
  
 

 



 

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
1) Please submit before the deadline (ist of month)
2) Please write or type your materialclearly and indicate if you donot want your contribution retyped (otherwise the editor will retype& make minor corrections of spelling, punctuation etc:material ofwrong size, faint typeprint etc may have to be retyped anyway.
3) If you are writing and referring to a previous letter or articleplease include reference (newsletter number)date)
4) Feel free to make Suggestions about articles you would like to seein the newsletter, or supplements
5) Advertisements are accepted (where space permits) from members ifthey are of general interest to EO in general, at 10p per word.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: JANUARY 1st

Contributions for the next edition should be sent to the editor bythe deadline date, and materials intended as such should be clearlymarked ' FOR PUBLICATION’. Contributors should be sure to includetheir full name, address and telephone number;their name on each‘cutting’; and PLEASE, PLEASE BEAT THE DEADLINE!!
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of thecontributors and not necessarily those of the editor, or of EducationOtherwise as a whole. This newsletter is edited by a volunteer memberof Education Otherwise and its primary purpose is to provide supportand communication between members.
The Editor of the February Newsletter is
Jo Rust,8 Church End, Gamlin hay, Bedfordshire,SG19 3EP Teléphone:0967 50032Deadline: January 1st 1990
The Editor of the Supplement:"Music At Home"is Helen Beer, Reaulay, Guaig,Strathcarron, Rossshire,IV54 8XxxTelephone 05205 260Children's Pages Editor: Ken Bea ley, "Oranges", St. ClementsTerrace,Harbeton, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5SN
SUPPLEMENT EDITORS ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED FROM JUNE '90. Please writeor ring Lesley Kilbride Publishing Secretary (see inside back cover)
Education Otherwise is a orang limited by guarantee and is acharitable trust, Charity No,29202
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Gary Lineker was transferred to Tottenham Hotspur for £1.5 million.Heplays centre forward for England and Spurs, has two Golden Boots andwas the 1986 World Cup Top Scorer. He is suppoosed to earn about£4,000 per match.My best things at school are playtime, sports time and the end. Thiswill make my dad angry at me but here are my best transformers:1 Jetfire, 2 Grimlock, 3 Power Master 4 Optimus Prime (cut off in:ED)
What I did not like about school was everything. I am still connectedwith school because ,I go to football at their ground. I am now homeeducated and that is nearly as bad as school used to be , all rightDad I'm only joking.In home education we do a lot of science, we once made carbon dioxidewhich made a candle go out without even touching it.
Jody Fleisch

 



 

“HOME EXECUTION" as it is called in our house, is pothing
new.Our eldest children: Mark, now 22 and trying to study fashion an
design at College, had a couple of spells out of secondaryschool.Jackie, now 21,had a year out in secondary school, and nowhas her eldest child half time in nursery school.Jody, 94,left schoolthe week he started, went back a year later, and left again at Easter.He was obviously unhappy at school,did not want to go on manymornings, and was having around a day a week away. He presented anumber of physical illnesses which were ppeychologtcal” in cause, noneof which have appeared since leaving school.Socially, he goes to football and dance classes. Apart fromplaying in football matches for Leisure centres/community teams, hedances at many festivals over summer,for pensioners' homes aroundChristmas, and has two nights at "Wales Premiere Theatre Clwyd". The‘visits' are far more varied and involving than most schools couldprovide. He takes exams in football » jazz, tap & ballet, and hisperformance is on public view (even video). Our house is either fullof kids, or we are wandering around trying to find him: leaving schoolnot only improved his perfomances ( especially in dance) but has notaffected his playing etc with other children.I wonder whether, if the school atmosphere was as enjoyable,friendly, productive and hardworking as that in his football examclass (at Holywell : 15 children, instructors) and in his danceclasses ( 600 children with 3 teachers,ratios from 1:1 to 70:1 butaveraging about 20:1 ), he would be having home execution. "Smile andenjoy it" was the attitude of his brilliant yminis teacher: noweducating his children in a travel home around urope. His excellentdance teacher, and good football coaches, have a similar attitude: andit works.

Financially, a question rarely discussed in these columns,books, videos, tapes in lieu of school will have cost us c.£100 thisyear. In terms of working at home instead of for others, I will havelost c.£160 per week, net: that's including cost of babysitters/homeheating/take away meals. Others might like to look at the costs ofhome education.
Our primary school adviser has been friendly and constructivein his comments: Clwyd supports parents and our (unofficial) guess isthat over 20 families are home “executing". Looking, as well as beingorderly, and using pens as well as a word processor, were two piecesof ‘advice’.

Home education has been met with acceptance by friends andneighbours,and with ‘envy' by many friends still at school.My thanks are due not only to my wife, Pam, for proof reading this andputting up with me doing it, but to my 3 children for giving us muchpractical experience of home-schooling. Jody is jointly responsiblefor the cover. It seems strange to be wishing you all Happy Christmasand a Joyful New Year, whilst watching the Berlin Wall beingdismantled, to have to read the horror stories of home educators.C'est la vie!SpeLLLLing and typoGRaphi_cal errors are entirely my fault or thecats for pawing at the word processor.
Kevin Fleisch, 62 Uplands Ave.,Connahs Quay, Deeside,Clwyd,CH5 4LG, tel0244 810153   



 

My name is Michael Bogucki and I am 9. I learn at home and go to wood-craft folk. My interests are roller-skating,skate-boarding, codes,mysteries, spies, stamp collevcting, and reading. I have 2 computers;@ BBC and a ZX81. TI play the piano and listen to pop music. We willsoon be moving to the Crawley area.

 

Love
Michael Bogucki, 7 Derwent Drive, Mitton, Tewksbury,Glos. GL20 8AZ
16, Kenyon Rd, Wigan, Lancashire, WN12DQDear E.0.,

My name is Joshua Thompson and I am eight years old. I havetwo brothers, called Oliver and Ashley, and a sister called Laura. Igo to Wigan Christian Fellowship and I like playing chess and haveMeccano 3. I would like a penfriend about my age.Love from,
Joshua ThompsonHERREAIRKR III HHREKERERRIBERAIII IEEEIIII III.Hello,
 

I am called Lisa and like ponies, art and music. I also likeroller skating and reading books. If you write to me you aredefinitely going to get a reply!Love
from Lisa Jackson,39 Ushaw Villas, Ushaw Moor, County Durham, DH7 7PU, tel 3735196RRREAIKAARARERRAIKIARAAREERICckcickynDear EO

, I would like a pen pal. I am 8 years old. I like swimming,reading, comics and playing board games. I do recorder and go toWoodcraft Folk.From Jack Grahl
21 Hampton Rd Forest Gate London E7 OPDFAKAAKIARIRIAAAIEAEHERERAEEREERENAIRAIITARITIAI

There was a mouse
Who lived in a houseand he'd never seen another mouse
and then there cameanother mouse and he said ""Hello, are you the ~atof the house?"
Caroline Joy Bernard
47 Vernon Ave,Old Basford,Nottingham N66 OAQ EnglandLF3 a Fas
   



 

CHILD CARE AND CUSTODY
My book, "The Abuse of Care and Custody Orders, and UnderstandingSchool Phobia" has been written to refute the concept of thepsychiatric profession that school phobia is essentially apsychiatric problem to be treated with drugs and other psychiatricinterventions, as described in the article from the British MedicalJournal in the October newsletter.
This theory has led not only to the treatment of school phobicchildren in psychiatric units, but also to their placement in care, inresidential units for the educationally sub-normal and for maladjustedchildren. It constitutes an infringement of basic human rights.

The psychiatric interventions have resulted in a high incidenceof mental illness in later life for the children concerned. Homeeducated school phobic children show no such tendency towards mentalillness.
My book is published Dec, 1989, £6.50 p-b.,£12.90 hd. bk.Please order a copy from your local library, so that the book will beread by a wider audience.

Patricia Knox. Pen Llywenan, Bodedern,Holyhead, GwyneddFAFEPEAPETEEEREEROOAATEEAEEEREAREASAoEASSeaAseeeeeeeeeensaganee
Sunday Mail 15.10.89: "Just how well cared for are children in homes?Of Britain's 98,000 child runaways, 34 per cent have run off fromlocal authority homes. That's a frighteningly high figure consideringless than one per cent of teenagers are in care."
Letter Published in several Scottish Newspapers, Sept. 89:"They said Cleveland could never happen in Scotland, that under theScottish system no family could be so damaged by any professionalgroup. Sadly, Scotland has the highest incidence of children in carein the UK, and it has been our experience that the Scottish system isas open to injustice as any other."
SCAR (Scottish Children at Risk)'s main concern is the care andprotection of children in situations where local authorityintervention is causing harm. To this end they try to extend help toany family (Scottish or otherwise) who may need it regardless ofwhere they live. All contact with them is strictly confidential unlessthe family agrees otherwise.They strongly suspect that within E.0. now, or in the very nearfuture, there is/will be a need for SCAR.There are many caring professionals and a theoretically excellentsystem. However, not all social/care workers are as adequately trainedor as responsible as one might hope.SCAR belongs to all parents who feel their children have been/arebeing harmed by local authrority intervention.Advice, information, newsletter articles or HELP to or from SCARP.0.Box 7, Kingsbarns, St Andrews, Fife KY16 8QJ   



 

 

CHILD EN'S BILL NEWS
PIPPED AT THE POST
Well, we got right to the last hurdle: as a result of all thecampaigning by the Children's Home Based Education Association ( CHEA)members and friends, four of our proposed amendments were accepted tobe debated by the House when the Bill returned to the Commons for itsReport Stage on Monday 23rd October.
Our amendments were due to be debated on the 24th, and we had manysupporting M.P.s in the House. However, cerytain Labour M.P.s ( oneof them a Doncaster M.P. I'm ashamed to say ) , aggrieved by theGovernment's handling of the Associated Ports issue decided tosabotage the Bill as a political tactic and forced a division on allthe remaining amendments. This tactic was aimed at wasting as muchtime as possible. It worked, and the Bill was guillotined, beingallocated only three remaining hours when the House rose in the earlyhours of the 25th.As a result, only Government amendments remainingafter the alloted time were implemented into the Bill. All the otheroutstanding amendments were thrown out without debate.
Each year hundreds of families allow themselves to be taken to courtby their education authorities AND LOSE, not because they are atfault but simply because they are not aware that there is anyalternative to the choices their authority gives them. Many more givein to an unsatisfactory and often unjust course of action in order toavoid an appearance in court. When education supervision orders areintroduced as detailed in the Bill in its unamended form theseparents will not only continue to lose their cases unnecessarily; theywill also have rights taken away from THEM and placed into the handsof their education authority.
Sections 36 and 76 of the 1944 Act ( the sections that give PARENTSthe responsibility for their child's education, give them choices asto how this is to be done, and lays a duty on the education authorityto pay regard to the parent's wishes and to educate children inaccordance with the parent's wishes ) are to be removed . When aneducation supervision order is in place against a child, theserights are then passed to the authority.
When the Bill is made law, hundreds of families may have their rightstaken away from them not because they are at fault, but simply becausethey do not know what case to present to the court, or what course ofaction to take to rectify problems with their child's education. Manymore will accept an unsatisfactory course of action SIMPLY FROM FEARof having those rights taken away from them and given to a member ofthe education authority.
The amendment that would have prevented this and would have ensuced
education supervision orders were ONLY taken out against those who
were indeed flouting the law was thrown out when the Bill was
guillotined, This was the amendment to place a legal responsibility
on education authorities to inform parents of all their rights and

 



