).

I am speaking german, french -a
little bit english, Uli german and
english, and Dimitri is learning from
birth french, german, & english too. It
is difficult to tell our hobbies or
Interests because they are so many:
sciences, History, langages, Philo-
sophy, raising (travel), music, cinema,
painting... meeting people it's very
important for us!

If you know families, who have
some interest tell it to me.

Thank you very, very much, I hope
to read you soon.
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Divna

P.S Our House is not very beautiful
but we have a big adventure garden!

Editor's Note: With the humilty
that becomes poor linguists, we deci-
ded to leave this letter un-corrected,
lest we destroy it's charm...

Dear E.O.

It’s taken about 3 years to finally
get around to writing this.... 1 hope
it’s been worth waiting for!

We (Julian & I) have been Home
Educating our 4 girls since birth (!!)
Amy is 7, Abigail 5, Jessica 2 and
Natalie 6 months.

The event that has prompted me
to write is the visit of my Educ-
ational Advisor. We had a great time
- he made the coffee and I breastfed.
We shared ideas on education, and
discovered I'd been on one of his
training courses when I was a gover-
nor. The girls made him feel at
home; Jessie brushed his hair and
tried to put a ribbon in it! Amy and
Abi sat on his knee & read to him,
and he enjoyed himself.

After much discussion, [ said I
wished we had the option of opting
into school for various activities. He
didn’t see why this should be a
problem: “The school is here to serve
the community”. I then asked if he
thought I should visit some local
schools and see if any would be
happy for me to opt in. Then came
the miracle... he had just resigned
this position (he needed to get back
to grass roots to appreciate the
problems, he said) and had become
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Head Master of the local school. He
said ‘Give me a couple of weeks to
settle in, then come and see me." I
murmured something about resources
being a problem, ‘No problem," he
said ‘anything the school has, you
may borrow’.

Hesitantly, T did contact him, I
wasn’t sure how feasible all this was.
His first words were ‘I've discussed
this with senior management, and
we're all agreed that it is our educ-
ational responsibility to serve you in
any way we can - with no strings
attached. You call the shots, and we’ll
oblige.’

I was overwhelmed! He then gave
me a tour of the school, gave me some
paper, ‘You must find this expensive’,
showed me the resource centre, ‘Just
g0 & help yourself to what you want’.

I asked if the girls could join into
P.E. lessons - but what about
insurance? He said he would accept
loco parentis for them. He also
encouraged me to bring the other 2
youngest in if I wanted to stay with
them.

After much thought, I decided to
forget about P.E. for the moment, and
just concentrate on arranging a con-
venient time for us all. I chose Weds
afternoon, when the Mums & toddlers
meet in a classroom 2 doors away
from Amy & Abi. So for the last two
weeks we've all spent one afternoon
in school, with Abi in a reception
class, and Amy in with the 7 year
olds. (Amy'’s teacher greeted me with
- Oh, I've got two friends who home
educate!). The girls Jove it, and said



they would like to go more often
(12711). T've struggled with the
‘Mums & Toddlers’ group, but we
jointly decided to give it a go until the
summer - the only one in danger of
giving up is me! Abi’s quote of the
week is “Oh, we don’t have to do any
work today - we're going to school’.

My aim in writing? To encourage
you that flexi-school is an option!! My
Head Master reckoned that many
Heads would be willing to oblige
E.O.ers. How about making inquiries?
I must confess to feeling that I've got
a real gem, and I am so grateful.

I couldn't finish without thanking

piring, challenging & encouraging. It’s
the only mag I read cover to cover!!
Love -- The Watsons (by Sandy)

Dear E.O. Members,

I used to be a member three years
ago, I rejoined late last year, although
I had contact before 1 have had none
since - with other home-educators. 1
wrote to my co-ordinator and a
nearby member, no replies!

I thought E.O. was a good idea at
first, but if none of us communicate
how can we give and receive support.
One other thing, | have met the LEA
Advisor for this area, although at first
I was cautious in my dealings with
her, we now know we both have my
son’s education at the top of our
priorities. She was amazed, however,
to discover I was not alone in
Berkshire. Whilst understanding there
is no legal obligation to inform
LEA’s of your intentions to home
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educate, 1 feel let down by other
educators, by being the only one to
inform them - thus being also the only
one to incur meetings where I'm
called upon to justify my wishes. I am
beginning to wonder if you have to be
fairly rich and elite to achieve anyt-
hing with E.O.

