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Edioral

Here we go again, just over a year on
Tine flies and not much changes, I and the
childeen are one uear older but the
questioning and the doubts peesist. FPerhaps
they always will? Maybe this is why I
enjoy editing the Mewsletter I find that
for every conceen/worry I have someone else
has had, or is having a similar crisis of
confidence.

Editing has been an infinitely less
feustrating and time=-consuming tash the
second time round. For one, I have become,
as they say, computer literate!! In that, I
have to agree with Teeri Shoosmith, As
adults we perhaps have less confidence when
approaching something new, but there is much
to be said for leaving learning a ckill until
it is needed,

One EOer laughed last year on hearing my
difficulties editing with a dmonth old (she
edited with an I18month old), Well, I have
to ageee with her = an 1Bmonth old can
cause far more havoc. He took a particular
liking to the “News from the Regions” notes!
Oh yes, we had fun!!

I hope you will find much to interest you
in this N/L, It 15 very word=intensive hut
there are a lot of thought provoking
articles, Let's just hope you do not get
too much eye=strain trying to read it!

May I say thankyou to all the contributors
to this N/L for sending their articles
before the deadline, 854 of the material
arrived on time. This is not a 'slap on the
wrist' to those who rang/weote at the last
minute, T mean to say, where would we he
without a little bit of last minute panic
and Juggling?!

Finally, a big thankyou to my children for:
a) the advice and direction regarding
heading style and clip=art. And to Philip
for the front cover

b for keeping out of the way when[made a
hash of sceveral pages (Did I say I was

computer literate? and for occupuing the
haby,

f full veesion of the 'Accused of Abuse'
article can be obtained from: )
Cheis Sempers, 17 Melton Fields, Brickyard
&3&9 au%rth Ferriby, Noeth Kumberside
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Thursday 24th October: Projection Room at
GlUNH mmﬂg the Point Cinema, Milton Keunes = a look

behind the scenes

Any offers/suggestions for future outings
m - m please contact Ualerie Common on@968 511247

Dyfed o

John, Sally, Ewma, Julian, Mike Lindsey and

children welcome Dufed EQers to an Equinox

gathering at Cwm Rhaffau, Sarnau, Nr
fvon

Abergarth(?) on Sunday 22nd September.
Please bring a lunch to share and fabrics,
The Bristol Seed Circle continues to meet scissors etc and together we can make a
several times each week for workshops, harvest time applique wall hanging Tel.
outings, play and entertainment. Members 6239 SLILI8
from other areas and visitors always welcome
Telephone Julia Hamwond on @272 638082 for
further information or to receive mailings Kemt
send an SAE to Poppy Creen, 15 Bellevue, Sunday Ist September: Open house at Hales
Clifton, Bristol BSS IDB Place, High Halden, Nr Ashford from Llam.
Ideas so far include huilding a (temporary)
BMX track in the field, a tree house or
Berkshire some swings and things in the woods. Bring
Wednesday IIth September: 19am = 3pw wood, ropes, bikes ete. Lots of cpace and
Pottery workshop Being packed lunch £1 pee Junk already here )
fanily Please ring me for directions and to give
:sth an égggs oafm;hat you wight bring. Sue
Nednesday Sth October: 18am = 3pm  Spinnin er
and dueing workshop Bring mﬁ' mncl;. gf go_&t{ee Museus of Kent Rural Life, Near
' aidstone

fani
. A growing number of families meet regularly
Both the above workshops will be held at on the first Thursday of each month in the
the Friends Meeting House 74 Ragstone Road, Schools roow, which has heen hooked from
Slough  Telephone Diana Keegan (8753 528889 lpm onwards. VUarious craft demonstrations

for more details have also been booked (August = Blacksmith,
Bring a picnic to have inside if wet =
Buckinghanchire outside if fine, Lots of interesting displays,

We continue to meet weekly for swimming at animals, ete to see and plenty of space for
Danes Camp, Northampton, on Tuesdays at 12 the childeen to play. In order to obtain a
noon, and informally for activities and Peduced entrance fee of 86p per adult and
outings. We are quite a swall group at 30 per child (under §'s free) please tell
present, but we would warmly welcome any the enteance keeper that you are with the
wonbers from further afield to jain us, E0 group.

I have two provisional dates: (please An alternative venue in Maidstone is being

telephone to confire) booked for the winter months from November
onwards = see next newsletter for details.

Thursday 26th September: Stacey Hill Farm )

Museum, Milton Keunes (Museum of Industey If you would like to have 'open house' one

and Rural Life) Cost 80p per child Bring day during the winter months, or areange a
picnie lunch neeting in your area, please let me know,

Pan Stevenson (9304) 210997




the Ceffrye Museuw. Humbers limited. Ring

to book.
=14 fhe museun is situated at the junction of
London Wall, Aldergate St. and St. Martins
the Grand(?. The main entrance opens onto
Hertfordshire the pedestrian high walk connecting the
The Heets group is eeting fortnightly on Baebican with the pest of the city (St.
Thursdays for cwimming, museum visits, Pauls, The Barbican or Mooegate tubes)
countey walks, a visit to an RSPB nature

reserve and a trip to Stansted Airport. I5th October: Science Museum Meet in the
Eo_au'—wea-vs"zfrm_m = foyer at IL.1Sam

fl?:-SO opolod . + PND- ‘t.\\»gzcs\(A’.

Prone Matascek laman o devails|ordes Contact Susan Petszaft, 2 Leylands Manox

e BN e 2) bb\® of

e iy b sy yuhall Tape, Ceomraugy, Last: Buseas. TS

an preparing an exhibition for Natiomal
Home Education Day on 18th October at
Welwyn Garden City Library, I have North/Imser London
arranged to hire a Poow in the librapy for We meet the firct Sunday of eveey month at
the morning so that anyone who i the Feiends Meeting House Church Ceescent,
interected can come and talk to us, If Nuswell Hill, N1® (nearest tube Highgate,
you would like to drop in between ilaw - Northern Line = 18 winutes walk) frow Epm
fpn on Saturday moening it would be lovely = Bpm. i
to cee you. MNe will be upstairs in the Bring food and drink. We are not allowed
Dorothy Hess Roow, just off the Junior to use their equipment so being playthings
Library, to share eg toys, aets and crafts, weiting
Foc Suckner deto\s of aloove coned material, dressing-up clothes, wusic etc.
Jane Lowe, 5§ Eln GCardens, Welwyn Carden ask for a contribution, if affordable,
City, Herts AL BRX (o1o71) 2335%2S  suggested £15@ per family.

Everyone interested in EQ is very welcome.
London Outings Wheelchair access is not easy hut possible
So far this uear we have had sowe excellent via a slope in the garden, toilets are not
talks and activities at various museuns, fully aceessible
Everyone is welcome to join us from any
part of the country but I do need to know Dates: Sundays, August A4th; September Ist;
about two weeks in advance if you are October Bthi Novewber 3rd
coming,
27th August: Mational Portrait Gallery 1115am Monday Outings BRING PICNIC ERING
The life of Sir Hemry Unton, an Elizabethan .
gentlenan re-enacted in music, drama and 12th August: Llam Highgate Woods, Muswell
dance, No under 7's. Covent Garden Hill Road N16 (Highgate tube) Meet at
afteruards Adventure Flayground stule playground

10th September: Hampton Court Meet at 19th August: Llam Sainsbury Exhibition,
11,30am at the Trophy Cate. Ring to let me National Gallery, Trafalgar Square (Charing
know you aee coming, MWe might have the Cross tube)

benefit of a histoeian among our numbers , :

26th August (Bank Holidayk 1lam Golders Hill
24th Septemher: 1lam Museun of London. I Fark by the cafe (Golders Green or
am truing to book a lesson for 7=11 year Hampstead tube buses 216 or 2€8)

olds in the prehistory and Roman Gallery.
If thic ic cuccessful then we can work 2nd September: Llam Ewbankment Pier on

through the different galleries as we are at Thames, boat trip to Creenwich, walk through
i 3 =i




suitable venue if necessary. If therp awe

iy = S enough interested children (any age above 4
gears) we could start a group after the
_ : summer holidays,
Thames tunnel, Docklands light railway For wore details please contact Eleanor
(Embankment tube) Stapleton, 21, Central fAvenue, Edmonton NS

SRQ  Telophone @81 884 1368
th September (Rosh Hashanah) 1lam Regents
Park. Primrose Hill playground (Cawden Town
tube) South Lomdom
) Re meet more or less monthly to encourage
16th September: 1lam Cowmonwealth Institute each other neet new faces and play, HNe
Kensington High Street, weet at 'Canada’ (High being food and deink to chare All welcome,

St. Kensington tube) )

) .. Saturday 27th July: The Child and Parent
23rd September: flam Parliament Hill Centre in the Albany, Douglas Way, SE8. 1lam
Adventure playground near the Pumning teack = 3.30pm. Deptford High Steeet and Douglas
(Belsize Park tube or BR Cospel Dak) Way are closed on Saturdays for the market

) s wey, 50 drivers should aim to park in Watson
30th September: 1lam Parliament Hill/Kite Mill Steoet, CAPC ic on the ground floor of the
= bring kite ) ) Albany, turn left as ?ou enter the cafe and
ith October: 1lam Coram Fields, Cuildford go to the very end of the corridom

Streat, WCL (Holboen tube

) Sunday 18th August: Norwood Childeens'
14th October: 1lam College Farm, Fitzalan Centre, behind St Luke's Church, 2-8 Norwood
Road M3 Kigh §t, SE27, 1 ~ Spm

glst October: Llam Kentish Town City Farw, Sunday 29th September: Norwood Childrens'
gess&% Close NWS (Kentish Town or Chalk Centre I = 5pm (see above)

]
Telephone to check details, especially if Saturday 26th October At the Albany 1law =
raining,  David and Helen Michael 681 455 3.38pm (see above)
§109; Jo Jenkins 81 883 8652 Belinda and
flan Reid @81 343 1061 Sunday 24th November: At Noewood Childeens'

) Centre 1 = Spm (see aboue)
BRLOCOORE o) S B SRy Certeg dg
gincou size ube op For more details telephone Modge or Dorothy
Hampstead Heath) for family workshops on 881 489 edl3
Tuesdays and Thursdays 3.30 - 5.30pw teew
time. Telephone The Fleet for details 871 Norfolk
485 9988 Informal gathering for EO families, fortnightly
from Hednesdag 4th September 2pm = dpn at

_ §t. Mary's Church hall, Conaught Road,
I hope this is supposed to go under the Attleborough, Al welcome! For enquiries
same heading as the above. If not I telephone Teena on Attleborough 455672
apologice, The notes came independantly hut
both asked to be put under the heading
'North London' Kast Sussex
) o The last several newsletters have not
e have discovered an inspiring contemporary carried any reference to our activities, but
dance teacher, who runs classes of movement we are still here,  We have our own local
to music. She is willing to have a class of newsletter, in which we list events and
ED childeen. She hac some free MOFNIngs meetings, Since I have been editing it, I
and has said that she would travel to a haye failed to keep the natiomal newsletter

sl




=Y

up to date = I apologise if you've been
missing us!

We do have plenty of contact between Eing
families, including open days at people's
homes, meetings at Drusilla's (a brilliant
local zoo-playground), activity aftenoons (we
hire village halls) and focused get-togethers
to explore the area, Last weekend (Jume
14,18 and 16th) we had 2 camp in the niddle
of a wood, culminating with a stoeyteller who
gave us sowe Native American legends. It
poured with rain most of the time and I
would say provided a memorable occasion -
34 people huddled in a teepee, complete with
{:o%(&? fire, dramatic hail/thunderstorns
ne

Our local newsletter contains more than
events listings - there are articles and
letters which might interest EOers anuwhere,
If you'd like to see a free copy write to
Lundon Pugh, 37 Nevill Road, Rottingdean,
Brighton BNZ 7HH or telephone (8237) 367563,
Six monthly issues cost £3.

Tyne and Wear ) .

If anyone is interested in meeting regularly
for social/educational reasons, could they
please contact me. Some of us have started
cwimming regqularly at Elswick pool on
Mondays at 12,36pm during term times,

He have a space hooked at City Library on
19th October 9.08am =~ 5.00pm, Could I have
yolunteers please to help peeson it?

Contact Yvette Haimes 172, Doncaster Road,
Sandyford, Newcastle upon Iune

NEZ 1RB

North Yorkshire

We had an enjoyable day at Rievaulx in May,
It was good to meet everyone

Picnic/family day at Knareshorough in August.
Confiem date with Sue Clare Tel. (843 38

364

Sunday 8th September: 2pa Get-together at
home of Lyn and Careth Lewis § Uale
Crescent, Bishop Wilton (Tel: (87588) S70)
Weather perwitting, No smoking zone

Proposed visit to archaeological dig. Date
to be arranged in September

Local library space needed in October for
North Yorkshire, Information campaign in the
pipeline, Ring Sue Clare for details and
paperwork,

South Yorkshire

At the mowent I'm weiting this nothing has
been organised (apart from the weekly
neetings at my house) However by the time
you read this newsletter a planning weeting
will have taken place. _ .

Give we a call if uou are interested in the
results of that.

Dineke de Jong 48 Montgomery Road,
Sheffield 57 ILO Tel: @742 S5S3B38

Hest Yorkchire

20th fugust: Trip to Temple Newsham, Farm
with rare breeds (free), large grounds,
stately home with collection of chinall, nice
cafe. Meet at cafe 1lam

4th September: Cet-together at Kim Wark's
house, 21, Drummond Avenue, Leeds. You are
welcowe to arrive after 10.30am.  Those
arriving early may be given a duster!
fictivities could include spoets on a nearby
field, a walk in the woods, music or
something Feench. Please hring gwn lunch,
drinks provided, Telephone (BS32) 78773 for
dieections and to let me know you are
coming,

16th September: Trip
Halifax, Kall, grounds and folk museum.
there 1lam

to Shibden Hall,
Meet

30th September: Parents' meeting at Jacqui
Reed's house, 73 Salishury Road, Armley,
Leeds, Tel: (8532) 788783 for directions.
Planning meeting for future activities.

