


Education Otherwise Newsletter : no.85

CONTENTS:

1. BEBditorial

2. How do you cope with BOing?

4. Teenagers at home.

Y« Pen-pals page

10. Getting Together....

12. Regional Diary: Northern England
London & 5.8. England
South-west
Midlands

19. National Curricilum - & meeting

with Hilary Armstrong MF.

23. Bducating Archie.

25. Letters

26. Baookst reyviews and wanted ads.

27. Chairperson's report.

28. Contact List updage.

29. Members Meetings: agende for April,

report from February.
31, V¥Museun Card update,
32. Where to get what.

20T 2 02 90 0 85 K s s N

APRILMAY 1992

Notes for Contributors:

The deadline for submissions for the next

igsue is May 1st 1992. Please send your
contritutions to the appropriate editor
marked clearly °for publication’ and
include your Call name, address and
phone number.

Please submit BEPORE the deadline.

Plesse write or type your material clearly

and indioate if you do not wish your

gontribution to be retyped; otherwise the

editor will retype and make minor

gorrections %o spelling, punctuation, etc. ]
Moterial which is the wrong size (ie, not Ad)
or with faint print may have to be retyped

aayway.

If you are referring to a previous article
or letter, please indicate raference to the

Newsletter number and date.

Fesl free to make suggestions ahout articles
you would like to see in the newsletter or

supplements,

L L R I I )

O 8 4O & &% b b R N s s

The Fditors for the June '92
issue arer

The Sullivan Family

35 Dovedisle Road

West Bridgeford

Nottingham

G2 &35

Tels (0602) 231551

Supplement Bditor on "Home
Bducation in France.'
Andree Roberts

La Redissonne

Morance

63480 Anze

France

Tels 78-43-08-57

L I I I R I T O B L B I

Childrens' Pages edited by
Hannah Bush

68 Maesglas

Pontyates, Llanelli

Dyfed

Wales BAYS 550

S AR NLEYENS S

This issue was edited hys
Sue & Mario McNamara,

1 Trevince Vilias, Hewlyn,
Fenzanoe, Cornwally, TH18 SNX

% s » a2 a8 a3 s e s

If you would like to edit

the Newsletten or a Supplement
plezse write or telephone:
Lynne Greenhough,

18 Fark Street

Alfrezon

Derbyshire DES Wa

Tels (O773) 836662

L P A6 L N A AR OB L T T e W L

Advertisements are accepted
(when spece permits) Crom
members L they swre of

interest to BO in genersl &t
10p per werd,
eSS AR Ay s e




edttorial =

Dear EO Members — GREETINGS FROM CORNWALL®

For those who don't know us, we are Mario, Sue, Andrew and Chris MoNamara.
Since August last year we have been living near Fenzance, and we have been
home-educating for nearly 3 years. Apart from Andrew trying out the local
Steiner school for a day last week, both boys are happy to stay at home.

(We did wonder whether it was the experience of both parents spending every
spare evening typing and most mornings opening mail for the last 3 weeks that
drove Andrew to school, but the novelty was short-lived.)

Many thanks to all the contributors to this issue, and apologies to everyone
we couldn't include because of space and time restrictions - it will all be
passed on though, so hopefully will appear in a future newsletter. The main
problem has been that we had only 32 pages available, and about eight of those
were 'booked' for committee reports, EO info, Archie,etc. before we were let
loose!

Anyway, we hope there is something for everyone in this issue. We decided to
give emphasis to how people cope with home-education, and to people looking
for help/contacts. To us, this sort of mutual support is vital.

The debate on whether the Labour Party will impose the Nationsl Curriculum on
home-ed families continues — though maybe by the time you get your newsletter,
the Ceneral Election will have been and gone and decided that particular bit of
our fate.

Mario wanted to say thanks to Sue for doing virtually all the typing (0K, =all
the mistakes are mine too!) and Sue says thanks to Mario for the endless supply
of tea and most of the letra-set titles. The boys have been very patient in
putting up with all this, so we let them do the cover by way of compensation.
It's hard work doing the newsletter, but fun too!

P.5. In case you're 3 feet deep in snow, and the roof's been lost in the gales,
let me assure you it's cold, wet, wild and windy down here too- we've got
horizontal daffodils to grace the garden.

F.F.5. We did this on our portable typewriter, so you don't need wonderful
state of the art word processors to be an editor, just a gallon or so of Tippex.

Right, now I can get on with my breakfast, get dressed and put this in the post.

A BIG HELLO TQ - everyone at Cwm Rhaffau, the Smiths in Stowon-the-Wold, the
Cox family in Warwickshire, the Shoosmiths in Ireland, the Jacksons in Yanchester
who called in to see us last week, Paul, Rose & boys in bevon, and all the

EOers in Cornwall who've been s¢ friendly!
..Cilllﬂ’ilﬂ’l*l".'ﬂ'II..”-QC’D'Q’.’I*'

"The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and
not necessarily those of the editor or of Education Otherwise as a whole-

This newsletter is edited bty a volunteer member of Educatiecn Ctherwise and its
primary purpose is to provide support and communication between members."
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Copyright: Education Otherwise Fublicztions 1391/1992. Permission to
reproduce all illustration and text can be granted only by prior written
permission.
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Fducation Otherwise is a company limited by guarantee and is a charitable trust.
Charity Nos 92029

AR B R R AR R RE AR RN RRRR K EDE AN AR RR T AA AR A AN

l




e

How do ybu cope with EQing?
Do you cope with EQing?

This was the title of a discussion that took place between a group of people at
the EO gathering at Cliff College recently. It happened as a result of various
conversations that took place over the weekend, to the tune of "What do you do?"
"Do you feel isolated?"... etc.
What came up in the discussion was that we all experience varying degrees of
frustration, isolation within our situations being at home with our children.
Whilst we are committed and confident that we are doing the right thing, it is
HARD to swim against the tide, and for some of us there is very little support.
We discussed various practicalities (and the dreams... an EO village) and
decided that most of the support must usually come via mutual friendships,
although the idea of a telephone ‘crisis line' was mooted.
We also decided that 'feelings' meetings are important, and that we should aim
to have one at the start of every EO gathering as for several people the weekend
in itself had felt unsupportive. We felt it important to write a report so that
if you too have negative feelings you will know that you are not alone.
We need to make EO more supportive, so if you have any ideas, suggestions, or
feel able to organise/participate in a telephone helpline, please get in touch
with us.

Valerie Gommon Sarah Taylor ‘
19 New Road 23 Whitley Road

Castlethorpe Tottenham

Milton Keynes London

MK19 TEH N17 6RJ
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The following letter, from Isobel Bogucki, arose from the same meetingeeesas

Because of problems with family and moving house, we had not been to a
National Meeting for a long time. It was lovely to see so many familiar faces -
the children had grown taller and more mature but the adults looked just the
same and the organisation had not changed either! We met many new interesting
people but had no idea who was new to EO or National Meetings; it took a long
while to find out.

Although we were self-catering I was very aware of the excellent organisation
of the food for communal meals, so why have we not yet improved the catering for
our emotional needs? It was not uatil the last few hours due to Val's suzzested
discussion topic that some of us revealed our feelings.

I have sometimes left National Meetings feeling more lonely than when arriving,
but I had no idea that others felt the same. I have looked around and seen
people apparently full of confidence and close to lots of others, and have felt
isolated - was there anyone who cared about me enough to accept my failings and
feelings? How can we improve our communications with eachother - if I cannot
relate effectively, how can I help my children to become more successful?

Two simple and practical suggestions:

1. If a polaroid camera was available to take family photos, as happened at
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Featherstone, we could add a paragraph about ourselves and our current needs
and concerans to act as a springboard for more meaningful contact.

2. A discussion on the first evening/morning to add to the above paragraph or
mention things that we may not want to commit to paper would help to break down
the barriers.

We hope to reach the Lake District in September along with 2all my feelings of
failure etc. Any advice or constructive criticism will be gratefully received.
With warm memories of everyone I met at Cliff College, love,

Isobel Bogucki, 20 Rusper Road, Horsham, RH12 4BD.
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Still on the subject of mutual supportec....

Dear EO members, Hello everyone,

Although my son, Joshua, is only 12 I, Judith, home-educate my son Lee,
months old, my husband and I have aged 10 and am hoping to do the same
already decided that if possible, he for Matthew (3%) and baby Charlotte.
will be educated by us at home. o We are hoping that there are other
Most of my friends with young children EO families in the Doncaster area
have started talking about and sending e who would like to contact us, with a
them to nursery school (something we view, maybe, to setting up regular
won't be doing!) and I feel that * get-togethers. We look forward to
Joshua and I are becoming increasingly 5 hearing from you all. Best wishes —
isolated. Judith Gibson,

Is there anybody else in a similar e 10 Cheltenham Road,

situation, or with older children who Intake,

are being educated at home, who would * Doncaster,

be interested in meeting every week or South Yorkshire,

fortnight for a cup of tea, chat, DN2 6JE

outings etc? If so, I'd love to hear Tel:(0302) 322739

from you. Here's hoping!

Cathie Hinson, 65 Lion Lane, LA B B R SR IR R A B B I T I O ]
Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1JL.

Tel:(0428) 642246. "We have recently moved to Uckfield

where we are renting whilst we sell our
house in the Midlands. Rebecca is 3 1/4
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Dear EQ-ers, and I'm fed up witk being the odd-one
I would like to get in touch with out with regard to my alternative views
other families who have pre-teenage on child-rearing, education and life-
children. 1 have a 10-year-old and style. T would like to contact and

am finding that there is a need for meet other EO-ers for some moral

more activities independent of me. 1 o Surpori and company. I'm nervous about
feel that this is quite @ crucial the responsibility of home-educating,
stage, where children often feel the + 2lthough I can't imagine sending Becca
need for more than home can offer. In to schoel and would appreciate hearing
Sussex we are starting a group doing ¢ other peoples' ideas and experiences
activities in woodcraft/survival in of home-education.

the darker recesses of cur garden. * e will be moving to Devon-Dartmoor
Anyone 13 welcome to come and join e area within the next 18 months -

us and I would be interested to hear peoples' experiences of the LEA and

of any sther groups who are having the local support network/groups there
similar activities. What about trying would be helpful,"

to form a group for these children Lynda Hitchman,

to be part of znd enable them to make 28 Goldcrest Drive, Ridgewood,
contacts with others? Uckfield, Fast Sussex. TN22 5GGC.

Sue Fetszaft, 2 Leylands Manor,
Tubwell Laae, Crowborough, E.Sussex
TN6 3RH.
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Teenagers at home.....

Dear EO, .

We've read the Newsletter with interest for two years now and it
seems about time we wrote and contributed to the general
information that gets passed around and is so much help to us all.
Who are we? Well there's Tony who works full time outside the home
and then there's me who works time and a half here. After that:
Esther who (s 15, Julian who is 14 and Joel who Is 12 and a half.

The children decided to leave (supposedly good) schools two years
ago because of all the usuasl reasons (impossibllity of progressing
fast enough. being bullied for trying to, awesome cruelty from
supposed friends etc etc). They've worked and played hard and
thrived ever since - and have a small band of local friends
ranging from 12 to 16 who all go to school. They seem happy to see
my children of an evening and socialise more with them than their
school friends. A change hurts nobody!

Anyway, I'd like to encourage everyone with teenagers or
near-teens to persevere and not send them to school on account of
approaching GCSEs. If we've cracked It, anyone can. Apart from two
things we're no different from anyone else in tackling this. The
two things are: the children are very close in age and can do some
subjects together end benefit from group work; I own @ photocopler
which means we can use worksheets or amelgamations from various
sources (for variety) which tailor the materiel to suit us.

Apart from this, our experience might help anyone in similar
circumstances. Our basic premise is that they want qualificatlions
and I cannot do 9 exam subjects with each child all at once. So -
we tackle an exam In an appropriate subject whenever we feel like
it and just study a range of other subjects all the time, tackling
toplcs that seem necessary. It's important to only take an early
GCSE In a subject the child s good at and knows quite a bit about
already. In this wey we took eight last summer (5.2 and 1
respectively) and got good grades in sll. That encouraged us to do
likewise this year - but we're now on our second-best subjectst!?

