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HELP*******INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTRE*#*####%}RTp##tie#H
AN INFORMATION /ORDER FORM LIST IS AVATLABIE + the lists containused and recommended books and materials and can be used as a
ide to assist those seeking suitable educational materialfor children of all ages.en ARE OFFEREDTHE USE OF THE RESOURCE CENTRE: please:ing, call or write(S.A.E. please as we get no funding)RECONMENDATTONS. andDONA’ oks,tapes etc) always welcomed:the more details the better.

Andy&Diane Anderson, 95 Derrington Ave., Crewe , Cheshire CW2 7JA0270 664060 1

   

 

    

  

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of thecontribitors and not necessarily those of the editor orEducation Otherwise as a whole.
Please send contributions for the June newsletter by MAY Ist1985 tor
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editorial
I've been a practitioner of EO and a member of the organisationfor a long time, and have ‘preached the gospel' to educationalwelfare officers in their training.As this months editor, Iwould like to thank fellow EOers for help, support andcontributions as well as examples- my kids Mark&Jackie inparticular, My wife, Pam, is responsible forthe layout &design; drawings by Jody(its his birthday issue, April2nd)and the cover design was my idea, Pam's working out, with thehard graft by Lee T. and Mark D. from D.¥.C.C.1f you searchyou should find your name if your birthday is in April orMay: apologies for errors and omissions, but it does showhow many children are in EQ.The typing errors are entirelymine, and the smudges are from Rahni(the cat).

THE FLEDSCH SAGA
I'm not one for taking my kids out of school.Mark, now 17,
was asked to take ‘home education" by two successive heads,
as he was @ 'nuisance', to put it mildly, at school.
Jody, 5, left two schools last year at his own request.
They didnt suit his needs with his age, ability& aptitude.
Jackie we did take out of school, as we couldn't afford the
bills for rebuilding the wall she was bashing her head on,
there being little else to do at school, she felt.
ANCIENT HISTORY
Mark, b.2/6/67, was educated out of two secondary schools.
We nearly took him out of juniorschool, but he enjoyed the baiting Fyof the teachers and chose to re main Ye
a the¢n in the teacher's side.
He learned some traditional,
‘formal’ skills at home inTameside, and farming/crofting
ones in Shetland, and art at
the feet of his Uncle Gerard.
He later worked on two farms
(one a ¥.T.S .placement) and
has drawn for various organis-
ations, where his non-school
learned skills have been
praised, so far resulting in
his secure place on the dole. .Tacquelines b. 29/7/68, left the same Tameside comprehensive
in her first year: as has happened to many, there was no
home communication from the teachers despite many requests.
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After a year at home, she had dramatically improved her socialskills, and was far better able to read, calculate, and considerwhat went on in the world. Her skills have Slowly atrophiedthrough 3 years of school/YTS, and despite being a naturalmusician/eare assistant (with elderly and children), herfuture seems one of mothering and dole queues until retirement.
AND THE LEA?
Tameside originally sent an educationalwelfare officer round, unannounced, to put"the frighteners' on us. He scurried awaywith his tail between his legs when Itold him the law, suggested I might charge himwith harassment, and mentioned the EuropeanCourt of Hyman Rights,We then got a senioradviser, He and his colleague chatted for 2hours, received over 20 pages of requested"programme' for Jackie, and rejected itwithout explanation.We never did get anysatisfactory replies, and moved areawhilst they were muttering about legalaction, one year after Jackie left school.In Shetland, Mark left the December beforehis official summer ‘leaving’ date. Wewere given the option of either lettingour letter for de-registration fester inthe 'pending tray-action tomorrow' of theDirector of Education for 6 months; orof making a fuss.We let sleeping dogs lie,and Mark put up fence posts in peace,
BIRTHDAY BOY .Jody, b.2/4/80, went through parents and toddlersroups, Swimming classes(4th yr) and playschoolon 3rd yr), and started school with lotsof kids he knew and played with in his class.The Head didn't like parents coming into theclassroom after the first couple of days,and on his fifth day, when he explained to his teacher he neededa rest day, she tried to pull him in to the classroom. After talkswith her, head, LEA Adviser etc, we arranged, with no problems, totransfer him to another school in the area, with an excellentreputation:I can wholeheartedly recommend Mrs Metcalfe's primaryclass in the Green Lane, Barnard Castle School. Jody lastedquite a while after 2 and 3 day weeks, but after halfterm and assorted family crises, he chose to stay athome rather than continue at school. eThe LEA told us they would not take action until hisfifth birthday,so we're expecting queries any day, Weunderstand that other people have been told thatno child in Durham has ever been educated out ofschool, so either the records are poor,or NySomeone's "memory" is not quite accurate.

  



 

STRAINS OF HOME EDUCATION
IT suppose the chief factor I have to
consider is whether I can cope withhaving my children around 24hou s
a day.Andy Anderson can be misquoted
as saying that there are EOFamiles
not EQ children. It is a committment
from all those who live together with
a child out of school. The state
provides a("free") babysitter for 30
hours a week, 40 weeks a year, for 11
years or more,There is a real strain
in having kids at home for education,
however much you enjoy it. We need
to consider whether we want child-
centred home schooling enough to giveup the lack of time/privacy/money
which I have with Jody lying on the
floor besides me as I write these words.
Articles and letters often comment on
the good aspects of home education and
gloss over, ignore, the stresses,
problems, disappointments, disasters.
How about some contributions on the
sheer hell of working out maths
problems, let alone anti-LEA fights.
My shorthand notes alread fill 2 books!

 

THE FINANCIAL COST OF HOME EDUCATIONAgain, requests for not just the emotional but the financialburdens of home education: who can afford to educate a childat home- do we need our own rugby pitch &trombone, or what?The idea comes from my friend in Campbeltown, who educated hiskids at assorted schools whilst in the army, includingcorrespondence course(PNEU/WES) of the type advertised in E.0.1984/5 costs:Jody.
Playschool:3mornings a week, 30weeks a yr £66Swimming classrone night a week(LEA), 1 yr £35Transport to classes, petrol etc £161/3 share in computer £901/3 share in video rental per yr £60Video &other tapes (5x4video hrs) £27books&library fines £26games/equipment £20Storage boxes* £18,957.34
I suppose £6 a week+storage is a fair example: he doesn't needlanguage lacs or scientific apparatus and the family melodi¢ a
and big sister's recorder are quite adequate at 5.
* Wine storage boxes we feel are tailor made for young children,
and this represents £18,957 of the cost. They are bright,
attractive, full of informatlon and the correct size for video
and computer tapes etc, The wine can be disposed of easily-
sinks, sea, for cat instead of milk- we even drink it when
the drains are blocked as a last resort. 3

 



 
WHERE TO GET RESOURCES: AND WHAT ,

Apart from expensive storage equipment, we buy lots of things
at school jumbles(good cause?), Oxfam shops ,playschool sales,
and swap with neighbours/relatives/friends.Ladybird early
readers go for 2p: I'd rather he had 30 books to choose from,
at home, than one brand new(he wouldn't get new ones in school).
Hand-me-downs in games from elder brothers and sisters are also
useful: (it is advisable, when contemplating EO, to already
have had older children- forward planning, see Dr Who on
Contact List).New books and library ones are also used, but
do consider having a choice of books which look like the new
ones two weeks later anyway. z

vt: - : ppYo’ st Q
TELEVISION is an under used resource: we record programmes which
can be backed up with books, or have words written on the screen:
Lets Read with Basil Brush &Lets Go Maths are favourites, but
Bananaman, Super Ted &He Man all have books which can match the
recording, and give a real incentive to learning the words,
with maximum enjoyment and the learning highly motivated.
Words&Picture, You and Me,Look and Read and Insight(wordwitch),
not forgetting Postman Part &Playschool, provide lots of

fun, stimulation, ideas and learning for the 3-7 group.
COMPUTERS I don't know how Jody lived without one. We have
an electron, which is compatible with those used in most
educational establishments, so has lots of ‘programmes’
which will work on it.We don't have any educational programs,
put Jody learned the letters in capitals, (to go left and right
or fire at aliens): but he became familiar with letter shapes.
His hand/eye coordination improved and he learned to use his
left and right hands together when dodgings monsters around
the screen:great for future music, typing lessons and so on.
He can type his surname: he can't write it.But don't knock
computers: you can draw, match colours, have lots of fun,
and there is a real educational input- certainly at 4 yr old.
We have used a number of EO publications over the years: don't
forget the invaluable Information Resource Centre in Crewe,
and lets have readers suggestions and data for ‘supplements’
to improve the range of suggestions and materials we can
consider for all age groups: from sharing in the purchase of
sets to using "swops * of resources within regions.

EET

My educational philosophy and planning is contained in the phrase
“ RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF THE CHILD"

and I feel this is a good and sufficient basis for education.
Comments, and ideas on 'what.the LEA adviser will say to PET.4

 

 



 

EO NORTHEAST: MEETINGS TO JULY 1985
APRIL 1st(Monday): 19.30 It is important to arrive promptly as we
hope to have the company of an L.E.A.Advisor from 20.00 .At
Rick&Rosie's, 30 Cavendish Place, Jesmond, Newcastle.
APRIL 21st(Sunday)All day maths workshop at School House, HedleyHill, Durham. .
MAY 26thth(Sunday):Potting at Hedley Hill, plus all the usual walking,
playing, animals etc.
JUNE 3rd: (Monday) Evening meeting with health visitor at Rick&Rosies.
JULY 7th:Sunday- Outing to Hadrain's wall. Details to be arranged.
Some of the particulars may be changed nearer to the dates, so it
might be an idea to ring either Durham 734327 or Newcastle 812833 a few
days before if you intend coming: also if you need directions or help
with transport. People from all regions are of course very welcome-
accomodation can usually be arranged for anyone wanting to stay, just
ring either of the numbers above.

SOMERSET NEWS
Egg hunt? Ramble? Picnic? Anything you like-

we hope everyone will join us for a day early in April. It will be
mixed, Schoolers(maybe we can convert some!) and E.0.ers. So come
on join the fun, bring the babies, the grandparents oh and don't forget
the wellies and some lunch. Hot water available for drinks- hot jacket
potatoes provided- bring your own filling!

Phone for the date ete Jacqui& Martin(53) Best, Marsh Farm
Cottages, Hardington Marsh, nr Yeovil, CORSCOMBE 5h

THANKS THANKS
Thanks to all the people who responded to Janet Eversdale's appeal
in the last newsletter. Letters re the appeal were stolen from a
handbag so personal replies cannot be made. Grateful thanks to all

S.Forsyth 233 Scotland Green Rd Enfield Middlesex.
NOT STOLEN BUT LOST( IN LONDON)

1 bag of chalks, 1x12 piece jigsaw of dogs, matchbox refuse trucks&
2 green cars: please send to last editors, 25 Diabaig ,Achmasbeen.

UNSTONE GRANGE MEETINGS: BICYCLE REPAIR WORKSHOP
Peter Jones is offering to run a bike repair and maintenance workshop
at the meeting. If you would like to take part, please bring your
pike or part of it with you, and whatever tools you have got.1t would
help me to know what to bring myself- if you could phone in advance
and let me know what you want to do, I can bring tools&spares.
Peter Jones 061 860 6052
The meeting is Bank holiday weekend, May3rd-May 6th. Have you booked yet?
(see last issue, or contact Joan Hoare, 25 Moor Oaks Rd., Broomhill,
Sheffield, S10 1BX Tel. 0742 666605)
A VOLUNTEER NEEDED at Unstone to co-ordinate children's activities
(and also any workshops) over the weekend. Unstone is a good place for

_ children just to be together and play, put it is a good idea to have
someone to bring scissors, glue, paint, cardboard etc and to co-ordinate
the people who've offered to help over the weekend, Please contact
Joan Hoare if you can help in this.

 

 



SOUTH YORKSHIRE EO GROUPThere will be a meeting at Joan Hoare's house, 25 Moor Oaks Rd.,Broomhill, Sheffield Slo 1BX Te1l.666605, on Saturday, 20th Aprilfrom 10.30 a.m, Please bring something to share for lunch if you comein the morning. We can go to the local park/playground/boating lake/museum in the afternoon. Please ring me if you intend to come. Joan.
ROKE

NEW AGE INFORMATION/ COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE DEVOTED TO NATURE'S WAY,
POSITIVE THINKING, HEALING BY NATURAL METHODS.FREE INFORMATION ONPLACES/PEOPLE/THINGS RELEVANT TO NEW AGE CULTURE. ROKE MAGASINE
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY. FOR DETAILS, S.A.E, T0: ROKE, Oakhill Lane,Farm Cottage, Stony Stratford, Bucks.

Peter Williams will be editing a PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SUPPLEMENT in the June newsletter. Please send your contributionsto him by_May ist 1283 + His address is:
2, Kent Avenue, PUDSEY Yorkshire, LS 28 9ED

SOUTH EAST WALES GROUP
Invites you to put your questions on STARTING HOME EDUCATION
to a panel of home educators at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday 20th April.
CHILDREN WELCOME. Please bring a packed lunch&stay for chat after
the dicsussion. at Tyddyn y Mynydd Waunhapria, Llanelly Hill,Abergavenny, Gwent, NP7 OPN tel. Gilwern(0873) 831182
Are there any members in Oxford(or their friends?) who might be
interested in a house-swop for the first week in June(from June
1st or 2nd)? Our cottage is relatively secluded but within easy
reach of a number of beaches and castle and there is endless scope
for rambling and hill walking. Please contact Caroline and Simon
Grant, 3&4 Tanyrallt Cottages, LLanllyfni, Caernarfon, Gwynedd,LL54 6RS tel. (0286) 881868

eo ASTRONOMERS visit TO jodrell BANK radio TELESCOPE April29th
10-5:THis is one of the biggest manoeverable telescopes in the
world and there is a planetarium, an exhibition and a radio telescope
you can use as well as a lovely park to play in. It is my favourite
place in the North West. LET Mf KNOW IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE COMING
and I will try to arrange a room to eat picnics in and a guide.
Max Lovius 21 Devonshire Rd Liverpool L83 TX 051 727 4605
E.Q. NORTH WEST: MAY 26th:A gathering in Liverpool.
Please bring a contribution towards your meals and IET US KNOW
if you are coming:The Lovius family,see above, if you want a
space for the night we can arrange this. The museums, docks and the
river are all worth a visit and there are miles of lovely parksto explore as well.

