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Sorry this Newsletter is again overdue. The reason lies fair and
Square with the response to our television programme of over 1000 enquiries,
nearly 80 new members, and a number of families in urgent need of adviceand help, all of which has been very time-consuming. Letters are stillcoming in at the rate of 20 a day and I confidently expect our membershipto reach 200 by the early summer. This isn't a great number perhapsbut it confirms that we are a movement that is steadily growing andreaching more and more people.

 

In the last Newsletter I used the first page to list variousrequests for help and first of ell I'd like to thank thosewhe res ponded.Especially heartening is the extent to which people have respondedindividually to the need for personal help to those in their area,
this has been really encouraging and is obviously one veryimportant
way in which EO can operate.

Now to requests:
Subscriptions These take you from January to January. The subscriptionsof people who join after September in any yearcarry them through thefollowing year. If you joined before September last year and did notpay by bankers order your new subscription is due, and, to remind you,we have putan 4 here:
Thank you for supporting us through our first uncertain year. Uncertaintiesthere have been, and doubtless shortcomings, but one thing we haveachieved: we exist. We have established a much-needed role to supportand represent not only you, our members, but manythousands of otherfamilies who will benefit indirectly. ;

We enclose a renewal form. Please think carefully about the ;advantages of paying by bankersorder- it saves you a lot ofmoneyandit saves us a lotof trouble.

 

The Lower Shaw Meeting There is going to be limited space at this soplease book as early as possible.

 

The Newsletter Please send contributions, particularly factual andcritical ones (like the notes in this issue about Ready to Read,FPNEU and Where). Is there anyone who would like to take a more activepart in editing the Newsletter - and improving it?
CONTACTS

We have offered the Newsletter as a free vehicle for contacts,advertisements, etc. I hope this gets going as I feel sure that onceit has got going it will be useful to members.

I am now convinced that BO has a valid roleto play not just insupporting its member families, but on the educational scene as a whole.We can never do this onthe slender finances produced by our subscriptions.We need donations but in the end I think we shall only survive if wecan get one of the charitable foundations, or some other body, tosupport us. Could anyone with any contact with or knowledge of possiblesources of finance please write in with suggestions.  
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| I am advertising for someone to come and help with getting our "
 administration on its fect, starting 2s oftheNewsletter, and helping to set up local meetings. It's a temporaryjob, (I can only afford

a

maximum of 2 to 3 months) would involve beingbased at Lower Shaw Farm, where the personworking would live freeand receive a reasonableamountof pocket money.

es of case studies, improving  

If you know anyone who might do this would you ask them to write to me,
HELP ITH PROGRAMMES

KenByron wrote the 0-12 leaflet. “hat do you think of it, howuseful is it, does it need re-writing, adding to, amending? I wouldlike to print this as a Handbook, but feel sure it ought to be revised,updatedand perhaps cxpanded first. Please write to me if you havesuggestions.
‘fe urgently need a similar Handbook for the 13-16s. Can anyone help?

JBGAL HELP
"le do desperately need knowledgeableand sympathetic legal help-initially general adviceonhow best to set up a legaladvisoryservice.Can anyone help, or suggest anyone who might be able to?

ASTLY — THCORE G.

 

  
The London Meeting did not come up with a core group. I stillfeel it would be very valuableto have a committed group of menbers whometevery so often (2 month intervals) todiscuss policy, strategy,action. This is how HO started and I still certainly feel a need forthe support of agroup and for a periodical exchange of ideas. Wouldanyone who would be prepared to come for a day's discussion aboutthis (probably in London but it could be elsewhere ~ eg Birmingham)please let me know - this is not limited to ‘older! members or ‘expert!members or ‘practising’ members but it is limited to adults, please.

000
‘eErtNe

 

Something like 60 people came to this - a disappointing totalthough it was very good for those of us who did come to meet each other.“le met for the first time a numberof EO membe who had travelled a longway to come and this alone made the meeting wo ile. The absenceof the general public, articularly of those 80 or so from the Londonarea who had sent en 6s over the previous year and who were circularised,was disappointing - but it is of course e common experience that thenumber of people who followup an initial enquiry is only a smallproportion of the total. “hat came through to me from the meeting wasa confirmation of the great difficulty families experience goingitalone withoutcooperation and support from other local families, andthe priority we must attach to starting up local groups. :

           

   

Here is a copy of the letter that has been sent in response toell but the first few enquiries:  



 

 and who are practi

EDUCATION OTHERWISE
Pa [ Lower Shaw FarmhouseTel (0793) 771 080 Shaw Swindon ‘ilts

March 1978.

Dear
Thankyou for your letter asking about Education Otherwise. I enclose briefinformation about our movement and an applicationfor membership.
Te have been snowed under with enquiries as a result of the Open Door televisionprogramme and I'm afraid it is impossible to reply to them allindividuallyat once, so for the moment we are limiting this to very urgent cases.‘We have a number of members throughout the country whoare willing to givePersonal advice and helpto other members. Again, as this is given on@ voluntary basis, it is obvious thet the amount oftime they.can spare islimited, but if you are in urgent need of help you would be welcome to getin touch with the one who lives nearest to you. A list of these membersis given overleaf. rr
I have read all the replies we've received up to Saturday 4 March, and thishas been avery disturbingexperience. Mostof them of course are    straightforward enquiries f% r on, butquite a largeproportionare .e8 for help, many of them quite desperate. It's clearthat thereis a pool of distress and anxiety amongst parents and children far sreater‘than most people are aware of. “e believe that everyone has a natural —right to care about their ownchi t dt thconcern is being frustrated and

 

 

 

  

   

  
  We are determined| E 1l not | offer an immediateService for its members but shalldevote itself towards improving theoverall educational provision in this country, and to establishing thefreedom of families to be allowed to make responsible choices about thesort ofeducation best suited to then.

