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THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATIONARE THOSE OF THE CONTRIBUTORS AND NOTNECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITOR, OR OFEDUCATION OTHERWISE AS A WHOLE.
EACH ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER I$ EDITED BYA DIFFERENT VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF EDUCATIONOTHERWISE AND ITS PRIMARY PURPOSE IS 10elt COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT BETWEEN
 

Tf you would like to edit the Newsletter,oa please write toar telephone:
YN N _ 18 Fark Street,on, ire DES WETel: 773) 836662   

EDUCATION OTHERWISE IS A COMPANY LIWITEDBY GUARANTEE AND IS A CHARITABLE TRUSTCHARITY NUMBER 292029

The Editor for the October Newsletter is:
Iat chilhampton, Devizes,Kaa "Ue RUTTel: (038 086) 470

The Supplement Editor for Special Needs is:
pte JETSards RoadSolahull B92 7BBTel: (21) 706 6460
aaeline for submissions: 1$1 SEPTEMBER
ease send contributions to the Editormarked clearly “FOR PUBLICATION’ includingyour full name, address and telephone nusberon each submission sent,

Further notes for contributors
1, lease submit by the deadline,
2, Please write or type your materialclearly and indicate if you do not wish yourcontribution to be retyped otherwise theeditor will mee and wake minorcorrections of spelling, punctuation etc,Naterial of the wrong size faint print maywell have to be vetyped anyway.
3, If you are referring to a previousarticle or letter please include reference ofnewsletter number and date,
4, Feel free to make suggestions aboutarticles you would like to see in thenewsletter or supplements,
§, Advertisements are accepted (when spacepermits) from members if they are ofinterest to EO in general, at 1ép a word

aloes pages are edited bu:
8 Wy pes: Llanelli, Dyfed aesgias,Hales SAIS

 

 



 
Exitorial

Here we go again, just over a year on.Tine flies and not much changes, I and thechildren are one year older but thequestioning and the doubts persist. Perhapsthey always will? Maybe this is why Ienjoy editing the Newsletter, I find thatfor every concern/worry I have someoneelsehas had, or is having a similar crisis ofconfidence,
Editing has been an infinitely lessfrustrating and tipe-consuming task thesecond time round. For one, I have become,as they say, computer literatell In that, Ihave to agree with Terri Shoosmith, Asadults we perhaps have less confidence whenapproaching something new, but there is suchto be said for leaving learning a skill untilit is needed,
One EOer laughed last year on hearing mydifficulties editing with a month old (sheedited with an 18month old), Well, I haveto agree with her = an L8month old cancause far more havoc, He took a particularliking to the “News from the Regions” notes!Qh yes, we had funl!
I hope you will find much to interest youin this N/L, It is very word-intensive butthere are a lot of thought provokingarticles, Let's just hope you do not gettoo much eye=strain trying to read it!
May I say thankyou to all the contributorsto this N/L for sending their articlesbefore the deadline, 98% of the materialarrived on time, This is not a ‘slap on thewrist’ to those who rang/wrote at the lastminute. I mean to sau, where would we bewithout a little bit of last minute panicand juggling?!
Finally, a big thankyou to my children for:a) the advice and direction regardingheading style and clip-art. And to Philipfor the front coverb) for keeping out of the way whenJmade ahash of several pages (Did I say I was

 

computer literate?) and for occupying the
babu,
 

A full version of the ‘Accused of Abuse’article can he obtained from -Chris Sempers, 17 Melton Fields, Brickyardtame ti Forriby, North Humberside
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DON'T FORGET 10 DO YOUR BIT FORHOME-EDUCATION DAY
SEE PAGES: 6, 26 AND 23je    

 

 

 



 

 
- Thursday 24th October: Projection Roow atFVEGIONA Neos the Point Cinema, Milton Keynes = a Lookbehind the scenes

Any offers/suggestions for future outingsfi a i Please contact Valerie Common on@308 511247
DufedJohn, Sally, Ewma, Julian, Mike, Lindsey andchildren welcome Dufed ROers to an Equinoxgathering at Cw Rhaffau, Sarnau, Nr

Avon
Abergarth(?) on Sunday 2@nd Septeaber,Please bring a lunch to share and fabrics,The Bristol Seed Circle continues to meet scissors etc and together we can wake aseveral times each week for workshops, harvest time applique wall hanging Tel.outings, play and entertainment. Members 0239 SLLfrom other areas and visitors alwaus welconeban hone a“neea 0272 ne Kentether information or to receive mailingssend an SAK to Poppy Creen, 1§ Bellevue, Sunday Ist September: Open house at HalesClifton, Bristol B88 ty Place, High Halden, Ne Ashford from Lam.Ideas so far include building a (temporary)BMX track in the field, a tree house orBerkshire Some swings and things in the woods, BringWednesday {lth September: t@an = 3pm wood, ropes, bikes ete, Lots of space andPottery workshop Bring packed lunch £1 per Junk already here, == .family Please ring we for directions and to givewe an idea of what you might bring, SueWednesday Sth October: 18am = 3 Spinnin Mather @5808 2107 .and iuaing workshop Bring packed lw tL eae Museum of Kent Rural Life, Hearmi aidstoneper A growing nurber of families weet regularlyBoth the above workshops will be held at on the first Thursday of each month in thethe Friends Meeting House, 74 Ragstone Road, schools room, which has been hooked fromSlough Telephone Diana Keegan (753 S29689) 1pm onwards. Various craft demonstrationsfor more details have also been booked (August = Blacksmith).Bring a picnic to have inside if wet -Buckinghaashire outside if fina. Lots of interesting displays,We continue to meet weekly for swimming at animals, ete to see and plenty of space forDanes Camp, Northampton, on Tuesdays at 12 the children to play. In order to obtain anoon, and informally for activities and reduced entrance fee of 60p per adult andoutings. We are quite a small group at 3@p per child (under S's free) please tellpresent, but we would warmly welcome any the entrance keeper that you are with thewonbers fron further afield to jain us, EO group.

I have two provisional dates: (please An alternative venue in Maidstone is beingtelephone to confine) booked for the winter months from Noveaber— 7 onwards = see next newsletter for details,ursday eptenber: Hill FareMuseum, Milton Keynes Qluseunof Industey If you would like to have ‘open house’ oneand Rural Life) Cost S@p per child Bring day during the winter months, or arrange apienio lunch meeting in your area, please let me know,Pan Stevenson (8304) 210987

 

 



 
 

the Ceffrye Museum. Numbers limited, Ring= to book, ;it

=

f The museun is situated at the junction ofLondon Wall, Aldergate St. and St. Martinsthe Geand(?), The wain entrance opens onto
Hertfordshire the pedestrian high walk connecting the
The Herts group is meeting fortnightly on Barbican with the rest of the city (St.
Thursdays for swimming, museum visits, Pauls, The Barbican or Moorgate tubes)
country walks, a visit to an RSPB nature

 

   

 

   

reserve and a trip to Stansted fi 15th October: Science Museur Meet in the
Oo WeAtsuets foyer at LLiSae

413-GO Spore. + EAD. Trvecested.
Rare es preclaman.Focaatellelocess, oe Contact Susan Petszaft, 2 Leylands Manor,
Marite eo. 27 & Counters Road, huton, aereoe Hast Sussex TNE an preparing an exhibition for NationalHone Kducation Day on 19th October atWelwyn Garden City Library. I have Morth/Iumer London
arranged to hire a room in the library for We meet the first Sunday of every month at
the morning so that anyone who is the Friends Meeting House, Church Ceescent,
interested can come and talk to us, If Muswell Hill, NIO (nearest tube Highgate,
you would like to drop in between lan - Northern Line ~ 1@ minutes walk) fron 2pm
fpm on Saturday morning it would be lovely - Spa. ‘
to see you, We will be upstairs in the Bring food and drink, We are not allowed
Dorothy Hess Room, just off the Junior to use their equipment so being playthings
Library, to share eg toys, arts and crafts, writing
For fSurckher detoi\s of albove corlot material, dressing-up clothes, music ete.
Jane Lowe, 5 Elm Gardens, Welwyn Garden ask for a contribution, if affordable,
City, Herts AL8 GRX (o707) 2358259 suggested £1.5@ per family.

Everyone interested in EO is very welcone.
London Qutings Wheelchair access is not easyhut possible
So far this year we have had some excellent via a slope in the garden, toilets are not.
talks and activities at various museuns, fully accessibleEveryone is welcome to join us from anypart of the country but I do need to know Dates: Sundays, August 4th; Septerber Ist;
about two weeks in advance if you are October Sth Hovenber 3rd
coming,27th August: National Portrait Gallery 11JSam Nonda Outings BRING PICNIC BRING
The life of Sir Henry Unton, an Elizabethan ;gentlenan re-enacted in music, drama and 12th August: Ilan Highgate Woods, Muswell

dance, No under 7's, Covent Garden Hill Road Ni@ (Highgate tube) Meet at
afterwards Adventure Playground style playground
10th September: Hampton Court Meet at 19th August: Jam Sainsbury Exhibition,
11.3@am at the Trophy Gate, Ring to let me National Gallery, Trafalgar Square (Charing
know you are coming, We might have the Cross tube)
benefit of a historian among our numbers . °26th August (Bank Holiday Lam Golders Hill
adth September: Lam Musoun of London, I Park by the cafe (Colders Green oF
am trying to book a lesson for 711 year Hampstead tube buses 21¢ or 268
olds in the prehistory and Rowan Gallery,If this is successful then we can work 2nd September: Liaw Eabankment Pier on
through the diffrent galleries as we are at Thanes, boat trip to Greenwich, walk through

a =

 
 



 

 
Suitable venue if necessary, If there arejK= s enough interested children (any age above 4years) we could start a group after the- . Summer holidays, —Thames tunnel, Docklands light railway For more details Please contact Eleanor(Embankment tube) Stapleton, 21, Central Avenue, Edmonton N9S$RQ Telephone @81 984 1368Sth September (Rosh Hashanah): Liam RegentsPark, Primpose Hill playground (Camden Towntube) South London| We meet more or less monthly to encourage18th September: 11am Commonwealth Institute, each other, meet new faces and play, WeKensington High Street, meet at ‘Canada’ (High bring food and drink to share All weleona,St. Kensington tube) .. _,, saturday 27th July: The Child and Parent23rd September: {1am Parliament Hill Centre in the Albany, Douglas Way, SE8. LamAdventure playground near the running track = 3.30pe, Deptford High Street and Douglas(Belsize Park tube or BR Gospel Oak) Hay are closed on Saturdays for the market- oe so drivers should aim to park in Watson36th September: 11am Parliament Hill/Kite Hill Street, CARC is on the ground floor of the= bring kite . . Albany, turn left as i? enter the cafe and7th October: 11am Coram Fields, Guildford go to the very end of the corridorStreet, WCL (Holborn tube) ;/ Sunday 18th August: Norwood Childrens’14th October: fam College Farm, Fitzalan Centre, behind St Luke's Church, 8 NopwoodRoad 43 High St, $22 1 = Spa

2ist October: ifaa Kentish Town City fara, Sunday 29th Septeaber: Norwood Childrens’pe Close NWS (Kentish Town ar Chalk Contre 1 = Spa (cee above)raTelephone to check details, especially if Saturday 26th October: At the Albany Ilan =raining, David and Helen Michael @81 455 3.3¢pn (see above)5103; Jo Jenkins @81 883 8052 Belinda and :flan Reid @B1 343 1061 Sunday 24th November: At Norwood Childrens’| Centre 1 = Spa (see above)Riceaat EAE tr resale tenn Yr 0iginco size Park tube op ‘or more detail e@ oFHampstead Heath) for family workshops on O81 469 9413Tuesdays and Thursdays 3,30 - §.30pm terntime, Telephone The Fleot for details @71 Norfolk .485 9988 Informal sowing,Be EO fanilies, fortnightfrom Hednes Septenber, 2pm = dpa- St. Mary's Church hall, Conaught Road,I hope this is supposed to go under the Attleborough. All welcome! For enquiriesSame heading as the above, If not I telephone Teena on Attleborough 455672apologise, The notes came independantly butboth asked to be put under the heading‘North London’ Fast Sussex| ae The last several newsletters have notWe have discovered an inspiring conteaporary carried any reference to our activities, butfance teacher, who Puns classes of movenent wa are still here, We have our own localto music, She is willing to have a class of newsletter, in which we list events andKO children, She has some free mornings wootin s, Since I have been editing it, Iand has said that she would travel to a have failed to keep the national newsletteradic
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up to date = I apologise if you've been
missing us!
He do have plenty of contact between E0ingfamilies, including open days at people'shomes, meetings at Drusilla’s (a brilliantlocal zoo=playground) activity afternoons (wehire village halls) and focused get-togethersto explore the area, Last weekend (June14,18 and {6th we had a camp in the middleof a wood, culainating with a storyteller whogave us some Native Anerican legends. Itpoured with rain most of the time and Iwould say provided a memorable occasion ~34 people huddled in a teepee, complete with
fbn fire, dramatic hail/thunderstorasn
Our local newsletter contains more thanevents listings = there are articles andletters which wight interest EOers anywhere,If you'd like to see a free copy, write toLundon Pugh, 37 Nevill Road, Rottingdean,Brighton BN2 7HH or telephone (0237) 307503,Six monthly issues cost £3,