I use mostly the NEA and the SEG for boards - this ensures we get
into thelr way of thinking and marking. limit the cost of ordering
materials and establish relationships with people at the other
end. Most people are very helpful. You need to study the rules for
external candidates In case an age limit or & rule applies about
attending a centre for the course. Usually there is an alternative
option. (LEAG had no external exams on offer last year.) The
coursework which 1s mostly compulsory this year is no real
obstacle and certalnly removes some of the possible stress. You
just have to read the marking schemes constantly and check which
aims are being tested - and meke sure the evidence is there In

clearly lasbelled parsgraphs.




The children take a full part in this procedure once I've located
the information - it makes them very responsible for their work
and the additional option of being allowed to wordprocess certain
subjects makes it possible for them to produce very satisfying
results.

Needless to say, all this covers most of the skills needed for
English - so why do English as a ‘subject’ every day? Skills
needed for one subject are the same as for snother quite often:
reading graphs, extracting information etc.

Recommendations for children who seem suitable candidates are:
NEA Child Development (12 visits to a child over 3 months, 2
papers)
NEA French (No coursework - various levels)
NEA Geography Syllabus B Scheme 2 (tells you exactly what to
study, 2 papers + an enquiry)
NEA Religlous Studies Syllabus A (2 religlons/options -
coursework for each, 2 exams)
SEG English External and Literature External
SEG Mathematics
SEG Human Biology or Physics (1 or 2 papers plus a short
paper In lleu of a practical, besed on experiments which have
been carried out.

Esther sttended a locsl college for three weeks but found the
students childish (1) and Julian has done both LEAG Astronomy and
SEG Computer Studies via an evening class who welcomed him. Joel
has done the seme exam as a private candidate from home., so either
method works.

Even if you are not ready for top level maths, sending for some
level 1 and 2 back pepers (grades DEFG) can provide something
easier and Interesting for children who like maths to have & go
at. This i{s beginning to ramble so I'll stop. I just wanted to
whet your eppetite for the joys to come If you have children
approaching this age range. It really is stimulating and
challenging for all of us - and totslly without the rigours and
stress of school. Our most commonly used phrase is still
"Well..let's do it tomorrow instead" - snd off we go up to the
moors!!

If anyone wants a specific reply to a specific request (“Can you
give me the address of..”. "What could I do with a 12 year old for
history?”. "Do you know a good book for xxx?") then I'll be
pleased to help If I can. and If I can't, well, it'll be nice to

hear from you! The inspector came for the first time last week and
was pleased - which is what has given me the confidence to write.

Eleanor Patrick 37 Gledhow Wood Avenue Leeds LS8 INY 0532 661727
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teenagers & resources

Dear E.O.,

I have been meaning to write to the newsletter for years...
so finally...... Pete for some four and a half years now,
off and on, has been paid part-time to teach children at
home by the local education authority. Some of these
children are ill, some are school refusers and some have
been excluded. Pete goes into their homes two hours a day
to teach them English, Maths, etc. I think that it’s true
that more and more children are now being excluded from
schools, as head teachers seek to improve their ‘averages’
by eliminating what they see as their “ worst problems “.
Our son is at home doing 2 GCSE this year and we have found
Pete’s experience of dealing with external candidates from
his job invaluable; the rules are very complicated in
certain aspects. (It may be of use to other members to
learn that it is possible to get a teacher paid by the LEA
at home under certain circumstances.)

The main reason for my letter, tho’ is to say I think EO

needs some kind of national library facility. Educating at
home, especially when children are older, is expensive, and
it is also time consuming to find the appropriate
materials to use with your child. It is also completely
daft one family buying a complete 2nd year French course,
say, or maths books for a particular stage and then those
books just sitting on a bookshelf or being passed to a
child who maybe is not specifically interested at
information put quite that way, or at quite that level. Can
I propose some sort of resource - maybe a listing rather
than a physical collection - where collections of books and

materials to be passed on (and they could just as well have
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been made at home for a specific purpose) are described in
detail - ages used with, special features , any bias,
problems used for,weight for postage, etc. etc. with some
sort of pricing system so that each family using the
equipment (or EO if it is decided that EO funds should be
spent on materials) contributes, but also can recoup some
of their costs, fairly, if and when they return the
materials (properly taken care of) to the system, (perhaps
there could be a standard percentage resale price or some
other kind of reimbursement). What do other people think?
I remember being very disheartened to learn that materials
couldn’t be taken out of the old resource centre - surely

we can organise something?

Can I recommend the following books: How to Survive School
(this probably sounds an extraordinarily inappropriate
title for EO) by Greg Shaw... who must really have been a
secret member. It is very very funny..... helped our son
(who has been in twice and out twice) to put all the
rubbish in perspective... there are sections on how to
avoid compulsory games and PE (e.g. by being absolutely
useless), how to get teachers off the point, how to cope
with team spirit, decoding Teacherspeak. (e.g. Right,
that’s your very last warning... decoding.. “I haven’t a
clue how to control this little so and so and there’'s still
twenty minutes till the end of the lesson!” and Teacher
“Types” e.g. the Register Fanatic,the Do-Gooder, and
dealing with teachers control techniques like the “Fear
Technique” (e.g. sarcasm) “the Open your Books at Page 96
Technique”, and so on.. I think the author is a teacher and
he has all the ridiculousness and all the cruelty spot-on.

It may now be out of print. Beaver Books 1987.

~




I would also like to recommend Lets Cook it Together, by
Peggy Brusseau, an American Cookbook where they have had
the good sense to divide the tasks into those for grown-ups
(shown labelled with glasses) and those for children.
There are lots of very imaginative food ideas... all
vegetarian.. with excrutiating (and very popular) names
like Squash Racket, Big Yawn Soup, Fruity Goop, Minnehaha
Splash, etc. We have also had a lot of enjoyment out of
Festivals Family and Food by D. Carey and J. Large (which
has been recommended in the Newsletter a couple of times
before.)
Can I also recommend the National Association for
Environmental Education, which have several very good fact
packs (it‘'s an organisation for teachers to get info from)
they can be contacted at Wolverhampton Polytechnic, Walsall
Campus, Gorway, Walsall, WS1 3BD.
My son is currently taking GCSE courses. We have been
very delighted to find that the teachers from his old
school (which he left because of bullying) are being
extraordinarily helpful with his GCSE syllabus, and his old
English teacher has come round, entirely voluntarily to
invigilate some of his coursework. They have also given
advice and I am amazed that they are so dedicated,
particularly to a child who has decided (it was his
decision) to leave them. I think we should all be aware
that there are some selfless and enthusiastic teachers
around!
Avis Greenwell, Pete Jim and Sarah Millman £S5 eamele. Rape
Dale,
Haverfordwest,

SA62 3RN




PEN~PALS PAGE

Hello, my name is Emily. I like

swimming, cats, reading, Brownies Dear EO,

and painting. I am nearly nine My name is Emma Hansford. I am 11.
and I would like some girls I like: stamp collecting, cooking
around my own age for pen-pals. acting, walking, swimming and
Emily Chester, camping. I would like a pen-pal
40 5t. Richard's Road, aged T+. So write to:

Crowborough, Emma Hansford, 25 Victoria Road,
East Sussex. TN6 3AT Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 3NF.

Hi, I'm called Mark and 1 am looking for a pen-pal. I'm 10 yrs old.
I like watching films, drawing pictures, computers and lots of other
things. Please write soon to this address: Mark Matthews, Torway,
Hall Bank Lane, Mytholmroyd, West Yorkshire, HX7 S5HG.

I am ten years old. My name is Lee. I am looking 2( @

for a boy pen-pal about the same age as me. I like é 0‘
swimming, table-tennis, golf and learning the <E, /f?
French language. I have been educated at home for Q OE e_

write soon., My address is:

Lee Gibson,

10 Cheltenham Road, .
Intake,

Doncaster,

South Yorkshire. DN2 6JE

6 months. I will reply to all letters. Flease &

Hi, my name is Tommy and I will be
13 in June. I am looking for pen-
pals around the sane zge. I like
walking, cycling znd playing
computer games. I also like music,
but don't buy many records. I enjoy
home education and have keen at work
at home since June '91. Will reply
to every letter received. Write to:
Thomas Carroll, 3 Elletson Street,
Foulton-le-fylde, nr. BElackpool,
Lanecs. FY6 TAE. —

My name is Josh and I am 5
years old, I will /be 6 on the
16th June. I would like a pen-
friend to write to. I live in
Wales in the countryside by
the sea. I have a big sister
Jessica, she is sixteen, and I
have a baby brother Jerome, he
is only 15 months old., I am
learning to read. I like
doing magic tricks, playing
with my Ghostbusters and
watching Thunderbirds on the
telly. We have a dog called
Bezuty and 4 cats called Jacko
Charlie, Garfield and Chaprpati.
We have 4 chickens and a
tortoise and some tadpoles. I
will write back to anyone who
writes to me., Bye for now,
Joshua Fring-Ellis,

1 Briscwm Cottages, St.Dogmaels
Czrdigan, Dyfed. SA&43 3DS.

I am a 42 year old mother of 3. I would
like some pen-friends please. My name
is Bernie. T am happily married to 3yd
and we have lived in Wales for 6 years.
We were both born in Birmingham but
don't miss the city one little bit! I
like welking, reading, most music znd I
love entering competitions. 1 have a 16
year old daughter who is doing her GCSE
at our local comprehensive - she was
Home Educated for 5 years. My son Josh
is 5 and he is being home educated and
he's a very happy little boy. I would

like to hear from anyone, anywhere and
I will answer all letters.

Bernie Fring-Ellis, 1 Briscwm Cottages,
St. Dogmaels, Cardigan, Dyfed 5A43 23D3.
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o8 Togery,

Calling all people interested in becoming involved in a prospective rural-
based 'Housing Co-op - Green Living Project'.

Our ideas include permaculture, organic land use, home education, individual
living areas and alternative energy production.

A gathering of interested people is being held in beautiful Snowdonia,

24-27th April '92.

Contact: Coryn, Bryn Hyfryd, Parc Bel, Cilgwyn, Caernarfon, Gwynedd.

Tels 0286 880179.
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EO HOLIDAY WEEK AND MEETING - SEFTEMBER 10 - 17th 1992

This is an advance notice of the above week to be held at High Close Youth
Hostel, Ambleside, The Lake District which is a new venue for EO meetings.

Would anyone interested in helping to organise this weekend please contact
Valerie Gommon, 19 New Road, Castlethorpe, Milton Keynes MK1§ TEH.

Tels 0908 511247.
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2nd. KENT EO GATHERING 18-22nd JUNE

Secluded site in the Kent Countryside. Gloversbridge Farm, Grigg Lane,
Headcom. Activities (any offers?) and evening camp fires. Village and

BR station 2% miles. For further details ring Keith & Sue (0732) 870344.
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ANNUAL PEAK CAMP FRIDAY JUNE 12 - THURSDAY JUNE 18

At Barracks Farm near the village of Hartington, between Buxton and
Ashbourne. Please contact Ben & Shirley Kelk, 613 Nottingham Road,
Chaddesden, Derby DE2 6RU. Tels: 0332 675535.
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My name is Jody. I am a 7% year old boy.

I have three brothers and a sister. I
havé™been going to a German school for
three hours each morning, for the last
8ix months.

I would like lots of pen-pals to write
to me. I like computers, collecting
stickers, skiing in winter, riding my
mountain bike, drawing pictures and
writing. Thankyou.

Jody Bowman,

Amselrain Str 50

Oberderdingen

More Pen-pals!

If you would prefer us not
to print your full name and
address, please mention this
in your correspondence to
the editor.

Fublications Co-ordinator
Lynne Greenhough will be
happy to receive mail at her
address on your behalf, and
send it on to you.

7519

Germany .

MARINA BROWN,

130 GREENOCK ROAD,
BISHOPTON,
STRATHCLYDE,
SCOTLAND PA7 5AS

Hi, my name is Marina, and I am 11 in April. T am
looking for a penpal, boy or girl, around }-13
(but your age doesn't matter that much). My
hobbies are reading, writing, drawing, pzinting
and acting. I can play the piano and the violin
and I'm learning to speak French. I would like =z
penpal who writes regularly, especially oae from
a different country, but it would be nice to hear
from people living near me. I promise. to regly

to every letter.
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Once again, with the approaching summer, we at Cwmrhaffau
want to tell you of the space we have.
Cwmrhaffau is an old farmhouse on the west coast of
Wales, surrounded by fields and woods, ponds and
Streams, Cleo the horse, cats, ducks, gcats, hens, doves and bees.

