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September 13, 1989

Welcome
to this issue, edited in Rottingdean,
near Brighton. We are: Lyndon
Pugh, from Wales, Sachiko Torii,
from Japan, son Gyto (born 15/10/
83) and daughterIree (born 28/6/
87). Atthe moment, Gyto is happily
attendingthe nearest school, which
could raise questions concerningmy
suitability as editor of the EO news-
letter. Notatall!

1 joined EO several years ago,
out of my conviction that mass
education (especially as exempli-
fied in Britain and Japan) cannot
possibly be helpfulto thefull reali-
sation of humanpotential. It might
haveseemed a good idea a hundred
years ago, when there was more
information available inside a
schoolroom than outsideit, particu-
larly in small rural communities
with few literate people. It might
still be a good idea in Third World
countries. But in modern societies,
the outside world teems with learn-
ing opportunities; the schoolroom
has been turned inside out, and
some parents (not all) are much
better educated and equipped than
some(notall) teachers.
MONO!
Our children were born in Ja-

pan; Gyto was just 5 when we
moved here in November 1988. His
knowledge of Japanese language
and culture wasentirely normal for
a 5-yr-old in japan, but his English
was very limited, and his knowl-
edge of British culture negligible.

?i

Hadwestayed in Japan, he would
have been saddled with the iden-
tity of a monolingual, monocultu-
ral kid, albeit with a funny “for-
eign” face (which Japanese people
would never,ever, let him forget!)
and a “foreign” dad.

STEREO! *
So, once in Britain, to school!

There, wereasoned,the sheerenvi-
ronment would give him an inten-
sive course in both language and
wayoflife, and he would become
bilingual, aresult hecould nothave
achieved by staying at home. And
that is exactly what has happened.
Now we mustfind a way to save
him from going too far in the other
direction - prolonged schooling
would makeof hima mono-British
kid (witha “foreign” mum!), in ad-
dition to its other deleterious ef-
fects, well-known to EO members.

RESOURCES
Wehavea pragmaticattitude to

schools, not an automatic one. We
neither accept them without de-
mur as one of the great myths
(children must go to school), nor
dogmatically reject them outright.
Wesee them asresources, to com-
plement a wayoflife, not a wayof
life which must be accepted or re-
jected in totum. And,as we know,
the world is packed solid with re-
sources (mainly other than, but not
excluding, schools) for a person
whoisself-controlled, self-directed.

OPTIONS
So hereisa point of view which

may be of interest to you, and |
suppose there must be other EO
families in similar circumstances
who havearrived at this position.

 



In anycase, of course, many fami-
lies choose home-schoolingprinci-
pally in orderto reduce the amount
of influence the mainstream has
upon the developmentoftheir chil-
dren, and here we see the “micro-
multiculturalism” that exists in our
society. Andthis is the reason why
I'm a supporter of EO - because I
support the oftion to home-school,
the freedom to choose rather than
the path chosen.A nation(a family,
too) which offers such freedom of
choice seems to me entirely more
civilized than one withoutit. This
freedom mustbe defended, and de-veloped.

“SICK AND TIRED OFTHE ’-ISM SCHISM"
(namethat song!)

I’m sure we wouldfind,if we can-
vassed every member family’s ration-ale for not sending their children toschool, responses suchas:Theschools teach: too much Chris-tianity; not enough Christianity; thewrong version of Christianity; notenough tolerance/interestin other faiths;too muchtolerance/interest in otherfaiths.

Schools would be regarded bydif-ferent EO members as imposing: toomuchregimentation (kids arerepressed,over-controlled); not enough regimen-tation (the kids run wild). Sometimesthe same schools!
Tolerance? Some people automati-cally grant others their right to theirown belief andlifestyle; others grudg-ingly tolerate; yet others wish Britaincould be cleansed of every tendency(even skin colour) but their own.Still

others appreciate, nay, exult in the
multicultural nature of society, of the

neighbourhood, even of one’s own
family.

If all of the above tendencies are
presentin our society, how could they
not exist in EO, an organisation com-
posed precisely of people jealous of
their identity, willing to take theinitia-
tive, often in the face of considerable
pressure, for whatthey believe is the
good of their children? EO is bound to
contain all kinds of minds, open and
closed to differentdegrees andin differ-
ent directions. Andis it not(albeit un-
fairly) incumbent upon the tolerant totolerate even the intolerant?

It'simpossible toseparateone’sown
religion or ideology from educational
issues. One’s religion or ideology influ-
ences eventhe choice of washing pow-
ders (‘eco-friendly’ versus ‘who
cares?’)! Itbecomes interesting to search
for universalsin this babel ofcontradic-
tions.

Howaboutthe health of one’s chil-
dren, and their access to medical assis-
tance? Surely this will beagreed byall?
Weread of acase in Japan, where Japa-
nese converts to a Western religious
group (under the general umbrella of
Christianity)provoked astonishmentand
horror among the generally non-relig-
ious Japanese by preventing doctors
from giving a life-saving blood transfu-
sionto their child, an act which resulted
in the child’s death. Would you defend
that family’s triumph overthe powerof
thestate, the system,the outside world?

Certainly the classroomis a perfect
set-up for people on power-trips, for
people who wish to imposetheir control
on other people,but so is the home.

Soitis no wonderthat controversyis
part of the EO newsletter, an organisa-
tion in which members are essentially
united onlyin their preference foranon-
schooled education for their children?

As a practical point, however, we
might just recognise that EO has an
invaluable role to play in the develop-

a

 



ment of education in this country, and
also thatirritated members of EO are
likely to leaveit. This would certainly
lead to a weakening of the organisa-
tion’s role, a development which would
be bad for usall.

Greatrestraintis in order;difficult,
Tadmit, in a culture where many people
are brought up to be individualistic,
even contentious.I’m a primeexample!

But I wonder, and I have my own
dark suspicions, why anyone would
wantto explicitly inform others ofhis/
her religion, or politics. “Got to put
aside/them dee-nominations/or there
won't never be/nolove at all.” (Name
that song!)

In any case, why does anyone have
to read it? You haveit in your power to
skip this page, any time! At worst, such
irritations willcauseonetoroll upone’s
eyes and turn the page. But don’t drop
outofEO,sincethe newsletteris a good
source ofuseful, even vital, informa-
tion and support.If it isn’t good enough
for you, swamp future editors with
undeniably practical material, crowd
out the soapboxers!/i's your newslet-
ter; improveit.

Participants in all debates or argu-
ments could well read thefirst book on
the following list, for how most de-
bates/arguments are unfairly waged, and
as well as de Bono on‘logic bubbles’
for whyneitherparty can actually hear
the other.

 i

ITEMS FOUND USEFUL:
Straight and Crooked Thinking, (author
& publisher notto hand) A guideto clarity
and honesty in thought. Useful for anyone
wishing to spot manipulative language in
others, and avoid using it themselves.
Be Your Child’s Natural Teacher, by
Geraldine Page, publ: Prac-
tical ideas. Mainly 3 R's. Meant as asupple-
mentto school, but well worth a look fromEO'ers. (n) Penyuin Rooks -
Anything by Edward de Bono,mostavail-
able in Penguin. Clear suggestions for
improving skills in that mostbasic ofareas:
thinking, both methodical and creative (not
philosophical!).
For hands-on (minds-on?) practical training,
CORT Thinkinglessons, from Pergamon.
Easy, fun, and effective for anyone from,
say, 6 to 98. (CORTstands for Cognitive
Research Trust). I've taughtthis to groups-
it's great.
How To Talk So Kids Will Listen, &
Listen So Kids Will Talk, by Adele Faber
& Elaine Mazlish, published by Avon (in
US). The Los Angeles Times says: “De-
signed to bring adults to the level of chil-
dren, and children to the level ofadults, so
that this happy meeting ground can truly
makefor harmony in the home.” It works.
Good reads, for older children, teenag-
ers, or adults:
The NeverendingStory, by Michael Ende.
The bookis infinitely better than the film,
which,nevertheless, our (then) 4 yr-old son
loved. By the same author: Momo,anothersplendid story.
E.H.White'’s The Once and Future King,
storytelling tour-de-force based on our heri-
tageofold British myth & historical legend
- Arthur, Lancelot, Merlin, Robin Hood,
etc. Purists may cavil, while humans enjoy
and learn.

A VideoFlight of Dragons, (Channel 5) good
animation, valuable story, Ages5-12?

 

 



 

  HUMANRIGHTSDEPT. 
THE GERMAN HOMESCHOOL MOVEMENT

already exists, and now wespread ouractivitieslike the strong andrefreshing summerwinds.
Many of us have heretofore been brutally persecuted by the
German Government, manyof us have hadto pay high penalty
fees and weall are constantly being frightened with the idea ofgoingintojail or that the Governmenttakesourkids away from us.This year we want to achieve that homeschoolingshall be nolonger criminalised and illegal within West Germany. Youcannot imagine what hardships German Homeschoolersalreadyhad to bear! Someparents could do nothing but hide togetherwiththeir kids.
Indeed, more and more German families are emigrating, leavingtheir homeland, they cannotraise their kids here naturally, whatis,what they wantto.
Youall are very welcometo write supporting letters to us and tocontact us. Here are our addresses:Renata Leuffen, Herzogstr. 14,4000 Disseldorf 1, West Ger-many.
Bernhard Bartmann, Hofgut Ahlersbache.V.,6490Schlichtern,West Germany.
 

Amnesty International has a section (The Working Groupfor Children,with some 500 members throughoutBritain) which specifically addresses thequestion of the humanrightsof children, a section of the population regularlyvictimised by repressive regimes. All can help to move the mountain of ignoranceandcruelty, if only a stone at a time.Many children & parents write Urgent Action Letters ; older children can joinYoung Amnesty, receive its magazine New Release, taking part in its globalcampaign for humanrights. They also have an Education Pack, which you can buywholly or in parts. Here are some addresses for those interested:
Defencefor Children International  

 
Amnesty International, ||Memorial School
eSos—eryhee ere founded 1979, membersin over 50 countries,non-governmental, non-religious, non-po-London ECIR 4RE Taaon litical, non-profit. Small group in UK...    
 
 

  
currently running a petition due to be handed

UNICEF-UK to the PM in Dec., asking the British Govern-55 Lincoln's Inn Fields ment tosign & ratify the newdraft ConventionLondon WC2A 3NB on the Rights of the Child, due to come before
the UNlater this year. Copies still available.

   

  

      
   You can see how many seeds arein the apple, but not how many apples are in the seed.
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My nameis Laura Thomsonand I’m eleven in October.Igo to Wigan ChristianFellowship and I have threebrothers: Joshua (aged §8),Oliver (aged 5) and Ashley(aged 2 months). I enjoyart!and music. I play the recorderand cornet. [would likea pen-friend who's about my own
age,
Love, Laura XXX.Laura Thomson16 Kenyon RoadWigan, LancashireWN1 200.  

 

  

 

  

    

   
  
   

    

I would likemore penfriends. I am six.I like drawing, animals, andbikes. I learn at home and go toWoodcraft Folk.
Love,

Jessica Sains,
6, Rutland St,Mansfield,

Notts, NG18 4AW.
 

 
————————My nameisRosie Raymond,age 9.I like ponies, snails, dogs,

cats, Jason Donovan and
Kylie Minogue, Neighbours,

Nature.
Rosie Raymond

. Four Seasons
Coneyhurst, West Sussex

 

 

 
My nameis Rosy, and I am 13
years old. I would like a boy or
girl penfriend,preferably butnot
necessarily around my ownage.
Ilike artof any description,roller
skating, and I have access to 4
differentcomputers which enjoy
using. Myotherinterestsare D&D
books and games; andI play the
piano.
I do go to schoolat the moment,
but I hope to get out again soon.
(I have attended school since I
was10).
Anyone who writes to me can
rely ona reply, but bear in mind
that since I have 4 other
penfriends to write to, it may
comea little delayed!

Yourssincerely,
Rosy Hunt,
Brentwood

15 Wilton Rise
Holgate Road

York,
YO2 4BT,

 
     RH14 9DG.

 

 

   



 
Letters

SOCIALISOLATION?
Dear Nick and Leda Sheene,Iamglad that our children missout on the social aspects of school,itwas one of our reasons for de-schooling.No harmonioussociety ‘cloisters’somanychildren with so few adults,separated from everyday life andTeal experience.It is anentirely arti-ficial social group. When,in adultlife, do we spend 8 hours a day with30 others of the same age, with oneolder person in authority? (TheArmy.) Stuck at home? Children arestuckat school; confined,restrictedand regulated.Humansare social beingsand ourchildren satisfy their social needs,given security and freedom, quitenaturally andefficiently themselves.The amountof company and num-beroffriends actually enjoyed andneeded varies considerably fromindividual to individual, and fromday to day. And when has quantityever equalled quality?Schools are constantly trying tobreak classes down into smallgroups. Whocan really learn in acrowd? Thebasic social group isfamily, friends, and neighbours.Children form their first relation-ships here. As they are ready theygradually extendtheirsocial range,meeting their friends’ friends per-haps, and through such group ac-tivities as swimming, music, gym,etc. And local EO family gatherings.

There is plenty of scope for socialis-ingandfriendshipsbased on sharedvalues and commoninterests. Thefamily group remains central andthere is no destructive separationinto gender stereotypes and peergroups, where siblings are notfriends andgirls & boyscease play-ing together, which seems to hap-pen once they start school.National EO gatherings supplya widersocial network andlinksareformed with families all over thecountry. These friendships give ourchildren a special confidence andmany opportunities.
Later, of course, they join clubs& societies and meeta still widerrange of people. And always theinitiativeis theirs, they are not pas-sively swallowed updaily bya largegroup.
As for being the odd one out,quite the reverse is true. In the natu-ral situations I have outlined,chil-dren operate without stress or pres-sure. I believe thattheir friends whogo toschoolfindita relief tocome tous, as they do daily at 4pm, and allday on ‘Baker Days’ and other timeswhenthey are notat school.They havefriends ranging inagefrom 2 to 92, and manyof them.My11-year-old, who did go toschool for 2 years, has a long-standingfriendshipwitha boy fromwhom he was separated when atschool - they were a badinfluenceoneachother! Sevenyearslater theystill have a lovely relationship andonly influence each other for the

I feel very strongly on this sub-ject. The social isolation of childrenwho do not go to schoolis a completemythofwhich I would reallylike to seethe end.
Jane Wolfe, Liverpool.
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Letters
ROLE OF THE NEWSLETTER

(This is thefull text ofthe letter by Rajan Naidu, which wasseverelycut in theAugustNewsletter. I feel obliged to print it in full only because I feelit was quite wrong to cut@ letter without consulting its writer - it amounts to misrepresentation. I talked to MrNaidu onthe telephone, and he consented toa slight modification. Iflwere a permanenteditor, I would consider this correspondence closed.)

