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September '89 seemed far enough awag to %1ve me time in which
to contemplate editing an EO newsletter. Then one night a short
o edzbing the B Do Povstbercron: nia piail M Llns beatay’,

t he ecember . as
?ﬁ.‘%ihonﬁ‘f gnd immediately called our gSod%%nd and faiow
EQter @lare, to tell her the 'good' news,and extract a promise
of assistance. i Tga lgr e
Is! hug fun roeoi ng 8o Ech majil. children e been

to ¢ ac om the stman and brin it uw

;uog%:g“o:?n thgu as we sipped ourpgu- y morning q%pgﬁ'. R
Being Ed.is one good way of increasing ones suppl; of only
second (maybe third) hand envelopes! It's good to see so much
recyclins;d
I must a t that as I sat down with the increaaini pile of
members letters, and oag our fRaymond Chandler style' typewriter
plus right-hand index finger (aided occasionally by the lsft-hand
one)to assist me - I @id wonder for a moment or two what I'd let
mysalf in for.
I was advised that the pre-Xmas NL might be a lean ome, due to
members attentions being diverted elsewhere. It cortainly haan't
proved to be that.- Apologies to those who have sent ftems which
havn't been included. It will all be Passed on to the next Editor.
Fearing the end has felt a little like doing ones homework on a
Sunday evening, knowing that it's @ue in on Momday morning'e
(remember that feelimg?) However that has been due to the rmumber
of letters from ever ho?oful EO'ers still arriving II days after
the (supposed) desdline!
With Clares help in sorting and typing and Alfies help in pasting
up we're mlmost there now.
Many tb;nkiotolﬂiﬂirude Th.tixnas and Peter Sheahan and our son dsh
i r e :
Eﬁﬂ?z‘mg the!r §oghurg ir.zg ;&ic:n gn g ﬁgpﬁugganaﬁﬂnfﬁiv?&m
covering the kitchen table for the past few days!
Wishing all EO'ers everywhere a very happy and healthy New Year,
and a merry Xmas/Winter Solstice to those of you who celebrate
thems.

Lisa Ball Davey and F ly (Alfie :

Judgement Cottdge, Led ngtén}r})yﬁoéﬁ%’G{g};?yﬂﬁa%z-y)
PS HELLO- Sally, John, Claudie, Anna,Cleo and Hazel Hargraves.

Where are you ?

I'd like to make a plea as Ed. of this ML on behalf of alk future
Editoral-It is so mich easier to edit a NL if items for mbhgatiosn
are either typed or neatly written on A4 paper with appraox. I
margins sides, top and bo coma‘uagbe more ona (sometimes bwog
fingered typists would voluntesr to edit a KL if they

that most of the work was onl{ sorting and pasting up.

I've enjoyed editing the news etier (with the help og my friends)
—and if I can do it , anyome can

*‘Computor print-outs are great, as long as the ¢t

enough toshow up clearly. £ & & Ll
ALSO
T am supposed to be compiling a swpplement on ".nimals in

Education' so if you have somethi to co WO
please send it toythe above addrel;l%. SRS sl
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SUB—€OITOR(EL

1 suppose 1 could be called the sub-editor, if we were being formal
about things - the articles I typed are the ones with little or no
margins and lots of spelling mistakes - sorry Lisa! If it wasn't all
so pressured in terms of time, editing the newsletter could be very
enjoyable especially when you do it with a friend - why take it all
on by yourself after all? The smattering of drawings by Richard (8)
and Thomas (5) had to be practically wrung out of them at the last
minute in spite of promises weeks ago. They are at all other times
prolific with their drawings! And when it's too late to include any
more they suddenly produce a load more! Does anyone else have this
problem?
wWell, a little about ourselves perhaps? We are Clare (me), Peter,
Richard, Tom and Madeleine, 9 months.(Thanks for the Iaovely illustra
tions, Pete, by the way). We moved to Gloucester from Surbiton two
years ago and so had no problems with de-registration - Richard
had been at school for I} years. Our decision to homeschool was, 1
think, made when we Finally admitted to ourselves what had been in
our minds for a long time. We are both teachers and had really only
sent Richard to school almost out of a sense of duty and support for
the system which paid our saleries. But, in many ways, it was Knowing
the system so well which made us realize it did not fulfill what we
wanted for our children. Richard had guite rapidly lost interest in
many things during his time at school and was rapidly 'slipping back'.
WE had our suspicions that he may be dyslexic but we were scoffed at.
And, sure enough, when we had him independently assessed a year out
of schoal he was diagnosed as quite severely dyslexic. But that and
his progress is esnother story. (1 would love to hear from other
families with dyslexic children). Anyway, for the last year we've
been meeting with Lisa &other EO families and it has macde a huge
difference to our E0 lives (2nd led to some good socializing too!).
We have 2 'base' in the city with =211 its resources and now a
‘country retreat at Judgement Eottage! Wer'e happy to share both
with other families of course and are always looking for new ideas
for workshops, days out etc. Peter and I started up a Wooderaft Folk
group a year ago, which Pete runs on his own now since Maddy was
harn, and this provides much stimulus and socializing for our
children. With this, an Anti-Apartheid group we've just formed, a
wWomen®s Writinc Group and a Full and part-time job - oh, and educating
the children at home, life is quite fulll
1 would now like to say a big thanks to everyone who tnok the
time and trauble to respond to my article on Women in History -
unfortunztely mistitled 'Whers are the Ladies ' ! but, faortunately
re-printed in last ne@sletter - THANK YOU! The replies have been very
interesting and pointed to a definite need for more infarmation an
these issues and a definite gap to fill as far as children's books
are coneesned. I'm holding back my article and booklist until the
next newsletter as I'm still collating and hoping far more replies.
Asfar as children's hbooks go the Letterbox Library still seems the
best bet hy fat and those of yau near London , the Fawcett Library
specializes in bz-oks by and about women. So please keep writing to
me and looking for books which give women back their rightful place
in History. Letterbox Library adc¢ress:8, Bradbury St, London NIS 8JN.
And don't forget to mention my name!l
Clare Sheshan, 15, Pembroke St., Gloucester, GLI 4EG

Tel.(D452) 422376

By e s T




IMPORTANT NOTICE
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND VAT

Over the last 5 years we have been able to hold subscriptions at £10 per

year. E.0. has grown substantially in that time, from approximately 700 to

a current 2,000 members. One of the problems of growing so much, is that we
find ourselves liable to charge V.A.T. Indeed, due to lack of advice on the
subject from the previous auditors, and the misconception on the part of
the 'officers' that as a 'charity' it wouldn't affect ®.0,, we find we
should have registered well over a year ago. This has now been coped with,
but we find ourselves liable to a fairly substantial bill for the tax on all
our memberships! This could come to nearly £4,000 to date, though we hope it
will be a lot less.

Now, we are in the position where we have to increase the subscription.
At the A.G.M. at Featherstone we were alarmed to find ourselves in sucr a
financial situation, and a new price structure was decided upon.(see minutes)
However, since contact with the 'V,A.T. officer' and a more complete assess-
ment of all our costs and commitments the Steering Committee has revised the
"sub.' to the lesser sum of €12-50 per year. This will take effect from lst.
January 1989. New members will pay the same fee, but will ne longer have
extra publications included in their subscription.

Increases over the years in the price of printing, paper and postaze mean
that the newslagtter's price (included in your subscription) has hal to be
increased to £1-25, Some other publications were also being sold at cost,or
loss, and are repriced also. o, 'School Is Not Compulsory', 'Early Years'
and 'Later Years' are now £2-50 each to members.

Those of us who pay by standing order will be receiving a new form to sign
and return., I'm afraid that if the new form isn't returned, it will reduce
the number of newsletters you receive. This does not affect pmople who can't

pay the full sub.; they will still be able to negotiale a reduction,

To maintain this comparatively low increase we, as an organisation, are
relying on everyone,who can afford it,making a small, one=off donation, so
that the money for pust V.A.T. will not have to be found rrom current sub-
scriptions, do, PLEASE send cheques etc., to me, as Acting Treasurer, payable

to 'Bducation Otherwise VAT Donation'. PLEASE don't put it off and PLEASH

don't forget.

Bruce Wallace, 2% Niabaig, by Achnasheen, Hoss-shire, 1V?7 7HE
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) ETTERS

We joined EO at the beginning of this year, minds already half-
way made up that Charlotte, now 4%, should continue to leam at home
rather than enter school in January '89., In the past months we have
made some great friends and want first to say a tgank you for the
support we have already received, in particular from opr co-ordinator
Karen Hazel and her family, from Steph, Peter, Michael and Rosie in
Chesterfield, and further thanks for the encouragement I have receiv
—-ed during telephone calls to various E@ers over the past few monthse.

I think we have all leamed a great deal already from the
gatherings we have attended this year at Unstone Grange ( thanks te
the person who provided the unction for Heather's bee-sting i ) and
at Elvaston Castle, and are enthusiastic for more of the same, but I
have been prompted to write this because I wonder if there might be a
place in EO for 2 new members helpline/support group / information

oint or whatevers I have spoken to families like ourselves, with
heir eldest child just approaching "sehool age™ who are still
hesitant about whether education otherwise will be right for them,
mainly because of lack of confidence about being outside " the gystem
and worries avout isolating the childs areas which old EOers wow have
already come to terms withe I wonder if meetings/contact with other
families who have reached this same point of in/decision would be
helpful ? We would be glad to have contact with anyone else(local

or otherwise) who feels that this is a fair description of their
state, and look forward to hearing any commentsecesses

LYNNE & MIKE GREENHOUGH
I8 PARK STREET
ALF PETON

DERBYS. DE5 TJE

P.S. Charlotte and Heather (2) would be delighted to answer any
letters from potential Pen Pals. Charlotte says she is 4%, and
interested in gymnastics. dancing, reading, animals € space.

Dear E.Qers, W

I have fcund the information in THE LATER (EAR3 very helpful as
glt?g;gh my Son,Colin is 12 ,ears old he wishes to take four GCSE exams
in .

Howaver, T have had a few problems with the addresses given in book.
The Internationa! Correspondence Schools. Do some good courses, but
non2 undar £99,.00p.

The Mational Extension College. Although wvery good and has a good
selection of subjects, costs between £115.00p and £125.00p.

The World-wide Education Service, only caters for children under 12
years old.

glam still waiting to hear from two others. One of them the Examiner
an.

The Examining Boards, will contact you quicker 1if you 'phone the
Publication Department and ask for a 1list of syllabuses and passed
papers. They then send you a list in which you mark the items you
require,send your maoney with the aorder.

Has anyone any suggestions; please.

Colin wants to take Maths, English, Physics, and of-course his most
important subject Computer Studies.

Thank you. Jan Taylor, !, Bodiam Close, Enfield, Middx. ENl 3HZ.

I




Are there any Roman Catholic EOers out there who could recommend
or let me have (I'11 pay any reasonable price), any books, pamphlets
etc. on the Catholic Faith. Any information will need to be very basic
as I have no Knowledge of catholicism and very little of the Bible.

I am interested in the history of the church, what Romen Catholics
believe, how they worship and how thw Pope fits into things.
Please contact;

Helen Graham,

46, Salthouse Road,

Barrow-in-furness, Dear €O,

Cumbria, LAG4 2AG I'm a new member off0, my

Tel: 0229 37706 name is Kim and I would be
grateful for some response to

my letter.

At present myself, Lucas,7,
and Rowan,I5 months, are living
in a flat in Luton. Due to no
known E.Ders in Luton and financial
restrictions we are worried about
becoming isolated when Lucas is due
to come out of state schooling in

'89.

We would like to move to Sheffield
Could anyone put us in touch with
Housing Co~ops, Land Co-ops,
private house to rent or someone
with land to rent where we would be
able to live in a caravan/bus.

Thanks!
Kim
Dear EO, 7S, Hilltop Court,
We have recently moved Downs road,
to this area. We have three Lutan
children aged 4%, 3 andIl. Beds.
We would be pleased to hear Tel. (0582) 451387

from other E0 members nearby.
Della and George Knight,
2, Park Close,

‘\.\ 4
Dunkeswell Abbey, é? ?

= 53
“\%\/K\%ﬁ%ﬂ W

WaNTED

Does anyone have & copy of BBec Teachers Notes for THR AUSTRA=-
LIA FROJECT , which they would be willing to sell or lend to uJ?
HILARY FORSTER 3, Hendrick Drive, Chepstow. MPS 7EL.
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Dear EQ,

We are new members to E0, and we would like to take this
opportunity if I may, to thank Jane YWoolfe for all her help and
adwice. We read an article of Jane's in our local newspaper, which
was great.

we have six children, and the only regret we have is not knowing
about E0 before three of my clder children left school, but because of
EQ0 we can now let our three younger children enjoy education at home,.

I have enclosed some of my poems about schools today. May 1 =a1so
say how much we enjoyed our first newsletter.
Joan Gouldbourn,
197, Litherland Road,
Bootle,
Merseyside L20 S5AU

Achild \M/

A child is born there's smiles all round
0 what a happy day,

But pretty soon he crawls then walks,
And then he's out to play,

1 dread the dazy when he starts school,
when I can hear him say,

"Mum ddao I have to go to schoal,

Can't I stay off today?"

Joan Gouldbourn.

Desr E0, \/OVO\/

Qur house is suffering from a bad case of "flatsurfacitis".