  



 

NORTH LONDON EO
There are encouraging signs of EO activity in North London. Here inCrouch End over the past year the number of school age childrenactually being educated at home has risen from one to some half dozen,and similar increases are evident elsewhere.

One welcome addition to North London's membership is D r Rachel
Pinney who will be familiar to many for the method of ‘Creative
Listening' which she uses with children. The Children's Hours Trust
is a registered Education Charity founded by Dr Pinney to promote the
concept and practice of Creative Listening and play with children.
This involves giving the child the total attention of an adult for
an hour during which the child plays and the adult listens without
interfering in any way. Dr Pinney is very keen to get together with
EO members for meetings and seminars and I know this will be
welcomed by quite a number of members who have found me somewhat
unhelpful in this aspect of co-ordinating.As a single parent with a
child out of school my time is very fully taken up with the practic-
alities of making ends meet and I haven't been able to do the kind oforganising needed to get groups together for meetings. If those
people who have requested meetings would like to contact me again
I will gladly put them in touch with Dr Pinney.
EO is a self help organisation and since North London is a large

area involving about eight different education ‘authorities’ it
would be nice to see more people taking on a co-ordinating role.
I only have personal experience of Haringey authorities and there is
very little help I can offer when people ask about Camden, Hackney,
Islington or wherever, neither do I have any knowledge of facilities
for out-of-school education in those areas. There is a need for

more ‘co-ordinators’ willing to share their experiences& expertise
Genevieve Bridgeman

KENT
Congratulations to Linda and Terry Adams who will shortly be heard on
Radio Kent! Congratulations to Richard and Mary Fryd who will be
speaking to the National Housewives Register. We have been asked to
supply a speaker for the National Association for Gifted Children who
are having their A.G.M. in June. Is anyone interested?And is there
anyone who has experience of educating gifted children at home?(Please write to Anne Leigh, 14 Chester Rd, Gillingham, Kent ME74AF)MOST IMPORTANT: Some of our members are having difficulties
with the authorities. All we know at the moment is that Mr Knight
is leaving qualified teachers alone but is leaning hard on the
rest of us. Mr.Knight dislikes unstructured education. Our new
co-ordinators are investigating! (Pam and Bob Staples, 16 William
Rd., Ashford, TN23 1UU)
ne
Calendar of get-togethers-all members welcome. Please bring your
picnic lunch and try to wear some means of identification.
APRIL 28th: Belton House. 2 miles from Grantham on A607 Grantham-Lincoln.
Ancestral home, parkland, adventure playground, boating, tearoom.i2
per adult, £1 per child. Meet at entrance to house at 12.30
MAY 12th: Gibraltar Point- on coast between Skegness and Wainfleet
Haven. Nature reserve and bird sanctuary.Meet at entrance to
visitor centre at 12.30MAY 26th:Hartsholme Country Park- on Skellingthorpe Rd, near Lincoln.
Walks, Lake, natural history display, cafe. Meet at entrance to
information centre at 12.30
JUNE 9th: Horncastle heated open-air swimming pool and paddling pool.
Signposted from A153 towards Sleaford from town centre.Meet
ipm at antrance. 7

Thanks. Ian Marshall



 

OXFORDSHIRE
During 1984, E.0.-ing in Oxfordshire reached almost epidemicproportions!-well, a good rash of new members appeared in the countyanyway. And as there are now about a dozen families within Oxfordcity itself(though not all are members of E.0.) who have children out ofschool, it seemed good to try and co-operate more. We met at the endof September to make plans, and since then many things have happened.The parents continue to meet about once a month for support, discussionand the sharing of information. There are opportunities for the childrento meet in each other's homes about twice a week doing various thingswhich parents volunteer to organise. Activities so far have beenpottery, bookmaking and bookbinding, cooking, music, printmaking,craft and some organised outings. We have also arranged a weeklyGym class at the lecal college of Further Education.The rather formal structure we have achieved so far has meantthat both parents and children meet regularly and get to know eachother better.The hope is that this will lead to more informal contactsand friendships with the children being able to play more frequently withthose they get on with the best. By the time this newsletter appearswe should have had a general meeting for all E.0. members inOxfordshire. This will perhaps be a time when more isolated memberscan meet others, find support, share ideas, and arrange other activitiesCo-ordinator;Ruth Lamdin,41 Stapleton Rd yHeadington, Oxford 67160

WEST YORKSHIREEnquiries have been received in the Leeds area from parents of schoolvrefusers whose children are suffering from school phobia. This followsarticles in the Yorkshire Evening Post. Many of these children,mostlyteenage girls, have been continually brought before the juvenilecourt only to have their cases adjourned for a week or two. This isdeliberate policy. To make the child go to school they hold thethreat of a care order over her head,These children are generally sensitive and genuinely findschools incompatible with their needs, EO in West Yorkshireis seeing what it can do to help.Peter Williams, Co-ordinator.

WEST MIDLANDS REGIONThe next meeting will be on Sunday 14 April at 2.30 at the BirminghamScience Museum. Admission is free. There are drinks machines in themuseum, and places where you can eat your own snacks. Plenty to seeand do for children and grown-ups of all ages, and opportunitiesto exchange news and views. Other regions welcome.Hazel Clawley 021 772 7165

HERTFORDSHIRESince Christmas we have started meeting regularly again. Some localmembers are meeting with each other on a one to one basis and wehave had some 'joint' maeeines In February a few of us got togetherand went sledging at Welwyn Garden City and also paid a visit toHatfield swimming pool.(not on the same day!!)On another day we gottogether at June Grant's house where the children spent a great dealof their time playing with Cameron and Roxanne's computer.More membersare showing an interest in wanting to join in some group activities.If you would like to meet with us for a chat, or would be interestedin group activities the next meeting will be on TUESDAY 16th APRILat June Grant's house, 25 Chippenfield Rd., The Manor, Hemel Hempstead,11 a.m. onwards. Please bring own lunch.Please ving if you're coming-Hemel Hempstead 64020. Everybody welcome.This is 4 term so if anybody is thinking of taking their children out 8   



 
of school this may be an opportunity +Peinendy: done At" pp y to chat to those who have

dean Shepherd

STRATECL REGION
Today 1 received an unexpected phone call from Alistair McBeth who is
a lecturer at the Education Department of the University of G
Last year my daughter was still at school and 1 followed his hon “ ,
school relations course. It was in fact through this course that
I heard about Education Otherwise, which was a godsend when I
withdrew my daughter from the local primary school. in protest.
Alistair is very interested in people educating their children at
home and during his course this year he plans to incorporate one
session on home-schooling. He asked me if I would attend this session
to relate my experience of home schooling and I agreed, He also asked
tf2eneday CEar aetna heme=schooling and who might be

1 i endin, is session ann inni
Further information ete from me, 7 # an ee ek MESES Ste

Lisa Lyon, “eliside House, Bellside Rd., Cleland, HLS INP Tel 860321

VISIT EXCHANGE
Don't forget that we keep a file of names of people who would like
to visit home schooling families abroad or welcome them over here.
Several of you have kindly offered hospitality and J have passed
names on to would-be overseas visitors. Details of arrangements
made are entirely family to family- I merely hold names and pass
on introductory information. At the moment there is, for example,
a Canadian family from New Brunswick who would Like to swop home
and car. Write to: BruceéBommie Bitting, RR 1 Bass River, EOA
TcO New Brunswick, Canada.if you feel like crossing the Atlantic
this year. And to me if you can offer a welcome or want to travels
Helen Holland, Inholmer Farm, Plumpten Green, Sussex BN? 3DE

SHROPSHIRE CAMPING WEEKEND
John Hargreaves and Nancy Stewart will host a camping week endon
Sat4th/Sun 5th May at 1,Stryche Hall, Market Drayton.Arrive after
lunch, activities for children who want to participate, 4 meal (cooked
outside if possible) in the early evening, followed by singing.
Leave saturday evening or camp (bring own tent) and spend sunday
there. John and Nancy will provide food but would like small
contribution towards cost. Stryche Hall has 9 acres of lawn and
woods making a lovely environment for children. Any EO member who would
like to come, please contact us in advance, so we can judge numbers
expected :Phone 0630 4346 John or Nancy Hargreaves.

(AANNE AND ROB WADE: now live at 19, Perkin Close, WEMBLEY,
Middlesex, HAO 2LY, tel. 01 904 7155. Tf you are at all likely to
need to contact us as West London Coordinators, or in connection
with research, the legal group or anything else, please could you
amend your contact list or whatever now? Thanks Anne& Rob.

OPEN HOUSE FOR EO MEMBERS WITH SURREY COORDINATORS:
Sunday afternoon, april 21st, nothing special just tea and cakes
and chat, with Joseph and Jill O'Connor, 4, Coombe “ardens,
New Malden, Surrey KT3 4AA 01 942 0286. 9

 



 
EARLY DAYSThe EEC ‘parental leave directive' recommends a minimum of 3months leave for each parent and the right to time off to care forsick children. Its implementation depends on Government goodwillat the Council (EEC) of Ministers. (Observer 24.2,85)***** A Commons select committee has been told how growing numbersof 4 year olds are shaken by the hurly burly of school life.TheBritish Association for Early Childhood Education is very concernedabout their development since they are taught by people with nospecialist nursery training, sometimes in classes of nearly 30,alongside 6 or 7 year olds, If all schools taking 4 year olds weredesignated as nursery schools, they would be compelled to providethe appropriate staffing and environment. (Guardian 23.1.85)*****#TD a letter to the Guardian (February) the Emeritus Professorof Child Health at Newcastle University expressed his concern that70% of 4 year olds are now in these infant schools and not nurseryschool. He thought that teachers and administrators "should beashamed of the professional pressures which have largely brought thisabout" and made a plea for a flexible, child-centred parentally-involvededucational pattern for the under-5s.

LIFE IN SCHOOL
A 12 year old boy was not allowed to use his asthma inhaler before@ cross-country run ami was quite ill as a result. Other childrenhave been forbidden to use inhalers during lunch breaks, and theAsthma Research Council has had to urge all teachers to ensure thatasthma sufferers (reckoned to be 3 to every primary class) are ableto use their inhalers without worry(Times Ed. Supp. 1.2.85)weweeee] in 5 of London's 8 year olds cannot read simple sentenceswith confidence(Guardian 18.1.85)***#**The widespread use of parenthelpers in school is threatening teacher employment prospects, says theNational Association of Schoolmasters/women Teachers(Times Ed. Supp.)The secretary of the union admitted that while it was arrant nonsenseto suggest that parents do not have an important part to play in theeducation of their own children, "it is a dangerous fallacy to supposethat parents can easily be involved in the education of other people'schildren....it seems that many parents like to play at being teachers."He warned that school education was a serious undertaking calling forprofessional skill, experience and patient persistence .#***#*InCzechoslovakia teachers lose pay and promotion if their pupils failin the 3 R's by the time they are 8.(Telegraph)****1 in 5 schoolchildrenhas a job and out of 5 are working illegally, according to theLOW PAY Unit(Telegraph)17.1.85.

SIR KEITH AGAINSir Keith created a furore recently when he asked 6th form girls tocomment on their teachers, thought to be an insensitive move in thelight of his plans to introduce teacher assessment. The girlscomplained that Sir K had dismissed their own views of educationcuts as silly, and told them they were uneducated, Replied Sir Keith:"I certainly told no-one to shut up or sit down. They were allsitting down anyway(T.E.S.February)
DISCOVERIESLawyers now believe that parents can take their local councils tocourt if children are sent home early or miss lessons because ofthe teachers pay dispute.A parent has threatened Strathclyde withcourt action for her child's loss of education due to the strike(Observer 17.2,85)****Virtually all exam boards now permit candidatesto use calculators in some maths papers(Guardian 22.1.85) The problemis that some calculators have a better memory than the owners andsome can store programmes compiled in sevancenneenesnccors to   



the latest American research the most cost effective way of rising
educational standards is to get older children to tutor younger ones(SUNDAY TIMES 2.12.84)The implications of this are that the best
way of learning is to ‘teach, that computers cannot replace humanbeings, and that even short periods of individual tuition are far
more effective than a whole day of class instruction.

SCIENCE AS SHE IS TAUGHTA report on avoiding sex bias in science teaching suggests that girls
may be more interested if a sense of wonder and appreciation of
scientific phenomena is injected(sic) into science classes(T.E.S.11.1.85)
The Schools Council report discourages male bravado in the science lab-
i.e. praise for the loudest 'pop's' when making hydrogen*****Ignorance
of natural science "was close to being a natural disaster" said the
President of the Association for Scientific Education (”.B..S 12.1185)
He said there were those who understood scientific development and
those who were "mentally deficient in that their minds are not
connected...to the mainstream of thought and activity of mankind.”