 

options, and to allow time to get suitable provision under way before
action is taken by the education authority, and to give the family
details of the relevant voluntary organisations.
That simple addition to the Bill would have prevented all those
hundreds of families from accepting only the course of action the
education authority thinks fit, and would give parents a realistic
idea of ALL the options open to them. Even the best informed, best
educated, and most articulate of parents are not aware of parent's
rights and so lose court cases and appeals out of ignorance of the
law.Those families could have stayed within the law if our amendmenthad been implemented into the Bill.
As the Bill began in the Lords it will only return there for theamendments that have already been added in the Commons, so it is notpossible to campaign at that stage. However, it may be possible to usethe allies we have gained at Westminster and elsewhere as a result ofthe campaign to at ieaet pressure the Secretary of State to introducevoluntary guidelines for education authorities, advising them toinform parents of their rights and options and give parents details ofrelevant voluntary organisations. This of course will not be bindingin law but it is all we can hope to achieve now and will at least gosome way to saving some families from being prosecuted or manipulatedunnecessarily, althouygh of course the really bad educationauthorities will ignore the guidelines and continue to witholdinformation.
Every single case is an unhappy child however and if we can save justone we will have achieved a great deal. If you would like to elppersuade the Secretary of State to introduce such guidelines thenplease write to your own M.P. either at her/his home or c/o House ofCommons, LONDON SW1A OAA asking her/him to pass your letter to theSeceretary of State for Education (this creates more impoact as theSecretary will have to answer your M.P., who will pass the reply on toyou, whereas he may not answer if you write direct. Be sure also toask your M.P. if s/he would give you her/his support in any other wayto secure the introduction of these guidelines. Suggest that theSecretary introduces a circular advising LEAs to inform parents oftheir rightds and options before any action is taken regarding anychild, and to give the parent details of the relevant voluntaryorganisation, and to allow parents time to put their options intopractice. You may like to put a copy of this letter in with yourletter to your M.P. (photocopied from the Education Otherwisenewsletter).
We must have been taken seriously to have got as far as we did inWestminster, and that is wholly as a result of ‘ordinary’ peoplewriting to their M.P. and so on; I hope you will help build on thecredibility we have all helped achieve for parents. Parents do havethe basic human right and the legal right to be taken into accountwhere our children are concerned.
CHILDREN'S HOME-BASED EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, 14 Basil Ave, Armthorpe,DONCASTER, DN3 2AT Tel. 0302 b833596  
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COMPLAINTSA reminder of the complaints procedure decided at Featherstone Castlein Sept.1988.
In the past, complaints have been brought to members' meetings or
printed in the newsletter, where they have taken up an inordinate
amount of time or space, and maybe even been ignored. It was decided
that, prior to members' meetings, a small group would meet to discuss
and hopefully resolve any complaints from the membership, unlessreference to the meeting is necessary.I volunteered to be the channel through which complaints can bebrought to the group's attention, so if you have any things you'd liketo see discussed and you can't make it to the meetings, please WRITE
to me. I will either take it or pass it on to the next meeting.
ALISON ORR, 17 Blackwood Crescent, EDINBURGH EH9 LRAFEBAERABEEREEREEPATHASAIPAAHASEASEEEAABAAAAAAAPABAAEAABAAAPHAEEPAAEEE
WE DESPERATELY NEED EDITORS FOR ™ EDUCATION THROUGH THE PRESS".PLEASE
RESPOND WITH LOTS OF OFFERS TO SARAH GUTHRIE, FieldHouse,Thrandeston,Diss, Norfolk, IP21 4BU
LETTERS
Dear Kevin, We are-Partick,Chris, Lizzie (7), Pete (5) and Andrew (2).We have been EO'ers for a couple of years now but because of dire lack
of time-honestly- we have been unable to contribute much in the way ofanything!
Patrick is a Systems Analyst (also a final year 0.U. graduate) and I‘run' Squires Protective Bedding.We started this business some 5 yearsago out of sheer need for something to protect our duvets from theonslaught of bedwetting children! It has been an extreemly hard slog
which, we hope, one day, may have been worthwhile!Lizzie came out of school last Christamas. We had pondered over thisfor a long time wondering how on earth we 'd cope with all the othercommittments. We had read so often about parent's giving up careers inorder to teach their children at home- how could we cope with twoworking parents? Well, it hasn't been perfect- but we have survived.Lizzie came to the office with me once or twice a week and the rest ofthe time she spends with Lorna, our nanny.Having a 'nanny' is not something we like to talk about publicly,people look on us and tend to wonder where we park the Rolls Royce!However, not only are our children looked after in the security oftheir home, we don't have to worry about them wrecking someone else's
house ( our children are like tornadoes- they can wreak havoc in any
confined space) but with more than one child, a nanny can actuallywork out cheaper than childminders etc. Lorna has helped alleviatemany of our fears on educating Lizzie. She is not responsible for
teaching her but she fills in the gaps that we don't have time to
fill i.e. crafts, nature ‘studies’, using the library, swimming,
arranging oiutings etc. She is also a friend to Lizzie. It isn't
always so-they have their disagreements and the relationship took some
working on, Lizzie is very bright, has a very strong personality and
can drive you round the bend! However with Lorna she can talk about   



 

 

"Kylie" whoever (!), dream about horses and moan about her parents!
Thank you Lorna- you're doing a great job!
The rest of Lizzie's tuition is somewhat sporadic. We have a couple of
blitzes occasionally when we feel we don't have much to show, but
we're slowly learning to relax and let Lizzie take the lead. Thedreaded 'visit' came last month- but our primary advisor proved to be
marvelous. No criticism, just honest helpful asnwers to our questions.
Maybe we'll try to have some work to show her next time!
By the way, Pete (5) attends infant school and loves every minute ofit, but who knows!!! Andrew (2) will probably go also- if they'll have
him!
Anyone interested in getting in touch/visiting-please do. Be warned
though- we eat meat, drink, smoke and are agnostic! As a family we
enjoy walking ( up to 6-7 miles with kids- no further!), trains,
cycling, swimming. Parents are also avid bridge players- Pat is
brilliant, and I won't read the books!
P.S. We can offer a 10% discount on COMFIDRI-SNUGFIT protective
bedding to EO members. Write or phone for a brochure and mention EQ.PPS Lyndon Pugh- October's Editor-recommended "How to talk so Kids
Will Listen and Listen so Kids Will Talk". IT read this book along withthe author's other book "Liberated Parents Liberated Children" several
years ago, as Lyndon said- it works!! We were so impressed that we now
stock these books: prices as follows:
Liberated Parents «0eh395 feee p&p)
How to Talk weee£6.95 (60p p&p)
Merry Christmas
Chris Squires30 Clarence Rd., Chesterfield, Derbys, S40 1LNFEEEEEEEEEEESREPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES
Dear Editor,is Rajan Naidu trying to make a monkey out of me?
Edwina Theunissen,Pum Rhyd,Marchwiel,Wrexham, Clwyd
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Dear EO
"r am writing with reference to the article from the B.M.J. inthe October issue about school refusal/phobia. There are severalpoints I would like to comment upon, and to say that we have a 15 yearold son who has suffered greatly from this problem.

Of course these children will suffer from anxieties anddepression because each day they are forced to face something whichthey find exteremely stressful. How many adults have to confront theirfears and phobias head on every day ?
In our case our child was able to attend outside functions andmix with people but seemed terrified of school. His anxieties seemedheightened when at school. We had recently moved areas, he had toadapt to a much larger school, his young uncle died suddenly and hisfather was ill, so he unfortunately suffered many of the factors whichmay contribute to school phobia. I dislike the term school refusal.I do not agree that all the children who present with this phobiasuffer from a separation anxiety.

Of course depression will be Present in these children when theyare forced to conform and attend school. They are under a great dealof pressure because most "experts" on the subject seem to feel themost satisfactory outcome is a return to school. My husband and I areboth in the medical profession and we were told by the ChildPsychiatrist that we were totally wrong not to force our son back toschool when all our instincts as caring parents made us realise theharm it was doing to him,
I believe that some of the medical profession involved have asense of failure if the children do not return to school. I do howeverfeel that once the pressure to return has been removed, with love andencouragement these children can regain their confidence and sense ofvalue. It is no wender that there is evidence of depression in themothers panbtculartys it is heartbreaking to see your child changefrom a PpPpy outgoing person to someone anxious and depressed,withdrawn and maybe even suicidal because they are being forced toattend school. Why must it be assumed that everyone at the age offive should jump on the conveyor belt of school and only get off whenthey reach the age of sixteen?

In less severe cases I believe that the child may be helped backto school, with the patience and understanding of everyone concerned.However it is my opinion that some children need to be taught at homeor in small groups away from the school system. I believe they thenstand every chance of becoming normal well adjusted adults whereasthose forced back to school may well need further help as adults. Onlytime will tell with our son but now after six months out of schoolhis confidence has grown, he has settled to working for his GCSE'sand he no longer feels abnormal because he is out of school.
No one can predict the future and I believe more research may beneeded to follow up the children who have been taught at home. Itwould be nice to hear from anyone who has been in the same situation10  



 

Jennifer Bourne,
46 Alexander Rd., St.Austell, Cornwall,PL25 4QN

 

Dear Editor,
Since last writing a letter in the E.0, Newsletter, I havehad many requests for information concerning3 living in France andb)The legal situation about education and home schooling here.

So far, I have always replied to every lettter received but thereseems to be a constant demand, so I felt I should give out theinformation more generally. (Also, I have sometimes felt a little sadthat, after writing at length in reply to a request, I'd never hearanything suo even though sometimes there were requests tovisit...!
Living in France I suppose is much the same as living anywhere else,there's food and less food and bad and inbetween; some things arebetter:there is quality food, the possibility of buying organically-grown food; medicine is food here (doctors, homeopathy, acupunctureetc) usually on the French National Health; family allowances forfamlies with 3 children or more are often pretty generous. Then thereis the TGV (High Speed Train) which, if you live near a station itserves, gives you easy access to Paris ( the network is beingconstantly expanded). As English is in constant demand ( and growing),one can always find jobs teaching adults and/or children.
In my opinion, the schooling, albeit with some exceptions, is tough,long hours (8.30-11.30/1330-1630) and homework from aged 6 on. Thereare nursery schools everywhere, children are really expected to gofrom 24 ( or even younger ), either part or full time. At present,my 6 year old son Theo has the good fortune to be in a school with awonderful teacher who accepts that he goes part time, and he isenjoying this arrangement. I will add that this is exceptional!)
However, if one wants to home school, there seems to be littledifficulty, legally. One merely has to inform the Inspector Academiqueof the area (LEA), they send a form asking masses of questions whichyou're not obliged to answer, but if you do it all helps to keep goodrelations with them. Some day they arrange to visit your child(ren).Officially, at aged 8,10 & 12. Most people I know say that theInspector is normally pleasant and helpful, although I suppose onething that is important is your approach to them/him, er.Legally theyhave to check that your child/ren is/are not being abused or ‘misused(unpaid servants?), Legally a parent has the right to homeschool, oncondition the kids are being properly looked after. From a socialpoint of view things are very different, however!

  



 

But things are definitely looking up. There is a "French E.0." called"LES ENFANTS D'ABORD", the ist newsletter comes out in a week or two,I'll try and see if we can send the E.0. Committee a copy. One thingLes Enfant D'Abord wants to do is to liaise with £.0., to make eachother stronger from a European point of view ( after all, in Germany &Spain homeschooling is illegal, we would hope to change their mindsand laws rather than they changing ours!)
On re-reading this, it may sound idyllic to some families thinking ofmoving here. In many ways there are lovel things and lovely peoplehere, on an individual basis. What I miss (some times more thanothers) is (some) English Television, from a culture point of view,especially the funny programmes (French TV is not much cop on thewhole!); popping into the local, a chat over the fence, a relaxed(not intense) conversation: English culture. Also, although my Frenchis good, my intuitive and mother tongue isn't French and sometimes itsa bit difficult. My children, on the other hand, are completely bi-lingual, a great advantage for them, especially with 1992 not far off.I'd also like to add that we are very happy to help welcome people whowish to visit, or stay here until they find something that suits them.Over summer we have room for whoever wishes to put up a tent or mobilehome; in the winter there is our house. We also have friends who arelonging to have visits from English speaking people. All we ask isthat we are not expected to ‘carry’ people financially, and that thosewho come contribute their thing as best they can.I hope this information letter is of use to those thinking of comingto live in France.
Looking forward to hearing from any prospective visitorsAndree Roberts-KeenLa Radissonne, Morance, 69480 Anse, France, tel 78 43 08 57

STAYING OUT OF SCHOOL
One day this spring I received one of those letters I imagine everycoordinator dreads. It was fairly illiterate, appealing for help witha pending court hearing about their son, aged 13, who was "schoolphobic" and had been threatened with a court order. I'll call them theBlackwells. I went round to see them straight away, it being a localaddress, Mr.Blackwell, clearly a highly nervous and paranoidindividual, gave a terribly incoherent account of the events leadingup to the court order. Luckily, his wife was calm and sensible, and sowith her help I pieced together what had happened. "John" had been aschool refuser for most of his school life. He'd just about managed tocope at primary school but he could not face life at a secondaryschool and was continually away. His parents sympathised with hismisery but felt powerless.
They were urged on all sides "not to give in " and did their best toget him to school. Typically, they were told ( by a teacher, popularin the local Labour Party, a campaigner for green issues and third 