..5'-




in T|.E "-G:H Bgé‘eaguered parents, then immigeants in the

Dear EO, If the above is less clear than I would
wish it to be it is because I am struggling
I an moved to write this letter after with a form of English still not standard
having seen ‘Open Space' on BBCZ, (Monday to me after living in the UK, all these
16.6.81), [T 1§ 1S an effort motivated by the
) lessons learned during a long and once
The programse was one of a series of Uideo near-fatal illness I am still recuperating
Letters. This particular epicode from.
represented an exchange of videos between a _ ,
group of protesters who were initially I trust that what I'm teying to say will he
anti-gupsy and an eloquent lady representing sufficiently clear to enough people as to be
the “travellers' side” from the neaeby ultimately helpful to all concerned in the
“permanent site* which Avon Council provided present dialogue.

under extant law. .

With very best wishes,
By the end of the debate the two 'side¢’ .
had effectively do-si-doed, as in square Jacod Bush, 68 Maesglas, Pontyates, Llanelli,
dancing, (I've probably spelled the step Dyfed, Wales SAIS SSH
weong but readers will doubtless be familiar

u%'th the 'gorner_ t!}ovmal' Iltrsfe; to) ghisl
change of positions resulted from mutua
passion and conpassion! STOP PRESS!

I am aware that good contacts exist between )
E0 and the Romany community and that the| The media and the Press are already
sunapse is basically effective on both cides, |chowing a geeat deal of interest in EO with
Nhat worries we, however is that comehow, we| regard to National Howe-Education Day
seen to have failed to communicate the basic in particular

axion which John Holt moee than demonstrated
in his 'Teach Your Own' namely that you| In order to be able to offer up-to-date

yourself do not have to know a thing for infoemation and statistics
your childeen to learn it on their

[T I For example, that a child can learn Sarah Taylor

to read in the presence of adults who do has prepared a

not, as yet, have that particular ckill and,
in fact, can INPART that skill to those) S HORT QUESTIONAIRE

witnessing adults!

for YOU to take to the local school,
I can cite a parallel experience in my own| shopping centre, health centre or even 56
imnediate family, Our teenage daughter has| miles away to your non-local...if vou so
been learning Welsh from two houscholds wigh (i)
across the road from us and has not only| and ask parents what they know about EO
nanaged to impart a lot of her knowledge| This should only take a minute or two
to my wife, but even to me. The latter ic
a big accomplishment as I had dropped out| FLEASE make the effort, If everyone asks
of a number of formal courses for| ONY two people we will have meaningful
Kelsh=learners, rather discouraged at my statistics to quote
inability, up to that puint, to teanscend

some inadvertent, but neverthelecs poweeful,| Contact: Sarah Taylos 23 Whitley Road,
early behaviour conditioning towards London RJ
monoglotism at the hands of wy own Tel: 081 808 3200

-b,




TO an Sdoizor

Thankyou for coming to vicit us, You are
welcome, We are glad that we live in a
countey where it is normal for the State to
pare ahout children and to want them to
have the bast.

Ne can easily iwagine that coming here ic
not your idea of a satisfying assignment.
You are used to seeing professionals at
woek, people with whow you chare a general
picture of what education is. Your natural
inclination is peobably to be very suspicious
of us, to wonder what on earth makes us
want to spend hours every day doing
something which we already pay taxes to
have comeone else do for us, Me can
understand that, Perhaps you also wonder
how people who have never listened to
lectures on education, nor practiced the art
of teaching classes of school pupils, can
hope to handle the task of hringing their
own children to maturity,

We respect your feelings, whatever they may
be, You are not oUP ENEMY, NOP We YOUrs.

We will listen respectfully to your advice,
but we claim the right, having heard it, to
act on a different way, This is not
rejection, You know, if you are honest
about your work, that education is not a
single, unchanging discipline. Methods which

peason why we chould not try something new
and different in education.

S0 we expect whatever we discuss today to
he ceen ac part of a wholesome search for
teuth and not as some sort of missionary
sermon from an enlightened society to a
gathering of backward natives. Strong words,
peehaps, but that is how some of us have
heen treated in the past. We would not
Like you to he unaware of our
susceptibilities,

You ack us ahout structure, programmes of
work, times of lessons and so on, Ke do
not want to make you think we are
irrocponsible or woolly=minded, but we have
to say to you that these things have no
importance for us.

We think that steucture and time-tabling are
hy=products, not necessities, Let us ask you
a simple question! do you think = honestly
and seriously = that schools put pupils
theough 2 fixed routine of lessons hecause
that is the best way to educate thew? If
50, you must explain to us exactly how, for
instance, it is better for our child to do -
say = thirty minutes of Maths, four times 2
week at arbiteary times than to spend a
couple of hours working on a project which
really interests and absorbs him here at
home. MWe cannot deal in generalities: you
nust, MWe say it with respect - tell us
precisely, and in detail, why you want to
force your way onto our child?

You accuse us of generalising. e want to
suggest that all talk about scheol education
has to he general, You cannot talk in
particularities ahout a system which starts

were unquestioned when we were children gyepy child at the same age, expects him to
would he dismissed out of hand today, That Jeapn the came facts and skills, tests him
is not cant or vague chat-chow generalisation at the came time ac every other child, and
- it is the sober truth, Co back even kepps him under instruction until the age of
further than our generation and you will giyteen, like everyone else, In fact, though
find ideas for which a training=college we generalise about the effect of schooling
ctudent would be rebuked nowadays, striding gn childeen we think that we know anough
confidently through the school sustes ahout our own child to construct an
sweeping all argument aside. The Act of optipely personal education for him, Because
1944 came from the thhOSt_ level of he speaks freely to us and tells us the
Educational thoug_htz bg 1960 its ideas about teuth we can gagi[g submit our ggm]_ ideas
secondary schooling had been denounced and aksuc education to the test of his response,
weee in retreat. He in our turn see m0 and modify them in any way necessary.
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WANTED.
A semi- proFes'_ﬂona’ artist
to illustrate  ‘Early Years'

Contact: Sarah Guthrie
Field House, Thrandeston, Diss, Norfolk

Your questions about steucture are difficult
to answer. You sound as if ‘steucture’ is
sacred, a sort of holy word, which must
never be denied or discounted, We fear that
if we tell you - as we wust = that
artificial structures simply do not correspond
to the way real children learn, you will
close your minds to everything else we have
to say MWe do mot want that to happen.
80 perhaps we can put it like thist learning
always takes place within a 'structue’
Children do not pick up language without
ereating an intricate network of subtly
related ideas, The structure is theee, hut
it is the child's, HWe suspect that by
'structure’ you mean an order of doing
things which makes sense to a grown=up;
nouns before verbs, adding before taking
away, Queen Elizabeth before James I,
Children do not think like that. Me know,
for instance, that children learn sentences
before they distinguich woeds, He find, in
our experience, that our child quite often
attacks problems from unusual directions,
because he sees good Peasans to do so, He
learns, not Just from the easy parts of a
probles, but also from the bewildering
difficulties he cometimes mests, We beljeve
he can 'steucture’ his own learning: we chall
help hin only when he needs it,

You are rightly concerned about socialization,

We cannot allay your fears if you honestly
believe that a child will he socially crippled
if he does not go to school, However we
would like you to know that our child has
many friends. He chose them, or they chose
hin. They do not bully hiw, gang up on hin
or jeer a him if he isn't wearing whatever
the clothesshops say is fashionable: apart
from those no doubt valuable experiences he
has normal social relationships,

There are many other comments and criticisns
to be made about our arrangements,
Naturally, we shall be equally outspoken in
our evaluation of your cystem, This ought

not to come between us. We both want what
is best for the childeen. The question is,
how can we possibly achieve that good end
without killing their curiosity and forcing
them to spend many hours 2 week doing
things which bore and depress them?

You insist that school these days is nothing
like that. Our child says that his school
wWas, He believe him, and we have acted on
that belief. It is for you to convince hin
that what happened to him was an
aberration, not to be repeated. You can
try, but frankly we doubt if you can
succeed. Ke is doing too well, and the
nemory of boredom and bullying is still too
much alive in his mind to yield easily to
your persuasion,

Christopher

Shute, 7 Niln Way, Polesworth,
Staffs B78 LJF

SMALL HOME-SCHOOL

(growing to approx. 18 children)

OPENING SEPTEMBER 1981
IN SOUTH LONDON

Led by an experienced Montessoei and French
teacher (salary to be covered by parental
contribution)

If you would like your child to gjoin this
group, from September onwards
o6 would like more information

, Flease contact:
Julia Harvey, 85 Emmanuel Road, Balham,
London  SHIZ @HR
Tel: 081 671 6227

The individual who sees himself and his
situation clearly and who freely takes
eesponsibility for that self and for that
situation is a very different pergon £rom
the one who is simply in the gwip of outside
circunstances,

Carl Rogers 'Freedow to Learn'

_8-




Can arnvone hel?

Ne are looking for somewhere to live = a
house (possibly communal), caravan, .
to pent in an area with others who are
howe educating

At present we are staying with my parents
after moving from a boat last December
Council and Housing Association waiting lists
;llu,ci g)uposnblg long (over a year IF you are

We are: myself, my 4 = § uear old son (he
is active, imaginative and sociable, he loves
books and comics and dreaws of heing
clowns, aceobats and wagicians 'cum knights
(King Arthur or Robin Hood!) like many his
age), and my daughter = 4 months - who
likes trees and water amongst others!

I would like to have some space to do the
things I enjoy = recycling old to new
(clothes, fueniture or anuthing I findD),
knitting, puppet, kite and toymaking. Things
that are new to me are natural dying, wine
making, cycle re-building (nothing
complicated!) and iardenm . MWe share a
beautiful organic allotment which is our only
sanctuary, I would also like to take up
weditating and some yoga again as they fell
by the wayside lomg ago and are much
needed again,

Is there anyone out there who is
like=ninded and has, or knows of, the space
we require?

If co, please weite or contact me:
Sucan Robinson, cfo 48 Coppice Avenue,

Narrooate, North Yourkshire MGI 2DL  Tek
(0423 563360

LATE
REGIONAL WEWS:

EXTRA
CLAMORGAN

ote.. [saturday 10th August: Meet at the adventure

plagground Bryngarw Country Park, off 4085,
four miles noeth of Bridgend at 11.30am

16th September: Llanishen Leisure Cenre meet
at 11.36am for soft play, short temnis and
SWimming.

Kate Powell, 1 Edith Uillas, Llantrisant,

Nid. Clamorgan CF7 BET

Justice for Children

Dear ED,

Do any other ED families have difficulties
utitl; attendants, in Museums, swimming pools
ate?

fic my son, Michael, gets bigger we have been
having moee and moee clashes with them,

Galleries and museuws are exciting places to
an L1 year old and my son is not inhihited
about making little whoops of appreciation or
grunts of disapproval. He moves ahout a
fot and may suddenly dart towards something
that has caught his eye At this the
attendants move in closer and draw attention
to themselves with non=verbal waening noises.

Our enjoywent is spoilt and is replaced by
aniiety on my part and anger on Michael's,

gooner or later he infeinges the 'rules’;
reaches out to touch something or leans too
far over a barrier and the full wrath of
authoeity descends upon us.

FEATHERSTONE:

Did anyone find a bicycle security chain
covered with white plastic. Lost there.
(Kands up anyone who caught chickenpox. I
did for one)

Sup Petczaft, Eact Sussex

April

......... I am not good at acting as his
advocate because what I really want is to
be as_inconspicuous as possible. Nichael
finds it hard to conform just to placate
authoeity. Any adviee?

Stegn Fulchec, 50 Springfield Ave .

Oneskecfield SiO ‘Wi (o2ule) 239048
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101 T Never
Knew about EOQ

1. ED started life as Mothers Education
and Training but was quickly renamed
Education Otherwise after complaints from
vegetarians,

2. Membership is divided into 68 areas, the
six are as follows:

London South (63)

Kent (83

London North (81)

Hest Midlands (81)

Essex (58)

Dorset (54)

3. Glamorgan and Cloucestershire were
disqualified when judges found evidence of
multiple entries in the Contact List. The
Gilmoees and the Pembertons were both
visited and
each not two.

4, Central (Scotland) is the lowest area
with one memher and are considering merging
with Cleveland (two wembers) hut are unable
to agree on a new title for the area.

§. EO0 membership is made up of many
different nationalities, there are the English
in Horley, the Feench in Clacton, Manchester
and the Wirrall: the Welsh in Slough: the
gaaeroons in Reading; and the Poles in Stoke
ages.

B, Some memhers have gone so far as to

L
3
3'
4,
8.
B,

found to consist of one family

Bristol, London, Chelmsfard)

8. It was interesting to note what a
nuti-talented memberchip we have. We could
all get together and form 2 labour agency.
Ke have Nariners (Lavenhaw): Wainweights
(Dldhaw); Taylors (Haverhill, Kenilworth);
Farmers (Jersey); Sheppards (Kendal, Finsbury
Fark); Bakers (Ilford, Dereham); Fidlers
(Ramsbottom); Doctors (Chelsea); Cooks
(Norwich, Herne Bay); Nillers (Holywell);
Paynters (Newcastle); Brewees (Leatherhead);
gheelse;)mghts (Chelnsford); Wheelwrights (Castle
ouglas),

Apologies to anyone I have omitted or
insulted, The other 83 things will appear
at a later date

James Gommon, Castlethorpe, Milton Keynmes

WANTED IN BRISTOL OR BATH

Somewhere for Joe (4 and a half) and
Eleanor (2) to go

One day a week in term times from
September 1981
In return: your child/ren to us? part
payment? any other ideas?
Tel: 0272 541860

change their suername to that of theip
favourite Ffoothall team = Oldham
(Huddeesfield), Blackburn (Padstow), Bradford
(Newton Abbot), Chester (Durham), Hull
(Darwen), Preston (Rochdale), Charlten
(Leicestershire), Bolton (Boston and Leeds),
Morton (Liverpoal).