 

   
Dear EO,
In the Aug 89 NL a letter I'd sent to the editor was printed with
so many omissions and alterations as, in effect, not to have been
my letter at all. To censor a fellow EO member's work like that
is, to say the least, not right. To have done so without
consulting the author constitutes a misrepresentation. It was
inexcusable. It is not up to any individual member to suppress any
open debate they may not find to their taste or in their favour.
Democracy is there for us all to use. Please let's use it. May I
be afforded as redress, in these exceptional circumstances, the
opportunity to say what I had to say, in my own words. People canmake up their own minds:
I notice there has been continued debate about the issues which
John Lazarus, Roger Downie and I first raised in the Dec 88 NL
following Edwina Theunissen's use of the Oct 88 NL to propagate her
religious fundamentalist views. We referred to the deliberate
misrepresentation and dishonesty of proponents of the doctrine ofcreationism. These proponents, in essence, present the creationmyth of the book of Genesis in the Bible as approximating literal
truth. The opinion has been expressed that I'd been intolerant.
Perhaps I could clarify my position.
Firstly, I respect Edwina Thevnissen's right to hold whatever viewsshe chooses. What I do object to is her, or anyone else's, usingthe NL as a propaganda tool for their religious group. The NL issimply not the place for this, as it would not be the place eitherfor party political propaganda. These groups, presumably, alreadyhave their own newsletters and networks in which their adherentscould contact one another.
If our NL is subverted, deliberately or by default, by such narrowsectarian interests and converted into something akin to the housejournal of a religious outfit I see absolutely no virtue in that.There is no sense in being totally accepting of an increasingProportion of reactionary material in the NL which, apart frombeing off-putting to potential members, will influence presentmembers to resign or let their memberships lapse. I can't see,either, any persuasive reason passively to tolerate the insidiouscorruption and ruin of something which I and many other peoplevalue.
I'm certainly not alone in noticing the new trend of religiousfundamentalism and miscellaneous religiosity creeping subtly andnot so subtly into the NL. If EO is to change its naturedramatically from an organisation whose basis and reason forexistence are education to one which deals in indoctrination andbrazen evasion of reason then let that change be achieved openlyand democratically. If such change is what a majority of themembership desires then so be it and let dissenting members eitheraccept the new set-up or leave.

R

  



Letters
EO may become increasingly vulnerable to being intellectually
dismissed and eventually legislated against if we are perceived as
a band of people who use our precious freedom to indoctrinate our
children with ideas not appropriate to the society and times we
live in. We must be aware of the possibility of unhappy
consequences for EO if our association with certain doctrinal
ideologies stigmatizes our organisation as one of sectarian
narrowness.

EQ is about freedom and openness in education. It has nothing to
do with promoting or turning a blind eye to indoctrination.
I propose that we declare, on the backs of our NLs, the fact that
we are a non-political, non-religious, non-elitist organisation.
Let us also formulate a clear policy on attempts, premeditated or
opportunistic, at religious or political infiltration or usurpation
of £O's unique and vital medium of communication, the newsletter.
There is no reason why EO members should not use the contact list,
which is, after all, precisely for such purposes, to get in touch
with their co-religionists and co-ideologists. The NL could then
be freed for matters more relevant to EO.
It is a pity to have to make negative observations when, in other
ways, the NL is so healthy and progressive. The science supplement
in the June 89 NL, for instance, was superb. The approach - which
assumed that we adults and children have open, lively, curious
minds and are willing to use them - is refreshing and respects our
intelligence. May I thank those responsible for it and look
forward to more material of this quality.

 

Lastly, to return to the main purpose of my letter, we are all
perfectly capable, I imagine, of obtaining our own copies of
Qurans, Talmuds, Bibles, Vedas, political manifestos, etc, in whose
pre ts, admonitions and amazing revelations we may submerge
our: es to our hearts' content, if we feel that is the way to
wisdom. We really do not need to be led to any organized religions
or party political philosophies by proselytizing zealots, least ofall in our newsletters.

  

Rajan Naidu, 21 Hilltop House, 117 Hornsey Lane, London, N6é 5NW

SCHOOLS OUT APOLOGY
Please note that the price given in theAugust newsletter for SCHOOLS OUT was amis-print and should have read £5-95, Itis still available from Christine Wallaceat 25 Diabaig Achnasheen Ross-shire, asare all other publications (see Aug N/Lfor prices).
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Letters
NEWCOMERSDISAPPOINTED
Dear EO,
Having just joined EO, we would

like to introduce ourselves: we are
Bob, Sarah, and Lulie, accountant,

ist (non-practising), andsmall person (born 22/06/89) respec-tively. Our reason for joining was that
weintend to educateourchildren
outside the school system and thus
feel the need for contact with others
in this situation, Ourinterests aremany and varied, currently including
photography, computing, wine
tasting, African wildlife, Rational
Emotive Therapy, developmentalsycholo; anithitived’s humanFonts,werght training and squash,music, and I (Sarah) havelearnt, andam continuing to learn, anotherlanguage. We would loveto hearfrom anyone and everyone, whetheryou have much in commonwithusornot!

As very new members of EO we
are very disappointed to find thatrather than concentrating on ideasabout, and experiences of, otherwiseeducation, the newsletter seems tocontain a certain amountofbickeringand proselytising. Whilst we areinterested to hear of the reasonspeople homeeducate, whatever thosereasons, we do notbelieve that thenewsletteris the right place for relig-ious orpolitical debate, not becausewe have closed minds, but becausespaceis obviously limited. We candebate issues other than educationanywhere;surely the newsletter ofEducation Otherwise should confineitself to discussion aboutjust that?Ourfirst impression of EO

-

thatitis full of cliques and in-fighting - isextremely off-putting. Are we alone?Bob & Sarah Taylor,23 Whitley Rd,
London, N17 6RJ
Tel: 01 808 3200.
(I have received severallettersexpressing irritation with letters,

announcements,etc, in the newsletter,
in which the writers overtly define
themselves as members ofthis or that
faith. It seemsto be the opinion ofall
those who wrote to me that the
newsletter is no place for any kind of
religious or ideological propaganda.
Of course, one’s religion or ideology
is implicit in all of our behaviour, or
should be, if we are not to be hypo-
crites. It is the explicit that is objected
to, and the objectors have been Chris-
tians, witches, and others who did
not identify their religious position.And Iam entirely in sympathy withthem.

I believe that much more goodwill
is generated, and infinitely more
learned, by people whoare willing to
meetother people across the sectar-
ian,racial, national, cultural “fron-
tiers” that divide us, rather than
constantly assert them. United we
stand. Ed.)

RELIGION OTHERWISE
Dear EO,
The‘religion discussion’ brings

back memories to me going back 17
years. My EO.son, then 7, asked me,
“Mum, who is God?”

I said, “To somepeople he’s a manin the sky, to others he’s money, andthere are lots of views between thesetwo. One day youwill come andtellme whoor what Godis to you.”
A few weeks later he called meashelay in the bath, and said, “Mum,|know whatGod is. I stood under theoak tree today and I know that God isthe oaktree andlife in everything.”Another gem from him shortlyafterwards.His sister lay reading andhe asked me, “Mum, why doesA]read other people's thoughts when

she could think her own?”
I learnt more from my children

than they ever learnt from me.
Iris Harrison,
Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8SH.

ia



Letters
THE RIGHTS OF PLANTS

Dear EO,
Jam writing about the June newsletter; the pink page on Science around us. | didn’t

like the idea of children being asked to deliberately leave plants to die for lack of water as
an experiment. I like to think that my own children would refuse to do sucha thing.
Any plant can be seen to droop when dry. Surelyit is not necessary to let them die. It
inculcates a callous attitudeto life. Plants and animals are not just objects for our use,
butliving things with rights not to be abused. There is enough thoughtless exploitation
without us adding toit.

 

 

Thank you,
AnnIsted,
“Wedgewood”, 13, Benns Lane, Terrington St. Clement
Kings Lynn, Norfolk,
PE34 4LL.

THE CHILDRENBILL
Dear EO,
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the Children’s Home Based Education As-

sociation has been campaigning against certain aspects of the Children Bill with
relevance to homeeducation and also the protection of the parent's basic human
right to direct their child's education.

TheBill will come to report stage after 7th October and several MPs have said
that they will table amendments on ourbehalfatthis stage. In order to secure these
amendmentswithin the Bill, it would be helpful if as many people as possible could
persuade theirMPto support these amendmentsin the house. At the presenttime weare
waiting to hear which of our proposed amendmentswill be tabled,so if anyone
would like to contact us we should hearin the very near future. Please enclose a
S.A.E.if writing. Those who have already contacted uswill be receiving a standard
letter from us shortly. May we take this opportunity to thank the many EO mem-
bers who have joined with C.H.E.A.in this campaignto date?

Pip & John Rupik, Children’s Home Based Education Association,
14, Basil Ave.,
Armthorpe,
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN3 2AT.
Tel: 0302 833596.

Dear EO,
I wrote to my MP, Denzil Davies, regarding the Children Bill, as a resultof the ‘Rupik

Initiative’.
Quitehonestly lexpected very little in the way ofresponse - however,Mr Davies has con-

founded my cynicism andfurnished me with information that mightbe of interest to all EO
members,

Accordingly Iforwarda copy”ofthe relevantletterfor inclusion in the next Newsletter.
Regards,
Aileni Calonyddaear, 75 Ynyslas, Llanelli, Dyfed, SA14 9BU.
* reprinted overleaf.
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ede
I am replying to your letter of 5 July to Kenneth Baker (as
Secretary of State for Education) with which you enclosed
this one from Mr and Mrs Calonyddaear of 75 Ynys-las,Cefncaeau, Llanelli, about the Children Bill.
The fears expressed by Mr and Mrs Calonyddaear - that the
provisions of the Bill, now at Report Stage, will limit the
rights of parents wishing to educate their children at home
- appear to be based on several misunderstandings.
Section 36 of the Education Act 1944, to which they refer
and which requires parents to secure the efficient education
of their children at school or otherwise, remains unchanged.Clause 33(3) of the Bill makes it quite clear that a court
can only make an education supervision order if it is
satisfied that a child is not being properly educated.
Clause 33(4) goes on to define proper education for a child
as "full-time education suitable to his age, ability and
aptitude and any special educational need he may have".This definition is the same as that used in Section 36 of
the 1944 Act.
Mr and Mrs Calonyddaear would I am sure agree that every
child is entitled to an adequate education as defined by thelaw. I£ parents are providing such education at home they
need not be anxious about education supervision orders. TheBill does not say that school attendance is the only means
of providing education. We are, however, looking carefully
at paragraph 12(2) of Schedule 3 to see whether there could
be any misunderstanding on this point.

/One of the
The Rt Hon Denzil Davies MP
House of Commons
LONDON



 

One of the changes the Bill introduces is that it will no
longer be possible for a court to make a care or supervision
order on the grounds that a child is not being properly
educated. A court will only be able to make such an order
if it is satisfied that the child has surfered or is likely
to suffer significant harm and that this is attributable to
a lack of parental care or control and that an order would
be the best way to secure the child's welfare.

In some cases an educational problem may be a symptom of
wider family problems but in others it is not. A local
education authority is not in the best position to make a
complete assessment of a child's family and social
circumstances, and it is now generally recognised that
placing children in care on educational grounds alone is
inappropriate. Under the Children Bill a local education
authority would no longer be able to apply for a care order.
Instead they would be able to apply for an education
supervision order, having first consulted the appropriatesocial services authority to make sure that the child's
problems are specifically educational. If the two
authorities decide that wider social problems are involved
it will be open to the local social services authority to
apply for a care or supervision order, if that seems
appropriate in the circumstances.
Schedule 3 of the Bill refers to two kinds of order,
supervision orders and education supervision orders. A
supervision order made in care proceedings is administered
by a local social services authority or a probation officer
and is intended to secure the welfare of the child. The
supervisor has powers, largely brought forward from existing
legislation, to deal with the widely varying situations
which may need to be addressed. An education supervision
order, administered by a local education authority, has one
specific purpose, to secure the child's proper education and
the powers of the supervisor are correspondingly limited.
Paragraph 16 of Schedule 3 to the Bill does provide for achild's parent to apply to the court for the discharge of aneducation supervision order, while under Paragraph 17 rulesof court may make provision with respect to those who are tobe made parties to proceedings on an education supervisionorder and for rights of appeal in connection with sucnorders.
I trust that your constituents will find this i iboth helpful and reassuring. :es
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Letters
FROM CORNWALL

Dear EO,Cornwallis alive and thriving!Just over 2 months ago Iwithdrew my 15 bad old daugh-ter from schoolafter years ofworry over her education, orratherlack ofit. We had reachedthe point where she was lyingawakeall night with concern overthe work and the pressure shehad to endure every dayin schooland was makingherselfill with itall. Socially she mixed very wellwith herpeers, but academicallyshe has never been a greatachiever. Throughouther schoolcareerI don’t recall her evercompleting a whole week ofschool attendance. When wemoved to Cornwalllast yearIthought a new school mayhelp toease the situation, but my hopeswere soon dashed. There was nochange.
Duringthelastvisit by ourlocal Education Welfare Officer,necessitated by her constantabsences from school, we dis-cussed with her the reasons forher apparent school phobia. Herfeelings were that she knew thatshe wasnot above average in herwork,and that she wasnotworking as hard as she knew sheshould in order to keep up and toattain any exam passes. Appar-ently the sarcasm ofthe teacherswere notinspiring her to workharder, but quite the reverse!To my astonishment the EWOsuggested that I could educate herat home. HowI regret not know-ing ofthis years earlier. Until thistime I had alwaysthought shehadto receive lessons from aqualified teacher. He soon cor-

rected me and was very suppor-tive over my decision to take onethe responsibility myself. He alsoinformed methat Cornwall hasabout 100 families doingthis,althoughit would seem thattheyhavenotjoined EO! And so Iapplied to the LEA.This week wehadourfirstvisitfrom an Inspector. He was charm-ing and seemed satisfied with myreasons and with my proposededucation programme. Howeveronly timewilltell if he trulyagreed orif this wasjust to put meat myease! It was obviousthat hewas notentirely au fait with myrights under the Law and wasquick to suggest that we work toatime structure resemblingthatof aschooltimetable,i.e. working 9 to3.30 with short breaks. Also thatweshould be studying almostthesame subjects as Catherine wastaking at school. I did not disabusehim ofthis idea as being new toEO

I

wasnotentirely sure whatIcould and couldn’t do anddid notwantto “puthis back up”. I couldonly assure him that I wantCatherineto receive an educationfitted to her own abilities andinterests and to help her cope withlife “After School”in the realworld. Being a widow witha verysmall secretarial business run fromhomeI am able to give her a greatdealof time and attention and weare both quite used to working toa deadline andstructuring ourtime aseffectively as possible.I wastherefore extremelyencouraged toreadin thelatestEO magazine that Cornwall hasbecomean associate member, andhope this will achieve the desiredobjective towards educating theLEA.
Trying to re-locate a businessinfe
 



a newarea is not easy and I hadconsidered returning to temping
workfor a while, but in the event
mychild’s health and educationis
far more important. The need toearn livingis also critical but
there are after all 24 hours ina
day andif I have to work at 3 in
the morning I am prepared to do
so! I shall only knowif we took
the right decision whenI see the
results of our hard work ina
abouta year from now.Wethink
the decisionis the right one, butitis so nice to know that weare not
alone,andthatthere are so many
others justlike us out there in the
sameposition. Weshall persevere.