To do this we need not only a wide membership but-far more resources thanwe have at present. So clearly there is an enormous need forhelp atmany different levels. Obviously financial support is crucial to ourcontinued existence. we have kept our annual subscription as low aspossible since we want menbership to be available to ‘everyone. The 1subscription covers the cost of the neWsletter, publications and administration,but if we are to work tovards a better educational climate we do needmuchgreaterresources. If you cansuggest sources offinanceor if you canafford to subscribe more than the minimum, please do so.
Over the next few monthswe intend to pursue three objectives. The firstis to be able to offer far more effective legal advice and support than wecan at present. The Second is to set up a number of local groups. “herethis happens will depend firstly on the number of people in the area whohave shown aninterest, but mainly perhapson the presencein the areca ofone or two people who are ableto put some energy into Setting up agroup.The third is to increase the number of advisorymembers throughout the country.

 

||So as well as financewe do need all sorts ofother contributions. If you - |can offer help of any sort please do so, but ofcourse the backbone of -this movement is t+!
   ing Education Otherwisewith their own familics, or arehopingto, or are thinkingof it, or whojust wish to demonstrate their :support by subscribing.

¢ ordinary members who. pa the ordinary subscription |
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So whether you feel that Bducation Otherwise can help you with your
individual problem, or whether you feel that you ereableto offer
help, we do need your support if we are to keep pace with this growing
social movement.
Yours sincerely
DK

My sense of outrage has not diminished since I wrote that 3% weeks
ago, and I endorse my feeling then that BO has accepted a responsibility
to combat the vindictive and punitive harrassment practised by many
schools and Local Education Authorities towards families who do not
conform or in many cases are merely askingfor help.

000

NOTES FROM FAMILIES
PathwayPeter Jones: 1 London Road, Thrupp, Glos  

This story might be called "How not to set up an EO Group",
or to be kinder to ourselves "How the Stroud area EO group did not.
get set up."

From March 1976 until about July 1977 we had been one of three
families running a "free school" group, in which the children, four in
all, with occasional extras during the holidays, spent aday a week in
each family home, and went out together on visits, etc. This group
gradually folded up because of lack of energy, and conflicts between the
parents, and also differences amongst the children. Towards the end
Ursula, then 6, said she did not want to go on taking part; she said
it was not interesting enough. I promised her that I would try to get
another group going, when we had finished rebuilding our house.

To set things roving, I wrote an article aboutEO for the local
paper. I wrote out the sims of EO in full, and quoted that letter in
the Newsletter that said, 'I want to help those parents who are genuinely
worrzd and do not know what to do ...'. I alsoplugged the advantages
of being so close to LowerShaw Form, which I described as BO's national
centre! The generaltone of the article was not anti-school at all
but more "children learn better in small groups".

The local paper was very interested, asked me for some information
about mysclf and Ursula, (can she read(!) etc., and produced a very
good article, a definite improvement on what’ I had given them. ‘hey
shortened it very little and kept in everything that I said I would
like them to emphasize. : :

The response to this article was very good, and we thought we were
really going to be able to set something up. The people who contacted
us and came to our first meeting were very varied, with different
educational problems. They were (1) two craft workers with two children

  

  

  5 and 8, the older one with ‘behavioural problems', (the father's
ion),(2) two artists with a child of 5 with severe 'school

rejection’. He 3 nose-bleeds at school and has to be 'dragged'
there every morning, (3) 2 catholic family, two children 5 and 8, who  
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wanted higher standards than the schools are offering at present.They were interested in the idea of an EO group when their childrenreached ‘secondary age', (4) a womanwith two boys 8 and 10, the youngerof which was playing truant and breaking into the house during the dayto make himself meals, (5) » couple, man’a full-time teacher, with a girlaged 7. The wife had already written to Dick at EO. Their daughter,Lucy, was bored at school, and could not learn several things she wantedto learn. She was a very lively, intelligent child ond got onvery wellwith Ursula. Unfortunately, they made it clear that they just wanted
some extra activities for her. Theywere not going to take her awayfrom school.

All these people had dropped in to see us separately, so we
arranged a Sunday meeting at our house. ‘Te had 28 people there,
including children. They chatted informally, while Julie and I mdeintroductions, got food going, and found the children things to do.At one point, Ursula and Lucy decided that they wanted to go out tothe park and teke two younger kids with them. Thesetwo, 3 and 5 had
started the afternoon shy and withdrawn, but by now they were very keen
to go to this new place with two older children they had only knownan hour. I thought this a lovely example of how learning and growthoccur in a free atmosphere (the acceptance of responsibility andwillingness to trust) and far more important for the children's developmentthan resding or long division, but it seemed to have nosignificance forthe other parents.

We then had a more formal session, where each family explainedtheir situation and said what they wanted out of an EO group. It wasobvious from the start that families (3) and (5) were not really
interested. People asked us a lot about our previous venture, why itfailed, what we did, how we got on with the LHA, (no-one seemed to haveany idea about the true legal situation, ) and what particular things
Ursula could do. Some just could not believe thet a child could be a
happy, wholesome, vidual without going to school (no comment!)
It was obvious from what peopleasked that no-one had really gone into
the topic of non-school education, or had even questioned the commonlyaccepted 'processirig’ that goes on in schools. ‘They still seemed tothink that children need to be pushed, cajoled, bribed, prodded,stimulated (a favourite word, this) to learn, while I noy find nyselfat the extreme of the educational spectrum. I don'tthinkchildrenneed any institution in which to follow their education. Experiencewith Ursula has shown me thet self-regulated and self-generated learningdoes take place and is much more economical in energy and time thanartificial, forced learning. All this took me rather aback, becauseI had supposed thet anyone interested in BO would at least have thoughtabout these matters a little,

     

 

Other people's experience impressed our visitors 2 lot, and two
or three of the families were going to drop in on the drama weekend atShaw Ferm which, so unfortunately for us, was cancelled. (I thinkthese meetings where practising EO people can talk to interested outsiderswould be very valuable support forthose of us trying to set up a group.People keep agreeing that Ursula is ‘bright, intelligent, sociable,tha
independent, contactful', etc, all words people have used about her;they they say ..... but she would be anyway! “hat can you do, but showthem more nice, bright, sociable, ete children who do not go to school?It's just like the doctor who, when you say you have cured yourselfwith garlic, the orgone box, or whatever natural remedy you happen touse, says "Yell, you must have been going to get better anyway"! )  



