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GOING TO SCHOOL - SANITY PREVAILS

The twins, now twelve, have been out of school since they were six. In
that time we have travelled, lived in communes, council houses,farms, cities.
We spent two years until last August living 1% miles away from the nearest
road in the remote west coast of Scotland. We lived there with our friends
(very important) our garden,animals and our happiness. We spent winters
walking, skating on the lochs,sledging, exploring standing stones, rock pools
and cairms and just running about and having parties. The summer was littered
with beautiful naked brown bodies swimming in the sea (a.m) and lochs (p.m.)
fishing, sunbathing, gardening, rearing young animals, sipping icy burn water,
running about and having parties.

Unfortunate circumstances meant we had to move. ''he council have rehoused
us and the twins got an itch to be doing. Here at Kilberry there is nothing to
do. The only children for miles around apart from them go to school in a
village 15 miles away.

Out of the blue Gwillym and Lucy (the twins) announce that they want to
try school. "Oh no" says I "We'll be drummed out of E.0.", After getting
partly over the shock the arrangemenis were made and off they went. Excited,
anxious, nervous and confident all at once.

The first day over. An eye opener all round. Lucy and Gwillym were
quite horrified by the sheer, raw brutality of the place. ‘hey could see
clearly a war between two strange human like species. Pupils v 5taff. Their
shock was tempered by the novelty of being in the middle of it all. 'they
deeided to go back for more.

The twins spent the first 2% to 3 weeks loving every mimute of the exper-
ience - often, T think, more as social anthropologists or sociologists than as
pupils, Most of their stories of school, after all, had elements of bullying,
teasing, frustration, boredom, repetition, etc. Flayground life they never
liked much, all herded out to burn off their aggression and frustration hefors
the next lesson., The twins found the other children (apart from one or two
friends) immature, silly, loud and mindless.

after the first 3 weeks and as they adopted their school roles more,
things began to look less interesting and not everything is so rosy now.
History is boring (copy, copy). Home economics is all sugar, salt, white
flour and sexism ("Why is & washing machine useful to a busy housewife?"),
French "Oh you'll catch on." Technical Studies more a study in violence,
stupidity and sitting still with amms folded,

The twins have now been going to school for seven weeks, they are be-
coming fed up, bored disillusioned. After six years of almost no formal
education they are at or near the top of their class in the subjects they
like (maths, English, music, games, nautiecal studies) they are in the schgol
sports teams. (The young people who have spent their time from the age of
five learning the peculiar lessons of the school sccial order, the achool
gystem of human relationships appear to me to be less able to cope with the
real world because of it and have been madly abused.)

At the moment both Lucy and Gwillym see the advantages as outweighing
the disadvantages by a small margin. Both would like us to move to a situ-
ation where there are more people - more deschooled young people again, and
more facilities for the arts, ete. We are looking (it ain't easy), but T
predict that the twins are about to go through a bad patch soon where they
will have to struggle with the decision of in or out, T think they will
both opt out of school and back into life. Sanity prevails - I hope.

1ts been an education to us all.

Chris Maginn




De - registration - The Legal Way

There still appears to be considerable confusion regarding de-registration.
The correct procedure was spelt out in N.L. 19, September 1981, Page 20, Para 4
and 1 quote;

"My solicitor, the DES, and the Ombudsman all confirmed that de-registration
will begiven when a child is receiving an alternative education, so therefore
commence Home Hducation during a school holiday, then inform the school it is
receiving an altermative education, letter to arrive first day after the holiday."

This procedure is as certain as it is simple, and is completely within the
law. An authority can only refuse de-registration if it is requested "in order
that a child may receive an alternative." and of course they do just that, but
when de-registration is "because it is receiving " they have no choice, de-
registration must be granteds

Notwithstanding our article in N.,L.19 we are concerned that this information
does not appear to have reached many of our members, and are afraid the guidance
given in 'Uchool is not Compulsory' is at best somewhat vague and may be mis-
leading,and families are making the quite incorrect approach to de-registration
and are needlessly suifering harrassment and intimidation.