We are within walking distance of beautiful sandy beaches, cliff walks
and caves, and not far from Cardigan and the Preseli hills. Cardigan Bay
is one of the two last places in Britain where dolphins are regularly sighted.
In amongst all these delights we have a self-contained small, but 6-bedded
flat which we offer for the use of EQ members, and for which we make a modest
charge on a sliding scale. We also have plenty of space for camping.

OQur small community (at the time of writing this) has $ children ranging
in age from 4-12 years old, all home-educated, so we welcome other families
with home-educated school-age children.

An important part of our life here as a community is our meditation, when
we sit together for half an hour each morning. Visitors are always welcome
to join us.

Spring Camp - 5-8 June

Following our last two Spring Camps, we are having another one, but this
time in June.

We sing, dance, talk around the fire and make things. This year someone
has offered rag-rug making - so bring rags, ideas, skills, games or anything
else you can think of.

Please book early as there are limits on numbers.

Sally, John, Julian and Emma,
Cwmrhaffau, Sarnau,
Llandysul, Dyfed, SA44 6WZ.
Tel: 0239 811118
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A letter from Canada....
My family and I will be travellinz to England sometimé in the spring. while
there we would like to get in contact with other home-educators and maybe
visit those who might be interested in meeting homeschoolers from another
country. ke are a family of sixj my husband Michazel is from England although
he has lived in Canads for 25 years. I am French Canedian, Julian is nearly T,
Marika is 9, Fhillip is 11 and Alex is 13 years old - he attends school of
his own choice. 4l1 the children are involved in Beavers, Brownies and Scouts,
and we all love swimming, camping and the outdoors, and especially bell-
ringing. «..... I am looking forward to meeting some people who have, like us,
made the choice of educating their children in a different way. Thankyou.e.....

Louise Atfield, P.0. Box 413, Deep River, Ontario X0J 1PO Canada.

N\

The above is an extract from a longer letter, but we were pushed for space,
s0 only the main details have been put in!
--yqa;oncn~-cq-ccgcuvlﬂlnudacoulavcc---
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CO-ORDINATORS NEEDED IN EAST LONDON, CLEVELAND, CHESHIRE, LINCOLNSHIRE, DEVON,
GWYNEDD AND SCOTLAND.

There are many parts of Scotland without a co-ordinator, or with a co-ordinator
wishing to resign. Is there anyone in Scotland who would like to help with EO
co-ordinating? Every little helps.

If you are interested, please get in touch with Stephanie Futcher, Co-ordinator's
Secretary, S0 Springfield Avenue, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 540 1HL.

Telephone: 0246 239048.
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NORTHERN ENGLAND:

North Yorkshire: Meeting at Alexandra Cottage, Rievaulx, Wednesday 13 May,
12 o'clock onwards. Bring lunch and ring me if it's
raining. Sue Clare. Tel:04396 364

South Yorkshire: April 2: Session with Theatre in Education at Lyceum

Theatre in Sheffield. (Fhone Dinx for info,553836)

April 8: Visit to Kelham Island Industrial Museum.(Fhone
Mary, 833955)

April 12:Matlock Mining Museum.(Phone Janet, 348451)

May T: Visit to RSFCA. (Phone Mary, 883955)

May 12: Visit to Chestnut Centre, wildlife sanctuary
near Castleton. (Fhone Jan, 749156)

¥ay 24: Circle dancing at Paul & Dinx's. (Bring food to
share, phone 553836)

June 28: FPlanning meeting at Janet & Fhil's house.

Greater Manchester: Pollowing the success of last year's workshops at Parrs-
wood Rural Studies Centre, we are in the process of
arranging further workshops for the Easter and summer
holidays. The series in the summer is likely to consist
of 6 one day workshops, with two activities per day, and
cost in the region of ©5. At Easter we shall run a mini-
version. Dates have not yet been finalised. If you are
interested in either event, please send a SAE for details
tor Gill Wilson, 20 Brook Road, Heaton Chapel, Stockport
SK4 2RL.

If you zre interested in taking part in events in
Wanchester then do keep in touch, as many events are
organised without details being published., Either send a
SAE or phone Anne Nesbit (0625 871718).

Finzlly, a reminder to read the detzils in the last news-
letter about WEEKLY and MONTHLY meetings!

West Yorkshires April 9: Easter workshop at Sue Hart's, 284 Halifax 0ld
Road, Huddersfield. 10.30am — 2.3Cpm. Ering
lunch. Tel: 0484 537865 for details/directions.

Fay 11 May Day fun and activity session at Kim Wark's
house, 21 Drummond Avenue, Leeds 16. From 10.30
onwards, bring lunch. Tel: 0532 757473 for
details and directions.

Fay 113 Parents' evening at Celia Yates', 432 Killinghall
Road, Bradford. Tel: 0274 640127 for directions,
Meet from 8pm onwards.

The sessions at Bradford Library are continuing on the

first Friday of each month. Phone Linda Mercan (0274

640127) for details. Myrtle may be arranging further work-

shops - telt: 0274 64061 (daytime) to check.
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LONDON AND SOUTH EAST ENGLAND:

West Sussex:

Kents

April 11:
(sat.)

April 29:
(Wed.)

May 27:
June 18:
July 23s

Parents' discussion evening, 8pm at Isobel
Bogucki'e. Come along and discuss anything
that you need to, from teaching maths to the
Advisor's visit, feeling isolated to criticism
from friends/ relatives.
Visit to Post Office sorting Dept., Horsham. The
manager seems to be very enthusiastic - he will
give us the chance to try out some of the
machines during lunch-break (bring a letter for
the franking machine). We can then watch the
sorting zand examine various vehicles. He would
like some idea of numbers, so please let me know
about 10 days before if you hope to come. Fhone
for details (0403 61178).
; YAt home' days, 1lam onwards.

ring or see local newsletter for details.
)

Looking forward to seeing all local members soon, Isobel.

April 13:
(Mon.)
April 16t
(Thu.)

April 27:
(Mon.)
May T2
(Thu. )

May 11: )
May 18: )
Way 303
(5at.)

Friends Meeting House, Union 3treet, Maidstone.
12-4 pm, bring lunch, drinks available.f£2/family
The Historic Dockyard, Chatham. Open 10-6pm.
Meet for packed lunch in outdoor or covered
picnic area, 12.30. A whole day's visit is
recommended as there is so much to see and do.
EQ group entrance fee £1.50 each.

Friends Meeting House, Mazidstone, details as
above.

Cobtree Museum of Rurzl Life, Sandling. Displays
on hop tarming, bygone rural life, agricultural
tools and machinery,; farmyard animals etc. Lots
of spzce to explore. Bring packed lunch, meet
in basement room 12.30. Craft demonstration at
2.20. Entrance fee 60p/30p, tell desk you are
with EO group. Just off ¥20 junction 6, or
cruise on the river lMedway from Mazidstone -
phone 0622 753740 to check timetable.

Friends Meeting House, Maidstone, a&s zbove.

Barbeque at Whitstatle beach. Arrive early to
enjoy the water, high tide at mid-day. Cooking
from 4 till late. Bring own food for cooking,
salads and bread provided. Ering & bottle, or
there is a pub on the bezchk and a shop nearby.
Some floor spece available for overnighters,
camping needs booking: 22 per adult, &1 per child.
All profits to Maidstone and Arez Home Education
Group. Warm welcome to all areas, phone or write
for directions. B84 Island Wall, Whitstable,
Kent, CTS 1EL. Tel: 0227 265582

Seasonal activities have been arranged for the Monday

meetings.

For further details of any of the above, or

additional outings, plezse phone Joy Lyon (07Y5 330439)
or Sue and Keith Burchett (0732 870344)
RKFS10NAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY:REGIONAL DIARY: RECION.L UlLRY:
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South London: At present, we are without a regular meeting place, though
members are investigating possible venues in Greenwich and
Eltham. However, each month, details are being circulated
of outings that families are planning so that others can
join them if they wish. If you'd like to be on the
meiling list contact Anita Flommer on 081-684 8096.
(A supply of stamps would be appreciated).

JOE VACANCY -~ MEMBERSHIF SECRETARY FOR SOUTH EAST ENGLAND.

Having been a membership secretary for some years now, I feel that it is time
to pass the job on.

Briefly, I am the person that new members send their membership form to. I
hold stocks of all EO publications and make up their order and post it back
along with a standard letter or z brief note if required.

I keep a post-book and send monthly sales figures to our treasurer along with
the paying-in slip after banking the cheques.

Finally I send the membership forms off to Bob Emmett who holds the membership
details on a computer.

The job is not a difficult or particularly time-consuming one, it can be done at
one's convenience and it is good to feel that I have been able to contribute to
the running of the organisation.

If you feel you might be able to help and you would like to discuss the job
further please contact me.

Valerie Gommon, 19 New Road, Castlethorpe, Milton Keynes ME19 7EH.

Tel: 0408 511247.

ﬂﬂﬂﬂ"*ﬂﬂﬂ*ﬂl’lﬁllllliiﬁ.”‘,lh"lﬁﬂ"'

North/Inner lLondon: We meet the first Sunday of every month, ie:
Lpril 5thy ¥Way 3rd, June Tth, July 5th etec.
PLACE: Friends Meeting House, Church Crescent,
Muswell Hill, N10. Wearest tube Highgate (Northern
Line - 10 minutes walk). TIMES: Zpm - 6pm.
BRING: Food &nd drink. We aren't allowed to use their
equipment so bring playthings to share, eg toys, arts
and crafts, writing material, dressing-up clothes,
music etc.
LOST: We ask for a contridution, if affordable,
suggested ©1.50 per family.
WELCOVME: Everyone interested in EQ is very welcome.
Wheelchair access is not easy bul possible via & slope
in the garden; toilets are not fully accessible.

'onday outings: We generally meet every onday &t
about 12pm, usunally at a museum or park. Bring a
pisnic, sometimes there's a cefe nearby.

Flease phone Jo & Roy 081 383 80523 Belinda & Alan,
81 343 10615 Helen & David 071283 2124 or Audrey &
David 031 306 5393 for details of Monday outings -
they are often only arranged the week before,
Everyone is welcome especially new reople,

REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: PUGIONAL DILRY: REGIONAL w1-RY:
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London: Tues. 23 April: National Army ¥useum, looking at the English Civil
War tactics with handling of artefacts. 11.00-12.30.
hfterwards at National Portrait Gzllery 1.30-3.00pm
doing a role play 'For King or Parliament?' Involves
writing, drawing and discussion. Also looks at
portraits of the principle characters. We need to know
something about the Civil War to get as much as we can
out of this.

Thurs. 16 August: National Portrait Gallery 1.30-3.30pm: Colour. A
talk for 6-11 year-olds showing how to make different
paints using various materials.

Please ring to book a plaece and check about last minute
changes. I have not arranged any outings for the summer but
will continue in September. Flease send sae for list.

Sue Petszaft (0892 661319) 2 Leylands Manor, Tubwell Lane,
Crowborough, E.Sussex TN6 3RH.
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SOUTH WEST:

Cornwall: April: Saturday 18th (Easter) Stream Dip and barbecue at Jacqui
Wood's house near Truro, from11.30am. Bring nets, wellies
and food. Phone (0872) 560315 for directions.

Mays: Saturday 2nd. Maypele Dancing 2zt Claudine Lawrence's house
near Camborne, from 1lam. Bring Food and musical instruments.
Phone (0209) 718688 for directions.

June: Saturday 6th. Trereife Marm Park/Gipsy Museum near Penzance.
Romany lore, caravans. Eleven people or more get in at a
reduced rate. Bring food (cafe on site) and wellies,meet 2pm.
Fhone (0209) 8903783 for directions.

July: Neolithic Day at Chysauster (Iron uge village) nr. Penzance.

August: Foorland walk in north Cornwall.

September: Beach barbecue in mid-Cornwall.

October: Wheal Martyn China Clay Fit Museum near St.Austell.

Phone Maggie Parks for details. (0726) 65992.

November: Bonfire Party - any offers for a site?

December: Music and Mincepies - with more music this time- at
Anna Wheeler's house near Redruth. Sunday 13th at 2pm. Ering
food and musical instruments. Fhone (0203) 890378 for info.

For more details on dates, times and meeting places, or any further offers
or suggestions for outings or events this year, please contact Anna
Wheeler on 0209 890378 or send sae to her at Cambrose Farm, Redruth,
Cornwall TR16 4HT. 4 host family who is willing to have people around to
their house after meetings and to arrange meeting ana/or car-parking space
if the event is in their area, really rounds off the day. Flease contact
Anna if you are interested in contributing in this way. Hoste are needed
for June, July, August, September, November.

REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL UTARY: 71 SIOUAL OIARY:
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SQUTH WEST & SOUTH ENGLAND:

Hampshires Calling all members within reach of Southampton.

Devons

We will be at the swings/paddling pool on Southampton
Common from 11lam on May 26th. Bring a picnic and join us
for a chat and play.
Phone Debbie Francis (0703) 893632 or

Julie Harvey (0703) 849633 for details.

We have been meeting at Dartington, near Totnes, and hope
to continue, though there might be problems with the venue.
We welcome new members so please telephone if you're
interested to join us.

We are also hoping to organise a new and regular meeting in
Plymouth - again telephone if you can join us. Ferhaps
families in Cornwall might also be interested in this.
Anybody who would like to meet near Crediton please phone
and tell us because we've been offered a lovely venue for
a monthly meeting - space in a large house with garden and
even open-air swimming pool for the warmer months.

The South Devon Educational Resource group (EO S. Devon)
are members of the Childrens' Scrap Froject, Union Street,
Plymouth. Membership entitles you to buy all sorts of
scrap, ie. sequin waste, plastic tubes, perspex strips,
colourful net, etc. etg. which our children make into
pictures and sculptures - we made net decorations for our
Christmas tree last year.

Membership (£12 per year) is paid for by the group's funds
and each individual pays for what they choose.

If you want to know more about the Scrap Froject,
membership number etc., or details of meetings and outings,
please telephone Sammy and Nick Vidal-Hall.(0548 830716)

DEVON CO-ORDINATOR — JOB V.GANCY:

I have been co-ordinator for Devon since 1984, and
have enjoyed every minute of it, I started
educating my daughter at home in 1982 and have
been involved in home education since that time.
In January this year, my youngest, now 6, decided
he wanted to go to school and he seems to be
quite happy there for the time being. I hope that
at some point he will wizh to be taught at home

again. In the meantime, perhaps this is an
appropriate time for me to ask other Devon members
if* any would like to beccme co-ordinator? It is

an interesting job, and likely to become more so
after the General Election! I will be pleased to
share responsibility should any new co-ordinator
want support, either initially or permanently.
Any one interested should contact Stephanie
Futcher, Co-ordinators' Secretary.

Alvena Hillier, Devon Co-ordinator.
REGIORAL DIARY: REGICHAL DIARY: REGIONAL uIARY: RHLGICNAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY:
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EO AND CHILDREN WITH SPECTAL EDUCATTONAL NEEDS (Nusber 11. Anril 10062)

IMPORTANT: PLEASE READ THE BACK PAGE

Many thanks for the response to the appeals (in the October 1991
supplement) for help and support for two families. One reply was
written as a general offer of help, so I have reproduced this below.

Sadly, I received only one reply for the family whose son is
disturbed and has many and complex needs...so if you meant to write
but didn't get round to it, please do so now - it isn't too late,

While I'm on the subject of 'getting round to it', can I ask:
a) the people who offered to write something for this supplement
b) anyone who has considered contributing their ideas or advice

but didn't do it in time, not to forget the idea! I shall continua
to do special needs supplements every six months until the service is
(or I am) no longer regquired!

Begin it now! S=nd it scon! It would be a pleasure to be over-
whelmed with articles, thoughts, tips, advice about books, rescurces,
helpful agencies, software, etc.

Barbara Millet, prompted by Gloria Harrison's reguest for advice for
her friends whose child has cerebral palsy, writes of her family's
experiences and offers advice of various kinds:

"When Alex was diagnosed az suffering from cersbral palsy, I was
given the bottom line - he may not be able to walk, ha may not talk.
T did reject most of the "expert's" predictions for him ... He was
eleven weeks old, and as he lay in hie cot 'talking' to =&
which was pinned to the bars, I couldn't accept that there wsg that
much wrong with him.

We saw the therapists and consultants who were as helpful as they
knew how, but MY help came from the local toy library - established
for handicapped children - where 1 was able to share my emotions and
thoughts about Alex with others in the same position.

The therapists must have assumed I knew as much ae thay 2id abeout
Alex's condition. I did follow their instructions about his dally
exercises; but not until I read: "Handling the Young Cerebral Palszied
Child at Home" by Nancie Finnie, did I realise I was in fact doing
some things incorrectly: eg. fesding him in a baby-relax chair - not
at all good for him.

I would recommend everybody with a child suffering from cerebral
palsy to read this book, which has 400 illustraticns, and is published
by William Heinemann M=dical books Ltd., I obtained it through my
local library.

Alex was late in tal¥ing - though 1= communicated very well with
only one or two words. H= would =ay: “Mun™, then point his finger to
where I kept ice-creanm cones, then lick his firgsr furicusly. .. Wro
could fail to know what he waz 'saying'? And he was only /2!

+3
s
=
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We went to speech therapy because they were worried - not me. I
had watched Alex struggle to roll over when he was about seven months
old... it was like Robert Bruce watching the spider... he made it
eventually! I bought him a telephone (you used to be able to get old
ones from the Post Office for £1) and he enjoyed chatting on it. I
suppose he was about 3 when he spoke at length... I had to pretend I
didn't understand what he was trying to tell me unless he actually
spoke. He used to get very cross because he knew perfectly well I
understood hia 'language'. Anyway, the experts seemed concerned about
hig lateness in using conventional language, 80 I went along with
their suggestions.

He walked at 18 months. He has done everything at his own pace.
Most people don't realise that those who have cerebral palsy tire nuch
mor= guickly than others. We obtained a tricycle through the NHS
because walking to school and back - some 4 miles a day - was tiring.
After several trials with bicycles with stabilisers, which proved to
be too unsafe, he was actually found a tricycle which had been design-
ed by the parent of a handicapped child. It was very stable... but
Alex got more tired using it than he did if he walked! I felt it was
very heavy, and told his occupational therapist about his tiredness.
"Well", she said, "Alex will get tired - that tricycle was designed
for a child with spina bifida, and they don't tire nearly as =agily as
children with Alex's handicap". We now have an adult tricycle!

Alex has hayfever for most of the Spring and Summer. He hse to
keep on with his PIRITON long after others have finished using it. He
also has to have five tablets each day to control his epilepsy, so I
really shouldn't expect him not to get tired easily, but I'm afraid I
do lose sight of the fact that he haz all these difficulties becsuse
he does cope so well, for the= most part.

He enjoyed nursery school and infant school, but became very
stressed at junior school because of bullying and name-calling...he
was probably less able to cope with it because of the tiring nature of
his disability. Also, I found the staff unable to cops with his
needs. So I removed him from schoel just before he waz ten, asnd ke
has enjoyed learning at home... and that, I feel, is the least I can
do for him.

The most difficult task was to repair the emotional damage done
to him by the name-calling... he demandad to know what 'spastic' and
‘Joey' meant. I wanted to show him that because you werse spastic it
didn't mean that you were unintelligent, sc one of the first bocks we
read together was Christy Brown's "My Left Feoot"™. This is another
book I'd recommend every parent to read. Christy Brown's mother never
gave up on him despite all the experts who suggested zhe should do
just that. I think he was eight before he could communicate szt 31l in
the conventional way - by holding chalk in his left foot (the cnly
limb he could control at all) and scrawling "C" on the floor.

Another book you should read is the story of Joey Deacon, written
by himself and three friends about his life in institutions. It was
adapted into a television play and ought to be repeated.

My message to Gloria Harrison is that the parents of this little
girl should have faith in themselves - nobody is going to put in s¢
much love and effort as they do - and however small the achievenmsnts
are, they are all bonus after the prognosiz that haz bes=n given.
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I have given love and a lot of time to my son, but the love and
joy he has given me are immeasurable. Don't let your friends miss out
on all of that.

Don't give up! Although you will probably encounter all sorts of
other problems... It seems unfair that children with handicaps always
seem to have other problems as well - allergies, estc. lex had an eye
problem too [see supplement No.8 October 1990....Ed.] but that Is
quite common in children with cerebral palsy, I learned, and that has
been put right now.

Do read the Christy Brown bool, if nothing else. Daspite
dreadful physical handicaps he led a very full life, and it is an
inspiration to a2ll.

Do feel free to get in touch if you want to."

Barbara Millett 35, Canuden Rd.
Beechenlea, Chelmsford, Essex.
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I have been receiving newsletters from an American organisation
known as: NATHMAN (National Handicapped Homeschoolerg Associated
Network). It was 'born' two years ago as & "network of Christian
families who homeschool their challenged children" and aims to be a
national (and international) parents' support group offering shared
experiences and counselling through letters and personal contact.

They keep a Directory similar to EO's contact 1list, and if you
want to add your name to their mailing list, write to Diane Macbeth &
Ron and Kathy Salars, HC 31 S1-N-9i, MIDLAND, TEXAS 79707. They would
appreciate a small donation to cover the mailing costs.

They do have a resgurces list (which costs about $5) which is
updated regularly via the "NATHHAN News". The list includes specizl
curriculae and curriculum consultants, advisors, medical/therapy
sources, home-schooling tips, adaptive computer products and software,
testing, speech and communications, legal news and legal defence
[American laws are more restrictive than ours currently are....Ed.],
publishers, recommended books, special education materials, ete.

Obviously, much of that information would not be relevant to heme
education in the UK, but I am pleased to announce that help iz now at
hand! That is, we are about to gather together all those bits and
pieces of information which I have been dispensing haphazardly for
years, together with lots of information gathered from variouz sources
such as other people's resource lists as above (!) and from special
needs/educational/computer exhibitions, items received from small
independent publichers and suppliers, AND FROM YOU!

So PLEASE start sending everything you can think of which was/is
useful tao you, or that you thirk may be helpful to others. Or tell us
about all those items or books which you have now found and wish you
had come across earlier! You will be glad to know that although your
contributions should be sent to me for the time being, the organiss-
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£ion of this information no longer depends on me!

Watch the next couple of nsusletters for further information.

AAAAAA‘!AA‘AAAAAAAﬁ!AAAAAAAAAAAAlAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAQAAAAA&A

*

=) m the NATHHAN neusletts

The state of Texas is appealing to the Texas Supreme Court after
the Court of Appeals of Texas recently confirmed a lower court ruling,
saying that the Texas Education Agency: "deprived the home school
parents of egual protection under the law"” because their home schools
were descriminated against on the sgole basis of location in the home.
The Court found no evidence that home schoclers were not educating
their children. Having noted that home schooling had always been a
legitimate form of education in Texas, it upheld the lower court's
permanent injunction which prohibits: "all school officerz from
initiating prosecuticns" under the compulsory attendance law or
juvenile code against heme schooling families.

The editor writes:

"ye know the state will continus to desire to control our honme
echools. In fact ...{the Texas Home School Coalition) quoted a
woman from the Texas State Teachers Association '...home schooling
i= a form of child abuse because you are isolating children from
human interaction.' ...... none of us are immune to these kinds of
statements from so-called knowledgeable professionals.™

Well, all that has a sort of familiar ring to it!

But it was an item sent in to the newsletter by a homeschooling
parent (whose seven month old child has Down's Syndrome) which
particularly disturbed me, and I have included it virtually in full
and as written in order to avoid indulging my own predudices by
selection. T bezlieve that many of you will be equally perturbed,
especially if you have concernsz about such things as the imposition of
+the National Curriculum on home aducators or, like me, about the
possible implications (hidden agenda?) of "a nursery school placement
for every thres-yesar-old™:

" T a recent letter from a ministry callad ‘Bread for Children'
we were informed of a prograz entitled 'Parents as Teachers', which
originated in Missouri in the early 1980's but is now pending as
H.R. 520 before the U.S. Congress.

...the implementation of the program constitutea a dangesr to
personal and family liberties and threatens to legislate even more
intervention into our lives by the government at 211 levels.

4.R. 520 is currently in the U.S. house subcomnittee on
Elementary, Sscondary and Vocational Education and carries 27
co-sponzers. The cost will be $20 million per year for the next
four €iscal years to assist states which implement a programne
based upon and affiliated with the Missouri 'Parents as Teachers'
national centre.

PAT was implemented by the Missouri legislature in 1981 as a

volunteer program when the legiszlators were told that it would
assist "disadvantaged children" by scresning for developmnental
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delays and provide training for assistance to parents to prepare
the children for public school.

Tn 1985 Missouri made PAT mandatory. Final implexmentation i=
planned for 1995. Mimsouri now employs a force of social workers
and volunteers in an aggressive "recruitment" programme aimed at
intercepting pregnant women in prenatal clinics, doctor's offices,
and other public places.