 

 

_ In‘spite of this, therewas a very warm: atmosphere, a lot oflearning goingon amongst the perents, and everybody was keen to haveanother more seriousworking neeting, when we could thrash out whatarrangements we were going tomake for the children.
_ Prior to the second meeting families (3) ana (5) withdrew, os°expected, so we had three families ancluding ourselves, and the promiseof help from two friends, one a mathematics graduate, the other anexperienced ex-nurse and playground leader with a son of nearly 2.Family (1) insisted at this meeting that we Pind ocentreof some sort,so that the children could 0 on doing the same thing from day to day,if they wanted. I was not sure whether this was not an impossibledemand that would be an excuse for withdrawal, but came round to theidea after a while. I thought it would be betterfor the children,and we would stand more chance of attracting other families, if we had& conveniently situated place in Stroud and looked more like a "school".
During the next couple of weeks we looked at various places andfound onethat was very Suitable, for £10 a week. This did not seem tooexpensive, if we couldfind a few more families to join us. Soon afterthis apparent step ahead, family (1) withdrew (after initially offeringtopay the rent for a while! ys because they could nottrust us tobeable to deal with their son's ‘behavioural problems' - a great deal ofthinly veiled ageression - even though there was no evidence that hisschocl was doing anything aboutit either! A couple of weeks afterthis the truant in family (4) found a friend atschool and started to‘settle down', and then there were none, except us and Ursula.

the number of visits and telephone calls I made, gathering peopletogether andexplaining things. It was also very educational to me inthat it taught me how very dependent people are on the official schoolsystem. Even people who are self confessed drop-outs and revolutionariesseem to turn to the state - Big Daddy - to educate their children forthem, instead of stending on their own two feet and doing the jobthemselves. Another lesson seems to be that we in EO perhaps den'trealise what o very unorthodox, cranky, peculiar thing weare doing innot sending our children to school. How do we bridge this cnornous Gap?What pointsof contact are there between us and people who sendtheirchildren to school, convinced that they are doing them a favour?, oyPerhaps the London meeting will bring out something here. (PS It didn't,except the small public attendance just underlined how little real |interest there is in what we are doing.) In one case it was quiteobvious, especially to the mother, that her child was having a terribletime at school, and she was quite keen to join us, but her husband wasdust launching his paintingcercer, ond having a child at home all thetime, and threeor four other kids in thehousea day aweek wouldinterfere with his work. Clearly, he had vetoed the idea, and the

This was all a very disillusioning experience. I couldn't count

 

' childhadbeen sacrificed for his career, This is a thingthat we must’ face - most parents are only too glad to get rid of their chiléren from9 till 4every day. Thepresenceof children in the home seven daysaweek can generate quite a lot of tension, as we know to our om boost.This is a particular problem when you only have onechild.  



 
“hat of Ursula and her progress?

‘hile I was busy trying to get a group going she was rather left
to her own devices. Inspite of this she has made great progress in
many directions, and this has inadvertently proved to us that self-
regulated learning is the best wey, and ali that children need isa sufficient varicty of experienceand basic materials and available
people when they want to ask about things. One thing that happens
a lot, and which is very much excluded at school is that shecan decide,
often quite unconsciously, what response she is going tehave from any
given experience. At school the type of response is usually decided
in advance by someone else. (Have a disc ssion,- bring out the followingpoints!) Locking in a derelict canal lock could be accordingto the
interests or mood ofthe viewer historically, poetically, mathematically,
enginecringly, artistically, socially, botanically, zoologically,
interesting. I am rather disma,ed to see in the Newsletter that some
parents are busy teaching their children long division and gremmer and
saying when they should or should not have learnt a particular thing.
As far as I am concerned the time to teach Ursula long division is when
she comes up to me and asks me how you divide 27 into 233. It's quite
possible that she will find out how to do it herself, in the same way as.
she has already worked out severel basic mathematical processes.

  

She learnt to read very easily in this way. A year ago she could
  

 

then suddenly got interested in it, and workedthrough thefirst
four Ladybird books. (She chose theseherself - we thought they wereawful.) and then just took off. It occurred to me that it was a
of her intelligence not to explain some spellingrules to her. Learningwith the: "Look andSay” method had made her think that you hadto 'kmow'; thes like learning a language.

he i ati as I did notwant
re with sonething that was going 80 we 1 already, but she

jumped at it enthusiastically. We took a common vowel combination su
as EA or OW end made a list of useful words containing it. She 1cthis and would think of new words for these lists all over theplace.

" est BE words for the BA list, but. when I explained
: took it in her stride. After doing a few of these groups on

paper, we gave up doing it, as she hadrealised that once you know
a little you can work out ae pronuncinticn of any word. Shequicklyprogressed to being able to work out words like ‘excavation’. This
alllasted 4-5 months, but grasping the basic principles of reading took
about a week somewhere inthe middle. The same thing is happening nowwith writing. This seems to be a common pattern with children learning

" own pace. For a while they are well behind what schoolswould

  
  

        

 

 

 

   

 

  
  

  

"eaneees but at some stage shoot ahead and then are well in advance ofaverage school attainment.
At present we feel no anxiety about Ursula's 'education', it islooking after itself very well. ‘hat does worry us is the lack of

Ape term-tine. She does get bored at times, and this can
be a cause of tension. When given the chance she mixes very well with
other children and makes friends very easily. The only regular mixing
she gets with other children in term-time is the four classes she goesto outside school hours -dancing (2), troamdining, and speech anc drama.These are oll activities she has chosen herself. ‘hen our first groupventure was falling apart, Ursula said she would rathergo to an ordinary
School, if we could not get another free venture going. Now she seems

 

not read ot all, except for familiar words like bus stop ond bus destinations.