THIS MONTHS BREATHROUGHAn in-service booklet for teachers
ext your thank studying a learning difficulties project

yee sty ov points out that a friendly smile can
e \ yy : influence how pupils behave.RecommendedNX \ ns

aa -
is the "quick lift and drop of the
eyebrows" letting the pupil know
that the teacher likes them.(T,E.S. February)

BRIGHTER NOTES
A veteran forger of academic qualifications finally went to
prison for tricking his way into Cambridge University.At Cambridge he
had written a thesis on the rehabilitation of adult offenders, and
when he failed, forged a letter from a Swiss doctor which persuaded the
university board to let him re-sit. But he was found out. (Telegraph28. 8.84)
##***For the first time a woman suffering from Down's syndrome has won a
Duke of Edinburgh gold medal for a 4 year programme of activities, Her
mother said:"I was told she would not be able to do anything and that
she would never be able to read more than simple words but she is
an avid reader...."(Telegraph 5.1.85)
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TALKING ABOUT SCHOOL
Edited by Sarah Guthrie with contributions from Bruce Wallace
“Help-humanity- educate yourself "- graffiti on wall of CoventGarden yard
“If I tell you you will forget.If I show you, you will remember, But if
I involve you you will understand."(Police Sergeant at a Metropolitan
training centre, Observer,11.11 B84)
MORE CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION THROUGH THE PRESS, PLEASE, TOs
SARAH GUTHRIE, FIELD HOUSE, MELLIS RD THRANDESTON DISS Vi  

 



 

Provision for rising fives is to be abolished by the borough ofHillingdon(LOndon) as part of a £2.5m. package of education cuts(T.E.S.1/3/85)K.F, |The BBC has unveiled a new deal for five to seven year old televisionwatchers. They will have a sequence of "relaxing and stimulatingentertainment" to help them unwind after a hard day in the classroomand playground.(Guardian 19/2/85)K,F.Marty Randall(5) celebrated his birthday last week playing a Steinwayon @ concert platform- with difficulty.His feet can't reach the pedalcontols of a normal piano.In a Royal School of Music exam, the examinerconcluded:'A very gifted and musical young man.Exceptional talent.'(Observer, 2h/o/bsy K.F. ,Mrs Smith thinks it all started because Paul was such a bad boy at school.“They just couldn't do anything with him, he was always in trouble.Hewas so bored with school- but we only realised why when he got toCambridge. He was too bright. He started the Piano at eight-and it all .went on from there...Paul won this years tv contest, the Krypton factor..(The Sunday Times) 23/12/84 K.F,During a BBC TV broadcast for schools on the subject of sexualharassment, a girl said that a boy had laid her on a table and |then undid her trousers in school. When she complained to a teachershe was told,"It's only a phase he is going through.He will growout of it."(With teachers like that, is it any wonder that young peopleare going astray?)Patricia Knox, Gwynedd.More Yorkshire parents are turning their backs on state education andkeeping their children at home for do-it-yourself lessons.And one ofthe chief reasons is an increase of bullying and intimidation atSchools and the growth of the ‘blackboard jungle'."In Leeds especiallythe numbers are growing..This may be due to the anti-truancy systemadopted by the courts which use continual adjournments of truancycases as a form of punishment..The problem today is especially worse |for shy and sensitive children” said Peter Williams, Yorkshire Coord-inator for EO(Yorkshire Evening Post, 16/2/85)
".esthe ability to handle money.,.must be acquired early.In otherwords, the process has to start in school...if children can't copewith money, they'll never cope with life" (Building Society ad in TES).The more one sees of the careers and achievements of boys and girlswho have left school, the less one is impressed with systems of mindmeasurement..There are those who are cleyer for life(a category inwhich dons and teachers do not figure prominently)...So cheer upwhen your son or daughter fails O-level maths or is rejected by theuniversity. My 27 years as a headmaster have convinced me that highTQ is a counter-indicator of ability to make money...L.B,Lockhart(Daily Telegraph, 9/5/83) from Brenda HollidayTheir conclusions(Benjamin Bloom et al)("Developing Talent in YoungPeople,"Ballantine Books, USA 1985) are that topwardly mobile kidsare not necessarily the brightest ones. They will just have beeninspired to love their chosen field by early teaching that is gentle,kind, but above all full of reward-based approval,Children strongly desire to please their parents, unless they areSnubbed out of it.As “aria Montessori, one of the greatest educationistsof them all, asked, who else would ery and cry, just because theywanted to be with you? It's this susceptibility that can be workedon and can summon up extraordinary feats of concentration, at firstessentially to please the grown-ups.(Observer, 3/3/85,Jane Lott) K.F. 12  



 

New research showing that pupils in high-spending authorities donot get the best exam results is to be used by the Government as
ammunition in its fight to cut public spending.
Teachers and education experts claim, however that the (DES) survey,
which shows home background is the most important factor affecting
results, means underprivileged areagshould be given money to help
counteract their disadvantages, Parents’lifestyle and the interest
they take in their children's welfare is again the dominant factor.
Parents sending their children to private schools obviously believed
money could buy good exam results: the average yearly fee for day
boys ...were £2,286 compared with a yearly cost of £972 for State pupils.(Judith Judd, Observer, 17/12/84)
"THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EXPERIENCE. Many mature men and women who attended
boarding school have mixed feelings about its long term effects.Our
+-workshop is designed to identify and perhaps resolve some of these.(ad in the Guardian, 10/10/84)
Young people....increasingly specialise, and do so too often in ways
which mean that they are taught to practise only the skills of
sdolarship and science. They acquire knowledge of particular subjects,
tut are not equipped to use knowledge in ways which are relevant
to the world outside the education system (Part of an ad for EDUCATION

AND CAPABILITY, PROMOTED BY:Roy: Society for the encouragement ofarts, manufactures and commerce,)Guardian 9/10/84
"A detailed andserious look at the horrors of murder and torture, so
realistically illustrated they impress far more than any array of mere
objects could ever do...REFRESHMENTS.EASY PARKING. WORKSHEETS. (very
small print:'not suitable for small children)
(Ad selling the LONDON DUNGEON,quoting review in Times Educ. Supp)
"Formal education may be a means of disabling people for life.
It may seriously retard their capacity to make mature decisions
and adjustments.
A high proportion of the eminent men of the 18th century
were educated at home.
Schoolmasters can be trusted more completely than parents to impede
the progress of the young towards maturity.
Drilled in received opinions, carefully memorising the steps which
demonstrate estabjished truths, the grammar school boy only too
often loses spontaneity so as to acquire examination-passing reliability
(Frank Musgrove,now Prof. of Education, in'Youth&the Social Order')P.Knox
".. Here in this island we arriv'd, and here
Have I, thy schoolmaster, made thee more profit
Than other princes can, that have more time
For vainer hours and tutors not so careful"
(Prospero in Shakespeare's 'The Tempest').Peggy Thomas
«»..Looking back on it, my education benefited inestimably from
these interruptions and absences(in the war). Ynpestered by teachers,
I was able to read what I wanted and not what they wanted.I used the
long months and years of half-school and no-school to turn myself
into a musician. I found a youth club which gave me all the social
education a school is supposed to give, and much besides.And I was
also liberated, quite by accident, from the overgrown-schoolboyish-
ness which looks back on the old ‘alma mater' with that embarassing
blend of sentimentality and abject dishonesty. Clipstone Junior
Mixed was hit by a bomb....As for the grammar school, poetic justice
was done when do-gooders closed it down,
(Benny Green, ‘Summer Holidays', in Ideal Home, Nov. Bu ) 13



ACCOUNT OF INCOME AND

EXPENDITURE
Recurrent Expenditure
Newsletter &
contact list
Other publications
and stationary
Purchase of T.Y.0.
Unstone Grange
Holland Park
Officers'expenses
Co-ord.expenses
Legal Group
expenses
Stall expenses
Subscriptions&
donations
Bank Charges
Total

EXPENDITURE, 19th sept 1984 to 18th Jan 1985

£
1586.83

498.18

273.60
258.00
200.00
566 «30
347.57
109.78
7.20

25.50

72.41
3945.07

Extraordinary Expenditure
Telephone answering
machine for Eng.Sec. Purchase of typewr.
Carriage of Books
Payment te B.Ceox
for writing S.I.N.C.
Research
Total
Combined Total

137.95
244.64
56.49

750.00
6.31

1195.39
5140.46

Balance in Hand 18.1.1985
EHHAIHAIARIIAHESSIASISAASNASAASIS IEASISASISAAESSESEISIESAASAASSENSIS SAASSIES IEIESAISIA

INCOME
Subscriptions
Sale of EO Pub
lications
Sale of T.Y.0.
Subs.to G.W.S,
Advertisements
Unstone Grange
bookings
Sale of T shirts
Donations
Unexplained
credits
Interest(from18.V.84)
Total
In Hand19. 1X.84

Comb. Total
Less Expend.

5588.39
221.70

248,25
135.5
51,00

137.00
2.99

18.95
30.00

272.87

6706.65
6071.97

12,778.62
5,140.46
“L638.

This is the third bi-montnly balance sheet to be published in the
newsletter, the other two being in issues 36&38. An impression of
the changes which have taken place over the past year in the patternof E,0.s financial activity can be obtained from a comparison between
the three.
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Even the most cursory comparison will reveal that expenditure hasincreased dramatically in this latest bi-monthly period. Much of thisincrease can be accounted for by the extraordinary expenses whichhave arisen during the period, and which are listed separately.Butsome items of ordinary expenditure show an increase.The largest is in
the cost of producing and distributing the newsletter. The increase inthe expenses of officers and of coordinators is largely accounted forby the fact that nearly all the members of these two groups who
attended the September core group meeting at Unstone Grange claimed
travelling expenses whereas following previous core group meetingsclaims for travelling were only received from a minority of thoseofficers and coordinators who attended.

The legal group is, of course, a new item in the recurrent
expenditure. All the costs of this group so far have been the expensesof the various members travelling to meetings.

The next bi-monthly period is likely to be another one of heavy
expenditure as a decrease in recurrent expenditure is unlikely
whilst several items of extraordinary expenditure are alreadyforseeable.

The reason for the very large increase in income during this period
as compared to either of the previous two is that the majority of sub-
scriptions are received from members in early January.

PERE TEHET HE HEHE FEETEEE HEHEETEEEEAEHE HEHEHEETE HEETEE TE HE HE ESEEAE HE AEFEEEEEEEHE HE HEHEEEEE

JOHN ELENORJohn Elenor has resigned from being General Secretary of EO, a posthe's carried out since 1982.Previous to that he became treasurer inDecember 1979 and before that he appeared in our first list oflocal coordinators in mid-1977. He thus has a long record ofvaluable contributions to EO, only equalled I think by Bruce &Diane Cox.
Of course over that period he has like all of us taken a few Knocksfrom those who often seem to think that being one of the organisations‘bureaucrats’ is the greatest of fun and that we all cling to ourposts not from a sense of committment but to satisfy someobscure craving for power.But John always took such ups and downswith incredible composure. I remember once when we were both verybusy togetheriworking out John Holt's lecture schedule. John hadtaken a week-end off to visit his elderly aunt in Birmingham andhad left a message on his ansafone for people to ring him on hernumber. When he returned he forgot to disconnect the message,"Oh dear" he said when we discovered the fact."What a lotof funny phone calls my poor old aunt will be getting", he addedwith a chuckle."And what a lot of strange replies the enquirers willbe getting", I said anxiously. "Yes, indeed, just imagine it!!" andJohn's laughter rang out with unruffiles equanimity, and after @ pause80 did mine. His good humour and friendliness were contagious, anda great support and solace for over-anxious people like myself,Yes, as well as the chores of minute-taking, answeringinnumerable phone calls and letters, he organised John Holt's tour,he set up two or three of the early annual EO meetings at TrentPark, and finally he steered EO into charitable status andgave us a constitution.

I nearly wrote “We shall all miss him" but this isn't anobituary! It is merely a few words of appreciation for all he'sdone over the years for EO. He is of course still with us, stilla member and in spite of his other committments I shan't be atall surprised to find him still busy and active in EO circles.Meanwhile I am sure members of EQ will join me in sending himall our best wishes and thanks. Dick Kitte]>

 
 



 
LIVING WITH A GIFTED CHILD: FRIEDA PAINTER. SOUVENIR PRESS.
ISBN 0 285 62627 2 £8.95 hardback

I feel that this book would be particularly useful if parents were
unsure as to whether their child was gifted or not. There is a
useful checklist of characteristics of gifted children and an ability
test designed to be used by parents. My own son enjoyed doing this
and did not see it in any way as a test.
There is clear information on how to obtain an independent assessment
of your child, LEA's will usually only assess children if they are
exhibiting behaviour problems or learning difficulties. Very often
teachers are unwilling to trust parents’ judgement about their child
and believe that it is just ‘wishful thinking' on the part of the
parents.Although Mrs Painter does not advocate storming into a
school waving an independent assessment of the child's ability, she
does suggest that the evidence of an independent educational psychol-
ogist may put parents on stronger ground.
There is a comprehensive section on parent's rights and she quotes
from the E.0,booklet 'School is not compulsory’. Although, overall,
Mrs Painter is in favour of gifted children attending school she does
not dismiss home education and believes it to be of value to some.

The section on ‘Which school?’ discusses the pro's and con's of
state vs independent schools. I got the impression that Mrs Painter
is in favour of the more academically inclined independent schools
if parents can afford them, mainly because of the greater choice and
the fact that they are not averse to moving children up a_ yeor or two.

Throughout the book she gives the names and addresses of support
organisations, publishers and suppliers. The one puzzling omission is
the addresses of the National Association for Gifted Children, for
whom Mrs Painter was formerly education officer.

Overall I felt that this was a useful book in which the information
was presented in a clear and concise way.

Carol Morris. Rotherham
Dear EDUCATION OTHERWISE,In your current newsletter, Helen Holland
reviews my book, Be Your Childs Natural Teacher,conveys the joy we
found and then asks, "So why not do it full time?".This question
was also put to me by Kate Freeman and Joan Giles of the Wiltshire
Education “therwise ona Radio Programme we shared.
May I have the opportunity to explain why not to the rest of your
members in your Newsletter?You have raised an important question.

Peter is an only child and most of his school friends had
been close friends from earliest playgroup days: touchingly so in
fact-their loyalties for very young children were surprisingly
strong.The quality of teaching at his primary school was mixed,

Some teachers stimulated-others were abysmally dull,However, peer
friendship and playground life was constant and exciting. So- we
simply treated school in a more casual way, expecting less from
it and made home the powerhouse of learning, stimulation and
community events. We even ran an art competition for the local
School- and held a display in our home of all 200 entries!

I didn't find Peter was too tired after school to learn-
but I will say that I would have had to reconsider the whole position
if this had been the case. I'd meet him and his friends from school,
take them to the local parklands and they'd romp, shout and run free,
Watching them, I'd realise how confining the school structure was,
So, in his final year, when actual teaching at school reached an
all-time grinding bore, we'd take days off to go birdwatching or
just sit in the sun. It put school in perspective. 16

 

 



In other words, Peter preferred to go to school for friendshipssake.We found ways to combat days of dank atmosphere and poorteaching. But there were some magically happy times at the school.

I suppose it balanced out.
So- I compromised- and for us it worked. But I knew of yourorganisation and realised that if at any point Education Otherwisewas needed- you would be there!
Now- can I help you? Helen Holland has kindly empasised theuse of Be Your Child's Natural Teacher (Impact books:£3:95) insetting out each step of English and mathematics. My speciality

is in the establishment of the teaching relationship with one's
own children. I'm happy to answer any points not covered in my
book~ or to help with any individual problems your members may
have.Please send me as many details as you can- and possibly a
sample of your child's work- and an SAE for my reply.

Most of all, I'm a parent who wants to talk to parents
who are having difficulties similar to those we encountered!Like you, I understand- and I want to help.

Geraldine Taylor:Kindred, 28 Berkeley Rd.,Westbury Park, Bristol.