I am trying to persuade Val to change ours
to Queen of the South but she won't buy it!

T Those non sporting types have just gone
for colours = Pink (Havant) Brown (Malsall,
Solihull, London, Skipton, Bichopston, Moepeth):
White (Lincoln, Eye, Croydon, Leybuen,

Brentwood); Green (Huddersfield, Merthyr,

MOTHERS HELP NEEDED
Nou/Dec '81 16¢

Please weite for more infoemation enclosing a
fow details about uourself,

Nrs. Carole Bowman
Anselrain Str 50
Oberderdingen

1518

Germany

_IO-




Autumn
at
Featherstone Castle
12th - 17th Septeaber 1381

Featherstone Castle is a big xambling house
with acres of land around it. fAs there are
no carpets or fancy decorations it is ideal
for EDers of all ages.

8o come meet new families, sing dance and
make merry, Malk, talk and appreciate the
counteyside, The choice is yours BUT only
if you are there

ACM _ Saturday 14th September

Further details: Jill Gillings, Ballaglonney,
g&naa?gue, frbory, Isle of Man  Tel: 0624

=ne-§000----

fs a fairly new member of EO, I would like
to give Tow's (7) and my experiences on
gur_lﬁrst teip to Featherstone Castle last
pril.

After a 7 hour Jjourney by train from Bath,
we arrive at Naltwhistle. Several other
families arrive and we are all collected in
a pick up van. Children in the open back =
auch to Tow's delight - and adults in the
front, Our first visit to Featherstone
Castle had begun!

On arriving at the Castle, we had our
photographs taken (optional). They would be
pinned up on a board later so we could put
our names underneath and everyone could get
to know everyone a lot quicker What a
good idea.

He chose a bedroom. Tom wWas very
enthusiastic with his first taste of
community living = eight bunkbeds in one

He made friends with
age and he was off!

huge room = great!
another little boy his ]
Other than meal times, I hardly saw him the
fow days we were there. Occasionally I'd
catch a glinpse of him sliding down the
stairs, dashing around the Castle, plauing
hide and seek or swinging from the

of a teee in the beautiful grounds, There
were sowe really good workshops for the
children, but as the weather was so good,
Tom chose to cpend most of the time outside
with his new friends.

I did not find it difficult being a newcower,
as everyone I met was very friendly.
advice to new-comers is to expect a feeling
of 'everyone knoum% everyone else’ because
nost of them do! But everyone is willing
to chat, and, aftee all, we all have a
common interest, The kitchen is a good
meeting place if you are feeling lost!

We were only staying four days so the time
to leave soon came, Tom was eeally sad
about having to go, he grabbed a huge
branch laying in the court~yard and nothing
would part him frow it. He just had to
have a little bit of Featherstone to take
howe! It was difficult to say the least,
getting on and off trains with a five foot
branch.

Several times on the way howe, Tom asked
why he had to go to school when all these
childeen did not, I feel very guilty about
cending him, as I know it is mot doing him
any good, His main complaint is that it is
boring. I did withdeaw Tow from school for
several months, but he was desperately Lonely.
He is an only child and no other Elers
live in the immediate area, If there are
other EOers out there with just ome child
at howe I'd he grateful for any advice as I
nay well withdraw Tow again if things do
not impeove in his next class.

We hope to see everyone again at the Castle
next April. Tom says “"Hello to Curdie’
Sorry we didn't write Heather we lost your
addeess and I do not know your surname.

Thanks to the oeganizers of Featherstone for
making it so enjoyable

Carale and Tom Mayes § Oakfield Close Bath

<\




Schod Emm instant meeting with the Head, with the
eesult that they backed off. But all

confidence was gone and none of this had

Dear EO hehlpn?d Rebecca, who remained unhappy at

' school.

%hotl?ollll?ﬁb{)u‘tmilg ;frt‘gfu atnslm;?mnmsaté 's'ii’.f".é We moved back to Leeds, after I had my
beeaks up thic year we chall have both of Second daughter and sent Rebecca to the
our childeen out, local school. ALl seewed well at first until
we noticed her unhappiness retuen and her

For a long time we knew sowmething was POOF achievements. (Incidentally, we were
wrong with our eldest daughter's education, Summoned omce or twice to see a wedical
She was always so sunny and happy full of Officer at the new school, but she was also
life. The first school she attended, all the doctor who saw babies at the local

seened well, but her teacher there peally Clinic. She had received a report on

loved ohildeen = she was, as I have since Youngest which stated she had cerebra
found out, exceptional. palsyl I told her I would have noticed

being a gualified nurse and observant
Ne had to move to Essex and this was our Parent. This enlightened lady said she had

first bad experience. Suddenly Rebecca did Mo further need to see any of my Family)
not want to go into school and would cling p
to me, crying. I was told it was wy We approached Rebecca's teacher, who

attitude, when I expressed concern, and would Dasically shrugged his shoulders and was
I please leave her outside school and go, Unable to understand what we were worried
each moening, Then we began to Peceive about. ~He left things for a while, but
reports that she was unsociable and a loner eventually, after seeing him again, I knew
What I thought were routine medica) She was operating ab well below her capacity.
examinations were happening every couple of He wasn't interected. What to do? We
nonths, and I realised she was being singled Sent her to a private school. My hushand
out for come reason. When I finally acked and I found ourselves working day and night
the medical officer why she kept wanting to 'O Pay the fees, Don't misunderstand me,

see us when Rebecca was fine at howe and EDis was value for money, My daughter
quite healthy the gquestions and tone Dlossowed here. She made firm friends, was

changed. At this time I was vey green - Sociable, happy to go, reluctant to come
polite and genuinely believing that the home in the evenings and her ‘performance
purpose of education was to assict each level rocketed, although she was at the
ehild in acheiving their potential, The lower end of their achievewent range They
upshot was that I woeked! It was thought Were happy with her  She wag, in their
J,’,t by doing so I was emotionally damaging words, neglected educationally, For a whole
Rebecea, and this was the cause of her Year everything was wonderful. We were a
troubles at school. Here I have to say whole family again and anyone could see how
that either my husband or myself was always happy she was,

at h After a year we could no longer keep up
I'nupsl,)" e e the workload needed to pay the fees and

had to rlc(alturtn horb 1tu the tstate (s‘eo]t)or% trlr‘ne
Shocked? I remember being uncontrollable S3Me 0 Foubles returned bu e
when I went home. How could these Neadmaster let us take her out of school on
specialists think I was such a monter ac triPs and we educated her at howe, weekends

to destroy i i joy school, and evenings, following the regime at her old
find s;m'fm?“f&‘ﬁ“?u,? mmmm wo School. Following another fracas over the

e finanei i ify Scheol content, and after we had asked her
n:pohus#:n?l:la? ,.'.‘,i“?;“ T teacher what her aims for Rebecca were and

the i had been met with the reply, "What do uou
lilfe l:m]',oﬁ“ogmﬁmh:“g “ﬁ.t ?fm“'ﬁ“;'; mean, aims?" my husband wet with the
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headmaster, armed with the work and
projects ete, she had done at home, He
asked why, if she could achieve this at
howe, did theg ‘give her work geared at
least a year behind? The Head and another
teacher admitted that they could not hope
to offer her an education anywhere near
that standard

By now we were members of E0 and seeds
had germinated in our brains, Finally,
Rebecca was beaten up ab school. Her bag
was ripped to shreds and her umbrella was
swashed, My lovely daughter had been
reduced to a crumbling mass and ceied to
us to help her Ne felt destroyed too,
Colin told the headwaster che would not be
returning and, for the rest of the year we
managed to get her into another school.
This would bring her up to 1l years, when
she would be de-registered automatically. At
the same time, we removed our younger
daughter, who was 4 amd in a reception
class, as her personality had changed
markedly.

80, that is the stoey and here we go! We
are expecting a bumpy ride from the LER,
who we have been told will try to make life
difficult for us - although we will speak as
we find. We have met our local EO group,
uhfg feém a friendly bunch, and make good
co

I wonder if the LEA advicor knows anything
about gear ratios for our DIY Candem
project?

Yours,

Carol Lumn 87 Leasowe Road, Munslet, Leeds
1510 2EY

HANTED URGENTLY

Childeen's conteibutions and photographs far
forthcoming FACT PACIS

lease send to: Liz Ramsey, 1 Stanford Hills

Maral Support Neaded

I have pecently enrolled in EO. I have two
childeen, a little boy of four and my little
girl is one. I could do with some moral
support, ideas and any experiences in home
educating a child of primary school age I
aw also a little afraid of encounters with
the LEA, when they are due

I have also been toying with the idea of
starting up a monthly meeting for home
educated childeen and parents at a church
hall in Dudley, overlooking a park and
playground. We could organise activities,
outings, Christmas parties and exchange
experiences,

Anyone interested please let me know.

Sharon Powis, 7 Newland Crove, Holly Hall,
Dudley D¥2 €L

HELFPF

I have just started teaching my 12 year old
con at home and need help in getting hold
of text books and work on discs (suitable
for Amstead models CPCAI28 and PCHBSLE) in
all subjects; Maths, French, German, Science,
History and Ceographu.

I an open to suggestions.
Thankuou,

Ms Pam Feancis, 253 Fulham Court, Fulham
Road, London SWE SGE

Has anyone a copy of

NY SECOND BOOK OF WORD FANILIES by

ll'lalxie Tavener, pub. Philogeaph/PBhilip and
ey

Belinda Alle
Devon EX32

n, 4 Ashleigh Road, Barenstaple,
80X el 8271 79623

Cotts, Stanford on Soar Loughboeough, Leics,
LE12 SOL
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Accused of Abuse

a personal account

We were very interested to read Rob and
Anne Wade's account of the Orkney ritual
abuse cases, in the last EO newsletter We
experienced similar treatwent last year and
made a diary of events as they happened to
us,

As you will read, we are Pagans = we do
state this in the E0 contact list, Ne do
not eat children, nor involve thew in sexual
abuse, neither have we anything to do with
Pornography, Deugs, Sexual Orgies, ete ete
regardless of what the tabloid press op
certain other 'experts' may say.

One day in May 1996, we had a telephone
call from Grahams' parents saying that a
police officer and a social worker had
visited their house, looking for us and
enquiring after our son. Forewarned, we
quickly tidied the living room = stuffing
toys in cupboards ete = and waited.

The police woman (introduced to us as the
‘Vietim Liason Officer’ - NOW' now doesn't
that make you feel innocent until proven
guilty) and social worker asked us if we
knew why they were visiting us. When we
said we had no idea, they told us that an
anonymous allegation had hbeen made to the
SPCC that our son (they got his name
wrong) had been overheard talking about
being involved in 'rituals where people dance
around naked

Not such a dreadful thing when you think
about it. There is pothing illegal about;

a) attending a ritual (Cheistians, Muslims,
Jows etc do it eegularly)

b dancing )

c) being naked = we have Naturist leanings
However the combination immediately cpelled
‘Ritual Abuse' to the NSECC, police and
social services,

We then had to spend the next couple of
hours explaining our religious beliefs to the
police officer and social worker There was
great emphasis on the point that we keep

our heliefs ‘secret' We do not keep our
heliefs secret, but neither do we flaunt
them. Apart from the fact that wembers of
pagan religions meet religious intolerance
regularly, I happen to helieve that both my
political views and my religious beliefs are
nobodys business but mine,

Both officials were also very anxious that
we should give them names and addresses of
‘others' (whether this was a list of friends,
relatives, fellow pagans o simply anyone we
could think of was not specified), but it
was strecced that ‘it would really help you'

e were also told about a soet of 'check
list' which is often applied as a guide to
help spot child abuse = we have since heard
that organisations cuch as Child Watch, which
is particularly active in our area, mot only
uses this list, but will supply copies to
anyone who asks for one.

The cheeck list includes the following
indicators:

L. The child/een are kept away from school
= this includes howe education o

2. The child/ren rarely (if evem visit the
doctor - the fact that your ‘family maybe so
healthy that they rarely need to resort to
conventional wedicine is not considered (we
also happen to he great believers in a
number of self=help ‘alternative' medical
systems)3. There are fow, or no tous on view
in the living room! This fact was picked up
on immediately by the social worker = ie oup
living room was tidy (a miracle actually))
and this gave her “great cause for concern’

When the officials had gone, although we
believed that we had allayed most of their
suspicions, we were terrified and angry,
Terrified that our child would be taken from
us and angey that thic teouble had been
caused to us by an anonymous allegation,
Neither the motives, nor the mentality of
the person who made this allegation will
ever be known,

We started ringing round friends and
relatives over the next few days, simply to
let them know what had happened to us,
both so that there would be a record of
what was happening and in the hopes that
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we might be able to fore-arm others who
could find themselves in our plight. At the
tine we did not think to contact Rob and
finne Wade at the EO Legal Department, which
would have been a good move

However, we did contact a solicitor who did
not seem at all sympathetic to us and told
us that if we had nothing to hide we
should co=-operate with the police and social
services fully, He also told us that there
was nothing we could do to legally peevent
a care order being taken out on our child,
and that basically we could do nothing of a
legal nature until something of a legal
nature was dome to us, This five minute
tolephone call later resulted in 2 €30 billl

Ne spoke to a second solicitor who pointed
out to us that the police and 8§ (Social
Sepvices) had the power to get a 'Place of

Safety Marrant' from 2 magisteate at any

time which would allow them to remove our
child to a 'place of safety' for up to eight
days. However in that time they would have
to prove that there was sufficient reason
for this - we later found out that the
blanket teew 'Moral Danger' would cover just
about any eventuality the authorities could

Iwo days after the first visit, the social
woeker telephoned to tell us that she and
the police officer would be visiting us again
within half an hour This gave us a little
time to prepare, and we set up a tape
recorder which we pointed out to the two
as coon as they arrived and acked if they
objected to our eecording their conversation.
, u()!heg didn't like it but had to agree to
it!