As soon as a bare flat surface is produced it is immediately covered
with outgrowths such as books, papers, lego models, crayons, games
etc. etc. etc. The floor is of course the largest area- gone are the
days when the hoover could essily push offending items into one
discreet corner!

Another problem arez is bonkshelves- we have not enough, but no m
more space to put them, Have you any brainwaves in this area? As a2
bookahalic getting rid of most is NOT 2 viable suggestion.

Can you suggest imaginative/entertaining ways of containing d
and perhaps even curing this disease?

Isobel Bogucki,
7, Derwent Drive,
Mitton,
Tewkesbury, GLZ0 BAZ

CUTSENAIRE RODS

T would be intereated to hear from anyone who has used, or is
using Cuisenaire Rods in their teaching of maths.I was introduced
to them at teacher training collsgs many moons agoand found them
quite pleasing ta han le but T can't remember mich about what
else we did with them.

Liss Hall Davey-Judgement Cottags, Laddington, Dymock , Glome

©




GUIDELINES FOR CO-ORDINATORS AND MEMSERS

What should 1 expect of a co-ordinator?

On becoming a co-ordinator for EO, one is issued with some guidelines.
These are very helpfull but one socn learns that members may have
entirely the wrong idea about what a cn-ordinator does and what an
ordinary member(if such a person exists) can do.

Most likely, the first person you make contact with will be your
co-ordinator. She/he should have a working relationship with the LEA
and be able to advise you as to your LEA's general attitude to home
educators. Most will also have their own experience of home education
to draw on. However they are nog experts or professional teachers or
lawyers, neither can they make decisions on your behalf. You may find
them willing to be with you if you have a visit from your LEA.

Wwhere possible tphone/contact your co-ordinator at reasonable times and
enclose a S.a.e. with correspondence.

The co-ordinator cannot be expected to do everything that is needed
in your area. They are really only a contact point. They may organise
local meetings and outings but anyone and everyone is welcome to get
stuck in and organise whatever in their area - it is best to keep your
co-ordinator informed of course.

Don't sit about waiting or complaining, get stuck in and help.
what could you do? Here are some ideas: set up a local resources centre,
offer to contact others or organise a meeting or a fund-raising activity.

After all, the local group is your group. You Know hest what you
would like to see happen.

Jan White and Sue Lyans

Dear E.Qers,

1 have only been a member of E.O for a few months, but 1 am puzzled.
Why do we not have a Chairman 2 ar a ‘Famous' President, a figure head?
1f our aims are to met, re-affirm that parents have the responsibility
for their childrens education etc, why are we not,as a group lobbying

and campaining for a change in the unfair section of the law that gives
us all so many problems ? Do we lobby ? Why have the tables not been
turned ? example, we as parents under the 1944 Education Act have to
ensure that our children are educated to their age,ability and
aptitude by school or otherwise. If the LEA are not providing this
service for your child for what ever reason, can we not take them to
court for failing our children ? Has E.O got a legal #und to help
famillies in that situation ? Why do we sit by and allow the LEA not to
de-register ? Knowing that the school you have just removed your child
$rom is still getting paid to teach your child eventhough you are doing
it. T am sure Anne Wade is saying, because they have the POWER. But any
larg=s group has the POWER, do they not ?

All this costs money, so why do we not have SpoOnsors ? People are
always interested in other peoples battles.

Education Otherwise was formed to help people, this i3 does, I know.
But I cannot help feeling that we could all do a lot more, a lot more.

Finance is always a problem, why is it that we do not get grants, after
all we pay for our childrens education in our Rates.

1 do have more ideas, but I would like ta know the thoughts and
${eelings of other E.Oers before I make them. I would be very interested
in hearing from anyone with comments, for or against, either through
this Newsletter or OTHERWISE.

JAN TAYLOR, 1, BODIAM CLOSE, ENFIELD,MIDDX. ENI 3HZ.
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SCIENCE, EVOLUTION AND CREATIONISM

A response to the article 'The History of Life'
by Edwina Theunissen in Newsletter 62

The quotations in Edwina Theunissen's article by creationists

raise issues not only of the controversy between evolution and
creationism, but also of the nature of science and of how children
should be taught about these things. Some quoted passages seriously
misrepresent the nature of science in their support of creationism.
Since an understanding of the nature of scientific theories and of
scientific progress is fundamental to a scientific education it is
important to get these things right. The quotation by G. H. Harper
from the School Science Review illustrates well what I mean.

"Where a theory antagonistic to evolutionism is offered to
pupils, it is generally "“Special Creationism", which
postulates the direct creation of species by a supernatural
act of God, who thus intervenes in the otherwise law-regulated
processes of nature. The theory is usually dismissed by
science teachers on the grounds that it is not scientific or
that it involves supernatural causes. However, I don't think
anyone would seriously argue that it can be shown to be false
[my emphasis]. Even if metaphysical it might be true."

What Harper fails to do here is to show why scientific explanations
are always to be preferred to metaphysical ones. A scientific
theory, by definition, is one that is testable and therefore
capable of being falsified. Untestable theories are unscientific or
‘metaphysical'; believe them if you wish but don't pretend you are
doing science. Why is falsifiability so important? Just think of
the state of our understanding of the world if it was not the very
essence of science: an ever increasing number of competing
theories, endlessly debated by 'scientists', with no possibility
that any of them could be rejected. Progress would be at a
standstill.

Harper supports creationism with the argument that no one "would
seriously argue that it can be shown to be false". But that's just
the point! If it can't be shown to be false it is useless -
literally - as a theory. What about the claim that “even if
metaphysical it might be true"? Well, of course, 1t might be true
(anything might be true) but in deciding between alternative
explanations for any phenomenon the only rational course is to
accept the most likely explanation. And the most likely explanation
is the one that has been most rigorously tested and that has best
withstood the challenge of those tests. Evolution by natural
selection, for example, is the most likely explanation for the
diversity of species on this planet. Untestable explanations - such
as creationism - are clearly at the bottom of the list in terms of
acceptability. And this is exactly how science works. Science is
not the accumulation of 'facts', held to be incontrovertibly true
for all time. Rather, at any time any field of science has a number
of competing theories, one of which stands up best under the tests
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so far devised and consequently, for the time being, is the most
likely explanation for the phenomenon. Next week, next year, things
may change; a new test or a new hypothesis may alter the balance of
likely explanations and make a new theory the best candidate. Of
course, scientists don't always agree on which theory is best
supported by the evidence, but such conflicts are inevitably
resolved as new findings emerge. Metaphysical disagreements can
never be resolved in this way.

Creationists have brought arguments (within the realms of science)
against the theory of evolution by natural selection, and in
support of creationism, but these arguments are, frankly, worthless
(see, for example, Philip Kitcher's book Abusing Science: the case
against creationism [Milton Keynes: Open University Press, 1983]).
Don't be fooled either by ‘scientific creationism'; the adjective
‘scientific' was intended to get the subject taught in the science
classes of American schools. Scientific creationism is Jjust
creationism. More positively, read Richard Dawkins' The Blind
Watchmaker (Harlow: Longman, 1986) for a brilliant account of the
power of natural selection to explain the evolution and diversity

of life.

A scientific view of the world may not necessarily be incompatible
with a belief in God but it is incompatible with a belief in
creationism. One can believe in God for many reasons but it is not
necessary to invoke a supernatural agent to explain the existence
of life on earth. The problem for believers in the twentieth
century is that belief is becoming rapidly redundant as our
understanding of the origin of the universe is pushed back tc
within an eyeblink of the start of it all. For the scientist
believer God's works are becoming fewer and fewer and the claims
for a supernatural agent in the universe may ultimately have to be
relinquished altogether. This would leave a Ged with nothing to do.

What lessons does all this have for education? When it comes to
educating our children about the nature of the world about them let
us teach them to be scientists; to be open minded, to approach
jdeas critically, te think logically and to examine the evidence.
Teach a belief in God too, if you wish, but don't confuse the two.

John Lazarus
Stannington, Northumberland
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Dear EO,

Edwina Theunisson's article on alternatives to evolution
in the October Newsletter raises many issues. May I, as a prof=-
essional biologist who teaches and researches into evolution,
make some comments.

Tike many teachers of evolution, I do discuss alternative
explanations with students, and have used the article by Harper
mentioned by Edwina Theunisson ( he also wrote a paper called
'Darwinism and indoctrination', School Science Review 59, 258-
268 which is worth reading) as a means of challenging students
attitudes and knowledge. It is all too easy simply to accept
what teachers, or parents for that matter, say, rather than to
think for yourself., I do hope that Edwina does not teach her
children creationism as the only reasonable explanation of the
origin of species in the worlde.

However, it would be unfortunate if non-biologists amongst the
EO Newsletter readership got from Edwina's article the impression
that there is serious doubt over the occurrence of evolution,
amongst the scientific community. There are some who challenge
aspects of the idea (Sir Fred Hoyle is one not mentioned. in
Edwina's paper) but the overwhelming magority of geologists and
biologists accept as a clearly observable set of facts that the
Earth is many millions of years old, and that for much of that
time, a process of biological evolution has been proceeding.

As in any healthy branch of science, aspects of evolution are
areas of considerable debate - for example, whether or not
natural selection is the main means of change - but the occurrence
of evolution is not one of them.

The general public, however, is another matter, and Edwina is
not alone in rejecting evolution., As a science educationalist, I
am interested in why people come to reject some scientific ideas
and to accept others: evolution is only one such idea, the link
between smoking and lung cancer is another which is patchily
acceptede.

I have compiled a questionnaire on this issue, to be completed
by different groups of people. EO members would make an interest-
ing group, since membership of EO implies an independence of mind
that would be useful in this contexte

If you would like a copy of the questionnaire ( analysis of
returns will be entirely anomymous) , please write to the address
below, stating the number of copies you would likes

Roger Downie

30 Hillhead Stay
GLASGOW G12 8P4
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Dear EO,

May I express my strong protest against the extensive use of October's
newsletter, by its editor, as a vehicle for disseminating her religious
fundamentalist views on evolution, and her salting the NL with her
religious quotations.

Most past editors have wisely limited their role to editing, editorial
comment and interesting autobiographical sketches. We have appreciated
and become accustomed to our editors' restraint and resistance to
succumbing to self-indulgence.

Referring to October's creationist spree, it is surely the minimum
requirement that a person have, and demonstrate, some good level of
understanding of important ideas before condemning them or boosting
those who would attack those ideas.

Talking of what is scientific (see p 16 Oct NL) how can it be held to be
scientific, or indeed honest, as was done in the mocking illustration on
pp 16-17, to present reconstructions, which are now universally
recognised as examples of earlier anatomical ignorance or fraud, as
illustrations of the bases of modern, scientific human evolutionary
theory. The "Neanderthal Man" was based on remains of an aged
individual badly bowed and deformed by arthritis, but mistakenly
presented as a healthy specimen of its type, thus giving rise to the
common misconception of our possible ancestors as hunched, shuffling
brutes. A case of deliberate fraud was "Piltdown Man" based on a
mischievously constructed composite artefact of human skull and

orang utan lower jaw "found" in 1912,

Religious belief and faith remain important facets of most of our
cultures; but, whatever satisfaction and comfort they may bring, let
them not compromise our rationality or make us intellectually biased
or dishonest, to ourselves or to others, when observations and new
findings don't fit our preconceived ideas.

Maybe it needs to be stated that a theory of evolution, or any theory,
is only a theory. It is not definitive and does not claim to be
incontrovertible law, Theories are necessarily built on "unproven
hypotheses" (p 17 Oct NL), A hypothesis, by definition, is always
necessarily unproven, and one wonders about the scientific credentials
of someone who seems unaware of this. There have to be premisses on
which theories are founded, and ultimately everything is open to
question or different interpretation.

It is the responsibility of true scientists, or seekers of wisdom, to
confirm, challenge, disprove, improve or provide better alternative
explanations of what happened, or will happen, and why, to search out
logical or perceptual flaws and suggest better models of reality to
work with, If we consider the proposed theory that the universe

was created by some supernatural being which created a man, then, as
an afterthought, to relieve the man's loneliness, fashioned a fully-
formed woman from part of the man's body, it would rightly be expected
that the proposer provide some evidence more rigorous than someone
else's uncorroborated opinion to support that theory, and quite proper
for others to put forward more rational and evidentially tenable
theories of human and cosmic origin,.
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Darwin and other students of evolution have never claimed, as the
illustration falsely implied, that humankind descended from monkeys.
Darwin did speculate that we humans, and all other primates, share
common ancestors, Chimpanzees and gorillas, which are not monkeys
but apes, are now considered to be humankind's closest surviving
relatives, Around 99% of the genetic material, which determines

our individual characteristics, in every living human cell, is common
to that found in chimpanzee cells, It is that tiny 1% difference
which makes us human and chimpanzees chimpanzees, This remarkable
new knowledge is a rich source for further speculation, and it should
enhance and nourish our wonder about our origin and our existence,

The creationist view of reality, in this particular case, posits a
divine being which, according to its own texts, drowned all
terrestrial life, including men, women and children; all except for
one nuclear family and their selected wildlife, spared from the horror
of the first case of genocide ever, 01d ideas of lethal retribution
and hideous revenge are not what our humanity needs for peace and
good will to flourish on our earth, If T had any belief in a divine
creator I certainly would not relish a being which practised and
abetted cruel, vindictive and vengeful behaviour among its hapless
creations,

It is a sign of intellectual and spiritual health and growth to be
prepared to abandon cherished ideas and notions as they are superseded,
and replace them with better ones. The soft option of unquestioning
belief does not bring much credit, or hope of progress, to humanity.