 



 
‘each subject and how to teach it. (This wasn't really helpful beceuse

a lot more decided against school, and always changes the subject when
schocl is mentioned. I realise we are now coming to adecisive point
in her development. In comparison with other children she is more and
more obviously becoming non-schooled, and this difference will increase |
as she gets older. If she stays out of school much longer, it will be
cruel to send her to school at all. I'd be very interested to know from
other parents with one child how they manage the problems brought about
bylack of company. At bad moments I feel we may be forced into sending
Ursula to school, just because of the stranglchold schools have on
children's physical presence. School really is a radical monopoly,
to use Ivan Illich's term. He means by that that our institutions allow
no other way. Ferhaps we few practising membersof BO are ahead of cur
time. ‘he experience of trying to get a group going here makes me
realise it is futile expecting much support ns yet. We must expect to
go it alone for some time.

   

Several people have asked about PNEUand we print below an account
of her own experience of it from June Heard ofPaignton,

I paid their fee of £35.00 for books and £5.00 formembership,
fair enough because it did mean I received quite a lot of books whichobviously must beacceptable to LEAs and not being a teacher (quelifica!)
I didn't know where to start with the over12age group. The fee they
chargefor advice and tuition is £150 for three terms. For this they
provide a suggested curriculum, a teaches'handbook with a bit about
everyone will teach in theirown way and its just commons ens c anyway)
and a booklet for eachform in which the syllobus is putdown witha bookor books (which they supply from the £35.00)on each subject
and suggestions on how the pupil should work. Three assessment forms
were sent, one foreach term but if the child was going alongOK themiddleterm one need not be sent in. Theseforms had a line for erch
subject, English, Geography, etc to report the child's progressand to
also say how the person teaching was coping, then the tutor would send
back their comments on both pupil ond teacher, As Viv is progressingwell
and teaching is something that alters I felt we didn't need this service
so I took a chance and wrote saying we were getting along fine and wouldnot need the tutor's help. I sent the forms etc back and asked fora refund of part ofthe money , explained we had not kept to the
PNEU curriculum andwere answerable to the LEA who could in fact askus to change the curriculum and so Idid not feel PNEUwas suitable forthis country whilerealising it could be a great help for parents whohave to go abroad. ‘They sent me back £100, the fee for the two terms to come.

  

   

 

 
 

 

So in answer to your query on PNEU, I don't think theyare needed
in this country, now there is EO. All we need when teachingis-
suggested books, we have the 0-12 years leaflet, (I am tryingtoputone together for the12 years upwards) eventually we must tryto have
one for the upper agegroup, and we need people to advise on the LEAs in
various areas - we will slowly get t, and someone to turn to as
various queries arise - we have our list of voluntery helpers, so I cannot

anyone to usethe services ofPNBU. £50 per term is fartoo
high for an assessment at the end of ench term. Although theysa
advice can be obtained atany time, they do suggest ifthere is difficultywith maths a professional teacher should be consulted anda:
noFrench-speaking person available, French would be better leftout
so its not very satisfactory is it?
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From Lorna Trevelyan=piciechi:
"Ready to Read" published by "Three Four Five Ltd", Kenley, Surrey, £7. 35.

Thad not intended to start on the "Ready to Read course untilafter the summer holidays but Samuel (then 34) was present when theparcel arrived so we had to open it straight away and he wented to beginat once, so I decided to take advantage of his immediate enthusiasm -I advise anyone buyingthe course toorder all three packs at once toenable one to see the whole aim of the course.

 

Esch pack teaches eight or nine words by use of games and puzzles.Zach pack also contains "reading books" that canbe read throughcompletely by the childwhen he has learnt all 8 or 9 words. Thematerial, I think, is very well presented, of good quality, clear,attractive, ond immediately appealing to children, particularly thethree clowns through whose mouths words are posted. The dice geme inpack 3 was rather ineffectual and oneor two illustrations in the"reading books" were not quite clear but as one would discuss thepicture before reading each page I suppose this causes no trouble.These are my only criticisms.
The first pack teaches "I, can, see, look, at, me, ay, mummy, daddy."You will see that these words are very commonly used by young childrenand meny permutations of sentences can be made by re-arranging the words.This first packincludes the3 clowns, a magic puzzle, and a sentenceslide which is particularly effective. ‘There is also a packet of the9 words duplicated several times each and n word ledge for standingthem on to make sentences. Also, sticky-backedwords for making"stepping stones games. Instead of using the picture cards provided of" ", "daddy", "me",we used our own photographs. One drawback ifyou have a daughteris that picture of "me" is of a boy. EachPack contains a "work book", which is not as dreadful as it sounds.Samuel liked the mazes other puzzles but not the colouring-in whichds meant to train hand movements.

  

 

    

  

 

   

    he booklet supplied with the course gives advice on how it shouldbe used and about learning to rend in general. It emphrsizes that ten ;minutes per day is better then half anhour perweek but we did not findthis so we became so involved that the "lessons" invariably lasted40 mins. Ittook us five weeks to get through the first pack as weday, partly from lack of time and partly as I was4 s-reading and number activities with Samuel on other days,apart from the usual painting ete, and Nursery School every afternoon.He asked to do some readingnearly everyday but due to the otheractivities mentioned, I thinkthe average was every fourdays.

 

   

 

 

 

The secondpack teaches "run", “and”, "jump", "sit", "the", "baby","go", “play", with the aia of moregames and puzzles; it took three weeksto do this pack, partly as I got nysel atter organized at home, andthe baby became less demanding onmy time. 