 

world rights ) to "drag him to school, screaming if necessary". When
John tried to throw himself from the car on the way to school one
morning, his father realised that things could not go on like this.
Somehow, John was officially diagnosed school phobic and given a home
tutor by the local authority. But this did not work either, mainly,
it seems, because the purpose behind the home tutoring was to persuade
John back into school. In due course, the home tutoring was dropped
and John was left to his own devices. It was now about three years
since the child had been in continuous education. At no stage hadanyone advised the family that it was their legal right to teach John
at home.
Sometime at the beginning of this year, a new social worker came to
see the Blackwells and told them that a place had been found for John
at a remedial boarding school. The parents were confused - didn't like
to force their son but assumed they had to make him go. John refused
to go there, anyway. So in May, they received notification of a care
order on the grounds that John was not receiving sufficient education
and (thus) must be beyond the care and control of his parents. A
solicitor was appointed, as was an independent representative - a
guardian ad litem - for John, neither of whom knew anything about the
right to educate at home. Fortunately, Mr. Blackwell had filed away a
letter I had once written to the local paper about education
otherwise, and so he now got in touch with me.
Here I was confronting the situation that so often gets thrown at EOfamilies: "what about those people who are not capable of educatingtheir children themselves?" For it was obvious that, with the best
will in the world, John's parents just did not have the cultural
resources that would convince a magistrate that John could be taught
by them. They were poor, working-class, struggling-father a self-
employed gardener and mother a self-employed cleaner. In addition, Mr.Blackwell had been in a motor bike accident some 25 years previously,which left him with what he described as "personality disorders"-
unpredictable bouts of temper ( though he claimed he was never
violent, and because of his innocence and candour, I believed him.) It
also made him extremely agitated and incoherent. I could imagine onlytoo well what the magistrates would make of that. Mrs Blackwell was
more capable, despite her husband saying she wasn't, but her own
education had been muddled. Could they, really, give John what heneeded ?
When I met John he was very reserved, polite, tense. He looked more
like 17 than 13 and had clearly been under a lot of stress. But he
showed me his wild life garden, his ducks and cat, and his bike that
he went everywhere on. He had a friend he went fishing with, too. It
turned out later that John was very concerned with ecological issues,
animal rights and so on. So it would seem he had many interests
despite his surface lethargy. I knew that he would probably manage
well if left alone, but I was concerned that he could not, at the age
of 13, read or write, nor do much with numbers. Obviously a handicap,
and it couldn't help his low self-esteem. More important, it would
look bad in court. The hearing was in two weeks time, so I had to
think of something quickly.  
 



There followed a hectic time of talking to everyone I could think of.The solicitor for the case was relieved that someone else was taking
an interest, and though he was rather cynical about the Blackwells
ability to teach their son, saw it as a solution and was confident
that the hearing could be postponed while we constructed a programme.
Then I contacted John's guardian ad litem. He was even more cynical.When I explained the sort of things John had managed to do at home,which included rewiring the house, he replied " T don't call changinga few light bulbs getting an education " and claimed that John wouldnever be able to get a proper job. When I suggested that at least itmight prevent John attempting suicide, he grudgingly agreed.
The Family Rights group, whom I contacted to make sure that the careorder was legal, were helpful and efficient. They confirmed that itwas, and suggested I contact Education Otherwise....Ann Wade, our ownlegal contact, gave me lots of detailed and useful information aboutlegal precedents and points of law. And the most encouraging of allwas the reaction I got from those I asked to help with John'steaching.
It was obvious that John had to have outside help, and that hisparents could not afford to pay for it. So I made a list of all thepeople I knew in the area who had something to offer. There was aremedial teacher next door, now on supply, who was really a painterand had great sympathy ( from years of teaching ) with school phobics.Would she undertake to help John to read and write ? She said shewould, and she did not want money. However, she wasn't averse to asystem of barter, and liked the idea of having some cleaning done inreturn for the lessons. Then we both realised that, if anyone neededhelp with cleaning, it was me. So it was decided that Mrs Blackwell(who had already agreed to the scheme) should clean for me but that Ishould pay my neighbour, and that John would get twice weekly lessonsamounting to several hours. Mrs Thatcher would approve, the LEAwouldn't care and everyone would be happy.Then-maths. My own children were already having occasionallessons from a woman in the next village who had a lot of experienceteaching innumerate adults. She readily agreed to help John, andwelcomed the idea of gardening in exchange. And our local fieldstudies director offered to do what she could for John, to give himthe opportunity of developing a curiosity and love for scientificthings through doing practical work and observation, and in return hecould do odd jobs for her. For someone interested in wildlife, thiswas a glorious opportunity. There were more avenues I could haveexplored, but I felt that it was important not to overwhelm John tostart with. His parents decided that they could do history andgeography with him, and although their approach was very piecemeal andconfused and rigid, it was not my business to stop them. I couldn'tfeel he would respond to textbook work, though.
The family decided that we should start the Programme right away,without waiting for the results of the case. The solicitor succeededin getting a postponement of the court case for a month. He was thentold by the LEA that permission to educate at home had to be obtained.I was amazed that, after years of Pressure from me to be honest about  



 

home education and the law, the LEA should still be making this kind
of statement.
They later diluted this to saying that special forms had to be filled
in. Again I objected, but the solicitor persuaded me that it was safer
to play them at their own game. So Mrs. Blackwell and I spent a whole
afternoon painstakingly filling in those ghastly forms that require
the parent to account for just about every waking hour of the child's
life. I added a long letter of explanation for good measure, only to
learn the next day that Mr Blackwell had torn everything up in a fit
of frustrated rage at the whole business. We had to do the paperworkall over again.
Shortly before the case, the primary schools adviser came to visit the
Blackwells to assess their credibility. I offered to be present. To my
relief, she turned out to be a sympathetic and sensible woman who
refrained from asking too many questions about how it was all going to
work, and was understanding and friendly to John about his school
refusal. She said that she would not oppose the idea, but that the
final decision rested with her superiors. We all felt confident.
At last, in early September, the case was heard and the parents won.
The magistrate agreed that John could be educated at home, provided he
was supervised on a fortnightly basis. Six months of stress had ended.
But what of John himself? He now found himself able to educate himself
( almost ) at his own pace, in Renaissance style, with an array of
tutors. No curriculum, hardly a timetable, no homework, exams,
pressure. There is only one snag. John does not want to learn. He's
not interested. He is listless, uncurious, mentally blank. He'll go
through the motions mechanically, but that is all. My neighbour, at
first despairing, is now resigned. They play Scrabble, draw horses, go
for rides, learn to tell the time, talk about things. Some slow
progress has been made. He hasn't followed up the Field Studies
offer, yet, but dutifully goes along to his weekly maths lesson. But
ultimately, John doesn't want to know. Would it not have been kinder,
says my neighbour, to have left him in his own little world? Others
who have been involved with him this summer feel the same. They
wonder how to motivate him to ENJOY reading and writing and numbers
and everything else that develops out of that. Will he ever, in all
honesty, want to pick up a book, write a letter, read a newspaper?
They reckon he is more interested in his new ghetto-blaster than
anything else.
I see their point of view. But maybe, given the right support, the
mind can finally heal itself of negative experience and is able to
open up to all the possibilities of Life. For that reason, it isperhaps worth persevering. "Is he happy?" I ask my neighbour. Aftersome moments thought she says "Well, he’s not unhappy." At the moment,
I suppose that's the best we can hope for.
Sarah Guthrie (of Educating Archie fame)

 



 

Dear N.L.
Many of us sympathise with Rachel Sanger and Keith Charlton

and have similar intentions towards our children. So why am I now
sitting my 8 & 11 year olds down to maths workbooks and expecting
them to do a certain amount of reading & writing ( nearly ) every day?
Do I no longer trust them to learn what they need to know? Am I tired
of swimming against the tide? Would I be better able to keep faith
with this philosophy if we lived in a rural idyll? Or am I simply
following my instincts too?
Until recently I had believed that the children of Primitive People

learned to survive naturally through their curiosity, experience and
by example. However some Amazonian Indians repeatedly and deliberately
dip their infants into rushing water to build the skills they need for
life on and near the river. Australian Aborigines, as soon as they are
aware of the first stirrings of speech in their children, start
placing in their hands things that are important for their survival
and repeating their names. Not toys, but leaves, lizards, sticks,
stones....aso it seems to me that parents have always taught their
children vital skills, not left them to discover them, by chance.
In a complex urban environment literacy and numeracy are every bit as
much a skill for survival as is road safety. As E.0. parents we have
the privilege of being able to be sensitive to our childrens'
readiness to learn these things, to be able to follow up our
childrens" own interests, to set our own priorities and to devise our
own methods.
I respect the instinct, intelligence and natural goodness of children,
so should I doubt the the instincts and experience of parents?
Jane Woolfe
13 Western Drive Liverpool 19

LANGUAGE LEARNING AND ESPERANTOThere is one thing which schools do supremely badly- and that is theteaching of languages. Many millions of pounds are spent from ourtaxes and rates, fruitlessly "teaching" millions of English childrenFrench and millions of French children English. "Aversion therapy"might be a more accurate term than "teaching". Only a very smallminority actually learn to use a second language. Most learn to hateall foreign languages and to feel an utter failure at the very mentionof the word "language".
All that is really needed to learn a foreign language is for thelearner to spend a certain length of time living in the countryconcerned, conversing with its native speakers. Books hinder ratherthan help. Millions of illiterate sailors learned to speak severallanguages simply by travelling round the world, and staying in variousports.
There are relatively painless and easy ways to learn a foreignlanguage (see Accelerated Learning Association, Uni-Vite House, 50Aylesbury Rd, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, H22 5AH, tel 0296 631
117 ) but these are of no real use without also using the language.
There is, however, a good way to prepare a child for national language
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learning and that is to learn Esperanto. Esperanto is an internationallanguagewith European roots and a simple regular grammar, which isused by a network of a million people all over the world in both“communist" and "capitalist" countries. A knowledge of Esperanto opensthe door to the private homes of people in far-away countries whom onecould never hope to meet on a package tour. If travel is beyond yourmeans, you can correspond with Esperantists in other countries orentertain them in your home. You may find a special interest groupenabling you to discuss your interest with people who have no realskill in inglish.Mr Baker, in his wisdom, has prescribed two lists of nationallanguages which may be taught in schools, either as a first or secondforeign language. Esperanto is in neither list.
It was banned in Hitler's Germany, and is now virtually banned fromstate schools in Britain. This is a pity, because it has been provedmore than once that children who have studied Esperanto and enjoyedthe confidence that rapid success brings, and made contacts in othercountries with non-English speakers- these children make much morerapid progress in learning a first foreign national language thanthose who start without first learning Esperanto.If you want to know more, Maire Mullarney, author of "anything schoolcan do, you can do better", has written a book “Esperanto for hope”published by Poolbeg in Dublin, Eire, 1989.
I_ learned Esperanto along with my eldest daughter when I had her outof school for a year in 1979-80 when she was 10-11. Since then I havekept up my interest in the language and my third daughter Wendy aged10 has now learned it. We used " A practical course in Esperanto" bySzilyagy. Although written in 1932 it is still one of the bestavailable courses, having lots of amusing pictures and stories, andlots of oral practice exercises, assuming no previous knowledge ofEsperanto.I have reason to hope that an even better course will soonbe developed.Wendy has been learning Esperanto since she was eight but when shewas booked in last April for the International Children's Congress inEsperanto at Rottingdean in St Auby's School, (to be held at the sametime as the Grown-Ups Universal Esperanto Congress, but a few milesaway in Brighton) then we really had a motive for learning itproperly. We did Esperanto every day in the summer term and finallyput aside all other subjects, in order to achieve fluency in spokenEsperanto.
By the time she had covered half the 16 lessons she found that if sheasked for something in Esperanto e.g. "terpomflokojn" (potato crisps)she was more likely to get it. Finally we were able to feed rabbits,prepare lunch, go swimming and shopping in Esperanto.We learned a fewponee. read Esperanto stories together, and played games to increaseher skills.
When the time came to go to the Congress, she was able to manage fora whole week speaking only Esperanto. There were 33 children aged 6-12, most of whom spoke no English, with about 5 adult "guides' and

  



 

five teenage helpers. They had to speak Esperanto in order to
understand and to be understood.
They swam, played and learned together, and prepared a concert for the
grown-ups at the end of the week. A video was made of this, and re-
runs of television coverage were shown. The children sang, played
music, performed poetry and sketches. Wendy was still singing in the
car on the way home in Esperanto with great gusto.
None of this would have been possible if I had kept her in school.
British Esperanto Teachers in schools mostly teach Esperanto in
lunchtimes in secondary schools in clubs. Hungary is the country where
most progress has been made in introducing it into the primary
schools. In some schools there, children do their basic lessons in the
morning, and spend the afternoon in various activities using
Esperanto, instead of Hungarian. Espoeranto is very popular in Chinaand South America, too.
I hope you have enjoyed reading about our experiences. I have written
about them not in order to draw attention to ourselves, but to
encourage others to try it, for the following reasons.
1) Esperanto can help reduce friction and misunderstanding in
international communication. It was a mis-translated word that gavethe Americans excuse to make the final decision to drop the Atom bombon Japan in 1945.
2. Esperanto could reduce the cost of many international meetings, and
greatly increase real effective communication, person to person, not
through interpreters. Half the money we all pay for V.A.T. goes tofinance translation; the cost of this could be reduced by about 80% ifEsperanto were used as a bridge language, that is if all texts weretranslated into Esperanto and then out again into the other national
languages, instead of every language being translated into every otherlanguage. Only 20 interpreters would be needed for a ten-languagegroup, instead of 90. Huge translation budgets absorb millions of
pounds which would otherwise be available to bring relief and
development to the third world.
3. Esperanto is an ideal language for computers, having holidays,raising families, being angy or happy and all the many ways in whichhumans use language to communicate.
If you want to find out more about it, please write to:
The Esperanto Centre, 140 Holland Park Ave, LONDON W.12tel 01 727 7821