We deserve, or at least we should demand, something better for ourselves
and our children, It is up to us how much effort we individually put
into searching for the truth, We don't all have the keen curiosity,
dedication or circumstances of Charles Darwin, We may find it easier
simply to take on trust what we read or what others tell us is s0, but
let us not attack those who do use our common inquisitiveness and reason
to explore and come to what may be novel or unexpected conclusions.

Our, and our children's, powers of reason are so precious; let us

think and consider deeply before we set about surrendering or
suspending them in the name of religion or any other belief system,

Finally, to redress the balance of creationist book reviews, may I
recommend the following books:

"The Young Scientist Book of Evolution" publ, Usborne, Very readable,
Books by Peter Medawar, full of wisdom, humour and advice for young,
and not so young scientists, Your local library,

"The Illustrated Origin of Species" by C. Darwin, publ, Faber and Faber,
"Origin of Species" Brit, Mus. (Nat Hist), publ Cambridge Univ, Press,
"The Making of Mankind" by Richard l.eakey, publ. Abacus.

"Human Origins" by Richard leakey; for children.

“"Man's Place in Evolution" publ, Brit, Museum (Natural History),

"lLife on Earth" by David Attenborough,

Rajan Naidu, 21 Hilltop House, 117 Hornsey Lane, London, N6 SHW
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY BODK.
published by Floris Books, 2
21, Napier St., Edinburgh

1 can thoroughly recommend this collection of Bstories which sre
grouped into sections relating to Advent, At the Birth of the Child,
The Christmas Night, Christmas in all the World and From Christmas
to Epiphany. There are stories from such countries as Russia, Holland
Germany, Norwasy, Ireland ss well as & few Biblical extracts.

Though several relate to the legends and happenings surrounding the
birth of Christ, many are set in quite different situations such as
a Japenese POV camp, Siberia during the second World War or present
day Irelsnd - oftgn having the theme of Christ's continued presence
amongst ws and the way in which his influence in the world is

exerted througch the power of prayer and love - frequently through the
actions of the very poor or very young.

The tales are besutifully told - not in & didactic or
sentimentsl way, but in language which is clesr and simple yet has
depth and rsonance. As the Irish storyteller says: "Now ye have
something in your head to fetch home with ye."

At first sight the price of £12.95 could seem off-putting
but it is a thick book (427 pages-pleasant type-face but severzl
mistakes) containing stories that appesl to a wide age range =
6 years up to adult - and would last e family for many years.

Jackie fFeernley
tphone Whitby 85507 or 820217
if any cueries etc.

SCIENCE SCEME SETTERS PRIMARY SCIENCE TOPICS
FROM ERITISH GAS.

Avsilable from:British Gas Ed. Service P.0. Box 46, Unit 15,
Haslemere Estste, The Parkway, Hounslow, Middx.
Twd 6NF

The Science Scene Setters Pack, is s boxed set of folders on the
following topics:- Air, Flight, Forces,Heat, Qurselves, Water.
Each topic folder contains a comprehensive Teacher's guide booklet
which gives advice and background information on each of the cards.
The teacher's guides are well-written and give confidence to use the
cards ever if you weren't confident about science before reading
them!

Each topic has 10 topic cards (laminated surfaces). A topic
card has a large colour picture for discussion and introduction.
The reverse side follows up with an experiment to do, plus other
things to and questions, Instructions are very clear, and good
illustrstions.

The Scene Setters Pack has been well thought out and is in
a style that captures the interests of young children. However,
it would be expensive for E0 families at a cost of £33 for the set,
It would be possible to shere the pack between families as each
topic folder hass 3 copies of each card and the pack contains an
omnibus book of the teachers guides.

we are thoroughly enjoyving using these cards and there is no
need to follnw the cards in any particular order. Children could
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work on their own with many topics, and most equipment and materials
are found in the home.

NGt NG N NI

THE YOUNG GEDGRAOHER INVESTIGATES SERIES:-
VOLCANOES AND EARTHQUAKES.
by Terry Jennings Oxford University Press £2.50 (SB)

A brightly illustrated book, with besutiful photographs, maps
and diagrams, with interesting , informative text.

The book has sections on "things to do" and "things to find out”,
as well as guestions to answer. There are experiments to do such as
growing crystals, making a model underwater volcano and toffee making!
We have enjoyed all the books in the series and highly recommend this
book as well as all of the others inthe series.Excellent value for
maney.

H. Forster, 3 Hendrick Drive, Chepstow, Gwent.

B S S AN
PUFFIN PLUS PUFFIN PLUS PUFFIN PLUS PUFFIN PLUS PUFFIN PLUS

Penguin's attempt to attract teenage readers has resulted in a very
mixed bag of modern fiction and some useful non-fiction. You will
notice the distinctive black trimmed covers in bookshops and will want
to browse yourselves and make your own discoveries. The following are
ones that I can recommend:

The Village ByThe Sea by Anita Desa:

Set in India, this is a very powerful .and moving story of a young brother
and sister who struggle to save their family from destitution. I was
fascinatedby the description of modern Indian peasant life and by the
sensitive account of the children's achievement.

The Wave by Morton Rhue:

This gripping t=le of an American High School is based anan incicent
that occurred in California in 1969, "For three years afterwards
according to the teacher, Ron Jones,noone talked about it.'It was,'
he said, 'One of the mast frightening avents I have ever experienced
in the classroom.'"™ In this retelling we see the reactions of Laurie
Saunders as her classmates turn from ordinary teenagers into fanatics
who can no longer think for themselves.

Trooper Jackson's Story by Brian Thompsons:

A young Yorkshireman enlists in a crack cavalry regiment expecting

a life of glamour and adventure, But it is 1914 ant when war breaks
out Sam anon discovers how different and ghastly is the reality of
saldiering. The bgok is both exciting and thought-provoking.

Dther titles to lnok aut for: 'If it weren't for Sebastion' Jean Ure
'Three's A Crowd' Jennifer Cole.

Non=-fiction title's recommended;

Cn Your Bike By Merry Archard - brilliant ideas for spare-time earning.

Drugs: Why say No? by Venora Leigh.
whose Side are You On ed. by Martyn Forrester.

Helen Holland




HOW TOM BEAT CAPTAIN NAJORK AND HIS HIRED SPORTSMEN
by Russell Hoban, ill. Quentin Blake
Picture Puffin (paperback).

Ty
This could almost be a parahle for EQers, and has long been a favourite in
our family. Tom lives with his stern aunt, Miss Fidge Wonkham-Strong, who
insists that he eat his mutton and cabbage-and-potato sog. She strongly di sapproves
of the fact that Tom is always fooling around ('looks very like playing to me...
you play too much.'). She threatens him with Captain Najork, whose trousers
are always freshly pressed, who teaches fooling-around boys the lesson they so

badly need.
Tom continues to fool around, low and muddy fooling around and high and wobbly
fooling around,.. sc Captain Najork forces him to play womble, muck and

sneedball, in that order. But Tom is so experienced by now at fooling around in
various ways that he wins all the games,and heads off to the next town, where
he advertises for a new aunt, laying down his own conditions this time.

Anyone who enjoys Russell Hoban's quirky sense of humour, sparky intelligence
and fresh use of language will also love his other books: some are perhaps
already familiar, like the 'Frances' books (BREAD AND JAM FOR FRANCES, A BARGAIN
FOR FRANCES, etc.); but don't miss THE MOUSE AND HIS CHILD, which is wonderfully
funny, thoughtful, philosophical ('beyond the last visible dog') and extremely
moving - more suited to older readers, say 10 -12s, and adults who will love the
word play.

Boblie Whitcombe /\N\

The Three R's At home by Howard an¢ Susan Richman, published by and
aveilsble from Pennsylvanie Homeschoolers, R.D.2, Box II7,Kittanning,
P4 16201, USA (£5.95 cheque or internztional money order - surface mail
Adc £3 for sirmail).

This bookhas been written jointly by & mother and father about the
way in which they have tzught their four children at home. Susan tzlks
sbout her own experiences ant quotes a lot from her gurnzl on the
chidren's development. Howard adde (in bold type so you cen tell who
is raying what) his obeervationsfrom his professionsl work (he hes a
phd in educaticn) end hie interviews with many homeschooling families.
The bock is easy to read, interesting and even inspiring, full of
stories anc specific exzmples to i{llustrate the author's basic teret -
that homeschocling can be 2 shared adventure of lesrning. &s Howard
says, it is "cirected to people who sre slready homeschonling ant want
to think about how they cen do it better." Highly reccommended.

Helen Holland
Bachelor's Mead
Horton
Nezr Devizes
Wiltshire SNIO 3NB




MY MACIC ACTIVITY EONOK -Studio Fublicetions -paperbzck at £1.50

My 5% year old daughter szw thiz hook in sur local bockshop and
weznted it so much that she ssked me if che could earn the money

to buy it. She gaily did the dryinc up and putting away for &

few deys end then proudly purchased the book with her accummulated
savings. From past experience of magic trick books, 1 thought she
would be disappointed.However, some of the tricks sre very simple
to do en¢ very convincing.Within a day, she had learnt, with my
assistance, to make a coin vanish under z gless, to make a hole in a
postcard bic enough to walk through, to make knots disappesr in a
msgic tube etc..... Some of the tricks were complete failures, and
some were either too clumsy or too complicated. Neverthless, Dulcie
geinecd such pleasure and satisfaction from bz=ffling her friends and
family with the successful tricks, that I would reccommend this
book to any aspiring young magicians.

RN

DRAWIRG WITH CHILDREN by MONA BRODKES
£7,95 Angus& Robertson 1987

A superb book for all ages if you want to feel more confident in
your artistic ability and increase your personsl satisfaction.
There is no 'right' or 'wronc' way to draw - five basic shapes, dot,
circle, streight and curved line and angle line. Combine to form all
objects, Thave always considered myself to be non-artistic - I never
drew for funm - but I have really enjoyed producing some quite
passable pictures. I am hoping my new found enthusissm will be
absorbed by the children.

Isobel Bogucki,

After last months "History of Life"™ article, & number of people
reccommended the following book - "Life,How did it get here, by
Evolution or Creation?". Unobtainable from bookshops but if you
would like a copy send a contribution towards postage to: -
Lynda Welsh, 29, Littleport Spur, Slough, Bucks, SLI 3JD.

On the same theme, Mrs.& Mr. A.J. Thompson say that a list of
pamphlets are available for I0p each from:
Creation Science Movement, S0 Brecon Avenue, Cosham, Portsmouth

PD6 2AW.




CHEMI'STRY FOR FTRST EXAMINATIONS (EHlackie) L.D.R.Wilford
Fo additional materials or aquipment regired. Stacked with
colour photos and diagrams. Fublished in I987 Caosting 8.70 im I988.

MATHEMATICS IN ACTION series(Blackie & Chambers) by MaTHEMATICS
IN oCTION groupe There are Pupils Books, Teachers answer
Books, ~ssessment Books. = Paplils books cost around 5.00 esach 1m
I988, and there are books I, 2, 3., 3B, 4., 4B intended for
secandary schoolse

SOFTWARE RECOMMENDATTIONS

Avaflabls from Riciditt Educational Medim, Iltom, Ilminster, Somerset.
who produce a directory for Primary and §eeondn~y t0 ~adalt amd

have & place in londom where previews are possible. We are usimg
Fote Invaders by Chalksoft for mad misic : Identify
Birope by Kosmos : Eiffel Tower by for French vocabulary
(fur) -also The French Mistress level B for French Grammsr : The
Grammar Tree by Sulis for English Grammmar :© also the database om

the answer Back Quiz by Kosmos onto which are loaded Factfiles

such as English words or arithmetic.

RANALD ROBERTSON 22 Netherga#e South, Crail, anstruther, Fife.

ASOUT BOOK REVIEWS

Thank you to those who took the trouble to answer my request for
opinions in the August newsletter. It seems clear that others share
my view of the frustrations involved in the pressnt system

and that we should indeed go bdack to the old system 2f people sending
in reviews of books they found interesting or important. Then, if

and when somsbody with the time and energy comes forward ta take on
the work involved, we could consider whether we want 2 twice or
thrice yearly supplement devoted to books. this means that T will

not be fielding any more requests for books to publishbers, but I
shall try to keep op connections made with various firms until we
have taken a firm decisicn about what we want to do. Thus, in effect,
1 am resigning as Book Revizws Secretary. Phew!

Helen Holland, Bachelor's Mead, Horton, nr. Devizes, viltshire,
SNIO 3NB. Tel, 038 086 344

SCHOOL TAUGHI «E

School taught me

To write my name,

To reclite the answers
To feel ashamed

TO stand in corners,
To wait in line,

To kiss the rod,

Toe be on time,

and trust in God.

To make me a model citizen,
That was their goal.

Well T don't know about that
But it was useful training
For a career

On the dole.