Families already entangled in state and/or federal programs
such as WIC, Head-Start, AFDC, pre-school and daycare prograns,
etc., are easily located and lassoed into the new PAT formula.
New mo+hers are shown video tapes in hospitals and arrangenents
are +hen made for home visits by a social worker/ change agent.
This social worker, the 'parent educator', has the responsibllity
to ‘bond' herself to the family through freguent home visits mo
they will become comfortable with leaving the young child(ren) in
her care at designated centres.

By intervening in the parent-child relationship through a supply
of free medical care, free nutritional programs, free foodstuffs,
free mental health services and so forth (all paid for by our tax
dollars) the 'parent educators' begin to lay the groundwork for yet
more intervention. Gradually, as the child gets older, services
such as free daycare, free overnight care, and free camps, followed
by free public education - by the age of three for 'at-risk' and not
later than five for 'normal’ children.

This whole icdea of 'early intervention' has been predicated on
two basic groups; the 'socially disadvantaged*' and the "handi-
capped/learning disabled'. We participated briefly in a local
early chilchood intervention program provided 'free' and funded by
a combination of federal, state and foundation monies. What we
discovered was that the program was a 'funnel' for getting parents
and the at-risk child ready for placement in a public school
racility by the age of three years.

I heard fathers in the program 'brag' about how they learned to
let their three-year-old brain-damaged child get on the bus at 7.00
each morning and how the child came to 'love' his participation in
the program.

A growing number of studies indicate that ‘normal’ chilcdren not
only do NOT receive long-term benefits from out-of-the-home daycare
and early childhood intervention programs, but the majority suffer
conziderable emotional disorganisation which can erupt into
‘learning disorders®' from such early separation from their mothers.

Remember, prior o the post-World War II growth in daycare
programs, ADD [attention deficit disorder....Ed], hyperactivity,
dyslexia, and other learning disorders were actually unknown. The
growth of such disorders can be parallelled to the increased
reliance of parents on such daycare and ECI programning.

I+ is our concern that parents who feel they ara 'doing their
best' for +heir handicapped infant by involving themselves with
every description of ECI program may be doing a grave disservice to
the child. I can imagine nothing in God's creation te be 2 satis-
factory substitute for a loving mother with her tencder cars and
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nurturance. In my opinion no amount of 'trained specialist’' effort
will draw from the child what God-given loving kindness can bring
forth in abundance.

Since the social workers are responsible to the state they are
under threat of both fines and imprisonment if they fail to report
anything which might be construed by their superiors as child abuse
or neglect. This 'child abuse' may be nothing more than sound
scriptural chastening and correction. The 'neglect' may be simply
the expressed unwillingness of parents to comply with PAT prograz
guidelines. For example: a child may be determined by 'profess-
ionals® to be 'hyperactive' or 'suffering from ADD'. Without
solicitation of the parent(s)' advice or consent, the PAT
‘professionals' may prescribe drug treatment or therapy for such a
‘disorder' and parents who refusa to permit the drugs to be
administered can be deemed to be 'neglectful' of their children.

Once the spectre of the abuse/neglect charge iz raised, violation
of the 14th Amendment (Due Process) iz almost a certainty. It will
become the parent's burden to ‘prove’ their innocence rather than
the state's responsibility to prove the abuse/neglect charge. After
all, the state has the testimony of 'trained professionals' on the
gide of its charge against the parents!

In addition to the funding from our tax dollars, several major
foundations, such as the Carnegie, Ford, Rockefeller, New World,
Monsante, and others have opted to fund PAT progams as ‘early
childhood intervention' and/or ‘child abuse prevention' nethods -
participating in one or more states. Another source of funding is
a state income tax 'check-off' for the Children's Trust Fund or from
existing state programs such as county extension programs or univer-
sity systems,

PAT has been tied in to education reforms under the umbrella of
the ‘America 2000' plan. This program has found broad acceptance
both in the legislative and education communities, so we must be
constantly vigilant. "

In respsct of the above, the NATHEAN editor offers variocus pleces
of advice, some of which are sensible precautionary measures equally
applicable in this country:

" Learn to rely on your own network of family, trusted friends,
and closely-allied n=ighbours for help and advice.

i Reep social workers, educators and counsallors out of your
homee and lives.

o Be ever vigilant of encroachments on our preciocus liberties
through pending legislation, bureaucratic regulation,government
‘assistance' programs, or legislative or judicial ‘re-defining’
of the term 'fanily"'.

Don't think: "It couldn't happen here”! I can see plenty of evidence
to show it could - that conditionz exist which could foster the growth
of today's unsupported cdogmas into tomorrow's enforced orthodoxy.

1. Over the past few years the Government has carried out educational

‘reforms' which were unwanted by the professionals and some of which
many of their own supporters in Parliament would like to have seen
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dropped or defeszted.

2, There is growing pressure for the provieion of child-care for the
under-threes, and 'proper nursery placement' for three-to-five year
olds (to enable mothers to 'go hack to work')

3. ‘'Handicapped families' are being identified and put on databases.
ostensibly in the interests of 'proviesion of services'. The fact that
you use no services and do not intend to do so is irrelevant. Consent
is not required. Refuszal is not countenanced. (Here you may have
detected an element of perscnal paranoial)

4. TFamilies are suffering becausze of action :aken against them or are
under threat of action due to the false zssumptiong or sheer ignorance
or wrcngheadednsszs of the 'knowledgeable professionals'.

For example, last Autumn I was asked by a family to help secure
the release of their 14 year old cdaughter who had been put into a
rezidental cares home in August 1091,

Her first appearance before the juvenile court (rushed in before
the implementation in Cctober of the Children Act would preclude such
action) was becausze of non-attendance at school, but it was quickly
decided by 'knowledgeable professionals' (several social workers and
education welfare officers and a psychiatrist), that, for various
reasons, living et heme was 'hindering her emotional development'.

nable to justify their basest assumpticns, their case cazme to
rest largely on assertions such 28 “she spent hours alone in her
bedroon' (a teenager with an artistic bent and some younger
=2iblings!), and "there were lots of arguments with her father” (any
parent of a 14 y=ar old amazed by that?). After 8 appearasces in
court she remains in the 'place of safety' (where she has bsen
gexually attacked by a young male resident) despite police (and
family) regquests for her removal.

Her bad situation is made much worse by the limitation of contact
with her family. She was tcld by magistrates 'You are not in care
Decauss you did anything wraong' - but tlhie one gsympathetic lawyer told
me that ths contact allowed (two 135 minute phone calls from Mum, an
hour's vieit from Mum and an hour on Sunday with any three members of
her family) is lese than she would get if shes were in a remand home.

I alse attach blame to the other professionals involved in this
case; the lawyers, the nagistrates, and the dispencere of legal aid -
who first denied, and then delay=d permission to obtain independent
expert witneszsz ('unneceszary', as the court can rely on the profess-
ional judgement of the original experts!)

Thes= are, of course, the very bare bonss of a3 casze in which the
family's circumstances are undeniably tnusual. ©0f those LEAs which
might hava ccnsidered litigation in such a case, few would have gone
dirsct to the juvenile court - gparticularly when they ocught at that
time to be acting within the gpirit of an Act of Parliament which
would disallow such action for non-attendance at school).
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IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT

It seems that most of the queries I receive are prefaced by: "I know

you lose your rights if you have them Statemented...." Or: "The LEA
have told me that even if I take him out they have the right to say
how/what he's taught, because he's Statemented. ..."”

It ie ohvious that many people are still getting the wrong information
about 'Statementing’'.

Therefore many cther people are still GIVING the wrong information.

'l'!!!l"""'I"""I"I’!""'I"'I"',Vl'""'I."""'I'I""I"

2 STATEMENTING DOES NOT AFFECT THE LEGAL RIGHT TO HOME EDUCATE x

'V"V'""'V"Y""V‘V’Y""'V'V".Y"VVV""V'V"“""""‘,'l""

The 19281 Education Act:
__aro=e out of a vision that every child with special neede should be
properly catered for - as far as possible in ‘ordinary’ schools.

. introduced Statements of Special Educational Need so that sufficient
information could be obtained to determine a child's exact 'special’
needs and to specify the provision LEAs should make to meet them.

BUT: They were not intendad to be used as any sort THREAT.
Nor as a way of preventing a fanily from choozing home education.

By amending Section 36 of the 1944 Education Act, the 1981 Act made it
quite obvicus that parents of children with special needs have the
same legal Juty as any other parent:

“i+ shall be the duty of the parent ..... to cause him to receive
efficient Full-tims education suitable to his age, ability, and
aptitude and to any srecial educsational needs he may have..... "

Section 7(2) of the 1981 Act makes it clear that parent's rights are
vnaffected:

®_..Tt shall be the duty of the authority to arrange that the
cpecial provision specified in the statement is made for him
unless his parent has made suitable arrangements.

Some LEAs certainly have missed the point!

""‘"'"11"""l'"""""V"""V"'Y“"’!"V'!'I!"!!"""""

Professionals built the Titanic - amateursz built the Ark........Anon

Many pecple =till zeem to be unaware that you are aentitled %o milk

tovens if you educate a handicapped child st home. Local DSS officers
often deny thie, zaying “oaly if you are on income support™. Not €rue

- you should ask them to obtain form FW 20 for you.

Don't forget that if your "special™ child continues home education
after the age of sixteen you are still entitled to child benefit.

(PR T e TR T T T L S el e
Editor: SYLVIA JEFFS 16 ST.BERNARDS RD. SOLIHULL WEST MIDS BOZ 78B
mrmEEmEsEEaSCSSrSCoCESSS N EESSC ST S S S SSCOCTESCNSSSSEESSSSISERRI=SES
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MIDLANDS ¢

Cambridgeshire: Our group has undergone several changes recently as
several families have moved away. All EO members who
are interested in meeting regularly for workshops/outinga
etc. are invited to come to our house on Thursday 9 April
1.30 - 4pm. Aotivities will be arranged for children.
Anyone who is unable to attend but who is interested in
meeting with our group, please let me know.
Rosie Alderson, co-ordinator, tel: (0223) 210334.

Oxfordshires Severazl families meet most Mondays at Ferry Pool, Marson
Ferry Road, Summertown at 1.30pm. Please join us.
Planned outings are
April 16: Cogges Farm Museum, 1lam.
May 152 Cotswold Wildlife Park, 1lam.
May 29: Shotover Park, 1lam.
June 63 Punting from Wolfson College, 1.45pm.
Ring Alison (0865 513499) to confirm it's on, and for info.

HERTFORDSHIRE

—

As the Herts group keeps on growing quite rapidly, we have now started to

meet more frequently - approximately once a week. One of our receat ueeting:
included 38 people (15 adults and 23 children). We've been visiting a Birds
Hide in Broxbourne, a hands-on exhibition of rocks, fossiles and clays in

St. Albans Museum, Activity World in Hatfield, had two Pottery-making sessions
and various walks in different parts of the county.

For details of our activities, please phone Christine Bassan on 0442 866640.
New members and famllies from other areas are welcome.

Warwickshire: All welcome to join us for the following events...
April: Visit to Coombe Abbey to see the heronry. Date
not yet fixed. Please phone Lesley McKenzie, (0203 318401)
for details.

May 27s Planning meeting to arrange future visits. Weet
at the Cox's at 10.30am. Phone (0926 613619) if further
details are required.

Leicestershire: April: Tues Tth. *Dawn of the Dinosaurs' Exhibition. Meet 11.30
outside New Walk Museum, Leicester fer free entry. Ficnic
afterwerds if fine. Phone Lucy (592118) to book.

Wed. 8th. Swimming at Leicester Leys Leisure Centre-
flume, wave machine, poolside seating. Midday onwards.
Bring lunch. EQ discount.
ilays Thurs 7th: Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle - impressive ruins of
late Medieval castle with 80ft tower & tunnel. Meet 10.30
am. Free E0 admission. Ring Lucy.
Wed. 13th. Swimming - see April.
Fri.22nd- ;ngﬁ. 26tw:Standing Camp at Beaumanor. Tents provided
or up to 40. Wind experiments, building a windmill etc.
Canoeing, abseiling and orienteering. Ceilidh on Sunday.
Day visitors welcome. Ring Liz for more info/booking -
(0530 560460)

17




REGIONAL DIARY: RECIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY:REGIONAL DIARY:

Leicestershire: June: Weds. 10 : Swimming - see April.