Once the guestion of de-registration is disposed of, as surely it will be
if this procedure is followed, then Clause 39 of ithe 44 Education Act eannot,
under any circumstances, apply.

Ted and Mary Carter




Deaxr Zditor,

We are two families living in the same county but under different Local
Bducation Authorities. In January of this year we each withdrew one child from
school. In one case from an infant school,the other from a Jjunior. e are send-
ing you copies of the initial letters received by us, to demonstrate their very
different responses.

4e both used the model letters outlined in 'ijchool is nol Compulsory'to send
toc the authorities but had no idea of the kind of answers we would get back., ior
this reason we thought that these replies would be of interest to those members
thinking of withdrawing their children from school in the future.

ke have removed the names of the authoritiee z3 we ars both still very mach
in the throes of estazblishing ourselves as famililes learning at home, so we
hate to jepodise our posiiiona in any way,

May we take this opportunity of saying # big thank you to all the ¥.0'ers
whe have helped us to get ourselves started in home education.

Yours sincerely,
The Griffins and The Lines.

THE REPLIES

bDear Mr. ana Mrs. Lines,
Hannzh Lines (aged &)

Thank you for your letier dated 2nd January 1984 informing me that you
intend to make arrangements for Hannah to be educated ouvherwise than through
atteadance at school.

section 36 of the [ducation Act 1944 impuses on parents a duty to canse
their children of compulsory age to receive efficient, full-time education suit-
able to their sge, ability and aptitude either by regular atiendance at school
or otherwise. You have advised me that you will be taking responsibility for
your daughter's full-time education and I must inform you that, should it appear
to the Fducation Authority that you are failing in the duty under jection 3% of
the Education Ael 1944 as referred to ahove it would ke the Authority's duty to
serve on you a formal notice requiring you to satisfy the Authority that Hannah
is receiving efficient, full-time education suitable to her age, ability and
aptitude.

T will, therefore, ask Miss , the Area Adviser for warly Childhood
gducation to contact you to arrange an appoiniment to olbserve the arrangements
being made for Hannah's education. Miss will then submit a formal report

to me on the btasia of which the Authority will decide whether or not it appears
that you are fulfilling the otligations referred to in this letter,

Yours sincerely,




THE GRIFFINS

Thank you for your letter of 3rd Jamuary 1984, in which I note you intend to
educate your daughter otherwise than at achool.

It is necessary to determine whether what you propose satisfies the requirements
of the Education Act 1944 clause 26, which states:-

"It shall be the duty of the parent of every child of compulsory
school age to cause him to receive efficient full-time education
suitable to his age, ability, and aptitude, either by regular
attendance at school or stherwise'.

In order to enable me te come to this determination I should be grateful if
you would let me have details of the educational programme you intend to adopt
and of the qualifications of any tutors involved {including yourself and your
wife if you are undertaking all or part of the teaching).

The details of the educational programme that I reguire can be summarised as
follows :-

1. A general statement of the curriculum being followed;

2. Detailed schemes of work for each subject or area of work and methods
of teaching adopted;

3, A weekly timetable for the child.

I should also be grateful for information on i~
1. The room(s) in which work is done;
2., Books and materials used;

3. Other teaching aids used, e.g. t.v., radio, video, films.

A. Facilities available for practical work (particularly important in
regard to science and craft at secondary level).

When you have forwarded the above information and it appears likely that
agreement that the proposals conform in general with the requirements of the
Bducation Act 1944 can be Teached, one of the Autheority's Advisers will visit
your home to discuss any problems there may be with you and to meet the child
concerned, TFurther visits will be necessary subsequently.

! 7 77 .

vear E,0.

A query; we moved to Milton Keynes atu the end of November - our daugh-
ter is 5%. As yet we have not informed the Authorities of our presence. are
we legally obliged to infoxm them? I know we are legally obliged to see that
she is educated but I don't know about informing them.