At this meeting our son was interrogated for
an _hour (at the time he was 7 years old,
and stood up to it very well) and they had
'a look around' the house = did we have amy
objection? fAgain we were acked ahout our
beliefs and weee told that child pornogeaphy
had been mentioned as a possibility. Nothing
of an illegal nature was found in our home,
no photographs, no illegal substances, and
t{x_ewpolwe officer seemed positively bored
stiff!

He told the police and S8 that as far as
we weee concerned this was a clear case of
peligious discrimination.

In the meantime friends, acquaintances and
people who had heard of our plight from
various sources were starting fo ring up,
and weite to, the social seevice offices and
the Chief Constable of Humberside Police.
The messages sent weee various but included
the sentiments that our family was heing
subjected to religious discrimination and
pointing out that educating ones child at
howe was a legal right and did not
automatically indicate that the child was
being abused by anyone,

The third time the social worker came = on
her own, the police had decided we had no
gase to answer = she asked us not to
pecord the conversation “for her own
protection® and asked us not to “hype up
the cituation any further® (the S§ were
getting worried about the number of pecple
objecting to our persecution) We told her
that as far as we wepe concerned our
family was under attack and we would use
gglneans at our disposal to defend our
nily,

At the Case Conference which happened a
week later, because of the 'unusual' nature
of our case we were given the highly
cupprising opportunity to address the
conference and explain something about our
beliefs and answer guestions on it. We were
also given support at this meeting by a
friend of ours named Dan Hussey, an
ex=headmaster, PTA chairman and pagan

In England and MNales case conferences
normally occur behind closed doors and you
will never know what has been said about
you. MApparently this is different in
Scotland where the parents and children
should be inveolved in any discussions which
affect them,

In our case the recommendations of the
Case Conference were!

1. We had no case to answer

2. It was recommended that Michael should
not be placed on the childeen af risk
register
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3. Social Services chould no longer be
involved in the case = the police had
decided we had no case to ancwer

4, The LEA should continue to examine
Michaels' education on a regular basis, as
they were already doing

We were also given an apology for any
distress they had caused the family! We
made sure that we got the recomsendations
in writing,

The main thing which seemed to throw the
§8 was that we were not alone. That other
people had taken the tiwe to wing them up
and write to them protesting about the
treatment we were receiving, It was also

} at everyone who rang the S§ got
a slightly different story about what we
were actually being accused of.

The best recommendation we can make to
anyone who has to go through what we did
= and anonymous allegations can be made
about anyone, no matter what their peligious
or moral affiliations = is TELL AS MANY
PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE and, if you can, get
ggamto write to the police and SS on your
a

Chris Sempers, Graham Raven and Michael
{aged 9

FINAL NOTE: Michael is still being home
educated, and regularly inspected by the
LER. Despite our heing 'proved innocent of
any crime or immorality, the regular report
on Michael's progress is still sent out. to
all the various organisations who joined in
on our persecution = they all get regular
copies for their filec -

BIC BROTHER IS STILL WATCHING YOU!

VANCED
«O0 RENC

Fellow member and vocational weiter
urgently seeks
unfuenished country property
to rent for family of four

Condition and location immaterial,

Flease help _
Mick and Hazel Ellis, 30 Wotherton, Chirbury,
Montgomery, Powys SYIS GBI
Tel: (093 872) 334

SINGLE-PARENT, NAN FAMILY = 3 CHILDREN
SEEKS

RENTED COUNTRYSIDE ACCOMMODATION
ANYTHING ~ ANYWHERE CONSIDERED

Clive Allsopp, 46 Hithern Road, Broxtowe
Ectate Nottingham NGB 6FJ

I have noted the caravan in Ireland to
rent in the last few issues but I am
looking for something this cide of the water
and preferably in England as I don't helieve
in living in other peoples' countries without
some sort of two-way cultural relationship
and peaceful exchange; which does not eist
between England and Ireland,

CARAVARN TO RENT

MAGAZINE REVIEWS

Would anyone like to peceive 'Educational'
magazines on behalf of EO and review them
for the newsletters?

If so, please contact

Pan Stevenson, 25 Wyndham Road, Dover
Kent CII7 @BH Tel: 0364 21097

Comfortable, well-equipped B-berth caravan on
organic swallholding in heautiful County
(lare. Frech farm produce available fishing,
birdwatching, meeting our friendly animals o
Just relaxing in lovely countryside,

For details weite to! Shoosmith, Faha,
Dromindoora, Caher County Clare, Ireland

b-




ot 1 hoove Lecrned
coott: home~eduoction

I've been talking about educationn now for
ten years but only doing it for one. The
boy over whose studies I am peesiding would
not thank me for giving you any personal
details, but I see no reason why I should
not talk in gemeral terms about what I
think I have learmed from the experience.

I have discovered that, for some children at
least, schooling = claseteaching particularly,
but not forgetting all the other
organisational fatuities = is a major force
working against ceeativity and invention.

Freed from the mental steaitvjacket of daily
lessons children ought to ba ahle to revive
their natural eesources of curiosity quite
guickly and go ahead into new areas of
interest and discovery, (Unfortunately they
sometimes behave like shell-shocked Tommies,
as if most of the life had been bashed out
ol!]‘ tl:(hen bu a seriec of relentless, repeated
shocks.

I thought it would be relatively easy to
find out what any given child was willing to
do, and aerange for him to do it. Mot so.
Schooling seems to convince sowe childeen
tht nothing is eeally interesting in itself,
The important aspect of school-work is
getting it done, getting it marked, filling the
book, not making wistakes, IF there is
no-gne enforcing school-type work it rarely
gets done. Finishing is not important, mor
is filling the hook. Remove the school
environment and, so it ceems, you strip away
most of the eeacons for studying in the way
we make childeen study in school.

In place of a docile acceptance of subjects
and work-ssignwents, you tend to see robust
guestioning of the very necessity for
studying things you are not interested in.
Hard though it may be to accept, childeen
do not automatically see the value o
rigorous work and high standards, That
comes later. Children only want to be
excited, If ideas prove to be ewciting they

=h

will go after ideas: if you sueround ideas
with off-putting clap=trap like tests or
homework they will look somewhere else for
their pleasure. And quite right too.

Another thing I have learned from this year
is that children are more articulate and
clear in their minds about what they want
fron life than they are ready to let
grown-ups know. I suspect that much of
what we see ac 'childish behaviour' is, In
fact, protective colouring, a conscious device
to meet unwelcome adult behaviour and
neurtralice it,

I an learning - and it is a hard lesson
for a teacher = that children do not always
need adults to help them leaen, and still
less do they need our approval. They can
certainly hecome used to being praised op
blamed, and they can learn to be fired up
about tests, marks and such paraphernalia,
but these things match with nothing in their
natural make-up. They see thew as 'matural’
only to the extent that they accept
schooling as ‘natural’ (which, of course, many
do), Yet when schooling ends, so does their
interest in heing tested, Out of the
classroom childeen handle thewselves
differently = with confidence and direction,

Teaching, I have discovered, can produce
fear, Childeen do not like being unahle to
do things. It hurts them, especially if
there are other childeen around who can do
the things they camnot. The result of this
is that when we take them out of school
they give themselves the luxury of not being
huet. This may mean that for a fair chunk
of time they will avoid the kind of work
which hurt them, It will always be hard
for parents or educators to feel at ease
while their child seems to go from day to
day not 'learing' anything, but that may well
{Jegtuhat you have to do for a while at
st.

The positive side of home education is, of
course, seen most readily in the restored
balance of the child's personality, I hope
we are moving into a time when adults in
general will see that calm unstressed,
self-agcured childeen are worth having
around, and that we owe it to the future




to clear out of education everything which
stops their developing in that direction,

Cheistopher Shute, 7 Kiln Way, Polesworth
B8 LIF

S HAREDRERERIEN CES

An EO wember recently invited us to comwent
on our home education situation, Having
found other ;eople's ideas and experiences
interesting and helpful when we first started
‘otherwise' education, we thought that our
reply wight be of wider interest,

We have two children = Jonathon, who will
be 7 in July, and Lauera who is 4). After
agonizing for probably a year or more over
whether or not to cend Jonathon to school,
we still couldw't decide by the time he was
due to start. So we took what seemed to
be the safest option at the time and cent
him coon after he was 5. He attended the
local primary for a terw and and a half -
and although there were no specific or
major problems, the experience was enough to
convince us that it was not what we wanted
for our childeen, The headmistress was
surprisingly understanding of our wish to
take him back out of school, and we had no
problems from her ahout de-registering
(except to the extent that she had never
done it before and so we had to tell her
what to do!). Me decided to infors the LEA
of our actions mather than to wait for them
to find out from the school, and we are
convinced that this positive and assured
approach (not at all the way we felt at the
time!) played 2 significant part in the
constructive pesponse that we had from the

R, The senior inspector we spoke to
originally even referred us to EO, and was
suxgablslf inpressed when told we were already
menbers!

From the EO newsletters it is glear that
people home=-educate for all sorts of reasons.
There were a number of factors behind our
decision., Noné of them related to the

“guality® of the acadewic education, although
some related to the quality of some
teachers as people. But our overall concern
was that we just did not see school as a
"natural® way of life for a child = being
made to sit still for so many hours each
day; being told what to do and when to do
it, irrespective of interests at the time;
being subjeet to the dictatorial whims of
some teachers; and perhaps most importantly,
being taught (indoctrinated?) to it in with
the often petty and arbitrary rules and
standards of both school and society, rather
than to think about these issues for
hin/herself,

Linked with this last point is our feeling
that the system is geared towards turning
out round pegs to fit the round holes of
industry and commerce rather than producing
free-thinking individuals able to take charge
of their own lives. This comes not so much
from the curriculum, but theough very much
more subtle messages which may not be
actively promoted but are nevertheless
inherent in the school system = pressures
to impress peer groups; the removal of
personal choice by authority figures; the
regulated life determined by the "working
week" concept,

There are also other more invidious
"messages” which we feel can eventually lead
to undesirable negative character tmits =
for ewample, lack of confidence or a feeling
of not being good enough caused by
continued "could do better™ type comments;
the idea that success in life only comes
theough hard work (with "hard® often also
inplying unpleasantl in many cases, the slow
acceptance that life is about "getting hy"
ete ete,

The basis of our approach to education is
that it is no more than one other aspect
of raising our childeen. We try to give
them as much freedom as we can cope with
(contrary to what some people have caid to
us, we are certain that this approach is
nuch harder to live with than simply
cracking the whip = and we don't always
succeed!). Of course, this does not imply
that Jonathon and Laura are allowed to do

_l%-




FEATHERSTONE ONE
PERSONS EXPERIENCE

Lﬂst Septembers’ E.O. gathering at
Featherstone Castle in Northumbria
was a very rewarding experience. I
had volunteered to do a *“Tradi-
tional Clothes Making® workshop, as
well as doing & bit of Pony
trekking. Being so busy at home I
hadn’t managed to really plan any-
thing so I left things to the other
more creative way, spontaneity.

On arrival at the castle one of
the firat ports of call is to check
the notice board and fill in work-
shops and duties to do, to help keep
the week going, there was a lot of
positive energy.

I want on the look out for material
in Haltwhistle the local little
town and to my amazement, found a
Haberdashery shop so well stocked
that I must have spent an hour or
two just looking, in fact I have
never come across anything quite
like it, even in London. I then
realised how lovely it would be to
bring the children here after they

1

had decided what they wanted to
make, there were so many wonderful
colours shapes and textures. They
had a vast range of materials from
8ilk to synthetic fur, I managed to
find just what I had in mind.

Although I had managed to borrow
an eleotric sewing machine from
Jane at the Pony Trekking centre,
I particularly wanted the children
to handle as much of the sewing as
poesible and anyway traditional
clothes would mostly have been hand
sewn. I wasn‘t too sure about this
particular machine, most people
think using an electric machine ia
difficult but like most things the
more you practice and the more
experience you gain, the easier it
becomes and the more daring you get.
I remember at the age of about nine
or ten teaching myself how to use
a treadle machine and getting to
grips with the rhythm then trying
to make a pair of trousers out of
a pair of curtains. Whilst we are
on the subject of treadle machines
I was very lucky to recently find
a Singer treadle which had been
converted to electric, I bought it
for my daughter Hera and she wanted
to clean it up and stencil it, which

ecame a good design

project. It now has lots of flowers,
beea and a jar of honey painted on
it. I think the action and -speed o




the old machines make them ideal
for children to learn sewing on.
Anyone interested should 1look
around their local junkshops and
skips as many old machines are still
being thrown out, not having quite

COSD‘P

achieved the level of collecta-
bility that the cast iron & wooden
stands have,

A little background information,
Some years ago I took & three year
course 1in fashion design and tai-
loring, I personally preferred the
design work which T developed by
drawing hundreds of quick rough
sketches, it didn’'t matter if they
lovked lifelike or not, the idea at
that time was to be able to catch
# thought and put it straight down,
this ‘seemed to preempt the *"Punk*
allitude to fasnion that happened
a4 vear or two later, but then this
ability to predict, Ls part of the
designers job anyway.

orne interesting aspect of fashion
+a bow much it is ipfluenced by the

2

political or economic environment
in which it is operating, fashions
in the 1930‘s and 1940‘s reflected
the shortage of materials avail-
able, womens clothes became more
tailored and the austere colours
reflected the sombre mood of the
time, contrast this with the 1960’s
and the flamboyant coloura along
with the emerging plastic & thro-
waway attitudes of society that
only now with the 1990‘s growing
environmental awareness is begin-

ning to change. .

Grold ribmon

Neatly all garments come from
atterns which are made from basic
blocks (see drawings), which are
standard sizes, from there the
designs are manipulated through a
series of cutting and shaping or
darts (folding and then stitching
the fold to hold the fold in shape).
Other than that you can drape
material over a tailors dummy, or
human model if you can find one,
and simply cut and fold the material
as you wish.




With traditional clothes the
pattern shapes were mainly simple

mangged to get a couple of books to
Ow examples, one of them had some
peally inspiring knitwear designs
mixing material and wool together
even plastic can look amazing if
ite used in with other textures.