We then had a month's holiday in Italy which I thought would bedisastrous to the reading because of lack cf practice and the changeof spoken language, buton the first day afterour return, Semuel asketo start the third pack. Firstly, we revized and consolidatedthe pr17 words learnt and to my surprise he remembered allbut two on a firsttesting. ‘Ye spent a month onthis pack as I wanted to make sure thetSamuel was learning the words thoroughly and remembering the old ones.The new words were "big", eee", can't", utENe naNS Mant) ‘up, "down".
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By the end of the course Samuel could read all the reading booksfluently, was sounding initial letters of words as clues, and wasspontaneously analysing similar words such as can/can't, it/is/in.He's learnt to read what was actually written insteadof what he expectedand I notice that his eyes now travel in advanceof the word he isactually pronouncing, scanning the words to come.

 

 

I was very pleasedwith this course and found it very exciting tcsee the progressmade daily. Samuel, too, really enjoyed it and wasupset on several oceasions when we had done as much as possible for oneday and had to put the material aways
I would notadvise using this course in isolation, though. Theeccompanying booklet gives further practical s uggestions, but it isessential that the work be followed up, for example, I used words learntto mike netices for Samuel's pointi #8, we identified words he knewon notices out and about, and heincluded them in his writing.
This ‘course shold not be used without a child having plenty of"pre-reading experience" as the jargon goes.
I know thet several members of EO arc against teaching reading atsuch a youngage but, to the child, it is just another activity, asenjoyable as jig-saw puzzles or counting. The hangups appear whenreading is made into a necessary task and physical cr moral coercionisused. The minutes spent together by parentnnd chila on readingactivities can be just as pleasant ond os intimate as the bedtine story.

000:
NOTE: YHERE also had an article about Ready to Read, which was farmore critical - however, the three critics were as far as Igsthered professional experts rather than parents who had usedthe scheme with their own children. Has anyone else had experienceof this scheme or of its companion Nursery Course, or of anyother similar schemes, such as the Humpty Dumpty Club scheme? DK.
From Georgina “inkley

Iam a de-schooled teachur with mytime at my own disposal, andI vant to use some of it in the interests cf Education Otherwise.There are several things I can see that I can do. I can think about thelong-term needs of BO, and its implications for cha: ge in society;I can offer the resources of my owm experience as teacher and parent,and of 8 wide range of contacts among people concerned with learningin one way cr another; I can tell a lot of people about EO and increaseSupport for its activities; I have two ranges of specific skills whichEO people may want to use, and which I shall be sharing in workshops.
I am at present training myself in the Buzan Learning Methods,an ever-expanding compendium of procedures that reliably work, mainlyrelevant to secondary and higher education butcapable of adaptationto younger learners. The methods are bascd on the assumptionthat thereare no known limits tothe capacityof the human mind, and are evolvedin accordance with observation of how people effectively learnand renenber.Iam developing the application of these skills to liter-ture andcreative work. When I begin to run courses I willsoe thet BO membersknow about them.
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A problem all EO parents have to face at some point is how to

remove the effects of distressful learning experience, either in their
children or in themselves. Their children may find it difficulttothink in certain areas or to acquire certain necessary skills, because
of what happened in school. Or they may be wondering how to guide
a child who is interested in something they have always had a block
about doing, Here, the methods of Re-evaluation Counselling canhelp.
like the Learning Methods, they proceed from the assumption of unlimited
human potential; they attribute cur apparent limitations to the effects
of hurtful experience = which can be entirely removed. They provide
‘asolid back-up both in terms of what to do, gnd inhow to set up
ongoing support. I shall be running a course in June to make thismethod available to people with an interest in educational change.

 

The course is one way I've thought of to get together people in
various roles to establish their common ground in relation to educational
change, and make it easier for them to pull together. I'd liketosee
- Beenie shone because I see EO itself as one smoteite currentin

  ait purposeful. If large numbers of pasate| ike or ke |
outof school, we will need people working within the system to think
in terms ofproviding a service for home-based learners. EOfamilieswill also make an impact on work-patterns and attitudes: they will neod
flexible hours and o break-down of the brend-winner/home=makerdivision
of labour, and many young people growing up in BO settings will go .

into work with a more active appro most school-leavers have.
Weneed to have people arcund who are thinking nbout these long-range
issues ond guiding the changes as they take place. I can be oneof then
and recruit others.

  

In its present phase,
Publicity helps, butp
I cen tell many ‘peo
and make theirviewpo

EO needs to increase its membershiprapidly.
al contact is the most effective way. _

about ‘EO Bod winsupport for its activities,
5 voeilable to KO.

  
  

  

That, then, is the range of support I can see myself giving
to EO over the next eightcen months at least: making available my
skills and contacts, spreading the word, and thinking as clearlyas
I can about where we're going and how toget there.
* Details from: Georgina Winkley, 176 Bellingdon Rd, Chesham, Bucks.
NOTE: Georgina will also be contributing an introductory session

to ourmeeting at Lower Shaw in May.
000 :

Martin Hemsworth reports: "TheLEA |dropped the court case when
they realised that I was happy about the idea of a court involvement;
youcan draw your own conclusions.

We have one more boyin our group now and have had an educational
visit ond test. The result was very good and the boy's standard highover all areas.

I will be happy to advise or inform ony interested person.
Martin Hemsworth's letter, which started in Newsletter 4, is

concluded overleaf:



 

I was now teaching again, not one but two, the only difference wasthat this time I knew what to do and was confident in my ability to succeed.
It was at this time that yet more information of incredible teaching

and lack of care came to light. I had in the short space of time they
had been back at school, told them Paul could not constructsentences,and they said they would attack this area. Attack it, I think they
surrendered. In oneexercise he had to form sentences from wordsspelt; SWIFT. "The flue high in the sky swift;" this was mirked correct
FLUTTER. "I we flutter you with the good news". VAIN. "The boy was
in vain for what he did". These were marked correct, and there were
more just as bad. I might add I have still got these plus many more
examples of incredible teaching, if I can use that word.