Good luck to youall.
Elizabeth Randall
14 Trenant
St. Day
Redruth, Cornwall,TR16 5NF.
PS: For any of you needing any

type of work done on a word
processor, e.g. letters, mailshots,
thesis, manuscripts, etc: I offer
very reasonablerates and a 10%
discount to EO members.

*STAMPS*
ungummedall at 90% face value

minimum order £3
*USBOURNE BOOKS*

*GINN MATHS*
7 levels: 5-12 years
Pricesall non-net

*YOUNG GEOGRAPHER
INVESTIGATES*

and more
BARUM BOOKSERVICES

4 Ashleigh Road
Barnstaple, Devon,
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Letters
YES, A FEW OF US ARE (¢~DOING NOTHING
Dear EO,
Thanks to those people who

contacted me in response to my
article in the June Newsletter (/s
anybody out there doing noth-
ing?). I got 10 replies by letter
and phone(all but one support-
ing myarticle). I wouldlike toreply to each one personally,
but I probably won’t havetime.

Several known sympathisers
also spoke to me in person,
which I appreciated. I was also
especially pleased to get en-
couragementfrom Iris Harri-
son, whose children have nowall successfully grown up
having weathered yearsofpersecution by the LEA. I hope
we'll be able to visit her and her
family sometimethis year.

1 was disappointed to get
such a small numberofreplies.
I'm obviously in an even
smaller minority than I sus-
pected.I still hold fast my
lifelong conviction that thenumberof people who hold a
belief does notaffect its valid-
ity. I just wish it didn’t make
mefeel quite so lonely.It
would be pleasantto be with
the majority occasionally.

Rachel Sanger,
32, Doddington Grove
London SE17 3TT01-582 3949
Dear EO,
I'dlike to share some

thoughts about whatit’s like
being a parent, how we can
makethe job of parenting easier
and what we can do to make
ourrelationships with our
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children mutually loving, excit-ing and fun.Some of us who have been
thinking aboutthe needsof
young people have reached a
view that differs markedly from
the accepted view of children in
our society.

The accepted view is thatchildren have to be taught, that
their intelligence is somehow
incomplete, that they have no
sense of right and wrong, that
they lack good judgement, that
they can’t think well, that they
can’t make decisions, that they
need to be told what's right for
them, whatrelationships theyshould have.

Thedifferent view that someof usarrived atis that children arecompletely intelligent, that they
know what's best for them, that they
have a good senseof right and
wrong, that they are capable ofgood,
clear thinking, of making the rightdecisions (given correct informa-
tion), that they know instinctively
how to interact socially and are
capable offorming their own deeplyloving and caring relationships.

Giventhis view of the way
young peoplereally are,it’s easy
to agree completely with Rachel
Sanger’s idea of doing nothing
(June newsletter). Doing nothing
means,for me, allowing the child
to take the lead, to decide what
he or she wantsto do,in the full
knowledge that that child knows
best whatis right for her or him.
It means nevercriticising or in-
validating (even saying, “Yes, but
you should have doneit this
way,”is invalidating and hurtful
to a child).The accepted viewis that
being with young ones is a chore,
a task that we haveto put up

=

with. Those of us who have
decided to not allow ourchildren
go to schoolor, as is the case with
Lucy and myself, to support our
children in their decision not to go
to school, are already going
againstthe accepted view to
whatever degree. Weall know,to
someextent, that, in reality, being
with young people is FUN. Being
parents with children out of school
provides us with a wonderful
opportunity to enjoy to the full
being with our children and to
offer them the loving, stimulating,
caring environmentthey need.

So what makesthe job of
parenting seem so hard? Once
againI thinkit’s principally the
wayoursociety seesit. We're
expected to doit all by ourselvesandthis isolates us as parents - the
sheer volumeof workinvolved in
being a parent meansthat there
are, inevitably,little failures, that
things are not always as perfect as
we'd like them to be. As well as
isolating us from possible assis-
tance, these feelings of guilt makeusfeel like we’re not doingthe job
well enough. How manyofusfeel
like we should be “better” par-
ents?

Thethird thing that I think
makesit hard for parentsis
confusion - we're trying to do the
job undera weightof conflicting
informationor of misinformation
about the needsof ourchildren.

And,last but notleast, there’s
exhaustion. Being a parent is hardwork! It’s not just that we’re
expected to do the job of parenting
24 hoursa day (thatin itselfis
exhausting enough): we're also
expected to run a home and/or
work ata paid job.Whatcan wedo about it? Well,
one thing we can doto ease the
4



isolation is to get together AS
PARENTS.Totalk to each other
about what's hard as well as
aboutour successes. We can
exchange children - reach an
agreementwith other parentsto
havetheir children for a time and
vice-versa. This gives us a chance
to recovera bit from our exhaus-tion. Take a stab at those guilty
feelings by noticing where we're
doing well and congratulating
each other on how well we're
doing. Say something like: “Your
children are amazing, how do
you doit?” to a parent and you're
going a long way towards making
that parentfeel better. Hit the
confusion on the head by remem-
bering that you, as a parent, know
better than any other adult what's
right for yourchild (presumablythat’s one reason wehavechil-
drenoutof school) and by trying
to trust your children completely
andto respecttheir thinking and
their decisions.

AsI've said, we inevitably
have our disappointments, fears,
doubts, and unpleasantfeelings
as parents.It’s important that we
have an opportunity to release
these stresses. Some of us have
foundthat a simple yet effectivetool for this release is LISTEN-
ING. Make an agreement with
anotherparentto get together foran agreed period oftime at
agreed intervals (this might be for
1 hour once a week). The wayit
works is for the two parents to
divide the agreed timeso that, for
half the time, one listens while the
othertalks about whatever comes
to mind aboutbeing a parent, and
for the remaininghalf the roles
are swapped. The person who’s
doing the listening does justthat.He/She doesn’t offer advice or

i
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sympathy (perhaps a shoulder to
cry on), he/shebasically listens
with full attention on the other
parent.It’s also important that
there’s an agreementthat every-thing that’s said in these listening
times is completely confidential
and will never be repeated any-where to anyone.

Those of us who have been
workingin this way have found
thatit is a very effective process
for releasingall thelittle tensions
and stresses that we accumulate
as parents, freeing us to think
more clearly about what we need
and whatsteps wecantake to
achieveit. With the degree of
safety that comesin a continuing
“listening agreement” we find
that deeper and deepertensions
and feelings come up and can bereleased to free up our thinking
more and more.

Our childrenalso need to be
listened to. They too have their
disappointments and manylittle
frustrations. Childrenare, of
course, very good at giving some
release to their stresses - if they
fall, they cry;if they're frustrated
they have a tantrum, and so on.
The accepted viewis that we
should stop the crying, that we
should notallow tantrums.

Someofus have foundthatit
works muchbetter to allow the
child to cry or to tantrum until she
decidesit’s timeto finish. If we
can stay with the crying or tantru-
ming child, assuring her that she’s
doingfine, that we love her
deeply, giving her ourfull loving
attention, if we can stay there
until she decidesto stop, we'll see
a remarkable change - she will
become completely loving to-
wards you,throw her arms
around you,be alert, aware, and
~
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in touch with her own goodness.Those of us who have been
working this way with our young
ones have cometo realise that
tantrums andcrying are a great
Opportunity to strengthen and
deepenourrelationships with our
children.

Finally, another very useful
thing wecan doto help our
children to retain their sense of
power andof their own impor-
tance in the worldis to set up a
special way of playing with them.
Wecall this “special time” and
the wayit worksis for the parent
to allow the child to be com-
pletely in charge. The child takes
the lead and the parent does
whateverthe child wishes (withinthe boundsofpersonalsafety or
safety to the environment).It’s
really a special way for the parentto listen to the child andifit’s
doneregularly the child will
come to feel increasingly cher-
ished andwill increasingly revealhowhe really is. “Special time”
can be a very powerful tool in
getting ourrelationships with our
children as close, open, loving
and caring as we could wish.

I'd love to hear yourthinking
aboutall this and your experi-
ences in listening to each other.

Keith Charlton,
2, Wistow Lane,
Newton Harcourt,Leics. LE8 OFT.

BETTER SWIMMING
EDUCATION

Dear EO,
I wouldlike to draw attention

to the Royal Life Saving Society
UK Aquapack.This may be

 

taughtandtested by parents andother interested adults, and would
go far towardssatisfying educa-
tion authorities on the physical
educationside of your children’s
education. My wife and I consider
it far superior to what was offered
at school swimminglessons.

Details, includingcosts, are
available from the Society at
Mountbatten House, Studley,
Warwickshire, B80 7NN,(tel 052
785 3943),

Twonotes:a) 50% of drownings take placewithin 5 metres of the water’s
edge. Thus, many drownings
could be averted withoutthe
rescueractually getting into the
water.

b) The otherwise full inquiry
into the drowning of 4 schoolboys
at Lands Enddid not consider the
suitability of the school swimming
lessons.

Yours faithfully,
Alan Maddison
3 Heather Rd
London SE12 0VG.

AZIMUTH
Dear EO’ers,
lam 13 years old, and am

educated at home, with mysister
and twobrothers. In the Februaryissue of the EO magazine I read anotice for Ecole en Bateau (An-
gleterre), a group being set up to
Tun expeditions in a 47-foot schoo-
ner, ‘Mary Bryant’. She wasbuilt
in Fowey by Mike and Liz
Johnson, who have room on board
for six 11-14 year-olds. The group,
nowcalled Azimuth,is run by the
youngsters, who shareall respon-
sibilities, ete. It is an educational
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and enjoyable experience being
involved withit, writing our
magazine ‘Sea Borne’, etc.

Treplied to the notice, and
wentto a ‘Stage’, a weekendto get
to know everybody.I got on well
with everyone, and liked the way
the group wasrun,with usall
sharing the work and organisa-
tion, including cooking, cleaning,
and shopping.Overthe half-term
wegot togetheragaintosail to theScillies and back, and learn how to
manage the boat. We were then
ready for a two-month expedition
over the summer.

Wedeparted from Falmouth
on the 18thJuly, after preparing
andvictualling the boat. As the
wind seemed favourable we made
a four-day crossing ofBiscay,
arriving in Vivero, Galicia. After
four weeksin Spain,learning to
navigate andsail the boat, speak
Spanish, and doinga project on
the local fishing boats, weset sail
back to France. Three daysat sea,
then wearrived in Brittany, where
welearnt more aboutsailing and
France (and had a good timeall
round). On the 29th August we
returned to Scilly, and on the 31st
to the mainland.

There aresix of us on board,
between 12 and 15, also Mike,Liz,
and their two children, Siobhan
(8) and Bevis (4). Cameron,Siobhan andI are educated at
home. Weshareall the decisions,
and write for the newsletter ‘Sea
Borne’. We haveall learnta lot
about the countries we have been
to; Matthew, Cameron, and I have
also passed our RYA Day Skipper
courses. Weare very informal as a
group, the expedition has been
wonderful fun as well as educa-
tional. Matthew, Merlin, Peter and
Guyare from Cornwall, but I have

rstravelled down from Shropshire,
and Cameronis from Scotland.
Expenses are on a cost-sharing
basis, £30 a week.

The experience ofsailing 1300
miles and taking responsibility for
the ship andits crew have
changed mea lot. 1 am much
moreconfidentandself-reliant,
and can work better with other
people. I found the environment
challenging and stimulating, a
wonderful complimentto being
educated at home.

Weare unsure how to continuefrom here, whether to do more
tripslike this, a one-yeartrip, or a
combination. Mikeis considering
giving up his job, and we may
also build a biggerboat.

Ihavereally enjoyed and learntfrom this expedition, and would
like to continue with the group.I
am sure manyothers will have a
wonderfultime sailing with
Azimuth,

Shawn Hargreaves
Flat 1, Styche Hall,
MarketDrayton,
Shropshire, TF9 3RB.

THEJOYS...
Dear EO,
My15 year old daughter,

Heather, has been taught at home
since the age of 13, after being
deregistered from thelocal com-
prehensive school. Had she
remained at school, she would
just be aboutto enterthe 5th year.

She has been using several
textbooks and also correspon-
dence course from International
Correspondence Schools. The
courses are well written and not
too hard to keep ontopof, but be
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Letterswarned, the administration side
of things leavesa lot to be de-sired!

Ican recommend the GCSE
English Language course, but
Heatherdid notreally feel that it
was much morehelpful thanwhatshe hadbeen using before-hand; the sameresults could beobtained from a good GCSE book,wide reading andplenty of prac-tise in letter writing, etc.