Poem: LEON ROSSELSON
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GLOBAL CO-OPERATION FOR A BEITER WORLD
The aim of Global Co-operation is quite simply to create a

"better world" and that starts with you. It starts with jour
vision of a "better world", your ideas and then your practical
actions to make it happen.--—- First using your positive ideas
formilate your vision: write it, paint it, draw it, film it,
dance it, sing it, act it or meditate ite=== Secondly- make
something happen! Turn your vision into reality- even if it's
only in a small way - it's astart. -— Thirdly = send your
vision to the Global Co-operation Bank which will be present-
ad to the United Nations for appropriate use in the Creation

of a Better World.
More information may be obtained from: National Co-ordinating

Office, 28, Baker St. London, WIM 4DF. Fhone: QOI=-4874634
Love POPP{ GREEN I5, Ballevue, Clifton, Bristol. BS8 IDB.

A TIckleINe  MNAHTNE To STaf VVals
\73 PL? > 84 Octopey V188

I he P(!lg with the &eg;bhpv
and, JawanL_mﬁLQ___ﬂlLiﬂmy——Mim-
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CCSE News

GCSE Contact List

In order to stimulate a wider exchange of exper:ence and information, I have
taken tae bold st:p of publisniuy tlie G.C.3.E. contact list for all to see as I
believe there are far more people involved in G.C.S.E. than actually get round
to writing to me for inclusion in and a copy of the list.

The exam boards mentioned after people's addresses are either their 'home!'
board or one that they are opting to be examined under. Where they are underlined,
it indicates that the person concerned has actually been in touch with the board
and is acting as a co-ordinator for information about that board. That doesn't
mean you can't get in toucnh with that board yourself, but that you can talk to
someone who nas done some groundwork.

I'm sorry that I have not included information about the children actually
sitting the exams, but most of that information was not up to date, nor was the
list of subjects people were interested in.

Sue Stepnenson

EDUCATION OTHERWISE GCSE CONTACT LIST

Sally Orrell - Hayring Cottages, Nenthead, Alston, Cumbria. Tel: 0498 B1654
N.E.A. Experience of National Extension College Courses.

" Dietlinder Bartram - 61 Mumford Road, West Bergholt, Colchester, Essex.

Tel: Colchester 242164 after 4 p.m. LEAG and SEG.

Anat Kamenka - 62 Guthrum Place, Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 4QD.
Tel: 0325 310109. LEAG.

Mrs. S.M. Nolan - 103 Lon Afallen, Trelafren, Newtown, Powys, SY16 1PX.
Tel: 0686 28481. WJEC.

. Val Yates - 2 Meadow Close, Mundesley, Norfolk, NR11l BLW. Tel: Mundesley 720677

SEG and LEAG. Experience of N.E.C. Courses and Wolsey Hall Courses.

Bette Paul - Higham House, Old Higham, Derbyshire, DE5 6EH. Tel: 0773 835249
MEG. Bette is a home tutor.

Betty Ball - 1 Fenton Road, Warboys, Huntingdon. Tel: O48T 822083
MEG .

Sue Stephenson - 1 College Road, Barrow-on-Humber, South Humberside, DN19 TED.
Tel: O469 30792. NEA.

- Susan Dent - 7 Windmill Crescent, Northowram, Halifax, HX3 7DG. Tel: QW22 205249

Examiner for SEG and MEG in Sociology.

T.J. Murphy - 22 Greenwich Avenue, New York City 10011, U.S.A.
Tel: 212-645-8562 (Summer months: Church Cottage, Magdalen, Kings Lynn,
Norfolk. Tel: 0553 810021)

Jane &« Nicholas Fuller - 109 Camden koad, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNl 2QY.
Tel: 0892 41332.

Brian & Diane Dobby - 15 The Flashes, Gnosall, Staffs., ST20 OHJ.
Tel: 0785 822034. NEA or MEG.
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. Peter Towey - 7 Bingham Street, London NL. Tel: O1 226 9196
Teacher, able to give help and advice in History and Humanities.

. Alvena Hillier - 8 Church Park, Kingston, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 UQB.
Son has taken several GCSEs through LEAG.

- Hazel Clawley - 26 Taywood Drive, Small Heath, Birmingham, 810 ODB.
Tel: 021 772 7165

* Jackie O'Neil - 3 Overton Road, Sheffield, S6 1WG. Tel: 0742 344697
LEAG, NEA.

* Kate Robinson - 91 Lustrell's Crescent, Saltdean, Brighton.

* Helena McHowell - 32 Grove Street, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire.
Tel: 0926 312959. MEG.

Mike and Sue Lyle - Maenllwyd, Llangynog, Carmarthen, Dyfed, SA33 5JA.
Work for Development Education Centre with small residential study centre
which will offer concentrated GCSE courses if tnere is the demand.

* Jim & Chris Collins - Brambletye House, 3 Clovelly Road, Hayling Island,
Hants., PO11 05D. Tel: 0705 461912. Experience of NEC courses.

- Joan Hoare - 25 Moor Oaks Road, Broomhill, Sheffield, S10 1BX.
Tel: 0742 343519. Experience NEC course(s).

Valerie Simmons - 53 Patriocks Copse Road, Liss, Hants., GU33 7DW.

&W

You and ke

You give no respect (
To those you expect

Cannot share your ways;

Whose beset days

You impositione.

$o8 88" 80" Rnod Bmpatiy

To those whose hcka
You paste the cracksa

Of your positiom.

Sure I am unable,
Determined to disable,
Disown my mind

Exile from gou.r kind ,
Thats your dis position.

But th body and tongue he fettered,
True wisdom nas you betfered;
Desgite malfunction and it's load
¥et soars clear of your road,
In it's own heavenly appositione.

John Swatridge (Syrs)
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THO'!\HTS OF A GCSE PARENT.

To studyfor it or not, that is the gestion!

If one parent says GCSE's are important and the other one feels that
your offspring should have a little more time to do things his or her own
way, what does one do? One compromises! Try and attempt 2 or 3 subjects
only,not 8 as in some schools.

It is hard enough thodgh, in spite of our choices of Boards, syllabi
etc. There is still going to be a lot of material you or your youngster
may think of as utterly useless. Maths is a good example. Arithmatic
was on offer with one or two boards, but has been withdrawn from SEG
since. And LEAG insist it can't be taken externally and therefore
won't give us the name of a school we could approach. Also they are
withdrawing the subject after June *'89.

0f course, testing and assessment mean a lot of different things to
different people and a cebate would go on ad infinitum.

I think one comment of our son, aged 14, just before taking European
Studies last year was rather telling:
nAll right, so we'll study the things required and try really hard
but afterwards, can we get back to doing things our way and enjoy our
studies again?"® "

Those of us who want to attempt some exams will have to be aware
that we may have ta force aurselves and our child to do and study
things we would otherwise not have done orat least have cdealt with them
in a different way. 1 think this gets harder the longer aone has been
out of the school system. I for one have certainly become far more
critical as far as exam requirements are concerned.

You may, for example, want your child to get a good all-round
knowledge of History. What is in fact required is knowledge of a certain
period only, say I600-1T750 AD. That, to my mind is very narrow indeed.

In a foreign language, the student may be able to communicate
perfectly well with native speakers. When it comes to the exam, only
certain parts are going to be tested. It seems to me that good all-
round knowledge is not required, and that the child is probably not
getting the marks he or she really deserve.

Time is alsa a crucial factor. Of course, last yeats GCSE students
were the guinea pigs, there is no doubt. And as Alvena Hillier put it
across so well in her article, the books weren't even ready at the
beginning of Autumn'87, there was little guidance, the groundwork
took a great part of our time, the schools weren't even sure what they
were doing, let alone whether they should take on external students.
Coursework had to be in by February. Hopefully everyone will benefit
from last year's experiences!

Referring to time again: When your youngster has been studying a
certain way and taken time to actually absorb knowledge and understand
a subject thoroughly, it does seem to take far longer than just
learning a few facts off by heart for an exam. There again we find a
coriflict of methods. What perents of younger children can gain from
this, is spreadin the chosen subject area over more than two years,
(we only had one year for Europ. Stucies). Get the syllabus you are
interested in and start early! Especially with English Language, y2u
could start reading some of the reccommended books,etc.

well, our boys passed their GCSE's (Ronnie3, Sven I so far, as he is
only just 15). So maybe the hassle was all whorthwhilel

Linde and Ron 3Bartram
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eo\ucdt]on thro'the %sress

It's the season for newapapers (among others) to ask how
peoples attitudes are changing to issues like education.

A concern about traditional values, a high regard for private
education and national curriculum and a conviction that
teachers are less dedicated than they were ten ysars ago-
these seem to be the trends.

So how do the newspapers themselves suggest we are bearing up
to educational changes ?

Opting out and in
ory plans to get schools out of the clutches of ldft-wing

councils have run into trouble. According to the Observer some
Tory-controlled councils may lose schools, while a hanchester
Labour borough has acted om the anxiety shared by others, and
intends to my a school site where parents want to opt out.
TELEGRAFPH

Parent Governors Ltd.

e curre crop of school governors include more parents- and
they have more power. A possible abuse of this power is
reported in the Guardian: a governor in Kent, it is claimed,
sent letters to parents promoting investment schemes thabt ais
company ran. Commerce alao
sneaks its way into the +oask fov a
clagsroom via teaching "‘m"“\g\ut Idovf’g Know
materials, according to the
National Consumer Goumcil.
%]%%ﬁ; A water safety

a nashamedly promotes
a particular brand of sweets'

i i
for example. %/ /
Learni Difficulties A /
The H:T"Inéisﬁ Dyslexia association f//“)
is reported(Telegraph)as N S

claiming that asg an I in 3 Y
dyslexic children get the a ) A /_;__./ /7 _‘/
apecialist help that can now

deal very effectively with the

conditione about 350,000 children

are estimated to have these reading difficulties.

r‘r' l"‘—" Teachers, too, can have learning
ey ; diftf.:imlty- if a Sunday Pimes survey
0 i = 9 :
Fere | | tRe "Rsha 1SR Y5 snaR1 AT RO 110180
. FETE | schoolchildren knew, they asked a
l-\-ghs‘. 2 o sample of teachers gquestions on carren
ToMBoLk! affairs etc. I3% of maths and science
INVESTMENT teachers didn't know what I5j ofilu.
o KDVICE! o was; the same percentage of all
3 teachers asked, could spell correctly

none of the three test words
(embariss ,satellite, harassment) etc.

At the other extreme of the learning
spectrum, the government has announced
plans to provide apecially trained
teachers to spot particularly gifted
children (one in ten) and allow them
to overtake their 1poers.

Who's kidding who
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Moral Zducation

From the beginning of October, all children at state schools
in England and Wales have to be given daily Christian prayers
~unless withdrawn by parents, or unless the school appeals
against it on the grounds that it has alot of non-Christian
papils (Lfelegra The I944 Act made no mention of Christian-
ity in it's da requirements. The Bishop of London welcomed
the change away Irom presenting a variety of faiths:'The imp=-
lication was that all religions were of equal validity. That
will not mow he the case. Children will be baught that Christi
-anity is our faith.' God help us. Meanwhile, secondary heads
have asked the government to include moral education in the
national curriculum~ but only to help combat classroom violence,

Constuctive Truanc

chools record as absent only those who don't show up for morn~
ing register,thus considerably under-estimating truancy,accor-
dind to an Institute of Economic affairs study. Seventy percent
of 4th and 5th year inner city students go in for regular post-
registration truancy (PRI'). The report claims they are not pr-
blem children; rather, they make a realistic assessment of
which lessons are good, which bad- then vote with their feet.
It suggoshs that schools should operate a free market with no
compaulsory lessonse This would, in turn, influence the
curriculum.

Edited by BRIAN GUIHRIE with contributions fram JANICE OWEN.

This sutumn the BBC has been inviting parents to phone in for
their list of publications which complement the various TV and
Radio schools programmes. Om doing so, and discovering how many
are now only available in packs of five, I wrote to the address
given in the august mewsletter, giving several good reasons why
this practice should be stopped or at the least be amended for
EO families.

In his latest corresgondence with me, alan rogers - Head of
School Broadcasting (Television) wrote the following:

™We have indeed had quite a few letters from others in your

situation and T have agreed with BBC IEnterprises that we will
send complimentary copies to those teaching their childrn at
home. Please ask any others you may know to write to me mentioning
any notes they would like which are unobtainable singly%

A Ltde
..lan Rogers (Head of Schools Broadcasting) BEC Enterprises
Villieggeﬂouse, Yoodlands,

Br a 80 Wood lLane,
ﬁ',‘iﬁﬁﬁ e Zher’ London WIZ2 OTT.

From: ROSEMARY CHARLES 6 Bridewell Street, Wymondtham, Norfolke.
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STORIES AND OTHER THINGS Supplement

One of the things with a young child is that their ability to
tell stories is coften way ahead of their ability to record them
on paper. No good is it, then, to encourage them to make up
marvellous tales only to dash them in their infancy on the rocks
of grammar and spelling. Continuous eraser marks can be so
depressing and damage the flow. It was this realisation that led
me to encourage Carly(8) to sometimes dictate her stories while
I scribbled them down as a more permanent record. With her last
effort, we covered a couple of pages a night, regularly going
back over the text so she could make any alterations she wanted.
Occasionally, I picked out something I felt needed attention
(maybe an inconsistency e.g. Big Ears was wearing green
underpants when he ran Noddy over, you've just made them blue.
Did he change them after the accident or did you mean to say
green? It was her choice to alter or not.) In the daytimes,
Carly worked enthusiastically on line drawings to accompany the
text, and when it was all finished, she word-processed much of
it, and I finished off. Eventually, the whole was photocopied
several times, bound, and the illustrations individually
coloured but all the same (like a "real" book, she insisted).
Besides having given copies to friends and family, and having
also given a copy to the LEA advisor (who said he would read it
at school and come back with the children's comments), Carly
also sent one to Roald Dahl. The response was extremely positive
and encouraging.