This term went as the last, steady progress, no co-operntion from
the LEA. The advancement being shown made it very clear how theschool
had been holding my sons back, particularly Paul. I was now not only
sure I had done the correctthing by them, but had proof of this.
I wonder how many children could have gone further if they had been
given the chance, bythis I mean thatnot onlyfailures possibly would
have achieved, but those who succeeded may have had even more potential,
I can not speak factually on the higher level as Ihave no experience
of the successful, or apparently successful child, what I canfactually
state, is there must be thousands of our children who need not have
failed, if they had received dedicated and correct teaching. Also I donot apologise for saying (and have strong evidence) that high level
quelifications are secondary to the right approach and atmosphere in
obtaining a sound education. Any child given the right stinulus will
want to learn and enjoy doing so.

 

We arrived at Christmas with a good term's work behind us, plenty
ef satisfying results and two happy boys pleased thet they were advancing
well along the academic road. Holidays are a good time to take stockand re-assess the situation.

“hen the LEA are totally anti you feel vulnerable to attack: although
satisfied with one's motives and results obtained and able and confidentto fight, never knowing whenyou are going to be set-upon is disconcerting.

I think the real aggravation is that you can never totally relax,having to keep one eye on them all the time. ‘then underteking an
Education Otherwise project you need total concentration and dedication.

On discussing the future plans for the boys" educetion, as alreadystated, my wife and I felt confident until one problem began to playa big part ..... money. The financial situation was critical; as I hadall but given up various enterprises. The chance of a job in a Children'sHome had arisen and olthcugh not well paid, could help to pay some ofthe bills. Careful consideration was given: the beys were consultedon their views and we all came to a decision. That decision was that ifanother school could be found then the boys could try it. I also feltthat they had gained a good grounding in basics and shovld be able to
do well.

  
All as planned Istarted work. The boys went off to their new

school. .I asked if I could have an interview with the Headmistress and
Year Tutor. The reason I felt this was important was that I @id not wish
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the boys to be branded by reports from the other school. Showingthenthe reason for myaction and the results obtained, they would thenassess the boys themselves end act accordingly. After many requestsfor this interview all of which were turned down, I realised I wasbranded @ trouble mker, I can understand this as they had no idea ofthe real facts, but felt once again no control or rights over my sons"education were going to be allowed; add this to the mistrust I held forour education system I decided that I wouldtake over for ,ood. Theboys were keen, once more we departed on aneducation otherwise project,onlythis time allthe way.

 

My wife would earn the bulkof the wage, and the questionwascould we survive, would we survive? The answer was an emphatic yes.Our standards fell, the car went, struggle we did and still are, butthe success more then made upforthis,
Inever thought a set pattern was necessary or indeed good. I decidedthat flexibility was preferable - to let the children's natural interestand questions set the subjects and topics. Mathsand English. obviouslytock priority and on these I did set a regular pattern of progrthis I felt was vital. On all the other subjects I have found theteveryday life has led us into hours of interesting discussion, such as:— er, cae {riction, anae sroston» mers are many more

  
     

  

3 Ly aa. in thats life and thusBe one ee of the planets, ancluding the sunad them talking and reading for days. It is surprising how
nto nll sortsof subjects, but the real success is in thechildren being captivated and eagerly discussing oll and sundry.

 

  

This further cements my opinionthat the interested child will2nd that many failures in stete school are caused by thechild
e to express himself becauseof the rigidity insisted on.

 

learn 4:
being unab

 

  

Manytales of low standards kept coming to ay notice. I felt
the need tot:try and get this fact noticed; this of course was not on,the LEA Gid notwish to see, nevermind|acept, that perhaps I was rightand could achievewhere they failed.

Coverups end vendettas are strong worés, but they go on withalarming consistency. Statements made by our local headmaster include:"I will do what I like when I like with your son, I can even have a sayin their home life, it is our job to bring them up and we have themlonger than you do anyway." This was said to my wife and me."You are too old to look after.your son, why not lenve him to us".This was said to anotherperent. ‘hen she asked to change schools,he said, "I will write such a bad report about your son no school willteke him." Incredible? There are many more.
The chairman of governors of this schocl said when askedfor help,"Yes, I have seenhis work, it is shocking, but scme fathers do havethickkids".
That thick kid, my son Paul, is now presenting clearan€ precisewriting, his spelling and grammer are up to and abcve expected and hismaths are at a very high standard on presentday levels. Apart fromthe academic advances gained they are happier end enger to learn, theyseem to be more aware ofeducation and the fascinations of learning.

13  



 

 My philosophy is this: give the child a happy ané secure environment
end treat him as an individual in his ‘ownright. Discipline must be
fair, not petty and dogmatic. Aim at thechild's needs, not at aset
curriculum, which in many cases is irrelevant to those needs. Flexibilityis the last and essential criteria. I have proved in practice that myviews do vork. TI hasten a I do not, nor have I stated, thnt Icouldobtain high level qualifications, but I do say that I can obtain (andhave) a high level of literacy ana numersey, plus a sound knowledgeof geography, science ond history. I would be sad if atleast a top
grade CSE in these subjects could not be obtained.

 

    

The LEA find anything to pick on, not mixing with other childrenbeing one; I have five children and they play with other children everynight and at weekends. I think a very importent point on the vicws of
the LEA is whodecides on the way a child is brought up and what is good
cr best? The parent surely.

I do not consider the school good or the attitudes of the schooldesirable. Thestandards of my boys were terrible and I have proved itwas the system they were faced with that wes atfoult. | ‘failed and no one can say others e without fingers rossed; F would beless thana good father if I returned them to a system that had alreadyfailed them.

    

Anyone is weleome at any time to see forthemselves the standardsboth academic and disciplinary. The work speaks for itself.
c0o

OTHER NEVS
Residential “eekend Meeting | at Lower Shaw Form, 19-21 May

This will primarilybe an opportunity for parents and childrentomeet and get to know eachother.
Therewill as well be three structured activities or events offered:

1. <A seminarfor adults run by James Fearnley."Lea: & to live with children. Self-Regulation throughWilhelm Reich and A S Neill".