If there are, however, other mem-
bers who, like us, are on a low income
(husband unemployed) and of average
status and intelligence I'd love to hear
from them.

We are a family of 6, myself and
husband with four sons, aged 8years,
3 years, 2 years, and 11 months.

Please get in touch, wherever you
live, help prove I haven't made the
wrong decision.

Best Wishes

Valerie Cross (Mrs)

6, Welbeck Rd

MAIDENHEAD

Berks. SL6 4EB.

Hello to everyone in Lincolnshire
and Humberside.

We, the Rhodes family who include
Linda, David, Jason aged 10 years,
Andrew aged 7 years and Judy who is
4, moved here to Grimsby on 30th
April. Unfortunately 1 did not have
time to get a letter written and posted
by June Ist for inclusion in the last
newsletter but things have settled
down now and time has permitted for
me to put pen to paper.

We came from a very active E.O.
group in Derbyshire which began as
only a small group but after a while
became a very active and supportive




group with almost everyone particip-
ating either by organising an educ-
ational meeting/workshop, guided tour
etc.

It would be nice to think that there
may be E.O.ers in either Humberside
or Lincolnshire who would be interes-
ted in organising together different
activities. For some it may seem rather
daunting approaching a comany or
whatever to arrange a demonstration
of something or guided tour, but if
everyone tried to organise just one
thing or make a suggestion before
long you would be surprised how well
things could develop.

Distance can sometimes be a prob-
lem especially if income is limited or
transport is difficult but sometimes
just asking for or offering a lift can
make a lot of difference between
someone getting perhaps some much
needed support and encouragement
and not. If there is anyone who feels
like “having a go” then perhaps they
could contact me and we could
arrange something.

The Derbyshire group first got
started by a meeting just being sug-
gested and waiting to see who turned
up. So may we suggest Normanby
Park. Scunthorpe, Sunday 6th Septem-
ber, 11 am in the car park. If people
can't make it or could suggest an
alternative then please don’t hesitate
to say so.

A family in Market Rasen said
people sometimes met at Brigg for a
swim meeting if anyone is able to get
there. There are several places around

Grimsby which could be used as well
as Lincoln being quite historic. It's
surprising what your area has to offer
once you start looking, so why don’t
we all have a go. Meetings can be as
frequent or infrequent as people want
so there is no need to feel obliged.

Before we left Derbys. I discussed
the vacant position of Co-ordinator for
Lincolnshire with Stephanie Futcher
and she agreed that since the post had
been vacant for some twelve months
now there was no reason why we
shouldn’t have a go. Yes! We know
Grimsby is in Humberside, but only
just. We have lived here twice before
and also in Lincoln so we know the
area fairly well. We also realise that
Lincolnshire is a very large county but
it doesn't have to be a stumbling
block from the start. Perhaps if we all
got our “Thinking Caps” on we could
get something going, our children
really miss the E.O. contact and it
would be nice to form new friendships
for both adults and children.

We try not to be judgemental about
the people we meet including things
like politics, religion, looks, dress, or
diets, so don't be held back. Everyone
has something to offer however small
it may seem to us individually.

If any Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire
E.O.ers have read this then “Hello”,
we hope you are O.K. We are settling
in fairly well now. Jason, Andrew and
Judy are happy too. Despite the fact
they have around 15-20 school atten-
ding children to play with daily they
are set on nol going, it is amazing
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how well they have been accepted.

Hopefully we look forward to

hearing from you.
Best wishes from:
The Rhodes Family,
6 The Cloisters,
Wybers Wood,
Grimsby,
S Humberside DN37 9QX
Tel. 0472-882074

Dear EO,

We are Sharon, Doug and Daniel (9
years old) and would love to make
contact with other E.O.'ers in the
South Gloucester - Northavon areas. «

Is anyone out there interested in
meeting on a regular basis for swim-
ming/ outings etc. If so please make
contact at:

16, Fitzhardinge Way,

Berkeley,

Glos.

Tel 0453 511361.

P.S. Daniel would love a pen-pal,
preferably a boy of his own age.

Dear E.O.