 



 

A TASTE OF ESPERANTO
To give you an idea of what Esperanto is like, a poem by Shelley
TOMORROW MORGAU
Where art thau, beloved To-morrow Amata Morgau kie vi estas?When young and old and strong and weak Kiam junuloj kaj malate§Rich and pogr, through joy and sorrow, Ric',malric’ tra gojkaj malgojThy sweet smiles we ever seek Viajn dole ridetojn sercas;In thy place-ah! well-a-day! Ho ve! Ho ve! Anstatau viWe find the things we fled-To-day Nur Hodiau trovas ni.
Pronunciation Vocabulary Meaning
xr always rolled Amata Belovedati as in cow Morgatt To-morrowa as in father kie whereie as in where vi you, thoui= ee as in police estas arejasy junuloj young peopleoj as in boy maljunuloj old peopleaj as in by kaj and© as in rich ri * rich@ as in gem or j in joy malri¢ pooro as in fork hy through
v : oj a joyiat! as in Meeow malfoj sorrowas in English,"'" viajn your, thyindicates a word ending dolce sweetmissed out to help scanning ridetojn smilesA supersigns are an serCas seekVessential part of Ho ve! alas!Esperanto spelling anstatati instead of= accented syllable nur only~ hodiatf todaytrovas findni we

I hope you have fun seeing if you can read the poem in Esperanto.Poems always lose something in the translatiomn, but they makeavailable poems which might otherwise be a closed bookto people whocannot easily read English. Lots of poems and other writings arewritten directly in Esperanto. During the congress in Esperanto whichI attended, I witnessed a performance of Poetry in Esperanto,dramatised very effectively by the speaker. Some poems were moving andothers very funny.Frances Howard,38 Hampden Rd, Hitchin, Herts,SG4 OLD
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Winter nights are drawing in and we should have some goodopportunities to look at the stars. It is all so much moreinteresting when you learn to recognise a few constellations. 'ThePlough" which has always looked more like a saucepan to me andCassiopea like a large " or Orion with his bright belt of threestars and his dagger of 3 smaller stars hanging from it. It isharder to make out Orion's great bow or the dog that follows at hisheels whose eye is Sirius the brightest star in the sky.,
I have always enjoyed looking at the stars and thinking how far awaythey are, but it is only a few years ago that I bought a star book andhave enjoyed learning more. The nearest star is about four lightyears away and others may be hundreds of light years away. My son haslain out on nights when many shooting stars are predicted and beenwell rewarded. It reminds me of my childhood when my aunt came tostay and we had lessons on the universe. a was educated at home forabout 6 years) and conversations like 3 if the sun was about thesize of this house then the earth would be about the size of thisorange, and we would have to take it all the way to....before it wouldrepresent our solar system." She would tell me too about the inside ofatoms and how there was just as much space proportionately inside anatom as there was in the solar system. It remains a wonder to me thatmy table holds together at all!
Lately I have been trying to understand quantum mechanics and thetheories of relativity. 1 was recommended to read ' The Dancing Wu LiMasters" by Gary Zukov [published by Fontana which I did notunderstand but it made me aware of what it was that I did not reallyunderstand and borrowing other books from the library I was beginningto understand. Now I am reading "A Brief History of Time” by StephenHawking published by Bantam Press which I find excellent, but perhapsthat is because I have read enough to know a little of what he istalking about.
This is no accurate fact filled article, I am just trying to sparkoff an interest in other adults to find out more, who vill in turnhave the opportunity of sparking off the interest in their children.Scientific knowledge seems to take years to penetrate to the generalpopulace. Einstein had long overthrown many of the concepts that Iwas taught at school. It is a few years ago now that I discoveredthat light is bent by gravitational pull if it passes close to a largeobject like the sun, but I did not know that in 1962 they proved theprediction that time goes slower when it is nearer a large object (like the earth). Two very accurate clocks were mounted at the top andbottom of a water tower and the clocks at the bottom ran slower!
Some knowledge alters one's whole perception of reality. It was notuntil I lived in the tropics that I realised the sun could shine fromthe North at mid day. It seemed extraordinary that I had neverrealized that in Australia they must sometimes build their housesfacing North to catch the most sunshine.
Priscilla Park Weir14 Biggs Lane, Arborfield, Reading, RG2 9LL2()



 

 

THE SAGA IN SHEFFIELD
My anarchist friend thinks I should graffiti “the Hodges’ boys arein College !'" , on the walls of the Town Hall and Education Offices!Conrad, now 16 , and Gavin, 15 in July and I had a few scenes,provoked by the impending doom of YTS and, worse still, EmploymentTraining. Then I made a few suggestions. I'd been a volunteer AdviceWorker since early '88, in a very friendly, supportive, political(small ) independent Advice Centre, and my colleagues were veryamenable to the boys joining the staff..
In November '88, inspired by Juli and Toby Lyons of Barnsley, andwith a supporting EO letter from Joan Hoare, I wrote to the EducationOfficer and the Principals of two of the new Tertiary Colleges, to askif the boys could attend part time courses prior to entry at 16.The Principals and their staff were interested, open minded andsupportive, and since January Conrad has been attending an OpenWorkshop on Communication Studies, and a Maths Workshop where he isworking on GCSE material at his own pace. Gavin does CommunicationStudies and Art.The Chief Education Officer did not reply until January, stating:This is, I am afraid, not a matter on which I can give any quickreply, since I shall have both to take advice and consult a number ofinterested parties.
I had quoted Toby Lyons as a precedent, as he has been studying a BTECFirst Certificate since September '88, at a College of FurtherEducation, two years prior to being College age,.Joan Hoare's son, Robin,who is in the 'year below' Gavin and Toby,has applied to study five GCSE's at Tertiary College, in preparationfor his chosen course on Civil Engineering. The Chief EducationOfficer has instructed the college not to enrol him.After writing to him four times, and sending copies to the Chair ofthe Education Committee, plus two letters asking him for his opinion,and after me chasing him up as a fellow Labour Party Member, Joan waseventually informed that facilities could be provided for Robin inSchool, and that "the Hodge boys " should not have been enrolled, inhis view, had he known, but that it was " at the least, insensitive "to exclude them, having been enrolled.
Joan has now written to the DES, from whom she has already receivedconfirmation that it is legal for 14 year olds to attend post 16education, where the education facilities provided at school are notsuitable, stating her case. Robin is mature and has never been toschool. He is used to self motivated study, and " full time" collegeattendance would give him more time than a school timetable, to followhis other interests and activitires.I have written to my “fellow socialist" , expressing my interest inhow the decision was reached!
Conrad has been accepted to take a Certificate of Pre-VocationalEducation, and four GCSE's, in September. At the interview, I was toldthat he conducted himself very sensibly, was very positive abouthaving been educated out of school, and concern nwas exprsessed that



 

he might find aspects of the course " a bit dull". |The boys have recently decorated Gavin's bedroom, and are now tacklingConrad's. This has entailed a considerable amount of " making goodwith plaster browning and finish. They have calculated the amount ofmaterials needed, and chosen the colour schemes. |They work at the Advice Centre two mornings a week, doingadministration, bookkeeping, publicity and reception, and have hadsome internal training on welfare rights.
I have been very pleased at the way things are working out. I'vewritten to Rachel Sanger, in her response to her letter in the lastissue, on " doing nothing ". We are too crippled by the system to showchildren what to do. The responsibility to create a caring world andundo the mess we ae are in lies with them. We can only allow them thescope to do so.
UPDATE October '89
I found out from a contact that a letter had been sent from theEducation Officer, to the College that Conrad and Gavin had attended,to the effect that enrolment of under 16 year olds was not to berepeated.
As I did not know officially, I suggested to Gavin that he gO onenrolment day,intending to enrol. He was game for this bit ofnonviolent direct action, and enrol he did! I was in the background,and we both thought we detected conspiratorial looks all round!Meantime, Robin Hoare has enrolled at one of the other TertiaryColleges, to study three GCSE's. The Principal there is fully awareof the Education Officer's attitude, and was perfectly agreeable toadmitting Robin. One of his colleagues has done a project on homeeducated children.
Conrad, now legitimately attending Post 16 education, seems to betaking CPVE in his stride.Jill Hodge10 Granby Rd., Sheffield S5 6WD 0742 432006
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BOOK REVIEWS
We have a book on loan from the children's library in Wigan called:1,000 FIRSTS AND LASTS ;THE GREATEST BOOK OF QUITE AMAZING FACTSI have found an element of fiction in this book, but I haven't enoughknowledge to debate about the authenticity of most of the book'scontent!Here is a fact I found within the Pages of this book by GylesBrandreth (If it isn't fact, someone can write in and say so!):-The word "school" originally meant "leisure". It came from 'schole'which is Greek for "leisure"Angela Thompson  
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Fluff felt very proud of herself, She had just given birth tofour lovely kittens. Ruskin was pleased too.Fluff and Ruskin were both pedigree Persian catseFluff was white and had very dainty paws. Ruskin was a gingerycat and had a purr like a lewn mower, it was so loud. Thechildren of the family who owned the cats were delighted. Flufflet the kittens be picked up, stroked, kissed and hugged gently.Just then a little girl arrived. Her nanewas Amy and she was their cousin. She gave the mother a letterand sat down. Two tears trickled dom her cheeks. When Anna,one of the children, asked "What's the matter? Why are you crying?"amy replied, "My Mother and Father have been divorced and neitherof them will take me. I have to live here vith you". "How sad,"said Peter, "Come on children, it's bed time", called out Mo ther.Anna asked, "Will you come and see your room, Amy, it's a verynice one", And indeed it was. There was a big open fire placeand also the two baskets with cats in them. “Look, here is astocking for you to hang up.} said Anna. "If you want me, I'mnext door, "Thanks", said Amy, quietly, but as soon as Annawent away, Amy started to cry again. Ruskin, awoken by the noise,came to her, rubbing against her legs, purring. At this, Anystopped crying and bent down to stroke him. ‘hen she did so,she saw the kittens. “Oh, aren't you beautiful, but I'd better60 to bed now." she said.

That night, Father Christmas accidentallymade a bit of noise coming down the chimney, This awakened Fluffwho misowed loudly. Amy woke, Suddenly. She had been dreamingof her parents. Tears came into her eyes as she thought of them.Just then Father Christmas came and touched her shoulder. “Whyare you crying, Amy?" he asked. “How do you know my name?" sheseid. "Magieo” he replied, "But please, tell me, Why are you sosad?" Amy told him all about it. Father Christmas said, "THat's&@ shame, but let's not think of that or it will make ME upsettoo. Do you want to see the toys in my sack?" "No, don't worry",was the answers. Father Christmas couldn't think of anythingpy. Then Pluft, who sechevlly weuls uisenk, sotS5% Gy ot 2 - the kittens, I will tell the kittenwhet has happened and he'll understand why he is to be your catwhen he is a bit older." "oh, thankyou so very much", Said Amy,"That will cheer me up!® As Amy fell back to sleep, FatherTiristmas quickly filled her stocking. "Yell done", he said tothe cats. "You can alvays speak now but only Amy will understand".
TUE SND. By Freda. . I
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Dear Members,
I am writing to tell you about the pleasure my daughtersand I are having on reading " On the Banks of Plum Creek" By LauraJugalls Wilder. As many will know this is the third of the "LittleHouse" books, and we have been reading them on and off since Caroline

was seven. She's now nearly nine. Her sister Abigail, nearly five,
enjoys the books too.
Although the books are written in a simple style, they are lively and
detailed and really give us an idea of what it was like to live in apioneering family in the Mid-West of America during the Last century.
To those of us used to every modern convenience, the Jugall's life
comes over as quite hard, but I am impressed by their resourcefulness,
contentment and concern for one another ( also the obedience of thegirls to their parents!)
When we sit down to read after dinner, before getting ready for bed,we all enjoy the story, even my husdsband likes to join in.So if you're bored with "Neighbours" or you're looking for an
enjoyable way to learn a little about how some people used to live,try one of the "Little House" books; you'll find them absorbing and
relaxing, and your chilkdren may grow to love Laura and her family
too.
P.S. Reading these books will generate many questions, some of which
may stimulate an interest in geography, history, and all kinds of
household crafts etc. Children may enjoy researching some of thse
questions themselves, as mine have.,Hellen Bernard47 Vernon Ave,Old Basford, Nottingham,NG6 OAQ
CCO#CO¥$O¥O0CO IDMNNOOO OQONO OOO CCOCOCCCHCOIII
Mother Earth's Colouring & Story Book:£1Mother Earth's ABC to Colour: £1.30Wally Wimple's Washing Line: £1.50
All are by Nicola Beechsquirrel and available from her at:
Blaenberem,Mynydderrig, Llanelli,Dyfed, Wales, SA15 5BL
The coluring books have clear and simple drawings, with no guns or
other nasties to be seen- D is for Dance, R is for Rain. The stories
in Mother Earth's Story book are loved by my son Jack, 24; "The Songof the Rainspirits" shows how valuable rain is, and Jack Frost and
Jack-in-the-Green is about the Green Man of the woods."Wally Wimple" shows a dad and his daughter living together, and what
happens when they go away leaving some washing on the line-of course
dad does the washing!
All three booklets are gentle in nature and advocate a love of our
Earth and all her creatures. They would make great ‘environmentallyfriendly' presents!
Michelle Rocke
25 Southgate Sutton Hill Telford Shropshire TF7 4HD
8888888 8&&&&&E83 888838&kE&&K&LKS83838888BKLEELRELLEES 88 8 888E&&8338838  
 