ANSWER: You do not have to infoxm the Authorities.




BOOK REVIEW

by Jackie Fearnley.

I am often asked to recommend books to people interested in an educational
approach based on the indications given by Rudolf Steiner, I have chosen some
that are easy to read and have a practical application.

TWACHING A5 A LIVELY ART by Marjorie Spock.

One availiable from the Rudolf 3teiner Press, 38 Museum 3t, London W.C.1
which I have just read and which gives a very clear account of Steiner's
recommendations for each age from 6 to 13.Especially helpful was Steiner's
advice to the teacher who has a particular seemingly insoluble problem with one
of his children.He said that he should call up a vivid picture of the child and
immerse himself in it befors he goes to sleep. On waking he will often discover
that his concern has borne fruit in the form of an ingenious idea whereby the
protlem can readily be solved. If he wishes to cure the child of an undesirable
habit he should not preach to him about it, but instead search out a bad habit
in himself and sat about its cure. "The moral momentum 30 engendered will have
a direct effect upon the child."

PARENTING A PATH '[HROUGH CHILDHOOL by Dotty Turner Coplen.

Available from Floris Books,21 Napier 3t. Edinburgh, A fairly general
book concerned with helping parents to provide the right environment for the
child to grow into a fulfilled and responsible adult with a positive contri-
bution to make to the world, Some parents produce a happy, smiling child but
who iz out of touch with herself, "ls that what the world needs to solve the
gigantic problems we are faced with.....Rather we need people who are real,
people whe have the inner ability to find out what is true, to sort out the good
from the bad and to have the courage to defend what is right and to fight what
is wrong."

neading the book helped me to understand in a more vivid way the way in
which the world surrounding the child becomes her inner world as she grows up
and therefore how important are the early influences which sne absorbs,

fe are warned against making children "clever" too early in their life - of
more importance is to cultivate their fealings of awe, wonder and reverence and
to find a way of keeping the child's own feelings of warmth, love and trus
alive. "ie have the rest of our lives to be adults, so we need to let children
be children . Let them use this time to live in their imagination and develop
it to discover the world, te feel and touch. ‘Then we will have mature adults..
The feeling of wonder is a gift that needs to be protected. It may be easy te
give glib answers of explanation, but that does not lead to understanding.
Interest in the world is enhanced by the feeling of wonder."

The theme of the book is summed up thus: "provide for your child the path
he needs to find his way into the world, allow him to live in a consistent,
protected, rhythmic environment, with form, noi chaos, with family rituals,
with natural substances, in contact with nature, allow him to be an apprentice
to learn how to care for himself and others and care for the world."

The whole of this book could have relevance for those parents whose
children have special needs but there is a good chapter on the needs of the
handicapped child who is likened to the violinist trying to play on a damaged
inatrument.

CHILDREN AT PLAY:PREPARATION FOR LIFE by Heidi Britz-Crecelius.

A book with more specific advice on activities for children . ©She shows
how without the aid of expensive or complicated toys the child should go through
th~ various stages necessary to its development-becoming at home with the four
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elements- unsing the playthings provided by Nature.

She shows how many games derive from the child's relationship with the
cosmos (skipping, swinging, ball games etc) and how others are related to the
child's experience of the incarnation of the gonl in the physical body (slipping
into tight containers, nooks and crannies, cupboards, baskets and so on).