However, while it may be extremely satisfying for a child to
have a well-worked on and well-produced book of their own, on
their own bookshelf, it is equally important to recognise the
value of less polished, sometimes unfinished stories that the
child will happily write completely themselves, often stapling
together a few sheets of scrap paper - a totally different
product. Not all stories need to be written - indeed, some
entirely depend on their ability to change with each re-telling,
to suit not only the needs of the different audiences, but also
the mood of the teller. The ability to tell a good tale can be a
useful skill to acquire, in that it develops self-confidence and
a sensitivity to the needs of others, and something that is
important to a good many children, if not adults, social kudos.

There have been very few contributions to this supplement and
none at all from children. What our family would like toc do is
take part in an E.O. Round Robin tale, to be made available for
publication in a later newsletter: anyone who would like to take
part, please send us your name and address, and we will set the
ball rolling - you'll be sent the story so far, to which you
will then add your own sentence and mail on as soon as possible
to the next person on the accompanying list. All names and
addresses to us by the New Year please!

The Ramsays, I, Stanford Hills Cotts, Stanford-on-Soar,
Loughborough, Leics LEl12 5QL

One girl's vegeburger is.....

Myfi(7) and Charlotte(9) are to writing as vegetarians and meat
eaters are to food. Myfi will quite happily take an idea,
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develop characters and write in intimate detail about
circumstances, environments and objects in her stories,
sometimes so much so that the story is buried in the richness of
her description. She accompanies her novellas with equally rich
illustrations pulling in visual treats from her observation and
imagination. Charlotte, on the other hand, is a minimalist. Each
word is carefully chosen to end the story as quickly as
possible; her drawings, increasingly more freely expressed since
she left school, tell more of the story but are still rather
catalogues of her characters' possessions and environment
.....both approaches reflect their individual concerns and
histories. Both children observe keenly but Myfi is more into
words and Charlotte is into "action". Our approach is all the
richer for this difference. Here are some of the things we've
done :

a) The children love dressing up and acting (who doesn'td
.....they've initiated all sorts of stories with dramatic
content and outcomes - even musicals. We usually hear about
these theatrical delights when we receive an invitation to the
evening performance, signs up the stairs THIS WAY, QUIET PLEASE,
ADMISSION 10p!, followed by excited ushering to seats. They seem
to have picked up many of the conventions of theatre, working
out scripts, scene and costume changes, cue cards and
refreshments in the interval etc and occasionally they even
rehearse! Their last piece was called The Tango. We got to hear
about this one when the mother of one little friend came to ask
whether her son should wear "fancy dress" for the "event" that
afternoon.."Umm. What event?" It was no good, she had a ticket
to prove it, the girls and two other friends who were staying
had invited half the kids in the street! The garden was turned
into a pirate ship and desert islands and that afternoon
gomething approaching "South Pacific" and the "pirates of
Penzance" all rolled into one, took place before a small
audience. All we did (Frances and Kevin) was to sleep in that
morning and allow it to happen. They even made a profit out of
it., I don't know who taught them that!

b) Other times we've spent very entertaining and creative days
developing stories from imaginary maps.....developing the map,
story and characters as we've gone along, each of us throwing in
ideas, events etc as the story has unfolded. These "adventures"
have provided opportunities for imaginative writing, even
willingly for Charlotte! These two dimensional stories have also
left the paper and we've created dramatic enactments with
mixtures of Playmobil figures, ourselves dressing up and
traditional narrative storytelling. There are boardgames which
promote this kind of activity, we have one called Mystic Wood by
Gibsons Games which manages to do this without being gruesome.
¢) Cartoon bookS.....although neither children have read comics
as such they've used this as a popular way of telling a story.
d) We've also looked at photographs and pictures and pulled
stories from them - a good antidote to "I can't think of
anything to say".

e) Making stories, usually outrageously funny ones, out of
characters Myfi and Charlotte have invented.

£) Reinforcing and interpreting events, conversations etc after
an event has taken place, looking at the way people interact and
talk to each other - Michael Rosen has proved very popular for
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his approach to this both through his books and a recent Channel

4 TV programme.

g) Again following on from Michael Rosen.....narrative poetry.
h) Play with miniature figures, Playmobil, dolls etc which
encourage and activate the development of sequences of related
events and imaginary dialogue and then talking with the children
afterwards to find out what the story was.

i) Encouraging a synopsis of books and TV programmes etc. This
and the one above have proved good confidence boosters to
Charlotte who is now far more convinced she can tell a story -
we can cross the writing bridge when she is ready.....this
didn't happen at school.

i) Round Robin storytelling or making up joint stories, each
contributing a part to the whole in turn.

k) Using teaching stories, stories involving problem solving

(e.g. maths, science, decision making, mechanics etc) or
healing.

1) Most important of all, listening actively or passively as
appropriate.

The children now read before they go to bed so the bedtime
story has given way to these other things.....the story is the
vehicle for so many activities, providing frameworks, giving
meaning to the development of a wide range of other skills and
subjects, enhancing use of language, subtlety, observation,
thinking and critical analysis. It is not just in writing this
that we've realised how important stories and storytelling are
but perhaps we never realised how integral an activity it
is....of who we are....(what we eat and think) and how our
stories unfold.

Kevin and Frances Ryan.

Nancy Stewart writes:

Before a child begins to tell stories, there must be the seeds
of a story waiting to be told. There is of course a rich ground
of experience and imagination, but I think it is the fruition of
having been told lots of stories that sets a child onto
producing stories of his or her own.

Certainly in our experience the stories our children have most
enthusiastically launched into have been pretty directly
inspired by other stories they have loved. Thus we have "novels"
that are sequels to favourites they weren't ready to say goodbye
to: Leighton has written a Swallows and Amazons book, and we
have two sequels to Lord of the Rings, a Narnia book, and a
Hardy boys detective book. With less obvious antecedents, but
still faithful to the genre, we've also had a couple of science
fiction books produced.

Reading to our children has always ben one of the favourite
family times, but I think it helps for them to also have models
of how stories are created. On car journeys we have often taken
classic stories and retold them, with the children as main
characters; and on holidays one of the highlights has been their
father's nightly tales inventing "how local towns got their
names", or "Josie's adventures with Joan of Arc®” or "The night
Leighton saved Napoleon" on a French excursion. We have also
made books about trips, with photos and souvenirs, and a simple
narrative children could read.

Very early on we started encouraging the children to tell us




about their drawings and paintings, and we would write on it
anything they wanted recorded. So a two year old's scribble
would be adorned with a long tale about a rampaging lion, or
whatever was in his mind at the time. That soon progressed to
stapling paper together and making series of pictures that told
a story, and dictating the text. We had a very understanding
librarian who hardly batted an eyelid when one of our children,
at age four, presented her with one of these books to put with
the others in the library.

To help with fluency, telling a story into a tape recorder can
have a liberating effect. These could later be transcribed and
made into books, or used as story tapes. But in our experience
they can get rather rambling and repetitive, and could use some
good editing!

When Josie started writing a many-chaptered book at age seven,
her fluency was disturbed by continually asking how to spell
words. Unlike Leighton, she wasn't happy to just barrel on
phonetically because she wanted a lovely finished product to go
with her carefully executed map and frontispiece, and the
prospect of copying it all out afterwards would certainly have
killed it. So I offered to type it up afterwards with spelling
corrections, and she went on to write it all with real
enjoyment. After it was completed and typed up, she also made it
into a story tape, she reading the text and her brother
producuing sound effects and incidental music. He also made a
story tape of one of his science fiction books, and had great
fun making sound effects on a keyboard.

One spur to writing successful stories has been making presents
for younger brothers and sisters. We've had several stories
produced featuring the younger child or a favourite friend like
Teddy, and with the egotism of youth thesestories are always
appreciated, no matter how primitively written or illustrated.
This in turn is a boost to the author. The latest in this line,
by Shawn who is now thirteen, was a lovely collection of stories
and poems for Josie's birthday, not about her but based on the
Narnia stories she was enjoying. It was a thoughtful and
well-produced and bound book, and she really appreciated it.

Less successful have been the story ideas we've tried setting
as "study " ideas from one source or another. Sometimes after a
history section there will be suggestions for story writing, and
English books suggest ideas. These rarely come to more than one
or two dull paragraphs, the bare minimum to say you've done it,
and lack the imagination and expressiveness of ideas they've
generated themselves. We've also had a few abandoned "nevels",
where a few promising pages peter out when enthusiasm wanes.,
Leighton once decided he was going to fill an exercise book with
one story, and when he was getting tired of it several pages of
an argument ensued ("Yes, it is." "No, it isn't." "Yes, it is.™,
and so on). He solved that problem by deciding that next he was
going to write a collection of short stories, rather than one
long book with several chapters.

Telling stories, for our children, has been in some ways a
model of the best that education at home has to offer: born out
of their own ideas and enthusiasm, setting their own goals and
standards, with encouragement and practical assistance from
parents, and plenty of time to get stuck in and work on it for
as long as they want to. k-
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NEWS

FROM
THE
REGIONS

CAVBRIDGESHIRE ED

Thank you Sharon for introducing me in the last Newsletter.

If by "dynamic" you mesn always chasing after what I should have
done yesterday - then yes, I'm dynamic!

I really feel I should, in retrospect, introduce myself to local
members, so they'll know who is at the end of the phone if they call.
A brief description:-

I am 36 years old.

Boys of 12} and 7%.

Actively home educating for nearly three years.

My husband is called Graham, and he's a Creative Director in
advertising (awfully busy!).

I'm afraid I'm not vegetarian (my father was a butcher!).

I have no profound religious beliefs, but am always interested
to hear of others'.

Many years ago I taught hendicapped children, but at the moment
my only "qualification" is as a Youth Worker and Counsellor.

I try hard to keep in touch with current educational practises,
and Kenneth Beker's latest brainstorms, especially when they

may affect home-educators.

We have a very small house but you are welcome to call anytime.

My children are very sociable, and don't bite!

If you are not in the contact list, April '88, then do give me a3 ring.
If you've a problem I'1l try to help; If you're lonely I'11 try and
put you in touch; If you're miserable I'll cheer you up.

Perhaps by the time you read this I will have organised something
already, but if not may we invite you to an ED CHRISTMAS PARTY

to be held at Gamlingay Church Hall on Saturday December 10th,

from 2 pm till 4 pm. Give Christmas Shepping a break and come to a
party instead. It will be s chance to mix and meet people who

are usually just paves in the contact list. Please bring something to
eat - a vegetable risotto, or Reast Ox! Actually mince pies will

do, or a few bags of crisps. le look forward to it! Please RSUP by
phoning 0767 50032.

See you soon,

Jo Rust

P.S. Is this dynamic enough Sharon?!
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DORSET
From CHRISTINE ADEY, I, Dunbury Cottages, Milton abbas.

A number of social gatherings have been held in members?’
houses over the past 7 months, and these look set to comtinue

into the New Year. Further meeting, will be as follows.
SUNDAY 22nd JANUARY 2pm - afternoon of winter songs
and musice. Bring a home-made percussion instrument if
you like. (NB - For those who prefer to remain strictly
non-participants, a kitchen table plus cups of tea/
coffee will be available)
FRIDAY I7th FEBRUARY IOam (Prov. date- phone to confirm)

Visit round Southdown Goat Farm, plus wall if weather

- P S -
CLAMORGA

Jrom KATE POWELL FPhone: 0443 227912
FRIDAY I6th DECEMBER Midday = Meet ocutside TEQHENIQUEST

BUTE DOCKS. Group admission; 80p
Bring lunch to eat later at Veronica mustens house.

45, angellina 3t. Bute Docks.

THURSDAY I2th JANUAR{ didday - Meet outside BARR( ISLaND
Railway Station, if it's dry, or up the hill at

Judy Kears house if wet. I4, amherst Crescent,

Tel: 0446 7374I2. Judy has kindly offered@ to collect
us if we phone from the station and are daunted by

the steep hille. If it's dry we'll go for a brisk walk
on the beach and work off the Xmas pud. before eatiny
our sandwiches at Judys. TRains to Earry Island leave
Cardiff.at 19, 37 and 55 minutes past the hour.

SOUTH WEST REGION

Please note that Msg Raberton is handing over the job of
regional members secretary to MAGGIE SWATRIDGE 32 Carey Park,
Killigarth,Polperro, lLooe. Q583 72087
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NORTH LONDUN PARENTS AND CHILDREN'S GROUP
We are meeting at Swiss Cottage Community Centre, 19 ‘iinchester Road NW3,
close to Swiss Cottage tube, on the first Sunday of every month. (Please
note the only exception: § January 1939.)

Date Time Activity

Sunday 4 December 11.30am -~ 2.30pm Christmas Card Making
Sunday 8 January " Kitchen Table Science
Sunday 5 February L Co-operative Cames
Sunday 5 March . First Aid

Sunday 2 April " French Day

EO members from all areas, or anyone else with an interest in otherwise
education, are welcome at these meetings. Please bring food or drink to
share for lunch. There is a charge of 50p per family to help cover the

cost of hiring the premises.

‘We try to gear activities so as to offer something of interest to all ages,

from the very youngest up to adults.