MULTIPLE CHOICE:A play by Roger Hall at the Yvonne ArnaudTheatre in Guildford (rumoured to be moving on to Croydon& W.End)
This play, which is a thoroughly enjoyable one whatever one's

perspective on the issues concerned,(it played to packed houses)is
set in modern America in a school district where, it appears, the
home schooling option has not been tried before. It occurred to me
that this setting and the large doses of humour through the
play were a clever way of distancing the problems dealt with,
making them less threatening for the audience and therefore unlikely
to affect the play's popularity because of their controversial nature.
This was carried to extremes in the program notes though, where would-
be home educators were advised to contact GWS for help;not a mention
of EO anywhere!

The main theme is the attempt of a single mother, played by
Susannah York, to gain an ‘exemption’ from school for her teenage
Son Paul. She has taken him out of Junior High because he's doing
too much 'busy work', is ridiculed for reading a lot and is being
roughed up in the playground.Roger Hall has imagined one of the worst
scenarios;mum is out working all day (until made redundant, when she
discovers she cannot claim welfare because she has a son out of

school) and therefore has no opportunity, so her opponents say, to
supervise Paul properly.The long absent father materialises with the
intention of persuading Paul and his Mother that school is necessary
to the achievement of the way of life he sees as best(he is a wealthy

skin specialist) and, when that argument fails, he decides to try
for custody of Paul and turns up to speak against the case at the
school board appeal.

An important sub-theme concerns a mechanic with whom the mother
and son exchange lessons in oral Spanish and car maintenance for
lessons in reading. This introduces the question of motivation
and relevance in learning, and the impossibly irrelevant ,
inappropriate and often inhuman methods of instruction in American schools.

 

 



a

characters are inevitably caricatures:bumptious school board chairman,
silly young eclassteacher (rather unbelievably silly), inflexible
superintendent and a head who is willing in private to agree that
Paul's education is adequate and interesting but cannot admit it
in public for fear of losing his job, The wonderfully pro-life
librarian who helps Paul and his mother to find the legal precedents
for their case is a delightful exception to this rather unsubtle
stereotyping.
The playwright has managed, in two hours,to include most of the
points one hears for and against home schooling and, through the

Given the short time available for their development, the minor |

|
gentle and sympathetic way in which he presents his argument, must
have increased understanding and reduced hostility among what looked ‘a

|like a decidedly Establishment section of society.
Julie Webb

THE BURSTON REBELLION
"Love and justice’ and 'We want our teachers back' were two of the
placards carried by the children featured in the BBC drama and
documentary in february '85.After factions in the tiny Norfolk village
had the teachers dismissed, 66 of the 72 pupils, led by Violet
Potter, came out on strike: the longest strike in British history
which began on April 1st 1914, and lasted a quarter of a century.
Win Potter, now 84, joined the strike school at 13, and is
quoted in the Observer(24/2/85) by Moira Patterson as sayings
"I'd@ been to a church school in Ipswich where the teachers were

really cruel.. you were walloped for just turning your head, I remember
going to a service for a teacher who'd died and thinking, 'Thank God
she's gone',.
Mrs Higdon never raised a hand to a child. But most important was
that they(Kitty & husband Tom Higdon) gave us a sense of freedom.
I learnt a lot about people, about the world, things a village
girl wouldn't normally have known. Tt wouldn't say they made me
think differently, because my father was always a pit of a rebel
but they made me realise more, take a keener interest."

Two marvelous programmes about how parents can take their
childrens education out of the state's hands: lets hope they are |
repeated, and celebrate April 1st in memory of the Burston EOers.

Kevin Fleisch

  



 
Languages Supplement

There is just enough room left to say : thank you to all who have contributed;
apologies to Betty Ball that I was not able to include her contributions in full
(they arrived just when I thought I'd finished); and I hope everyone will findsomething in all this to inspire them! Cerone Grenc
WHICH LANGUAGE? CAROLINE GRANT
The obvious advantage of choosing a language like French, German, Spanish or
Italian is that it is relatively easy to find yourself a penfriend, visit the
country in question for your holidays and use the language +o communicate with
people who speak it every day. If you choose one of the more popular languages
then you can get by in other countries as well, eg. French in parts of Africa,
Spanish in parts of South America, German in Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.
When you come to read and write the language, you will already be familiar with
the symbols used because of their similarity to English. You will find a wide
choice of language textbooks, dictionaries, cassettes etc. for most European
languages. If you're not sure which language to choose, listen to a selection
of tapes or radio programmes and see (or rather hear) which you most like the
sound of, or look at some books or magazines and see which language looks least
foreign to you - or most foreign, depending on how great a challenge you're
looking for.
If you want to venture further afield, how about one of the more exotic-lLooking
and strange-sounding (to us) languages, such as Arabic, Chinese, Hindi or Hebrew?
The first two of these particularly are rapidly increasing in importance on the
international front, and so there is more call for translators and interpreters
who are fluent in these languages as well as in European ones. You can have
great fim just learning the alphabet for a start!
Finally, if you are interested in languages more from a philological point of
view and are not particularly interested in actually speaking the language or
using it to communicate, then why not try one of the ancient languages, or an
older form of a 'modern' language? Obviously there is Latin, but what about
Ancient Egyptian, Sanskrit, Old Icelandic, Gothic? One advantage of such lang-
uages is that the vocabulary tends to be relatively limited and there are many
recurring phrases in the literature, so that you can make headway quite quickly.
The sagas and legends written in these languages can prove to be a treasure trove
of lost worlds, if that sort of thing fires your imagination.

THE TEN BIGGEST LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD FRANCES HOWARD
In making a rational choice of which language to learn, one ought to take account
of how many people in the world speak each language as a mother tongue, and what
the situation is likely to be in 10 or 15 years" time when our children will be
looking for employment. At Tresent Chinese is spoken most, followed by English,
but in the year 2000 Spanish will have overtaken English due to the higher birth
rate in Spanish-speaking countries. French is twelfth in the mumber of people that
speak it - 97% of the world's people do not speak French.
These are the projected figures in millions of mother tongue speakers from 1978 to
2000

1978 2000
Chinese 863 Chinese 1300
English 350 Spanish 420
Russian 262 English 400
Hindi 255 Hindi 370
Spanish 2h Russian 320
Indonesian 145 Portuguese 260
Arabic 126 Indonesian 230

“ Portuguese 125 Arabic 200
Bengali 123 Bengali 185
Japanese 115 Japanese 128
other e. 3000 other e. 3000

 

 



 
 

So think hard before chocsing a foreign language. Is there a commmity in your
town speaking Punjabi or Bengali, for instance? There are more Bengali speakers
in the world than French speakers, It could be a useful skill to have in the
future. We are on the brink of a great expansion of trade with China and Russia -
what about learning one of these languages? Or what about Welsh, Gaelic or Cornish?
There are ‘0’ levels available in many languages.

(Details taken from a United Nations publication in Esperanto)
 tee

It would also be useful to compare the geographical spread of these different
languages, as well as considering the number of countries apart from the country of
origin in which each language is widely understood. - Hd.

 

LIVING LANGUAGE CAROLINE GRANT
I'm sure many parents must share my revulsion at the pedantic way in which they
were taught languages at school - those dry and tedious tales of Pierre and
Marie-France spending an afternoon in the country, and those endless repetitions
of declensions and grammatical constructions and so on .«.,. all quite divorced
from the reality and ‘livingness" of a language.My approach now to teaching a modern language - especially to yomg children -
involves collecting together as much authentic material as possible. You might
begin by searching out some real children's Dooks in the foreign language, or
translations of your favourite English stories. You can, for example, now get
French versions of many popular authors, such as Roald Dahl, Maurice Sendak,
Allan ahlbere, Margaret Mahy, Colin McNaughton, Beatrix PotterIf you're already
familiar with the English version then you'll pick up the French amazingly
quickly.
As a teenager fascinated by languages, I started a collection of old Bibles in
different languages and spent many happy hours comparing my favourite passages
in the different languages. If you like codes, then this method should appeal
to you,
It is not necessary, when reading or listening to a foreign language, to under-
stand every single word. Indeed, constantly stopping to look up words can spoil
your pleasure. In the early stages you can learn a lot by just listening to a
language without necessarily understanding a single word - you are letting the
sounds of the language into your consciousness. In any case a lot of listening
is vital so that when you begin to speak the language you will get the pronun-
ciation correct right from the start, Since before Magdalené could talk I have
read books to her in Welsh, French and German as well as English, sometimes
paraphrasing in English and sometimes just reading the foreign language (which
she likes well enough). We also have tapes and records of folk songs in each of
these languages. The result is that she has absorbed all the different sounds
and accents and they now come naturally to her. Sometimes I find her talking
to Chloe or to one of her toy animals or imaginary friends in ‘French" or what-
ever - the content is mostly nonsense (to me), but the accent is entirely
convincing’ Now she is beginning to ask me to talk to her in Welsh etc. and so
I say very simple things and later I hear her saying them to Chloe (things like
"Do you want a drink?', ‘Come dom!'), She has obviously been delighted by the
realisation that you can say the same thing using such different words.If you have a contact (relative or pen-friend) in the country whose language
you are learning, you can ask them to send you a selection of printed matter -
the sort of leaflets that you can pick up at banks and libraries, advertisements,
booking forms, concert programmes, instruction leaflets, labels from tinned food
or articles of clothing, chocolate wrappers etc. From these you will learn a
lot about what words and phrases and special idioms are used in real-life
situations. As you get quite advanced you might want to subscribe to a magazine
concerned with one of your special areas of interest from the country whose
language you are studying.Other ways of "living' a language include playing games, singing songs, having
a foreign day - of which there is more to come...* Catalogue available from + Baker Book Services, Little Mead, Alford Road,Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 &NuU.
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HAPPY FAMILIES ALISON MAFHAM

CG. R. Shute's article ‘The Art of Coarse Language-Learming* (October news-
letter) left me wholly convinced of the value, when trying to acquire a foreign
language, of exercising tongue and ear ty constantly repeating, or listening to
repetitions of, whole phrases and/or sentences. The problem of this method
where children are concerned is that they tend to tire quickly of repetition
for repetition's sake. Genuine conversation, on the other hand, is hardly
possible in the early stages of learning a language because of lack of vocab-
wlary, and the artificial sort of conversation which is possible is more like
the repetition exercises than the real thing.
A game of ‘Happy Families", however, seems +o provide an excellent opportunity
for a child to really use a foreign language, even one which it has only
recently begun to acquire.
Speech forms an essential part of play. Moreover, that speech employs a vocab-
wlary which is confined within definite limits, so that once the child has
learnt a fixed number of words he or she is able to ask all the questions that
there are to be asked in play and give all the answers. Furthermore, a number
of variations in sentence pattern are possible. In French, for example, when
fluency has been achieved with sentences beginning ‘as-tu...?", @ short explan-
ation is sufficient to introduce the variation ‘est-ce que tu as ...?' Then
the game can be played with a grand-parent or other older person, and ‘avez-
vous ...?' and ‘est-ce que vous avez «..?' can be introduced, Later, a slightly
longer explanation can introduce *peux-tu me donner «..?' or ‘je me demande si
+u peux me donner ...?" Of course one comes to the end of the variations that
are possible in this limited situation, but by this time a good deal of practice
has been achieved in getting the tongue around the foreign phrases and sentences
and numerous games of ‘Happy Families" have been enjoyed.

 

sence reeennene
Alison would be very pleased to hear about a set of genuine French
‘Happy Families’ cards if any member ever encounters such a thing.

FUN WITH FRENCH SANDIE COTTER

When Marc (8) and Emma (6) first expressed an interest in learning a language
I was keen to pursue the idea - however, there was a slight problem as
neither Brian nor I speak any other language ourselves. Not daunted, we
decided on French as our chosen language and I promtly requested a course
from the local library. However, this did little to interest the children
and even less to inspire me ~ other means had to be found: Luckily, it
wasn't long after that a friend told me she spoke French and we agreed to
arrange a ‘French Day". During the following week, Marc, Emma and I visited
the travel agents for brochures, came home with an armful of books after seeing
our helpful librarian, and generally found out as much as we could about France
and its people.
A shopping trip preceded our ‘French Day‘ and we had great fun buying various
French cheeses, wine, bread and apples. During the afternoon ve made
croissants, quiche and French onion soup, as well as flags, a ‘Welcome to
France’ sign, and a menu (for our cafe)! This was our first “encounter® -
we had previously learnt one or two French songs and a few basic words, and
now we were quite keen to learn more.
Unfortunately Mandy lives too far away for us to meet on a regular basis but,
as luck would have it, another BO friend was interested in our project and
suggested we might include French during our meetings together. So, Dorothy
and I decided upon about thirty words that we would initially introduce, things
that we felt would be of interest - chair, table, door, house, lady, man,
boy, girl, dog, cat, numbers to ten and so on, As we wanted to speak French
as mich as possible (not keep yeferring from English to French unless necessary),
Dorothy made picture cards to correspond with each word. She would then show
one of the cards, saying the French word, and progress from there. It might
sound initially boring, but, on the contrary, the children all found it very
good fun, Once the children were reasonably familiar with these basic words,
sentences were introduced and Dorothy would ask questions - "Is this a car?”