Tyne and Wear - -If anyone is interested in meeting regularlyfor social/educational reasons, could |Please contact we Some of us have starteSwimming regularly at Elswick pool onMondays at 12,3@pm during term tines,
We have a space booked at City Library on19th October 9,00am ~ 5.00pm, Could I havevolunteers please to help person it?
Contact Yvette Haines 172, Doncaster Road,aa Newcastle upon Tune

North Yorkshire
We had an enjoyable day at Rievaulx in May.It was good to meet everyone
Picnic/family day at Knaresborough in August.Confira date with Sue Clare Tel, (643 96)

 

364
Sunday 8th September: 2pa Get-together athome of Lyn and Gareth Lewis § ValeCrascent, Bishop Hilton (Tel: (@7596) $77)Weather peraitting, No smoking gone
Proposed visit to archaeological dig, Dateto be arranged in SepteaberLocal library space needed in October forNorth Yorkshire, Inforsation campaign in the
pipeline, Ring Sue Clare for details and
paperwork,
South Yorkshire
At the moment I'n weiting this nothing hasbeen organised (apart from the weeklymeetings at my house), Howaver by the tine
you read this newsletter a planning seetingwill have taken place, : /Give me a call if you are interested in theresults of that.
Dineke de Jong 48 Montgomery Road,
Sheffield $7 1LQ Tel: @742 SS3836

West Yorkshire
20th August: Trip to Temple Newsham, Farewith rare breeds (free), large grounds,stately howe with collection of chinall, nicecafe, Meet at cafe Ilan
4th September: Get-together at Kim Wark'shouse, 21, Drummond Avenue, Leeds, You arewelcome to arrive after 10.3@am, Thosearriving early may be given a duster!Activities could include sports on a nearbyfield, a walk in the woods, music orsomething French. Please bring own lunch,drinks provided. Telephone (0532) 787473 fordirections and to let me know you areconing,
16th September: TripHalifax, Hall, grounds and folk museum.there Liam

to Shibden Hall,Meet,

30th September: Parents' meeting at JacquiReed's house, 73 Salisbury Road, Armley,Leeds, Tel: (0832) 788783 for directions.Planning meeting for future activities,
=5=

 

 



 

 
n THE mena sismenet parents, then immigrants in the

Dear £0, If the above is less clear than I wouldwish it to be it is because I am strI am moved to write this letter after with a form of English still not standaihaving seen ‘Open Space’ on BBC2, (Monday to me after living in the U.K. all thesea8, pens ™ UGAPSirrccsersees an effort motivated by the. lessons learned during a long and onceThe programme was one of a series of Video near-fatal illness I am still recuperatingpeters This particular episode from,represented an exchange of videos between a . .group of protesters who were initially I trust that what I'n trying to say will beanti=gypsy and an eloquent lady representing sufficiently clear to enough people as to bethe “travellers' side“ frow the nearby ultinately helpful to all concerned in the“permanent site" which Avon Council provided present dialogue,extant law, -___, With very best wishes,By the end of the debate the two ‘sides’ .had effectively do-si-doed, as in square Jacob Bush, 68 Maesglas, Pontyates, Llanelli,dancing, (I've probably spelled the step Dyfed, Wales S15wrong but readers will doubtless be familiar
 - the nt— to.) achange of positions resulted from mutuapassion and conpassion! STOP PRESS!

I am aware that good contacts exist between -EO and the Romany community and that the| The media and the Press are alreadyarse is basically effective on both sides. |showing a great deal of interest in EO withat worries we, however, is that sonchow, we| regard to National Home-Education Dayseem to have failed to communicate the basic in particularaxion which John Holt wore than demonstratedin his ‘Teach Your Own’, namely that you! In order to be able to offer up-to-dateyourself do not have to know a thing for information and statisticsyour children to learn it on theirOWNsrikO® example, that a child can learn Sarah Taulorto read in the presence of adults who do has prepared anot, as yet, have that particular skill and,in facet, can IMPART that skill to those ORT QUESTIONATIRwitnessing adults!
for YOU to take to the local school,I can cite a parallel experience in wy own| shopping centre, health centre or even $0immediate family. Our teenage daughter has| miles away to your non-local...uif you sobeen learning Welsh from two households wish (il)across the road from us and has not only| and ask parents what they know about £0managed to impart a lot of her knowledge} This should only take a minute or twoto my wife, but even to we The latter isa big accomplishment as I had dropped out| PLEASE wake the effort. If everyone asksof a number of formal courses for| only two people we will have meaningfultee = cerns at | Statistics to quote,Nability, up to that puint, to transcen ;some inadvertent, but nevertheless powerful,| Contact: Sarah Taylon 23 Whitley Road,early behaviour conditioning towards London NIT BRImonoglotism at the hands of wy own Tel: 081 808 3200
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Thankyou for coming to visit us, You arewelcome, We are glad that we live in acountry where it is normal for the State tocare about children and to want them to
have the best.
We can easily imagine that coming here isnot your idea of a Satisfying assignaent,You are used to seeing professionals atwork, people with whom you share a generalpicture of what education is, Your naturalinclination is probably to be very suspiciousof us, to wonder what on earth makes uswant to spend hours every day doingsomething which we already pay taxes tohave someone else do for us, We canunderstand that, Perhaps you also wonderhow people who have never listened tolectures on education, nor practised the artof teaching classes of school pupils, canhope to handle the task of bringing theirown children to maturity,
We wespect your feelings, whatever they may
be You are not our enemy, nor we Yours.
We will listen respectfully to your advice,but we claim the right, having heardit, toact on a different way, This is notrejection, You know, if you are honestabout your work, that education is not asingle, unchanging discipline, Methodswhichwere unquestioned when we were childrenwould be dismissed out of hand today, Thatis not cant op vague chat-show generalisation- it is the sober truth. Go back evenfurther than our generation and you willfind ideas for which a training-collegestudent. would be rebuked nowadays, stridingconfidently through the school systemsweeping all argument aside, The Act of1944 came from the highest level of

 

reason why we should not try something newand different in education.
So we expect whatever we discuss today tohe seen as part of a wholesome search forteuth and not as some sort of niscionarysermon from an enlightened society to agathering of backward natives. Strong words,
perhaps, but that is how some of us have
been treated in the past. We would notlike you to be unaware of oursusceptibilities,
You ask us about structure, programmes ofwork, times of lessons and so on,not want to make you think we areirresponsible or woolly-minded, but we haveto say to you that these things have noimportance for us.
We think that steucture and time-tabling arehu-products, notnecessities. Let us ask youa simple question: do you think = honestlyand seriously = that schools put pupilsthrough a fixed routine of lessons becausethat is the best way to educate thea? If$0, you must explain to us exactly how, forinstance, it is better for our child to do -say = thirty minutes of Maths, four times aweek at arbitrary times than to spendacouple of hours working on a project whichreally interests and absorbs him here athome, We cannot deal in generalities: youmust, We say it with respect - tell usprecisely, and in detail, why you want toforce your way onto our child?
You accuse us of generalising. We want tosuggest that all talk about school educationhas to be general, You cannot talk inparticularities about a system which startsevery child at the sae age, expects him tolearn the same facts and skills, tests himat the same time as every other child, andkeeps him under instruction until the age ofsixteen, like everyone else, In fact, thoughwe generalise about the effect of schoolingon children we think that we know enoughabout our own child to construct anentirely personal education for him. Becausehe speaks freely to us and tells us the

 
Educationa! thought: by 1960 its ideas about teuth we can easily submit our general ideassecondary schooling had been denounced and atsue education to the test of his response,were in retreat, He in our turn see nO and modify them in any way necessary.
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WANTED.
A Semi - professional artist
to illustrate ‘Early Years’
Contact: Sarah Guthrie
Field House, Thrandeston, Diss, Norfolk

Your questions about structure are difficultto answer, You sound as if ‘structure’ isSacred, a sort of holy word, which austnever be denied or discounted, We fear thatif we tell you = as we must = thatartificial structures simply do not correspondto the way real children learn, you willclose your winds to everything else we haveto am We do not want that to happen,80 perhaps we can put it like this: learningalways takes place within a ‘structure’Children do not pick up language withoutcreating an intricate network of subtlyPelated ideas, tit is the child's, We suspect that b‘structure’ you mean an order of doingthings which wakes sense to a grown-up;Nouns before verbs, adding before takingaway, Queen Elizabeth before James I,Children do not think like that. We know,for instance, that children learn sentencesbefore they distinguish words, We find, inour experience, that our child quite oftenattacks problems from unusual directions,because

he

sees good reasons to do so, Helearns, not just from the easy parts of aproblem, but also from the bewilderingdifficulties he sometines mects, We believehe can ‘structure’ his own learning: we shallhelp hin only when he needs it,

   

You are rightly concerned about socialization,We cannot allay your fears if you honestlybelieve that a child will be socially crippledif he does not go to school. However wewould like you to know that our child hasmany friends, He chose them, or they chosehim. They do not bullyhia, gang up on hinor jeer at hin if he isn't wearing whateverthe clothesshops say is fashionable; apartfrom those no doubt valuable experionces hehas norwal social relationships,
There are many other comments and ceiticisasto be made about our arrangoments.Naturally, we shall be equally outspoken inour evaluation of your susten, This ought

The structure is there, but g¢y

not to come between us. We both want whatis best for the children, The question is,how can we possibly achievethat good ondwithout killing their curiosity forcingthem to spend many hours a week doingthings which bore and depress then?
You insist that school these days is nothinglike that, Our child says that his schoolwas, He believe hie, and we have acted onthat belief. It is for you to convince himthat what happened to him was anaberration, not to be repeated. You cantry, but frankly we doubt if you cansucceed. He is doing too well, and thememory of boredom and bullying is still toomuch alive in his mind to yield easily toYour persuasion,
Christopher Shute, 7 Kiln Hay, Polesworth,affs «B78 LF
 
 

SMALL HONE-SCHOOL
(growing to approx. 1@ children)

OPENING SEPTEMBER 1991TH SOUTH LONDON
Led by an experienced Montessori and Frenchteacher (salary to be covered by parentalcontribution)
Tf you would like your child to join thisgroup, from September onwardson would like more information

. Please contact:Julia Harvey, 8§ Rewanuel Road, Balham,London  SH12 @HRTel: 81 671 6227 
 
 
 The individual who sees hinself and his]situation clearly and who freely takesPesponsibility for that self and for thatsituation is a very different person fromthe one who is simply in the ovip of outsidecircumstances,[Carl Rogers 'Freedow to Learn’   
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Can anyone hel?
He are lookinghouse (possibly for somewhere to live = a

communal), caravan, boat
howe educating
At present we are staying with my parents
after moving frow a boat last December
Council and Housing Association waiting lists
are inpossibly long (over a year IF you are
lucky),
We arc: ayself, my 4 = § year old son Che
is active, imaginative and sociable, he loves
books and comics and dr )
clowns, acrobats and magicians ‘cum knights
(King Arthur or Robin Hood!) like many his
age), and my daughter = 4 months = who
likes trees and water amongst others!
I would like to have sone space to do the
things I enjoy = recycling old to new
(olothes, furniture or anything I find),
knitting, puppet, kite and toymaking. Things
that are new to we are natural dying, wine
waking, cycle re-building (nothing
complicated!) and ao . We share a
beautiful organic allotment which is our only
sanctuary. 1 would also like to take up
meditating and some yoga again as they fell
by the wayside long ago and are much
needed again,

Is there anyone out there who is
like-minded and has, or knows of, the space
we require?
If so, please write or contact me:
Susan Robinson, c/o 48 Coppice Avenue,
Harrogate, North Yourkshire HCl Dh Teh
(9423) §83360

 

LATE EXTRA
REGIONAL NEWS: GLAMORGAN

ete... ' advent:
to rent in an apea with others who are Saturday 1¢th August: Meet at, the "4playground Beyngaew Country Park, off 4085,

four siles north of Bridgend at 11.3@am
16th September: Llanishen Leisure Cenre neet
at 11.30an for soft play, short tennis and
swimning,
Kate Powell, 1 Edith Villas, Llantrisant,Nid. Clamorgan CF? 8E  

reams of being
Justice for Children

Dear EO,
Do any other £0 families have difficulties
no attendants, in museuas, swimming pools

02
fis my son, Michael, gets bigger we have been
having wore and more clashes with thea,
Galleries and museuns are exciting places to
an [1 year old and ny son is not inhibited
about making little whoops of appreciation or
grunts of disapproval. He moves about a
lot and may ly dart towards something
that has caught his eye, At this the
attendants wove in closer and draw attention
to thenselves with non-verbal warning noises.
Qur enjoyment is spoilt and is replaced by
anuiety on my part and anger on Michael's,
Sooner op later he infringes the ‘rules’;
reaches out to touch something or leans too
far over a barrier and the full wrath ofauthority descends upon us.