Tor further information about Horth London activities, contact Jeffrey Denge

(333-7906) or (for 3wiss Cottage meetings only) Andrea Granville (328-4138).

TOWER OF LONDON

Tuesday February I4th I989

I0«45am for II.O00am tour of the tower. Afternoon visit to the

Towers Educational Centre for talk, slide-show etc.

More details from VALERIE and JAMES GOMMON I9 New Road,
Castlethorpe, Milton Keynes, MKIO 7EH.
Tel:0908 511247

There will be no charge for the visit but you do need to

book with us in advance as a limited number of places are
available.

23




SOUTH LLONDON

Chr:stmas meeting - Saturday 17th December, but details still
not finalised! This will probably be a joint party with the
North London meeting. Ring for details if you want to come.

PROVISIONAL dates for 1989 meetings.

Sunday 29th January fbm = Spm at Norwood Children’'s Centre,
St Luke's Chambers, Z2-8 Norwood High Street, SE27

Saturday 18th February llam - 3.20 pm at the Child and Farent
Centre, The Albany, Douglas Way SE8

Saturday 2Z5th March from 12 noon onwards - at Helen Donoghue
and Michael Thompson’'s house, &6 Farkdale Road SE1B

Sunday 30th April 1pm - Spm at Norwood Children’'s Centre
Saturday 27th May 1lam - 3.3@0pm at the Albany
Sunday 25th June 1pm — Spm at Norwood Children’s Centre

Everyone welcome. Please bring food/drink to share
For more details phone Rachel 582 3949 or Dorothy 469 0413

S AN

KENT - We had two gatherings during August. On the 1lth at Margate, after a
picnic lunch in Dane Park, we walked to the 'Tudor House' and were given a
very informative guided tour. We found out that the house had been made of
green oak, and the 'frieze' around the ceiling had hop flowers carved into it
rather than the usual grape vines. In the gardens they grew 'curry plants’
and other herbs for flavouring the meals. Afterwards we were taken to the

'01d Town Hall' for another guided tour. Here we saw some World War II relics,
prison cells ~ the Town Hall was once used as a prison - and the Court Room.
The day ended with a visit to the Shell Grotto, an interesting underground
Temple with shells stuck on the walls in various patterns. Five families

came for the day out, two from Watford.

On the 17th we went to the Whitbread Hop Farm at Paddock Wood. We had a picnic
in the car park, then were given a guided tour of the farm. We were shown the
hops growing, a hop pickers hut, and how the oast houses worked. We also
looked at the museum, pets corner, the pottery and craft shops, shire horses,
and went on a nature trail. Five families arrived for the visit.

Everyone who came on the visits agreed that the guided tours added something
extra to the day's enjoyment. It is hoped that future 'gatherings' will also
include guided tours. Many thanks to Pam for arranging the visits and the
guided tours.

There will be no further gatherings this year, due to a lack of interest.
However, we will be sending out a list of 1989 gatherings early in the new

year.
Best Wishes, Mike, Lois & Pam.
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GLOUCESTER
From LISA HALL DAVEY Phone: 053 IB5 640

We held a very enjoyable puppet workshop in early
November. Our next gathering is going to be on

Sunday I8th December from Midday onwards - Bring

food contributions for a coamnal feast. 6HO‘ST\(
Oressing up and Drama' and maybe some dance and

song = 8o bring percussion instrumenta if you'd

like toe.

T AT N

HEREFORD AND WORCS .

From BEV TURPIN WEST I, Cranwell Drive, Credenhill, Hersforde
I am joining Christine Murray Watson as the local
co=-ordinator for this region. Ishare the home edu-
cation of my stepchildren Yisselda I2 and Ben ¢
and have two children Poppy 2 and Rowam 8 monthse.
I would like to arrangs some get togethers, visita
to places and workshops. If anyone is interesated

please phone me on 0432 76000T.

ISLE WIGHT W

From JUDE ASHLEY WALKER Phome: 0983 78680

Xha3S PaRTY.on Sunday IIth Decembers N\Q‘\YDT 5L\m

WwOpD
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SUFFOLK
From SARAH GUTHRIE Phone: 037 985 678

g

Eo meetings at our local Field Centre have become fort-
nightly, with a smaller group, due to two children
goling to school and one moving. Bubt we are now making
space for an under-5's group to play, while the older
ones work nearby. Then we all meet up for luncn and
something different: crafts, maisic, drama or story-
telling. We will be holding our 4th Christmas party on
Sunday December IIth.(Please ring to confirm.) All will
be welcome. then we'll resume sessions on january I6th,
when we hope to have an afternoon’s creativigy with the
ex-county adviser for art. So if you would like to try

out the Field Centre, please support us. Ring for more
details.

I have lodged a complaint with the ombudsman about
Suffolk County Counci}, because of their misinformation
to parents about EO and the law. I would be interested
to hear from anyone in Suffolk who has had a bad

experience with their local education office.

RUBRIsH  Dome [\ )




Wast Yorkshire
Froa Sue Lyon, Ralabow Chalst, & Farkcliffe Fd., Zradford BDZ 3HS

Paren*s meetlngs at 8pa. Plzase ghone for travel instructions:
Nov 21st Halifax Paullne Voodh 0422-247320

Jan 16th Bradford Sue Lyon 0Z74-033337

Mar 15th Leeds Mike Blacgwell 0532-434835

Family gatherings
Winter party at Pudsey Arts Centra, Monday 12th December, 1.3u-%. 30pm
Gymnastics, games, food etc.

0Z74-533237 to conflra a place and to offer food. SO0p per child

Zradtord - Yational Museum of Fila and Photography aud T=levision

Mact in the foyer at llam jan l0th. Cafe available for lunch

eds -~ Armley Mills Industrial Museun
t

Pancake party at Sue Lyon's house Bradtord

Tuasday Tth Feb, small charge, races and games Loo.

Bradford - Colour Museum pre-booked educational visit

Msat at eamtrance at 10.15am 21st February. Cast 15p per child

KB Peter Williams is no longer a co-ordinator for West Yomicshire.
all enquiries to SUE LYON Rainbow Chalet, & Paric Cliffe Rd.

Bradford. BD2 4KS. Tel: 0274 6358337

WEEK

leglyggpooq ON THE 23rd TO THE 30th OF JAN 1989
we 1ive in A big house and have facllities for
pottery photography and spining, ETC,~¥ u

AS well as the attraclions of‘Liverpool!!!!.
{CONACTI AS SOON AS POS TO BOOK' AND, FOR_MORE INFO,
me max 21,devonshire,rd o

liverpool L8 3TX

TEL 051-727-107

CHILDRENS EO NEASLEITLR, MAGAZINE

Editing this NL has made me very aware of a need for'something

in print' for our children. (Where are you 'KIPPER! - you owe

me 2 copies.) == I am therefore volunteering myself & my family
(with some more or less promised help from other local families)
-~ to compile a sort of Ni,magazine, made up of drawings, poems,
experiences, cartoons, jokes, im other words anything that will
appeal to children. -- YOUR.response will determire how soon we'll

be in print. -- Maybe we could even compile something for the
New Year if we hear from you soon.

Please phone or write to me -~ Lisa Hall Davey (address as Ld'a)
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Pen - PO\S
My mame is Louis and I am @ %%

5 years old. I like cooking,

boardegames , reading and

learning how to play the vioclin.

I've bean to daycare a little bit,

and I've been to school a little

bit and now I'm not in school amymore.
Please write to me at: LOUIS BARSON

I, CROXLEY RD. LONDON, W9 3Aax. 1

ffin?

My name is Guy; I am 8 years
old and I don't go to school.
I like collecting stamps and
I would like a pem-pal with

the same interest so we could
swap doubles.

From: GUY HENDERSON

49, CaMDEN SQUARE , LONDON NW|

lonely single parent would like a pen-pal. My interests are
home-education of my three children aged 9, I2 and I3 yearsas.
I write alot of letters and produce insulated clothing.

RANALD ROBERTSON 22, NETHERGAIE S0UTH ,CRATL ANSTRUTHER ,FIFE.

Dear Education People,

I am desperate. My name is Ruth Briggs.
I live in Wales. This year a girl called Elizabeth Bowen wrote
in asking for a penfrind. I answered back and for afew months
we wrote to each other qaite well. Then ome day Elizabeth
moved. That was on July I3th I988. When she moved I sent a
letter tc her old house thinking that the people who lived
there now would send it on to her new address. They did not.
I have not heard from her since. Please, please try to find
her new address. I am afraid that she'll think I've abandoned
her, which is not true., It is mow IOpm at night on October drd
1988.I really like Elizabeth and don't want to lose her.

love RUTH BRIGGS PduiDRAsNLLW YN , TREFENTER ,
LLANGW R YT'ON ,NR « aABER {314 ¥TH ,DYFED»

MY NAME IS COLIN TAYLOR, I AM 12 YEARS OLD. I ENJOY CHES3, BADHMINTON,
SNOOKER, DARTS ETC BUT MY MAIN IMTEREST 15 COMFUTERS. I HAVE A GIFT' 4
MY MUM CALLS IT. I WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED IN HEARING FROIM ANTONE WHO
IS LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE AN AMSTRAD AS I LO AS I WIULD LIKE G EACHANGE
GAMES, FPROGRAMMES, AND IDEAS ETC.

IS& THEIRP ANYOME OUT THERE 2

Colin Taylor, 1, Bodiam Close, Enfield, Middx. EWi 3HZ.

Dear E«O. = My name is Ellinor.T would like a pen-pal. I'miari
eight year old girl. My hobbies are swimming, reading, St\; Yﬂllz;.
and card games. I will write back bto anybody who writes

T am sustralian. I have lived in Botswana, nfrica for one

3 258
esar. My address is: C/0 Orthopaedic Work SHOP, gox ’
. . Gsborne , Botawana, AFRICA.
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4 . l VISIT EXCHANGE 4

If anyone can offer space or help toc people or families who are
intending to visit England, would they please contact me as I
now deal with these requests. I hope to compile a 1list of
people who are prepared to open their homes to guests from
abroad, and then when I receive letters I can forward this list
on for the people concerned to make arrangements to suit
everyone involved.

I have received a letter recently from two Canadian children who
wish to come and stay with other homeschoolers in Britain. They
write:

Our names are Joel and Heidi and we've homeschooled for
six years. We are fourteen and twelve years old and would 1like
to visit other homeschoolers. We are interested in music, art,
literature and people. Living in other peoples houses for weeks
at a time and travelling has been our best source of education,
so if you could open your home to us for any length of time,
please let us know as we are free to come anytime.

Joel Campbell

Heidi Campbell

RR1. Site 42. Unit 2.
Black Creek.

BC VOR1CO.

So if anyone out there would like to write to them, I have
written to tell them that they will (hopefully!) receive direct
offers from EC members, because we are a friendly 1leot, aren't
we?

I also have a couple of other requests from America, from
families who are coming to England next year and would 1like to
meet up/stay with EO families, so the sooner I have some replies
to this request the better, please!

Best Wishes to all,
CAROL ADAMS

14 THE GROVE
WEDNESFIELD
WOLVERHAMPTON WV11 1RW.

"Q::‘;’—:— e ”l Bt ’QQ

As a footnote, I am at present studying GCSE Law, and have

decided to cover 'Education and the Law' as my topic. If anyone
has any contributions to offer that I might find useful, I would
be happy to receive them If there is anyone else studing GCSE
Law then I will happily compare notesz etc, Carol Adams.




LNETICES

| am resigning as Press Secretary to EO: hopefully a new press
secretary canbe appointed at the January meeting

The job basically involves dealing with the media. The majority of
work is finding families who are willing to be interviewed in response to
particular press enquiries which may be regional or national television,
radio, or newspapers. It also involves giving information to the press
about EO and the the many reasons why families take up home education. A
knowledge of education law is essential. |t would be useful if you are
willing to appear on TV, radio, or be featured in press articles, and for
this reason, | think it is important that whoever takes the job should be
actively involved in homeschooling,

Expenses are available from the treasurer. Anyone who is
interested should write to Janet Everdell, Enquiries Secretary, and can
contact me if they want to know a bit more about what is involved (\(\Q\\\S‘\_‘(

]

Joseph O'Connor
4 Coombe gardens,
New Malden,
KT3 4AA
Tel 01-942-0286

CONGRATULATIONS

Copgratulations to Elsbeth Jarvis of Plymouth who is IO years old
and has won a top Conservation award. Well done Elsbeth.

/n29§§x§£g3§€}ggg\also to Catherine Morran of Wolverhampton, who

bhas wom 2 prize in 'The Dylans Fourth Young Reader Cowpetition®
for II-I6 year olds, with her essay entitled 'Starting Me Reading.
Who Dunnitl

VICE~C HATRMAN/WOMAK/ PERSON OR I'HING.

as you will have realized from careful perusal of the minutes,
& vacancy exists for the job of vice-chairthing. The job isn't
very hard - you just have to be there when needed to deputize
for the chairman. =-any suggestions or even names would be
gratefully recieved and reviewed by steering comnittee. 3o
rush your applications etes. to Janet Everdell, Bruce Wallace

or Jennie White.
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COIPLAINTS

“Aburms the stay at Featherstone Castle in September, a small group me ;
to discuss complaints procedures, as, in the past, these have been
brought to members' meetings where, not only do they take up a lot of
time,but also where it is inappropriate to deal with them.