This summer,Heatherfeltconfident enoughto enter theGCSEEnglish exam,a yearearlierthan she would have doneatschool. She sat the exam in June,at a privately run centre in Chel-tenham,wherethey kindlyallowed herto register for theexam withoutever attending alesson. The cost to us was £16.25exam fees. The exams wereconducted over3 evenings;Heathersat 3 written papers andhad an oral exam. The writtenPapers were mainly comprehen-siontests, descriptive writing andletter writing skills. The oral wasconducted on

a

one-to-one basisand even though Heather wasvery nervous, the examiner soonput herat her ease. The wholething wascarried outinafriendly, relaxed atmosphere,with coffee served afterwards,and Heatherdid enjoy the experi-ence.
Wehadbeentreating the examas a “dummyrun”forthe realthing next year, but to our de-light, when the results wereannounced this week welearnedthat Heather has gained a gradeB, whichis quite amazingat herage! Herpals whoare still schoolare astounded,Tcan recommend “Approach-ing GCSE”, published by Frame-

work Press, £4.95, for a good
source of comprehensiontests anddirected writing; also the Letts
Revise books are helpful. It is im-
portantto read a wide variety of
books, nothing too heavy is
necessary really, but readingis the
key to everythingelse.

Wewould be interested to hearfrom anybodyelse whois taking
GSCE’s next year.

Yours, Sue Melton,
66, Lamberts Field,
Bourton on the Water,
Cheltenham,Glos.,GL54 2EH.

.-AND STRAINS...
Friends, parents, educators,

lend me your ears!I'd be very gratefulif I couldhave a bit of space in the newslet-ter to have a good gripe. Notaboutreligious debate, EO internalpolitics, LEAsor otherlofty issues,butjust aboutthe sheer exhaustingstrain of trying to be a wife,mother, housekeeper, cook, gar-dener, smallholder, decorator,and,notleast, teacher.Wouldn't it be lovely, I some-times think, to be an ordinaryhousewife, with nothing to do butbake a cake for the next coffee-morning, or decide which colourto decorate the spare room.In-stead, I’m herein this admittedlypleasantcottage, half a mile fromthe nearestbusroute, guilty be-cause I pollute the atmospherewith the car taking the kidsaround to varioussocial functionsor events - which they usually de-scribe as boring; wanting todevelopthe smallholding butnothaving the time; doing satisfying
=O



things like spinning, bread and
wine making because I enjoy
them,yet feeling under pressure
of too many jobs; and always
worrying about,orat least consid-
ering, the kids education.
Am I pushing them too hard,

or not hard enough? Should they
knowall their times tables be-
cause Jo’s friend Christopherknowshis? Should I make them
practise writing andarithmeticifthey find it boring? Are they
gore to be equipped to takeCSE’s or indeed achieve any-
thing else they may want to do?
Do all home educators feel the
same way, or am I neurotic? And
if so, would they be better off in
schoolthat at home with a loony?

I share these problems with my
partner, Alan, and to an extent
with the boys themselves, but
ultimately it’s me who'sheréall
day and me who’sthe adult-in-
charge, so in the endit’s me whohasto find a wayto cope.If the
kids were old enoughto take a
full share of the responsibility for
their education andtheir lives, we
could discuss things fully; how-
ever, at just 7 and just 9 they’restill emotionally very much
children and attimes off-puttinglyself-centred. Most of the time I can
accept them for whatthey are:
normalkids whofight, disagree,
get bored andareoften just
uncooperative. Sometimes, when
other things are strain orI’m
underthe weather, I findit diffi-cult to be tolerant.

Graham,for instance, hates to
get up and needsat least an hour
to get himself together. He
nitpicks about whatclothesto
wear:if I choose them, he doesn’t
wantthose;if he chooses, he can’t
find what he wants.Jo takes me to
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task for putting their hats and
gloves in the wrongbags.I'd
found them in a heap on the
kitchen floor and put them away.
If I’d left them to getlost, that
would have been wrong;as it was,
I put them away wrong. Any
requestto get the milk, tidy the
bedroom,orlay the table is often
met with “Do I have to?” Anyvisit
to anotherchild is ‘boring’, and to
spend the day at someoneelse’s
house,so that I havea dayoff,is
tantamountto a weekin the salt-
mines, despite their apparent en-
joymentat the time.

All this is a fact oflife of having
children, and mostly I jokeit off,
butperiodically it’s wearing.
Educationally,Id like to sit down
and discuss between us what we
wantto do.In practise, horse
riding, swimming, and visiting the
Palace Pier in Brightonis all verywell, but it doesn’t teach the 3 Rs.

I don’t feel they’d actuallychoose to do writing and arithme-
tic unless I made them,andrightly
or wronglyId feel uneasy if wedidn’t spend sometime on the
basics. We do,asit is, a lot less
than Jo’s school contemporaries;
oneofhis friends, at nine, has had
to drop out of Cubs because he
has too much homework.

Often I find that they don’t
comeup with anyideasandit’s
left to me to makeall the sugges-
tions. Myideas are then met with
tepid interest and I then havea
choice:all right, go and do your
ownthing, or: we'll do it anyway.Doing their own thingleadsto
arguments, complaints, tale-
telling, and, ultimately, “There's
nothing to do.” Following my
suggestion leadsto lack of coop-
eration, and loss of temper on my
part.

 



 
So why go on batting my head

against the wall? School works
tolerably well for a lot of kids,it’sthe accepted thing to do,andifthey don’tlikeit, well, I didn’t
either, and I’m nonethe worse.It’s
sO easy to reason that they’d be
just as well off there as witha
frazzled, bad-tempered mother, so
whynot?It’s a good question. Yesterday
I gotas far as admitting I couldn't
cope, and looking the number upin the phone book. So whatstopped me?

I think mainlyit’s because if
you take all of the 18 monthsthey’ ve been at home and com-
pare it with the previous 18monthsatschool, there’s no doubt
that they’ve grown morein every
way, achieved more academically,
socialise better (despite what they
say) and enjoy the bulk oftheir
education much more than they
did at school. When I’m not ex-
hausted,I can see that in fact we
achieve a great deal, and lotofit
is their own input, evenifit’s not
what myinbuilt ideas say is
education.

In tryingto live a ‘green’
lifestyle, reject the values of thematerialist world and take theresponsibility of my children uponmyself, I’m flying in the face of
almostall my contemporaries.In
thatlight, it’s surprising, not that
there are problems, but that thereare so manysuccesses.In anyrelationship where
people are thrown together as
muchas we are there are bound to
be strains. A marriage between
mature adults hasits bad patches -
replace one mature adult with two
immature children and it would
be a miracleif I didn’t want to opt
outoccasionally. Basically, I

believe in what we're doing and I
havefaith in us. Next week, nextmonth, or even tomorrow,I'll be
extolling the virtues of homeeducation again.

Meanwhile I’m down butnot
out. A domestic help would be
nice, a cruise in the Pacific evennicer, butfailing thatI’ve gotit all
off my chest by writing it down,
whichis,afterall, the purpose of
EO - to share experiences. | must
go now, anyway- Mary’sjust
phoned to ask if 1 am goingto the
Thursday get-together at Dineke’s
tomorrow, and how about making
decorated candle-lampsfor Christ-
mas.Also it’s Up-Helly-Aa, so
how about a Viking procession, so
I’ve just gotto look for jam jars,black paper,tissue paper, cloaks,
cardboard...
Terri Shoosmith
LowerStainborough Fold Cottage,
Hood Green,
Barnsley, $75 3HQ.

(We wish you strength!)

NEW MEMBER

Hello to everyone at EO,
Is there anyone out there kind

enoughto offer any advice to me?
1 am just about to start home-

education for myfive-and-a-half
year old son, Michael. He hasnever beento school and I would
welcomeany correspondencefrom anybody who wouldlike to
pass on tips or maybe make
arrangements to meet informally.

I don’t know many other
parents in my area and thought
there may be someoneelse nearbywhofeels the same.

lam married, 26 years old and
ay
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E.0.AND CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (NO.6 OCT 1989)
 

First of all I have to apologise to Ann Stott, who phoned in
June for advice about her daughter's speech problem. I'm afraid
I must have written down your phone number incorrectly (70687 !)
go I have been unable to get back to you....Will you phone again
please?

I hope that Ann and many others will find something useful in!
this supplement, which deals mainly with...

LANGUAGEANDCOMMUNICATION

Geoff Bookbinder's article:"One Person's Dyslexic Is Another's
Poor Reader" (‘special needs’ supplement No.S Feb 1989) did not
generate the response I expected.

(To re-cap: It is Mr. Bookbinder's belief that ‘dyslexia’ is
“a socially divisive term" because, even where the various signs
or criteria for a diagnosis of ‘dyslexia’ are present, poor
readers are usually "denied the ‘dyslexic’ label" if their IQ is
low, or they are "thought to come from an unsatisfactory home"
etc; thus resources may be diverted to “the deserving few".)

Several people have told me they found the article interesting
and that they agreed wholeheartedly with those opinions.

Joan

Morton (Liverpool) doesn't agree. She writes:
I was sad to find a ‘dyslexia debate" opened in February's

EO newsletter with Geoff Bookbinder's article, as I found it
misleading and largely unhelpful. I try to help dyslexic child-
ren (or those suspected of having the problem) in my own small
way, and have specialised in this area for a number of years,
although I cannot claim to be an authority on the subject. =

Bookbinder's views seemed largely outdated and misinformed,
and accordingly I went to considerable lengths to ferret out
published letters which responded to this particular article,
which I enclose.

My own views seem to coincide with those of Jean Lovius - over
and over again I find ‘dyslexics' are interesting, unusual
children. Unfortunately the vast majority of them have ta cope
with the school system, which too often faile them.

‘Remedial’ help often does not help as much as one might
expect, as dyslexics have problems in storing and retrieving
information, which shows up when they try to express themselves
on paper. Dyslexics, or those with a specific pattern of diffi-
cultiez,must be taught by someone who is ‘ol
and is therefore able to deal with the child sympathetically.
Over and over again one hears stories of children maybe encount-
ering a helpful, understanding teacher one year, who is able to
support the child emotionally. Then comes the inevitable move-
up, and too often a newly acquired, faltering confidence is
completely shattered simply because the problems have not been
explained. A child dealt with harshly or unsympathetically over
a critical period can give up altogether, even becoming 4 school
phobic.
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Of course resources are thin, scandalously so in some cases,
as L.E.A.s have varying priorities. Those who are aware of the
gaps are bound to look warily at the latest developments. But
meanwhile some parents have to look outside the education system
for appropriate help, and some take their children out of school
altogether, and find at least they gain sympathy and support
from both EO and the Dyslexia Association, both I understand
existing for the welfare of those children and adults who feel
misunderstood and need support of ANY kind - the more helpful
the better!

Jean Morton.

I haven't room to include the two letters which Jean went tosuch trouble to send to me, but here are a few quotes:
"....many of us in ILEA further and adult education service
are working with adults who have been failed, throughout
their schooling, by professionals who have ascribed their
specific language difficulties to some other disadvantage,
social, economic, educational, emotional, cultural etc."
"We should not let the scramble for scarce resources divideand rule us......"

Jenny Macwhinnie. Kingsway College and ILEA LearningDifficulties Support Service.

"I counted twenty misrepresentations, mis-statements and
mistakes.....His complaints appear to be that the identifi-
cation of dyslexic children depends upon their having highIQs. Nonsense!"
"....other academics have shown that the incidence of dys-
lexia is independent of both IQ and social background ."
“Perhaps we could all co-operate in helping disadvantaged
children and those with the different learning difficulties"

Michael Sterne. Executive director, British Dyslexia Assn.

Before reprinting his article I had a long conversation with
Geoff Bookbinder, He is a person who understands and cares about
the frustrations and heartaches suffered by children and parents
as a consequence of learning difficulties of any kind. He and I
agreed that ‘labelling’ is usually harmful - or irrelevant!
Consider the following:
ZX. Many parents contact me because of their child's reading,

writing or spelling problema. Some have been told no extra helpcan be given until a dyslexia 'diagnosis' is made, others that
"it won't make any difference" if their child IS deemed dyslexic
as "we can't do anything about it anyway". (Meaning either “We
haven't got the resources’ or "We wouldn't know what to do")

&. Parents can only “look outside the education system for
appropriate help” ifthey can afford it!
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Psychological is undertaking a national surveyinto dyslexia. The purpose is "to provide a disinterested and
objective report on current policies and practices" and to make
recommendations.You are invited to comment on any of the followingaspects:
1. Identification 2. Prevention
3. Teaching methods 4. Provision
‘Grind your axes' quickly, as findings to date are already

being shaped into a preliminary report for a January Conference.
Write to: Peter D Pumfrey and Rea Reason.

Centre for Educational Guidance and Special Needs,
University of Manchester, Manchester M13 9PL.
 

From Margaret (London) some hope for parents whose
children have a more profound language problem:

MAKATON.
When we were told that Kitty had Down's Syndrome we read all

we could find on the subject, and decided that the main problem
we would probably face was in the area of language.

Down's syndrome seems to be synonymous with poor speech and
delayed language, so when we were offered speech therapy for
Kitty when she was twelve months old, we leaped at the chance.

It was our speech therapist who first introduced us to Makaton
sign language. We all took to it immediately, including Kitty.

Most of the signs are just mimes, so I had been using several
with Kitty already, without realising their potential. For
example, when we sing "Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush", the
mimes for ‘clean your teeth’, ‘brush your hair', and ‘wash your
face' are all Makaton signs!
Kitty soon learned the signs for ‘biscuit’ and ‘eat' and very

goon after, the sign for 'book' - the main loves of her life!
Makaton sign language is very easy to learn, as you only xine

the key words in a sentence 2)
Always sign and speak to reinforce the word.

If I asked Kitty ‘Where's the ball?’ I would only have to sign
‘where’ and ‘ball’ - unlike the signs used by deaf people, which
convey the whole sentence. Also, Makaton signs cover only the
basic needs of a person - you couldn't argue about evolution
using them!

However, they suited us beautifully. Kitty's speech was slow
as we had anticipated, and the signs filled the gap between her
understanding and need to communicate, from a year old until her
speech developed Clearly enough to dispense with the signs, when
she was about three years old.
At first, Kitty would just sign; then as she developed, she was
able to sign and say the word. Eventually she dropped the signs
and just spoke.