 

| FEATHERSTONE: April
‘Did anyone find a bicycle security chain
covered with white plastic, Lost there,
(Wands up anyone who caught chickenpox. I
_ for -)ue

  

   

 

feed am Tot good at acting as his
advocate because what I really want is to
be as inconspicuous as possible, Nichael
finds it hard to conform just to placateauthority, Any advioe?
Steck Fukchec, 5O Springfield Ave -
eneekerttela aeSeemghes& 239048
-9-
 
 

  



 

 
101ThingsYou NeverKnewabout FO

1, EO started life as Mothers Educationand Training but was quickly renamedEducation Otherwise after complaints fronvegetarians,
2, Menbership is divided into 68 areas,top six are as follows:1. London South (63)2 Kent (633, London North (61)4, West Midlands (61)§. Essex (58)6 Dorset (84)
3, Glamorgan and Gloucestershire weredisqualified when judges found evidence ofmultiple entries in the Contact List. TheGilnores and the Peabertons were bothvisited and found to consist of one familyeach not two.

the

4, Central (Scotland) is the lowest areawith one wewber and are considering mergingwith Cleveland (two members) but are unableto agree on a new title for the area,
§, EQ membership is made up of manydifferent nationalities, there are the Englishin Horley; the French in Clacton, Manchesterand the Wirrall: the Welsh in Slough; thea in Reading; and the Poles in Stokees,
8, Some members have gone so far as tochange their surname to that of theirfavourite football team = Oldham(Huddersfield), Blackburn (Padstow), Bradford(Newton Abbot), Chester (Durham), Hull(Darwen), Preston (Rochdale), Charlton(Leicestershire), Bolton (Boston and Leeds),Morton (Liverpool),I am trying to persuade Val to change oursto Queen of the South but she won't buy it!
% Those non sporting types have just gonefor colours = Pink (Havant Brown (Walsall,Solihull, London, Skipton, Bishopston, Morpeth):White (Lincoln, Eye, Croydon, Leyburn,Brentwood); Green (Huddersfield, Merthyr,

Bristol, London, Chelnsford)
8. It was interesting to note what amutitalented membership we have, We couldall get together and fora a labour agency,We have Nariners (Lavenhaa): Wainwrights(Oldham); Taylors (Haverhill, Kenilworth);Farmers (Jersey): Sheppards (Kendal, FinsburyPark); Bakers (Ilford, Derehaa); Fidlers(Ramsbottom); Doctors (Chelsea); Cooks(Norwich, Herne Bay); Millers (Holywell);Paunters (Newcastle Brewers (Leatherhead);en (Chelasford); Wheelwrights (Castleouglas),

Apologies to anyone I have omitted orinsulted, The other $3 things will appearat a later date,
James Gormon, Castlethorpe, Milton Keynes

 

ANTED IN BRISTO ATH
Somewhere for Joe (4 and a half) andEleanor (2) to go
One day a week in term times fronSeptember 1991

In return: your child/ren to us?payment? any other ideas?Tel: 0272 §41860
part

 

  MOTHERS HELP NEEDED
Nov/Dec ‘SL 16+

Please write for sore information enclosing afew details about yourself,
Mrs, Carole BowmanAuselrain Str §0Oherderdingen7813Germany
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at
Featherstone Castle
12th = 17t aber 199.

Featherstone Castle is a big ranbling house
with acres of land around it, As there are
no carpets or fancy decorations it is ideal
for EOers of all ages,
§o come meet new families, sing dance and
wake worry, Walk, talk and appreciate the
countryside, The choice is yours BUT only
if you are there
AGM Saturda 4th September

Furthor details: Jill Gillings, Ballaglonney,
Renages Apbory, Isle of Man Yel: 0624

====0000-*=-
fs afairly new member of £0, I would like
to give Tom's (7) and my experiences on
bapes trip to Featherstone Castle lastpri, ;

After a 7 hour journey by train from Bath,we arrive at Haltwhistle, Several other
families arrive and we are all collected in
a pick up van, Children in the open back =
auch to To's delight - and adults in the
front, Our first visit to FeatherstoneCastle had begun!
On arriving at the Castle, we had our
photographs taken (optional They would be
pinned up on a board later, so we could put
our names underneath and everyone could get
to know everyone a lot quicker, What a
good idea.
We chose a bedroom, Tom was ver
enthusiastic with his first taste 0
community living = eight bunkbeds in one

huge room = great! He made friends with
another little * his age and he was off!
Other than meal times, I hardly saw him the
fow days we were there. Occasionally, I'd
cateh a_glinpse of him sliding down the
stairs, dashing around the Castle, playing
hide and seek or aun fron the branch
of a tree in the ful grounds, There
were sone really good workshops for the
children, but as the weather was so good,
Ton chose to spend most of the time outside
with his new friends.
I did not find it difficult being a newconer,
as everyone I met was very friendly, My
advice to new-comers is to expect a feeling
of ‘everyone a everyone else’ because
wost of them do! But everyone is willing
to chat, and, after all, we all have a
common interest, The kitchen is a good
weeting place if you are feeling Lost!
We wore only staying four days so the time
to leave soon came, Tom was really sad
about having to go, he grabbed a huge
branch laying in the courtyard and nothing
would part hin from it. He just had to
have a little bit ofFeatherstone to take
home! It was difficult to say the least,
getting on and off trains with a five foot
branch,Several tines on the way home, Tow asked
why he had to 90 to school when all these
children did not, I feel very guilty about
sending hia, as I know it is not doing him
any good, His main complaint is that it is
boring, I did withdraw Tow fron school for
several months, but he was desperately Lonely.
He is an only child and no other EOers

live in the immediate area, If there are
other EOers out there with Just one child
at howe T'd he grateful for anyadvice, as I
nay well withdraw Tom again if things do
not improve in his next class,
He hope to see everyone again at the Castle
next April, Tom says “Hello to Curdie’
Sorry we didn't write Heather we lost your
address and I do not know your surname,
Thanks to the organizers of Featherstone forraking it so enjoyable,
Carole and Ton Hayes § Oakfield Close, Bath
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Schoal Experience instant aeeting with the Head, with theresult that they backed off, But allconfidence was gone and none of this hadDear EO, pees Rebecea, who remained unhappy atschool.

Ehuagieshaveit tiie. “Astharos canal ie noved ack to Leeds,after T had ayi second daughter, and sent Rebecca tobreaks up a year, we shall have both of aL All seoed well. at fest untilchildeen local sehoi seou = we noticed her unhappiness return and herFor a long time we knew something was POOF achieverents. (Incidentally, we wereweong with our eldest daughter's education, SUaMoned once or twice to see a medicalShe was always so sunny and happy full of Officer at the new school, but she was alsolife, The first school she attended, all the doctor who saw babies at the localseemed well, but her teacher there really Clinic. She had received a report onloved children = she was, as I have since Youngest which stated she had cerebralfound out, exceptional, palsy! I told her 1 would have noticedbeing a qualified nurse and observantWe had to move to Essex and this was our Parent, This enlightened

lady

said she hadfirst bad experience. Suddenly Rebecea did "0 further need to see anyof my Fanily)not want to go into school and would cling (to me, crying, I was told it was wy We approached Rebeooa's teacher, whoattitude, when I expressed concern, and would basically shrugged his shoulders and wasI please leave her outside school and go, Unable to understand what we wereworriedeach morning, Then we began to receive about, We left things for a while, butreports that she was unsociable and a loner eventually, after seeing him again, I knowWhat I thought were routine medica! she was operating at well below her capacity,examinations were happening every couple of He wasn't interested. What to do? Hemonths, and I realised she was being singled sent her to a private school, My husbandout for some reason, When I finally asked and I found ourselves working day and nightthe medical officer why she kept wanting to tO, Pay the fees. Don't misunderstand mo,see us when Rebecca was fine at howe and this was value for money, My daughterquite healthy the questions and tone blossomed here. She made firn s, waschanged. At this time I was vey groon ~ sociable, happy to go, reluctant to conePolite and genuinely believing that the howe in the evenings and hor ‘performance’Purpose of education was to assist each level rocketed, although she was at thechild in acheiving their potential, The lower end of their achieverent range Theyupshot was that I worked! Tt was thought were happy with her She was, in theirthat by doing so I was emotionally damaging Words, neglected educationally. For a wholeRebecea, and this was the cause of her yea% everything was wonderful. We were atroubles at school. Here I have to say Whole family again and anyone could see howthat either wy husband or nuself was always ha she was,at ho d fter a year, we could no longer keep upfee altel tome the workload needed to pay the fees andacaShocked? I reweaber being uncontrollable S28@ 0 Poubles returned bu ewhen I went home, How could these headmaster let us take hor out of school onspecialists think I was such a monster as trips and we educated her at home weekendsto destroy child's ability to enjoy school, and evenings, following the regime at her oldAnd eaeTee were so sur, how would wo School. Following another fracas over thecope financially without 9 Luckily, School content, and after we had asked heray husband was not so ije teacher what heraims for Rebecca were, andthe iron was hot he was out of the door had been wet with the reply, "What do youlike a bolt of lightening. He demanded an #@an, aims?" wy husband met with the
-\2 i

 

 



 
 

 

headmaster, armed with the work andprojects ete, sho had done at home, Heasked why, if she could achieve this athone, did they give her work geared atleast a year ? The Head and anotherteacher admitted that they could not hopeto offer her an education anywhere nearthat standard
By now we were members of £0 and seedshad germinated in our brains. Finally,Rebecoa was beaten up at school, Her bagwas ripped to shreds and her ubrella wassmashed, My lovely daughter hadbeenreduced to a crumbling mass and cried tous to help her We felt destroyed too,Colin told the headmaster sho would not bereturning and, for the rest of the year, wemanaged to get her into another school.This would bring her up to {1 years, whenshe would he deregistered automatically. Atthe same time, we removed our younger
daughter, who was 4 awd in a receptionclass, as her personality had changedmarkedly,
So, that is the story and here we go! We
are expecting a bumpy ride from the LEA,
who we have been told will try to make lifedifficult for us = although we will speak aswe find. We have met our local £0 group,-ee a friendly bunch, and make goodco
I wonder if the LEA advisor knows anythingabout gear ratios for our DIY tandem
project?
Yours,
Carol Lunn §7 Leasowe Road, Hunslet, Leeds1810 2E¥
 
 

WANTED URGENTLY
Children's contributions and photographs forforthcowing FACT PACTS
Please send to: Liz Ramsey, 1 Stanford Hills}

 

 

Moral Support Needed
I have recently enrolled in EO, I have twochildren, a little boy of four and ny littlegirl is one. I could do with some amoralsupport, ideas and any experiences in howeeducating a child of primary school age I
am also a little afraid of encounters withthe LEA, when they are due,
I have also been toying with the idea of
starting up a monthly eeeting for honeeducated children and parents at a churchhall in Dudley, overlooking a park and
playground. We could organise activities,outings, Christmas parties and exchangeexperiences,
Anyone interested please let we know.
Sharon Powis, 7 Newland Grove, Holly Hall,Dudley DY @1J
 

HELP
I have just started teaching my 12 year oldson at home and need help in getting holdof text books and work on discs (suitablefor Amstrad models CPChL28 and PCHBSL2) inall subjects; Maths, French, Geran, Science,History and Geography,
I am open to suggestions,
Thankyou,Ms Pam Francis, 253 Fulham Court, FulhamRoad, London $H6 SGE
 
 

Has anyone a copy ofWY SECOND BOOK OF WORD FAMILIES bya Tavener, pub. Philograph/Philip and
ey

Belinda AlleDevon EX32 mn, 4 Ashleigh Road, Barnstaple,$JX Tel: @271 79023   Cotts, Stanford on Soas Loughborough, Leics,LEL2 SQL
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Accused of Abuse

a personal account
We were very interested to read Rob andAnne Wade's account of the Orkney ritualabuse cases, in the last EO newsletter Weexperienced similar treatwent last year andmade a diary of events as they happened toUs,
As you will read, we are Pagans = we dostate this in the EO contact list, We donot eat children, nor involve thea in sexualabuse, neither have we anything to do withPornography, Drugs, Sexual Orgies, ete ateregardless of what the tabloid press orcertain other ‘experts' may say,
One day in May 1994, we had a telephoneCall from Grahams' parents saying that aPolice officer and a social worker hadvisited their house, looking for us andenquiring after our son. Forewarned, wequickly tidied the living room = stuffingtoys in cupboards ete = and waited,
The police woman (introduced to us as the‘Vietim Liason Officer’ - WOK! now doesn'tthat make you feel innocent until provenQuilty) and social worker asked us if weknew why they were visiting us. When wesaid we had no idea, they told us that ananonysous allegation had been made to theSPCC that our son (they got his naewrong)had been overheard talking aboutbeing involved in ‘rituals where people dancearound naked’
Not such a dreadful thing when you thinkabout it. There is nothing illegal about;a) attending a ritual (Christians, Muslims,Jews etc do it regularly)dancingch being naked = we have Naturist leaningsHowever, the combination immediately spelled‘Ritual Abuse’ to the NSPCC, police andSocial services,
We then had to spend the next couple ofhours explaining our religious beliefs to thePolice officer and social worker There wasgreat emphasis on the point that we keep