It was decided that, prior to members' meetings, a small group of
interested people will meet, with the aim of creating an open forum

where complaints can be freely aired, discussed and, hopefully,

resolved, unless reference to the members' meeting is necessarye. 5;7 I
It is also felt that this will keep some complaints out of the news- ™
letter, as there have been complaints about that}

If you have any complaints or niggles you'd like to see aired, and you
can't make it to the meetings, please WRITE to me - don't phone. I will
not deal with them myself, but will be acting as only a postbox, taking /3
or passing them on to the next meeting.

Points to be aired about co-ordinators/co-ordinating should go directly
to June Grant, co-ordinators secretary.

ALTSON ORR 26 Fountainhall Road, Edinburgh EH9 2Ly

P.S. any comments or feedback about ¢ e above idea would be
mach appreciated. Ay

oA .

“\ \l«-w\ e S

&f i o

My 2 3 S~
BBEC WILDLIFE MAGAZINE

BBC Publications are offering redunced subscription rates to
EQ members for their BBC WILDLIFE MAGAZINL.
Normelly £I8-00 reduced to £II-00.(Good value I think. Ed.)

CHILDRENS CAlP CANCELLED

Imist apologise, but due to circumstances beyond my control

(ie. the loss of a site-) the Childrens Camp which I 1dvertued

for Rifbards Castls in September had to_be cancelled. o~ grea

deal interest was shown in the Camp by many fami 1es-...ravellers,

Edaxcating Otherwisers, friends and the Rainbow Circle.

If you were one of those interested in the Camp and the SKOOL BUS

and would like to keep in touch and receive more informastion

please contact RICHIE COLIERILL Hopyard, Turnastone, Vowchurch,
Kr. Hereford. Tel:098I 550736
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Membecrs' leeting of iducation Otherwise Association Ltd.
Festl:crstone Sastle, lorthumberland, Caturday 24th Jeptember 1388

Precent: Liick White, Jennie \hite, Jean lovius, Key Bebb, Olive Green,
Sue Lyon, Christine Wullace, bruce \amllace, June Grant, David Hettie,
Rob .ade, Anne uade, .imon Grant, Lucy Charlton, Like Cook, Lois Cook,
¥elix iolsowski, Julie Lyons, Alison urr, .ena Leslett, Valerie Gommon,
Gtephanie rutcher, Liz .camsay, Gordon ramsay, bum utephenson, Julie
Turnbull, Lirjam iush, Jill Gillinge.

1) <Jhairmans Sruce sallace announced his intention to resign as
chaiTman ot the AGL ond said that Jennie /hite, as current vice-
chairmanyswould chair the meeting.

Jernie explained that cince the usual prior notice of the meeting had
not been =iven, a letier would be sent to absent council members asking w
them to agree to the decisions. |

2) Apologics were received from Janet Lverdell and Lesley Kilbride. v

3) linutess Unrccolved confusion relating to an alleged ommission from
the minutcs of the last meeting meanc that the minutes are not agreed
and vill be rererrad to the next meeting. s

4) l.atters Ariesings a) item 6 l'inancisl ieportiDavid Bettiec correctved the
infomm: tlon about VAD and conilrme a e VAT threshold is 22,000

ana not 424,000 as he hud stated in Laye. b) it 12 Future Venues: No
report about the arrungements for the January meetlng een reccived.
Znouiries will be made ond details published in the kL.

5) Leizal uroup Guideliness <ne uidelines have been drafted as agreed at
the last moeting end vhe draft was disoussed during the weck, dAdditions
are to be madge and the finel document submitted to the next meeting.

6) Co-ordinutors? .ecrutury: June Grunt reported on the meetin; held
earlicr In thc wee o scuss the changes and confirm the identity of
locrl co-orainators. Frollowinsg the notice in the Augsust RL sever:l
peoplc contucted June and Ian to notify chanzes. Lhere is now a complete
list of local co=ordinetors and details of membership numbers in each
arca, 4+he following locul uetiils vere reportods=

situation unclear

berkshire -

Cheshire - new co-ordinator legzgsy Xann

Dorset = two volunteers = 17 member 1amilics

Durhom e two volunteers « 9 member i1umilics

Glamor an - new co-ordinator xate lowell

urampian = new co-ordinators Lrian and Judy ucrt

tHiompohire - new co-ordinator lophie .arrington
Humberocide - no co=-orainator

Iothien « new co-ordinatore Jack suller and AliQSK/
lerseyside « ney co-orainctor Jene oolf J

Northumberland « new co-ordinator iebecca lorrunce

Fowys « new co-ordinator lLichelle Nichols

Surrey = no co-ordinator

Sussex W. « new co-ordinator Jollette uvradley

The relevant itegional snquiries Lecretaries will be zsked to contuct
members in Dorset ond uvurhamfto arranze for local meetin 8 to decide on
one co-ordinator,

It was resrettcd that on:c co=ordinator had resigned becuuse of the new
system and the meeting confirmed that co-ordincotirs wre nutomatically
approved unless there are objections from local members or probleme
such as too many volunteers,

It was agreed that the earlier advice about Joint co-ordincters should
be modified and that areas with fewer than 29 member families wonld not

40




need two co-ordinators. Ve accepted however that areas with a workable
system should not fesl obliged to change.

It was agreed that co-ordinators should have children out of school.

7)_Fund Reis : Bruce \Jallace reported that Zruce Cox hes made an informal
approach to the Gulbenkian foundation and is awaiting a response,

Jennie Vhite pointed out thet many national groups raise funds at a local
level, either for the local groups or for central funds, and suggested
that B0 should encouraze this as a means of assisting regionalisation

and encouraging local responsibility. We decided to ask Jude Ashley-
galkgg who is experienced in fund raising, to write something on this

or e NL.

8) Accounts: Two meetings had been held earlier in the week to discusa
the accounts and 20's financial position. David Bettie outlined the
problems he experienced in preparing the accounts and dealing with the
auditors, and he expressed his thanks to June Grant and her family for
the help given. +he preparation of this year's accounts had been a
particularly arduous and complex task because of the inadequate servige
and bad sdvice from previous auditors, the newly-discovered liability for

_ VAT, and the fact that 10 is currently running at a losgs having failed

to maintein subscriptions at the level needed to meet running costae

It is because of June's investigations that we are now aware of the correct
VAT threshold and are clear about our liability. e agreed that June
should be reimbursedfor her travelling ard other expenses incurred on

E0's behalf.

We discudsed at length the need for a higher subscription rate. It was
regretted that we had not raised subscriptions last year and that the
gubstential rise needed now may lead to a foll in membership. [Ielix
Polkowski had spent considerable time during the week in estimating

a realistic subscription rate on the basis of the knovn facts about
running costsg, collection of subgcriptions, and liability for VAT.

felix pointed out that L0's preatest asset is its publications and these
are greatly undervalued. e agreed to increase the price of IL's to
1,50 for non-members and to increase SINC to £5 retail price (..2.50

for members), “his would have the effect of allowin: more of _u's income
from subscriptions to be zero-rated for VT and put a more realiatic value
on the publications.

‘e decided to charge £5 for an 'enquiry pack' of a copy of JiliC plus
other information end membership details, and purchace of this by an
enquirer could be used as a deposit on the joinin:;; fee., This will be
printed on leaflzts.

Felix advised that on the basis of his celculations the subscription rate
for new members should be £20 ( less £5 if enquiry pack bouzat) and £15
for existing members., 4here were two other proposals for subscriptions

- a 20 rate for all members, and a £25 joining fee plus £15 for existing
members. .e voted on thne three proposals with all those prisent voting
£iret apd council members voting again seperately, this last belng
required under Company Law. ‘The all-members vote was 20 for the 220

'ioining fee and £15 renewal fee, 4 for the £20 rate for all and 2 for

he £25 joining fee plus £15 renewal fee, The council members vote was
9 for the firat option, 2 for the second and none for the third, It was
therefore agreed that he subscription rete will be increased to L15
from January 1989 and that a joining fee of £20 will be charsed for new
members.

Suggestions were made about providing help for those who would find the
fees too high and we agreed that there 'would still be discretion to
allow reduced payments and payment in instulments. It was omphasised
however, that the council has a duty to act in a way which .ill not
endanger EQ's financial viability, 1*_1




Other methods of fund raising were discussed and we agreed to encourage
local fund raising and to ask for donations.

We expressed our appreciation of the invaluable woTk done by Levid and
June in prepering the accounts and establishing 40's finucial position.

9) Regionalisation: Of the three people who were appointed asRegional
Co-oTdinators a year ago, one has ceased to be a co-ordinior, one had
doubts about the role, and one is funchoning with enthusiasm and success,.
Anne VWade expressed her misgivings about the long term value of the
system and sugsested that it tended to emphasise one person in an area
which could lead to dependency.

There was no response to Anne's article on regionalisation in the NL but
she had news of one region which held a co-ordinators' meeting and had
plans for resional members' meetings.

It was felt that the way forward might be through regional networking
rather than re;ional co-ordinactors and it was agreed that he situation
should be left as it is for the coming year but with self-financed
initistives encourazed. Rob and inne offered to formulate a proposal
with Brucee CJox for seeking funding from the Gulbenkian +oundation.

in order to arrange rejional legal workshops. UVetails about tais will
be written for the L.

10) £0 Sugzested Reading List: Jean Lovius read Liz Howlett's letter
contEining her suggestions for a publication. This would include a
critical bibliography of books members have found helpful, a list of

useful names and addresses of organisations and publications, a history of

EO and a section on well-known people who have been educated out of
school. .e agreed that this would be useiul and that we should ask Liz to
go uhead but we accepted that no funding could be made available at tne
present time for this type of endeavour.

11) vomplaints Frocedures: A meeting had been held during the weeik to
discuss the possible need for some <ind of forum or formal chammel for
airing worries or srievances etc.. ‘There was concern that business
meetings should not be used as a vehicle for airing personal grievances.
Wle agreed that personal issues should be dealt with outside business
meetinis by a small group withdrawing into a separate meecting. ‘e
asked Alison Orr to act as a channel tor letters of complaint etc.
which she could then refer to others. Alison will be able to clainm
expenses for postoge and phone costs incurred.

Ve also agreed that the NL should not be used for personal isczues and
that Lesley Eilbride will be askeda to pass unpublisncble letters to
Alison. It was sug ested that if a NL editor felt an issue to be very
controversial it would be wise to ask for further contributions for
later publication in ordsr to give a balanced view.

12) Rotation of Officers and Group Leaders: e discussed th2 procedures
for roteting e Tierent posts in .U and agreed that members should

be encoure;zed to view the holding of office as a tempor:iry st .tud.

Jennie White sug ested that we have a more reliable method of appointing -
people instead of asking Tfor vdunteers 2t a meetingz and we asreed that
nominations for council membership ond certain posts snould be maue to

the steering committee who may make recormendations.

13) AQU.B-
a) 7. .0. Booksg: Concern was expressed aovut the cost to U of theso
books and the proceaure for selling them to membecs. bavid confi:med
that 20 puys a handling chapga of £300 each time the books are
accepted. There were doubts about the value of the books although it
was accepted that they represent a capital asset for accounting purposes.
Jude Ashley-ialker has some of the books and has been selling them at 5
retail Price which she has estimated as sufficient to cover postage

4

and packing.
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We egreed to continue selling the books for % retail price and to
catalogue them and publish a 1ist in the lL. No more books will be
accepted for the time bein;,

b) Chariteble “rusi: Devid Dettie reminded the trustecs that the CT
accounts had %o be signed at a meeting of the trustees.

¢) Treasurers David Bettie announced his intention to recocign as
Treasurer at the AGM and explained that the post is not the book-keeping
job he had expected but has become a much more complex and time=
consuming task. Bruce yallace offered to take over in the interim

but stressed that he does not want the job for long. It was accepted
that the post of treasurer is a particularly arduous one and that it
would be difficult to find a volunteer to £i1l the post in the long-term.

Bruce wag authorised to take professional advice if needed.

14) Ve expressed our thanks to Bruce and Ghristine for organising the
week and to all out-going post-holders.

15) “he date of the next meeting will be in. last weekend in January.
Purther details will be published in the LL.

The meeting was closed.
o
S, A

THE CADBURY NATTONAL EXHTETTTON OF CHTLDRENS ART V7

Compstition for Art And Poetry is open to individuals aswel
as groups and schools. ENTRY FORMS can be found in libraries
or from Cadburys National Exhibition of Childrens Art, Granby,
School Lane, Durham Massey, Chesirire, WAT4 53Z. The closing
dates are = Foetry- Sat. I8th Pebruary and Art and Craft -

/
3at. I5th April. 3 N ST7/4
<G el S,
i, =t .

THE POTEFTIAL TRUST WV

The aim of the Trust is to help children with specia
whose needs arise from a high gegreo of unﬁxlﬁﬁog %ogggginl
in one or more areas- intellectual, practical, assthetic, creative,
social, personalecsce= by complementing the provision already
made by parents and schools, in co-operation with other individuals
and orgrmizntiona working in the same field.