 

 

 

2. A sem for adults run by Georgina ‘finkley."The naturecf the learning process".(see Georgina's article in this issue foran introduction to this )
  

3. Mainly for children. iy?
Spinning and Weaving with Kathy Campbell.

Cost is £10.00 peradult, children 3-12 inclusive half price,children under 3 free.
Accommodation is limited to about 30 adults and older children(ie there are 30 beds) - it is hoped that the under 3s will sleep ineots or carricots or on the floor.
If you wish to come please book early on the form inclosed in this Newsletter.  



 
 

  

This organisation represents the consumers' voice in education;it speaks on behalf of the parents and children who are the recipientsof this compulsory dict whose ingredients they have so little control over.
ACE runs a free advisory service end this hes in the past beenespecially associeted with its advice on choosing schools, both stateand private, but it does actually cover all aspects of education.
It also publishes YHERE (subtitled "The Education Magazine forParents"). This costs £5.50 per annum for which you et ten issvescovering the whole range of problems connected with schooling andeducation. Its articles are sometimes a bit dry end academic - forinstance see the comment on page 10 om the article on theReady toRead schene, but this apart it is far the best guide to what is happeningineducation, and would certainly be of value to NO members.ACE has recently moved from Cambridge to London, and has alsochanged its director. The newdirector is Peter Newell who with —

jlison Trufit set up the white Lion Free School in Islington. Befothat he was “ducation Officeratthe National Council for Civil liberties.Does this mean that ACE and ‘HERE are about to develop a more radicaland cutting edge in the educational world? I am sure it does and thatas well as working to improve state schooling they have en interestin alternetive approaches to education and will support us and ourfamilies.

 

Jean Heard writes:
"As to ACB/HERE ... I have been a member andregularreader of“HERE since 1966 - not quite a founder member, but not far off! Ithas given me a verygreatdeal of inte: and support all thewhileMartin and Alison were growing up andbeing educated at home.Obviously some articles/issues are more relevant to one's immediateneedsthanothers - but taken as a whole I find its attitude excellentand it enriched my educational outlook more than any other single factor.

 

    
   

"It will certainly continue to be sympathetic to Otherwise approachesunder PeterNewell.
So, if you can't afford the £5.50, make sure your local librarytakes it and that you remember to read it every month.
In ournext issue we will reprint an article from “HERE en "Parent/Teacher Co-operatives" by Michael ‘Young and Eric Midwinter

000
BOOKSPREAD
Leila Berg and Judy Hall have started an organisation called Bocksprond(Books for Children, Books about Children) to sell net and non-netbooks (ie books geared to bookshops, books genred to schools. Thereare some very attractive non-dreary books published for schools)to parents groups, play groups, ete.
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Their stock can be seen and bought at: 20 Rowan Crescent, London $716(OL 76h.4883) 4.30 - 8.30 most evenings - phonefirst.
They are also getting out detailed and explanatory booklistsSo that people can buyby mail; so far list (A) covers the Nippers andLittle Nippers series (First Read-to-Yourself storiesfor 5,6,65, 7,755 83the 5-year old cnes can also be read to 3-5) and the "snaps" series ofotographic stories for 3-6 as featured in the Observer; and listB) covers children's books about birth. Each list is 30p - send ;a large sae too, They will take out bookstalls too, but only locally.

 
 

c0o0

 

_ The National Union of School Students was set up in 1972 to giveschool students more say over the way schools are run, and to make thembetter places for ourselves, Just about everything in schools is decidedfor us, but we haveour opinions of School life and they should belistened to and acted upon. ‘le have started this campaign to win forschool students the rights we feel we are entitled to. If you wantmore information about NUSS or want to join us, writeto:NUSS, 3 Endsleigh Street, London "C1 (Tcl 01 387 1277).

 

 

 

The Union has launched a school students' charter which listsfive major infringements of their rights:
1. No Corporal Punishment
2. No School Uniform3. No Petty Rules
4. No Prefects.5. No SecretFiles

4s they are, by definition, a school students union, it is perhapsnaturalthat they haven't yet gone as far as listing
6. NoCompulsory School

Perhaps someof our non-school students would be interested to join andraise this issue?
Copies ofthe charterand other information are available fromthe above address.

000
SOME LEGAL PROBLEMS  

We all know Section 36 of the 1944 Education Act by heart but whatabout Section 37? Here are some shortened extracts:
(i) If it appears to the LEA that the parent is failing to perform; the duty imposed under Section 36, it shall be the duty oftheauthority to serve upon tho parentanotice requiring him toSatisfy the authority that the child is reccivingefficientfull-time education .....

    
    

(ii) If the parentfails to satisfy the authority then ifin _the o f he authority it is expedient thetthechildshould attend school, the autl ority shall serve upon the paront& .-s++. school attendance order,
       

  



 
(v) If any person upon whom a school attenéance order is served failsto comply with ... the order, he shall be guilty of an offenceagainst this section unless heproves that he is causing the childto receive efficient full-time education.
(vi) If in proceedings ageinst any person ..... that person is acquittedthe Court may direct that the attendance order shall cease to bein force but without prejudicetotake furtl tion under th

 

  

 

I heveunderlined the passages that are worrying, for they make itclear thst the onus is slways on the parent, and that until an actual
summons in Court it is alwoys the LEA's “opinion” that hos to be satisfied.
In addition there is no provision for removing: the child from school
as a protectionagainst harn or evident stress or distress; there isnever anysuggestion thet any outside person or body could be consulted,or nct as adviser or arbiter. Furthermore, even if the parent who hesbeen summonsed is found not guilty, this does not preclude furtherharrassment by the authority in the future. (Subsection 4)
And what about that word "may"? It scens to imply that the Court hasdiscretion and may not? Under what circumstances would it not liftthe attendance order. 
Here is Section 39.