The doll she sees as very important in the child's finding of its own self.
Moving examples are given of the harm done by taking dolls away from children
or by giving them either terribly sophisticated mass-produced dolls or toys
which are ugly caricatures of animals,

3he laments the present day impoverishment of children's games, explaining
how much harder it can now be for children to be provided with a good environ-
ment for the necessary stages of play to take place., she picks out various
negative influences such as living in towns with no 'wild' places, television,
early teaching of reading and the provision of toys which leave nothing for the
child's imagination to do. One boy she knew of used to destroy all technical
toys and play instead with dolls and little animals, and used nails , & hammer
and saw. when he was Qyears old, his parents discovered that their son had relaid
the electric wiring in his grandfather's cellar,..faultlessly. Thereupon they
gave him a voltameter and since that time, whenever the now grown-up boy goes
to visit friends' 7ouses, things which need to be repaired are laid out ready
for him,

She suggests that a major effect of young children watching television is
that they do not let themselves be impressed very easily - “they 'know' every-
thing from television. Do they really know it? Or are they deluded into be-
lieving that they do? "

Another aspect of the modern tendency to substitute information for exper-
jence is the trend towards 'early learning'. she suggests that an over-early
emphasis on the intellectual side can lead to the under-development of the
social faculties. “The experts who lead the battle to teach children to read
as early as possible emphasize again and again how much more quiet and well-
poised early readers are than those who play - just as if quietness and pose
were desirable in children. Well of course, the early readers can then read
about all the things of which they have been deprived. But instead of assimil-
ating experiences, they have information in their heads, and information is
bound to be a gquite inadequate substitute for experience."

"It will not be the intellectual abilities but the social faculties of
human beings that will on the whole make it possible to live on this earth ir
the future ...uomputers can do calculations of every kind for us, but social
imagination, moral imagination - these our technological slaves will never
develop - these we ourselves have to develop.”

A good book to read to remind us of the profound and lasting effect
children's 'games' have on them and the importance of being able to drop every-
thing if necessary when our participation is needed.

MAKING SOPT TOYS by Freya Jaffke.

Floris do various craft and children's books and would send & catalogue
on reguest. One that I have seen and would recommend is MaKING SOFT TOYS
which gives helpful ideas for simple toys for children (not just soft ones)
and which is a good starting point for those who are put off by having to follow
patterns.

NOT:THE ROWAN TREs alsc sells Steiner books, modelling wax, crayons,water paints.
ADDRESS

The Triangle

derkeley Place

vlifton

BRISTOL 838 1kH

-




NOTICE ABOUT BOOK. REVIEWS

HOOKNOTES

1. If any of you hear of an interesting forthcoming publication and wish to Te-
view it please get in touch with me 28 I can then write to the publisher
concerned on our official paper and ask to have the book forwarded directly
to you.

2, Naturally whoever wishes to review any older book he or she has come across
and thinks would be of value to the rest of us is free to do so &t any time.

5. what books did you find eapecially fascinating as a child? If you send me
details [ will compile a list and publish it later on.
Helen tolland, (Address on inside back cover),

VISIT &LCHANGE PROGHAMME.

Ihis i3 still going strong with a steady trickle of enguiries from abroad. If
anyone else wishes to offer hospitality to home-schooling visitors please get

in touch with me. 411 I do is pass on names and requests and it is then up to
the individuals concerned to make their own arrangements. And if you are think-
ing of visiting the U,3.A. and would like to meet homeschoclers there, again
please get in touch with me. (s.a.e. appreciated).

Halen tolland. Inholms Farm. Plumpton Green. ‘ussex.BN7 3DE.

Education Through The Press

Edited by sarah Guthrie with contributions from Bruce Cox and Janice Owen.

quote of the month;

In a study of the attitudes and beliefs of young people today "boys and girls
in roughly equal proportions see death and school as two of the worst aspects
of 1ife." (rimes Educational Supplement 24.2.84 )

LI#*E IN 3CHOOL; Devon Council launched an enquiry into the mock hanging of a
15 year old boy during an art lesson at Tavistock Comprehensive,
The boy was doing a special art project on capital punishment.
(Laily Telegraph 25.11.83 and Times =d. Supplement ), ..clags=
Toom computers can trigger off a rare form of epileptic
seizure if they are studied too closely for long periods, warns
the Health and Jjafety Hxecutive (Guardian 7.2.84).....education
for parenthood is given low status in secondary schools, and
usually confined to girls of 'average' academic ability (Times
Bd. supp. December 83 ).....A teenage bully admitted copying
the tactics of a bully on GRANG® HILL the T.V. series (Dﬂily
Telegraph 14.12 «83)..use