We are the Watts family - Yvonne,
Maurice, James (4%4) and John (2), and
although we are fairly new to EO., we
would like to extend an invitation to all
Dorset members. We are holding an
“Open House”, on Monday 3lst
August, and if anyone would like to
join us for a cup of tea and a chat, etc,
please feel free to just drop in any time
from 10 am onwards. We could visit
the Abbey and grounds, or the local
farm park, (a small fee is charged), or
go for a walk in the woods. If anyone
has any ideas for activities, please let

us know on 0258-881196. We look
forward to meeting you.

PS If you are staying all day, then
bringing your own picnic lunch would
be very much appreciated !!! (Hope
nobody minds).

Yvonne and Maurice Watts,

21 Catherines Well,

Milton Abbas,

Blandford,

Dorset DT11 0AT

Dear E.O.

We are a family with 5% year old
twins, Olive and Cherry living in
Stockwell, South London. We would
welcome contact with any other EO
families living nearby who might like
regular get togethers/workshops/
swaps. Also as vegans we would like
contact with any EO vegan families.

Bridget Meadows,

9 Priory Grove,

Stockwell.

London SW8 2PD.

Tel 071-622-3998

Dear E.O.
Calling all 7 year old(ish)
boys!l....... We're not sexist, or ‘age-

ist’, honestly, but Steven, 7, would
really like to meet more boys of
around his own age. He has been out
of school since last October, and is
very happy, but wants the chance to
make new friends. We will travel just
about anywhere in the London area.
Anyone out there?

Barbara and Steven (7),

19 Hardwicke Road,

London N13.

Tel: 081-881-1794




IMPROVE YOUR
ENVIRONMENT!
3 Bedroomed House for Sale
West Wales. Large Gardens
with Organic Fruit & Veg.
Open countryside. Clean fresh air.
Beautiful Beaches where
Dolphins play!
£47,000
0239 613207

Writer/family, ie fellow members,

seeks unfurnished property to rent in
either Devon or Cornwall, location
immaterial. Large mobile home
would suffice. Your help and consi-
deration would be greatly appreciated.

Milton Damerel

(0409 261) 639.

M R Ellis, Esq.,

Orchard Hill Cottage,

Bulkworthy,

Holsworthy,

North Devon, EX22 7UP.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Rachel Sanger, Steve Glynn, Helen
Sanger, and Adam Glynn have moved
to 36 Mayfield Avenue, Ealing, Lon-
don, W13 9UR

Tel. 081 579 0466

Adam G]ynn was born on 3rd
March 1992

Beech Hill is a rural housing
co-operative in mid-Devon looking for
new members to rent, co-own or buy
their own units. We share the six-acre
grounds which include a paddock,
lawns, vegetable and flower gardens, a
vineyard (all organically cultivated)
and a swimming pool.

We have two units for sale,

A courtyard house for £57,500

A flat for £55,000

Interested? For details telephone
Nicholas or Lucy on:

03637-228 or 587

For Sale:

In the Highlands Of Scotland.
Large stone cottage, 3 bedrooms, large
playroom; workshop. 2/3rds acre.
£55,000 o.n.o. Further Info:

Kevin & Rosalind Ramsay,

96 Torroble,

Lairg,

Sutherland

0549-2212.

The Education Inspector here is
reasonable - We've had no problems
so far.

18 Park Street,
Alfreton,

WA NTE D: Newsletter & Supplement...

Supplements can be on the practicalities of a curriculum subject or on a
much wider/looser subject that you feel might be of interest to members.
Please contact: Lynne Greenhough,
Publications Co-ordinator,

Derbyshire DES 7JE

.EDITORS
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Where To Get What

The following publications are available from:
Bruce and Christine Wallace,
25 Diabaig,
Achnasheen [V22 2NE.
Prices include p&p to UK. Please make cheques or postal orders payable to
“Education Otherwise”.

B School is not Compulsory (new edition soon).............. £2.50
A guide to your rights.

B Early Yeats (edition 110 5)..iussssmiasismmonwinipismnie £2.50
Learning suggestions for under-twelves.

B LATSE YEATS: .. e ehas s s s R sy £2.50
Learning for older children, plus GCSE.

W Teach your own, by John Holt..........cooeviiiciriiiiinin £3.85
Philosophy of Home Education.

B Learning All the Time, by John Holt........ccooveivevieeecne £4.50

A practical guide covering reading, writing, numbers, science and music, as well
as the wider issues of the nature of learning and parental involvement.