Sun. 14th: Meeting at the Charltons' house (Newton
Harcourt) from 12.30. Bring food to share. Visit to
Framework Knitting Museum 2.30pm.

Mon. 22nd: Canoeing followed by bonfire/Barbecue at
Beaumanor - bring appropriate food. Meet 1Qam.

Sun. 28th: Moira Furnace - 19th century blast furnace and
Industrial History trail. Free. Meet 2pm. Afterwards to
Remsays' house.

Thurs 2nd: Tropical Bird Garden, Desford. Ring Liz.

Wed. Oth: Swimming -see April.

Thurs 16ths Tour of Loughborough Bell Foundry and museum,
ring Lucy.

Sun 2nd: Abseiling - short drop am; long drop pm. Followed
by bonfire/barbecue at Beaumanor. Those not wishing to
abseil pm can get fire going etc.

Julys

August:

We are alsc planning to go dry-skiing. Anyone interested
(Leics. or surrounding areas) contact Liz.

REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: RECIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY: REGIONAL DIARY:

Baths New co-ordinator Carole Hayes (0225 339419). Open Learning Group, work-
shops, Resource Centre Group, Zilla (0225 427759).

Bristol: Seed Circle Education Group continues to meet regularly for workshops
and outings. Visitors always welcome. For mailings, send stamps to
Julia Hammond, 25 Dean Lane, Bristol, BS3 1DB.

PROFESSIONAL TUITION IN MATHS AND
FPHYSICS
(Correspondence only)
GCSE and 'A' Level * Work at own pace

FREEDOM in
EDUCATION

for your 64 page DIY guxie to the
liberation of learning

4
N Special rate for EO of 5 per month

Send for Details

¥Mr. R. Freeborn
4 North Fen Road
Melpringham
Sleaford
Lines,
NG34 ORR

Telephones Swaton 218

0

170 Waells Road
Bristol BS4 2AG
(chequen payabie to Libertanan Educaton)
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THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM

On 13th. February at 11.30 a group from EO met Hilary Armstrong MP,
Labour's Front Bench spokesperson for home educators, at the House
of Commons. Originally four of us (Liz Ramsey, Malcolm Hornsby,
Keith Charlton and Jane Lowe) had an appointment to meet Hilary
Armstrong but when she saw cur crowd of supporters she arranged for
us all to meet 1n a committee room upstairs. It was good that
everybody had the opportunity to contribute to the discussion, which
was a civilised affair although 1t was clear that some pecople were
passionately concerned about Labour's proposals.

We covered much the same ground as we had done with Paul Corrigan
and in essence the response which we had from Hilary Armstrong
(hereinafter known as HA) was very similar. To begin the discussion
we raised the guestion of the right of parents to determine their
own curriculum. HA was quick tc emphasise that the child has a
right to a broad and balanced curriculum covering a common core of
subjects and groups of skills which are required by all members of
society. We pointed out that EQO parents want the best for their
children and we emphasised that no-one would deny their child the
opportunity to acquire these skills. The entire concept of a
National Curriculum presupposes that somecne 1n authority shall
decide what is essential for our children to learn. But who
decides? The Government?

Labour's defence of the educatiocnal rights of the child 1s
questionable because children themselves would have no right to opt
out of subjects which they did not wish te study. ©On several
occasions HA referred to the child's right to have access to the
subjects of the National Curriculum, and this was the term which she
used i1nstead of Paul Corrigan's "confronted with knowledge”. When
pressed HA admitted that the notion of "access” did not imply any
element of choice for the child, as the access would be compulsory.
It zeemed to me that we were not really talking about the right of
the child, but rather the right of the Government to impose 1ts own
system of values upon the child.

we moved ¢n to the subject of autonomous educaticn and expressed our
concern that a pattern of learning which appeatred to be unbalanced
in the short term (but not in the Jlonger term) could not fit in with
the demands of the Natienal Curriculum and tts testing. HA appeared
tc be uncomfortable with the concept of autonomous learning as she
attached great importance to the cenventicnal role of the teacher,
and 1 was left with the overwhelming impression that she has very
1ittle understanding of methods of education which are not part of
the standard classroom approach. Later in the discussion we learnt
that HA has no children herself and also that she has never read any
of John Holt's books, and I felt that these two factors would be
likely to give her a perspective that |s different from ours.

On the subject of testing, we pointed out that the diagnosis of
children’'s strengths and weaknesses may be necessary 1n a class af
thirty but i1t is 1rrelevant 1n the home. Parents who are partners
in their children’'s learning are well aware of any problems and they
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take appropriate action. We suggested that it would be helpful to
jeave the existing system of LEA inspections as it is, and we asked
her to consider the possibility of adding the inspection procedure
to the "battery of accepted assessment techniques” proposed by
Labour. She did not dismiss this and added that home educators
would be involved in the setting-up of these testing procedures,

Despite our best efforts on two occasions we have not succeeded in
finding out any more about the proposed content of Labour’s
curriculum, although much was said about "subject frameworks" and
flexibility. Does “Maths" mean any maths? 1 can't believe that we
would all be allowed to study different things within the compulsory
subjects because it would only be possible to administer standard
tests if pupils’ knowledge were restricted to certain areas.

We expressed our concern that school phobic children and others who
had failed at school would find that the pressures of the National
curriculum were intclerable, but HA did not accept that this would
be a problem. She felt strongly that all subjects should be
available to everyone, and remarked upon the degree of resentment
among some older people who had been deemed unfit to study certain
subjects at school. She saw the study of the whole curriculum as an
enabling experience for children with special needs, and she
presented it as a means of boosting the self-esteem of those who had
failed. I was astonished at the sheer lack of realism in these
comments. By all means Jlet children have access to the full range
of subjects - but what can possibly be gained from forcing a child
to study something which they loathe? How can you boost the
self-confidence of a child by compelling them to study a foreign
language when they are struggliing to 1mprove their grasp of English?
The notien of compulsory subjects for all reminds me of the
attitudes of past generations of parents to feeding their chiidren.
How many of today’'s parents still force chiidren to eat up their
cabbage because it will do them good? If a child doesn't like
cabbage, forcing them to eat it is likely to cause a life-long
aversion to the vegetable. The same principle holds gooed for
education. Motivation is the most critical factor in all learning,
and a child's interest cannot be awakened by force.

It was clear that HA has no real understanding of schocl phobia
aither. As an example of language teaching aimed at the least able,
she told us about a visit that she had made to a school for children
who were not able to cope with mainstream education. She described
the children's French-style bar and she related how the children had
greeted her 1n French. We were quick to explain that the children
to whom we were referring are so shattered that they are not capable
of even zattending a unit of this type. She made no response.

HA stated that it is up to the 1magination of teachers of damaged
children to present subjects in an interesting and non-threatening
way. When pressed on the matter of children who would find science
and a fereign language an impossible burden HA said that we should
be able to present what we do with them 1n terms of the National
curriculum. For example, talking about our bodies and looking at
plants would be classed as the study of Science, and she accepted
that some children would not progress beyond Level 1| in this
subject. I took this Lo be a hint that there may be ways of
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satisfying the NC criteria on a minimal level, but I imagine that it
could be hard to satisfy the LEA if the test results for children
with problems did not come up to national standards.

We concluded with a discussion of the situation of parents who may
have deeply-felt objections on moral grounds to parts of the NC. We
stated that parents had a fundamental human right to educate
according to their own religious and philosophical convictions, and
we referred to groups who have chosen te live according to their own
values as do the Amish community. HA's answer portrayed Labour as
the champion of the child's right to information and she i1nsisted
that the children of such communities should be given information as
a means of escape from them. We pointed out that even in a closed
community it was impossible for any child to remain 1n total
jgnorance of the rest of society, so the present system respects the
right of parents to live according to their convictions and transmit
to their children the ideas which they value.

In my view the meeting revealed that HA has no real understanding of
the theories and practices of home education despite the fact that
she said that she has friends who educate their children at home.
The overriding concern seems to be to "fit home education into a
framework” whereas all who know anything about it realise that it
owes its very existence precisely to the fact that it does not fit
into any framework. Home education should be assessed by criteria
which are separate from those which are applied to schools because
it bears no resemblance to the school system.

x * * * * * * * * e *

Quite a number of members have contacted their prospective Labour
pParty candidates and some of these have expressed their support for
our opposition to the National Curriculum plans. PLEASE KEEP UP THE
PRESSURE - WRITE NOW IF YOU HAVEN'T DONE SO ALREADY! Many thanks to
all who have written.

* * * * * * * * * * *

A fina) thought from Colin Hodgetts (of the Small School, Hartland):
"It 1s my argument that the nature of education 1s such that there
never has, never can, and sc never will be agreement on what 1ts
content is, or how it is best carried out; that what 1s called the
child-centred approach has an 1mpressive history; that poor
motivation hinders learning more than anything else and therefore
the teacher needs the freedom to choocse the method and content most
likely Eo improve 1t...4Any attempt to 1mpcse a single approach or
svetem does violence to the values and wishes of a significant
sectran of soctety,” (From his lecture "As 1f children
matter,..S5chonle for Tomorrow' )

Jane |Lowse, © Elm Bardens, Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6RX 0707 390070

s
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~ ADYERTS ~

ISLES OF SCILLY

farm for EQ families interested in
ecology/self-sufficiency/crafts/
fishing trips/animals/alternative
living. Local wildlife 'safaris’,
RSPE walks and history toursj
diving and sailing tuitionj; course
in leatherwork/shoemaking. Chalet
overlooks islands, 2 minutes from
unspoilt sandy beaches. Boat
available. Low-price working
holidays for students. Hand-made
leather shoes and boots for all
the family.

Lerge SAE to Jenny Morton,

Little Arthur Green Ferm,

St. Martin®'s, Isles of Scilly,
Cornwall TR25 OWL

Self-catering accomodation on island

Comfortable, well-eguipped 6-berth
caravan on organic smallholding in
beautiful County Clare. Fresh farm
produce, fishing, birdwatching, or
just relaxing in peaceful country-
side.

Alan & Terri, Faha, Caher,

Co. Clare, Ireland.

Tel: 010-353-619-25319

L

My Tables Box
Frustrated by the effort required to

teach my own children their
multiplication and division tables I
produced My Tables Box. It proved so
successful with my family and friends
that I am now selling it commercially.

It is a fun learning kit based on self-

correcting sum cards stored in & tray,
which enables the user to concentrate
solely on the sums thzt have not yet
been mastered. The RRP is £3.99 and
My Tables Box is now available from
John Lewis and WH Gmith stores or by
mail order from Avanti Books,
Stevenare (0438 350155). For further
information and stockists contact
Jane Farry on 0462 3114%5.

FUN LEARNING KiTs

HOUSE FOR SALE:

We are an EQO family end our neighbours
are selling their house, an old keeper's
cottage, just down the road. We have
absolutely no financial interest in
the sale but we wondered if there
might be another family, (especially
if they have children anywhere near
2 years and 6 years old!) who were
considering moving to Hampshire, If
80, please call us and we can give
further details.

Julian and Elizabeth Langinger,

Tel: 0730 829600,

"LEARNING BY LETTER"
with Dr. Brian Williamson.
NMATHEMATICS clearly explained
using pictures, words, numbers
and symbols.
To-the-point handwritten and
hand-drawn responses to the
yuestions you raise. Exercises
designed to meet your needs!
For more details write to
Dr. Brian Williamson, “"Lezrning
by Letter", 46 Wellington Road,
New Brighton, Merseyside, L45 2%G.
Or phone 051 639 3744

FOR SALE

"Multilink" complete set,
for use as &an aid to
teaching mathematics to
young children. 250 only.
Tels 0272 550301.

MUZZY -BBC WORLD SERVICK FRENCH
VIDEO LANGUAGE COURSE FOR CHILDREN.

Does anyone have this who wants to
sell it - or can give us any feed-
back about using it pledgse. Contact
Sue, 31 Silvergate, Blickling, Norfolk,
NR11 6NN. Tel: 0263 733630
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MORE ABS... ..

Cottage to rent in South West France HOUSE EXCHANGE WANTED:

(Lot) in the most beautiful Cele 15 theve anyone in Wrexhms/Mola/

Valley; on organic farm run by Chester/South .
= port or surrounding
vegetarian EO family. Holiday lets areas who would like to exchange

or longer stays, more info. from: council accomodation for & two-
Edie : Chr1351°1uagstaff' bedroom council house in Scotland?
Tels 65.40.73.4 OR: Does anyone know of private
rented accomodation available
with reasonable rent in the same
HELP YOUR CHILD WITH HANDWRITING: areas?