The group that came to have a go
at this with me were Hannah, Carly,

Angelique, Amy, Esther, Alison,
Rowanna, Laurie and Hera, (my apo-
logies if 1 forgot aenybody or

misspelt their names), boye were
not excluded but unfortunately ncne
turned up. After a chat and a few
wild and inspiring ideas, we had a
go at putting some designs down on
paper. It was to be at that point
that I would know whether or not
the workshop could practically
work, and most importantly whether
or not we could avoid the need to

)

compromise too much from their
original ideas.

wg talked each design through,
trying to look at the images three
dimensionally and checking that the
shapes and lengths were what the
children wanted. I was amazed that
they had all understood and were
very positive about what they
wanted, (I shouldn‘t have bheen
amazed, after all these were E.O.
kidsl).

I encouraged them to write down
the details of their designe and
hopefully continue to inspire them
with a trip to the amazing Haber-
dashery shop. This certainly did
bring excitement and it was wonder-
ful to see their faces light up when
introduced into this fantasy world
of colourful and varying bits and
pieces.

The £.0. mother in me decided it
was a good maths lesson working out
all the yardage and amounts, if any
of you are reading this I will say

one word to you *“Pompoms* iil ,
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there were absolutely loads of them
of all shapes and sizes, from the
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minute through to the very large,
every colour of the rainbow, the
same with ribbons, in fact Esthers
top had a panel down the front which
was a loose weave, and she wove very
thin ribbons of all different col-
ours, it really did look beautiful.

A lot of the pompoms were used in
the designs and all in imaginative
ways. Because some of the material
we were using was a loose weave, it
was very easy to hand sew and looked
fine even if some of the stitches
were large. Laurie and Hera both
sewed their designs up completely
by themselves, Angelique made a
beautifully designed shawl. carly
knew exactly what she wanted, for
her skirt she chose a strong white
cotton and used lace and ribbon to
trim it up.

Alison did a very complicated
outfit which resembled & cross
between a Medieval outfit and some-
thing’ from Star Trek, it was won-
derful and after working it through

Theatre
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As the week progressed the sewing
continued there was a great atmos-
phere, a lot of patience and shar-
ing. The target was to get every
thing finished for the ceilidh on
Saturday night. The sewing machine
helped things to move along and all
the garments were
ready in time.

'f there is one piece of advice to
offer about sewing, it is to say
that it is very inspiring to a child
or adult to make something that you

» "S

A2
really like rather than doing te-

dious tasks for the sake of prac-
tice, don‘t underestimate yourself
you can simplify the design, I don‘t
use any paper patterns to make
clothes, I never have, although its
useful to know that I can. WwWith
children be prepared to take over
when it gets a bit too much and let
them have another go later on in
the making up of the garment or
whatever. Too much of the same stich
is just ae boring as anything else,
it’s the enthusiasm that makes
things work, and its that, in my
pinion that should be treasured.

rbbe

Lesley Coopec




shatover they like whemever they like = they finding enough other childeen to wix with
have to eealise that other people (including and the possibility of problems with the
us!) must be given due consideration, and LEA, have come to nothing. We have dealt
that there are sometimes outside agencies With the former by various means =
which affect (but not necessarily conteol) attending clubs/activities in out~of=school
decisions (2.g. the LER) hours, childminding (including older children
in tthet sqlglo]olulrolldx?]gs) .'uuln of courslg
§0 far our foemal educational activities have contact with other KUers, 5 a resu
been very broad=based, with not ovee-such Jonathen probably plays with more different
ewphasis on the academic side. Me try to childeen through heing out of school than
encourage Jonathon to pead, weite and do he did when he was in school. And on the
some sums but we don't foece it if he latter the first (and so far only) visit by
really doesn't want to, If we are homest, the LEA went very well, with the inspector
pur #ain concern for pushing gently in these even more laid hack 'than we were about
argas is not that we feel that theee ic any Jonathon's lack of desire to settle down to
tearing hurry for his benefit, It is moee any formal learning! But again, we had
hat we are conscious that the LEA is likely prepared for the visit and had saved a
to want to see some conventionally healthy selection of what Jonathon had done
measurable progress between visits and, over the previous months to show the

ithi foel ic pight inspector ) .
:égm?lorf?teh::m(lg:d“l.:g:g 'Eooeeuhlesn '?hﬁ In our view the ultimate aim of education

reaches school age) it makes for an easier (In its widest sence) is to give our childeen
lIfs ks akg She DER, UF ek jostaum SoL SR R e, A
gy, & last. ookt future, In spite of the odd vaice of
Perhaps the hbiggest challenges for us are G1SSention, we are sure Cha ere 15
ouercoming years of conditioning to feel that greatest chance of this if they avoid the
we need always to be achieving, and learning Social and intellectual pressures, prejudices,
not to succumb to the egotistical temptation and steait<jackets that are part and parcel
to push our childeen to compete with the Of the school sustem,

achievements of those at achool. MWe are not

adverse to hearing of these achievements After our initial uncertainty we are now
from other parents, but we need to keep clear that the path we have chosen is the

reminding ourselves that it bears no Pight one for the children and us! the only
pelevance to our childeen's education. thing we can imagine that wight change it
is if the children themselves decide that
On a day to day hasis we have no set they want to go to school at some future
timetable but tey to fit in the more fommal date
activities when moods and opportunities . . .
coincide (which hasn't been very often in the Nike and Anne Cole 35, Bosville Drive,
last fow months!). Otherwise we take the Sevencaks, Kemt TNI3 3J@
opportunities that arise at random - adding
up pocket money, reading scigns, writing notes
to friends, reading and writing in play ete,
Other than this we cometimes use a project PROJECT
to bring in a wider range of topics - , )
Jonathon has started one on the River|Easy-to-understand instructions to convert a

Thames, which potentially can emcompass| largish hookease into a family doll's house
history, geography, general nature,

environmental issues, mathematics and possibly Use as they are or adapt

other disciplines which may arise as we

progress, Send a £1 postal oeder and an A4 SAE
o ) to: Belinda Allen 4, Aghleigh Road,

Our initial conceens ahout home education = Baenstaple, Devon EX32 8JX
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. OCIOBER 18th 1881 is! ' @Em @ﬁﬂmm
Natonal Home-Education
@ Dear KO,

Sometime in the past you have indicated that

you were interested in a course on Steiner
What can YOU do to speead the word Rducation.

The Plymouth Polytechnic South West hopes to
% Organise a display at your local libeapy Start a course this September the details
or community centre = hook exhibition space are as follows:

1 ~ .
1oy, Nehwd: & lls: too 1o The Polytechnic Certificate is to be based
% Contact your local public service On 12 modules each of about 38 hours
broadcasting company (zadio o TU) and see duration on Steiner education (theory and
if they are interested in a shoet item Practice). The Diploma will consist of an
about home=education extra year full time, where 2 term would be
spent in a Steiner school, followed by a

¥ Arrange to be available somewhere suitable tera of lectures and then a full fime
for people to cimply cowe and talk to you Project of a terms duration.
about home=education and then publicise the . . ,
fact. Lots of areas have *What's Onp* If You are interested in knowing more about
;:gaz@nes t:lr tljstings but they will need to gﬁlc%ﬁmnf:f’%’m ing iwcatian;, Politochils
oW in ine,
WL South West, Flymouth, Devon FLA ‘800
% Distribute leaflets and handbills to your , : . 5
local Citizen's Advice Bueeau, Community Sent in by Miryam Bush, Enquiries Secretary,
centre, library, Leisure Centre, doctor's Males
surgery, wholefood shop = anywhere with a
?utmeboal&d.h Stdaﬁl_dﬁrd le;lflﬁs, ;enheiship
orns and handbills available from Lucy
Charlton (853759 2418 Camping

® Organise a local gathering of -_
hone=educating families and invite the public Camping in Ferance

and Fress Is anyone with a camper van interested in
IF 40U CANT DO ANYTHING ON THE ISTH, WaF |travelling in France next uear?

ABOUT THE NEXT WEEK? =~ REMEMBER, MWE[Alternatively, we could use our van for
KAUE THE LUXURY OF KNONINC TWAT|transport if soeone would like to cam.

HOME-EDUCATION IS POSSIBLE....... )
URARARIN I5 FUSE. L. JO Sue Petszaft, 2 Leylands Manor Tubwell Lane

Please let me know what you have [Crowborough, East Sussex

anned, {(There will be some ready=-a
publieity naterlff Lo supplemen
MhNateyver uyou ma gupse Ca.ping in Kent
Liz Ramsey, | Stamfed Nills Cotls, Stanford The camping weekend in Kent was a great
on Soawhmm Leizs  ME12 §QL Tkt isuecess and we would like to thank Penny
(9509 for accommodating us and Sue and Keith for

all their hard work areanging it.
Pan Stevenson

_lo-




4 Yecrs On boys were so relioved to be out of school,
that despite Jo's teerible learning blocks and
conviction that he was thick, stupid and
On July 18th it will be four years exactly incapable, he worked like a Teojan for six
since Jonny and Graham last set foot in a months, It would have been difficult for Jo
school, I think it is a teibute to our to do less woek as he hadn't actually done
kids that I'm still celebrating the occasion! any academic work during his last two years
Our reasons for deschooling the boys have at school, so two sums a day was a 208%
been written about in previous newsletters, increase
so I won't go into all that again, except to ;
say one thing: we have just one regeet As time went on though and we began to
about school = that we ever sent them in relax, they got increasingly more reluctant
the first place, to do anything just because I said so, ie
even a project chosen by themselves was
It seems like a good time to think about still guided by me and therefore
what we've learned in the past four years, unacceptable We had quite a crisis at this
not just in teems of the kids' academic point, (I weote about it in the N/L and
achievements, but also about the way our was amazed and incredible cheered by the
kids have developed and grown without response I had from other EQers) I felt
constant peer-group contact; not just theirs, then that it was vital for the hoys to
either. Homeschooling has made both Alan practise the 3R's daily, so in the end we
and I review (several times!) our role as compromised - possibly the most valuable
parents and our relationship with our skill anu EQing parent and child learns! I
childeen, to say nothing of the meaning of loosened up, Jo teied to put in a hit more
the woed “education’ effort, and Ceaham, who has never been the
most co=operative member of the family at
I found Roger Rich-Smith's article in the least stopped complaining so often. So
last N/L interesting, I agreed with his acadesically how are they doing? Well, they
comments about the school cystem and we both read avidly, can add, subtract, multiply
follow more op less the same routine = and divide, weasure, weigh and estimate and
academic stuff in the mornings, though not write a good story. I have little doubt
five mornings a week, but we coldom do that, if compared with school children, or
anything as structured as artistic pursuits bright one anyway, the volume of academic
in the aftermoons, or not superviced ones work they do is considerably less. Neither
anyway, The children know where the cewing, 0f them could write a S=page essay in an
weaving, painting etc. equipment is kept, and hour, or do 56 take-aways all in one
if they want to use it they do. Rumning a moening, or do most of the follow-up work
smallholding means that most aftermoons we required by a school history book NOT
are working outside. I would by no means because they lack the ability but because
consider us as “full-time" educators, though they would only do it if they could see the
we would always give advice and help if point of doing so , and they haven't been
necessary. Often the boys are working with trained to work at busywork that long,
us, tending the animals, gardening and so Things that cateh their interest = that is
on, which, of course, 1s an education in different, they'll spend hours making
itself, something or reading about something
exciting, Jo's writing is like beetle tracks,
Roger says of his daughters, “They do more and, despite reminders, he cannot see the
work in half the time, There is less point of neatmess in a maths book. If he
stress, and so fan no days off with illness, ever does a college course which I have no
The girls have shown themselves to be keen doubt he could do if he had a good reason,
to leaen, hard-working and a joy to have he would have to get a word-processor MWe
about the place® Lovely. A cynical little do mot use a computer at peesent for the
voice says “this is what is known as a same reason I never used a babywalker = I
honeymoon period” MWe had ome of those! The feel that at this age it is better to use
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the orginal equipment we were boen with! I

know, I'm a Luddite, hut our generation never S0 much for academia = what about the boys

used computers at school, and I'n convinced
that any intelligent person could learn in no
time if necessary,

We tend, also, to do most written woek in
the wintee, and very little in summer;
everyone's got too many other things to do.
Last year they barely picked up a pencil
between June and September when a spell of
bad weather meant time to spend indoors,
and writing became a change and not a
chore. I find that as they get older (they
are now nine and eleven) they have more
confidence in their own abilities to learn
what they need and what interests them and
less willing to follow any kind of curriculum
yet these spells without any “schoolwork®
haven't yet hampered their acadewic

. _Looking for a story Graham had
written today I went through a folder
containing most of the woek done over four
years, and I was amazed at their
achievements. This is of course just what
John Holt says, and, though in my heart I've
always believed that they can educate
themselves quite well without any assistance
(unless zequested) from adults, it is a
nerve-racking experiment to tey on one's own
children. Suppose they DO NOT ever want to
weite or add up? VYet they DO, given the
desire to do so - a letter from a friend,
birthday money and so on.

fAs I said, I have absolutely no doubts that
if they wish, they will get CCSE's, degrees
or whatever = without the constant training
of cet written work, or exams, They have
the basic tools to hand; basie literacy =
the rest is just busywork and embroidery,
This was borne out by my brother who left
school at 15 just able to read and write
interested in cars and pop music and little
else. He worked as a labourer in various
firms, ending up a telephone repair man at
36. At this point he had a family and big
mortgate and came to the conclusion that he

themselves? Well, I think they are OK, but
then I'n peejudiced! They often fight, argue
and disageee = with us as well as each
others (one great disadvantage in a family
which believes in democracy). They have
little time for pointless rules, but can see
the sense in co=operation and compromise =
for example, if they help with choees Alan
and I have more time to spend with them,
and if you want something, you have to work
for it. They have a vast range of
interests, from beekeeping to space rockets,
and can tuen their hands to a variety of
Jobs from sewing hankies to feeding pigs to
chopping. During the past four years we
have lived in places which have had veey
few other children and even fewer
home=educated ones, But they get on well
with most people, from toddlers to grannies,
and when they do see their peers they
really enjoy the company. They see parents
at their best and woest, warking or playing
alongside us on good days, or keeping out of
the way during a bout of ENI or a
parental row; it is difficult to hide these
things when we spend euer? day together
But they don't seem to be affected by these
signs of weakness or negativity = that is
something you will have to ask them about
when they are old enough to get an
overview of us! They are pretty
independant, and considerably wore discerning
than I was at their age.