W School’s Out, by Jean Bendel.............ccocoeevnieerinicinnnn, £5.95

A good how and why book by an EO member and long-term Home Educator

B EO Newsletters: Back copies from 1989-1990....each £1.00

W EO Newsletters: Bargain Basement-our selection of any four from 1987-

B Newsletter Digesti......cocicviminieneiencireeecsneareeresensnees £1.50
A ninety-page selection of the best from 1982-1986
Plus, from other addresses:
B Growing Without Schooling- The newsletter of EO’s parallel organisation in
the USA. Six issues per year, (£12.00) starting March. from:
Barbara Sheppard,
18 Queen Katherine Street, Kendal, Cumbria LA9 70G
M EO Stationery: note paper, re-use labels, forms, leaflets and handbills:
Lucy Charlton,
2 Wistow Lane, Newton Harcourt, Leicestershire LE§ OFT

Membership Cards: issued on request to all members: sae. with

subscription renewal to: Bob Emmett,

148 Gunton Lane, Norwich, Norfolk, NR5 0AQ.
Members paying subscription by banker's order will receive a card and need not
make seperate application. Details of reduced admission charges to museums,
etc., and conditions of use supplied with the card.
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Education Ot} ise Offi

M General Enquiries: 36 Kinross Road, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32
7EF HELPLINE: 0926-886828

M Chairperson: Keith Charlton, 2 Wistow Lane, Newton Harcourt, Leics. LES8
OFT Tel: 0533-592118

M General Secretary: Pam Stevenson, 25 Wyndham Road, Dover, Kent CT17
0OBH Tel: 0304-210997

M Treasurer: Michael Cook, 34 Beacon Road, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 6DJ Tel:
02273-67059

M Publications Director: Lucy Charlton, 2 Wistow Lane, Newton Harcourt,
Leics. Tel: 0533-592118

B One-Parent Family Contact: Jenny Blower, 15A Athelstan Road, Hastings,
East Sussex TN35 5JB Tel: 0424-722720

M Special Needs: Sylvia Jeffs, 16 St. Bernards Road, Solihull, W. Midlands
B92 7BB Tel:021-7066460

M Publications Co-Ordinator: Lynne Greenhough, 18 Park Street, Alfreton,
Derbyshire DES 7JE Tel: 0733-836662

M Publicity Officer: Jane Lowe, 5 Elm Gardens, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.
ALS8 6RX Tel: 0707-390070

M Co-Ordinators’ Secretary: Stephanie Futcher, 50 Springfield Avenue,
Chesterfield S40 1HL Tel: 0246-239048

M Address Changes Membership Lists Subscription Renewals: Bob Emmet,
148 Gunton Lane, Norwich, Norfolk NRSOAQ Tel: 0603-747865

M School Phobia Support: enquiries to Pam Stevenson, General Secretary, at
above address.

Regional Enquiries S p

M East Anglia: Sandi Cottee 0268-733259

B Midlands: Gillian Brown 0922-414286

B North: Mick & Jennie White 0969-23544

B Scotland: Brenda Holiday 0786-832042

B Wales: Miryam Bush 0269-861069

B London: Genevieve Bridgeman 081-3429269

M S.East & S.West Sarah Taylor 081-8083200

B Regional Membership Secretaries:

B Scotland & North: Meryl Cumins 0698-887977

B South East: Isobel Hewitt, 66 Goldington Avenue, Bedford MK60 3DA

B South West: Maggie Swatridge 0503-72087

W Wales & Midlands: Gillian Murely 0785-48753

B London & Home Counties: David Bettie 0843-583260

HELPLINES

Childline: 0800-1111 Kidscape: 071-4880488




educatidn
otherwise

Education Otherwise is a membership organization
which provides support and information for families
whose children are being educated outside school,
and for those who wish to uphold the freedom of
families to take proper responsibility for the
education of their children.

Our principal aims are to:
¢ encourage leamning outside the school system;

¢ reaffirm that parents have the primary
responsibility for their children’s education and
that they have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educating them out of school;

¢ establish the primary right of children to have full
consideration given to their wishes and feelings
about their education.

For further information send an A5 s.a.e. to:

Education Otherwise
36 Kinross Road,
Leamington Spa,

Warwickshire,
CV32 7EF

Printed by: Argraffdy Arfon, Penygroes, Caernarfon. Tel (0286) 880322

& This is printed on 100% recycled paper.