 
Dear E.O. Members

I have recently bought a set of _"CHILDCRAFT" from theWorld Book Co. for my 6% year old son Rammiel who doesn't go toschool, I paid £199.00 for 16 volumes and a dictionary. Each bookcovers a different topic such as Science, Animals, Plants,Mathematics, our Universe etc and the information is laid out ina 2page format which is good when concentration is limited. The wordsused are simple and clear with many colourful illustrations. I'mlearning as much as my son does from reading them.The set for older children and adults , called "WORLD BOOK" is againwritten clearly and simply with colourful il ustrations and withextensive topic suggestions and cross-referencing, a comprehensiveindex and excellent bibliographies and research guides,They are multi cultural, even if not as radical or "new age" asI'd prefer, and compare very favourably, price wise too, with otherencyclopaedias on the market. They can be paid for with interest freecredit over 4 months for Childcraft and 6 months for World Book (price£474), or with interest over longer periods.
My enthusiasm has prompted me to sell them so I would be pleased toshow them to anyone in the Greater London area, with no pressure tobuy, so you can see for yourselves.Although I'm promoting this, I feel to add, that I felt very much intune with the letter some E.0. issues back, entitled " Is anyone OutThere Doing Nothing" with the emphasis on "Trust Children". I washappy to read it.
Sangita
26 Wulfstan St, East Acton, London W12 OAH tel O1 740 8858

RESOURCES

If, like me, you collect press cuttings from newspapers and magazineson generalised or specialised interests you'll know how limited thatcan be. On the basis of how many papers , etc are available and theircost.I recently set up a home-based business called INFO EXCHANGE. A presscuttings exchange scheme based on the “swop-principle.You send in a request for cuttings on your special interest with alarge stamped addressed envelope and cuttings fee, together with presscuttings made of articles asked for on the Info Exchange current“wants” list.And in return, I will send you, as soon as possible, cuttings on yourinterest. At present, I am only dealing in press cuttings but I couldinclude magazine back issues, second-hand books etc.
If you would like to have further details, write enclosing a sae to:Valerie Stone, INFO EXCHANGE-EO12 The Firs, Wroxton,Banbury, Oxon, OX15 6QS

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS_
FOR SALE: 2 bedroom terrace hosuse in rural community. Wellestablished organic garden. Solar panels, 5 miles from historic Durhamcity. Supportive EO group. £30,000 tel 091 373 3628Hazel Leroy 52 South Terrace, Esh Winning, Durham DH7 9PS

Anyone interested in making contact with a family, or families, inFRANCE with a view to giving or receiving hospitality is invited tocontact Alison Niefham, Elmhurst, Cavendish Road East, The Park,Nottingham, NG7 1BB who would be pleased to pass on ( to anyone whoencloses a SAE) the details of enquiries she has received fromfamilies belonging to the newl formed French home-schoolerseeecoiatioikn; Les Enfants D'Abord" and seeking to make friends inritain.
USBORNE BOOKS: Re the October newsletter:I've just found out I canoffer a straight 10% discount (instead of 5% as advertised) p&p free.Those who contacted me (or will contact me) please note.Emily Matthews98 Crofthill Rd., Glascow, GH4 5QQ tel 041 637 0664

Dear EO members,
Here are some sources of supplies which we have foundvery useful:-

1) Wooden alphabet letters and numbers, simple wooden jigsaws:-John Lawrence Products, 2 Debenham Way, Pettaugh, Stowmarket,SuffolkIP14 6AZ
2)Scientific Equipment;Lego Technic, electrical items, maths items:A&L Scientific Equipment190 West Drive, Cleveleys, Blackpool, Lancs, FY5 2EJThey are very competitive on many items
3)Electrical and modelling items (primary & secondary):ELF Educational Services, 32 Aragon Drive, Ilford, Essex,
If anyone is interested, we've got for sale-all very good condition:a Maths-Teachers Resource Books levels 1&2: £4.90 each inc p&pb)Peak Maths: " Peak Plus"Books 1,2,3 & 3 teachers books: £5.50 p.paid
TRESSEL PUBLICATIONS
of Lower Ground Floor, 70, Grand Parade, Brighton, E.Suyssex, BN2 2JAare a teachers co-operative and together with their informationbooks, history books and computer programmes also provide some pupilworkbooks. They do an excellent introduction to history skills called"The Suitcase Mystery" which could involve a whole family from age 5upwards. They will send their illkustrated catalogue if you wish.M.Evans16 Thistle House, Dee St., OLondon E 14 OPD, tel 01 515 1797

 



 

 
"DUE TO PRINTING SNAGS" , “THE BEST OF ARCHIE" HAS HAD TO BE HELDOVER. NO MORE ORDERS, PLEASE, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Dear EO,
My littler boy Michael is almost four and has been diagnosed asautistic. If there is anyone who has had experience in educating anautistic child at home,we would very much appreciate Rearing from you.ins Lynde,genes 85 Victoria Rd, Sherwood, Nottingham, NGS 2NLPhone:

We'd be pleased to hear from any other Macintosh computer users whosechildren use the Mac. Steve and Gabrielle Rann,Pengelli'r Bryn,LLanfair Clydogau,Lampeter, Dyfed, Tel. 057045 200
FEATHERSTONE CASTLE, SEPTEMBER 1990.

Is there anyone out there who would like to take responsibility forthe running of the week-long autumn gathering at Featherstone,Northumberland ? .... If you think You may like to do it and wouldlike to find out more about what's involved, please contact eitherRachel White, Wensley Mill, Wensley, Leyburn, Wensleydale (tel:0969-23544) or Bruce and Christine Wallace, 25, Diabaig, Achnasheen,Ross-shire IV22 2HE (044-581-225).

BEAUMANOR HALL RESIDENTIAL CABINS. Fri. Jan. 26th. - Sun, Jan. 28th.

The January meeting is going to be at Beaumanor Hall, OldWoodhouse, LEICS., as it was last year. This year, however, we'vedecided to try and make a really interesting weekend for all thefamily as more accommodation is now available to us. In order to makethis gathering successful we need to have lots of "input" fromeveryone. This will be especially true during the Saturday meetingwhen many adults will be unavailable most of the time; and whilstBeaumanor has forty-acre grounds, it is a conservation area and mustbe respected as such - even to the extent of no river-wading and treeclimbing. At the last meeting at Featherstone Castle it was decidedthat a get-together without children wasn't worth coming to, so inorder that whole families can come along, and we can still get throughthe necessary business, please think very seriously... is theresomething you can offer? +++Perhaps a workshop? ...0r a sportsactivity? ...0r a lift to somewhere? (rollerskating? a museum?swimming?) .
Most accommodation is in dormitories although there are a fewsmall rooms. Every cabin has its own kitchen, dining area, showers andtoilets. Most have carpets in the bedrooms, all have heating and areequipped with cooking utensils, crockery, cutlery, pillows etc. butyou will need to bring pillowcases and sleeping bags or some otherbedding (there is none provided). All cabins are self catering,"Special Needs" families can be accommodated too.

**COSTS** £2.50 per perso: x ht - day visitors £0.50 per familymember.



 

**BOOKINGS** Please send cheque/postal order‘ (made out toOtherwise) to Gordon and Liz Ramsay, 1, Stanford Hills BeenStanford on Soar, Nr. Loughborough, Leics., LE12 5QL. We will need toknow how many beds you require and for which night(s). If you feel youcouldn't sleep in a dormitory, or that you would only want to sharewith another family you know to be coming, or if you have specialneeds, then please tell us when you book. It's important that dayvisitors book too especially if you intend to come with children.Please can everyone try to make offers of help with the childrensactivities for the Saturday so that we can begin to assess what elsemay be needed. It would help to know ages of children. We are
expecting to be able to send more information in late December/earlyJanuary so please enclose a stamped self addressed envelope (two if
you also want confirmation of booking).

REGIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please read the news from surrounding regions: there may be events you
can join rom neigi uring groups

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Meet at the Community Centre in Ross St., Cambridge every Tuesday at
12.30. Please bring packed lunch and ring Cambridge 870134 to confirm
if travelling some distance. Workshops 1.15-3.00 As space is limited
groups are rotating as follows:-
October 31st. Whole Group
Introduction to first aid and visit from an ambulance.
November 7th Older Children
Drama Workshop
November 14th Younger Children
The letter 'S'. Collage,drama, songs, playdough. Bring clippings and
articles beginning with 'S".
November 21st. Whole Group |
Flight. Making flying saucers, helicopters, aeroplanes, kites etc
November 28th Older ones ‘
Music workshop from 1.15-2.15. Parents invited to join in with singing
from 2.15 onwards
December 5th. Younger childrenThe letter 'H'. Content as above
December 12th. Whole Group.
making Christmas Presents

 



 
December 19th Whole GroupMaking Christmas decorations, cards ete

January 6th New Year Party
January 9th Whole GroupVisit from Police Officer to talk about work of police and road safety( to be arranged)
January 16th Older onesJewellery and accessory workshop. Co-coperative games
CLWYD
We had two families respond to the last newsletter's entry - both inGwynedd. Come on Clwyd - where are you?! We had a very enjoyable tripto the last day of the hands-on-science "Discovery Dome" all with freetickets I arranged through local contacts.Coming events include:Christmas Party (date and place to be arranged)Usborne book party: 8th January 1990, afternoon ( includes sale ofslightly damaged books at cheaper prices at the Millers house),We would also like to have a ‘hands on' computer day at some date,having recently acquired more interesting software the children couldplay around with. However, as I am expecting our second baby inFebruary, meetings for some months after that will probably have to bearranged by others- I'm afraid I find life very difficult to cope withwhen [ have a new-born in the house!
Please do contact: Jan Miller, Saith Fynnon, Whitford, Holywell,Clwyd, Ch8 9EQ tel 0352 714796 if you are inteerested in any of theabove events.

DERBYSHIRE GATHERINGSEEEEHERLNGS
Winter monthly gatherings will continue to take place. Bringappropriate materials and your own ideas! Meet at Alfreton House, HighSt, Alfreton. Numbers will be limited so please Phone Steph & Peter(0346) 239048 or Lynne & Mike (0773) 836662 for detailsSat 16th Dec: Candle Making
Sat 20th Jan: Basket weaving (corn dollies) with local weaver),Sat 17th Feb: Threadcraft (sewing ,weaving, knitting).
Sat 10th March: Kite making.
Members will be asked to contribute towards the hire of the hall anddemonstrators fees,

  



 

 

OUR SPRING AND SUMMER MEETINGS ARE STILL AT THE PLANNING STAGE: IDEAS
FOR OUTDOOR VENUES? PLEASE RING/WRITE TO LYNNE& MIKE

DORSET
A number of us have been meeting ‘out and about’ over the summer and
we will continue to arrange informal outings, so contact me for
details if you are interested in joining us, or if you have
suggestions for a visit near you.Two planned events so far are:
Sunday 17th December:
A Christmas Party from about 3pm at my house. Everyone is invited.
Please bring something sweet or savoury to put on the table for tea.
If you have any ideas for games or entertainment, let me know.
Tuesday 16th January
An outing to Upton Country Park, Poole. Meet at 1.30pm in the car
park. Admission is free.
From:Christine Adey, 1 Dunbury Cottages, Milton Abbas.(tel 880355)
DYFED
Our first get-together, on September 16th, was a great success. Many
thanks to Emma and Julian Orbach who hosted the meeting at their home.
The weather was dreadful, but it couldn't dampen our enjoyment. A day
of unlimited talk, toys, painting, fabric collage and food, whichreached its climax with the performance of "King Ludd and the Dragon"
by the Slippery Fish Puppet Theatre. Those few of you who didn't comemissed a wonderful time.
End of year get-together on Saturday Dec. 30th, 1lam-5Spm at the home of
Steve and Gabrielle Rann, Pengelli'r Bryn, Llanfair Clydogau,
Lampeter, tel Llangybi (057045) 200. Ring or write to say you are
coming and get directions.