ALl in all, it's working pretty well = I
think! Despite my confidence in their
intelligence, I have, like the rest of us, I
suspect, a few worries. Will they be at a
disadvantage in a world that demands
conformity? Are they getting a hroad
enough view of the woeld from this hit of
remote Irich countryside? Will they be too
"different” to fit in with the rest of
society when they leave us? Suppose they
want to be stockbrokers in Measden, or join
the 5A87 I'n comforted in my moments of

would be better off sitting in an office panic with the faot that out of the people
sending someone else down wanholes and that I = and the woeld in general = admire,
gottmf higher pay. So he went to night are nonconformists; Chupchill, Ghandhi,
school, and in a few years got several Geldorf, Jesus, to name but a diverse fow,
8'levels, and a few business studies Will they be happy? Do I have any control
qualifications, and several prowotions over the circumstances that will make them




hapry anyway? I don't know. What I do The course is expensive and if you feel
know is that the lessons they have learned confident working with just a textbook then
and will go on learning = that the world is its not for you, But if you are considering
narvellous, that kindness is appreciated, that employing a tutor for maths for several
hard work can be fun, that all people have years (and several children) at over E10 per
faults as well as virtues, and a hundred hour it may be good value and worth

others, are good things to learn, and more
important than any cuepiculuw or exam,

Terri Shoosmith, Faha, Dromindoora, Caher
County Clare, Ireland

REVIEWS

FROMATHS COURSE

I was acked to review the Promaths course
for both GCSE and A level mathematics, The
course consists of a series of units each
consisting of a textbook plus a commentary
of B audio cassettes packaged in a carrying
folder The text is clearly cet out and has
the big advantage of having worked model
answers for all exercises. The audio
cassettes are clearly labelled to tie in with
che text and have some extra explanations
although quite a bit consists of eeading the
text in a formal sterile way The approach
is rather academic using technical names
wherever possible which may make it difficult
with younger pupils. There ceems to be no
guidance at present for dealing with the
Coursework section of GCSE.

Each unit costs £148 and there are four
units for GCSE and three more to A lovel
(Pure Mathematics). If wyou buy all seven
units the reduced price is £88@, installments
available, There is a valuable extra
resource of a tutor you can telephone
between 6 and 8pm any evening = as wany
times as required. This service applies to
all members of the family so a procession
of childeen could bhe a good bulk buy
service = and there is of course, no extra
charge for resits, Mock ewamination papers
will be provided and any damaged tapes
replaced free of charge.

considering,

The company is currently working on a
Prinary course, statistics units, ete,
Promaths is an inteenational company with
over 200,000 students. Should you be
interested a eepresentative will visit you to
demonstrate the course. Contact Carol
Hogarth, Promaths (UK) Ltd, 2nd Floor Unit
g, Southern Court, South St, Reading RG1
4058 or telephone 0733-500081

LETTIS GCSE MATHEMATICS COURSEWORK
COMPANION by Ray MWilliaws £3.95

If you are working towards CCSE in Maths
and concerned at the thought of having to
produce coursework, this book is well worth
investing in,

Maths in the past was all ahout 2 problew
with an answer you had to find and it was
either pight or wrong. Many parents are
likely to be concerned about having to
investigate an open ended problew which is
wide enough that vou can choose what to do.
Rlso the interest is not necessarily in
what answers you get but how you worked
your way there and how you organised and
possibly abstracted your thinking. Pages of
similar calculations will get little credit but
finding patterns and predicting outcomes is
of more value. It is not only of value to
1§ year olds ecither = many of the problems
can he approached with such younger
children. Even, 8 or 8 year olds can do
this work to their own level and enjoy it.

This really is an area where the parent
can start alongside their child as an equal
and test out for themselves how they cope!

The above reviews are by Betty Ball,

Canbridgeshire
%%
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There cannot be many of us who have not
agonized over this problem at come time or
another

Dear KO,

fre there any other home educators or
would=be home educators who may have any
suggestions to help us overcome a very
fear? Me would like to educate our 2
daughters (aged § and 3) at howe but are
very concerned that they may become isolated
fron other children, Currently, they hoth

the Welsh medius primary school,
the younger only part-tine Theg both
thoroughly enjoy school and seem to mix
well with the other children.

The following reasons make us unsure that
we could provide them with adequate
opportunities to play with other childeen:

1. MNe live in the centre of town and
there are no suitable play areas within a
peasonable distance,

2 Because their school is a MWelsh wedium
one it has a large catchwent area and none
of our daughters’ schoolfeiends live locally,
Nearly all the local children attend the
English primary school and have already
formed their own exclusive gangs,

3, Due to the fact that we have moved
frequently in recent years we do not have a
network of close friends with childeen the
Same ages as ours,

4 Our acquaintances and workmates tend to
consider us as odd because we wish to take
responsibility for the girls' education and
also because of our jnterest in co-operatiuve
living (Most assume that this means we would
adopt the woest ewesses of the “hippy® em,
nanely drugs, orgies and flared jeans!)

§. Although both girls attend gumnastics
and ballet lessons they do not get the
opportunity to play with the other childeen

as everyone disappears as soon as the
lesson ends.

6. We fear that none of our daughters'
present schoolfriends would be allowed to
mix with them once we do withdraw them
fron school as the other parents appear to
be very conseevative and would regard it as
a form of heresy to withdraw children From
what is seen as the best local primary
school (competition for places is quite

fierce), )
7. We do not have any supportive family

big living locally,

8. Before starting school, our elder
daughter was quite outgoing and gregarious.
Now she is umullm% to mix with childeen
che does not know (e.g. in the park) and
prefers to stick to her group of
school friends.

8. There seem to be very few home
educators in our area and even fewer with
childeen in a2 similar age eange to ours.

He hope that somebody way be able to give
us some suggestions or advice regarding this
problem, Maybe somebody has already been
through this and could give us the bemefit
of their experience. RAlso, we would like to
hear from anyone interested in
co-operative/communal living and/or
“alternative® schools.

Dorna and Fred Coleman
Llanelli, Dyfed

49 Swansea Road,

SPRICH MAL DEUTSCH!

Does anyone know of a
German coupse
for young childeen (4 = B year olds?

A friend and I have tried to find out and
been unsuccessful, so we are teuing to
write our ownl

The Bartram family,
61, Mumford Road,
West Bergholt,
Colchester CO6 3BL
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using the school systew, A lot of what I
consider unacceptable behaviour goes
unchecked even with every child having a
parent or minder in the room Snatching of
toys, pushing over of small childeen who
happen to be in the way and 2 definite use
of size and steength to commandeer the best

toys,

I doubt if any of the parents there
condone this cort of hehaviour and certainly
would not allow childeen to behave like that

; at home but it seems part of the function
Jethro is now 3 and over the Nst year I of the group is to ggt childeen used to

have thought gquite a bit about playgroups ' I
;nt(l 20; Eh“g med},“a'“" méh.m“e all,:g”& the 'real world, to toughen thew up!
iniended to home-gducate our children DL I also feel that the noise level and range
had thought that would be a largely prvate of “tous in one place is not conducive to

decicion until Jethro peached §. concfntrattian o creatiuet_aqttiuit%; Jethrg

. . . raroly settles to any activity whereas a
However, just before his second birthday we howe he has periods of intense activity
moved to an area where I knew no=one. My followed by long quiet periods of stories or
husband was very involved in his new job breactfoeding, In fact after ome particularly
and 1 also had a new=born baby so I ghagtip sescion he said that going to Toddler
decided to use the local Mother and Toddle* gpoyp weant he couldn't get on with his
group for social contact. “wopk® at howe, namely digging in the garden

The boys and T have continued to use this frgyn® "0 L1 9PASS With an ad luggage

group off and on, Ne live in a mobile home
and the space is welcowe for letting off My conclusion is that if you have

nnnnnnnnnnn

steam during wet weather and there are yajyoc”which have led you to question school
times when I do need the adult cowpany. gop your ohild then these pre-school groups
But Jetheo is not going onto the local 3pp “host avoided ac they are very wuch
PliUQPOUP: lost_ohlldl‘en he!‘e Move on at 3) part of the came Sgsten' houeuer good o
ready for starting school the terw of their had an individual group may be.

fourth birthday!

I an fortunate in that Jethro shows no ’J?,',‘f"‘c’,',ii‘g,g‘,’,, n:tg ‘},";"}2,“3522 Si'm ‘3‘;

desire to go to playgroup; for one thing he jiteppative and I think this is just as
couldn't conceive of guing anywhere I Wasn't jupoptant for the under-fives. IF we are
ahlﬂ tO Stay .lth hl.- I haUE illays not going to use the Sgste. then we each
talked about playgroups and school as paye“to take responsibility for providing

places wheee "some® children go and have ; i
Pecently had evidence of how isportant this funy e Uit Fesources and contacts

approach is. After a gap of a couple of
months Jethro asked to go to Toddler 9POUP yhope are groups such as 'Nmble Tote' which

again and from what he was saying I was i i [Iesie i
able to link this request to a remark I g{l::spclmd:enoneetm ga 11090%1 pf: Sﬂ?ﬁl@

had made about Silas no longer being a [oague group might be a place to meet
baby but a toddler = Jethro thousht Silas gthor parents who wich for a different
had to R to Toddler group! We did 90 gopi] life for their young children even if
a0ain 2 fow times = it was mining = and I thou ape going on to School ......0r how
saw even in this group of very 0""? about inviting other children over to have

children the beginnings of many aspects of mowdy afternoons of foothall in the garden
socialization which we hope to avoid by mot gp yhatover your child enjoys? fs Eders
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we are able to break out of the
‘pre=gchool' rut and Find friends and
contacts of all ages for our childeen.

S0 fap I have had no dealings with
authority about home-education but as my
children are unvaccinated and still breast
feeding I expect my health visitor won't De
in the least bit surprised!

fis far as other parents are concerned I
find those who are committed to the schoal
system surprisingly easy to cope with. We
agree to differ and in many cases can
rospect each other for doing what we feel is
best for our childeen, Harder to deal with
are the parents who feel sowe kind of guilt
at sending their childeen to school and try
and defend their decision by pulling yours
to pieces.

fipart from letting people know that it is
legal to howe-educate I don't feel I have to
explain myself to any and everyone At the
end of the day anyone who is genuinely
interested will seek you out and perhaps
this is the time to start building an
alternative support group for yourself as
well through EO meetings.

Susan Urwin Red Mouse Farm, New Nedges,
Tonby, SA8S Spr

AL ‘ breeding up,
bringing up or rearing up; and noze,
This includes eveey thing with recard to the
mind as well as the body of a child but,
of late years, it has been so used as to
have no sense ggplled_ to it but that of
book-learning, with which, nine times out of
ten, it has nothing at all to do. It is,
indeed, proper, and it is the duty of all
parents to teach, or cause to be taught,
their childeen as much as they can of
books, after, and not before, all the
neasures are taken for enabling them
to get their liviig by labour, or for
providing them a living wi laboug, i

taken from ‘Cottage Economy' by M. Cobbett
pub. 1928 .

Sont in by Ualerie Common

fis a new member I must tell you how useful
1 have found the newsletters and the
pooling of information, I thought other
nembers might like to know about a music
system which both my childeen enjoyed
lea;ning in their pre-school years (and still
use),

The Tobin Music system aims to teach music
in an entertaining and visual style I can't
speak highly enough of it. Theee to
ninety~three year olds are soon able to
quickly understand music theoey, read pitch,
compose, harmonise and so on. Even
accomplished musicians can find something
useful in the system, Candida Tobin
also gives lively talks, with plenty of visual
effects and audience participation. If theee
is enough demand, she runc weekend courses,

When I said T was writing to you, she said
che would give the same discounts to EO
members on her books, games and computer
programs as she does to schools.

As well as her Commodore 64 and BBC
computer prograns, apparently, Uirgin Records
are releasing a CDIV programme of her
system this year and the Montessori Schools
have adopted her cystem of teaching music
literacy,

For orders or enquiries please weite to!
Tobin Music, The Malthouse, Knight Street,
Sawbridgeworth, Heets., CM2L 8AX

I hope this might be of interest to other
EO members,

Linda Eccleston, Munters Lodge, Mill Lane,

Churchgate Street, 0ld Harlow, Essex CMEV
OLN el 00279 423121

=
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. Future venues
., Approval of accounts = Ieeasurer, Mike

]

1
0

8. Home=oducation Day = Liz Ramsey

8, Steering Committee report = decisions
.rn.lse; last meeting

finy member wishing to add an item to the
above agenda, please write to!
ggneﬁaldgemggrg: F.S:“Stﬁmsman BBH
, Myndham KXoa
W e 5:;23;5"“‘ e a5 soon as possible,

finyone doing so should either send a full

faturday 1410 sEe.tenber 881, weritten account or be present at the

e neeting, in order for their request to he
ACENDA® discussed.  Thankyou,

NOTICE of Annual General Meetin

1. Quorum

b GCSE Camp

3, Minutes

4, Matters arising

5. Rotation of officers Hould anyone he interested in having a

8. Consideration of accounts = Treasurer (fairly structured) few days canp/resxdentlal

7. Ammual eeports time (cheap) for teenagers taking GCSE's
a) Steering Committee only? The idea heing to take specific

b Legal Geroup = Anne and Rob Wade subjects and work on specific areas/problems.
¢) Membership Secretary = Ualerie Common It would have a much more defined focus

d> Publications Co-grdinator = Lynne than most EO gathemngs and cater just for
Greenhough the needs of those childeen taking exams.
e} Co-ordinators Secretary = Stephanie .
Futcher If anyone is interested and can suggest a
8. Appointment of Auditors suntkable venue/ideas for workshops, please let
we know.