our beliefs ‘seoret’, We do not keep ourbeliefs secret, but neither do we flauntthem, Apart from the fact that wenbers ofPagan ae meet religious intoleranceregularly, I happen to believe that both myPolitical views and my religious beliefNobodys business but sine, "
Both officials were also very anxious thatwe should give thea names and addresses of‘others’ (whether this was a list of friends,relatives, fellow pagans or simply anyone wecould think of was not specified), but itwas stressed that ‘it would really help you’
He werealso told about a sort of ‘checklist' which is often applied as a guide tohelp spot child abuse = we have since heardthat organisations such as Child Watch, whichis particularly active in our area, not onlyuses this list, but will supply copies toanyone who asks for one,
The check list includes the followingindicators:1, The child/ren are kept away from school= this includes howe education .2. The child/ren rarely (if ever) visit thedoctor = the fact that your ‘family maybe sohealthy that they rarely need to resort toconventional medicine is not considered (wealso happen to be great believers in anumber of self-help ‘alternative’ medicalsustens)3, There are few, or no toys on viewin the living room! This fact was picked upon immediately by the social worker = ie ourliving room was tidy (a miracle actually!)and this gave her “great cause for concern’
Khen the officials had gone, although wehelieved that we had allayed most of theirSuspicions, we were terrified and angry,Terrified that our child would be taken fromUs and angry that this trouble had beencaused to us by an anonymous allegation,Neither the motives, nor the mentality ofthe person who made this allegation willever be known,
We started ringing round friends andFelatives over the next fow days, siaply tolet them know what had happened to us,both so that there would be a record ofwhat was happening and in the “hopes that
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we night be able to fore-are others who He told the police and $$ that as far as
could find themselves in our plight, At the we were concerned this was a clear case of
tine we did not think to contact Rob and religious discrinination,
finne Wade at the EO Legal Department, which : ; :
would have been a good nove In the meantime friends, acquaintances andpeople who had heard of our plight from
However, we did contact a solicitor who did various sources were starting to ring up,
not seem at all sympathetic to us and told and write to, the social service offices and
us that if we had nothing to hide we the Chief Constable of Humberside Police
should. co-operate with the police and social The messages sent were various but included
services fully, He also told us that there the sentiments that our fanilywas being
was nothing we could do to legally prevent subjected to religious discrimination and
a care order being taken out on our child, pointing out that educating ones child at
and that basically we could do nothing of a howe was a legal right and did not
legal nature until something of a legal automatically indicate that the child was
nature was done to us, ‘This five minute being abused by anyone,tolephone call later resulted in a £30 bill! ae oh :The third tine the social worker came = on
We spoke to a second solicitor who pointed her own, the police had decided we had no
out to us that the police and $$ (Social case to answer = she asked us not to
Services) had the power to get a ‘Place of record the conversation “for her own
Safety Warrant’ from a magistrate at any protection" and asked us not to “hype up

which would allow thom to remove our the situation any further" (the $$ were
thild to a ‘place of safety’ for up to eight getting worried about thenumber of people
days, ‘However in that time they would have objecting to our persecution), We told her
to prove that there was sufficient reason that as far as we were concerned our
for this - we later found out that the family was under attack and we would use
blanket tere ‘'Noral Danger’ would cover just any means at our disposal to defend our
about any eventuality the authorities could fawily.

ft the Case Conference which happened a
Two days after the first visit, the social week later, because of the ‘unusual nature
worker telephoned to tell us that she and of our case we were given the highly
the police officer would be visiting us again SUPpPising opportunity to address the
within half an hour This gave us a little conference and explainsomething about our
time to prepare, and we set up a tape beliefs and answer questions on it, We were
recorder which we pointed out to the two also given support at this meeting by a
as soon as they arrived and asked if they friend of ours named Dan Hussey, an
objected to our recording their conversation, exsheadmaster PTA chairaan and pagan,
(they didn't like it but had to agree toit!) In England and Wales case conferences

, ; normally occur behind closed doors and you
ft this meeting our son was interrogated for will never know what has been said about
an hour (at the time he was 7 years old, you. Apparently this is different in
and stood up to it very well) and they had Scotland where the parents and. children
'a look around’ the house = did we have any should be involved in any discussions which
objection? Again we were asked about our affect then.beliefs and were told that child pornography ;
had been mentioned as a possibility, Mothing In our case the recommendations of the
of an illegal nature was found in our howe, Case Conference were:
no photographs, no illegal substances, and 1. We had no case to answer
the police officer seemed positively bored @ It was wecommended that Michael should
stiff! notbe placed on the children af riskregister
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3. Social Services should no longer beinvolved in the case = the police haddecided we had no case to answer4. The LEA should continue to examineMichaels’ education on a regular basis, asthey were already doingWe were also given an apology for anydistress they had caused the family! Wewade sure that we got the recommendationsin writing,
The main thing which seemed to throw the58 was that we were not alone. That otherpeople had taken the tine to ring thon upand write to them protesting about thetreatment we were receiving, It was alsot everyone who rang the S$ gota slightly different story about what wewere actually being accused of.
The best recoamendation we can make toanyone who has to go through what we did~ and anonyaaus allegations can be madeabout anyone, no matter what thoir religiousOF moral affiliations - is TELL AS MANYPEOPLE AS POSSIBLE and, if you can, getthea to write to the police and $$ on yourbehalf.
Chris Seapers, Graham Raven and Michael{aged 9
FINAL NOTE: Michael is still being homeeducated, and regularly inspected by theLEA, Despite our being ‘proved’ innocent ofany crime oF immorality, the regular reporton Michael's progress is still sent out, toall the various organisations who joined inOn our persecution = they all get regularcopies for their files -BIC BROTHER IS STILL WATCHING YOU!

 

Wanted
cO Rent

Fellow wewber and vocational writer

Condition and location immaterial,
Please help .Mick and Hagel Ellis, 30 -—“* Chirbury,Montgomery, Powys S¥IS GBTTel: (093 872) 334

SINGLE-PARENT, “a 3 CHILDRENERENTED COUNTRYSIDE ACCOMMODATIONANYTHING ANYWKERE CONSIDERED
Clive Allsopp, 48 Hithern Road, BroxtoweEstate, Nottingham C8 6FJ

X have noted the caravan in Ireland torent in the last few issues but I amlooking for something this side of the waterand preferably in England as I don't believein living in other peoples’ countries withoutSome sort of two-way cultural relationshipand peaceful exchange; which does not existbetween England and Ireland,
=--800-—=
 CARAVAN CO RENT
 

MAGAZINE REVIEWS
Would anyone like to receive ‘Educational’wagazines on behalf of EO and review thenfor the newsletters?

If so, please contact
Pam Stevenson, 25 Wyndhaa Road, DoverKent CTI? @BK Tel: 6364 210997

 

Comfortable, well-equipped berth caravan onorganic swallholding in beautiful CountyClare, Fresh fara produce available, fishing,birdwatching, meeting our friendly animals ordust relaxing in lovely countryside,
For details write to: Shooswith, aha,Dromindoora, Caher, County Clare, Ireland   
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will go after ideas: if you surround ideaswith off-putting clap=trap like tests orhomework they will look somewhere else fortheir pleasure, And quite right too.
‘ ; : Another thing I have learned from this yearI've been talking about educationn now for jc that children are more articulate andten years but only doing it for one The olear in their minds about what they wantboy over whose studies I am presiding would fron life than they are ready to letnot thank we for giving you any perme grown-ups know. I suspect that auch ofdetails, but I see no reason why should what we see as ‘childish behaviour’ is, innot talk in general terms about what I fact, protective colouring, a conscious devicethink I have learned from the experience. tp ur uansloaae adult behaviour andnourtralise it,I have discovered that, for some children at sileast, schooling ~ clasxteaching particularly, 1 aw learning - and it is a hard lessonbut not forgetting all the other for a teacher = that children do not alwaysorganisational fatuities - is a major force need adults to help them learn, and stillworking against creativity and invention, less do they need our amoral. he banat . certainly become used to being praised orFreed from the mental straitgacket of daily blamed, and they can learn to be fired uplessons children ought to be able to revive about tests, marks and such paraphernalia,their natural resourcesof curiosity quite hut these things watch with nothing in their
quickly and go ahead into new areas of natural make-up. They see thew as ‘natural’interest and discovery. Unfortunately they only to the extent that they acceptSometimes behave like shell-shocked Tommies, schooling as ‘natural’ (which, of course, manyas if most of the life had been bashed out qo), Yet when schooling ends, so does their
of them by a series of relentless, repeated interest in being tested. Out of the
shocks. classroom children handle thenselvesifferently = with confidence and direction,I thought it would be relatively easy to ares er a ,find out what any given child was willing todo, and arrange for hin to do it. Mot so,Schooling seems to convince some childrentht nothing is really interesting in itself,Theimportant aspect of school-work isgetting it done, gatting it marked, filling the

What i have Learned
cbout home~ecuoation

Teaching, I have discovered, can producefear, Children do not like being unable todo things. It hurts thew, especially ifthere are other children around who can dothe things they cannot. The result of this
book, not making mistakes, If there isNo-one enforcing school-type work it rarelygets done, Finishing is not important, noris filling the book. Remove the schoolenvironment and, so it seems, you strip awaymost of the reasons for studying in the waywe make children study in school,
In place of a docile acceptance of subjectsand workeassignments, you tend to see robust

is that when we take ther out of schoolthey give thenselves the luxury of not beinghurt. This way wean that for a fair chunkof time they will avoid the kind of workwhich hurt thea, It will always be hardfor parents or educators to feel at easewhile their child seems to 90 from day today not ‘learing’ anything, but that may wella ee you have to do for a while atst.  
questioning of the very necessity for the positive side of home education is, ofstudying things you are not interested in, course, seen most readily in the restoredHard though it way be to accept, children halance of the child's personality. I hope
dio not automatically see the value of we are moving into a time when adults in
rigorous work and high standards, That general will see that calm unstressed,comes later, Children only want to be colf-ascured children are worth havingexcited. If ideas prove to be exciting they around, and that we owe it to the future
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icinMeeeabeserieate in irection.~— ong teachers as people, But our overall concernChristopher Shute, ? Kiln Hay, Polesworth was that we just did not see school asaBa LF "natural" way of life for a child = beingmade to sit still for so many hours eachday; being told what to do and when to doit, irrespective of interests at the timebeing subject to the dictatorial whims ofCSEMRTED ESIPRMETOGES

—

sone teachers; and. perhaps wast, inportatly,being taught (indoctrinated?) to fit in withthe often petty and arbitrary rules anda standards of both school and society, ratherfn £0 member recentlyinvited us to comment than to think about these issues foron ouF home education situation. Having hin/horself,found other pees ideas and experiencesthrice edesion. toughThtaor GUHA ssaoreI in, we at the systen is geared towardsPeply wight be of wider interest. out round pegs to fit the round holes of. .,, industry and commerce rather than producingWe have two children = Jonathon, who will froo-thinking individuals able to take chargebe 7 in July, and Laura who is 4, After of thoix own lives, This comes not so muchapusieine for probably a year or more over from the curriculum, but through very suchwhether or not to send Jonathon to school, wore subtle messages which may not bewe still couldi't decide by the tine he was actively promoted but are neverthelessdue to start, §0we took what seened to inherent in the school sustew = peessuracbe the safest option at the tine and sent to impress peer groups; the renoval ofhim soon after he was § He attended the personal choice by authority figures: thelocal primary for a term and and a half = i i "workiand although there were no specific or aoe on oe eemajor problems, the experience was enough toconvince us that it was not what we wanted there are also other wore invidiousfor our children, The headaistress was "messages" which we feel can eventually leadsurprisingly understanding of our wish to to undesirable negative character traits =take him back out of school, and wehad no fop example, lack of confidence or a feelingprobleas from her about de-registering of not being good enough caused by{except to the extent that she had never continued mould do better" type comwents:done it before and so we had to tell her the idea that success in life only coneswhat to do! We decided to inform the LEA through hard work (with "hard" often alsoOf our actions rather than to wait for them inplying unpleasant} in many cases, the slowto find out from the school, and we are acceptance that life is about "getting by"convinced that this positive and assured fop five days a week in order to enjoy two:approach (not at all the way we folt at the ate ete,time!) played a significant part in theconstructive response that we had from the tho basis of our approach to education isLEA, The senior inspector we spoke to that it is no more than one other aspectoriginally even referred us to EO, and was of raising our children. We tey to givesuitably inpressed when told we wore already thom as much freedow as we can cope withmembers! (contrary to what some people have said to
Fron the EO newsletters it is clear that is nueterfaLivewiththeehepeople howe-educate for all sorts of Peasons. cracking the whip = and we don't alwaysThere wore a number of factors behind our cusceod!), Of course, this does not implydecision, Non of thew related to the that Jonathon and Laura are allowed to do

2 13 =

 

 



 

 
 

ik Septembers’ £.0. gathering at
Featherstone Castle in Northumbria
was 6 very rewarding experience. I
had volunteered to do a “Tradi-
tional Clothes Making" workshop, as
well as doing a bit of Pony
trekking. Being so busy at home I
hadn‘t managed to really plan any-~
thing so I left things to the other
more creative way, spontaneity.