We have used signe occasionally since then and we now use them
as a game: ‘What's the sign for cow?’ "What's the sign for red?’
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Kitty mastered about 100 signs, including those for gender,
colours, sizes and prepositions, so we were able to communicate
very well.

I have heard the argument that signing is bad because it stops
a child learning to talk. In my opinion that is not the case at
all. Anything that helps people express themselves to each
other is GOOD! If it prevents frustration in a child trying to
communicate, then the speech will develop naturally when (if
ever) they are ready.

 

Notes:
i.Makaton was originally developed to be used with adult
mentally handicapped patients in institutions.

2.There is a booklet which contains over 300 line drawings:

“Line Drawing. Illustrations for the Revised Makaton
Vocabulary”. 7
Available from: Makaton Vocabulary Development Project,

31, Firwood Drive, Camberley, Surrey.
I don't know how much it costs now. A few years ago it cost

about £1.60 (inc. p.& p.). Perhaps you should send about £2
Plus an A4 s.a.e-

Thank yor for Peadny
Mis and

wo
good bye 4

Margaret Gilbert
SRRSTATA E ATTA SETTER See EEK ETERS ETEE

The next “special needs" supplement will be published in
April 1990. Please send contributions NOW whilst it's fresh
in your mind! But in any case before ist. March 1990. Send
them to: Sylvia Jeffs. (Address and phone no. on back cover
of newsletter.)

 



also have a 2-month-old baby boy,
named Simon.I have only just
joined EO and,althoughdeter-
mined to educate Michael,fall a
little short on the confidence to do

 

 

Never doubt that a small group
lof thoughtful, committed citizens
can changethe world; indeed,
it's the only thing that ever has.so. Having had much more

opposition than I thought pos-
sible, it would be nice to hear of
somepositive experiences.

- Margaret Mead.
(from

(Growing Without Schooling #67)
 I hope to hear from some ‘new 

friends’ soon.
 

 Yours faithfully,     i LoveVv.8feel is a better teacher than
Harrow Lane duty.
Maidenhead - Albert Einstein.
Berks, SL6 7NZ.    
( A Tale ,

Oneof thosetravelling miracle workers once visited a village, and
the people gathered around to be amazed. He declared, “I canteach anyoneto read just by touching him or heron the forehead!”

Not many people there could read, and oneilliterate, well-known as
the local buffoon, stepped forward and said, “Teach me, O master!"
Everyone laughed becausethey all knew that years of schoolinghadfailed to teach this fool to read even his own name.
Thetravelling miracle worker had been hoping that noone would
dare to volunteerfor the service. Usually people were content tohear his grand claims, and would give him food and shelter, butnow he wasforced to perform.
So, with an air of great authority, he commanded the buffoon to
kneel before him. Then he recited some mysterious words, andtouched him on the forehead. “Now,” he said, “go and read!"

The fool raced into thelittle library, where there were, indeed, a fewbooks. The crowd followed him, eagerfor the result, while themiracle worker quickly madehis exit from the village.
After a few.minutesin the library, our brave hero emerged.

“Whereis that rogue?” he shouted.
“Never mind about him,” someonereplied. “Can you read now,ornot?”
“Wehaveto catch and punishthatrascal! All travel ing miracleworkers are frauds!It says so right here in this book!” ) 
 23

  
 



 
 

 ADAY CONFERENCE
EDUCATION

forFREEDOM

  

    
 VAUGHAN COLLEGE
ST. NICHOLAS CIRCLE,LEICESTER.
Sat 28th Oct, from 10am   

for further details send a large s.a.e.to:Lib ED magazine, The Cottage, The Green,Leire, Leicester, LE17 5HL.mie  



ANAPPROACH TOREADING
Dear E’Oers,
In responsetoletters ref. the articleon ‘Home Education in Cornwall’,and recognising that parents havetried methodssimilar to this unsuc-cessfully. |lhavedevised this schemeof reading lessonsfor children withreading difficulties.It is based on the presumptionthatthe child will be able to understand
and (later) write individualletters,
and learn to say them phonetically.Itis worththerefore expending sometime on trying to ensure that the
child can do this, beginning first with
just the vowels, written large (2"
about) and on a blackboard. When
you are sure those are rememberedcontinue with the consonants, afew
at a time until most are remem-
bered. Use Lexican (letter) ar any-
thing you canthink of to cheer uplearning the letters. My children
traced them, drew them, paintedthem, stuck them on things. Any-thing just as long as they remem-bered whatthey were.Incidentally,be sure to teach in smallletters, notcapitals.Once thechild has learnt theletters,Start writing three-letter words (one
at a time) on a blackboard retainingthe same letter in the centre andalso oneof the end letters. Spellitout phonetically, get the child to doit along with you. Do not erase pre-vious wordsbutallow him to see thetransitions. Thus:

cat
mat
rat

bat, etc.Then begin anotherlist of words(still retaining one or twoofthefirst

EDUCATIONAL
list) altering only oneletter. Thus:

car
bar
tar
far.

Do only perhapsa couple of blocks
of words a day depending on thechild's ability to concentrate, andincrease the length of the sessions
as the weeks progress.
Next,if the child is beginning to see
that the letters aren't just isolated
meaningless shapes, and begins to
guessat a few words himself, you
cantrythe ‘yes/no’ game.First spend
alittle time getting him to write ‘yes’
and ‘no’, no matter howuntidily, as
long asit is recognisable. Thenfold
a sheetofdrawing type paperintwo(long ways), write ‘yes’at the top ofone side and ‘no’ on the other,
making two columns. Then explain
to him that youwill say the namesofthings helikes and things he doesn't
like, and thatif he likes the thing he
mustwrite ‘yes’ in the ‘yes’ column,and ‘no’ in the ‘no’ column if he
dislikesit. You then say,

Cream bun
snail sandwich
a bucket of mud

Ice cream
jam sandwich
a bag of sweets

to tread in a cow pat,
or whatever, and the funnier the
better, the more he'll wantto doit.
My youngerson hasa dirty mind,
and adored playing this, and very
quickly learnt to read ‘yes’ and ‘no’,which introduced him to the prin-ciples of reading. | then branched
Out to opposites: nasty/nice, big/
little, etc. | gave him as muchtime ashe needed oneach pair. It should be
said that neatnessin their writing
attempts at this stage was unimpor-
tant, as long asit was apparentthatthey understood andweretrying to

as
 



 
EDUCATIONAL
write the words.
Next,if he knowscolours, take three
or four coloured pens,fill in or out-
line blocks of colour and write the
nameof the colour on the block in
clear letters in black. Now comes
the artistic bit. Draw someballoons
or hats, boats, anything with large
plain areas, and write the name of
the colour he hastofill in on each.
Show him how the name on the
colour block is the same as the
name on (eg)the balloon and thatit
indicates the colour he must use.
This was a great introduction to
reading, and after a while we used
morecolours and morecomplicated
pictures. You can evenuse colour-
ing in books, just colouring blocks
with their names downthe side of
the page as a reminder,and writing
the namesin appropriate sections
of the pictures.
Oxford workbookstake this a step
furtherwhenthe child is well able to
read the namesof the colours.
If you find these lessons unsuc-
cessfulit willbe necessary to spend
a lot more time on the 2” letters on
the blackboard, and try two-letter
words instead of the three-letter
words suggested.
For the child who doesn't under-
stand colours,| taught mine using a
handful of coloured pens. Holding
them onoffer to the child, | would
say “Take the red one.” If he gotit
right | would then say “Hurray”orif
he gotit wrong, | would say “Yuck,”
or “Na,na, na,” or anything funny to
hold his attention.
Next, if you can draw,it helps, or cut
out pictures from magazines. Write
thewords downtheleft side and put
the drawings on theright side of a
sheet of paper (they should be
jumbled up). The objectis to get the
child to join the picture to its name
with a line.

2.

Whenthe child had reached this
stage | began teaching pairs oflet-
ters suchas ‘ch’, ‘sh’, ‘br’, etc., then
returned to the blackboard to do
four-letter words using thesein the
wayweoriginally did the three-letterones.
Maythis systemprove useful to some
of you. My poor son Zac had to
suffer while I learnt on him, no con-
ventional system worked for him.It
always surprises me that children
succeed in picking up the subtle
changes in words and identify the
appropriate sound to make. It al-
ways seemed like a maze of mean-
ingless symbols to me when | was a
child.
As afinal word, may| say that never
bothered to correct ‘backwardswrit-
ing’, but just casually remarked onit
from time to time.From Jill Mahoney
White Stiles,
High Lanes
Praze,
Nr Camborne,Cornwall.

THE NATIONAL
CURRICULUM COUNCILAND THED.E.S.

DearFriends,
Congratulations to Betty Ball and

others on the excellent material on
the National Curriculum in the last
newsletter.
We'd like to emphasise and ex-

pand on two sourcesof FREE ma-
terial which she mentioned on page
3 of the green supplement.

1. A number of ‘Working Party
proposals’ and ‘Proposals by the

t5~  



Secretary of State’ can be obtained
from the National Curriculum Coun-cil (Information Service, 15-17 New
Street, York, YO1 2RA)as long as
stocks last. These proposals con-
tain much of the material (slightly
amended) which are being pub-
lished by HMSO.In particular, they
contain very good outlines of work,
some backgroundideas and lots of
good info. on programmesof study.
All very useful in planning home-
based work,orin helping children
who go to school, with workathome,
or just knowing whatis going on at
school.
Write to the NCC and ask for

copiesof:
a) ‘English for 5 to 16° Proposals

of Sec. of State, June 1989.
b) ‘Mathematics’ NCC Consulta-

tion Report, December 1988.
c) ‘Science’ NCC Consultation

Report, December 1988.
d) ‘Design & Technology for ages

5 to 16’ Proposals June 1989.
Ifthey’ve run out of stock, then(a),

(b), and (c) are now covered by the
HMSO documents(in ring folders)which Betty Ball mentioned, though
wethink that they are not so read-
able.

2. Many Department of Educa-
tion and Science Circulars to schools
and LEA’s can be obtained from the
Publications Despatch Centre,
Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Mid-
dlesex, HA7 1AZ.
For instance, thinking of the de-

bate on Christianity in recent news-
letters, you could send for DES
Circular 3/89, ‘The Educational
Reform Act 1988: Religious Educa-
tion and Collective Worship’.
We would alsolike to add another

source of material:

~~

EDUCATIONAL
3. The weekly newspaper ‘The

Times Educational Supplement’
which you maynot be familiar with.
Aswellas news on developmentsin
schools and educational methods
and ideas, very usefularticles on
curriculum and many bookreviews,
you also get news of the latest
publications about the National
Curriculum, which are obtainable
from the above two addresses. A
good 65p worth.

DYSLEXIA or
SPECIAL LEARNING
DIFFICULTIES
The British Dyslexia Association

(98 London Road,Reading,Berks,
RG1 5AU)is the umbrella organisa-
tion for manylocal dyslexia associa-
tions around Britain. They hold a
wide range of inexpensive leaflets
and booklets.
During the past year, | worked

with 26 six/seven-year-old children
ina socially ‘average’ area of South-
ampton.These children represented
nearly half of the children in that
age-group.All of them wereatleast
a year behindtheir target level, in
language.
Over half of my group displayed

signs of Dyslexia or Special Learn-
ing Difficulty (SLD).
Present understanding of SLD is

that, in contrast with most of the
population, some children (and
adults) do not process mostof the
languageinformation ontheleft side
ofthe brain, but a significant amount
is processed onthe right-hand sideas well. Consequently, the two
halves of the brain, which are con-
nected by the narrow ‘corpuscallo-
sum’, need to continually swap mes-

cd/

 

 



EDUCATIONAL
sages. This results, not surprisingly,
in confusion andlack of speed asit
gets ‘clogged up’ with a massof
messages.
On my experience, then, in an

ordinary situation, probably 25% of
the population has SLD to some
degree. Many others have cited
anything between 6% and 20%.If
your child is having difficulty with
reading andwriting, the then proba-
bly s/he has some SLD.

Inaddition, the methods that seem
to help Dyslexic children - slow
steps, lots of phonics, repetition,
lack of pressure, confidence build-
ing, memory games,etc - also help
most children who are notgetting
on well with reading and writing.
Research and practical work on

SLDis of benefit to all young chil-
dren - but especially for children
whoseparents are actively helping
them, either partly or wholly. Dys-
lexic-aid methods need one-to-one
working, whichis just what EO par-entsare skilled at. So:

* Write to the BDA and askfor
their booklist and address of the

local association. Thenjoin the local
association (generally about £5), run
by parents with SLD children, and
go to their regular talks and meet-
ings. They have displays of books
and materials; arrange local work-
shopsand provide ‘summerschools’
for children of secondary age.

* Buy or borrow ‘Overcoming
Dyslexia’ by Dr Bevé Hornsby
(published by Martin Dunitz, with a
foreword by Susan Hampshire). This
is a really excellent bookfilled with
advice, help and checklists.
Perhapsthe mostusefulthing that

| learnt from my year's experience
wasthat | myself am dyslexic!

It you would like some more ad-
vice, fromsomeonewhoisstill learn-
ing, please drop mea line. If you
fancy doing a correspondence
course on dyslexia, then write to the
Hornsby Learning Centre, 71 Wand-
sworth Common,Westside, LondonSW18 2ED.
Rod Holt
17 Guillemot Close
Hythe, Hampshire, S04 6GJ.
 

Travellers' Skool BusChildren's Camp
6-15 October.

A self-help, cooperative
educational camp for

families whose children
don't go to school.

Bringactivities to share.
North Wales. £5 per.