. Flease help - I want to move
A parents guide and childrens workbook closer to my family.

to help with cursive writing. Suitable 1 0888 6282
for beginners and those changing from felephousy <081
print to cursive.

- 1'11 phone you back! -

£3.95 plus 50p postage.
Martin Evans, 16 Thistle House, ‘*

Dee Street, London E14 OFD.

CHILDRENS AUDIO-CASSETTES

Multiplication Tables; The Alphubatf Counting; Primary French;
Musical Sounds of the Orchestra; Nursery Rhymes/Songs;
The Calendar; Party Games/Songs; Adventures of Gumdrop
CHILDRENS CLASSICS: Tom Sawyer, Pinocchio, Heidi, Moby Dick;
Pied Piper; Jungle Book; Robin Hood.

£ 2.95 each (post. 60p, subsequent tapes 30p)
Refund if dissatisfied. Send SAE for list of other interesting products
Martin Evans, 16, THISTLE HOUSE, DEE STREET, LONDON, E.14 OPD

10  LET

3-bed cottage in beautiful Staffs/Sarops.
countryside in excha.ge for help with 2zed
gentlemen. EO family nearby:07352-851150




This letter came in from Sue Nixon, in Newquay, Cornwall: DOGWHELK SURVEY 1992:

Since 1986 the Marine Conservation Society and the Institute of Biology,
with Department of the Environment funding have been monitoring the dogwhelk
population of the UK.

Thie has been undertaken by volunteers to assess the extent of the Nucella
Papillus (dogwhelk) populations and to determine their population structure.

The survey showed the effect of TBT (Tributyl tin - used in anti-fouling
paints on boats) contamination on dogwhelks. Although of no commercial value,
the dogwhelks are useful as pollution indicators, because they stay on one area
of shore all their life. They are very sensitive to TBT and there has been a
dramatic decrease in their numbers on certain shores.

We volunteered last year to take part in this survey; it was very
interesting and helped with many skills - OS5 map reading, tidal observations,
measuring and observing the dogwhelks and recording the information.

More volunteers are needed for the 1992 survey, so if you live around the
coast and would like to take part please contact:

Cait Laretto, Marine Conservation Society, 9 Gloucester Road, Ross-on-Wye,

Herefordshire, HR9 5BU.

They will be sending out details of the 1992 survey during May.

..ﬂ,ll’l’.ﬁ.ﬁﬂll'ﬂ*ﬂRQ'.«!I“QG**.’!!I“Q}

SCHOOL FHOBIA:
Dear EO Reader,
1 have been a member of EQ for over five years and am now studying Education at
Middlesex Polytechnic in North London. For this, my final year, I have decided
to do a thesis on School Phobia. I feel very strongly about this subject as I
have witnessed the suffering my brother had to go through before he was taken
out of school in 1986.
I urgently need to hear of other members' experiences, either directly as
sufferers of school phobia themselves, or indirectly through a family member.
If anyone would be willing to help me by filling in a questionnaire, I would
be very grateful; complete anonimity will be ensured.
Flease ring one of the following numbers so that I can post the questionnaire
to you. All postage costs will be covered by me.
Thankyou for your co-operation,
Victoria Pitt. 0402 750745 West Midlands.

081 882 5467 London.
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Learnmng from frome-based educa-
tron, an Education Now special
report, edited by Roland Meighan,
1992, ISBN 1-871526-06-X; is a col-
lection of interesting articles, some of
which were writisn by E.O. members.
| partisutarly liked Roland's own arti-
cle, WNewver roo fale (o fearn fo ea-
cate, which containrs some powerful
answers to the question. "Does it
work?”, and lists the lessons learned
from researching home-based educa-
tion, This book is well worth reading,
and if it were £3.00 I'd buy copies to
send to all my friends, but at £5.00
for just 50 pages, | hesitate. Pity
about the large number of typogra-

phical errors.
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Books wanted
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Second-hand -
Ladybird: Addition Made Easy
Division Made Easy

Everyday Writing, Ruth Fagg, all

volumes.
Christina Eastwood, 27 Ruthin Road,
Bwlchgwyn, Nr. Wrexham, Clwyd.
LL11 5UT
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Ginn Reading Scheme Books,
Cuisenaine Rods - for sale or lend
if anyone has any.

Please contact: Agnes Lygate,

Flat 1, 116 Oakfield Road, Penge,
Lomdon SE20.
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S uggestion

Do other ECQers find, like me, that
often the books they want are out
of print? Would it be a good idea
if we had a spot in the newsletter
where we could advertise for sale
or exchange any books we've
finished with, or where we could
advertise our wants?

Christina Eastwood.

Books and Resources:
further to the supplement...

1. The magazine 7z#4 About Learnmg
will no longer be published after one
last issue, however, Earl Stevens is
writing a book, which should be worth
waiting for. If you would like to obtain
a copy of 7 AL, do write direct to
the address in the supplement,

2. Helen Hegener, publisher of Aome
Eucation Magazine has written to
say that the yearly subscription for
E.O. members is now $42 instead of
$48, and that If we wish to take out a
joint subscription to reduce postal
costs, it could be even cheaper. Let
me know If you are interested.

3. Ted Wade, editor of Hame Schoo/
Manual says, "l think you could have
misread my statements about
parents’ limitations... | had In mind
most university courses (topics) and
some high school courses. People
can and do learn In these areas
without professional teachers, but, in
my opinion, not efficiently. Books or
correspondence courses are partial
exceptions, of course.”

4. Due to the amount of interest in
How to write a low coslno cost
curticiinn  for your home sohoo/
eid | have ordered some copies
from the publisher. If you would like
1o obtain one, contact me. 77e lree
s ar rome by H. and S. Bichman is
available from me until July.

5. There will be another supplement
on books and other resources soon,
so please send me your recommen-
dations and brief reviews a.s.a.p!

Sarah Taylor. 23 Whitley Road.
London. N17 6RJ. Tel: 081 808 3200
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Chairperson’s  Report

Annual General Meeting held at Cliff College Derbyshire on Saturday 1st February
1992,

Treasurer's Report:

Mike Cook reported that income for the year 1990/91 was up on previous years.
This facilitated the funding of National Home Education Dzy in October, the
subsidising of nationsl gatherings and the resourcing of publicity.

However, Mike zdvised caution in the light of these expenditures and the
recession.

Fublicity Officer:

Jane Lowe has discovered from her MEF that the Eurcpean Parliament has no
powers to interfere in the education policies of member states, indicating
that rumours of home education being illegalised throughout the European
Community were unfounded,

Other organisations are mobilising to work against the Lzbour Farty's plans

to impose the National Curriculum across the bosrd. The Human Scale Education
Movement is considering a link-up campaign between interested parties,
including the small school in Hartland and Education How as well as EO.

Jane reported on the success of publicity for EC through newspapers, freelance
journalists, local and national radio znd television.

She feels a need for specially designed publicity material, specifically aimed
at the media, that could be faxed.

Jane has asked for information on EC to be included in the Fzrents' Charter;
the DES has not yet replied.

Membership Secretary:

Valerie Gommon told us that EO's membership has increased by more than a
hundred in the past year to 2,278 member families.

The breakdown of numbers of young people is as follews: &23 'rre-school’ age;
1042 'infant' age of whom 329 are declared home-educated; 1162 primary school
age, 514 declared at home; 1039 secondary school apge, 533 ueclared at home.
The meeting agreed that a standard letter be sent to new members to reduce the
workload of membership secrctaries.

Velerie informed us that she would like to pass on the jobt of Membership
Secretary. Contact her if you are interested.

Co-ordinators' Secretary:

Stephanie Futcher reported thet Cleveland, Cheshire and Lincolnshire zre
without co-ordinztors and thet Devon and Cwynedd may soon ke in the sazme
rosition. Scotland is full of holes.

Stephanie expressed her appreciation of the good work that co-ordinatsrs are
doing - getting well-informed znd acting on their own thinkine and judgements.

Fuklications Co-ordinator:

Lynne Greenhough rerorted that we are currently distributing 2,500 newsletters
per lssue at a cost of £20U1 to print and £600 to post.

Lynne told us of & disturbing event regarding the ren-pals sectisa of the
Vewsletter. Some young people who have given information about themselves in
asking for pen-pals have received telephone calls from - man seekine contact
with them. -he meeting azrecd that letiers could he gezt wvie Innie,
awm ‘erwarded where tils vas requested.

Enquiries Secretary:
Sarah Tzylor reported a considerable increase in the mumber of enjuiries, an
indication of the Fublicity Officer's effectiveness.

Legal Group:

Rob Wade reported that increasing numbers of members are prepared to deal with
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LEAs, though he and Anne still get routine enquiries, even from experienced
co-ordinators.

Two Legal Workshops were held in 1991, one in Welwyn Garden City and one for
New Age Travellers. Two workshops are planned for 1992, one in Essex (organiser
Sandie Cottie) and one in the East Midlands (organiser Lucy Charlton).

Rotation of Directors:

Lesley Kilbride and Rob Wade resigned as directors. Mike Cook, Liz Ramsay,
Gordon Ramsay and Pam Stevenson stood down and were re-elected. Sarah Taylor
was elected as a director.

Concern was expressed about the eligibility of directors who do not attend
meetings and are not involved in the running of EO.

Lucy Charlton has replaced Lesley Kilbride as Publications Director for a
pericd of one year while the situation of Publications Co-ordinator/Director
is reviewed.

Rotation of Steering Committees

Wike Cook resigned from the Steering Committee and Eleanor Stapleton was
elected. The Steering Committee now comprises Liz Ramsay, Eleanor Stapleton
and Keith Charlton, with Jane Lowe and Peter Edwards (vice-chairperson) as
back-ups.

Appointment of Auditorss:
Mike Cook spoke of his dissatisfaction with Reeves and Neylan and the meeting
authorised him to find new auditors.
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CONTACT LIST...

Tt was decided at the Members Meeting on 1st. Feb., '_.2 to postpone publishing
the 1992 Contact List until June. This is partly because of a large stock of
the 1991 edition and partly to postpone the large payment involved to a little
later in the year.

Could everyone PLEASE check their entries and update with Bob Emmett (see
inside back cover of any newsletter for his Norwich address). There was also
discussion concerning the listing of names in the Contzot List. 4 decision

is to be made at the next meeting (April 25th) whether to revert to the original
system of simple alphabetical listing. If you have strong views on the subject
do write to me as soon as possible, Another controversial subject was the
exclusion of nom-home educating families from the Contact List.

Bruce Wallace, 25 Diabeg, Achnasheen, Ross-shire.




Members’ meeting of Education Otherwise Assn.Ltd.

To be held at Featherstone Castle, Northumberland, on Saturday 25th April at 10am.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA:

1. Quorum.

2. Apologies.

3. Minutes.

4. Matters arising.

95« Childrens' Pages.

6. Steering Committee Report.
7. Future Venues.

AOB

Any member wishing to add an item to the
above agenda should do so by writing to
the General Secretary as soon as possible.
Anyone doing so should either attend the
meeting, or send as much information as
possible, to enable the item to be
discussed in their absence. Any members
unable to attend the meeting, who would
like to express their opinions on any
items on the agenda, may do sc by writing
to the General Secretary.

Copies of the minutes of all meetings are available on request from the General
Secretary: Pam Stevenson, 25 Wyndham Road, Dover, Kent CT17 OBEH.
Tels 0304 210997.
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members’ meeting held at Cliff College on Saturday

February 1st.

Structure of Education Otherwises

Lucy Charlton reported that committee set up to look into possible alternative
structures for EO have been gathering information but cannot yet offer concrete
proposals. Stephanie Futcher suggested that the research so far had led to four
options: a) to stay as we are; b) to stay as a Limited Company but have every
member a signed-up member; c) to scrap what we've got and become a different
body, eg an Industrial and Frovident Society; or d) to stay as a Limited
Company but obtain Charitable Status.

The general feeling of the meeting seemed to be that whichever option we
eventually decide on must ensure egual membership and equal voting rights for
all EO suscribers and must accomodate the diversity and interests of zll
members.

Other views were that the preseat structure works well enough and that the
present structure was hastily established when EO was a much smaller
organisation and that we have outgrown it.

The Committee will report fully in the Newsletter.

Future Venues:

Featherstone Castle 23rd-30th April.

High Close Youth Hostel, Lake District 10th-17th September.

Volunteers are needed to organise a winter gathering. 3Suggested venues are
Cliff College (Derbyshire) or Peaumanor Hall (Leicestershire).