 

  

               

   

 

   

    
  

On arrival at the castle one of
the first ports of call is to check
the notice board and fill in work-
shops and duties to do, to help keep
the week going, there was a lot of
positive energy.

| went on the look out for material
in Haltwhistle the local little
town and to my amazement, found a
Haberdashery shop so well stocked
that I must have spent an hour or
two just looking, in fact I have
never come across anything quite
like it, even in London. I then
realised how lovely it would be to
bring the children here after they

1

had decided what they wanted to
make, there were so many wonderful
colours shapes and textures. They
hed a vast range of materials from
ilk to synthetic fur, I managed to
find just what I had in mind.
Aicsoasi I had managed to borrow
an electric sewing machine from
Jane at the Pony Trekking centre,
I particularly wanted the children
to handle as much of the sewing as
possible and anyway traditional
clothes would mostly have been hand
sewn. I wasn‘t too sure about this
particular machine, most people
think using an electric machine is
difficult but like most things the
more you practice and the more
experience you gain, the easier it
becomes and the more daring you get.
I remember at the age of about nine
or ten teaching myself how to use
a treadle machine and getting to
grips with the rhythm then trying
to make a pair of trousers out of
a pair of curtains. whilst we are
on the subject of treadle machines
I was very lucky to recently find
a Singer treadle which had been
converted to electric, I bought it
for my daughter Hera and she wanted
to clean it up and stencil it, which
in itself ecame a good design  

project. It now has lots of flowers,
bees and a jar of honey painted on
it. I think the action and -speed o:    
 

 



 
 

the old machines make them idealfor children to learn sewing on.Anyone interested should look
round their local junkshops and
skips as many old machines are still
being thrown out, not having quite

       

         

  

  

  

       
  

   achieved the level of collecta-bility that the cast iron & woodenstands have,
A little background information,some years ago I took a4 three yearcourse in fashion design and tai-lering, I personally preferred thedesign work which 1 developed by
drawing hundreds of quick roughsketches, it didn’t matter if theylooked lifelike or not, the idea atthar time was to be able to catch4 thought and put it straight down,this “seemed to preempt the “Punksaltitude to fashion that happeneda year or two later, but then this
ability to predict, is part of thedesigners job anyway.
O.. interesting aspect of fashion+8 how much it is influenced by the

i 
Political or economic environment
in which it is operating, fashionsin the 1930’s and 1940s reflected
the shortage of materials avail-able, womens clothes became moretailored and the austere coloursreflected the sombre mood of thetime, contrast this with the 1960'sand the flamboyant colours alongwith the emerging plastic & thro-waway attitudes of society thatonly now with the 1990's growingenvironmental awareness is begin-ning to change. ,Greld ribbon

    
\ Neary all garments come frompatterns which are made from basicblocks (see drawings), which arestandard sizes, from there the
designs are manipulated through aseries of cutting and shaping ordarts (folding and then stitchingthe fold to hold the fold in shape).Other then that you can drapematerial over a tailors dummy, or
human model if you can find one,and simply cut and fold the materialas you wish,

 

 

  



 

 

  
Wiss traditional clothes the
pattern shapes were mainly simple

   
  

examples, one of them had some
Yeally inspiring knitwear designs
mixing material and wool together
even plastic can look amazing if
its used in with other textures.

Tre group that came to have a go
at this with me were Hannah, Carly,
Angelique, Amy, Esther, Alison,
Rowanna, Laurie and Hera, (my apo-
logies if I forgot anybody or
misspelt their names), boys were
not excluded but unfortunately none
turned up. After a chat and a few
wild and inspiring ideas, we had a
go at putting some designs down on
paper. It was to be at that point
that I would know whether or not
the workshop could practically
work, and most importantly whether
or not we could avoid the need to

3

compromise too much from their
original ideas.
W. talked each design through,
trying to look at the images three
dimensionally and checking that the
shapes and lengths were what the
children wanted. I was amazed that
they had all understood and were
very positive about what they
wanted, (I shouldn‘’t have been
amazed, after all these were £.0.
kidsi).

I encouraged them to write down
the details of their designs end
hopefully continue to inspire them
with a trip to the amazing Haber-
dashery shop. This certainly did
bring excitement and it was wonder-
ful to see their faces light up when
introduced into this fantasy world
of colourful and varying bite and
Pieces.

The &.0. mother in me decided it
was a good maths lesson working out
all the yardage and amounts, if any
of you are reading this I will say

“Pompoms*one word to you 8b
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there were absolutely loads of them
of all shapes and sizes, from the

 

 

 



 

 

Minute through to the very large,
every colour of the rainbow, the
same with ribbons, in fact Esthers
top had 4 panel down the front which
was & loose weave, and she wove very
thin ribbons of all different col-
ours, it really did look beautiful.

A lot of the pompoms were used in
the designs and all in imaginative
ways. Because some of the material
we were using was a loose weave, it
was very easy to hand sew and looked
fine even if some of the stitches
were large. Laurie and Hera both
sewed their designs up completely
by themselves, Angelique made «4
beautifully designed shawl. carly
knew exactly what she wanted, for
her skirt she chose a strong white
cotton and used lace and ribbon to
trim it up.

Aiassox did a very complicated
outfit which resembled a cross
between a Medieval outfit and some-
thing’ from Star Trek, it was won-
durful and after working it through

 

  

            

    Hesign For which is some-
eemeli to appeal to her.

fom 4aon Yella

As the week progressed the sewing
continued there was a great atmos-
phere, a lot of patience and shar-
ing. The target was to get every
thing finished for the Ceilidh on
Saturday night. The sewing machine
helped things to move along and all
the garments were
ready in time.

I: there is one piece of ativice to
offer about sewing, it is to say
that it is very inspiring to a child
or adult to make something that you,

      

  

  

  

  
really like rather than doing te-
dious tasks for the sake of prac-
tice, don’t underestimate yourself
you can simplify the design, I don‘t
use any paper patterns to make
clothes, I never have, although its
useful to know that I can. With
children be prepared to take over
when it gets a bit too much and let
them have another go later on in
the making up of the garment or
whatever. Too much of the same stich
is just as boring as anything else,
it’s the enthusiasm that makes
things work, and ite that, in my
gpinion that should be treasured.«ben

hesiey Cooper

   
 

 

  



 

 

whatever they like whenever they like = theyhave to realise that other people (includingus!) must be given due consideration, and LEAthat there are sometimes outside agencieswhich affect (but not necessarily control)decisions (29. the LEA)
So far our formal educational activities havebeen very broad-based, with not over-nuchemphasis on the acadenic side, We try toencourage Jonathon to read, write and dosome sums but we don’t force it if hereally doesn't want to, If we are honest,our main concern for igfe in theseareas is not that we feel there is anytearing hurry for his benefit, It is morethat we are conscious that the LEA is likelyto want to see sore conventionallymeasurable progress between visits and,within the bounds of what we feel is rightfor Jonathon (and Laura too when shePeaches school age it makes for an easierlife to keep the LEA, if not positivelyhappy, at least content.
Perhaps the biggest challenges for us areoverconing years of conditioning to feel thatwe need always to be achieving, and learningnot to succumb to the egotistical temptationto push our children to compete with theachiovenents of those at achool, He are notadverse to hearing of these achievementsfrom other parents, but we need to keepreminding ourselves that it bears norelevance to our children's education,
On a day to day basis we have no settimetable, but tey to fit in the move formalactivities when moods and opportunitiescoincide (which hasn't been very often in thelast few months!), Otherwise we take theopportunities that arise at random - addingup pocket money, reading signs, writing notesto friends, reading and writing in play ete,Other than this we sometimes use a projectto bring in a wider range of topics ~Jonathon has started one on the RiverThames, which potentially can emcompasshistory, geography, general nature,environmental issues, mathematics and possiblyother disciplines which may arise as weProgress,
Gur initial concerns about home education =

finding enough other children to mix withand the possibility of probleas with theKA, have come to nothing, We have dealtwith the former bu various aeans =attendingclubs/activities in out-of=schoolhours, childminding (including older childrenin the school holidays) and of coursecontact with other E0ers, As a resultJonathon probably plays with more differentchildren through being out of school thanhe did when he was in school. And on thelatter, the first (and so far only) visit bythe LEA went very well, with the inspectoreven more laid back than we were aboutJonathon's lack of desire to settle down toany formal learning! But again, we hadprepared for the visit and had saved ahealthy selection of what Jonathon had doneover the previous months to show theinspector, . .In our view the ultimate ain of education(in its widest sense) is to give our childrenthe best possible chance of leading ahappyand fulfilling life, both now and in thefuture, In spite of the odd voice ofdissention, we are sure that there is thegreatest chance of this if they avoid theSocial and intellectual pressures, prejudices,and straitejackets that are part and parcelof the school system,
After our initial uncertainty we are nowclear that the path we have chosen is theright one for the children and us: the onlything we can imagine that might change itis if the children themselves decide thatthey want to go to school at sone future8,
Nike and Anne Cole 35, Bosville Drive,Sevenoaks, Kont TNI3 3JA
 

 
PROJECT

Easy-to-understand instructions to convert alargish bookcase into a family doll’s house
Use as they are or adapt

Send a £1 postal order and an A4 SARto: Belinda Allen 4, Ashleigh Road,Barnstaple, Devon £X32 8JX   
-|9-

 



 

OCTOBER 19th 1991 is: OEE (ounee
Home-EducationDau Dear £0,

Gonetine in the past you have indicated thatWhat can YOU do to spread the word uo) yore interested in a course on SteinerCc ‘
The Plymouth Polytechnic South West —% Organise a display at your local library start a course this September theoF community centre = book exhibition space are as follows:

aEN Ie Sa The Polytechnic Certificate is to be based* Contact your local public service on 12 modules each of about 30 hoursbroadcasting company (radio or TU) and see duration on Steiner education (theory andif they are interested ina short ites practice).

—

The Diploma will consist of anabout homo=edueation extra year full time, where a term would bespent in a Steiner school, followed by a® Arrange to be available somewhere suitable tera of lectures and then a full tinefor people to simply come and talk to you prodect of a ters duration,about home-education and then publicise the . . .fact. Lots of areas — What's On" . you 7 interested in knowing sore aboutmagazines or listings but will need to the course, contact: : .lmow in tine, Paul Filmore, Continuing Education, Polytechnicpal South Mest, Flunouth, Devon FL4 04% Distribute leaflets and handbills to your 5 < aslocal Citizen's Advice Bureau, Community Sent in by Miryar Bush, Enquiries Secretary,centre, library, Leisure Centre, doctor's Walessurgery, wholefood shop = anywhere with aNoticeboard. Standard leaflets, newbershipforas and handbills available fro Lucy
 

Charlton (@83759) 2118 Camping
* Organise a local gathering of sshens ueating families and invite the public CampinginFranceFESS Is anyonewith a cawper van interested inTF YOU CAN'T DO ANYTHING ON THE 19TH, WHAT |travelling in France next year?ABOUT THE NEXT WEEK? = REMEMBER, WE |Alternatively, we could use our van forHAVE THE LUXURY OF KNOWING THAT |transport if someone would like to camp,
FOFRDICATION 15 FOSSERLE.....AAAY DOW. Sue Petszaft, 2 Leylands Manor Tubwell Lane,
 

 
   
    

Please let me k av Crowborough, Bast Sussex(here will be .Publicity material to suppleaenwha OU ma self) amping in Kent
Lig Raasoy, 1 Stanford Hills Cotts, Stanford ithe camping weekend in Kent was a greaton2inensh hens M2 80h Tel \cuoooss and we would like to thank Penny(0508 for accommodating us and Sue and Keith forall their hard work arranging it.Fan Stevenson
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boys were so relioved to be out of school,4 Yecrs On that. despite Jo's terrible learning blocks. andconviction that he was thick, stupid andOn July 18th it will be four years exactly incapable, he worked like a Trojan for sixsince Jonny and Graham last set foot in a months, It would have been difficult for Joschool, I think it is a tribute to our to do less work, as he hadn't actually donekids that I'w still celebrating the occasion! any academic work during his last two yearsQue reasons for deschooling the boys have at school, so two sums a day was a 200%been written about in previous newsletters, increase,so I won't go into all that again, except to ;say one thing: we have just one regret As time went on though and we began toabout school = that wo ever sent thom in relax, they got increasingly more peluctantthe first place, to do anything just because I said so, ieeven a project chosen by thenselves wasTt seens like a good time to think about still guided by me and thereforewhat we've learned in the past four years, unacceptable We had quite a orisis at thisnot just in terms of the kids' academic point, (I wrote about it in the N/L andachievements, but also about the way our was amazed and incredible cheered by thekids have developed and grown without response I had from other EOers) I feltconstant peer=group contact; not just theirs, then that it was vital for the boys toeither, Homeschooling has made both Alan practise the 3R's daily, so in the end weand I review (several times!) our role as compromised = possibly the sost valuableparents and our relationship with our skill any EOing parent and child learns!children, to say nothing of the weaning of loosened up, Jo tried to put in a bit norethe word “education? effort, and Graham, who has never been themost co-operative member of the family, atI found Roger Rich=Smith's article in the least stopped complaining so often. $0last N/L interesting, I agreed with his academically, how are they doing? Well, theycomments about the school system and we both read avidly, can add, subtract, multipfollow more op less the same routine = and divide, measure, weigh and estimate aacademic stuff in the mornings, though not write a good story. I have little doubtfive mornings a week, but we seldom do that, if compared with school children, oranything as structured as artistic pursuits bright one anyway, the volume of acadonicin the afternoons, or not supervised ones work they do is considerably less, Neitheranyway, The children know where the sewing, of them could write a S=page essay in anweaving, painting etc, equipment is kept, and hour, or do §@ take-aways all in oneif they want to use it they do. Running a morning, or do most of the follow-up worksmallhalding means that most afternoons we required by a school history book NOTare working outside, I would by no means because they lack the ability, but becauseconsider us as "full-time" educators, though they would only do it if they could see thewe would always give advice and help if point of doing so , and they haven't beennecessary, Often the boys are working with trained to work at busywork that long,us, tending the animals, gardening and so Things that catch their interest = thatison, which, of course, is an education in different, they'll spend hours makingitself, something or reading about somethingexciting, Jo's writing is like beetle tracks,Roger says of his daughters, “They do more and, despite reminders, he cannot see thework in half the time, There is less point of neatness in a maths book, If hestress, and so fax no days off with illness, ever does a college course, which I have noThe girls have shown thenselues to be keen doubt he could do if he had a good reason,to learn, hard-working and a joy to have he would have to get a word-processon Weabout the place" Lovely, A cynical little do not use a computer at present for thevoice says “this is what is known as a Same reason I never used a babywalker = Ihoneymoon period? We had one of those! The feel that at this age it is better to use