 

 



 
- showing a picture of a dog, perhaps. We used the children's interest as aguide as to how long the session should last, and were surprised at just howlong the children did remain engrossed for - an hour, if not more. Duringthis time, I had taped the conversation and could then replay this in betweenour meetings. We found this very useful.So that the children would not become bored, I copied Dorothy's idea of makingPicture cards for each word, and also made a number of base boards. These eachconsisted of nine squares, each with a different picture, and could be used forbingo, lotto or other games that we chose. The first time we played bingo,Dorothy showed her picture cards while saying the word, but it soon becameevident that the children could play without this aid, and the cards were putaside, These same cards were also useful for games in themselves - HappyFamilies, for example. The idea would be to collect a set of four cards(people, things found in a room, outside, transport, etc.). We would ask oneanother for the cards that we needed to make a set - speaking in French, ofcourse.
Once we felt that the children were confident and familiar with the first groupof words, we introduced more - mainly parts of the body and a few more thatthe children chose. Again, the emphasis was on fun and we would ask each otherquestions - "Have you six ears?" and so on. This would bring about muchamusement and encouraged the children to listen carefully. Occasionally,however, a wrong answer would have everyone in fits of laughter and we couldnever be too certain whether the wrong answer had been given on purpose!At Christmas we asked around and found out how our customs differ, The childrenfound this quite interesting, and have also started a small collection of Frenchstamps and coins. Sometime soon we hope to visit France and hope to find aFrench pen-pal.
Meanwhile, we shall continue our sessions for as leng as the interest holds...Our initial approach seems to be working well and Marc and Bama (and I!) aregradually learning more and more - but, more importantly, enjoying everyminute of it.
If any other families are taking a similar approach to learming French, I wouldbe interested to hear from them with a view to exchanging ideas etc,Sandie Cottee, 24 Deneway,Vange, Basildon, Essex S816 4TJ.
MORE IDBAS FOR GAMES CAROLINE GRANT
Use as your source any games book which contains word games (oral and, later,written) and just adapt them to whichever language you're learning, Most booksof party games, and those of the ‘million and one ways to amise a child'variety, will contain some games you can use, The important thing is to makesure that everyone is familiar with all the vocabulary and sentence structuresyou are going to need before you attempt to play, and begin with those gamesthat use simple sentence structures, Sometimes it is possible to modify theSame game as you introduce new sentence structures. For example, you mightbegin with the game ‘What am I doing?" using the present continuous tense.(One person mimes an action, asking ‘What am I doing?', and the others try toguess, asking ‘Are you painting a picture?' ‘Are you cleaning the windows?‘‘Are you dancing?" etc. ) Later you can Play 'What was I doing yesterday?’‘What are we going to do tomorrow?" and so on.Here are a few more suggestions of games which you've probably played adnauseam in English, but which are suitable for beginners in other languages 1+- I SPY. Make up your ow version of the introductory bit. In French youcan begins "Un, deux, trois, qu'est-ce que Je vois? Quelque chose quicommence avec ...", in German: ‘Was ich sehen kann, fangt mit ... an.’Begin with things in the room, then move outdoors. A good way of learningthe names of the letters of the alphabet, as well as basic vocabulary.- I WENT TO MARKET. (Go round in a circle saying 'I went to market/thesupermarket/Paris etc, and I bought ..." Everyone adds something to thelist, and you're 'out' if you forget an item. At first you can let every-one have two lives till they get the hang of it.) Clearly, the variationspossible are endless, eg. 'I went to Paris and I saw we." ‘I went tothe concert and I heard eea(names of instruments)" ‘I got up this morning   



 

OXFORD OX2 6PRTelephone: Oxford (0865) $4231 (24 hours). Telex 83539Wolsey Hall

 

Founded in 1894 by J.W.Knipe

Principal The Hon. F. F. Fisher, CBE, MC, MA

Dear Parent,

WE EDUCATE OTHERWISE - We have been doing so for 88 years.

WOLSEY HALL is a Correspondence College. We provide courses and

a

tutorialservice for people of all ages. Our youngest students are 14. Our oldest - whotook O Level last year is 95,
Our students cannot or do not wish to attend formal educational establishments.Instead they work at home on our carefully prepared courses which take themstep by step towards their target. They are helped by our tutors who correctand mark their work. Some prefer "self-tuition" and buy the whole course andwork through it on their own or with the help of a friend or parent.
We can provide:

PRELIMINARY COURSES (Pre - O Level Standard)
in Bookkeeping Latin

English Mathematics
French Music
German Russian
Italian Spanish

© LEVEL AND A LEVEL COURSESin practically all subjects for seven Boards.

CAN WE HELP YOU TO EDUCATE YOUR CHILD?

Yours sincerely,
en
khdiden.
Principal,

Please write for free prospectus to:
The Principal, The Hon. Frank Fisher, CBE, MC, MA,Dept. DT2, Wolsey Hall, Oxford, OX2 6PR.or telephone 0865 54231 (24 hours) Dept. DT2.

Accredited by the Council for the Accreditation of Correspondence Colleges

 
 



 
EQ FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP

At the last core group meeting we agreed to set up an EO Family
Support Fund to provide some financial support for families under
threat of legal action by LEAs, We discussed the various financial
burdens that families might suffer from:
1) The cost of initial advice. This can usually be met wholly or
partly by the legal aid scheme, though the level of aid is dependent
on the applicant's financial situation.

2)Costs of court appearances. These are likely to. be quite high.
Legal aid is sometimes but by no means always granted and again
ig dependent on the applicant's finances,
)Incidental expenses, which are not usually covered by legalaid.
)When a court case is lost, fines up to £400 can be imposed, though

fines of this size are unusual. Costs too can be awarded against
you, though this rarely happens.We are aiming initially for a fund which makes available
£1,000 a year, plus an additional £200 a year which would be
earmarked for costs and expenses, But these figures are very
tentative as we have no real idea of what level of contributions
to expect nor what demand there is likely to be.This sum is based on
the hopes of an average contribution by EO members of £1 per member
per year.It is hoped that if necessary the EO general funds will
be able to top up donations to £1,000 and also to meet the £200 expenses.

It is clear that with this sum we would never be able to
meet nor even to make more than a token contribution to court costs
which can very quickly run into thousands ofpounds, and it was
decided that initially we should not attempt to do this.We felt
that we should concentrate on incidental expenses which can in
difficult cases be substantial and that we should also in cases
of hardship contribute towards fines or costs imposed by the courts.
However, we feel that we should not at this stage fix rigid guidelines
but should remain flexible until we have more experience of the scheme 's
operation, It was agreed that the actual administration of the scheme
should be entirely separate from other EO business, though of course
the core group will retain final control over the guidelines
to be followed.

We decided that the operation of the scheme should be in the hands
of three Trustees.Individual cases will be dealt with in consultation
with the local coordinator, the legal group and any other people
involved in the case. It is hoped to set up the scheme and appoint
Trustees to run it within the next few months.

EO has a committment, amongst other aims, to providing advice
and 'specific help' to those of its members in need. How much financial
help we can offer depends very much on the level of support we get
from members and friends. The form is to enable people to make a
single contribution or regular anmual contributions by bankers order
or covenant. This is a way in which those of us who want to help EO
but who cannot find time to do it in other ways and who can afford
to make a financial contribution(and even the smallest donation helps)
can assist those members who have been less fortunate than themselves.
So please try to give generously sq that this scheme, so long
needed and talked about, can at last take off.

 



 

and I ...*° Good for practice in using the words associated with a partic-ular topic,
- SIMON SAYS. Practice in giving commands. When it's your go to be thecommand-giver you can choose who you're going to be (as long as you getthe right nationality), eg. Napoléon, Pompidou, Goethe, Michelangelo.~ WHO AM I? For more advanced players, (The person who is ‘it’ decideswho, or what, s/he is - try using professions for a start-off - andeveryone else takes it in turns to ask a question (the forms of which havebeen practised beforehand) until someone guesses who the person is.)In the early stages you can limit this by first choosing, say, 6 peopleand making up 6 simple sentences about each, eg. milkman s I get up earlyin the morning; I drive a van; I go to lots of houses; cats like me etc.Then work out how to ask the questions, and off YOU go.- HIDE AND SEEK. In this version, one person hides something and the othershave to ask questions such as : ‘Is it (the ... ) under the table?' ‘Isit on the floor/behind the curtain/ inside the box' and so on. Practicein using prepositions.

Betty Ball waxes enthusiastic about some French biscuits called Crok"images,brought back from holidays in France last year (she's going back for more) :"They have farm animals with names = la vache, le lapin, la powle etc. =painted on in caramel. A Super souvenir! - digest your education! The boxescan be made into the farm and there is a set of sports ones also.’(Please can we have some at Unstone Grange? - Bd.)Betty also writes of this year's Proposed trip : ‘We shell also try to add toour serap book of labels, tickets and so on. Last year we soaked the labels offegg boxes, milk cartons and water bottles, I carried around in my handbag thesticky wrappers off lollies, in every flavour, sweet wrapfers decorated with thecharacters of Snowwhite and the Seven Dwarfs and paper bags with adverts on foreverything we bought. All for free!*

 

MAKE YOUR OWN BOOKS BETTY BALL
One problem that many EO families are likely to find is not feeling confidentenough to just chat away in good French (or whatever) and needing more frameworkto behave in.Books are obviously a problem. A simple sort of reading scheme in which words areadded in somé kind of a controlled way would be nice but may well be very expen-sive. I have just had a go at making my own simple book. I cheated and photocopied some very simple pictures from English early learning books, chopped themup, stuck them into my book and wrote simple sentences. I have had them checkedby a French friend and then Fhotocopied the results. I Probably learned more fromtrying to make the book than anyone else is likely to learn from using it. Maybemaking books would appeal to some children. Access to a good dictionary andvocabulary picture book are essential but doing the book makes you use the reference material in a very thorough way.If anyone would like to see a copy of the book, please send 40p plus SAE (A5 size)to : Betty Ball, 1 Fenton Road, Warboys, Huntingdon, Cambs.
 

LEARNING BY HEART ALISON MAFHAM
There is only one natural way of acquiring a new language, and that is to pickit up unconsciously from one's surroundings. But since the vast majority of usare constantly surrounded by our own language, if we wish to acquire another wemust set about doing so in a deliberate and artificial manner, and this neces-sarily involves spending time memorising words, rules of grammar, inflectionsetc. And so we come to a major problem where children are concerned, I havealways found children rather unwilling to undergo the process of committingthings to memory. (Perhaps sitting still and "learning by heart’ feels to themlike doing nothing at all.) I believe I have found a yartial answer to thisproblem, at least where my om children are concerned, in the "working walk’.Whenever I wish the children to memorise something I wait until the weather is

 



 
fine then help them to do it in the course of a long walk. I have found that
the children feel no resentment at having to learn when they can do At out of
doors; they even seem to find the process easier, I cannot claim to be the
first to make a walk the setting for learning. John Stuart Mill, the 19th
century philosopher and political economist, who received his entire education
from his father, received a large pert of that education on the long walks that
he and his father undertook whenever the weather permitted.

‘ESPERANTO IN HOME EDUCATION FRANCES HOWARD

When I took my eldest daughter, then aged ten, out of school for one precious
year, it had never occured to me to question the assumption that French was
the only proper first-choice language for English children. After all, it is
our nearest foreign country. I bought an excellent French primary school
record course, "Bon Voyage’, with 90 lessons and worksheets. (This is now out
of print.) Then I remembered that my sister had often recommended that I
learn Esperanto. She had learned it in order to travel and meet ordinary
people in several countries whose languages she did not kmow and all of which
she could never hope to learn. So my daughter and I learned Esperanto together
as well as French. We went to meetings of the local Bsperanto group and we
attended the annual British Congress. My daughter went on to get A grade in
'O' level French and Latin, and I continued to attend the local group and
started a correspondence with pen-friends in China which has continued now for
three years.
The advantages of Esperanto are as follows 1
1. ESPERANTO HELPS TO BUILD CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITY TO USB ANOTHER LANGUAGE,
because i+ is consistent in its phonetics - one letter, one sound - and in
its grammar, It uses Buropean alphabet and root words in such a way that non-
Buropeans find it very much easier to learn than any Buropean language. An
English headmaster once found that success in Esperanto encouraged pupils"
interest and success in both foreign languages and in English. Pupils having
been taught a year in Bsperanto and then a year in French were further ahead in
French than pupils with two years' lessons in French. After only a term of
weekly Esperanto lessons, it is possible to start a simple post-card correspon-
dence with people in countries where English is not the mother tongue.
2. ESPERANTO IS A DEMOCRATIC LANGUAGE. Few poople ever take divisive examin-
ations in Esperanto. It is ten times quicker to learn than any national lang-
wage, so people who are not clever or do not have much time can still learn it.
Using Esperanto, you can make contact at grass roots level with people who would
find English very difficult. There are thousands of Esperantists in South
America, Eastern Europe, China and many other countries, You do not have to
rely on paid journalists for a first-hand account of what is happening in these
countries. Esperanto is being used as a bridge language in Europe to ease the
constant translation problems that occur when ten linguistic groups try to co-
operate.
3. ESPERANTO IS A MOVEMENT OF YOUNG PROFLE. You would not get this impression
from the average English Esperanto Group, but there is an active youth section
in Britain, and in some other countries most active Bsperantists are aged
between 20 and 30. Apart from correspondence and taking magazines in Esperanto,
one can go for holidays with other Esperantists and travel abroad visiting
Esperanto-speaking families, or even learn to be a yadio amateur and contact
Esperantists world-wide that way. In this and other ways, Esperanto helps to
foster awareness of being in a world family.
4. ESPERANTO LEADS TO EQUALITY BETWEEN PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT LANGUAGE GROUPS,
instead of the linguistic imperialism which prevails at present. Why should
English speakers impose their ridiculous stelling system on the rest of the
world? Answer 1 so that we can sell our products and political ideas to them
more easily. Esperanto offers a second language which most people with an int-
erest in international affairs can learn easily, but which does in no way
diminish the importance of one's national language, whether this languege be an
official or a minority language.
The average adult could learn Esperanto in a year of weekly evening classes,
A child could learn it in a year or two, and then go on to make Esperanto @
main foreign language, or go on with confidence to study a national language.   



 
 

If you should be interested in learning Esperanto with your children, contactthe British Esperanto Headquarters at 140 Holland Park Road, London Wi 4ur,Tel. Ol-727-7821. They will tell you whet is currently available by way offree correspondence courses, writing or oral pased text books, records, cassettes,songs and peoms, children's books, magazines, riddles and puszles; meetings,holidays, penfriends and address lists for hclidays abroad. Alternatively, youcan open your home to visiting Esperantists from other countries.
 

ESPERANTO JEFF & ANN TUCKER
A free ten lesson course, requiring only two stamps (one to send in your con-
pleted lesson for marking and a S.A.E. for its returm and the next lesson).
Lesson One should be available at your public library - if not, hassle them
to get it in. It will be worth it.
I learned three languages myself at school and have always encouraged Daniel,
helped by various French and Italian friends. We both started Esperanto a few
weeks ago and have found it very easy and, of course, suitable for home schooling,
Our suecess has been tremendous. And it's a good base for extending our English
and foreign vocabularies.

eg. FOMO = la pomme - apple
PATRO = pater - ro father

patriotic
AKVO - faqueous water

aguatic
DORMAS = fdormitory sleeps

dormer window
Give it a try - you have nothing to lose and a great deal to gain.
 

I would like an Esperanto pen-friend. I am not very good yet but. my Mumand Dad and I are learning together, I like computers, Maths and BMX-ing.I am eight years old and I don't go to school.
Dictated by DANIEL TUCKER - of 3 Rosemary Cottages, Main Road,Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex (M3 3JG - as he was making a piaza.
 