HANTS
Informal meeting Sat Jan 13th at 11 The Grove, Penton Grafton,
Andover, bring refreshments, start 12ish.
Also arranging visit to Winchester Museum in March, we can get a
Speaker if there are enough people so please let me know before the
end of Jan so I can book him. Thank you. tel 0264 773308
KENT
Our visit to Chatham Dock Yard was not very well supported.
Unfortunately I was ill and unable to go, and Lois was also unable to
go. We would like to apologise to the few families who turned up, and
managed to enjoy the visit despite small numbers.
Unfortunately our ‘open house’ day at Glenys's had to be cancelled as
she moved house unexpectedly. So far, there hasn't been any response
to our appeal for volunteers to open their house for a day to other
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E.0.ers. Please, is there someone who would be willing to have a
meeting at their home one day during the last week of Feb. to discuss
and plan our visits for next year. Please write to me or ring Lois so
that we can advertise in the Feb., issue of the newsletter. Please
contact one of us before the end of Dec. so that we can meet thenewsletter deadline, We will advertise our Spring outings in the Aprilissue.Pam Stevenson, Lois Cook

LANCASHIRE
We have now met three times at the Drapers in Preston, where the
grownups drank tea and talked, and the children played ( and sometimes
vice versa).We had a bonfire at the Smiths in Burnley on Nov. 4th.
There is enthusiasm for making monthly or six-weekly meetings a
regular habit. Any EOers are welcome. We have met so far on Saturday
afternoons, and we have brought food to share at tea time. For
details of the next meeting phone Mary Swale, Bentham 62049
LEICESTER

Winter Gathering/Party:December 15th 1989: Lucy Charlton has found a
cheap hall in Leicester which is suitable for a winter party.(Christmas/Diwali/Chanukka???) If you would like to come ( not justlocal E.0.ers) we would like you to bring party food to share and a
few decorations if possible. Anyone interested, please contact us(Gordon & Liz Ramsay) at: 1,Stanford Hills Cottages, Stanford on
Soar, Loughborough, LEICES, LE12 5QL Tel. (0509) 856604, or Lucy &
Keith Charlton, 2, Church Lane Cottages, Newton Harcourt, LE8 OFT,tel(053759 ) 2118
LEICESTERSHIRE E.0.
We are still meeting on the second Wednesday of each month at Beaumont
Leys swimming pool - come along any time after about 12.30...for
epee of other meetings , please contact Liz & Gordon ( address
above).

LONDON GATHERINGS
Please note new dates. I have changed museum dates to the last Tuesday
in every month because there are occasional lectures at the Museum on
Tuesday, and because our Monday dates very often seemed to coincide
with a Bank Holiday. Ring me for the latest information.
You can get free passes for the Museum from:- Anne Wade, 19 PerkinClose, Wembley, Middlesex, HAO 2LY (tel 01-904-7155)
(Send 20p and a stamp addressed envelope
Tuesday Dec.12th PLANETARIUM Marylebone St NW1
Nearest Tube is Baker St. Meet 10.45 for a special lecture. No

30



 

facilities here for eating packed lunches, but there is a cafeteria,
and Regents Park is fairly near. Under 5s not admitted to the
Planetarium
Tuesday Jan 9th Possibly a tour backstage at the Festival Hall.
Lasts an hour, £1 each. Tickets have to be bought one month inadvance. If no-one wants to come we will possibly have a trip to the
Imperial War Museum on Fri. Jan 12th when the museum is free. If I
haven't got sufficient numbers for the Festival Hall by December 9th Iwaltfey to arrange some activity at the War Museum. Contact me for
details.
Tuesday Jan 30th Meet in foyer of the Science Museum at 11.15 or inthe picnic area at the Science Museum at 12.20
Tuesday Feb. 12th National Portrait Gallery
St Martin's Place at 11.00 Study session for 7-11 year olds, 11.30-
1.30 + parents. Aimed to help us to gain a set of basic critical"tools' to help approach artworks. We will look at "families" in
portraits, and do some drawing afterwards, all equipment provided.
Numbers limited for study session.
Monday Feb.19th Tower of London
I have arranged 30 free places for children. Adults £4.50 but probably
reduced for a group. There will be a talk in the Education Centre at
12.15 about the history of the Tower and children will be able to
handle and perhaps try on some armour. Meet 11.00 outside the GROUP
BOOKING OFFICE
Tuesday Feb 27th: Museums:see 1st item above

NORTH LONDON PARENT'S AND CHILDREN'S GROUP
We meet at Swiss Cottage Communmity Centre, 19 Winchester Rd, NW3,
close to Swiss Cottage Tube,on the first Sunday of every month.
EO members from all areas, or anyone else with an interest in
otherwise education, are welcome at these meetings.Please bring food
or drink to share for lunch.
Because of the necessity for us to cover our costs at every meeting (
we have to hire the premises) we are asking regular attenders to
support these meetings by becoming subscribers : for £4.50 you andyour family can come for a year without further payment. (The "on the
door “ contributionn is 75p.)
If you have any queries about these meetings , ring Andrea Granville
(328-4138 ) or Leslie Barson (969-0893)

SOUTH LONDON MEETINGS
For EO parents and children of any age from any area. It's very

informal, Bring some food or drink for lunch/tea. Usually the parents
have a chance to talk to each other and the children get to know each



 

other. Sometimes we have talks or activities - please suggest anythingyou would like.
Sun 21st January, Norwood Children's Centre, St Luke's Chambers, 2-8Norwood High St, SE27, from 1pm-5pm
Sat 24th February, the Child and Parent Centre, The Albany, DouglasWay SE8 from 11am-3.30p.m.
Sun 18th March Norwood as above
Sat 21st April Albany as above
For more details phone Rachel 582 3949 or Dorothy 469 0413These dates are 99% certain but not yet formally confirmed so it maybe a good idea to ring and check before coming.

NORTH WEST
Last time I sent information into the newsletter I headed it ‘SouthManchester’, Of course anyone who is within travelling distance of ourmeetings is more than welcome- hello Lancashire, Cheshire andDerbyshire! ( and N.Wales? Ed. )We are meeting monthly and, as well as informal meetings, have nowgot some trips organised. We recently had a visit to a fire station;future meetings are:
9th December - Family Fun Concert, RNCM »Manchester
15th January - Informal meeting at Gaynor Jackson's, Irlam, 10.30-2.30
12th February - Manchester Museum of Science and Industry, 11.00Please telephone for details.
Informal meetings are also being held in Lancashire approximatelyevery six weeks. For dates of future meetings telephone Mary Swale,

 



 

Benson ( 05242 )62049
Anne Nesbit, 17 Tewksbury Close, Poynton, Cheshire, ( 0625 871718)

SHROPSHIRE E.O. EVENTS
DECEMBER _89-FEBRUARY 90
Most of the following events start at 1.30 p.m. and are in theregular SECOND Saturday in the month slot, but other events are

included here too. Please check times and venues beforehand.
DECEMBER 9th. Variety show at Don and Mandy's house. at 1.30 p-m.Please prepare something to entertain us with-comedy routine,puppetry, music, magic, story telling, impressions, sketches, mime.Bring something Decemberish for tea.
JANUARY 13. An Otherwise Forum for adults and kids of 14+. Theopportunity to stand back and talk with a professional in mainstreameducation about what, how and why we are educating our children out ofschool. Mandy will be the child-minder but parents of younger childrenshould be prepared to leave one partner with them. Children and adultsmeet at Don and Mandy's house.
FEBRUARY 10th. Starting at 1il.oo a.m. Puppet Workshop at Don's andMandy's house. Juliet from "Brogg's Puppets" will lead us through thepossibilities of turning junk into fully animated characters. The lastone was hugely successful. Bring lunch and tea to share andcontribution for Juliet's time.
For further details please contact Don and Mandy Patter, The Lindens,BROSELEY Telford (0952) 882780

STRATHCLYDE
Help! Is there anyone willing to take over the job of co-ordinatorfor Strathclyde Region? I have been doing it for just under two yearsbut in little more than a holding capacity. Shortly after having takenit on we were called away to America for six months and I am indebtedto Brenda Holliday of Central region for holding the reins during thattime and continuing to handle the more complex enquiries dealing withschool phobia and de-registration.
Over the past year I have had a slow trickle of enquiries but for somereason during the last few weeks this has suddenly turned to a floodof requests for information and people wanting meetings. I have threechildren officially ‘out’ aged 8, 7 and 5, a toddler of 2% and amabout to give birth to number 5, so am not really in a position todevote a lot of time to being co-ordinator or arranging meetings andoutings, as I had originally hoped. Is there anyone with more freetime able to do a more thorough job? In any case you are quite freeto organise your own meetings, locally, and advertisdre them in thenewsletter, which would be a help in such a large geographical area as

 
 



 

ours.Jo Fletcher, 17 Glascow Rd, Uddington, Glascow, G71 7AU, (tel (0698)813732 )
SUFFOLK
So far some families have now managed to meet up on a regular basisapart from the advertised programme, including extra visits to suchaces as Leiston Longshop Museum, Framlingham Castle, where we allFad a very enjoyable time learning about Medieval musical instrumentsand shooting real bows and arrows:( see Sue White's report) andShawgate vineyard. The Longshop Museum, Framlingham Castle and theMinsdmere bird reserve venues were excellent and we plan to revisitthem next year. At the time of writing we have not yet visited theSuffolk Wildlife Trust at Melton, Woodbridge, but all had a super dayout at Minsmere, managing superb views of Kingfishers, Herons and someBearded Tits.
Our plans for next year include a French Day and a resources session,including a pyrography demonstration. Other possible visits when theweather improves are a police station; West Stowe Iron Age Village nrBury; Sizewell Power Station;Easton Farm Park; more field study daysat Foxburrow Farm; and other workshops.
If you're interested in any of the above or could help in any wayplease contact:- Charlotte Keith Westleton 650 or Jocelyn Hardin-Framlington 724392
WATCH THIS SPOT! Don't forget to read your newsletter or you may missevents.WE ALSO NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
TUES.DEC.12th CHRISTMAS CRAFT ACTIVITY DAYAT Westleton Village Hall, Saxnundham. Christmas decorations,badgemaking, percussion instruments, games etc,Bring your own mince pies to decorate and any other Christmas craftideas if you wishFrom 1l.am to 3 p.m.Cost:£1.50 per family
TUES. JAN 9th provisional dateSWT Foxburrow Farm, Melton, WoodbridgeExciting activites yet to be finalised. Bring a packed lunch andsuitable clothing, wellies etc.Suitable for all ages.From 10.00a.m. to 2.30 p.m.Cost: £1.75 per child; £1.50 for 2 children/family.Adults and under5's free
FRI JAN 26th:1992 and all that!A day with a FRENCH flavourThe day is being led by Angela Tellkier who teaches French from age 5years up to "A" level. Her own family is bilingual so she has a lot ofexperience and ideas to offer us. Try and bring food for a picniclunchwith a "French Flavour", and anything else that is French orientated
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that you feel could contribute to the day e.g. books, clothes,groceries, any other ideas? If you are already studying French, bringyour things along- it all helps!Meet at Jan Adams' ; Latham House, Mill Lane, Badingham, nrFramlingham, Tel Badingham 385 for directions
Tues FEB 6th provisional date
SWT Foxburrow Farm, Melton, Woodbridge, Bring a packed lunchFrom 10.00a.m. to 2.30 p.m.Cost: as for Jan 9th
? FRI FEB 23rd ?
provisional date, as it is hoped to hold this during the schools’ halfterm break.
RESOURCES DAY
Come along to Jan Adams’ house at the above address from 10.30 a.m.onwards. Bring any good books, ideas, equipment that you have found
useful in your own family for home education. We also plan to have a
demonstratiomn of pyrography in the morning by a 16 year old boy who
is still at school, hence the need to organise it during his 4 term
holiday. Please bring a packed lunch.