 

the original equipment we were born with! I -iowTr a Luddite, but our generation never §o much for academia ~ what about the boysused computers at school, and I'n convinced themselves? Well, I think they are OK, butthat any intelligent person could learn in no then I'n prejudiced! They often fight, arguetine if necessary, and disagree ~ with us as well as eachothers (one great disadvantage in a familyWe tend, also, to do most written work in which believes in democracy). They havethe winter, and very little in summer; little tine for pointless rules, but can seeeveryone's got too wany other things to do. the sense in co-operation and coaprorise =Last year they barely picked up a pencil for exanple, if they help with chores flanbetween June and Septeabor, when a spell of and I have more time to spend with the,bad weather meant time to spend indoors, and if you want something, you have to workand writing became a change and not afor it. They have a vast range ofchore. I find as they get older (they interests, from beekeeping to space rockets,are now nine and eleven) they have wore and can turn their hands to avariety ofconfidence in their own abilities to learn jobs fron sewing hankies to feeding pigs towhat they need and what interests thea and shopping, During the past four years weless willing to follow any kind of curriculum; have lived in places which have had veryyet these spells without any “schoolwork” few other children and even fewerhaven't yet hampered their academic home-educated ones, But they get on well» Looking for a story Graham had with most people, from toddlers to grannies,written today I went through a folder and when they do see their peers theycontaining most of the work done over four really enjoy the a They see parentsyears, and I was amazed at their at their best and worst, working or playingachievenents, This is of course just what alongside us on good days, of keeping out ofJohn Holt says, and, though in ay heart I've the way during a bout of PMT or aalways believed that they can educate parental row; it is difficult to hide thesetheaselves quite well without any assistance things when we spend a day together(unless requested) from adults, it is a But they don't seem to be affected by thesenerve-racking experiment to try on one’s own signs of weakness or negativity ~ that ischildren. Suppose they DO MOT ever want to something you will have to ask them aboutweite or add up? Yet they DO, given the when they are old enough to get andesire to do so = a letter fron a friend, overview of us! They are prettybirthday money and so on. independant, and considerably wore discerning| than I was at their age,fs I said, I have absolutely no doubts that -if they wish, they will got GCSE's, degrees All in all, it's working pretty well - Ior whatever = without the constant training think! Despite my confidence in theirof set written work, or exams, They have intelligence, I have like the rest of us, Ithe basic tools to hand; basic literacy = suspect, a few worries, Will they be at athe rest is just busywork and onbroidery, disadvantage in a world that demandsThis was borne out by ay brother who left conformity? Are they getting a broadschool at 1§ just able to read and write, enough view of the world from this bit ofinterested in cars and music and little remote Irish countryside? Will they be tooelse, He worked as a labourer in various "different" to fit in with the rest offirms, ending up a telephone repair wan at society when they leave us? Suppose they36. At this point he had a family and big want to be stockbrokers in Neasden, or joinmortgate, and came to the conclusion that he the SAS? I'm conforted in my moments ofwould be better off sitting in an office panic with the fact that out of the peopleSending someone else down manholes and that I = and the world in goneral = adnire,getting higher pay. $0 he went to night are nonconformists; Churchill, Chandhi,school, and in a few years got several Geldorf, Jesus, to name but a diverse fow,B'levels, and a fow business studies Will they be happy? Do I have any controlqualifications, and several pronotions. over the circusstances that will wake them
222 «

 



 

 

happy anyway? I don't know. What I do The course is expensive and if you feelknow is that the lessons they have learned confident working with just a textbook thenand will 90 on learning = that the world is its notfor you, But if you are consideringmarvellous, that kindness is appreciated, that employing a tutor for maths for severalhard work can be fun, that all people have years (and several children) at over £18 porfaults as well as virtues, and a hundred hour it way be good value and worthothers, are good things to learn, and more considering,important than any curriculum or exam, . ;. The company is currently working on aTorri Shoosaith, Faha, Dronindoora, Caher, Primary course, statistics units, ete,County Clard, Ireland Fromaths is an international company withover 200,000 students, Should you beinterested a representative will visit you todemonstrate the course, Contact CarolHogarth, Promaths (UK) Ltd., 2nd Floor Unit2, Southern Court, South St, Reading RCLREVEWS 4Q8 or telephone 6734-50008
LETTS GCSE MATHEMATICS COURSEWORKPROMATHS COURSE COMPANION by Ray Willians £3.95

I was asked to review the Pronaths course Jf you are working towards CCSE in Mathsfor ‘both GCSE and A level nathenatics, The and concemned at. the thought of having tocourse consists of a series of units each produce coursework, this book is well worthconsisting of a textbook plus a commentary investing in,of § audio cassettes packaged in a carryingfolder The text is clearlyset out and has Maths in the past was all about a problemthe big advantage of having worked model with an answor you had to find and it wasanswers for all exercises. The audio either right or wrong, Many parents arecassettes are clearly labelled to tie in with likely to be concerned about having toche text and have sowe extra explanations investigate an open ended problem which isalthough quite a bit consists of reading the wide enough that wou can choose what to do.text in a formal sterile way. The approach Also the interest is not necessarily inis rather academic using technical names what answers you get but how you workedwherever possible which may wake it difficult your way there and how you opganised andwith younger pupils. There seens to be no poccibly abstracted your thinking, Pages ofguidance at present for dealing with the ciwilar calculations will get little credit butCoursework section of GCSE. finding patterns and predicting outcones is; of more value. It is not only of value toEach unit costs £14@ and there are four 15 year olds either = many of the problonsunits for GCSE and three more to A level can be approached with much younger(Pure Mathematios), If you buy all seven children. Even, 8 or $ year olds can dounits the reduced price is £800, installments this work to their own level and enjoy it,available, There is a valuable extra fhic really is an area where the parentresource of a tutor you can telephone can start alongside their child as an equalbetween 6 and 8pm any evening - as manY and test out for themselves how they copeltimes as required, This service applies toall menbers of the family so a processionof children could be a good bulk buy The above reviews are by Betty Ball,Service = and there is of course, no extra Canbridgeshirecharge for resits, Mock examination papers 8will be provided and any damaged tapesreplaced free of charge, O
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SOCIATIONADSUSIE
as perenne disappears as soon as the
lesson ends.

We fear that none of our daughters’present schoolfriends would be allowed toThere cannot be many of us who have not mix with them once we do withdraw then
agonized over this problem at some time or from school as the other parents er to
another be very conservative and would regard it asa fora of heresy to withdraw children fron
Dear £0, what is seen as the best local primarya (competition for places is quite
fire there any other hone educators or 4would-be home educators who way have any 7 We do not have any supportive familycasestings to a nota a ao _ living lo
daughters: Caged § a Camei 8. Before starting school, our elder
very concerned that they may become isolated daughter was quite outgoing and gregarious.fron other children, Currently, they both Now she is aoe to mix with childrenattond the local Welsh wediua primary school, She does not know (eg. in the park) and
the younger only part-tine. They both Prefers to stick to her group ofthoroughly enjoy school and seem to nix Schoolfriends,
a ee ee eee §, There seem to be very few hone
The following reasons wake us unsure that @ducators in our area and even fower withwe could provide thea with adequate children in a similar age range to ours,
GREENER: Ea)GENRIE We hope that somebody way be able to give

1. We live in the centre of town and US Some Suggestions or advice regarding this
there are no suitable play areas within a pFoblea, Maybe sonehody has already beenreasonable distance, through this and could give us the benefitof their experience. Also, we would like to2, Because their school is a Welsh medium Near from anyone interested inone, it has a large catchment area and none go-operative/communal living and/or
of our daughters: schoalfriends lvelocally ‘alternative" schools,
early a @ local children attend theEnglish priary school and have already Downa and Fred Coleran 49 Swansea Road,forned their own exclusive gangs, Manelli, Dyfed
 3. Due to the fact that we have movedfrequently in recent years we do not have anetwork of close friends with children the SPRICH MAL DEUTSCH!Same ages aS OURS, Does anyone know of a

4, Our acquaintances and workmates tend to German courseconsider us as odd because we wish to take| for young children (@ = 8 year olds?
responsibility for the girls' education and .also because of our interest in co-operatiuve| A friend and I have tried to find out andliving (Most assume that this means we would] been unsuccessful, so we are trying tosan see 2a write our own!

The Bartran family,5. rir both girls attend guanastics|6l, Mumford Road,and ballet lessons they do not get the|West Bergholt,opportunity to play with the other children|Colchester COS 3BL   
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Jethro is now 3 and over the past year Ihave thought quite a bit about playgroupsand how they fit in with EO, We alwaysintended to home-educate our children but Ihad thought that would be a largely privatedecision until Jethro reached §.
However, just before his second birthday wemoved to an area where I knew no-one, Myhusband was very involved in his new joband I also had a new-born baby so Idecided to use the local Mother and Toddlergroup for social contact,
The boys and I have continued to use thisgroup off and on, We live in a mobile honeand the space is welcone for letting offsteam during wet weather and there aretimes when I do need the adult company,But Jethro is not going onto the localPlaygroup; most children here move on at 2)ready for starting school the term of theirfourth birthday!
I am fortunate in that Jethro shows nodesire to go to playgroup; for one thing hecouldn't conceive of going anywhere I wasn'table to stay with him. I have alwaystalked about playgroups and school asplaces where “sone” children go and haverecently had evidence of how important thisapproach is. After a gap of a couple ofmonths Jethro asked to go to Toddler groupagain and from what he was saying I wasable to link this request to a remark Ihad made about Silas no longer being ababy but a toddler, Jethro thought Silashad to go to Toddler group! We did goagain a fow times = it was raining = and ISaw even in this group of very _children the beginnings of many aspects osocialization which we hope to avoid by not

usingthe school system. (A lot of what Iconsider unacceptable behaviour goesunchecked even with every child having aparent or minder in the room, SnatchingCoys, pushing over of small children whohappen to be in the way and a definite useof size and strength to commandeor the besttoys,I doubt if any of the parents therecondone this sort of behaviour and ¢would not allow children to behave like thatat home but it seems part of the functionof the group is to get children used tothe ‘real world’, to toughen thew up!
I also feel that the noise level and rangeof toys in one place is notconducive toconcentration or creative activity, Jethrorarely settles to any activity whereas athome he has periods of intense activityfollowed by long quiet periods of stories orbreastfeeding, In fact after one particularlychaotic session he said that going to Toddlergroup meant he couldn't get on with his“work” at home, namely digging in the gardenae the grass with an old luggagePolley,
repens My conclusion is that if you havevalues which have led you to question schoolfor your child then these pre-school groupsare best avoided as they are very auchpart of the same system, however good orbad an individual group may be,
However, we do not simply reject school forour children, we offer some kind ofalternative and I think this is just asimportant for the under-fives, If we arenot going to use the sustem then we eachhave to take responsibility for providingour child with the resources and contactsthey need,
There are groups such as ‘Tumble Tots’ whichallow children to meet in a less ‘preschool’atmosphere .....,ns A local La LecheLeague group might be a place to meetother parents who wish for a differentsocial life for their young children even ifthey are going on to school w.w.OP howabout inviting other children over to haverowdy afternoons of football in the gardenor whatever your child enjoys? As EOers
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we are able to break out of the
‘ppe=school' rut and find friends andcontacts of all ages for our children.
8o far I have had no dealings withauthority about home-education but as nychildren are unvaccinated and still breastfeeding I expect my health visitor won't bein the least bit surprised!
fis far as other parents are concerned Ifind those who are coanitted to the schoolsystem surprisingly easy to cope with Weagree to differ and in many cases caneach other for doing what we feel isbest for our children, Harder to deal withare the parents who feel soe kind of guiltat sending their children to school and tryand defend their decision by pulling yoursto pieces,
Apart from letting people know that it islegal to howe-educate I don't feel I have toexplain myself to any and everyone At theend of the day anyone who is genuinelyinterested will seek you out and perhapsthis is the tine to start building analternative support group for yourself aswell through £0 neetings.
Susan Upwin Red House Fara, New Hedges,Dufed SA89 SDP

SL , breeding up,bringing up or rearing up; and ware,This includes every with regard to themind as well as the body of a child) but,of late years, it has been so used as tohave no sense ree to it but that ofbook-learning, with which, nine times out often, it has nothing at all to do. It is,indeed, proper, and it is the duty of alleee to teach, or cause to be taught,heir children as much as they can ofbooks, after, and not before, all themeasures are safely talon for enabling thento get their living bylabens or forproviding then a living wil Labour sw
taken from ‘Cottage Eeonomy' by W. Cobbettpub, 1926
Sent in by Valerie Goraon

Pre-school Music System
“<ias

fs a new member I wust tell you how usefulI have found the newsletters and thepooling of information, I thought othermembers might like to know about a musicsystem which both ay children enjoyedos in their preschool years (and stilluse
The Tobin Music system aims to teach musicin an entertaining and visual stule I can'tspeak highly enough of it. Three toninetu-three year olds are soon able toquickly understand music theory, read pital,compose, harmonise and so on, venaccomplished nusicians can find somethinguseful in the systew, Candida Yobinalso gives lively talks, withplenty of visualeffects and audience participation, If thereis enough dewand, she runs weekend courses,
When I said I was writing to you, she saidshe would give the same discounts to £0members on her books, games and conputerprograms as she does to schools.
As well as her Commodore 64 and BBCcomputer prograns, apparently, Virgin Recordsare releasing a CDTU programme of hersystem this year and the Montessori Schoolsrere adopted her system of teaching music
For orders or enquiries please write to:Tobin Music, The Malthouse, Knight Street,Herts. CM21 SAX
I hope this might be of interest to otherEO members.
Linda Eeoleston, Hunters Lodge, Mill Lane,pare Steeet, Old Harlow, Essex CMI?OLN Teh, 279) 927121
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TICE of Annual General Meetin

 

to be held at Featherstone Castle,Northuaberland
Saturday 14th September 1991
    SOD,
AGENDA

1, Quorua2. Apologies3, Minutes4, Watters arising5, Rotation of officers6. Consideration of accounts - Treasurer7% Annual reports _a) Steering Committeeby Legal Group - Anne and RobNadec) Nenbership Secretary = Valerie Common@) Publications Co-ordinator = LynneGreenhough :®) Co-ordinators Secretary - Stephanieer8. Appointment of Auditors

6 Future venues1 fuged of accounts = Treasurer, Mike08. Howe-education Day = Liz Raasey§, Steering Committee report = decisionsee
Any member wishing to add an item to theabove agenda, please write to:General Secretary, Paw Stevenson28, Wyndham Road, Dover Kent CII? @BHas soon as possible,
Anyone doing so should either send a fullwritten account or be present at themeeting, in order for their request to bediscussed, Thankyou.