BOOK REVIEWS CAROLINE GRANT
The books reviewed here all come from ARNOLD-WHEATON, who publish a good range of
language textbooks, readers etc,, particularly for French. For further titles
see their Modern Languages catalogue. Their head office is c/o 8. J. Armold &
Son Ltd., Parkside Lane, Leeds 1S11 STD.
I apologize for the ‘condensed' nature of some of the following, but space is
getting short:
NAPOLEON : P. J. Arthur & M. Fisher; illus, Liz Mackenzie
set of 12 readers (each 8 - 12pp) £7.20 set; 60p each
Short and innocent tales of the life and adventures of the cat Napoléon. language
very basic, Suitable for all beginners and especially for young children. Hasy
to achieve the success of being able to read a whole book by yourself! Black and
white illustrations which illuminate the meaning of the text very clearly.
LES MACHINS s P, J, Arthur & M. Fisher; illus. Mare Lillo
set of 6 readers (each 24 pp) £3.90 set; 65p each
For beginners. Simple but original stories with a nice ‘twist’ at the end, eg. one
entitled "La Tour Eiffel’ is about the Eiffel Tower in the form of a big, strong,
beautiful, brave and famous lady who takes on all comers and sends them to a sticky
end, until we reach the punch-line 1 "Et vous? Comment @tes-vous? ...grand?«..fort? ..beau? ...courageux? ...célébre? Vous Stes stir? Alors, montez me voir!"
Would appeal to older readers than the Napoléon set. Super illustrations which
struck me as something resembling a cross between art nouveau and cartoon...

 

 



 
L*INSPECTEUR BLEU DE BRESSE : D. Hay
set of 6 readers (each approx. 2tpp) £4.50 set; 75p each
Amusing detective stories where you, the reader, have to try and arrest the criminals
before your opponent, Inspector Bleu de Bresse, gets there first. At the end of
each page of text you are asked a question - ‘"Qu*est=-ce que yous faites?" =
and given a choice of two answers. You then tum to the page indicated by your
choice ,of answer and carry on from there, and so on until you either win or lose.
Aimed at 3rd or 4th year learners. Could be used to provide added interest and
motivation for children who are learning French at school,
ENQUETES Schools Council Publication 1975
large format 96pp £3.15
Four sections covering the topics of Third World problems, accidents, housing and
issues in contemporary French education, each discussed in some detail with the
main questions brought cut well. Primarily a reader, but could lead on to discus-
sion, debates or individual project work, Also a useful source of topic vocabulary
and the sort of phrases used in discussim type essays. Text well illustrated with
Photos, press-cuttings, cartoons, diagrams, etc, Intended for 'O" and ‘A* level
students, but could also be used as part of a (personal?) refresher course.
Stimulating and absorbing. It was nice to find each topic treated in such detail.
IMPRIME EN FRANCE : Derek Utley & Dave Moores
largish format 4Opp £1.60
Useful selection of cuttings from French newspapers, magazines, advertising brochures,
leaflets etc. with comprehension questions in English. Emphasis on understanding
general gist rather than every word, but also guides student to search out details.
The language as it is really used! Excellent preparation for visiting France -
also as a reminder if your French is rusty. Useful source of idioms, Material
attractively laid out. Suitable for students with 2 or 3 years experience in the
language - less if you learn quickly, of course.
WORDS UNITED Schools Couneil Publication 1973
large format 76pp £2.25
Basic grammar book for practice in putting words together. Three main sectionsdevoted to nouns, adjectives and adverbs. Designed as reference book and source ofexercises and intended to be used mainly for individual work - has simple exercisesand puzzles with the answers provided. Slow and systematic Presentation, with thegrammatical terminology clearly explained in English and a summary after each sub-section. Most of the space is taken up by pictures (with captions/exercises appended)making this a good book for anyone who is discouraged by the dry text-only present-ation of most grammar books. This one is fun! Similar books cover verbs, tenses,pronouns, possessive adjectives and negatives.

DEUTSCH AKTUELL Books 1 - 3
Complete course from beginners to 16 (i.e, 'O" level standard), by 3 Swedish authors,adapted for the English user, Aimed particularly at individuals, 6th formers andsmall groups, therefore suitable for BOers looking for a relatively formal course -does not rely on being supplemented by cassettes, slides, language lab work, as domany modern language courses, Carefully structured approach, but very flexible.Exercises can be done orally or written. Could also be used as reference book forparents teaching younger children (especially in the early stages). Much of thematerial could be adapted for role-play or games. Works with situations that areas true to life as possible, and avoids bland and patronising tone of some othercourses. Concentration on grammar is kept to a minimum, the emphasis being onspoken language and the reader's involvement, but with a summary at the end of eachbook of the grammar introduced in each unit. The spacing of the material is mostgenerous, which I think makes it look easy. Plenty of photos, diagrams etc., anda good variety of material, particularly towards the later stages, with press cuttings,poems etc, Also plenty of information about German people and places.   



Dear Editor,
may I introduce myself.I am the mother of ClaRacher and very interested in E.0. I &m enclosing copies a EOdiary which may be of interest to your readers, Please let me knowif you need any further information. Yours sincerelyNelly Eichner, Ashurst Wood House, Ashurst Wood, E. Grinstead, SussexEpes fascinatingdiary: short extract through lack of space). ,riteeae BingoBt Gureoenaees Aviva(nearly 12) was the caller.now understand the numbers t 0 i ihard to say them in German. up fo moe ban Sing

Aliza(3) was asked:"What did you learn today ?” She answered +
"DREISSIG" 30. So some of it did stick.Up to now lesssons are fun
_ amd keenly looked forward to1Yaroni (io) comes and asks :"Where
is our game?”(In German).Tamy(4) was tired, so I said:"Enough,it's
thumb-sucking time"Tamy went home and told mummy:"Its dumb fucking
time". I thoroughly enjoy the teaching experiment.1983. Peter and Claudia(the parents) 's home situation changed at this
stage. Instead of working at home, they undertook to run an office.

Thus the children had to go to school, which they did veryreluctantly.Aviva had to be put into a class one year ahead of her age.
She was too good for the class of 13 year olds.She is now among the
top pupils in a class of 14 year olds. Yaroni is holding his own
in his class. Neither of them wish to continue languages at school:
“Its too d... boring." One year of home education seems to have
worked wonders.Written by grannie, Nelly Eichner, 1/12/84

Dear Friends,I love maths, and while I accept ‘that this love is
not shared by everyone, I think its unfortunate that maths should
be so widely misunderstood.

Maths is a language. It differs from ‘natural’ languages in being
totally precise and unambiguous.Maths allows every link in a chain
of reasoning to be made and tested independently of every other link.
This allows much longer deductions to be made than can be sustained
in ordinary speech.

This power of maths rests on its precision, and that precision is
bought at a price. Part of the price is abstraction- we must accept
the isolation of each statement. Another part is that we must learn
to think and express ourselves precisely. We must learn the vocabulary
and the grammar of maths, we must become fluent in the language.
This letter was prompted by Jill Gillings remark that "once the

subjects are described in “normal” English they become common sense’.
Much the same can be said of Chinese-it's easy as long as you
do it in English!

Of course, Jill was discussing five-year-olds, and at that age
there is a lot ofpre-maths to do.Even so, the formal language must

not be dismissed as “teaching jargon", it is what maths is all about.
In the Middle Ages, there was a simple distinction between those

who understood and controlled affairs, and those who just had to
do what they were told- the former could read and write ,»the latter
could not. Today, and increasingly, there is a similar demarcation,
put the new criterion is MATHEMATICAL fluency.

If we restrict our children by design or by defaulk, to simple
numeracy based on everyday experience, we will be depriving them
of control of their own lives.

Dick Salisbury, Berthlwyd, Tynygongl, AngleseyIF
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Dear "t would like a pen friend. My name is Anna-Lisa Cox. I
am 13.I live in Michigan,. near Lake Michigan, with my Mom andDad and brother(11) and sister (9). We live in the country, and
have been home-schooled all our lives. .

I am interested in music. I like to compose. I also like
to read and do creative dance. In July of this year my family and
I will be coming to England to live in Cambridge for a year.

Thank. you for your nee Yours sincerel
Anna-Lisa Cox, 6241 138th Ave., Holland MI 49423
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Dear Whoever,my name is Sam Stephenson, I am 11 years old. I live ina smallholding.I am not out of school yet but I will be when I amSupposed to go to secondary school in the summer. I enjoy reading andplaying with my lego. I also enjoy being out of doors. Please writeto me and be my pen friend.Sam Stephenson 1 College Rd., Barrow-on-Humber, S.Humberside,
Dear Editor,

can any EOer tell me if there are any educationaladvantages to be gained by informing the LEA of a child learningat home? Our daughter is 5 this year and has been receiving a morethan adequate education since birth. This will of course continueafter age 5. We do not feel in any way obliged to contact theauthorities, neither do we live in fear of discovery since we feelmore than. capable of dealing with bureaucrats.However , if there can be any advantage to our children throughinforming the L.E.A. i.e. use of their resources, materials, booksetc. then we would consider it, If, however, there is no advantage» 48 we suspect, then we shall continue as we are; not hiding butsimply getting on with it ourselves in our own way.We would appreciate the views and experiences of other E0ersin this matter. Yours with thanks(ms)Laurie A.Watson, 1 Inverlaw Place, Dundee, Scotland

Dear Kevin,
I have recently taken Martin, my 9 year old son outof school. After 5 years(he is nearly 10) of regulated school hoursT am somewhat "at sea", I live near East London (Epping Forest) andwould very much appreciate contact from parents who have hadchildren at school and then deregistered, especially if they live near,Martin is quite happy to be ‘home’ most of the time but missesfriends some of the time.I am sure he would love to hear from anyother 'homeschooler'. Thank you. Love.Rosmarie & Martin Bristow, 35 Habgood Rd., Loughton,Essex 01 508 0948   



Dear Friend,
. a I should be very grateful to hav i
in compiling a book for deanhete and parenve etuaaSheesbeta tedin education for peaceful co-operation for young children, I am wereLeeeeeenaeTiedtiettoaks aeases geese, Meale geaegeivities that wi i
peaceful solutions to their wise better co-operetion ‘and

The essential factofsseem to be a good self-concept, good
communication and an understanding of other people.In order to have
empathy for other people it is necessary to have understanding of
oneself and a positive self-image and in any dealings with other
people good communication is the key-note of understanding, of
co-operation and especially of peaceful conflict-solving.

I am concentrating on children between the ages of 3 and 11,
but as all development is a continuum, much will apply to all ages.
It has often been assumed that children under 8 are basically ego-
centric and can only view things from their own standpoint. This
does not mean that they are basically egoistic, nor that they cannot
be helped to communicate, with a growing understanding of what the
other person is feeling.

It is this help,by means of activities-games, puppets, role-play,
stories- that I would like to explore with you. Tf you would like
to participate in this venture, please let me know.1 will send you
ideas on strategies, communication and cooperative games, conflict
=solving ideas and literature.I would be delighted to share ideas
with you and to enter a correspondence or telephone conversation
where practical.I should be most grateful if you could contribute
original ideas and also give me feedback on how the various activites
worked, with details of the children's yeactions,as it is only by
direct contact that these ideas have any reality.

I look forward to hearing from you With all good wishes .
Mildred Masheder , 13 Well Walk,Hampstead, London N,W.3 01 4395 2152
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REALITY
I'm not writing this letter about how marvelous our kids are, or theinfallible methods(ha ha..what methods) of teaching we use, but abouthow we are an ordinary family that is attempting to do what we feelis right for us.

Very often our days start off on the wrong tack with everyonegrumpy, Pete trying to get ready for work, me trying to get Trudie( just9) and Kerry(6) to get dressed.(o.k. it may not bother some of you ifyour children stay in pyjamas all day but it bothers me with mine.)Some mornings we have children that I look after for an hour beforeSchool and at 10 to 9 there is a mass exodus, Pete to work and kidsto school."Right" I think "to work". No, Trudie and Kerry disagree."Yesperhaps they will do something...er...but not just now.Maybe tomorrow".Trudie's motto is why do something today if it can be put off untiltomorrow.Kerry is too interested in persecuting the cat to doanything else,cat looks positively hangdog and wishes Kerry wasn't homeschooled andthat she went to Borstal full time. (Do girls go to Borstal@They mayhave to rethink for Kerry if they dont. )While I try to make the catslife easier Trudie disappears, Trudies other motto:out of Sight, outof mind.Start to look for her and trip over other cat. Realise thecats need feeding, do that, now Kerry disappears, Bally kids and cats,Sit down and have a cup of tea and wonder where I went wrong, pickup book to read, instantly both children reappear, both with equallydemanding requests. "Mum, help me to do this".' Mum,could we do thisexperiment?’ Put book down, look at Trudie's experiment and realise wehaven't all the equipment that is needed, explain this, say next timewe are at the shops we will buy the things, why not make a list ofwhat we need, Groans from eldest daughter at mention of writingfollowed by extra quick disappearing act. Then realise Kerry wantshelp to convert the cat to a dog. NO! I refuse to put a lead onTintalle. Poor cat, Kerry mogns and groans so I read her a storyand give the cat a chance to escape. Now I am trapped, she is like theold man of the sea when it comes to being read stories. I Suggest shereads to me, am given a look Queen Victoria would have been proud of,definitely Kerry is not amused.Trudie reappears, tea break time, morning carries on in a similarvein , suddenly it is lunchtime, quick panic over what to eat .Petecomes in for lunch and if we are lucky we have our main meal....I'mstill wondering where | goO wrong...And no, I am not asking foranyone out there to tell me.
On the other hand we do have good days, some by design and some byaccident. Both the girls are growing mentally and physically andI love to see it, most of the time we are quite happy but sometimesSerious doubts creep in. Over Christmas we had several people criticise whatwe are doing to our children and I felt very troubled for a few days.Maybe I am doing the wrong thing, would they be happier at school,maybe I should look into the possibility of part time school.Why islife so complicated?The only way I've found to get out of this is to do something.Thistime contact with other families, thank goodnéss for the contact list.Other times we have visited somewhere special or for a field trip.This time we spent a day with Angela Naidu and her children workingon Ancient Egypt.The next day we drove up to Huntingdon and visitedBetty and Dave Ball and the boys and had an enjoyable day workingon absolutely nothing.
Most criticisms I receive I never hear so 1 don't worry aboutit, alot of our friends are teachers, most of them keep their views tothemselves.The ones that have criticised most have, strangely enough,been the most helpful. I know they disagree with what we are doing, itis against what they believe, but they often tell me of books, schemes,places to visit or of anything that they think will help.