SUSSEX
A group of home educators from both East and West Sussex will betravelling to the:-
Polta Children’ s Theatre 240 The Broadway, Wimbledon SW19 onJan.23rd to watch The Firebird: a delightful anbd breathtaking musical
play for children of all ages with actors, puppets and lots of
excitement and colour. Price £3.50 per ticket.
If you would like to join us I will book seats. Contact: Mandy
Solomon, 6 Downland Rd, Upper Beeching, W.Sussex, Tel 0903 812053
Please contact me no later than Dec.23rd as I have provisionally
booked seats which will be released after Christmas. Payment is in
advance, please.

WARWICKSHIRE
A small group of Warwickshire EOers have started meeting on a regular
monthly basis. The present age range is 16 months to 7 years.If
anyone else would like to join with us they will be most welcome. For
details of meetings and venues please contact: Alison Cox, Harbury (
0926 ) 613619 or Sue McNamara, L/Spa ( 0926 ) 338199

YORKSHIRE

NORTH YORKSHIRE
ew Co-ordinators: Alan and Fiona Dix, 128, Fifth Ave, Tang Hall,

York YPO3 OUW Tel (0904) 426038

 



 

We recently had our first meeting for sometime, and although only one
family actually made it on the day, a number of others got in touch
to say they would like more get-togethers. Two more meetings have been
arranged so far:
Sat 9th Dec at 2.30
Christmas Card Making at Jane and Paul's house, 84 Wigginton Rd, York,
tel York 621127
Sat 13th January at 2.30pmVisit to York Castle Museum. Meet by the fire engine in the entrance
hall at 2.30.
Also, we are at home most Friday mornings (128 Fifth Ave, York ). So
if people would like to get together any Friday, you are welcome tocome to us. We could do something crafty or some science or music or‘just' play and chat. Please always ring beforehand in case we're away
or busy.The bias towards York in these meetings isn't intentional. If you
would like people to come to you, or outings in your area, please get
in touch to arrange something.

WEST YORKSHIRE
Parents Meeting:
Monday January 15th 8.00p.m. at Sue Lyon's Bradford
Family gatherings:
December 12th: Winter Party in Bradford. To book phone Sue Lyon.
Thursday 11th January, 1990 12 noon: Visit and tour of Leeds
Playhouse. No cost. Bring packed lunch or use Playhouse restaurant.
Contact Sarah Cook 0532 629557 for more details.
Tuesday Jan 23rd: Visit to Treadwell's Art Mill, in Bradford's Little
Germany. Price £1.15 adult, £1 per child. Meet at entrance at 1l.am.
Cafe lunch.
Friday Feb.9th: Music Workshop by Satellite Theatre Co. at
Slaithwaite Community Centre (next to the church), 1-3, easy BR
access. £2.00 per child max. cost.
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Unfortunately I cannot give any dates for scheduled events. Howeverthis doesn't mean that we don't meet. We do, only we haven't quite
come round to planning it very long in advance.
If you want to know more about our meetings and outings ( when andwhere) please give me a call.I have recently moved house. My tel. number is still 553836,my new
address is: 48 Montgomery Rd, Sheffield, S71L Dineke de Jong
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EDUCATION THROUGH THE PRESS
Compiled by Andy Axten, contributions from Janice Owen & Peter Edwards
with thanks (and some late additions:Ed).
There has been a great deal of print in the Daily Papers latelydealing with schools which have opted out of Local Authority control,
and of those I have read about, Head Teacher Roger Perks of BaverstockSchool in Birminham has an admirable ‘Golden Rule' for his pupils.
"Treat all people in our school as you would like them to treat you."Said to be the one and only entry in his rule book, it has the value
of dozens of others. I hope his children absorb it thoroughly.
It was good to see the D.Telegraph (21.9.89) give a good write up to a
Montessori School in Curedbridge, Hampshire; run by Mrs Janet Howard
since 1958, there are 160 happy pupils who still receive milk (and
biscuits) at 10.30 in the morning. How nice!
"The National Curriculum - an essential innovation on other grounds
and one that has all party backing - could also make some village
schools unviable. Providing the right spread of subjects, including
science, for a school with 30 odd pupils, a couple of classrooms and a
statistical total of one and one half teachers, will not be easy."(Daily Telegraph, 9.9.89)
"The porters ...called the Bomb Sqaud, the police,... After the area
had been evacuated, the cartons were blown up, whereupon their
(ticking) contents were found to be plans for the Programme Study and
Attainment Targets of the new national curriculum". From South WalesEcho,21.7.89 reproduced in T.E.S., 3.11.89 (KF)
Alternatively, six girls " became the first to attend Britain's
smallest independent school. Their beribboned hats were made by their
Headmistress, their books were a gift and their desks secondhand cast
offs from other schools. It has taken five years of effort by parents
to re-open the former C. of E. primary school in Dale Abbey
Derbyshire, which was closed 12 years ago by the county educationSe as unviable ( when it had 29 pupils) (Daily Telegraph8.9.89
“The Government's idea of the school of the future opened for
business in Noittingham....and business is the operative word. The
Djanogly City Technology College....is the first purpose built school
in Britain designed by businessmen to meet the needs of industry and
commerce.The first pupils are drawn from inner city working class homes. In
educational terms they represent the bottom 40%, the children who the
system has consistently failed by offering them a watered down version
of an academic curriculum.The theory that it is setting out to prove, is that a vocationally
orientated curriculum taught in a high tech environment will better
prepare such children for the world of work (D,.Telegraph, 31.8.89)

 
 



 
And two of ours, the Daily Telegraph (15.9.89) looked favourably onE.0., adding the contact address. Good.
Teacher shortages continue this term: "Inner London Education
Authority...has recruited teachers in Holland, Denmark, West Germanyand Barbados." "22 Dutch teachers have been recruited by theI.L.E.A. (D.Telegraph 6.9.89)
A Homework Problem:
“Twelve year old pupils at a secondary school in Northamptonshire wereasked to plan the perfect murder as part of their homework. They wereasked to write a detailed account of how they would arrange anundetectable murder and throw suspicion on another person.The second year pupils were asked to name their victim, giving reasonsfor the killing and express in detail the methods they would use tokill their victim. The Head of English at the schoool said the workwas part of a theme about heroes and villains.(D.Telegraph 19.9.89)“Soccer hooligans and Lager Louts develop their taste for violencewhile still at school by bullying other children according topsychologists.
Details of research by Sheffield University show that 20% of pupilsaged between 8 and 17 fall victim to classroom thugs who continuetheir violent ways once they leave school. The worrying thing is thatthe hooligans we see are getting their training in dealing with thingsin a violent way at school.(D.Telegraph 1429.89)
"Bullying has made 20% of Dublin's primary pupils afraid to go toschool, a survey of almost 800 children revealed." (T.E.S. 3.11.89)
“Teachers are to be asked by the Government to suggest new trafficcontrol measures to reduce the 6,500 children killed or injured everyyear on their way to or from school. Britain's death rate for childpedestrians is one of the worst in Europe." (D.Telegraph 21.9.89)
Strategy aimed at social and academic success:" The Lothian initiative has been sharpened by the ideals of the lateLord Kilbrandon, who envisaged an educational system which would carefor its pupils as well as enable them to learn. Twenty five years ago,the Kilbrandon Report recommended that educators should work closelywith parents and the local community in the best interest of thechild. Lord Kilbrandon's ideals were the foundation of children'shearings in Scotland but education, which was the subject of thereport, has reacted slowly - if at all until now. ( The Scotsman10.10.89)Why is it things take so long to evolve?
I hardly like to promote such things, but maybe we should join in oneof the present car sticker phases with ours reading[E0ers do it quicker]And mention in the Education Scotsman 10.10.89 of an interesting bookon Child Truancy, called ‘Out of Place’, Fiona Patterson, the FalmerPress.
“Children do not always want to be at the same place at the sametime. THis is a normal human response.. The fact that some truants

  



 

 

have problems has led to general assumptions that all truants have
problems." Doctor Patterson has written a book to prove that it can be
the educational system which has the problems. She has turned the
spotlight on school itself.
and from others:
"Saatchi and Saatchi is the biggest advertising agency in the
world,..it persuades us to .... eat Marathon bars,... voteConservative, ...donate to the NSPCC «»-Charles left his local
Hampstead school at the age of 17 without winning any glitteringprizes, and the warning that he" would never get anywhere in life". Aformer classmate recals :" Charlie (..at 44, he runs... a company
worth almost 1 billion pounds)...always came bottom of the lowestclass in every subject."...His maths teacher remembers him as " the
boy who was always struggling. He was always getting detentions for
for bad conduct. He took no interest in school activites, clubs or
sports. He was the sort of boy who made you wonder what would everbecome of him." Today, 21/9/87 ( Sylvia Goldstein)

"Mathematics and Science teachers would receive pay rises, parents
would be subsidised for teaching children at home and all schools
audited each year if recommedndations to the Committee of Review of
NSW schools are adopted.
»++.Options listed in the discussion paper include, changing existing
legislation to allow parents to easily gain permission to teachchildren at home and the provision of home schooling subsidies.....The
paper said advocates of home schooling argued it provided freedom of
choice for parents ( including religious freedom) was educationally
effective, avoided peer pressure and was more cost effectivce thanconventional schooling.
from "The Sunday Telegraph, Sydney Australia, 23.4.89 via
A.M.Thompson.

"Dear Madam: September the 28th, 1989 is the 2,540 year's birthday of
Kung fu-tzu or Confucius, the first and greatest teacher and
philosopher in Chinese history. It is also Teacher's Day and a
national holiday in the Far East. People celebrate to show respect
and thankfulness to the hard work of teachers. Special ceremony is
held by the head of state to mark the importance and appreciation.
Please accept our small gift on this occasion and have a very happy
Teacher's Day!. [Note from parent accompanying gift-wrapped boxes ofchocolate for a pupil's teachers.] T.E.S. 13/10/89 (Could this be ourEO day?? Ed)

Gary Lineker's final school report read: " Too interested in sport-you can't make a living out of playing football." Shoot,4.11.89 (PF)
(This footballer's transfer fee to Spurs this summer was £1.5 million)
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PUBLICATIONS MEETING : FEATHERSTONE CASTLE: 22.9.89
S.I.N.C. It was agreed that an update was needed for SINC, coveringthe Childrens Bill and information about G.C.S.E/'s. A loose, foursided ‘flyer’ inserted into the pages would be sufficient.
THE NEWSLETTER There has been some dissatisfaction with the standardof the newsletter recently, mainly concerning spelling and overallliteracy. Jo Rust (publicityoffieer :) circulated a report in which shesaid that she felt the newsletter was not a good advertisement forE.0. and perhaps we should look at ways in which the newsletter is puttogether and perhaps improve on it. She thought less space should begiven over to personal opinions,
After listening to how the newsletter is put together, that is byvolunteers with little or no experience of editing , and some withvery few facilities, it was agreed that our editors’ efforts are muchappreciated. We value the concept of a' moving editor ' and thefeeling that anyone ‘can have a go' and confirmed that the newsletteris for members, by members, and not a publicity publication. AStatement will appear from now on on the inside front cover of thenewsletter to this effect.
A suggestion was made by Kay Day that it would fulfill a need if weproduced an annual or bi-annual document which would be presentableto the media and other bodies- this will be discussed further at theJanuary meeting.
There followed a discussion about small improvements that could bemade to the newsletter and some suggestions were made.
Spelling mistakes are usually simply typing errors and certainlyassistance with typing would be helpful to some editors. Rachel Whitereported from the Children's meeting that the children were concernedthat if too much emphasis was put on correct spelling they wouldn'tfeel confident about contributing. Also they did'n't like the ideathat Children's material often appears in the newsletter in itsoriginal form untyped ( on the ‘pen pals' page for instance) whereascontributions from adults were always typed. This led to a furtherpoint that sometimes an article was put in perfectly typed and wouldbe unnecessarily be retyped perhaps with errors of spelling that hadnot appeared in the original. A suggestion was made that theguidelines should include a statement about not retyping materialwhere a request has been made for it to remain in its original form.
This could also be covered in ‘Information for Contributors' whichwill appear at the back of each newsletter including various otherguidelnes for contributors to submit material before the deadline,quoting a reference for previous articles or letters where they arebeing referred to etc. It was also thought to be a good idea for theheadings in the newsletter to appear in the same order.In general it was felt that the newsletter served its purpose but afew details could be changed that would make it more readable.Lesley Kilbride (Publications Secretary)

 