GCSE Camp
Hould anyone be interested in having a(fairly structured) few days camp/residentialtine (cheap) for teenagers taking GCSE'sonly? The idea being to take specificSubjects and work on specific areas/problens.Tt would have a much more defined focusthan most EO gatherings and cater just forthe needs of those children taking exans.
If anyone is interested and can suggest a— venue/ideas for workshops, please letne know,
I an thinking about some time in the winter

PROVISIONAL Agenda for Members Meeting Avis Greenwell, 155 Castle Nay, Dale,, Haverfordwest §A62 3RNto be held at Featherstone Castle

    

Northuaberland
Saturday 14th Septembera.m,

1. Quorum2, Apologies3. Minutes4, Watters arising5. Publicity Officer = situation vacant

 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL IVITION (by correspondenceonly) with ‘A’ LEVEL MATHS and ‘A’ LEVELPHYSICS,
SPECIAL LOW RATE FOR EO STUDENTS
Contact: Mr R, Freeborn, 4 Low Fen Road,Helpringham, Sleaford, Lincs (Ene, SAE)
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Longuage Learning It seems to me as though we acquirelanguages “in layers” and when we ape tiredor not well we instinctively use our “first®
For years I wished there were nore people language At least I do!
ae‘toda beaettrane ean i hope I have not put people off language

issui ing! learning altogether, As in all things,I now find myself issuing a warning! woderation is the key, Provided you start
It ig a highly controversial subject, Off, with speaking and listening only, you
Whereas it seons perfectlyaa fe children can't go wrong,o learn a language with each parenspeaking their respective native tongues, the PS. Sven, who was educated at howe for gelpases ns wt geno Bes SENWary A ee Muteanteonforward with non-native speaking parents, Thank you to Sande Cates and al te
If you do decide to teach you off-spring other nice people we got to know tiraSpanish or whatever, please bear in wind £0, for your help and support.
that many languages exist only in oral formand are passed on from generation to The offer for teenage EOers to stay for ageneration by verbal communications and Night or two (or three) at our plage stilllistening, There is no need in the early stands (Our youngsters are now 16,18 and
aTracy TT cakBEDETRIMENTALto"the °0 the .learner to start writing and reading the Zhe Bartrar family 1, Mumford Road, Hestforeionlanguage before the age of about Bergholt, Colchester Essex CO8 3BL
This applies especially to the two different And from Carole Bowaan:ets mentioned by the fanily from Milton .Keynes (p2@ June N/L) Please do not Several people asked for ways of teaching
burden your child with two completely young children foreign languages in the lastdifferent alphabets. It can do nothing but N/Lconfuse the learner! :

. One cheap and, dare I say, enjoyable method
Another point to bear in mind is that one is satellite TU. They can watch children'swain language is important to us as an prograames in French, Dutch, Japanese orindividual, We grasp concepts, “a cup" = German with a cheap satellite With a norevisualising a vessel to hold tea or coffee = expensive motor system the language choicewe like to express sorrow, love, excitement, is unlimited. It is also useful for
happiness, ete, It is one mediua we feel improving/refreshing a language learnt inconfortable with. Very hard to explain this school for the parents,point, But from many conversations with ea .people across Europe and language teachers For KO fanilies living outside England I havein this country I have found that everybody found the following clubs very good value,needs roots’ in a language as well as in a with books only heing sent that are
country, culture of whatever pre-ordered and paid for
I have heard of one gentlenan speaking Books for Children Ltdeight languages fluently, only to shed them Overseas Service Departmentone by one (the last one mastered pili PO Box 70away first) when he became very ill ani .only conversing in his “first* language just Gloucestershire GL? 722before he died.
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Books for Children
WitneyOxford OX8 SYF
The Good Book Guide$1 Great Russell StreetLondon CIB 3PS
All send regular newsletters and write upson books, videos and audio cassettes,
Mes Carole Bowman, Aaselvain Str 50,earthenvais Germany

l - CP PRESS:(I Eo ai 7s ee Ih
SEE HERTFORDSWIAL REGIONAL NEWS
National Home Education

Day
This is the last real opportunity to getinformation into the newsletter heforeober 18th,

         

We have had 26 requests from menbers forposters to display in libraries and lots ofenthusiastic ideas; kite/puppet makingworkshops, local radio talks, workshops withthe WEA, activities in parks/resource centres,“open days} newspaper articles and so on,
This is great! But if we are to cover thecountry and get the “hone education” messageacross to those who need it most, we needa lot more ACTION! So if you are notinvolved in anything so fan now is yourchance, I know that many people havethings planned that we've not been toldabout directly = for example, there arerumours of things going on in London but sofar no one has contacted us to let us knowwhat, when and where, Nhat about the othercities? Birringhan, Liverpool, Manchester,Sheffield, Norwich? What about Wales andScotland? Wherever you are, country ortown, please try and come up with sonethingeither on your own or in conjunction withothers, “Woman's Woekly" had a double pageabout home education (Lith June) whichmentioned the National Howe Education aAlready enquiries are coming in fronwanting ta know more about what's caice
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, Those of you who

Mike Cook (lel; @2273 67059) has promotionpens available and will be the ibutionpoint for car stickers. The posters will bepeady in September and will be mailed outto all those who have requested then.Handbills, AS information leaflets, addresslabels and membership forms are availablenow from Lucy Charlton (Tel: 053759 2118).Bruce and Christine Wallace (Tel: @44581 225)have back copies of newsletters and somerelevant publications,
ave planned librarydisplays: One member has requested thather library display copies of useful homeeducation related books and from her letterit seems the library is going to get thomin especially for this purpose,

Good luck in whatever you plan and let'shope the day is a success,
Liz and Gordon Ramsey 1, Stanford HillsCotts, Stanford on Soar Leics LEI2 SOLTol: 0509 856604

  

Worldwide Education Service Leaflets
At the Members Meeting held on the 27thApril 1991, at Featherstone Castle, it wasagreed that an advert or insert be includedin the newsletter, giving details ofcurriculum=based options available to Homeetupetits, from the Worldwide Educationepvice,
Some of those present were concerned thatEO should not be seen to be advocatingstructure or curriculua for howe educatorsas the only choice. This we are not,However, we cannot deny parents the right tochoose for thenselves, (See our principleaims on the back of this newsletter)
Mike Cook
 
  “Me Peter Rabbett, inspector (management ofparalne for Haapshire is to be senioradse for curriculum and professionalaie in West SiTIKES ED SUPPLEMENT oein by Kin Wark
  



 

Treasurer's Report:
End of the financial year once more forand the accounts are being prepared,was some years ago not to include aschedule of account in the newsletter ~menbers preferring regular format andpostage costs limiting supplement insert,
If anyone (other than statutory recipients)would like a copy when available, please sendwe a 33p SAE (AS or A4 envelope please)and I will oblige,
Some of you may have realised that bystriving to keep down prices, avoid VAT andCorporation Tax, we could be impeding thegrowth of the organization, The oldSuggestion of separating the publications into |a subsidiary has come up once again, so whycouldn't we create another company orsubsidiary?
First, Customs and Excise and HMI are wiseto such moves to avoid tax liability andwould still combine subsidiary income withthat of the parent company for taxpurposes. Unless of course you wanted atotal separation, another Limited Company,with its own Directors and Council ofManagement, But why another LimitedCompany?
Few people appreciate having their personalassets seized if the Company goes bust, ALimited Company not only safeguards

Charitable Trusts can only be managed byTrustees who are appointed for life or untilthey resign. They have absolute power andare answerable only to the CharityComission. Were we prepared to hand overall EO money and control to people (however—— over whow we had no influencecontrol?
EO Charitable Trust has at present threetrustees and £5,000 of what was mainlyAssociation subscription monies. The Trust inits present fora being unable to use itsfunds for the benefit of EO members ingeneral - only the public at large!
§o you see we are committed to fighting adefensive battle to keep prices (income) downif we are to avoid paying UAT andCorporation Tax. If we lose, prices, bothofsubscriptions and publications will rise,upsetting the fine balance hetween what ourmembers can afford or are willing to payand the services we can provide, Atpresent, subsidising gatherings, holidays andpublications is giving benefit to a greaternuaber = it's beginning to be worthwhile,Mike Cook
 

 

HESTAIR HOPE
I recently discovered that Hestair Hope, theeducational suppliers, offer 18% discount toanyone who goes to their school shop (ieYou pay the catalogue price, with no addedindividuals from financial disaster but also |VAT).the company from power struggles within,Directors can be removed by resolution,

fn idea floated some time ago was to usethe Charitable Trust to collect subscriptions,— would become donations and hence taxee,
The Association would run the publicationsand administration at a much lower turnover- the Trust taking care of the voluntaryworkforce and paying the Association to printand circulate publications, It all soundedgreat, no tax, low income with room to grow.But there was one snag.

Their address is: Hope Education Ltd,Orb MillHuddersfield Road,Waterhead,Oldham OL4 2ST
I obtained a catalogue simply by writing tothem saying I was a home tutor
 

 

 

MAZEL TOU to Belinda, Alan and Gus Reid onthe bieth of Barnaby
MAZEL TOU to Francis, Nick and RachaelMonte-Mason on the birth of Isaac  
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Zteenng Commitee Penpals
In the autumn my period on the steeringcommittee as the “third person" = ie theTon-office holding wenber will have come toan end.
A replacement person will be needed (possibly I would like a penpal aged 9 = 14 withtwo as changes in the nature of the job similar interests, as ;are likely), It is not usually a difficult I like guinea pigs, bike riding, playing thejob and if anyone feels they may like to clarinet, baking and £0.volunteer I'd be happy to talk to them Write quickly to:about it. Changes will be wade at the Rebecca Simpson, ‘Chickelborry, Bont Estate,Featherstone Castle meeting and will probably Llanon, Dyfed, Walestake effect at once,’ BS, Two letters will be replied to!Tt is useful to be able to get to nationalgatherings regularly as the job involues -taking decisions between meetings on things My name is Imogen Toapsett and I am ilthat can't wait and I've felt it important years old, , ,to have a reasonably clear idea of what I like swimming, cycling, cooking, rugby,others folt, The job will be fully discussed cricket, climbing and pressing flowers and Iin the autuan at Featherstone and I expect live in the country, -New guidelines to operate, Ny address is: Drove Barn, Whitsbury, 

 

Fordingbridge, Hampshire SPS 3PPPlease contact me if you are interested oree to Keith Charlton (Leics) or Mike Cook
ent) = the office-holding steering committee Hello, ay name is Leila and I am 10,wenbers,

ieraleedGa Sota aptlecdk Lint thdanford on Soa OrOUgR, esBOL ol: (0508)  #on804
. waking things. — .1 Stanford Hills Cottages, again after spending 1 year in Junior schoolLeila Cutler, 94 Waverley Road, Plumstead,London SE18 71
 
 

A_PLEA FROM A VERY DESPERATE EO FAMILY
HO FAMILY DESPERATELY NEED SUPPORT 10 SAVEHOME FROM REPOSSESSION,

CAM YOU HELP WITH MORTGAGE ARREARS?
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:"THE MORTGAGE CORPORATION"Send to Box 10, 2 Pretoria Villas, Brome,Rye, Suffolk P23 8AL

All correspondence will be passed on as thefamily concerned do not wish, at this stage,to wake their plight public,    -2)-

like computers, dancing, horse-riding andI'n being home educated

My name is Rachel Nountner and I'snearly 14. I love watching filas (especiallyDavid Lynch films), reading, writing lettersand my favourite music includes Julee CruiseREN, Madonna and the B-S2's,I would like a male op female penpal ofany age, from anywhere. I love all animals
Hrite to: The Pavillion, Coed Feanol, VaynolPark, Bangor Gwynedd, WN. Wales LLS? 4BP
Jinay Millan, 13, of 185 Castle Hay, DaleHaverfordwest, Dyfed, SA62 3RM is lookingfor a penpal of either sex around his ownage, He is interested in fantasy games,the occult, history, $& cycling and animalFights. He is home educated and a vegan.