I an thinking about some time in the winter

PROVISIONAL fgenda for Members Meeting Avis Creenwell, 155 Castle Hay, Dale,
Naverforduest 5082 3RN
to be held at Featherstone Castle

Northumberland
Saturday 14th September PROFESSIONAL TUITION (by correspondence
a.M, only) with ‘A" LEUEL MATHS and 'A' LEUEL
PHYSICS,

1. Quorum
g. apoltégies SPECIAL LOW RATE FOR EO STUDENIS
. Minutes
4, Matters arising . Contact: Mr R, Freeboen, 4 Low Fen Road,
5, Publicity Officer = situation vacant Helpeingham, Sleaford, Lincs (Enc. SAE)
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LCI)QUOQG Lecnnng It ceems to we as though we acquire
languages “in layers” and when we are tired
or not well we instinctively use our “first®

For years I wished there were more people language At least T dol

interested in language learning in this

countey (cowing feow Central Europe muceld), 1 hope I have not put people off language
! iccui i learning altogether. As in all things,
I now find ayself issuing 2 warning! moderation ic the key. Provided you start

It is a hlghlg eontrouersial subjeot. Uf' 'lth Speaking and listeninﬂ Dnl!b you

gher{aas it Soons perfectly gasy !‘0;*I ehildrerg can't go wrong.

o learn a language with each paren

cpeaking their recpective mative tongues, the RS Sven, who was educated at howe ﬂ".tf‘““'
i S 8 S s s o 0 ol
orward with nownative speaking parents.  phon oy "ty Sandie Cottee and all the
If you do decide to teach you off-spring Other nice people we got to know through
gfp‘amsh or whatever, please bear in wind E0, for uour help and support.

at manu languages exist only in oral form
and are pasced on frow generation to Yhe offer for teenage EDees to stay for 2

generation by verbal comunications and Might or two (or three) at our place ctill
listening. Theee is no need in the early stands (Dur youngsters are now 16,18 and
stages to include weiting and reading skills,

IN FACT IT CAN BE DETRIMENTAL to the ;
learner to start weiting and eeading the The Bartrae fanily 61, Mumford Road, West

foreion language before the age of about Bershalt, Colchestes Essex (06 3L
EIGHT YEARS OLD!

This applies especially to the two different And from Carole Bowman:
alphabets mentioned by the family from Milton ,
Keynes (p2® June N/L) Please do not Several people asked for waus of teaching
burden your child with two cowpletely young children foreign languages in the last
different alphabets, It can do nothing but N/L

confuse the learner!

One cheap and, dare I say, enjoyable method
Another point to bear in mind is that ome is satellite TU. They can watch children's
main language is important to uc as an programmes in French, Dutch, Japanese or
individual. We grasp concepts, “a cup® - German with a cheap satellite. With a more
visualicing a vessel to hold tea or coffee - expensive motor system the language choice
we like to express sorrow, love, ewcitement, is unlimited., It is also useful for
happiness, ete. It is one medium we feel improving/refreshing a language learnt in
confortable with. Uery hard to explain this school for the parents.
point, But from many conversations with R )
people across Europe and language teachers For EO fanilies living outside England I have
in this countey I have found that everybody found the following clubs very good value,
needs “poots® in a language as well as in a with hooks only heing sent that are
country, culture or whatever pre-ordered and paid for

I have heard of one gentleman speaking Books for Childeen Ltd
pight languages fluently, only to shed them Overseas Service Department
one by one (the last ome mastered falling PO Box 79
away first) when he hecame very ill and Cirencester
only conversing in his *first™ language Jjust Gloucestershire CL? 7AZ
before he died.
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Books for Childeen
Nitney
Oxford 0X8 SYF

The Cood Book Guide
81 Great Russell Street
London KCIB 3FS

ALl send regular newsletters and weite ups
on books, videos and audio cassettes.

Mrg Carole Bouwman, Amselrain Str 50,
Oberderdingen, 7519 Germany

; © B rsavie OP PRESS - -- - -
lEO SwWEATSHKTS 7o oceoee!l

SEE  HERTAORDSWIAS REfoMAL NEWS

National Home Education
Day
This is the last real opportunity to get

information into the newsletter before
ober 18th.

We have had 26 requests from members for
posters to display in libearies and lots of

Nike Cook (Tel; 82273 6705%) has promotional
pens available and will be the disteibution
point for car stickers. The posters will be
ready in September and will be mailed out
to all those who have requested thew.
Handbills, AS information leaflets, address
labels and  membeeship forms are awailable
now from Lucy Charlton (Tel: 853759 2118).
Bruce and Christine Wallace (Tel: @44581 225)
have back copies of newsletters and some
relevant publications,

Those of you who have planned libeary
displays: One member has requested that
her library display copies of useful howe
education related books and from her letter
it seems the library is going to get them
in especially for this purpose.

Good luck in whatever vou plan and let's
hope the day is a sucecess.

1, Stanford Mills
LE1Z2 5QL

Liz and Cordon Ramsey
Cotts, Stanford on Soar Leies
Tel: 0509 856504

enthusiastic ideas; kite/puppet making
workshops, local radio talks, workshops with
the WER, activities in parks/resource centres,
“open days} newspaper articles and so on,

This is great! But if we are to cover the
country and get the “"home education” message
across to those who need it most, we need
a lot more ACTION! So if you are not
involved in anything so far now is your
chance. I know that many people have
things planned that we've not been told
about directly = for example, there are
rumours of things going on in London but so
far no one has contacted us to let us know
what, when and where What about the other
cities? Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester,
Sheffield, Norwich? What about MWales and
Scotland? Wherever you are, country or

Worldwide Education Service Leaflets

At the Members Meeting held on the E7th
April 1881, at Featherstone Castle, it was
agreed that an advert or insert be included
in the newsletter, giving details of
cupriculun=based options available to Home
gdugators, fron the Worldwide Education
ervice,

Some of those present were concerned that
E0 should nmot be seen to be advocating
structure or cuericuluw for howe educators
as the only choice, This we are not,
However, we cannot demy parents the right to
choose for themselves, (See our principle
aims on the back of this newsletter)

Nike Cook

town, please try and come up with sgmeth;n)g1
either on your own or in conjunction wit

others, “Woman's Weekly" had a double page
ahout home education (L1ith June) which
mentioned the National Home Education Day.
Already enquiries are coming iIn feom this

wanting ta know more about what's planned.....

“Mp Peter Rabbett, inspector (management of
learning) for Hampshire is to be senior
advisor for curriculum and professional
developwent in MWest Sussex.' ]

TINES KD SUPPLEMENT Sent in by Kim Wark

=20




Treasurers Report;

End of the financial uear once more for EO
and the accounts are being prepared.
was decided some years ago not to include a
schedule of account in the newsletter -
menbers preferring regular format and
postage costs limiting supplement inseet.

If anyone (other than statutory recipients)
would like 2 copy when awailable please send
me 3 33p SAE (AS or A4 envelope please)
and I will oblige

Some of you may have realised that hy
striving to keep down prices, avoid VAT and
Coeporation Tax, we could be impeding the
growth of the organization, The old
suggestion of separating the publications into
a subsidiary has come up once again, so why
couldn't we create another company or
subsidiary?

First, Customs and Excise and HNI are wise
to such moves to avoid tax liability and
would still combine subsidiary income with
that of the paeent company for tax
purposes, Unless of course you wanted a
total separation, another Limited Company,
with its own Directors and Council of
Management. But why another Limited
Company?

Few people appreciate having their personal

assets ceized if the Company goes bust, A}

Limited Company not only safequards

Charitable Teusts can only be managed by
Trustees who aee appointed for life or until
they resign. They have absolute power and

t are answerable only to the Charity

Commission. MWere we prepared to hand over
all EO money and control to people (however
trustworthy) over whom we had no influence
or control?

E0 Chaeitable Trust has at present theee
trustees and £5000 of what was mainly
fssociation subsceiption monies, The Teust in
its present form being unable to use its
funds for the benefit of ED wembers in
general = only the public at large!

S0 you see we are commwitted to fighting a
defensive battle to keep peices (income) down
if we are to avoid paying VAT and
Corporation Tax, If we lose, prices, hoth of
subscriptions and publications will rise,
upsetting the fine balance hetween what our
members can afford or are willing to pay
and the services we can provide. At
present, subsidising gatheeings, holidays and
publications is giving benefit to a greater
number = it's beginning to be worthwhile.
Nike Cook

HESTAIR HOPE

I recently discovered that Hestair Hope, the
educational suppliers, offer 1% discount to
anyone who goes to their school shop (ie
you pay the catalogue price, with no added

individuals from financial disaster hut also|VAT)

the company from power struggles within,
Directors can be removed by resolution,

fin idea floated some time ago was to use

the Charitable Teust to collect subscriptions,

:’l\nch would become donations and hence tax
e

The Association would run the publications
and administration at a much lower turnover
= the Teust taking care of the voluntary
workforce and paying the Association to print
and circulate publications, It all sounded
great, no tax, low income with room to grow.
But there was ome snag

Their addeess ist Hope Education Ltd.,
Orb Mill
Huddersfield Road,
Waterhead,

Oldhan OL4 28T

I obtained a catalogue simply by writing to
them saying I was a home tutor

MAZEL TOV to Belinda, Alan and Cus Reid on
the birth of Barnahy

MAZEL TOU to Francis, Nick and Rachael
Monte=Mason on the birth of Isaac
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In the autuwn my period on the steering
committee as the “third person® = ie the

non=office holding member will have come to
an end.

A replacewent person will be needed (possibly I

would like a penpal aged 8 = 14 with

two as changes in the natuee of the job similar interests,

are likely), It is not usually a difficult I

like ouinea pigs, I[Jlike riding, playing the

Jjob and if anyone feels they may like to clarinet, baking and
volunteer I'd be happy to talk to them Weite quickly to:

about it.

Changes will be made at the Rebecea Simpsem, 'Chickelberry, Bont Estate,

gmherstm Castle weeting and will probably Llanon, Dyfed, Wales
BS. Two letters will be replied to!

effect at once

It is useful to be able to get to national
gatherings reegularly as the job involves

taking decisions befween meetings on things Wy name is Imogem Tompsett and I am 1l
that can't wait and I've felt it impoetant uears old.
to have a reasonably clear idea of what I like swimming, cycling, cooking, Pugby,

others felt,

The job will be fully discussed ceicket, climbing and pressing flowers and I

in the autusn at Featheerctone and I ewpect live in the countey,

new guidelines to operate,

My address is: Drove Barn, Whitshuey,

Fordingbridge, Mampshire SPS 3PP

Please contact me if you are interested op
speak td Keith Charlton (Leics) or Mike Cook

(Kent) = the office=holding steering committee Hello, my name is Leila and 1 am 18,

nenbers,

) making things,

1 Stanford Hills Cottages, again after spending 1 year in Jumior school

LE12 Leila Cutler 84 Waverley Road, Plumstead,
London SEIR 71

égz fnad“w Soay Loughborough, Lei
anford on Scay Loughborough, Leics
SQL  Tel: (0509 855604

A_PLER FROM A VERY DESPERATE ED FAMILY

EO FANILY DESPERATELY NEED SUPPORT 10 SAVE
HOME FROM REPOSSESSION.

CAN YOU HELP WITH MORTCAGE ARREARS?

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE T0:
“THE MORTGAGE CORPORATION"
Send to Box 16, 2 Pretoeia Uillas, Brome
Eue, Suffolk IP23 BAL

ALl correspondence will he passed on as the
family concerned do not wish, at this stage,
to make their plight public.

-3 -

like computers, dancing, hopse-riding and
I'n being home educated

My name is Rachel Nouwtmer and I'n
nearly 1. T love watching fils (especially
David Lynch filns), reading, writing letters
and my favourite music includes Julee Cruise
REN, Madonna and the B-82's,

I would like a male or female penpal of
any age, from anywhere. I love all animals

Write to: The Pavillion, Coed Feanol, Vaunol
Bark, Bangos Cwynedd, M. Wales LLS7 dBP

Jinny Millmam, 13, of 155 Castle Way, Dale,
Haverfordwest, Dyfed, 5A62 3RN is looking
for a penpal of either sex around his own
age. He is interested in fantasy games,
the occult, history, SE cucling and animal
rights. He is home educated and a vegan.