 

(4) If ony child ..... who is a registered pupil at a school fails toattend regularly thereat, the parent of the child shall beguiltyofan offence.
In other vords if your child is registered there is noquestion ofan otherwise opticn, or of providingan "ef ent" altcrnetive, youare automatically guilty. But how does child become de-registered?Is it sufficient to notify the school? Suppose the headmaster says"what you are proposing is illegrl, I refuse to de-register him"(this has ectually happened). “hat is the legal position then? _Then, how far are you expected to ge in using force if a child refusesto go to schcol? Are you actually required to use force (there areseveral cases of parents being browbeaten by threats fron the authoritiesinto dragging their children kicking and crying to school). If theeducational psychologist gets your GP to prescribe tranquillisers haveyou any alternative to forcing your child to take them (there are casesof families submitting to this toc). If in your opinion thechild hesa legitimate reason for not going to school and ycu don't force him togocan you be summonsed under theChildren and Young Persons ict becausethe child is in "Need of Care and Control”. (This has happened too).

Other Problems
__ “hat are the rights ond obligations of the school inspectors oradvisors who come to check up on you?

  

Are they allowed to turn up unannounced?
How often? (One family was visited 10 times in 3 weeks, usuallyfor a whole zorning. )
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4re they allowed totalk to the children without theparents beingpresent?
dre they allowed to test children?
Are theyallowed to sit in on classes?

We all know thet there is no definition givenof "efficient", ete butto what extent is the authority entitleé tc insist upon its own definition.(eg you must be a qualified teacher). At present many of them do ina completely arbitrary and unaccountable fashion.
Then what is "full-time"? |
Can the Authority ley down the hours you are obliged to spend"teaching", and are there any guidelines for this? .

These are just a few of the problems that families have been facedwith and come to me foradvice about. How sad it is, how outrageous,that when the whole education system in this country is beginning tocreck and fall apart the authorities should waste their p ous anddwindling resources in hounding families whodo notccmfortably conform,families who genuinely care for their children's welfere and who needand want help. :

  
 

 

I have been taken to task by one ortwo parents who happen toliveunder benevolent and reasonable LEAs, fer seeming to want to declarewar on the authorities. Nc, I don't, and we are careful to stete asoften as we can that we wish to cooperate with then and that we ndviseever,one to do so ifthey can, but what if the euthority won't cooperate?
000

THE CAT AND THE RAT

 

There was a cat that waseating a rat, and the poor
rat said te the cat why J
don't you eat the mat? the cat said I‘don't like the mat but whilo

; cat was talking to theratthe rat ran under the hat.

 

  

The cat couldn'tfind the ratsothe cat wentto sleep whilethe rat gnawed at the hatand a man set a trap for therat, the man put the trapunderthe hat and he caughtthe ratunder the hat and gaveit to the cat.
The cnt didn't Like the ratso he put the rat on the hatand sat on the rat end that was on thehat the rat crawled outofuncer the cat and hid under themat. i man stepped on the mat andSquashed the rat that was underthe mat and that cay the cat hadsquashedrat
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‘That day an Army of rats
attacked the catsand rats
got eaten except one that hid
under a hat thatwas on a mat
and that one rot bit a eat but
the cat caught the rat and
the poor rat vas eaten by thecat
The cats thought they would
attack the rats so they attacked the rats
and the rats bit the cats and the cats
ate the rats and the cats didn't win
and the rats didn't win so the cats
blocked the rats holes but the rat gnawed
through and then they had new ;
holes and the cats couldn't catch the rats
So all the cats went to sleep and
all the rats gnawed at hats and mats

by “illiam Marshall, aged 8

AUTUMN
Orange, yellow, brown and red,
Falling leaves from overhead.Silkyfluff of Old man's beard,
Reminds us though the flowers are dead
New plants will come agein next yearFrom their brown seeds which now appear.
Elderberries in big mauve bunches,
Providing es with their lunches,
Hips and haws and conkers too,
Show us where the flowers grew.
Plums, apples and pears on thetrees,
Onthe ash hangbunches of keys,Mountain ash with berries red,On which the blackbirds will be fed,
Onthe ground beech and oakmest
Gathered by the squirrels to last
Until next year comes once againfnd spring once more will start her reign.

   

ot
¢

by Elizabeth Theobald, then 8 years 10 months

THE OLDIAN
He sits a-dozing, thinking of long ago.What he thinks about is not for us to know.
His brow, now bereft of its crownHas its tele to tell,
Hollowed and saggéd cheeks, deep laughter lines
Alsotell one well,

inkled hands in lap and slippered feet,
His bent body now relaxing inhis seat.

 

     

1g



His gentle snores,
The rise and fall cf chest,
Eyes half closed, :
His after-dinner rest.Soon a sudden noise will make hin start,"that's that?" he'll ask and clasp his heart.
"It's all right, it's only me,
Would you like a cup of tea?"

by Vincent Theobald, then 11 years 11 months.
000:

CONTACTS
Project Two

The idea for this project has come out of the Rural ResettlementGroup, which is also based at Lower Shaw Farm, and which was formed inJenuery 1977 to stimulate and support those who wish to live and workin rural communities.
it present we are a group of mixed ages and interests - including7 adultsand 4 children, who intend settling together within a rural

community with the aims of establishing links with and eventuallyintegrating with that community. We wish to meet others sympathetic.to our aims who would like to join us. :
One of our immediate objectives would be to resist the tendencyfor rural communities to become commuter areas or second homes that arelargely uninhabited for much of the time, and that consequently offerno work or recreational stimulus for their inhabitants. _
Education will be an important aspect of the Projectbut we are notnecessarily committed to EO from the start. Our attitude will of coursedepend onthe composition of the initial members and will anyway remainflexible, but the feelingat present is to see what the local educationalscene is like and whether there is an opportunity of working within itto break down the barriers between the schooland the comunity.

 

Certainly I expect that if the local school ané education authorityare not amenable than theintention would be to set up an BO scheme for
ourselves and any other local people interested.

At present we arelooking for at least one more family with youngehildren, and we are also looking for a largish house in a village.
If you are interested in this scheme we would like to hear from you.Gan you write with details about yourselves (and an sae please) to:

Dick Kitto
Lower Shaw Farmhouse
Shaw Swindon Wiltshire  