CHAIRWOMAN'S REPORT ON THE A.G.M. & MEMBER'S MEETING HELD ATSEPT.23RD
Well, we had a very full and busy week. Over 100 members, new and old
and their childremn, gathered to play and talk and cook and clean and
argue and sing & blow bubbles & make candles & puppets & friends.
Near the end of the week we held the meetings, both of which were well
attended. We now have a new _General Secreta: ; Pam Stevenson, and
Mike Cooke of Kent has offered to be our new Tvalstcer:
It was decided to lower our quorum for A.G.M.s to 15 signed-up members
and the Trust Deed will be amended accordingly. Christine Wallace
reported that our _membership is currently 1950 but it is thought from
enquiries that there cou e@ up to ten times that number actually
home educating. Regionalisation is working well. Jo Rust reported
favourably on our publicity and she is building up a file of
contacts on various subjects from school phobia to G.C.S.E.
" Figureheads" for E.0., were discussed and it was thought to widen

our honorary members list. Jo will write to some prospective people,
find their reactions and report back,
Lesley Kilbride reported that editos are coming forward for
newsletters but volunteers are need for supplements. Some
publications need updating & the original authors will be approached
first, otherwise volunteers will be advertised for. It is hoped to
print up a new Newsletter Digest and start the next one in process.
Anne and Rob Wade report the _Legal Grou is still very busy. Too
many L.E.A.s are issuing mis-leading or illegal information to
prospective home educators. This is being tackled whenever it occurs
but please keep up the pressure and inform us of any harassment you
receive from your local L.E.A.sThe _Family Support Fund had a quiet year with only one request for
£14 Made and granted.
The_Rolling Fund_ was set up to encourage people to set up common
resource centres for member's use i.e, the Norwich Group received a
loan of £400 for science equipment. Two repayments have been made
with more to follow. The Isle of Wight group received £300 for a
publicity/resource centre. This has now all been repaid. Felix
Polkowski was willing to promote the fund more.
We have had a request for “_twinning™ from an E,0. group in France-
Miryam Bush wilt find out more & report back. There was also talk of a
"European E.0."
It was agreed that Bob Emmett could purchase a new E.0., Computer.
After discussion it was agreed to close the old arclays Ban
account in the interests of efficiency and raising money.
Jude Ashley-Walker has quantitiies of W.E.S. books for sale cheaply,
or for more expensicve ones, to hire.
Paul Bently now has a photocopied pack of information on _G.C.S-E.

which is available to members for £2 inc. p&p. An updated Insert is
being prepared for later years.
After promptings from various members our newsletters, membership
forms and information leaflets are now all on _re-cycled paper .We

 
 



 

will try to extend this to all our stationary. Our printer was soimpressed with the quality of the re-cycled people that he's using itin other areas of his own work.It was pointed out that the Steering Committee » which hasresponsibility for decision making, consists of the Treasurer,Chairperson, and one other signed up member. Currently these are BruceWallace, Jennie White and Liz Ramsay. Any member can contact them foradvice and information.
It has been felt for some time that we should adopt a more formalmethod of appointing new officers and council members. It wassuggested a search group be set up to approach any person who seemedsuitable and discuss the position with them. A job description shouldbe drafted for each position so E.0. and the applicant knew what wasinvolved. It was decided that each office be held for two years at atime. The meeting proposed that we set up a sub-committee for eachpost to search for, appoint and support the new officer. This wouldconsist of the previous officer, others working closely with him/herand one or two other members.
Lesley Kilbride explained that she sends a copy of the newsletteruidelines to every editor - but not all editors abide by them. Itwas agreed that the accompanying letter be ameneded to read thatoffensive material be omitted at the discretion of the editor, andthat the guidelines be amended restricting the contribution of theeditor to a one page editorial. Lesley recommended uidelines forcontributors to be printed on the inside cover of éach newsletter.e voluntary basis of the editors was also to be noted. A regularformat was suggested. From the children's meetin held earlier inthe week, it was asked that their contributions be typed and correctdwhere necessary unless otherwise requested.
It was felt the time was right to produce a separate magazine-perhaps in the form of an annual journal » to use in promoting E.0.generally. The children's “meet ng in particular was keen to have E,0.more publicised. Jo Rust offered to make a draft for furtherdiscussion.Liz and Gordon Ramsay suggested we had a National Home Schooling Dato promote E.0., gain publicity and generally “come out”. Costings etcwill be brought to the next meeting.The next meetings will be:-
January 1990: Beaumanor Hall, LeicesterSpring 1990 : Unstone Grange, nr SheffieldAutumn 1990 : Featherstone Castle, Northumberland
This last meeting will be a week earlier than usual.Suitable venues ~ large (80-100 accomodatoion) with room for meetingsand playing and cheap are needed for future use. Please look aroundyour area ~ think of the travelling it will save you !Our thanks were expressed to Racehl White for organising the week.Any comments, complaints etc please send to Chairperson, JennieWhite, Wensley Mill, Wensley, Leyburn, N.Yorks, DL8 4HR
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Full copies of the minutes can be obtained by sending a S.A.E. to Pam
Stevenson, 25 Wyndham Rd., Dover, Kent, CT 17 OBH

SIGNED- UP MEMBERS
t the meetings at Featherstone Castle , some people were uncertain as

to whether they were signed up members or not; so here is a complete
list of all the current signed-up members of:
Education Otherwise Association Ltd
Jude Ashley-Walker, Caroline Bithell, Miryam Bush, KayBebb, Isobel
Bogucki, Kate Berridge, Anne Clark, Bruce Cox, Lois Cook, Mike Cook,
Martyn Chillmaid, Lucy Charlton, Peter Darling,Peter Edwards, Nigel
Everdell, Janet Everdell, Stehphanie Futcher,Val Gammon, Robert
Gillings, Jill Gilliujngs, June Grant, Elizabeth Hemphill, Tony Hill,
Frances Howard, Sylvia Jeffs, Lesley Kilbride, Thomas Kilbride,
Patricia Knox, Rena Laslett, Jean Louis, Barry Lovius, Sue Lyon, Julie
Lyons, Ken Mafham, Alison Mafham, Jill O'Connor, Joseph O'Connor,
Alison Orr, Felix Polkowski, Gordon Ramsay, Liz Ramsay, Meg Roberton,
Pam Stevenson, Rob Wade, Ann Wade, Bruce Wallace, Christine
Wallace,Jennie White, Mick White,
Pam Stevenson Gen. Sec

WHERE TO GET WHAT
The following publications are available from the Membership
Secretary, Christine Wallace, 25 Diabaig, Achnasheen, Ross-shire,IV22School is Not compulsory (SINC)-a guide to your rights £2.50
Early Years, learning suggestions for under 12s £2.50
Later Years, ditto for older children plus GCSE £2.50Teach Your Own (John ee philosophy of home education £3.85
Troubled Children (P.Knox), a fresh look at school phobia £3.75Schools Out (J.Bendell) a good ‘why and how’ book by an

EO member and long term home educator £3.75EO Newsletters:back copies for '88 & '89 £1.00
EO Newsletter Bargain basement:any 4 copies
( our selection) from years '82 to '87 £1.20Home Education and the Law ( Woolf & Deutsch), the law in

England & Wales with regard tochildren who are "de-registered" £2.00
Also available from Jill Gillings,Ballaglonny Farm, Quayles Orchard,Ronague, Casteletown, Isle of Man, " Growing Without Schooling" (The
newsletter of EOs parallel organisation in the U.S.A.
6 issues, one years subscription (from March) £10.00
STATIONARY and RE-USE LABELS: 100 for £1.50
from June Grant,25 Chipperfield Rd,The Manor, Hemel HempsteadHertforshire HP3 OAH
MEMBERSHIP FORMS, introductory leaflets & handbills from:
Lucy Charlton, 2 Whiston Lane, Newton Harcourt, Leics.LE8 OFT

 
 



 

LEGAL NEWS

Education Supervision Orders
Under the Children Act, not yet passed at the time of writing, an Education
Supervision Order becomes available as a means of dealing with non-attendancewithout making a full supervision order. As such it is narrower in scope:for instance it dees not give the supervisor the power to require the child"to live at a place specified", A full supervision order would entail areferral by the LEA to the social services department, and, if they agreed,a separate court hearing, with an opportunity for defence, appeal, etc.
It's a pity this issue has been dramatised into a threat to EO's existence:the situation is actually better for EO now, as an LEA.can no longer threatencare proceedings. the civil servants involved with the legislation understandthe issues clearly and seem keen to safeguard EO rights, The main problemlay in schedule 3, s.12(2), under which it was the duty of the supervisorto ascertain the wishes of the family "as to the school which the childshould attend". This has now been amended to "as to the place at which thechild should be educated", in order to leave scope for home education underan ESO. Details of how this legislation could affect different categoriesof family appeared in the August 1989 newsletter on page 27. (If you're
4 new member and want to know, ring your coordinator.)

College enrolment
Anyone experiencing problems with getting under-sixteens into college shouldring Bob Emmett (0492 69 355) to discuss ideas for handling it. Some LEAsare panicking that this form of flexischooling is threatening their schools,and are clamping down on it. ILEA are quite open about it: "We'd have nopupils left in some schools if we allowed it."
Anti Bullying Campaign
Anne went to their symposium in October to provide information on EO asa possible solution. There was a lot of media interest and follow-up.Anyone with personal stories of bullying and/or school refusal who is willingto go on TV, please contact Jo Rust (0767 50032). Michele Elliott of Kidscape(182 Brook Street, London WLY 1YG; 01-493 9845) is running the Campaign,and has packs with ideas for dealing with these situations (send large SAE).Strategies are being developed in the same way as they have recently beenfor sexual abuse.

Part-time registration?
The DES have now rung us about our letter on flexischooling, part-time registrationand deregistration on request. They apologised for the delay in answering:at the time of writing we still hope to have an answer soon, they felt thatour suggestions were reasonable, but were not optimistic that this was agood time to introduce them, amidst the turmoil of the national curriculumand the threat to LEAs of schools opting out.

Sorry
Have you written to us and not had a reply? Please forgive us and ring up.We are submerged in work as more and more people in trouble find out aboutEO and contact us.

Anne & Rob Wade
West London 01-904 7155



 

General Enquiries........+++++++++++++25 Common Lane,Hemingford Abbot,Cambridgeshire PE 18 9AN
Telephone Helpline:0480 63130General Secretary (Acting)............Pam Stevenson,25 Wyndham Rd,Dover, Kent,CT17 OBHMembership Secretaries............+.+.+-Christine Wallace, 25 Diabaig,Achnasheen, Ross-shire, 1V22 2HETel.:044 581 255

teeeeceeceeeseeeValerie Gommon (SE England)19 New Rd,Castlethorpe,MiltonKeynes ,MKi9 7EH Tel: 0908 511247aSesicwa a «++ess+-Gillian Murely (Wales &
Midlands,84 Witney Rd,Stafford,
ST17 OBP Tel:Stafford 48753se eeeeeeeeeeees+LOis Cook (London & HomeCounties), 34 Beacon Rd,HerneBay,Kent CT6 6DJ
Tel: 02273 67059

se eneneeeeceeessMaggie Swatridge (SW England)
32 Carrey Park,Polperro,CornwallPLi3 2JP Tel:0503 72087Publishing Secretary.............+.++++sLesley Kilbride,Fearnmore by

Shieldag Strathcarron,WesterRoss, IV 54 8XX tel 052 05278Treasurer (Acting).......-..........-Bruce Wallace ( see above)Chairperson........ BETS SEES wy +++++--Jennie White ,Wensley Mill
Wensley, Leyburn, N.Yorks
DL8 4HRSpecial Needs....... se eneeeeenesesessSylvia Jeffs, 16 St Bernards
Rd. Solihull, B92 7BB Tel:021706 6460Subscription Renewals,Membership

List & Change of Address............-Bob Taylor, 12 taylor Ave
DolgarrcgConyay ,GeyneddLL32 8JN tel:0492 69355Publicity Officer.............+...-..Jo Rust, 8 Church End,Gamlinghay, Bedfordshire, SG193EP Tel:0767 50032

REGIONAL SECRETARIESSouth West... AWD
South! Baatsc see ccus 5... weeceeceseeeeesJude Ashley-Walker 0983 78680East Anglia. «Sandie Cottee 0268 733259Midlands... «-Hazel Clawley 021 772 7165
The North. +-Mick & Jenny White 0969 23544
Scotland.. Brenda Holiday 0786 832042Wales.. iryam Bush 0269 861069

enevieve Bridgeman01 341 0751
«-Clare Weber,Furness, Newport,Co. Mayo

    

     

    
EDUCATION OTHERWISE OFFICERS



 
EDUCATION OTHERWISE is a membership organisation which
provides support and information for families whose
children are being educated outside school, and for
those who wish to uphold the freedom of families to
take proper responsibility for the education of theirchildren.
Our principal aims are to:
Encourage learning outside the school sysytem
Re-affirm that parents have the primary responsibility
for their children's education, and that they have theright to exercise this responsibility by educating themout of school
Establish the primary right of children to have fullconsideration given to their wishes And feelingsregarding their education
For Further information please send a s.a.e. (9" by 4")
to:
EDUCATION OTHERWISE25 Common Lane

Hemingford AbbotsCambridgeshire A J OY U LPE18N 9AN

  