Tel: 0432 352133
or write:24 Clive Street

Hereford HR1 2SB  
(

  
 

for details & booking
ey2.8
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After 3 years of dedicated volutary work we can now offer :
* A well equipped mobile classroom to visit winter sites and summer
gatherings, with a field-worker to assist and advise people using it.
* Learning materiajs for parents to use with their children, and a growing
network of teachers willing *o help.
* An office to co-ordinate activities, offer help with urgent problems,
answer enquiries about teaching and to help organise childrens! camps,
festivals and other benefit cigs.
Ye have the motivation and the framework within which to accomplish all this
and more; all that holds us back YOY is the money. To keep the Sus running
and yell stocked and to run the office, we need to raise about £12,000
ever: year, ( Also we would like to may our full-time workers!
le rely on your help to raise this money.
As well as your donation now, we need :

Teachers and volunteers to help on the Skool Bus.
Learning materials and resources.
Advertising space free in magazines etc.
land for childrens* camps, benefit gigs and festivals and transit sites.
Suprert each to raise money throukh jumble sales,gigs ete and for liason.
Friends of the Skool Bus: for 2 minimum subscription of £5 you will receive
a badge and poster plus regular newsletter to keen you in touch with progress,
If you san offer any of these please phone 0432 352133 or send sae to.:
Richie Cotterill, 24 Clive St., HEREFORD, HRi 2SA.

* FREE (please tick) * CHEQUES myable to " Skool Bus "
TAT Benefit D'ble Album.... £7.50
Skool Bus 86-83 Omnitus.... £1.50
Charity Annual Peport...... £1.00Festival By@.sssecseseeeees £1-00 fad

oo
vey(2) Friend of the Skool Pus.... £5min

5eI

Skool Bus information..
Fducation Rights leaflet
Local support group....
Childrens' Camps..
Education Otherwise info
SITEs/f LAND wanted,letter...
ravelers® Aid Satietrae ewan
Festival liSteccsessseseeeees
Travellers! School Charityee.(covenant form) NAMBos cia 5G Siaeieie dis vie cess sivjcielneieincca weiss

 

    

 

(Newsletter,badge % poster)
I enclose a donation of...- £RYNeuewersnnaesen wae Soca 

ADDRESS. cece ence ncn scc cece eee eea sees ee eeeseeneee serene sees seeens eee eeeenee

hCaCDLCAC’de REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 327731.CLCTCUCVCVy    



Computers
Those of you who read my piece on the External GCSE in the June
newsletter will probably recall that our eldest daughter, Olivia, is now
5 years old and home learning begins in earnest for us this September.
We have always intended to include the computer among the learning
devices available to her and so consequently we set out at the beginning
of the year to investigate what was available, whether it indeed had any
relevance to us as home learners and to see if the generous educational
discounts available to schools would be extended to us in EO
Well, we are convinced that the computer does indeed have relevance to
home learning and that in fact home learners can exploit its potential
far beyond what can be achieved in school because we have the time and
flexibility. The computer is far more than a '‘super' typewriter as we
have discovered, although it would be worth having one for this feature
alone. Just take another look at your August newsletter if you are
sceptical! And take this text for example* hardly Dickens I know, but I
was able to draft, re-draft, try out different headings, correct my
spelling and punctuation and move the blocks of text around on the
screen before I committed it to print. Now consider what an advantage
this facility offers to a child. No longer need the conteat take second
place to the mechanics of the writing operation. One doesn't replace the
other of course, we still need to do both, but the ideas can flow both
before and while the necessary manual skills are learnt. Dyslexic and
special needs children in particular have been shown to benefit
enormously from word processing on a computer.
The applications that the computer opens up to you are limited only by
your imagination (and to some extent your bank balance!). For instance,
one step on from word processing is Desk Top Publishing. You could
become the Rupert Murdoch of Acacia Avenue and publish your own
newspaper! For your news and weather information you would perhaps
down-load through your modem to your computer the very latest data
available from the world's newsgathering services, not forgetting all
the information provided by the Uosat and Olympus satellites! And being |
on-line you could communicate cheaply, quickly and effectively with
other EOers to include their contributions as well! Using a suitable |
‘paint’ or ‘draw' package you could include your own graphics or scan in
a photographic or printed image. With a final check on the weather using
your short wave receiver for weather ship and ground station reports you
are ready to put your newspaper to bed!!
And we haven't even mentioned Three Dimensional Modelling, developing
logical thought with LOGO, Control Technology, MIDI Music, Adventure &
Problem Solving Games, Conferencing, Data Transfer and all the Databases
and Viewdata systems that you can access round the clock without leaving
your sitting room. This list is by no means exhaustive, your imagination
really is the only limit.
Of course, computers get cheaper and more powerful all the time but I
doubt that they will ever be supplied free of charge! And that is where
our next item of news comes in.

& This whole newsletter in Fact!
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Through Elizabeth's work we were aware that substantial educationaldiscounts were available to schools when buying computers. Of course thecomputer world is full of cut-price offers and if you search long enoughyou may well equal or better educational prices. But this is a costlyand time consuming exercise and success igs far from guaranteed. Wedecided to buy a computer and we could either bend the rules and order

pleased to announce that EOers can now order a large selection ofcomputer hardware and software through our central ordering set-upcalled Learning Link.
Why Learning Link and not EO Limited? Firstly, EO Ltd. is indeed verylimited. Its set-up leaves little room for a project of this type, Westarted this whole project under the assumption that EO Ltd. could offerthis resource but this was not possible. Nearly all the computermanufacturers asked for some sort of central ordering system so thattheir discount arrangements would not be open to abuse. We were facedwith the prospect of scrapping the project or forming Learning Link. SoLearning Link was born! We really had no choice as we feel that aresource of this kind is long overdue within EO. We care enough to havefunded the entire project from our own resources.
So how will this new system work? Firstly, you will need a copy of theLearning Link price list. For this please send your name and addresswith a cheque or postal order for £1.00 to the address below. We willsend your list back to you by return post.Whose products are offered? We do not have the space to list them allbut we can supply computers from Acorn, Amstrad, Apple, Atari,Cambridge, Commodore, IBM, Research Machines & others. Printers from dotmatrix to laser are available from amongst others Brother, Epson,Kyocera, Mannesmann Tally, Panasonic, & Star. We have modems from Pace &Tandata and floor robots and turtles from Valiant Technology. The listis extensive and comprehensive and being added to all the time. We caneven supply a desk for you to put it all on! Special needs children arenot forgotten either with Concept keyboards and many different inputdevices available. Full instructions for ordering (and some products youcan order direct yourselves) are in the price list.Perhaps we ought to make it absolutely clear that Learning Link is NOT abusiness. It is a service from one EO family to other EO members. It isalso non-profit making as we are just covering our costs,Of course establishing discounts and setting up an ordering system isonly the start. It needs YOUR help, enthusiasm and Participation tosucceed. whether you are starting out like us or old hands. Perhaps weneed a computer supplement or Page in the newsletter? We have plans for‘hands-on’ demonstration days covering both hardware and software. onthemes such as castles and LOGO. Would you support these? We are ideallyPlaced to co-ordinate a computer initiative within EO, let us know whatyou want or what you can offer. COMPUTERS ARE FUN!
Our address: Paul & Elizabeth Bentley, Learning Link. 83 Manor Park,London SE13 S5RA. (01-852 1563).
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Regions

AVON
NOTICE

Would you please note thatI resigned
as South West Regional Enquiries
Secretary some months ago. I assume
this post remains vacant. As from pub-
lication of this newsletter I shall also be
resigning as Avon co-ordinator. If
anyone in the county wishes to take
overthis job then perhaps they will get
in touch with meor the co-ordinators
secretary.
Best Wishes,
Meg Roberton,The Old Thatched House
MidfordLane
Limpley Stoke
Bath BA3 6JP
Telephone 022 122 3266.
P.S. I have a number of unused ‘Hey
Mathematics’ workbooks for sale at a
nominal sum. If anyoneis interested
then do give mea ring.

BERKSHIRE
Several families with children ranging
in age from 2 to 10 meetregularly
either in someone’s home,or ata local
museum,park,leisure centre, etc. New
faces always welcome. For further
details of specific date & venues, con-
tact:
Caroline Brett
Reading (0734) 755375, or
Karen SternhellMaidenhead (0628) 32262.

CLWYD
Someof us with 2- to 3-year-olds have
been meeting informally at each oth-
ers’ houses for some months, with the
intention of giving them familiar con-
tact with their own age group thatwill

>

extend into workshops and other group
activities as they get older.
However, as parents ofpre-school-aged
children, wefeel the need to contactEO
parents of older children out-of-school
to share experiences.(I also find now
that manychildren benefit from groups
of mixed ages).
Wetry to meet on the first Mondayof
each month,butthis is flexibleto suitas
many people as possible. We hope to
arrangetrips to the ‘Discovery Dome’
at Bodelwyddan; Grosvenor Mueum,
Chester; and the Harlequin Puppet
Theatre, Colwyn Bay; plus a Christ-
mas Party, in the coming months.
(Taking advantage of cheaper group-
bookings and shared tansport where
possible).If you could join us on any occasion
(you don’t haveto ‘attend regularly’!)
please do ring or write to: Jan Miller,
Saith Ffynnon, Whitford, Holywell,
Clwyd, CH8 9EQ;tel: 0352 714 796.
(EO’ers from nearby Cheshire or
Gwynedd,or visitors to the area, areall
equally welcome.)

DERBYSHIRE
New Coordinators: Peter Darling and
Stephanie Futcher, 50 Springfield Ave-
nue, Chesterfield. Tel (0246) 239048.
Derbyshire’s monthly gatherings have
continued through the summer with
visits to Chatsworth Park and Elvaston
Castle. Nextmeeting will be on Sunday
15 October, at CRICH TRAMWAY
MUSEUMat12 noon,just inside the
entrance.
You can come along and meetusthere,
or, if you have not been to one of our
gatherings before and would like us to
look outfor you,let us knowthatyou are
coming.
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Regions
Forthe winter months, weare hoping to
arrange familycraft workshops.Ideas
we have had so far include basket
weaving and corn dolly making, ori-
gamiand candle making.For details of
these, and to suggest ideas, contactSteph & Peter
Chesterfield (0246) 239048, or
Lynne & Mike Greenhough
Alfreton (0773) 836662.
First craft workshop will be on
Sat, 18th November, from 2 to Spm:
Paperfolding (bring paper & ideas) atAlfreton House, Alfreton.
Numbers limited so phone Lynne &
Mikefordetails.
We hope to see lots of Derbyshire
members at these gatherings.

HERTFORDSHIRE COOR-
DINATOR
Please note that as from August 1989
Frances Howard will be temporarily
unable to act as Co-ordinatorfor this
area. In her absence, the acting Co-
ordinatorwill be:
Mrs Jane Lowe
5 Elm Gardens
Welwyn Garden City
Herts, AL8 6RX
tel: 0707 335825.

KENT
In July several families enjoyed a dayat
Bewl water, including a tip on the
boat, but by far the most popular meet-
ing of the year was at Margaret Bell’s
smallholding later in July. We would
like to thank Margaret and her family
very much for putting up with usall.
The weather couldn’t have beenbetter,
and the children played in the water and

in the cherry orchards, while the mums
(and some dads!) sat in the sun and
chatted. It really was a lovely day out
for everyone.
Our visit to the Whitbread hop farm
was not as well supported as we had
hoped. This was probably due to bad
weather - however, the day brightened
uplater, and those of us who went en-
joyed it again.
Glenys Mitchell-Bennett has offered
to open her home to EO families and
friends on Monday 6th November.
This would be a good time to discuss
venuesforour 1990 gatherings,to please
try and come along. Ring Glenys on
0634 814610 for more details and di-
rectionsfortravelling etc.
If you would like to make any sugges-
tions re future venues etc, but are un-
able to get to Glenys’s, then please
write to
Pam Stevenson,
25, Wyndham Road
Dover, Kent
CT17 OBH,orring
Lois & Mike Cook
Herne Bay 367059.
Wewill not be having any more out-
door meetings until next spring, butif
anyoneelse would like to have ‘open
house’ one day during the winter
months,then please let us know.
Pam Stevenson.

LANCASHIRE
Wehavehad twoinformal meetingsat
the Draper’s home, 22, Black Bull
Lane, Preston.
Another meeting is planned for
7th October at 2pm.All are welcome.
Bring some food to share. For dates of
future meetings phone Mary Swale,
Benson (05242) 62049.

~a3

 



 
Regions

NORFOLK
Various outings, Workshops, and
Museum Lessons.
Fordetails, telephoneLin: 0553810438
or Karen: 0263 861045

NORTH LONDON PAR-
ENTS AND CHILDREN’S
GROUP
We meet at
Swiss Cottage Community Centre,
19 Winchester Road, NW3, close to
Swiss Cottage tube, on the first
Sundayof every month.
EO members from all areas, or anyone
else with an interest in otherwise edu-
cation, are welcomeat these meetings.
Please food ordrink to share for lunch.
Because of the necessity for us tocover
ourcosts at every meeting (we haveto
hire the premises), we are asking regu-
lar attenders to support these meetings
by becoming subscribers: for£4.50 you
and your family can comefor a year
without further payment. (The “on the
door” contribution is 75p.)
If you have any queries about these
meetings, ring
Andrea Granville (328-4138) or
Leslie Barson (969-0893).

SOUTH LONDON MEET-
INGS
For EO parents and children from any
area. It’s very informal. Bring some
food or drink to share. Usually the par-
ents have a chance to talk to each other
and the childrenplay.Ithelps ifyoucan
comefairly often so the children get to
know each other. Sometime we have

talks or activities - please suggest any-
thing you wouldlike.
Sun 24th September
Norwood Children’s Centre, St Luke’s
Chambers, 2-8 Norwood High St, SE27,
Ipm-5pm.
Sat 21st October
The Child and Parent Centre, The Al-
bany, Douglas Way, SE8, llam-
3.30pm.
Sun 26th November
Norwood as above.
SOUTH LONDON CHRISTMAS
PARTY
WARNING
We are planning to have a party on
Saturday 23rd Decemberat The Al-
bany,with cooperative games. Parents
could bring a small gift to be given out
at the party.
See December newsletter for more
details.
Enquiries or ideas: phone
Rachel 582 3949orDorothy 469 0413.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Christine Park has taken Joan Hoare’s
place as joint coordinator with Dineke
de Jong.