 

 



 
In spite of the first part of this letter I do require the girls to doSome reading, writing and some form of maths most days. Some days arequite formal, others far from it.I get absolutely fed up with themSometimes, wonder what it is like to complete something without someform of interruption, come to that even to go to the loo in peace, andmuch as I love them both the thought of a whole day without themoccasionally is bliss. By the same token they get fed up with me andeach other and squabble and fight about most things , maybe it isbecause they see so much of each other or perhaps its just becausethey have such different characters. The ehildminding afterschoolhelps break it up a lot and I feel we have a slightly extended familyin the village of children I have looked after in the past or amlooking after now, I wish more children were homeschooled purelybecause it would make my life easier. I also know the vast majorityof parents are happy for their children to go to school and thatSchool suits the majority of children. Sometimes I wish it suited ours,I am not a dedicated homeschooler nor am T totally for school.I justfeel what we are doing and how we are doing it is, despite our offdays, right for us.

Veronica Gibbs 21 Peartree Lane, Danbury, Essex

Dear Editor,
my husband and I are home-schooling our 4 children-paul(10) Louise(7) Ruth(5) and Ben (3). The eldest three were successfullyde-registered in November last year.As anticipated we are going through a 'recovery' period with Pauland Louise and they don't seem to want to do any work(in anysense that our LEA adviserwould be likely to accept as work).Thatis fine with me but I am a little worried that our LEA man willnot find this situation acceptable.On reading through the ‘Early Years" booklet on P.5 1 whole-heartedly agree with the quote from Ken Byron: "The child may, forexample, go for months without wanting to write, because writingat school was monotonous, enforced, and a joyless business. There Zis only one course to follow in such a case-_allowthemnottowrite.This advice T am quite prepared to follow. I also took the advice

"You might need at first, to have a definite routine or timetable,adhered to quite rigidly, so that the child feels secure." ThisSounded wise so when T was asked for a timetable as well as'Aimsand objectives’ I was quite happy to comply.The trouble is that already I feel the need to leave behindthis timetable and ‘operate in a more natural and easy-going way'but feel trapped because it was because of the timetable and the factthat our LEA man was satisfied with my Aims and Objectives ( & themeans of achieving them) that I was given the official "go ahead',I feel now that I have "dug my own grave’ so to speak, Cananyone offer any suggestions? I honestly thought that if I gave themwhat they wanted they'd go away and let us get on with our livesbut_he's been four times already and is due again after helf term.I could do with some Support here so please write- anyone whohas a cheery word. LoveTerry Thomas,21 Cleveland Drive ,Lambton Washington, Tyne& Wear,P.S.Is there any chance of a newsletter every monthEditor: Only if you edit it & get some funds to pay for it!

 

 



 

Dear Editor,
In September 1984 this school hosted an Ecology Party

Conference , and EO was represented. I joined the EO movement, partly
to exchange ideas,partly out of sympathy for it and partly to offer
this school as a venue for meetings. I was rather surprised to read a
note written on the slip that accompanied that wondered why I was
interested! It is most odd, as we in the independent sector not
only function under the same law as EO but in that we have much
smaller classes and far fewer yards of red tape, so ought to
have much in common. Why do schoolteachers join?Is it the
philosophy?Is it the idea of keeping in touch with something

that although legal is rather deliciously anarchic?
We have all read our Tllich, Reich and so on- butis the reality
in the good classroom of only a few pupils much different? What,

in the days of great unemployment, is the future of the home
educated child who has few conventional educational reference
points? It was not only Marx but other (far more classical) authors
who said that if a man(sic) does not work he should not eat, Don't
get me wrong:T know that many EO kids do very well in public exams,
and that many conventionally-educated kids "fail"- or, rather, are
failed by the system.Please do not send me any "Disgusted,
Chelmsford’ letters on failing to read this closely! I am nottrying
to knock my freedom to do what I may under the law, as you are doing.
But there is an interesting point. If it was made illegal to
educate children at schools( or at home) other than those provided
by the state-(a) the committed parents would make a much bigger stink
in the schools, either because they were used to being able to buy
better standards or condifions or whatever or EO, and(b) it would

be a state monopoly and you would be able to sue schools, for not
doing their jobs, for the responsibility to cause your children to
receive education suitable to age, ability and aptitude (Education
Act) would be removed, and via your rates you would be paying(as
now), and so be able to sue for breach of contract ! This is of
course why the teachers’ unions would never countenance the
abolition of your right( and incidentally MY right) to educate
children out of the Government Schools- it would expose them to the
same laws as govern doctors, lawyers and other professionals. Yet
they claim professional status whilst in a protected position.
Odd,So do I.
The upshot of this is that I would be interested in hearing from
other teachers inEO: practising, resting, private, home or public,
to set up(perhaps) a working group to help resource EO to some
extent.If one exists...contact me. If not...how about it?

Frederick Rapsey,Hillcroft School,Finborough Rd.,Stowmarket,
Suffolk. Stowmarie t(0449)612991. Home 612102,

As new EO members , with boys Nathan 4 and Jay 2% we would like
to meet other Hampshire members. We thought a nice idea would
be an open house on a May Sunday-12th, to leave the bank holiday
free, Contributions towards Junch would be welcome, arrival anytime
after 10.30 a.m. Please let us know if you are coming:S.Rawlings,
23 Alexandra Rd, Shirley, Southampton, $01 5DH Tel S.hampton332974

INSPECTOR: "He's a year behind a bright 7-year old"
MOTHER: "Well, he's only six."
(From a reported phone conversation:Anne&Rob Wade, W.London.   



GROWING WITHOUTSCHOOLING
We have recently received and sent out the last issue of GwSsae? ae Due to ea continuing currency problems the coste increased agaiTha ee tow eae gain for 1985, to £7-50 for f£O members
There was a fairley low uptake of the '84 is idecided at the Holland Park meeting to reduce ane #GCRERE Clonnumber substantially. I have ordered 25 sets instead of the100 sets of the last two years. There were only 42 sets takenup of the last years issues, and several people have said thewouldn't re-order if the price increased again i feel that Zesets for '85 is a reasonable, low risk number. SO, if you dowant to subscribe, please let us know soon, etemise made outto Education Otherwise, to Bruce and Christine Wallace25 Diabaig Achnasheen, Ross~shire, IV22 2HE. ,
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3)ng
COMMUNICATION:Archaic form of yoga, etc. Speech directed at any person
other than the guru is punished,
PLAYGROUND:Place set apart for the immensely valuable experience of
being beaten up for being small, wearing glasses, talking funny ete.
HOLIDAY:Period during which teachers are paid while their pupils
educate themselves.
BOREDOM:Condition engendered in ‘clients of State Schools’ by the
failure of teachers to set them work. A symptom of dependence.
Happens during the holidays(q.v.) because the pupils do not
know how to educate themselves.
SCHOOL SONG:"Good Schools" have one of these in imitation of, etc.SCHOOL LEAVING AGE:16 if your parents are honest.Any age if they aren't.
EDUCATIONAL WELFARE OFFICER:Minion sent to intimidate honest parents
and collect the latest excuses from the dishonest ones.
SCHOOL REPORT:Unpublished prose:work in the minimalist tradition
FAIR:I don't know this child.
AVERAGE :He makes the usual mistakes.
WEAK:He has invented some mistakes.
VERY WEAK:I think he's trying to create a new subject.
PLAYTIME: Brief period of violent activity designed to give
early practice in the management of indigestion.
SOCIAL TRAINING:Archaic form of yoga involving silent, immobile
contemplation of the middle distance.

Chris Shute.7?, Ribble Court, Garrard Gardens,Sutton Coldfield

 

 



 

FOLLOW ON FROM EARTHQUAKE (Feb) sWorkcamps 1985: Local contact
in England is:Jacqui Best, 093 589541 , Somerset(address in contact
List) ;from E,Addey, pratale,Vallingegno ,Scritto,Gubbrio,Pg Italy

EO COMPETITION
Many people have asked to buy EO notepaper as a way of giving us
funds/publicizing us etc. We cannot sell the official paper
for general use. We do need an alternative paper for sale.
The competition is for a design, incorporating "School is not
compulsory" or some other statement suitable for EO, to be used
for notepaper and postcards.
Closing date:April29th. All ages can enter.
Please enclose suitable sae if you want entries returned.
Please send to:Jean Louis,21 Devonshire Rd Liverpool L8 31X

We live in a quiet, pretty and sheltered valley one mile off the
main road Exeter to Tiveton, Exeter being 10 miles away,Tiverton 5.
The house is large with a self contained two bedroomed flat. There
is a large walled garden. We run a small trout farm, cidar orchard
and jacob sheep. We have a farm shop and also supply trout to
the restaurants and hotels round about.
We are looking for an energetic couple who would give us part time
help in exchange for accomodation. The opportunity exists for an
organic market garden with a farm shop outlet. We are considering
E.0, for our seven year old daughter in September 1985.
Joanna Prentis, Burnhayes, Silverton, Devon, EX5 4pu,088 45 282

I have just joined EO via Kate Freeman, the Wilts coordinator.Couple,
30s, 2 pre-school children, looking for one or two families interested
in splitting, not sharing, large house, outbuildings, for organic
smallholding, education at home, crafts etc, positively no ppRene
Emma Osbach, Colerne Down, Thickwood, Colerne, Wilts, 0225 743438

KIDS RULE 0.K.
We are 3 kids out of school who are producing a magasine by kids
for kids. Contributions wanted- stories, dreams, poetry, letters,
cartoon strips, drawings, jokes, strange facts, record breakers,
recipes and small ads.-- swops, penpals contacts etc. Anything
you'd like to send will be welcomed age 0 to 16. Contributions
please on A4 paper in black or dark coloured ink, with return
address&phone no, to Kids Rule OK, 12 Palace Rd Crouch End London N.8 SMALL ADSHOLTDAYSTo let-6 berth comfortable well equipped caravan,
Beautiful and secluded surroundings close to the sea andEO family,
25m south of Oban, in village of Adfern.Contact: Val and Phil Springthorpe, Ardlarach, Adfern,Argyll.
Tel:Barbreck ( 085 25) 614
SMALL ADS: 10p per word. Please submit by 24th APRIL to
Advertising secretary.

 



 
NEWS FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE
Rainbow Field Village, late of Molesworth Airbase, is alive
and well and living on Desborough Airfield, Near Corby. If you
would like to visit, help in some way or join the village(they have
20 or so children out of school) contact Richard Oldfield,4, Bridge House, St Ives, Yambs. 0480 63054.
This is also the contact number for the Green Collective , who apart
from their many other activities will be gathering in a wood,1-7 May.
Cartwheel members and others are invited to discuss a village based
on sharing, working towards non-violence in relationships, and
freeing ourselves of stereotyped roles. Also plenty of good tunes.
20th May: Creative Networking at St James Church, Piccadilly, 6.30,
the London venue for the 1985 festival(June3-July12) with the theme
WOMAN: networking events for and about children, with lectures,
performances, films, music, live 'Any Questions' from the Church.
Thanks to Anne &Rob Wade &Linda Bailey for London meeting
Green Poppy, 21 Spencer St., New Bradwell, Milton Keynes, Bucks.

science for 7-11 year oldsiproposal for a group purchase
Cambridge University Press has a really beautiful new science course
called See for 7-11 year olds. It consists of a set of
cards, at levels of understanding, covering 12 themes. Each card,
amusingly illustrated and very clear, explains a simple experiment,
which looks great fun.I can imagine our

8

year old using them as
a source of good ideas for things to do when imagination fails!

The experiments look to me easy for the child to do alone but
could be used for half an hour's instructive enjoyment with an
adult or a friend. The equipment called for by the cards is ordinary
household stuff.
BUT- this is a school-sized pack! The whole course(4 units with
teachers handbooks) costs £95, and each item is repeated 6 times- for
classroom numbers. If the purchase were divided between 6 of us
E.0.families, so that we each had one complete set, it would only
cost £16 for what (in theory!) covers 4 years basic learning. Are
there 5 other groups interested? Anyone who is can write me and
I'll send them a photocopy of the 3 pages from the C.U.P. catalogue
which shows sample cards(please send an international reply coupon)
to:Etari Addey, Pratale, Vallingegno, Scritto, Gubbio(Pg) Italy.
ED: How about similar ideas from other readers/users?
Dear Editor,

I would be interested to hear from anyone in the S.E.who
would be interested in joining in a programme of activities for
children out of school. A 6 monthly calendar of events which anyone
could go to if they felt like it.For instance I would be happy to
have a fortnightly arts and crafts session, and a million other things!

_We could send a ‘calendar’ round', and each person could fill
in what they wanted/could offer- then recirculate the whole list.

I suggest this because my smis 134 and I am getting
increasingly worried about the time when all his friends are occupied
with school all day and have no energy for visiting outside
school hours.At the moment hesees other children most days and
is very gregarious. Once his friends go to school he will be left

 

 



with only younger children to socialise with, and he gets on best
with children about a year older than himself. Th probable lack
of social life is making me seriously consider sending him to
school, and is the major reason that I would like a programme of
activities to join in with. I hope there are other people with
similar ideas, I look forward to hearing from you all!
Sue Petszaft: The Old Squash Court, Bayham Abbey ,Lamberhurst, Kent

 

EDITOR FOR THE NEXT, JUNE NEWSLETTER IS
ANGELA MONTFORT-BEBB, 106 Talfourd Rd LONDON $15.Deadline May ist.

  
  

         
35 WANTED TO EDIT SUPPLEME 2 FUTURE NEWSLETTERS, PLEASE.

st your own subjects- not ju academic but single parents &£0;
self regulation;storytelling; yoga;social sciences; discove &

 

your child's personality(!!?) etc:any offers to Jean Shepherd,
9 Cranbourne Gardens, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.

  

ATTENTION: SEEN EQ IN THE LIBRARY/C.A.B./LOCAL ALTERNATIVE BOOKSHOP/
HEALTH FO SHOP? Members may like to use these for publicity, or
at least try to keep them informed, to help eoers. Posters and
introductory literature available from Andy Anderson(address on cover)
Have you tried contacting your local paper/radio station to get
the ideas viewed and aired and discussed?

   

 

Etain Addey has made the point that by the time the newsletter has
reached overseas members the deadline for the next issue is already
past.This means that if an overseas member has written something up for
the newsletter they do not know who to send it to.Where possible,
therefore, we will list the editors of the next few newsletters.
Otherwise, contributions can be sent to Jean Shepherd, 9 Cranbourne
Gardens, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.