Children have an ifinite variety of needs, to different degrees
and in different combinations. In drawing attention to the
particular needs of certain children, we hope we will also

contribute towards keep an emphas{
oLl childfen ping phasis on the special needa of

L.TEST PUBLICATION
Quest Ioms ' = Quest Ions provided by .lan Rowe who says , he

prefers to "ednge" i1 atin e
e aatsod ﬁe@cam g Quests rather than pass on packs

wnyonse interested in bu & co of Quest Tons ca chas
them directly from - zﬂ otentq.alpzru;-t and Queataxssl: i N

gﬁemg.gnbtreet,

Oxford. OX3 1: 0
Price is £2.00' per copy Yﬁhich inzggde °wa=§§3’§§3%p23xi’ng
or write to the same address for sampl pages.
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Annual General Meeting of Education Otherwise Association Ltd.
Featherstone Castle, Northumberland, Saturday 24th September 1988 at 2,30m

Present: Jennie White, Mick White, Bruce Wiallace, Christine Wallace,
Jean Lovius, Pierre Vettori, Gordon Ramsay, Iiz Ramsay, Mike Cook, Lois
Cook, David Bettie, June Grant, Rena Laslett, Julie Turnbull, Anne Wade,
Rob ‘lade, Lucy Charlton, Julie Lyons, Anne Nesbit, Jo Stuart, Mirjam
Bush, Simon Grant, Jude Ashley-ialker, Chris Probert, Valerie Gommon,

1) At least 20 signed-up members were present and we therefore had the
necessarTy quorum,

2) Chairman: Bruce Wallace resigned as chairman and Jennie VWhite was
acked to e over, e expressed our thanks to Bruce for his hard
work and for coping with the particularly difficult problems of the
last year.

3) Apologies were received from Janet Bverdell, Lesley Rilbride, Thomas
Ki1bride, Lan Grant, Meg Roberton, Sandie Cottee.

#) Minutes: The minutes of the last AGN were agreed and signed, The
minutes of the EGM held on Saturday 28th May at Unstone Grange, were g
also agreed and signed,

5) Latters Arising: 4d) rotation of core- roup membersi~ It was
confIrmed that the election to core group %council) of ILynette Cameron
was subsequently found to be invalid since she had not become a
signed~-up member,

6) Rotation of Council lembers and Resiznations; One third of council
must retire each year but Tetiring members can stand for re-election.
Joan lloare and Mirjem Bush resigned from the council anddid not seck
re--election, Joe 0'Comnnor, Rob Vade, June Grant and David Bettie,
retired end were re-elected. Idz and Gordon Ramsay, kike Cook and Jude
Ashley-i/alker were nominated for council membership,

David resigned as Treasurer and a member of steering committee. Bruce as
temporary freasurep vill take David's place on steering committee since
it is helpful to have the Treasurer as a steering conmittee member when
financial decisdons are made. Joan Hoare also resigned from steering
committee and Jenmie White was elected in her plaea, The steering
committee now comprises, vennie ¥hite, Bruce Wallace and anet Everdell,

7) Consideration of Accounte: The audit of this year's accounts
reveale at mistekes had been made by the previous auditor and that
EO's financiel position was not as secure as it appeared to be, More
has been paid out of the Charitable Trust than has been paid in and
reserves have been used to meet routine costs.

EO is now liable to pay VAL and may have been liable since incorporation
itwo years ago. It is therefore necessary to include BAT in the
calculation of subscription rates. At the Members' keeting it was agreed
to raise subscriptions to £15 for existing members and -20 for new
members.

The entry in the aeccounts relating to last year's week at Featherstone
Castle wae referred to and it was pointed out that pre~-payments mace for
Featherstone were not included in that year's accounts and the week made
a profit and not the deficit shown.

8) Reports of Groups and Officers:
a) Memberhsip Secretary - Christine allace

There are currently 1843 fully paid up member families with 150 due to
renew. ‘‘here are 866 pre-school age members, 1520 primary age members
of whom 536 are notified as out of school, and 757 secondary age members
of vhom 377 are notified as out of school.
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b) Enquiries Secretary -Janet Everdell

Enquiries have been dowm every month except Juns when a letter

published in the TV Times brought over 400 enquiries. Incuiries are

at an average of 100 a month which is about 50/ down and Janet

suggested in her written report that members geck publicity be writing to
to local papers and contacting local radio and 1TV. Joe O'Connor the
Press Secretary should be contacted if such publicity is sought.

The Binatone answering machine has been bouzht and we agreed to buy
some pigeon-holes for sorting the vritten enquiries,

¢) Co-ordinaiora® Jecretary =-June and Ian Grant

~June and Ian were elected at the May meeting to maintain a register

of co-ordinators and report all cnanges., June reported that the situation
is improving and feels that, except in large aregs, one co-ordinator

is enough. ‘e agreed that it is important for a co-ordinator to have
children out of school and to be experienced in home educating. It is
also important for co-ordinators to have a telephone.

d) Steering Committee -~ #o0 report.
e) Press 3ecretary - Jog O'Connor

Joe's report was read to the meeting. Betty Ball and her family were
featured on national TV news. 'Best' magazine is to publish an article
on Jude Achely-i/nlker and her femily.

£) Putlishing Secretary - kesley Kilbride

Lesley submitted a written rcport. There are 2200 copies of the L
printed cach issue and there has been some concern about vhe quality
of the KL cover. Lesley sugz ested some standardisation of lettering
a.d picture to make tne cover more identifiavle,

KL editors are needed for future issues, especizlly the Feb '89 issue
and Lesley would welcome volunteers,

We discussed the sugiestion of standardisatvion for the il cover and
decided that the letterin; should be standardised as on the notepaper
and that there should be standardisation of info:msotion about date,
price and issue number. /e decided that it was not necesgary to nave
a standurdised picture.

g) Research Group:- Anne ‘Jade reported on sarhara Hooley's rese.rch

into why people grop out ot 0. OJteve Lowden has completzsd his resaarch
into L:A relations with U members but has not yet reported. He will
write it up for the LL and report to Members' Leetin,. Iiz ond Gordon
Remsay said that they found Steve Mowden's rese.-ch very helpful ond
thet he was able to jive them userul information. 3Jeo.ersl members
answered the questionaire from an ‘merican *ecturesr which was published
in a previous LL.

h) Lezcl Groups Mob Vade reed the legal group's report.  Active LG
members are; vaena Hillier, e goberton, inne and oo ljade, kirjom
Bush, srenda Holliday, Clare Jeoer, Jylvia derrs.

kost of the LG's phone calls come Irom new or prospectivs memoers, and
few estavlished members seem to have problems. Several co—ordinaiors are
now tekins more respemnsibility for legel prouvlems in their own arecus.

A letter was sent to the Secratary of Stute seexing an assurance that
there will be no attempt to impose the nutional curriculwr on home
eaucators. There has been a formul acxknowledsement but no detailed
reply. It aoppeurs that there will be no attempt by the 0I5 to impose
the national curriculum but there is concern about Lii atiitudes.
Bromley LiA has been asking home educators to sisn a declaration that
they will follow the nationsl curriculum. <They have been advised not

to do so.
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There is no poscibility of records relating to home educators being
included in ghe regulations relating to access to school records.since
the regulations are made under the '80 Act which refers only to school
records.

Legal group guidelines have been drutfted and submittzd for discussion.

i) Pamily Support Fund: ©There is £57T7 in the #SF account. Six standing
orders, which are voluntary donations, are paid directly into the Fund.
£20 was pald out last year.

J) Rolling Pund: this fund is currently inactive. The loan made to
lioTwich group i1s beiny repaid es agreed. A loan of £300 was mads to the
Isle of iiight group for its project. Jude Ashley-iialiter gave brief
details of the project.

9) A.0.B.

a) Janu Leeting: There are no details about the venue for the Fanuary
meetTIng except fgat it vill be in Birmingham or nearby. Val Gommon,

Jude Ashley-.alker, LizRemsay and Sylvia Jeffs will make arrangements
and one of them will be the contact for information, Details will be
published in thz IiL.

b) Vice-Chairmen: lLominations for vice-chairman should be sent to
steering commitiee.

¢) Review of 20U's postion as a Lid. Company: Simon Grant submitted his
sugsesvions for re-organising .le e sugsested that we explore the
possibility of EO reverting to its former state as a way of avoiding
the complexities and restrictions of Jompany Law. There was divided
opinion about this and Simon was asked to write his ideas for tiné NL.

a) Auditora: e decided to re-appodnt Reeves and lieylen as auditors.
10) e thanked Bruce and Christine for organising the week,

The meeting was cloied,




Council hieeting of Education ®therwise Association Ltd.
Featherstone Castle, Northumberland, Twesday 20th September 1988

Present: Jennie White, Mick White, Bruce Wallace, Christine Vallace,
xi:;aﬂ gueh. Julie Lyons, June Grant, David Bettle, Jean Iovius, Rob Wade,
e VWade.

The meeting was called to discuss the draft accounts.

David Bettie (Treasurer) outlined the difficulties in preparing this year's
eccounts and explained that the previous suditors had given bad advice

and that since the VAT threshold is 22,000 and not £24,000 as previously
:tated, BU is probably liable to pay the outstanding VAT for the last

wo years.

After examining the amccounts in detall we made the following decisionsi-
a) Professional Indemnity Insurance will not be renewed because it
agpeurs to be inappropriate to our needs and it is considered unlikely
that any claim would be upheld, b) Public Liability Insurance will

be reviewed since it appears that people under 14 are not covered.

¢) 50 will register for VAT, d) The draft accounts were approved.

e) David Bettie and June Grant were thanked for their work in preparing
the accounts and establishing EO's financial position.

The meeting was closed.

Council Meeting of Education Otherwlse Association Ltd.
Fealherstone Castle, Northumberland, Thursday 22nd Septcmber 1988

Present: Bruce Wallace, Felix Polkowski, June Grant, Jean Lovius, Liz
Ramsay, David Bettie, Jennie Wwhite, kick White, Plierre Vettori, Valerie
Gommon, Julie Lyons, Mike Cook, Lois Cook, Rob Wade, Anne Wade,

The meeting was called to decide the subscription rate.

Felix Polkowski haed made a detailed analysis of £0's finances and he
outlined his findings. There are currently 400 members not paying the
full subscription rate. Some standing orders are still being paid into
Barcloys Bank and the cost of maintaining this account is a drain on
resources, The publications are EO's major asset and are underpriced.

Felix estimated that an income of £25,300 would be needed in the coming
year torgmy the VAL owed and meet this year's VAT, The estimate includes
an accounting fee of £1000., To break even it will be necessary to

raisc subscriptions to at least £14 and Felix gtressed that he had not
allowed for an increased number of members not renewing.

After discussion the consensus of the meeting was that subscription rates
would have to be raised in line with rFelix's estimate and that new members
should pay a higher fee as an initial subscription. It was accepted that
a £20 joining fee to include a copy of SINC would be reasonable., Felix
was asked to further investigote a realisiic subscription for existing
members and the meeting expressed appreciation of Felix's detailed work.

The meeting wac closed,







EDUCATION OTHERWISK OFFICERS

GENERAL SECRETARY.«ss.ss+eJean Lovius
2I Devonshire Road
ifverpool L8 3I[X

MEMBERSHI P SECRETARTES...«Christine Wallace
25 Diabiag, Achnasheen
Ross=-shire IV22 2HK
Tel: 044 58I 225

VllarieRGommom (SE England)
(9 N C

IRy RoTas. RRPaCHER e
Tel: 0908 5II247

ENQUIRIES SECRETARYe«esssesJanett Everdell
25 Common Lampe, Hemingford abbot
Cambridgeshire FEI8 9aN
Telaphone Helpline: 0480 &63I30
Joseph O'Connor

PRESS SECREIARY:esseseevss b Coombe Gardens, .ew Malden, Surrey
Tel: 01 941 0286

PUBLISHING SECRELARY«ses.olesley Kilbride
Fearnmors ,by Sheilda
Strathecarron, Wester Ross IV54 8iX
Tel: 052 05 278

ACTING TREASURER e s s s»+ o s s oBruce dallace
25 Diabaig by Achnasheen
Ross-shire IV22 2HE

SUBSCRIPIION RENEWALS.....Bob Emmett

& MEMBERSHIP LIST I2 Taylor Avenue, Dolgﬁ'rog
Conway, Gwynedd LL32
Tel: 0402 69 355

SECIAL NLEDSeevsssenssesns .Sylv‘ia Jeffﬂ
I6 St.. Bernards Road
Solimull B92 7EB
Tel: O2I 706 6460

REGIONAL ENQUIRTES SECRETARIES

South West keg Roberton 022 I22 3266

South East Jude Ashley-izlker 0983 78680

East Anglia Sandie Cottes 0268 733259

Midlands Hazel Clawley o2m 772 7165

The North Mick & Jennie White 0069 23544

Scotland Brenda Holliday 0786 832042

Ireland Clare Waber Furness , Newport, Co. Mayo
Wales Miryam Bush o269 86f 069

London Genevieve EBEridgeman OI 34I 0751

NS P~ |




BO00 GG ONORANIONNOROOONINDOORRCOSONOOROAOILERORORROGRERRASRORD

Education Otherwise is a membership Organisation which provides support
and information for families whose children are being educated outside
school, and for those who wish to uphold the freedom of families to take
proper responsibilty for the education of their children.

Our principal aims are to:
encourage learning outside the school system p

re-affirm that parents have the primary responsibility for
their children's education and that they have the right to
exercise this responibility by educating thew out of school ’

establish the primary right of children to have full
consideration given to their wishes and feelings about
their education
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Send a 9" x 4" s.a.e. to:- 25 Common Lane
Hemmingford Abbots
Cambridgeshire
PE I8 9AN
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