Lib Ed:

The meeting agreed on a donation of £50 to Lib Ed to assist the publication
of two new books.

Fact Facks:

Liz Ramsay reported on the usefulness of Fact Packs in publicity for National
Home Education DJay. They work well in their present format as specific
material cen be selcted and easily displayed.

The meeting was unable to determine how many Fact Facks will be needed in the
future. .e shall therefore continue to photocopy them as the need arises.

Contd. on next page...
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EO Fublicztions:

Bruce Wallace reported that SINC is in short supply but that the revised issue
will be ready soon. There are sufficient stocks of Early Years. Malcolm Hornsby
and Julie Lyons have agreed to work on a revised and updated edition of Later
Years.

Membership Cardst

Concern was expressed that Membership Cards (which give reduced or free
admission to certain museums etc.) are used by EO families whose children are
in school and that these cards should benefit only those out of school.

On the other hand it was argued that the cards should benefit all EO members,
including those who are educated in the system, as this is the only benefit
these families get from their membership.

It was pointed out that there are families with children both in and out of
school. The final decision was that implementing a card scheme that excludes
children in school would be impractical.

Folitics and Campaigns:

The meeting agreed that EO's views should be made known to these involved in the
European Farliament's discussions about education. A sample letter has been
prepared to guide members who wish to write to their MEF.

A similar letter has been prepared for members to write to Labour Farty
Parliamentary candidates to veice our concerns about the imposition of the
National Curriculum.

GCSE Survey:
Jane Lowe has been asked for information about the numbers of EQO children

taking GCSE and said that she felt such information might be useful for
publicity.

Several people volubly expressed their concern at zany suggestion that exzm
passes zre the primary measure of success in education. At the same time it
was accepted that success in formal qualifications proves that being educated
at home does not prevent young people from passing exams.

Jane assured the meeting that she would exercise great caution in dealing with
requests for this information and would always emph&sise that the success of
education depends on many things not connected with exams or qualifications.

Voice Mail:

EO has been offered a Voice Mail machine. Nobody, it seemed, was quite sure
what this is, but the little information we have suggests that it's a glorified
answering machine, The meeting agreed to accept the offer and then discover the
possibilities of the machine.

vontact List:

Many members have been unhzppy about the format of the Contact List. It was
2greed to return to & straightforward alphabetical listing with members listed
according to their LEZ razther than their county.

It was also agreed that the new Contact List be delayed until June to allow
for updates and to save costs.

Jopies of the Minutes of the AGM and of the Members' ¥eeting are aveilutle

from the General Secretary.
Keith Charlton.




MUSEUM CARD UPDATE

IMFORTANT! IF YQU USE A MUSEUM CARD READ THIS: Free admission for EOQ members to

Museums and Heritage sites has been negotiated and granted on the basis that we
are 'home-educating' and that our children have no access to these facilities
through school. It has therefore been decided that from now on Museum Cards
will only be issued to families with children who are educated out of school.
With this new ruling it is vital that you make sure that your membership details
are up-to-date and that children who are being home-educated are shown as such.
CHECK YOUR CONTACT LIST DETAILS NOW! If your details need updating, send your
amendments as soon as possible to: Bob Emmett, 148 Gunton Lane, Norwich, Norfolk,
NRS OAQ.

If your family is eligible for a Museum Card and you would like one, please

send a sae to Bob at the above address. there is no need to enclose a note,
Just mark the top left hand corner of your envelope 'Wuseum Card'. Likewise,
wWhen you renew your subscription (or when your yearly standing order payment is
due) send Bob an sae to receive your card.

On presentation of the EO Museum Card you can obtain free admission to the
following museums:

The Science Museum, Exhibition Road, London SWT 2DD. Tel: 071-%38-8222,

(Fresent your card at any admission point.)

The National Railway Museum, Leeman Road, York, Y02 4XJ. Tel: 0904621261.
(Present your card at admission point.)

The Natural History/Geology Museums, Cromwell Road, London SW7. Tel: 071-938-9123
(Present your card at the informetion desk and sign in.)

You &lso need to present your EO Museun Card for free access to:

The Royal Botanic Cardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW) 3AB. Tel: 081-940-1171.
However, they also have other admissions procedures that you must use. These ares
1) If you know in advance when you are going to visit Kew you should write into
or phone the Enquiry Unit to arrange for a voucher to pick up 2t an appropriate
gate on the morning of your arrival. On arriving at the gate in guestion you
should show your membership card and receive the free entry voucher.

2) If you decide on the day that you are visiting Kew, you should phone the
Enquiry Unit (ext.4623$ and advise them. They will prepare a voucher that you
will be able to pick up from 37 The Green (just before the Mzin Gate) and enter
the gardens.

By using the official educational visit forms and pre-booking, EO families can
Obtain free admission to the sites operated by the following Heritage
Organisationss

CADW Welsh Historic Monuments, Brunel House, Cardiff CF2 1UY., Tel: 0222 4635511,
(For information on the CAUWN sites, acopy of their letter granting EQO free
educational access and a booking form please send 40p to cover photo-copying
and & SAE to the address at the bottom of this article.)

English Heritage, Feysizn House,42% Oxford Street, London WIR ZHD. Tel:071-473-3000
(For = copy of English Heritage's 'Information for Teachers' booklet which has
full details of their sites and a booking form write to: Fen Glea, the
Education Service Administrator at the above address.

Historic Scotland, 20 Brandon Street, Edinburgh, EH3 5RA. Tel: 031-244 3037.

For information on the Historic 3cotland sites and a booking form sena 30p and a
SAE to the address at the end of this article.

NORFOLK RESIDENTS ONLY: EO children (and one accompanying adult) who reside in

Worfolk can obtain free admission to the sites operated by Norfolk Museums
Service. 3Send 10p and an sae for details.

Information sheets are available from: Paul Bentley, 83 Manor Fark, London
SE13 5RA. Tel: 081-852 1563.
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F Where to get what. ﬂ

The following publications are available from: Bruce and Christine Wallace,
25b Diabeg, Achnasheen, IV22 2NE. Frices include p&p to UK. Please make
cheques or postal orders payable to ‘Education Otherwise'.

»

*

School is not Compulsory (new edition due BOON)e o o o o & & s o o v o £2450
A guide to your rights.

Early Years (edition noe 5)s o o o o o o s o o ¢ o o o s o 0 o 0 w00 £2.50
Learning suggestions for the under- twelves.

Later Years. « « « s o s ¢ s » @l e e w e e s ee e & @ W @0 v IE2650
Learning for older children, plus GCSE.
Teach Your Own, by John Holte o & s o & o o o s « o o o s o o s = =« » £3.85
Philosophy of Home Education.

Learning all the Time, by John Holts « & ¢ o« s ¢ o 6 o v o v s o o o » £4.50
A practical guide covering reading, writing, numbers, science and music,

as well as the wider issues of the nature of learning and parental
involvement.

School's out, by Jean Bendell. o o o & o o« o o o = & s o = = o o o o = £5.95
A good how and why book by an EO membe and long-term Home Educator.

EO newsletters: Back copies from 1989-1990. « « & « « « + » o+ « seachil1.00

EQ newsletters: Bargain Basement - our selection of any four copies
from 1987=1988: o o v » s e oo v v o 5 o0 w.m w o o L1450

Newsletter Digest: « » « « = & o a o Wl w ¥ s s w R1wHO

A ninety-page selction of the best from

1982-1986.
Growing without Schooling - the newsletter of EQ's parallel organisation

in the USA. Six issues per year (starting March). From Barbara Sheppard,
+8 (ueen Katherine Street, Kendal, Cumbria, LA 706 « « + + « « - +» £ 12,00

EO Stationary: note-paper, re-use labels, forms, leaflets and handbills
from Luey Charlton, 2 Wistow Lane, Newton Harcourt, Leics. LES OFT.

EO Childrens' cards: these are personal ID cards to show that you are being
legitimately home-educated. To get your card, send a SAE to William Rust,
8 Church End, Gamlingay, Beds. SG19 3EP.

LEARNING LINK is a non-profit-making EO family run resource which can enable
You to purchase Educational Computer hardware at discount prices available to
Schools. The latest catalogue which includes Acorn, Apple, Atari, Cambridge,
Commodore, IBM computers, Research Machines, Modems from Facey electronic
musical instruments from Casio, Yamaha and Roland; Logo, scheme softwzre and
books are available from: LEARNING LINK, 83 Manor Fark, London SE13 SR4.
Catalogue price: £1.50.

ALL PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY

WANTED :Newstetter & Supplement

Supplements can be on the practicalities of a curriciilim subject or on a
much wider/looser subject that you feel might be of interest to members.
Flease contact Lynne Greenhough, Publications Co-ordinator, 18 Park Street,

Alfreton, Derbyshire DE5 TJE.
...EDITORS

..



GENERAL ENQUIRIES:
CHAIRPERSON
GENERAL SECRETARY:
TREASURER$
DIRECTOR OF

FUBLICATIONSs

ONE-PARENT
FARILY CONTACT:

SPECIAL NEEDS)

EDUCATION OTHERWISE OFPICERS

36 Kinross Road, Leamingtion Spa, Warwickshire CV3iZ2 7EP.
HELFLINE: 0926 586528

Keith Charlton, 2 Wistow Lane#, Newton Harcourt, Leics.

LES OPT. Tel: 0533 532118

Pam Stevenson, 25, Wyndham Road, Dover, Eznt. CT17 OBH.
Tels 0304 210997

Michael Cosk, 34 Beacon Ro=d, Herne Bay, Kent. CT6 6DJ.

Tels 02273 67059

Lucy Cherliten, 2 Wistow Lwne, Yewton Marcourt, Leiocs.
LES OPT. Tels 0533 592118

Jenny Blower, 154 Athelstan
™35 SJE. Tely 0424 722720

Sylvis Jeffe, 16 St. Bernard's Roasd, Solihpll, W. Midlands
BY2 TBB. Tels 021 TOE 6460

Boad, Hastings, East Sussex.

FUBLICATICNS Lynne Oreeahough,; 18 Perk Street, Alfyeton, bDerbyshire.

CO-0ORDINATOR: DES TIE. Tels 0773 836662

PUBLICITY OFFICER: Jane Lowe, 5 Elm Gardens, Welwyn Garden City, Herta.
AL3 BRX, Tels G707 250070

CO=-ORDINATORS' Stephanie Putcher, 50 Sprinzfield Avenue, Chesterfield.

SECRETARY : 340 1EL. Telz Q246 239048

ST ESCRIFTION Bob Emmei, 143 Guniten Lane, Jorwich, Sorfolk, #4735 Dhu.

RENEWALS/ Tels 0603 TATBES

ADDRESS CHANGES/

MENMBERSHIF LISTS: “4.0.':.'

SCHOOL. £0RIC SUPPORTI engulries to dena. Sece Pawl Bvevengon (7, %

REGIONAL ENLUIRIES SECRETARIES:

REGIONAL NEFBERSHIF

CHILOLINEs

03800 1111

EAST ANGLTA:
NITLA DS

jandi Cottee

M 1ldan

9268 133259
Topi 0322 414956

THE NORTH: Fick & Jennis White Q)69 23544
STOTLAND Frends Holliday 0786 232842
WALES: ¥iryam Funh 0269 361069

LONUOY ¢ Glensvieve Eridgeman 0B 1420267

S.EAST & SOWEST: Saran Taylor 051 3043200

SECREPARTES 2
SCOTLARL &
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oua8 511247
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Uavid Pettie 0843 533260

Keryl Cumins
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WALEn & MIDLANSSs Gillian Marely
LONDUON & HOM: COUMNTIES:

HEL¥ LIRES

KIUSCAFRE: 071 4580488
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educaticin
otherwise

Education Otherwise is a membership organization
which provides support and information for families
whose children are being educated outside school,
and for those who wish to uphold the freedom of
families to take proper responsibility for the
education of their children.

Our principle aims are to:
¢ encourage leaming outside the school system;

¢ reaffirm that parents have the primary
responsibility for their children’s education and
that they have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educating them out of school;

¢ establish the primary right of children to have
full consideration given to their wishes and
feelings about their education.

For further information send an A5 s.a.e. to:

Education Otherwise
36 Kinross Road,
Leamington Spa,

Warwickshire,
CV32 7EF

Printed by! Argratfdy Arlon, Penygroes, Casrnarfon. Tel (0286) 8680322
@ This is printed on 100% recycled paper