SHROPSHIRE
EO EVENTS DIARY OCT-DEC
1989.
Mostof the following events start at
1.30pm andare in the regular SECOND
SATURDAY IN THE MONTHslot,
butotherevents are included here.Please
check times and venues beforehand.

she
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October 14
Natasha will run a music workshop,
especially for the musically illiterate.
Bring any instrument you have, from
spoonstocymbals, and musical edibles
for tea. 1.30pm at Don’s & Mandy’s
house.
October 23, (Monday)
Acton Scott in the autumn:
Blacksmithing, metalwork demonstra-
tion.
November11
Rachel and Grant will run a Papua
New Guinea afternoon, featuring
slides.
Meet at 1.30pm and bring something
antipodeanfortea.
November 20, Monday
A trip to Jodrell Bank which will in-
clude a theatre presentation: “Once
Around the Sun”.
The venue incorporatesa tree park and
a ‘hands-on’ museum. Booking NOW.
December 9
Variety Show at
Don’s & Mandy’s houseat 1.30pm.
Please prepare something to entertain
us with - comedy routine, puppetry,
music, magic, story-telling, impres-
sions, sketches, mime. Bring something
Decemberishfortea.
Further details from
Don & MandyPatter,
The Lindens, Broseley.
Phone Telford 882780.

SUFFOLK
Thankyou toall whocameto the family
gathering at Westleton on August10th.
Your support was much appreciated.
As an outcome weare now organising
regular events throughout the winter
months. I am concerned, however, that
to makeall these events worthwhile,
EO members should support us regu-
larly in our efforts, not only for ourown
benefit, but also for the effort of the
organisations that are prepared to help
us. Most members seem to agree that
there is a need for some regular get-
togethers. So come on, you Suffolk
EO’ers - get moving, give us support
and comealong and have a good day.
Welook forward to seeing you!
Bring wellies, waterproofs, warm cloth-
ing and a packed lunchto all outdoor
meetings.
Please let me know if you are coming,
as numbers will affect the contentof the
day’s activities.
Contact: Charlotte Keith, Westleton
(072 873) 650.
Wed.Oct. 11th
A guided tour of MUNSMERE,
R.S.B.P. reserve, Westleton, with the
warden. Everyonewill have the oppor-
tunity to look down telescope.
From: 10.30am to Ipm.
Cost: 50p per adult, 30p per child.
Under 5’s free.
Meetin reserve car park.
Tues, Oct. 31st
Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Foxburrow
Farm Educational Nature Reserve,
Melton, Woodbridge.
Activity day: Minibeasts in ponds and
meadows. Animal tracks and signs.
Crafts, games,etc. Suitable forall ages.
From: 10.00am to 2.30pm.
Cost: £1.75 per child; £1.50 for 2 chil-
dren/family. Adults and under5’sfree,
Numbers& agesofthose coming must
be knownby Tues. Oct. 24th.
=e

 



Regions
Fri. Noy. 17th
10.30am.
SWIM at Crown Pools, Ipswich.
Free Créche available for 0-Syr-olds
from 9am to noon.
Meet at 10.30amin the foyer.
Followed by lunch,
Car parking: multi-storey behind the
pool.
2pm IPSWICH AERODROME
Have an exciting time looking at and
inside an aeroplane; visit the control
tower,parachute centre,fireappliances,
etc.
Meet at 2pm at Main entrance car
park.
Well sign-posted from A12.
Visit should last 1 hr to 90 mins.
Contact Sandy Howse,tel. Ipswich
(0473) 712815 for directions to Crown
Pools & Aerodrome.
Wed. Nov. 29th
SWT Foxburrow Farm, Melton, Woo-
dbridge.
Woodland Activity Day. Maybemoth
trapping.
From: 10.00am to 2.30pm.
Cost: as above for Oct 31st.
Numbers& agesofthosecoming must
be known by Nov.22nd.
Tues. Dec. 12th.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT ACTIVITY
DAY at Wesleton Village Hall,
Saxmundham.
Christmas Decorations, badgemaking,
percussion instruments, games, etc.
Bring your own mincepies to decorate
and any otherChristmassycraft ideas if
you wish.
From: 11am to 3pm.
Cost: £1.50 per family.

SUSSEX
The last couple of issues of the EO
magazine contained no information
about East Sussex families and activi-
ties. This does not mean there were no
activities in thecounty.On thecontrary,
there is activity as never before. This
is because a monthly newsletter, started
five months ago by EO members, has
brought many more people together - to
the benefitofchildren andparents alike.
For example, there are regular weekly
meetings, monthly visits to Drusillas
Zoo,a monthly painting session forall
ages, as well as outings to places of
interest,
The Newsletter for Home Educators
in Sussex contains detailed, up to the
minute local information and announce-
ments about mettings, resources and
activities for parents and children edu-
cating at home in the area. People then
report on those events and activities in
the following issue ofthe newsletter, so
there is quick feedback. From this point
ofview itseemstomeeta local need that
the national magazine cannot possibly
manage. Andit also creates a strong
feeling of local, consistentsupport, a
boostfor morales that need boosting!
Another innovation stimulatedand made
possible through the pages ofthe news-
letter is that a group of Sussex parents
started monthly evening meetings to
discuss educational subjects. The first
two were about reading and maths, and
full reports of the discussion, and infor-
mation engendered, were printed in the
following newsletter. More such meet-
ings are scheduled, on storytehing,
writing, music, and history.
The newsletter is professionally pro-
duced using a desktop publishing sys-
tem and photocopier. It is paid for by
donation and ‘car boot sale’ type fun-
draising. Ithas proved so successful that
people in other regions might like to
emulateit. Ifanyone wishes to see copies,
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Regions
please send a stamped self-addressed
envelope,plus an extra stamp or two to
coverthe cost of photocopying,to:
Linda Tyrrell, 1, Lovers Meadow,
Chalvington, Hailsham,East Sussex,
BN27 3TE.
Also:
Sue Petszaft
will have an open day at her house
2, Leylands Manor, Tubwell Lane,
Crowborough, Sussex, 7N6 3RH,
tel (0892) 661319)
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.
Next one will be Oct. 17th and wewill
hope to make things for
Halloween.Bring anymaterialsyoucan.
Also trampolining,ifit’swarm enough,
and we might go and look at some
cheesemakers uptheroad ifpeople are
interested.
LONDONOUTINGS:
Please note new dates. I have changed
Museum datesto the last Tuesdayin
every month because there are occa-
sionallecturesat the museums on Tues-
days. Ring mefor latest information.
You can get free passes for the muse-
umsfrom AnneWade(19, Perkin Close,
London- sorry, we have no post code
for her) Send 20p.
Tuesday, Oct. 10th
Ice skating at the Queens Ice Rink,
Queensway, W2.NearestTubeQueen-
sway. Kensington Gardensafterwards,
if it’s warm enough. Meet 11.15am,
Cost £2.70 adults, £2330 children, 90p
for skates. If party of 20 or more, £2adults, £1.60 children.
Tuesday, Oct. 24th
Museums: Meetin foyer of Science
Museumat11.15,or in the picnic area
at the Science Museum at 12.30.
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Tuesday, Oct. 31st
Polka Children’s Theatre
240, The Broadway, Wimbledon,Swis.
Mister A’s Amazing Maze Plays, by
Alan Ayckboum,forSyr-olds upwards.
2pm performance.Tickets: £2.70, must
be paid in advance.Please let me know
by Oct. 20th if you want tocome. Meet
12.45pm in foyer. Also look at the
playground, Toyshop, Pantry, and Link
Gallery.
Tuesday, Nov. 14th
Westminster Abbey
15 minute introductory talk, Teachers’
Pack available, also brass rubbing.
Please ring to book a place. Meet 11.15
at entrance. St. James’s Park is not too
far to eat a picnic lunch, or Victoria
Tower Gardens. Children 50p, Adults
£2, Brass rubbing at 25% discount.
Tuesday, Nov. 29th
Museumsas above.
Tuesday, Dec. 5th
Polka Children’s Theatre, as above.
The Firebird. 2pm. Let me know by
Noy. 20th as tickets have to be paid for
in advance. TheFirebird is a musical
playfor all ages, with actors, puppets,
and lots of excitement & colour, based
on the folktale. Meet 1.45 in the foyer.
Tuesday, Dec 12th
Planetarium, Marylebone Rd, NW1,
nearest Tube BakerSt. Meet 10.45 for
a speciallecture. No facilities here for
eating packed lunches, butthere is a
cafeteria. Regents Park is fairly near.
Tuesday, Jan 9th
Possibly a tour backstageat the Festi-
val Hall. Lasts an hour, £1 each. Tick-
els have to bought one month in ad-
vance,but if noon wants to come we
might do somethingelse on that day.
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Tuesday, Jan. 23rd
Polka Children’s Theatre, as above.
The Odyssey. 2pm. £2.70. Letme know
by Jan 10th.
Tuesday, Jan. 30th
Museumsas above.
* T have provisionally booked a tour
around theTowerofLondon,on March
13th. Children £1, Adults £4.50 I think,
but we can get reduced ratesofthere are
more than 11 ofus.
Sue Petszaft,
Crowborough (0892) 661319.

WEST MIDLANDS
Asalways,members from other regionsare welcome,
Meetings:
Saturday, 21 Oct, 2pm.
Saturday, 2 Dec, 2pm.Both meetingswill be at Harris House,
8, St Agnes Rd, Moseley, Birmingham.Tel: (021) 706 6460 for details of loca-tion, bus services, etc. Please try tocome along for achatand ‘bring & buy’(educational equipment, toys, books,odds’n’ends).
Youare invited to bring food & drink toshare. I shall be selling the visual vari-ety of low-priced art, craft, stationerymaterials, but if you want somethingspecific or more information, pleasephone me.
Suggestions for venues for 1990 meet-ings very welcome.
Is anybody willing to take over thearrangementofoursocialactivities,please?
Sylvia Jeffs.

WEST YORKSHIRE
from Sue Lyon,
Rainbow Chalet,
6, Parkcliffe Rd,
BRADFORDBD2 4NS
tel: Bfd 638337.
Parents’ meetings: 8pm
November 13th
Alison Tribe, 4, Penistone Rd, Bird’s
Edge, Huddersfield, tel. 0422 606618.
Family Gatherings:
October 23rd
Visit to Bretton Country Park for a
guided walk.
Meet at 10am andbring a lunch. Fur-
therdetails and directions from Martin
& Carol Chamberlain, phone 0924450060.
November Sth
Visit to Yorkshire Mining Museum at
llam.
Costs £3.15 per adult and £2.90 per
child if we have 15 people.
Only over-5’sallowed underground butthere is a lot to do on thesurface, too,and a reductionin price.
Please phone Martin or Carol 0924
450060 by Oct. 23rd.
November 23rd
Afternoon bread-making session.
Limited spacesopleasephone Sue Lyon(0274638337) tobook yourplace. Smallcharge.
December 12th
Possible winter party, details later,
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Teaching Mathematics
ai home
DURINGeight yearsofteaching mathematics in secondary schools (Thave another job new!), I felt that nist children under-achieved inmathematics quite considerably. I was trying to overcome attitudesand mental blockages that the children had built up over the vears.Seeing mysix year vid daughier starting down that same path was onefactor in our deci. on to take her out ofschooi.
Children first come across mathematics in a natural, practical waythrough play - sorting shapes and posting them through holes,

   

    
Aregort by Graeme Smith 

number games and rhymes. Mathematics crops up in everyday life,and makingit practical and rele-
yant isa great aid in motivation,
Lateron there isa need for more formal
work. Different branches of mathe-
matics have to be Jeamt in the correct
sequence, and for this T would usc a
textbook or maths scheme - remem-
bering that iis nor necessary to do
every single example! Mathematics
schemes usedin schools, suchas Ginn
Mathematics and S.P.M.G.(Scou
Primary Mathematics Group) come
with workbooks, textbooks and arps-
ratus and tnd 10 be very expensive.
though it maybe possibic to buy teach-crs’ packs. For S-7year olds I have
found "Timefor Maths” published by
Schofield and Simsuseful. There area
scrics of six pupils’ books at just over

£* sach. Similarly priced are the teach-
¢:. books which contain all the an-
swers and ideas for the important pre
liminary work with real objects before
putting pencil to paper. It is quite pos-
sible for much youngerchildrento do
this work in a homesituation, where
the parent can spend a few minutes
each day with the chiid. so that the
child isn't expected to read the expla-
nation for himse!f. (Ishall always refer
to the child as he, probably because 1
have four daughiers).
As_an altemative to an expensive
“scheme” for7-11 yearolds. Fuse atra-
ditional text book first published in
1967 ("Basic Mathematics” byA.L.Griffiths published by Oliver and

 

 

 

  

|

 

eee
fovd). 1 is rather dated (1 dort really
think it pecessury to know what a
“multiplizand” is!) but [ haven't had
the ime to find anything better. To
counteractthe dry, academic aporoach
of waditional text book and to help
make mathematics interesting and
enjoyable use games and acuvitics such
as those in “Help Your Child with
Maths" (see book review). For an
excellent explanation of dasic arith-
metic and how to tesch it to your own
child read “Be Your CAtld’s Natural
Teacher* by Geraldine Taylor, pub-
lished by Penguin, This book also
covers English in the same way.
Whenparents can't keep up.
For parents who continue to educate
their children at home throughoutthe
years of compulsory education, it is
likely thatthere will come a time when
the child will be studying mathematics
which the parent has not comeacrossbefore. There are books and schemes
which are designed to be used bychil
dren in school working individuuily,
ratherthan the wholeclasslistening to
a teacher's explananon, and these could
be useful for a child working at home.
Is might be interesting for tne parentio,
try studying alongside the chilc!