FUTURE CONTRIBUTORS: IT WOULD BE NICE IF; We knew something about
your ‘family‘- your age/or your children(s) age, and involvement
with education out of 'school'- a mini, relevant biography.
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COORDINATORS WANTED FOR:
DORSET HAMPSHIRE JERSEY.
PLEASE CONTACT ANDY ANDERSON

CORRECTION FROM LAST NEWSLETTER
Line 5 of my letter SHOULD HAVE read;" We decided NOT to inform the LEA of our intention "Vieki Willow, Pollards Cross Cottage, Church Hill, Hempstead.
NEW COORDINATOR: FOR SHROPSHIRE.
Judith Park, 17 Beaufort Close,Leegomery, Telford, Salop, TF14xuhas taken over from Carole Kipling. New phone not Telford 54347
EO OPEN DAY MONDAY APRIL 8th(Easter Monday) at Ed &Ruth's placerRhyd-y-Fantwn, Moylegrove, Cardigan, Dyfed, a 15 acre small-holding in unspoiled natural valley (no dogs please). Bringfood to cook on firer:something for all ages. Commences 10am onwardsPlease phone 023 986 227 for directions.IT hope the weather will be kind, Ruth Stobbs
Dear EO,

- when I see the book of poims I always look up 3 cheres forpooh.my Daddy dus the saugly writing and I do the other Bits.Love from
Alice L.Clarke (age 5) (and ay sends his luv anda jar of runny hunney to take on a walk
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EDUCATING ARCHIE 4
Hampsuire's recent asde-memoire on pup AMscupline
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A RURAL HOME FOR ALAN
Alan is a tall, well built
young man of nearly 16 who is
working hard (o make sense
of his life and feelings.To
help him Alan would like
parents who live in a nice
quiet place& lead a natural life.

 

Relationships within Alan's family
have always been difficult for him and he came into care in 1981
when these broke down. After 21 months in a therapeutic community
and a short period at home, Alan is now living in a short stay
residential unit while welook for a new family for him.

Alan needs lots of love and care. He finds it difficult to
share adult attention and can be persistent in his demands for this.
Ideally Alan would be placed with a couple who have no otherchildren but who have some experience of adolescents. We would
like to find a home in a rural area where Alan can feel ‘unrestricted’
and free to wander and have contact with wildlife.Alan enjoys
gardening and would like to work with animals. Distance from London
is not a major problem. It is important that Alan is able to visit
his family from time to time
If you think you may be able to help, or would like more information,please contacts
JUDITH FENN OR BILL HILTON, Waltham Forrest Social Services Dept.,
17 Orford Rd., LONDON E,17 Tels 01 521 4554/3657.

 

 
DIABAIG PIER

MAY 18th to 25th.
Tent space,caravan, floor space in
the house. All EQOer's welcome, if
you can't come then, come some other
time. We've all had a lot of fun the
last two years and look foreward to
seeing old friends and making some

g og new ones.

      
> B,C,K,C,&R Wallace

25 Diabaig (gy Torridon)gq ay ca Achnasheen ( )
is Ross-shire= Tel. 044-581-225 

25 DIABAIG.

 

 



 

i i did not have room for
Hay pirthday in April & May to those we
caine covers: find your name in the word search, up and down,
across or sometimes twice.

MOTELIZABETHKATIMERTZISSE**
AUH*MARINA*C**MACAREED#*TV**
RROWENA***#H*#THOMPSONY*OY**
TRR**SCOOMBEeeeHETTT uUS*UL** IEF TEHETEEHE TEETERETE HEIEEIEE

LIM**HA****E*SBARNABYO*DY** WE UNDERSTAND SOME
NEAKHALI0**S**RW**LEONPCN** PARENTS ARE TAKING LHAS
LDNCBREWER*W*MOEO**#V**LU*** TO COURT FOR NOT HAVING
AE *A*AX**YAROODSET*I CI ARAN* TEACHERS THROUGH STRIKES.
WC#R*DA**##] ¥NT*LYSS*#NTBW* WILL E.W.0.s TAKE
RAKOE NN****#G*KEMPLOVATTTIH* PARENTS TO COURT FOR
ER*L**D*RACHEL**HENMLMOSGI * NOT PROVIDING EDUCATION
WV*T ¥#R##H*THCHHTRATE OUSAT* WHEN TEACHERS ARE ON
CA*NHA+H4*O##NITSXRHOLE * STRIKE?ASK YOUR M.P.
EL*E *##WCATHERITNEEHSAWYNLH* HRAEM IEHEAR IE TEEHEFEEAETERETEE TEE
HELAAETHEROANO*0*0*
DOUGLASLL**A#E***RNNDO#*T#U * “Contemporary children
HEIMDALLUJONOTHANT**ED#H*S* require their tutors
ASANTANAMEP S*#T**#I *#R*CA*E * to be generous human
RBJGWRMC*NE OT JAMES*##**#HN*## beings willing to
GRERT OAE*NSNRODERI CKMURRAY* establish creative-and
ROFALWY**IA*EOLM*POLLYI **#** sometimes healing-
EUFDSEM**FU*VNI I **HAWKSWELL relationships with
AGRDONU**ED*ENSL#N####THH#* their charges."
VHE ONAR*#R#**LEAE*A####ORHHH (peter Hollins, letter
ETYNMORRISONY*#S*R*##*p#4HH to Guardian,12/3/85)
SO**##A**###A*NATESHABHANA®Fe NIEAIYEEEASHESER aaE
FARETEEEEEHEEHHSWAT RIDGE

PETITION By C.R.Shute
Do not invent me. I am real.
Help me reality to feel.
Do not paint me cherub colour,
Neither make a man of me.
Let me test my nature wisdom.
You cannot know what I must be.
Do not invent me. I am real.
Help me reality to feel.
Forgive me for your frightened childhood.
Absolve me from your lonely youth.
Do not avenge your careless nurture;
Give me love and tell me truth.
Do not invent me. I am real.
Help me reality to feel.
You who thrust my being on me
Do not wrench my truth away.
Let it grow, however strangely:
Do not let my love decay.
Do not invent me. I am real.
Help me reality to feel.  



OF THE CORE GR MEETING ON JARY_ 198. ATHOLLANDPARK Y.H.A.LONDON
Present: Bruce Cox (Chair), Peter Bernays (Minutes), Dick Kitto, Andy Anderson,

Peter Jones, Rob Wade, Anne Wade, Sandie Cottie, Caroline Grant,
Simon Grant, Bruce Wallace, Jean Shepherd, Alison Mafham, Jean
Lovius, Alvena Hillier.

Apologies were received from Joan Soare, Frances Howard, Anne Moss, John
Elenor, Janet Everdell, Angela Montfort-Bebb.

 

1. Minutes of vious meeting:
These were discussed at the end of the meeting, and approved after
several items had been clarified, in particular that in future pynents
should not be made retrospectively.

2.  So-Opted: Jean Shepherd and Jean Lovius were co-opted onto the Core Group.
3. Reports:

3.1 General Secretary:
John Blenor has resigned from the post of General Secretary.
Rob and Anne Wade will define the fictions of ‘General Secretary"
for discussion at the next meeting. They will write a notice te
the Newsletter asking for volunteers for Publicity, Public Relations,
and anything else. They will look into the prodeedure for appointing
a new secretary.
Minute Secretary: It was agreed that the task of minute secretary
would be separated from that of general secretary, although it might
remain part of the general secretary's responsibility to appoint
and ensure the presence of a minute taker.
Minute Takings A. proceedure for minute taking was proposed.
i. Minute ‘ters are asked to think in terms of those who weren't

at the meeting, including sufficient information.
2. Decisions should be formulated as an egreed statement

and, ye read hack to the group as the meeting proceeds,
3.2 Treasurer:

A full report from the Treasurer, as presented by Alison Mafham
to the meeting, appears elsewhere in the Newsletter.

3.3 Enquiries Secretary: (a written report submitted by Janet Everdell)
Enquiries are down 20%, - however, there is always a month to month
fluctuation. There has been quite a lot of radio and T.V coverage
recently, which has implications for enquiries.
Janet would like to see reported in the newsletters more details
of what. money is being used for.

3.4 Membership Secretary: Bruce Wallace
Membership is currently 1160, this is 20% up on this time last year.
December was quiet. 232 have failed to renew,but this final figure:
will be smaller.
Out of a total of 1500, 500 (one third) school age children are
Jmown to be out of school. This is an increase of 9 this Jamarv.

 

 



 
3.5

3.6

3.7

Publications Secretary: Caroline Grant
The Education Otherwise Newsletter printrun ie 1600, at a cost of
£340, £7.50 a numbered page (side). The addition to the contact list
is £60; this would be cheaper if included as part of the Newsletter.
The Contact List needa reprinting. 1600 is suggested with a further 300
printed later in the year as necessary.
Caroline is hoping to pass on the majority of the work she has been doing
as Publications Secretary. Jean Shepherd has volunteered to gradually takeover the work of overseeing the Newsletter production,
Andy Anderson will look into getting the stationéry printed locally to him.Andy is to redesign the Handbill, and will present it to the next meeting.
Jean Lovius is to put a notice in the Newsletter inviting members to sendin designe for use on unofficial stationéry (for members and personal use).
This will take the form of a competition.

CoOrdinators Secretary: Andy Anderson
CoOrdinators Guidelines as submitted by Andy were discused and approved
with the following modifications ~ That number 10 shoulda be modified anda number 11 added, to read as follows :
10) It is useful that CoOrdinators will attend Core Group meetings andminimum travelling expenses can be paid. Check in advance withCoOrdinators Secretary.
11) &ocal areas are responsible for chdbing their own CoOrdinator.

if a vacancy cart be filled the CoOrdinatore Secretary will consultwith local members to seek volunteers.
It was stressed that it would avoid much confueion if the CoOrdinatoreSecretary could be notified of co-ordinators resigning.
It was @greed that Andy would produce and circulate copies of theGuidelines.
Legal Group : Simon Grant
The legal goup continues its work of advising and mediating in troublesomecases,

Assistance to Local Group :
Sandy Cottee made a request on behalf of the Rasex local groupto £.0. for assistance in funding a photocopier,A rolling fund of £500 which local groups could use as a loan forresources, equipment & materials, was discussed.This fund will be built up as the Treasurer sees fit.It was proposed that E.0. could make such paymenta with theBereement that they should be paid back within a maximum of 2 years.
A loan of £25 to act as a float for Paper etc. will be made to theEssex Group.
Sandy Cottee will look into leasing experiences of self help groupsin similar situations with Peter Bernays.

Legal, Pamily Fund : Recommendations by Dick Kitto
Dick proposed that a scheme should be set up straight away witha separate family fund. Suma may be allocated to the level of £1000.Dick will write a piece appealing for donations ag additions to thefund, and thia will be included with the next Newsletter.
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1 |
While we don't anticipate that the fund will be sufficient to cover
legal advice and court costs, it will be intended to help with
incidental expenses for people on legal aid, and may also be able to
help with fines.
The fund should be administered by a small body of trustees.
Dick will appeal for people who are known to have a special
interest in this area to apply.

Outstanding payment to Bruce Cox for work done
The task of sorting out payment due to Bruce Cox will be handed
over to the Steering Committee, with the request that he gets paid
within the legally possibile time limit.

Copies of Things
7.1

7-3

TW

School Is Not Compulsory :
CoOrdinators will automatically receive copies of revised S.I.N.C.
Anyonewho applies will receive a copy free.

Constitution :
Copies of the Constitution will be sent to the officers of the
Core Group.
E.O. Descriptive Outline ;
A descriptive paper outlining ‘Education Otherwise’, what it is,
how it works now, and who does what, will be written by Bruce Cox,
and will be included in the Newsletter.
‘Growing without Schooling' subscription :
Bruce Wallace will order 30 copies regularly of John Holt's magazine,
"Growing without Schooling! from USA. Subscriptions are available
from Bruce at £8 a year. This is to be advertised in the Newsletter.
Sample back copies will be offered on the back of membership forms.

 
Venues and Arrangements for Future Meetings : 

Autumn meeting will be the AGM at Wick Court, Bristol, on October
Friday llth. It was decided that this meeting will be unsubsidised.
Ideas for good cheap places to hold weekends are called for.
Subsidised travel, acconddation & children was discussed, and thought
to be appropriate for gatherings with other purposes.
The suggestion was made that a Children's Gathering could be held
at Unstone Grange in midsummer next year.

Active Dialogue with the Authorities - HMI DES 
It was suggested that E.0. could benefit from a more outgoing
approach towards the Education Authorities.
Bruce Cox will explore the possibility of inviting an interested HMI
to come and talk with us.

 



 
10. TV_ Open Door Programme

It was proposed that Arne Lovius might get together material and
ideas for a BBC TV Open Door programme.

li. E.0. Computer Facilities
Bruce Cox will talk to Bob Emmetk who ia providing E.0. computing
facilities,
It was decided to provide funds to buy immediately, a replacement
printer. Anything elee urgently needing replacement will be met.
Bruce will talk with Bob about future extension of the system,
including, if possible, wordprocessing capability.

A gross cost of £1600 is expected.

i2. Apology from Research Committee
The Research Committee has been bogged down, and has been held up
in ite report.

13, Thanks
19.1 Advertising in Newsletter

The decision was to continue with the advertising policy we have
at present, for the Newsletter.
Thanks to Jean for her work in CoOrdinating this area.

13.2 Acknowledgement to Leila Berg for Books Contribution
 

Andy Anderson will write to Leila Berg thanking her on behalf of
Education Otherwise for her books donation.

13.3 Acknowledgement of John Elenor's Work as General Secretary
Dick Kitto @greed to write an acknowledgement of John Elenor's
work as secretary for the Newsletter.

13.4 This Weekend Thanks
Finally the Group thanked Lynda Bailey for organising the children's
activities, and everyone else who joined in,
the Youth Hostel for accoM®dating the weekend,
and Rob and Anne Wade for their part in its organisation.
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EDUCATION OTHERWISEI$ AMEMBERSHIP ORGANISATION WHOSE PRINCIPAL ATM
‘IS TO PROVIDE ASUPPORTAND INFORMATION NETWORK FOR FAMILIES WHOSE.
CHILDREN ARE BEING EDUCATED OUTSIDE SCHOOL, FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO
SUPPORT THE FREEDOM OF FAMILIES TO TAKE PROPER RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN.
Our principal aims are as follows:
To encourage theprovision of alternative learning situations
outside the school system.
To re-affirm that parents have the primary responsibility for their
childrens education and that they have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educatingthem out of school.
To establish the primary right of children that full consideration,
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