 

 



 

Lega Morkyhop tine when we were together Sylvia gave usa lot of insight into the law relating toSpecial Needs, and Anne and Rob went over
On a grey weekend in March a dozen of us the relevant sections of the education law
and eight children met bepethut with Anne and discussed some of the case law pelatingand Rob Wade and Sylvia Jeffs for a legal to home education. Ne were informed aboutworkshop in a conference centre in ~ strategies which can be used when dealingGarden City. People have been asking we with the LEA, and it was helpful to havewrite a bit about it ever since and I have the full sequence of events which shouldonly just succeeded, as the last fow months happen when they are not satisfied, I foundhave been so busy. it very useful and enoaueging to discoverthe exact limits of the L andThe centre was very confortable and eful powers, and this has helped me considerablyand we had ios of room, The chivis in recent contact with theadisappeared in the maze of=corridors and spent hours playing hide and Anne explained the procedure connected withseek in the ewpty rooms, and they had fun School Attendance Orders and suggestedeeMf ag in a disused chapel. We courses of action if a family is threatenedenty of space and it was great to be with ona and she gave us some useful adviceable to work with the minimum of on how to present a good case to the LEAdisturbance. In order to save time I had for a family's educational arra Wedone most of the cooking in advance and I discussed the issue of assessment andhad enlisted the help of some local wombers testing and talked about ways ofso that mealtimes would be as streamlined safeguarding the parents’ rights, Bothas possible, Pam Regan, Barbara McDonald Sylvia and Anne made helpful comments onand Su Buckland were invaluable in serving Special Needs and the making of Statements,yp the meals, organising the tea breaks and and Sylvia showed us the ACK Specialoperating the dishwasher Paul (wy husband) Education Handbook which contains essentialworked very hard behind the scenes and information for anyone who has to adviserounded up the children veryopeertly when parents of children in this category,they were terrorising the OvereSixties Club Rob ensured that we were well supplied withwho met in the Centre on Sunday afternoon! information on where to get what, telling usabout such things as Halsbury's Statutes,One of the photos in our Library display the Education Authorities Directory and thefor National Home Education Day is of a Education Yearbook, We learnt about ways ofgroup of children clustered studiously around finding a solicitor (not many of them knowa computer, looking very absorbed and busy, about the law of education) and weIt's an ideal mubiityshot, demonstrating the discovered some of the pitfalls of usingway in which our young people can have the lawyers who also act for the LEA, teopportunity to work together using the latest heard about Care Orders, Educationtechnology......but it is fortunate that the Supervision Orders and the Child Abusese does¥ show what is happening Register and we learnt about the role ofthe screen! Somg was taken at the Ombudsman in cases where the LEA isthe workshop when were busy playing a guilty of maladministration.highly addictive Grand Prix racing car gane,and it was a source of great entertainment On the educational side we received a greatfor them in their quieter woments, deal of useful information aboutflexischooling, work experience, early admissionSo we had nothing to prevent us from to college, CCSE's, university entrance andgetting down te work, We had four gpants, There was ample opportunity forthree-hour meetings led by Anne, Rob and discussion and it was very helpful to shareSulvia which were very intensive, Anne had experiences with other co-ordinators, WeDrepared an excellent handout which we had discussed many of the problens which we allstudied in advance, and this saved a lot of experience, including the thorny issues of
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waking judgements about families and decidingwhat level of support to give when families
cannot cape,
For we the weekend was a very strengtheningand encouraging experience which clarified alot of things, It was very heartening todiscover the variety and richness of theknowledge and experience possessed by thePeople who met together We were all verygrateful to Anne, Rob and Sylvia for coming,and for all their hard work. Undoubtedlythe workshop has enabled we to be a moreeffective co-ordinator and the others whoattended also found it very helpful, judgingby the comments which I received afterwards,Also, it was a very enjoyable get-togetherwhich was a source of noral support, So ifyou are thinking of organising a workshopin your apea, I can say that it is verywell worth it and it is not hard to doTf you allow plenty of tine for planning andpreparation you can manage it even if youlead a very busy Life, as most of us do!Tf you would like any more details, you arewelcome to get in touch with me.

Leaming Link Update
From this newsletter we are reverting toour original format of offering just onecatalogue, costing £1.50, which covers nost ofthe computers we can supply, It differsfrom our previous catalogues in featuringonly computers from Acorn, Apple, Cambridge,Commodore and IBM, modons from Pace,electronic musical instruments anLogo/Scheme information, software and books.In future we will give quotes for printersand other computers on request butwill notissue separate lists, If you write to usplease enclose an SAE,
EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE We receive a lot ofrequests for sources of educational software,The main mail-order suppliers are:AUP, School HILL Centre, Chepstow, Gwent NPGSPH Tol:0291 626439 (catalogues available forNimbus, Aechimedes, Master IBM and AmigaRickitt Educational Media, Ilton, IlminsterTAS SHS Tels046@ S7152 (catalogues availablefor Ninbus, Atari ST/E, Spectrum, Commodore64 and Amiga and Amstrad CPC and PCH,Master and IBM),
VALIANT ROAWER DENONSTRATOR Valiant havevery kindly offered us the long tera loan 

Jane Lowe § Ela Gardens, aa GardenCity, Herts, ALS RX Tel, 0707 335825

HOUSE FOR SALE
Five bedroomed, stone=built Edwardian houseon a ridge overlooking the town, Big frontgarden, huge rear garden including pond,patio, garage, herb garden and strawberrypatch, Park to front, fields to rear
Burnley has lots to offer in terms oflearning experiences for howe educators andthere are a number of home educatingfamilies locally,
He have produced a sheet with details ofthe house and area, If you are interestedPlease give us a ring, You are welcome tocall and have a look without obligation andwe can usually find a spare bed for anight or two.
Jan and flex Smith, “Witchwood" 11 Queen'sPark Road, BURNLEY, Lancs, BRI@ 3bTel: (282) 831439

of a Roamer floor robot, The Roamer, forthose of you who haven't seen one, isshaped like a giant Swartie with a “touch”keyboard on its back, It is an idealintroduction to Logo and it can be equippedwith lights and sensors and given differentidentities using opaft waterials or Valiant'saccessory Identity Kit! 20 families whowould like to try out the Roamer can do soif they agree to comply with the followingconditions: In order that as many faniliesas possible get a chance to try the Roamerthe loan period is for one week only.Each family must pay the cost of postageand insurance from and return to LearningLink, This will be around £8. While intheir care each family is responsible forensuring that the Roamer is used only undersupervision. If the Roawer is lost, stolenor damaged ao to whow it is loanedwill be responsible for the cost of repairor replacement, If you are prepared tocomply with these conditions and would like  
-323-



 

to try the Roamer contact us. disk ete, Alternatively, if you send me ablank disk and SAE I would = ar toLOGO Many of you will be familiar with put a copy of the program(s) on it. Either@ Turtle Graphics part of Logo, however, way an SAE will get more details. Thejust as interesting is the list processing programs run on IBM PC with ECA colourfacility. If you would like to explore this graphics, I would like to be able to addaspect of Logo and don't know where to some more programs to my listbut amstart, we can recommend ‘Volume 1: lacking in ideas, If anyone has ideas forIntermediate Programming’ of Brian Harvey's uses for the computer but lacks thethree volume set called ‘Computer Science skill/time/whatever to program the computerLogo Style. This book is a thorough then please let me know the idea, I willintroduction to an aspect of Logo that gladly send a copy of the resultant programtends to get overlooked. There are many if the idea is practical,Logo books that can considerably enhance . .your enjoyrent of Logo and increase its Finally, on a completely different subject, ifeducational value, Send S@p and an SAK for you are dooking for a slightly differentour Logo/Scheme hook and software list, craft activity have you thought about rug. . making? We can provide all the necessaryEDSCHEME the educational version of the bits (canvas, wool, hooks) at prices wellprogramming language, is now available below the usual mail order suppliers, Wealong with an excellent self-study text. have a few designs we've worked out andEdScheme is available for the Arcahimedes, tried ourselves which we would be willing toAtari and IBM/Compatibles from: Ray Burcham, share or you can wake up your own = it isLambda Publications, 184 Cheney Manor Road, easy to do, even our § year old is makingThe Green, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NZ. The her own rug!Schemer's Guide costs £17.6@ and theEdSchene software £48.00, The Cuide and Andvew and Jane Milford The Bungalow,bple can be purchased together for ow fore Fara, Barway, Ely, Cambs. CB?
 L ing Link, 83 MM B; London SE13Learning Lin anor Park, SE HE JAPAN FESTIVAL 1991
There will be a Japan Festival in Britain. from August ‘81 to January '92.Andrew and Jane Milford may also be ableto help you out with your software needs, |Rvents will be organised all over Britaiand many of them sound very interesting, —mer iter fron tieKicasnOo SallyLew,; ee ie Edue eR, ewiS,I would like to both ask for and offer some/who seemed keen that EO and not justhelp to fellow EOers, schools should participate,

As a self-employed software engineer I am -interested in using computers to help in the a Sally Meaeay anormeeeducation of our two children, Sarah § and iMark 3, but baulk at. paying for software oeeeneeewhich I can easily write myself in my spare London SWIY SAKen A adescane ‘aograms based around cou Sorting and) The information pack includes a sheet aboutpattern matching activities, Haiku and a Haiku competition, which could
I would like to offer these programs to villas   others for a contribution to cover postage,-34-
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WHERE TD GET WHAT
The following ete are available fromBruce and Christine Wallace, 28 Diabaig,Achnasheen, Roso-shire IVz2 2HE

, Membershipillsfromane, Newton
O stationery, re-use labeForms, EO leatlets and hanLucy Charlton, @ WistowHarcourt, Leics LE8 @FTSend £2 for 18@ re-use Labels

PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY

       

 a is not Compdots (SINC)guide to your rig 4
earsing suggestions for under 12s £2.80

P year:ening older children plus GCSE £2.56
h_yo nm by John Holt

iy ome education £3.88
Learning all the time by John Holt £4.50
fehools we by Jean Bendel!goo and how book by EO member andlong term howe educator £5.95
u Masiacoples for '89 and '9@ £1 each
ie Newsletter bargain yeny four copies (our se n in '87 to"88 £1.86
wes produced peusletter iges:ve ection o e bes mn '82 to"86
Growing without $ ing = the newsletterof EO" pantie oaneond in the USA, Bentley, S£16 for six issues per year starting March,

EO _membership/museum cardsThe Eo wembership card give you freeadmission to the Science & Natural Historymuseums and Kew Gardens (seo Feb/Mar ‘StN/L for details) in London. Also EOers whoreside in Norfolk can obtain free admissionto the Museurs run by the Norfolk MuseumService, Please note that this is forNorfolk vesidents only and you way be askedfor proof of residence in Norfolk, To getyour card send an SAK marked ‘£0 card’ torPaul Bentley, 83 Manor Fark, London SE13 SRA
EO childrens’ cardThese ape personal cards to show thatyou are being legitimately howe-educated. Toget your card send an SAK to: William Rust,8 Church End, Gamlingay, Beds SC19 3EP

__, Learning Link _ .Learning Link is a non-profit making EOfamily run resource which can enable you topurchase educational computer hardware andsoftware at the educational discount pricesavailable to schools, We haveinformation/price sheets for Acorn, Apple,Cambridge, Commodore, IBM, Research Machinesand Tandy computers, Pace modens andelectronic keyboards, Details from: Paul83 Manor Park, London SE13 SRATel: @81 862 1563

 

 
 from: Jill Gillings, Ballag Farm, QualesOrchard, Ronague, CistletonnsTek af Man
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Sandie Cottee (6268) 733259Hazel Clawley (821 722) 7165Mick and Jennie White (8989) 23544Brenda Holliday (6786) 832042Miryam Bush (8269) 861069Sarah Taylor (881 888) 3200
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General

Secretary Pam Stevenson, 25 W Kent: CTI OBH Tel: a ee sl
Director of Publications LesleyShareesterfs Shieldag,Ross IU84 8XXxae(052)

PublicationsCo-ordinator LaresCoeenhoumhy 1 Park ttzeek, lteter,DES WE Tels (0773) 836662
Treasurer Michael Cook, 34 Beacon Road, Herne B:Kent cittas Tel: (02273) 67058 -

Chairperson Keith Charlton, 2 Wistow Lane, NewtonHarcourt, Leics LE8 @FT Tel: (53 759) 2118
Special Needs _ Jeffs, 16 St. Bernard's Road, Solihull2 7BB Tol: (21) 706 6460

One parent family Contact yee Blower, 150 oe Road,eitae s,Kast Sussex IN38 SJB Tel: (6424) Tea
Subscripti newals, $ hanas Bob Enmot, 148 i. Lane, Norwich, Norfolkfembershi NRS @AQ Tel: (0603) 7247865

Publicity Officer Vacant
Co-ordinators Secretary Stephanie Fut Avenue,sinsensare socasranres Sil Sd0ML BOND Paaode Scotland & Northern Englandi erst Cumins, 84 Machanhill, Larkhall,Lanarkshire ML9 2LD Tel: (0698) 887977

South East Valorie Conon, 19 New Road, Castlethorpe,i Milton Keynes MKI9 7H i, (8308) §11247
Wales and Midlands a Murely, 84 Witney Road, Stafford11? @BP Tel: (8785) 28753

London and Home Counties David Bettie, 56 Goodwin RamsgateCTLL OJ Tel: (0843) se3eha
South West faadea32Laenee    
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Education Otherwise is a

membership organisation which
provides support and information
for families whose children are

being educated outside school, and
for those who wish to uphold the
freedom of families to take proper
responsibility for the education of

their children.
Our principal aims are to:

encouragelearning outside the
school system

re-affirm that parents have the
primary responsibility for their

childrens’ education and that they
have the right to exercise this

responsibility by educating them out
of school

establish the primary right of
children to have full consideration
given to their wishes and feelings

about their education

For further information
Send a9 x 4 inch sae to: 36, Kinross
Road, Leamington Spa,CV32 7EF
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