 

   

 

If, with the suppon and encourage- ,
mentof a sympathetic parent cducat-
ing at home,the chiid develops a love
of and aptitude for mathematics - do.————————————————

myé
 

believe thal an aputude for mathemat-
ics can be developed - and wishes to
take his studies 10 ‘A’ level or beyond,
they will need the help of a specialist
cither through a correspondence
course, private tutor - whomayonly be
required occasionally - or, dare I say:!,
by joining the sixth form at a school!
Help!
We are only human, and there are
likely w be setbacks along the way.
‘Things may seem to be going well, and
suddenly he can't get the hang of add- ;
ing fractions. A child may have been |
taken out of school hating mathemat-
ics and believing he is no good atit
The sceretis not to dwell on what he
can't do but to go back to what he can
do, IFadding fractionsis cat i
cultyit may be that he needsto spend
more time king aboutfractions such
as 1/2, 2/4, 5/10 etc. which are equiva-
lent. For a child who hates mathemat-
ics, build confidence by doinglots of
practical work at an elementary level
before writing things down. Avoid
daunting pages of examples by writ-
ing a few out specially, This can be
particularly useful for an older child
who won't feel any better by being
given a workbook for an age group
much younger than his. Geraldine
Taylors book would be usefulin this
Situation.
If a situation persists try asking other
homeeducators - use this ne'ssictter!
‘There may be somcone at the local
scheol who could help. The L.E.A.advisory service includes specialistsin
Primary and secondary mathematics |
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who maybe able to recommend text-
dooks or maths schemes. Perhaps 3
local Teacher 5 Centre willhave copies
which you can iiiborrow,———_—
How yourNewsletter is |produced —_____ |
A NUMBER of ou have asked us
how we produce Us Newsletter, Verybriefly, it is by means ofa Desk TopPublishing (DTP)system.
The articles are typed intoa softwarepackage culled Pagemaker 3 and amaster copy of each page outputthrough a laser printer and simply|
photocopied.
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“Whydo wees only have ane leg Daddy?” |(Eleanor, aged 3.) |

 



 
 

EDUCATION
THROUGH THE
(MEDICAL)
PRESS
msEducation through the Press has
taken a break with thisissue, but will be
back withaDECEMBERcolumn,Vol-
unteers still needed to read and select
cuttings so please contactthe editor:
Sarah Guthrie, Field House, Thran-
deston Diss, Norfolk IP21 4BU if
you'dlike to help.
ms However, we havethis item from
the British Medical Journal, 14th
January, 1989. Wethankthe British
Medical Journalfor their kind permis-
sion to reproduce it. Thanks also to
Roger Downiefor spotting it and gain-
ing permission to printit, along with
his reply. I wanted to presentit in its
original format, but the copy was not
quite good enough,so I have retyped it,
omitting only the footnotes (consisting
ofreferences to learnedjournals), This
is how the experts think - a very
educational piece.
 

School refusal
Usually mild butsometimes severe
mm About one 10th of all school
pupils in Britain are absent at anyonetime,anda fifth of these have
nolegitimate reason for beingaway.
Those absent without a legitimatereasonfall into three main groups:
truants, school refusers, and chil-
dren voluntarily withheld by par-

ents. Hersov compared 50 truants
and 50 school refusers and showed
that school refusers are more often
passive, dependent, and overpro-tected and tend to come from fami-
lies with a higher prevalence of
neurosis. They generally work and
behave well at school and the re-
fusal to go to schoolis a manifesta-
tion of a neurotic disorder in which
anxiety and depression are promi-nent. Truants, in contrast, tend to
come from larger families from
whichthefatheris often absent and
to show a poorer standard of work
and evidenceof antisocial or delin-
quent behaviour. Schoolrefusal was
first described in 1932 by Broadwin
and waslater labelled ‘school pho-
bia’, but the term school phobia is
now seen as an oversimplificationbecause it pre-empts the questionof
whetherthechild is refusing to at-
tend school (with a justifiable rea-son in a few cases) or refusing toleave home.
@@ School refusal has tended to be
understood as primarily a conse-
quence of separation anxiety, but
Hersov says that “schoolrefusalis
nota trueclinical entity with a uni-
form ztiology, psychopathology,course, prognosis, and treatment,
butrathera collection of symptoms
ora syndromeoccurring against the
backgroundofa variety of psychiat-
ricdisorders.” Accepting these limi-
tations, he estimates that about 5%ofall children referred for psychiat-
ric help are school refusers. The
condition tends to bepresentin three
peaks - at the ages of 5-7, 11 (associ-
ated with changeof school), and 14
and older.
mam Upto fourfifths of all children
havedifficulties in adjusting to pri-
mary school. Reluctance to attend
school is thus a common problem
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largely dealt with by parents and
teachers. Fourfifthsofgeneral prac-
titioners manage straightforward
cases of persistent school non-at-
tendance without referral. Many
children present with somatic com-
plaints such as abdominal pain,
headache,and vaguemalaise, which
require careful assessment to ex-
clude an organic cause; the history
mayshowprecipitating factors such
as changesin school or home orloss
orillness of an importantperson.mamSome children, however, mayshowsuchsevereschoolrefusal that
residential care may be required.
Defining school refusalas the asso-
ciation of a neurotic disorder witha
reluctance to attend schoolfor atleast four weeks, Kolvin found that
almosthalfof cases aged between 9
and 15 showed important depres-
sion. Assessment of depression is
particularly important in adoles-
cents, and Schaffer’s study of 30successful suicides in children and
youngadolescentsshowed thatfour
patients had originally presented
with schoolrefusal. Thereis also a
high incidence of depressive and
anxiety disorders in first degree
relatives of school refusers with
severe symptoms - almost half the
mothersin one study.@™iThough the importance of the
mother-child relationship has long
been recognised, treatment is more
effective whenboth parentspartici-
pate - and increased awareness of
the importanceofthe father has led
to a family centred approach. Suc-
cessful treatmenthasbeen described
using various approachesinclud-
ing psychoanalysis, behavioural
therapy, cognitive-behavioural
therapy, and family therapy. It
seems important that therapists
using different approaches have
identified two basic types of school

refusal - a mild form with favour-
able prognosis and a severe form
that is often resistant to treatment
and associated with lack of paren-
tal cooperation. The usefulness of
drugtreatmentisstill not clear, and
it should notbe considered in gen-
eral practice before referral. Gener-
ally, a child will return to schoolif
parents andtherapists use firmness
and pressure, but a successful out-
comecannotbeequated solely with
a return to school. A recent follow
up over 15-20 years of 35 schoolrefusers confirmed earlier findings
that problems with social relation-
ships persist and that psychiatric
referral are common whenthey are
adults.
@™Such studies, however, predate
the current use of family therapy,
and research is now called for on
the effectiveness of this treatment.
School refusal therefore remains a
challenge, perhaps comparable to
an unexplained fever. Though it
mayresolve spontaneously,it may
have serious implications justify-
ing promptreferral and full inves-
tigation with the participation of
not only the whole family but also
the school and educational authori-
ties.
Jim Watters,
Senior Registrar,
Child and Family Department,
Tavistock Clinic, London NW3.

eoty
 

 Overleaf:
REPLY FROM DRJ. R. DOWNIE
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Dear Sir,SCHOOL REFUSAL
I find it deeply disturbing that

you publish aneditorial on School
Refusal that simply labels the re-
fusal to attend school as some kind
of psychiatric disorder, and does
notinvestigate in any waythele-
gitimacy of the child’s action in
refusing to attend school. There isa
strong liberation education tradi-
tion, mosttrenchantlyexpressed byIvan Illich, a writer who should beno stranger to the thinking clini-cian, which asserts that schools are
not particularly successful institu-
tions, because they stifle the en-
quiring and individual mind.In this country, there exists aself-help organisation called Edu-
cation Otherwise which helps par-
ents who wish, for whatever rea-
son, to educatetheir children out-
side school. Someparentschose to  act in this way out ofprinciple,
others because their children havefound school attendance traumatic.
Tome, itsmells oftheGulagto label
dissentfrom attendinga particular
compulsory institute as a psychiat-
ric disorder. Perhaps some of your
readers, presented with school re-
fusal cases in the future, may care
to refer parents to the EducationOtherwise contact address.
J.R. Downie.
*Watters, J. Br.Med.J 1989:298:66 (14
January 1976)“Illich, I. ‘Deschooling Society’
London. Calder and Boyars 1971.
*Illich, 1. ‘Limits to Medicine’ Lon-don, Boyars.*Education Otherwise, 25 Common
Lane, Hemmingford Abbots, Cam-
bridgeshire, PE18 9AN.
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ENCOURAGING

THE HUMANSCALE
APPROACH

A conference for parents & teach-
ers.

Saturday, 18 November
9.30am - 5pm
Argyle School

Tonbridge Street
London WC1

(near Kings Cross)
Organised by London Human
Scale Education Movement.

£10: full fee, including
vegetarian lunch

£7.50: low- or un-waged, includ-
ing vegetarian lunch

(Discretionary termsif necessary)Furtherdetails & booking:
Ruth Goffe 01-675 4388

11, Veronica Rd, London, SW17
8QL

( —)\Education in London

 Please book in advance!
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CFd SQUIRRELoT PRESS
Tony and Sue; Seth (10); Tynan (8); Tansy (6); and Syree(3).
We live in a lovely Hertfordshire village close to the line
connecting MOORGATE and HERTFORD NORTH (BR not LT).
Visitors very welcome,
We are also:
d. SQUIRREL PRESS! Producing childrens books, booklets
and magazines in dynamic monochrome! All material is
original. We are available for your next special event
and can provide:

‘Sase Face p
Ar. NG

all at a reasonable charge. Great distances from home
carefully considered! We are putting together a quarterly
magazine (one's at the printers; one's being prepared;
both probably ready by the time you read this!), which

* contains stories, a serial, cartoons and poems and we would
welcome any contributions, although we cannot guarantee
publication. (ur experiences of editing are very similar
to Kevin FLeischs', April newsletter!!!
A mail order list and any further information is available
from the address below:. HyattSours Poa th °unbeato

12 Willow Corner Bayford Herts SG13 8PN Bayford 571
Proprietors: AJ Barton & S E Barton
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CHILDREN’S MAGAZINES
Dear EO,
I would like to produce two simple
children’s magazines, becauseit is so
difficult to find something for out of
school children that covers many sub-
jects. Work books are expensive and on
one subjectalone.Children's magazines
such as “Owl” are also expensive for
whatthey contain.
Myidea is to produce two magazines:
one for 5-7 years of age and one forthose aged 8 and over. My magazine
will cover as many subjects as I can
cram in, so will provide a good educa-
tional range. For example, each monththe 5-7 yearolds’ magazine (whichIam
calling “Little Elves”) will have a step
by step guide to playing the recorder;
simpleFrench(theyare never too young
tolearn); mathsandlettergames; simple
science, etc, The magazineforthe older
child will be along similar lines.
The reason why I am writing to you is
that I would like to ask your readers
what they would like to see in my
magazines and whattheirchildren would
benefit from best, because I want to
make my magazinefit the parents and
children, not them fit my magazine.
Please could you ask yoursubscribers
to write to me with their comments and
ideas? Thank you.
Rosie Wallis, West Barton Farm
Littie Silver, Cadeleig
Tiverton, Devon, EX16 8HJ. 

FOR SALE
Large, detached, stone-buill HOUSE
in quiet position on Portland, Dorset.
Fourdouble bedrooms, 28' lounge/diner
with wood/coal stove and openfire-
place, kitchen, utility room, outhouse,
side yard with shed, parking, good-
sized organic allotment garden very
nearby.
Could suit group or two families.
Price £66,950 (reducedforquicksale).
Linda Lovett, tel: Portland 823859.
 

 

 BOOKS
Ifany membersareinterested in getting
Usborne books at 5% discount, p&p
free, (10% if for fundraising), I am
willing to supply them. (Glasgow area
only: Free books if you have a book
party).In case anyone hasn't heard of Us-
borne, they produce colourful, infor-
mation-packed books which are not at
all like ‘school’ books (ie they are in-
teresting, not boring).
List of availabletitles from
Emily Matthews,
98 Crofthill Rd,
Glasgow G44 5QQ,
tel 041 637 0664.
   

RNAL GCSE UP-DAT!
We have now received replies to our letter to the six GCSE examination
boards concerning the external GCSE and are, at the time of writing,
preparing a photocopied pack of information containing these letters and
sundry other items so that those of, us within EO who have an interest in
the future of GCSE provision for home educated children can evaluate the
boards responses and discuss a co-ordinated course of action for EO
The pack runs to 30+ pages and costs £2 including postage.

Paul Bentley, 83 Manor Park, Lewisham, London SE13 5RA. (01-852 1563).

 
 



General Enquirtes.......sseeeeees weevils +++25 Common Lane, Hemingford Abbot,
Cambridgeshire PE18 9AN
Telephone Helpline: 0480 63130

General Secretary (Acting)................Pam Stevenson, 25 Wyndham Road,
Dover, Kent CT17 OBH

Membership Secretartes........s0eeceeeeees Christine Wallace, 25 Diabaig,
Achnasheen, Ross-shire IV22 2HE
Tel: 044 581 225

viasieemenenie +seeeee Valerte Gommon (SE England)
19 New Road, Castlethorpe,
Milton Keynes MK19 7EH Tel: 0908 511247

«+Gilltan Murely (Wales & Midlands)
84 Witney Road, Stafford ST17 OBP
Tel: Stafford 48753

a Swibieiaip sin, aislaie sisiwaleie Lots Cook (London & Home Counties)
34 Beacon Road, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 6DJ
Tel: 02273-67059

sipleere ge serseeceeeessMaggte Swatridge (SW England)
32 Carey Park, Polperro, Corrmwall PL13 2JPTel: 0503-72087

 

Publishing Secretary..... 10 aserereja ie arererp era'eseté. Lesley Kilbride, Fearnmore by Shteldag
Strathcarron, Wester Ross IV54 8XX
Telephone: 052 05278

Treasurer (Acting).......++ Seis asia Sais s.0'p o's Bruce Wallace (see above)
SPACE. NSOOR os sie ve ceaacae caw sevewscesie Sylvia Jeffs, 16 St Bernards Road

Solthull B92 7BB Tel: 021 706 6460
Subscription Renewals, Membership List

and Change of Address............ ++ee+sBob Emmett, 12 Taylor Avenue,
Dolgarrog, Conway, Gwynedd LL32 8JN
Telephone: 0492 69355

Publictty Officer.....cesseevecee Vikaieie ee <5 Jo Rust, 8 Church End,
Gamlinghay, Bedfordshire SG19 3EP
Telephone: 0767 50032

Regtonal Secretartes

..Meg Robertson 022 122 3266
Jude Ashley-Walker 0983 78680

South West. ..ecseccesesesece seeaeeees
South East..

   

     
   

East Anglia. Sandte Cottee 0268 733259
Midlands. . Hazel Clawley 021 772 7165
The North. -.Mick & Jenny White 0969 23544+-Brenda Holliday 0786 832042

++.Mtryam Bush 0269 861069
++-Genevteve Bridgeman O01 341 0751
+++Clare Weber, Furness, Newport, Co Mayo
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