Lm m [Wt tine when we were together Sylvia gave us
a2 lot of insight into the law relating to
Special Needs, and Anne and Rob wenmt over
On a grey weekend in March a dozen of us the eelevant sections of the education law
and eight childeen met together with Anne and discussed sowe of the case law relating
and Rob Made and Sylvia Jeffs for 2 legal to home education. We were informed about
woekshop in a_conference centre in Welwyn strategies which can be used when dealing
Garden City. People have been asking we to with the LEA, and it was helpful to have
weite a bit about it ever cince and I have the full sequemce of events which should
only Jjust succeeded, as the last fow months happen when they are not satisfied. I found
have been so busy. it very useful and encourging to discover
the exact limits of the LER's authority and
The centre was very comfortable and peaceful powers, and this has helped we considerably
and we had lots of room, The children in eecent contact with them
disappeared in the maze of stairways and : )
corridors and spent hours playing hide and Anne explained the procedure connected with
seek in the ewpty roows, and they had fun School Attendance Orders and suggested
Elayinf badminton in a disused chapel. We courses of action if a family is threatened
ad plenty of space and it was great to e with one and she gave us some useful advice
able to woek with the minimuw of on how to peesent a good case to the LEA
disturbance. In order to save time I had for a family's educational arrangemerts, e
done most of the cooking in advance and I discussed the issue of asssessment and
had enlisted the help of come local wembers testing and talked about ways of
so that mealtimes would be as streamlined safeguarding the parents' rights. Both
as possible, Pam Regan, Barbara McDonald Sylvia and Anne made helpful comments on
and Su Buckland were invaluable in serving Special Needs and the making of Statements,
yp the meals, organising the tea beeaks and and Sylvia showed us the ACE Special
operating the dishwasher Paul (wy husband) Education Handbook which contains essential
worked very hard hehind the scenes and information for anyone who has to advise
rounded up the children very expertly when parents of childeen in this categoey.
they were terrorising the Over-Sixties Club Rob ensured that we were well supplied with
who met in the Centre on Sunday afteenoon! information on where to get what, telling us
) _ ) about such things as Halshury's Statutes,
One of the photos in our Library display the Education Ruthorities Directory and the
for National Howe Education Day is of a Education Yearhook, We learnt about ways of
group of childeen clustered studiously around finding a solicitor (not many of them know
a computes looking very absoebed and busy, about the law of education) and we
It's an ideal publicity shot, demonstrating the discovered come of the pitfalls of using
way in which our young pecple can have the lawyers who also act for the LEA. Ne
opportunity to work together using the latest heard about Care Orders, Education
technology.....but it is fortunate that the Supervision Orders and the Child Abuse
photograph does NOT show what is happening Register and we learnt about the role of
on the sceeen! The photograph was taken af the Ombudswan in cases where the LER is
the workshop when they were busy playing a guilty of maladministration.
highly addictive Crand Prix racing car game, _ ) ,
and it was a source of great entertainment On the educational side we received a great
for them in their quieter moments. deal of useful information about
) flexischooling, work experience, early admission
§o we had nothing to prevent us from to college, GCSE's, university entrance and
getting down te work, We had four grants, There was ample opportunity for
theee=hour meetings led by Anne, Rob and discussion and it was very helpful to share
Sylvia which were very intensive Amnme had experiences with other co-ordinators. Ne
prepared an excellent handout which we had discussed wany of the problems which we all
studied in advance and this saved a lot of experience, including the thoeny issues of
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making judgements about families and deeiding

what level of support to give when families Lﬂanrﬂ ulk I'm

cannot cope. : .

From this nfﬂ:}@tte{ nfe aflf'e _nue;tl{lg to
For me the weekend was a veey strengthening OUF OPlgInNal rorMat of OFtering Just one
and encouraging experience which clarified a Catalogue costing ELSG, which covers most of
lot of things, It was very heartening to the computers we can supply. It differs
discover the variety and richness of the from our previous catalogues in featuring
knowledge and experience possesced by the only cowputers from Acoen, Apple, Cambridge,
people who met together Ne weee all very Commodore and IBM, modens from Pace,
grateful to Anne, Rob and Sulvia for coming, electronic musical instruments and
and for all their haed work. Undoubtedly Logo/Schewe information, software and books.
the workshop has enabled me to he a mope In future we will give quotes for printers
offective co-ordinator and the others who and other cowputers on request but will not
attended also found it very helpful, judging issue separate lists, If you write to us
mu.e péments which I P?Wigfd gae%:":{l?s' please enclose an SAE

50, it was a very enjoyable ogether 2

did wit o Soce of ool saemt T ¥ EDUCATIONAL SOFTHARE Je oo 3 Lt of
you are thinking of organising a workshop Pequests for sources of educational software.
in your area, I can say that it is veey The main mail-order suppliers are:
well worth it and it is not hard to do. AVP School HILL Centre, Chepstow, Gwent WP
If you allow plenty of time for planning and SPH  Tel:6281 625438 (catalogues available fue
preparation you can manage it even if you Nljbl_lS. ﬂlchllﬂ(_]ﬁs. llasteg IBM and ﬂllﬂi).
lead 2 very husy life, as most of us do! Rickitt Educational Media, Ilton, Ilwinster
If you would like any more details, you are TA1S SHS Tel:6480 S7IS2 (catalogues available
wolcome to get in touch with me. for Nimbus, Atari ST/E, Spectrum, Commodore
64 and Amiga and Amstrad CPC and PCN,

ol B e M 4 10
' UALIANT ROAMER DEMONSTRATOR Ualiant have

Jane Lowe
City, Nerts,

HOUSE FOR SALE

Five bedroomed, stone-built Edwardian house
on a ridge overlooking the town. Big front
garden, huge rear garden including pond,
patio, garage, herb garden and strawberry
patch, Park to front, fields to eear

Burnley has lots to offer in teems of
learning experiences for home educators and
there are a number of home educating
families locally,

We have produced a sheet with details of
the house and area, If you are interested
please give us a ring. You are welcome to
call and have a look without obligation and
we can usually find a spare bed for a
night or two.

Jan and Alex Smith, “Witchwood" 11 Gueen's

Paek Road, BURNLEY, Lancs, BBI® 31b
Tel: (0282) 831439

very kindly offered us the long teem loan
of a Roamer floor rohot, The Roamer for
those of you who haven't seen one, is
chaped like a giant Swartie with a “touch®
keyboard on its back, It is an ideal
introduction to Logo and it can be equipped
with lights and sensors and given different
identities using ceraft waterials or Valiant's
accessory Identity Kit! EO Efamilies who
would like to tey out the Roamer can do so
if they agree to comply with the following
conditions: In order that as many families
3¢ possible get a chance to try the Roawer
the loan period is for gne week only.

Each family must pay the cost of postage
and insurance from and eeturn to Learning
Link. This will be around £8. While in
their care each family is responsible for
ensuring that the Roamer is used only under
supervision. If the Roamer is lost, stolen
or damaged the_mul¥ to whow it is loaned
will be responsible for the cost of repair
or replacewent. If you are prepared to
comply with these conditions and would like
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to try the Roamer contact us. disk ete. Alternatively, if you send me a
blank disk and SAE I would be happy to
LOGD Many of you will be familiar with put a copy of the program(s) on it. Ei
the Turtle Craphics part of Logo, however, way an SAE will get more details. The
just as interesting is the list processing programs run on IBM PC with EGA colour
facility, If you would like to explore this graphics, I would like to be able to add
aspect of Logo and don't know where to some more programs to my list but am
start, we can recommend ‘Volume 1:lacking in ideas, If anyone has ideas for
Intermediate Programming' of Brian Harvey's uses for the computer but lacks the
three volume set called 'Computer Science ckill/time/whatever to program the computer
Logo Style’. This hook is a thorough then please let me know the idea. I will
introduction to an aspect of Logo that gladly send a copy of the resultant program
tends to get overlooked, There are many if the idea is practical,
Logo hooks that can considerably enhance ) o
your enjoywent of Logo and increase its Finally, on a completely different subject, if
educational value, Send 58p and an SAE for you are looking for a slightly different
our Logo/Scheme hook and software list, craft activity have you thought about rug
_ ) making? We can provide all the necessary
EDSCHEME the educational version of the bits (canvas, wool, hooks) at peices well
programming language, is now available below the usual mail oeder suppliers.
along with an excellent celf-study text. have a few designs we've worked out and
EdScheme is available for the Arcahisedes, tried ourselves which we would be willing to
Atari and IBM/Compatibles from: Ray Buecham, share or you can wake up your own = it is
Lambda Publications, 134 Cheney Manor Road, easy to do, even our § year old is making
The Green, Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2NZ. The her own rugl
Schemer's GCuide costs E£17.50 and the
EdScheme coftware £45.00. The Guide and Andrew and Jane Milford  The Bungalow,
zggg;are can be purchased together for g%f fcre Farm, Barway, Ely, Cambs. CBY

égﬂarm‘ng Link, 83 Manor Park, London SEI3

findrew and Jane Milford may also be ahle
to help you out with your software needs,

Dear ED,

I would like to both ask for and offer some
help to fellow EQers,

fs a self-employed software engineer I am

interested in using computees to help in the|ge

education of our two childeen, Sarah § and
Mark 3, but baulk at paying for software
which I can eacily weite myself in my spare
time. I have already written a few
programs based around counting, sorting and
pattern matching activities,

I would like to offer these programs to
otherc for a contribution to cover postage,

-3lp-

THE JAPAN FESTIVAL 1881

There will be a Japan Festival in Britain
feom August 'S1 to January '82,

Events will be organised all over Britain
and many of them sound very interesting. I
wrote for details and received a very nice
letter from the Education Officer Sally Lewis,
who seemed keen that EO and not just
schools should participate.

Details can be obtained (by co-ordinators?
om  Sally Lewis, Education Officer
Japan Festival Office,
§/1 Carlton Gardens,
London  SWIY SAE

The information pack includes a sheet about
gail&n and a Maiku competition, which could
e fun.
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WHERE TD GET WHAT

The following publications are available from
Bruce and Cheistine HWallace, 25 Diabaig,
Achnasheen, Roseshire IUZZ 2HE

re=use labels, membership
Ls_and _handbills from:
Lane, Newton

K0 stationep
eatle

0PMS, K
[ucy Charlton, 2 Histow

Haecouet, Leics LES OFT
Send £2 for 100 ee-use labels

PRICES QUOTED ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY

gohgol is not con%ulsora (SINC)
qu 0 Your Pig }

Early years
Pning suggestions for under 125 £2.50

ater uyears
ning for older children plus GCSE £2.50

Ieach your own by John Holt
Heiﬁﬁ*iﬂne education £3.88

Learning all the time hy John Holt £4.50

Schools out by Jean Bendell
i good iﬁui and how hook by EO member and
long term home educator £5.95

EO Newsletters

copies tor '89 and 'S £1 each
ED Newsletter hargain basement
Any Tour copies (our selection) feom '87 to
‘88 E£1.20
Eeulg produced newsletter diiest

page selection o e Dbes n '82 to
‘86 E1.59

= the newsletter

Growing without Schoolin
of EUs parallel urgamsilﬁ in the US4,

E18 for six issues per year starting March,

E0 membership/museum cards
The Eo membership card give you free
admission to the Science & Natural History
nuseums and Kew Cardens (see Feb/Mar '81
N/L for details) in London. Also EOers who
peside in Norfolk can obtain free adwission
to the Museums run by the Noefolk Museum
Service, Please npote that this is for
Norfolk residents only and you may be asked
for proof of residence in Norfolk, To get
your card send an SAE maeked ‘E0 card' to:
Faul Bentley, 83 Manor Fark, London SE13 5RA

EQ0 childeens' card
These are personal cards to show that
you are being legitimately home=educated. To
get vour card send an SAE to: Williaw Rust,
8 Church End, Gamlingay, Beds SGCIS 3EP

. Learning Link _
Learning Link is a non=profit making EO
family run resource which can enable you to
purchase educational computer hardware and
software at the educational discount prices
available to schools., HNe have
information/peice sheets for Acorn, Apple,
Cambridge, Commodore, IBM, Research Machines
and Tandy computers, Pace modems and
electronic keyhoards, Details from Paul
Bentley, 83 Manor Park, London SE13 SRA
Tel: @81 852 1563

from: Jill Cillings, Ballaglonny Farm, Quales
Orchard, Ronague, Castletown, Isle of Man

RECIONAL ENQUIRIES SECRETARIES
East finglia
1dlands

The Mor

seotland

Hale

outh East and South West

Sandie Cottee (8268) 733259

Hazel Clawley (821 722) 7165

Nick and Jennie White (8968) 23544
Brenda Holliday (6786) 832042
Miryam Bush (0269) 861069

Sarah Taylor (BB1 88B) 3200
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EDUCATION OTHERKISE OFFICERS

General Enquiries 38, Kinross Road, Leamington Spa,
Hamckshlre CU32 7EF I'Ielplme' (8926) 886828

General Secretary Pam Stevenson, 25 Ngndhan Road, Dover Kent
CTI7 OBH Tel! (B304) 218997

Director of Publications Lesley Kilbride, Fearnmore Shieldag,
Stratheaee ?Hsester Ross IUS4 8XX

Tel: (B52)
Publications Co=-ordinator Lynne Greenhough, 18 Park Steect, Alfeeton,
Derbyshire DES WE Tel: (8773 836662

Treacurer Michael Cook, 39 Beacon Road, Meene Bay,
Kent CIE BDJ Tel: (82273) 676589

Chaieperson Keith Chaelton, 2 Wistow Lame, Newton
Harcourt, Leics LES OFT Tel: (053 759 2118

Special Needs Sylvia Jeffs, 18 St. Bernard's Road, Solihull
BSZ 7B Tol: (021> 708 5460

One parent family Contact Jenmy Blower 1S4 Athelstan Road, Mastings,
Eact Sussex IN3S SJB Tel: (8424) 728720

Subscription renewals, Addresc changes, Bob Emmet, 148 Cunton Lane, Norwich, Norfolk
Nembership [ists NRS 0AR Tel: (8663 747865
Publicity Officer Uacant

Co-ordinators Secretary Stephanie Futches 50 Springfield A
Chesterfield 540 INL Tel: (B24E) 239648

MEMBERSKIF SECRETARIES

Scotland & Northeen England Meryl Cumins, 84 Machanhill, Larkhall,
Lanarkshire ML9 2LD Tel: (869%) 887977

South East Ualerie Gommon, 19 New Road, Castlethorpe,
Milton Keynes MKIS 7EW Tel: (8968) 511247

Kales and Midlands Gillian Murely, 84 Witney Road, Stafford
8117 OBP Tol: (8785) 48753

London and Home Counties David Bettis, 56 Coodwin Road, Ramsgate
CTiL 0JJ Tel: (9843 583280

South West Magoie Swartridge, 32 Careey Park, Folpereo,
Cornwall PLI3 BJF Tel: (05%3) 12087

HELFLINES
CHILDLINE (@80®) 1111




Education Otherwise is a
membership organisation which
provides support and information
for families whose children are
being educated outside school, and
for those who wish to uphold the
freedom of families to take proper
responsibility for the education of
their children.

Our principal aims are to:

encourage learning outside the
school system

re-affirm that parents have the
primary responsibility for their
childrens’ education and that they
have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educating them out
of school

establish the primary right of
children to have full consideration
given to their wishes and feelings
about their education

For further information

Send a 9 x 4 inch sae to: 36, Kinross
Road, Leamington Spa,CV32 7TEF

@ This is printed on 100% recycled paper.

Printed by Argraffdy Arfon,
(0286) 880322