AUOTE NO. 2 "Having learned the basic three Ks over the 1st T-Byears of
formal education, the bulk of the population has nothing mors
to learn from the fomrmal education sustem as it now stands.
Unly those who enjoy the intellectual hoops and hurdles of an
academic education really benefit from the classroom set-up.
¥Yor the rest, it is a mere charade, a charade which the vast
majority is surprisingly willing to endure." (Times Ed.Supple-
ment 13.1.84 )

2UQTE NO. 3 "We are going through an overly scientific phase in education
in which we believe all that is of value mist be able to he
"quantified,categorized and logged"....Let us hope (for)a
return to mystery , magic and a hope and a prayar for the future
than instant measurability"
(Ueraint Lloyd Evans, in a letter to the Times Bd. Supp. 13.1.84)
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BIG BROTHER I3
TEACHING YOU:

MEANWHILE:

U884

KgeP WIT

said Prof. Bernard Crick, Orwell's biographer;

"I em horrified that at
least 3 examination boards
have put "1984"on 0 level
ayllabuses, It's too
complex to be handled at
0 level,"

Replied Johrn Swallow, from
the National Association
of Headteachers;
"A man of the intellectual
stature of Crick can't
really bear to put it over
to 16 year olds in the
gimplistic way that most
0 level teachers have to
do because they are doing
it for an exam",

(Times Ed. Supp.Dec B3)

then its the end.
CLEAR?

Children in secondary schools shonld be taught skills enabling
them to use their wits, imagination and creativity, said the
Dept if kducation and Science in its CURRICULUM 11-16, published
last December. 'lhe report also nuestions the future of schonl
time tables - including the division of the day into eight 3%
minute periods (Telegraph 6.12,83)...,, ‘lraditional schooling
should end at 14, according to a report by leading figures in
education and industry, (Times Ed. Supp., lecember 83)

Careers expert Tony Watts argues that school must change
because the maintenance of the traditional curriculum, highly
academic and geared to exams, is not a feasihle opticon with
youth unemployment at its present lewvel,(Guardian 10, 1.84)

Office chiefs are disturbed at the failure of schools to teach
the 3 r's properly, and concerned at the irrelevance to commerce
of the school curriculum plus an over-dependence on the ecalc-
ulator (Telegraph 28,10.83).....According to the former education
officer of the ILEA,some pupils are leaving nchool worse than
when they went in (Telegraph 20.10.83).

The Heagan administration is to launch a campaign against
violence in the classroom with the Faderzl UGovernment playing
a larger role (Times Ed Supp. 13.1.84)......30me 12 year old
pupils in vallas Texas were unable to locate the United States
on a world map during an educational test of students from
major industrial countiries set up by the vallas Times Herald...
(Telegraph 13.12.83%)

Keep-fit classes for under 5s have started in the west Midlands
for those children who 'travel too much in cars',...(Telegragh
10.11.83).,




Talking About School

dited by sarah Luthrie with contributions from sruce Cox, Janice Owens.

Interviewer Lo Juggsy, singer with MAUNS34: "Jhat was the best part of

dchoal 1or you 7
\ ging-o=ling-a-ling". (BB v, J&n B4 )

interviewer to isan Lennon, son of John Lennon: "“what's your favourite
"

aubject at sehonl

iedn:  “ehen ft's over," (RARIC 1, 23.1.84 ).

"Mree and A Yalf years of pretiy undistinguished striving, in which food,
or rather ths lack of it, played a leading part..." (Juliasn Critehley, on his
youth 2t yshury johool. [SLIGRAPH, 28, 11. B3.) Of the present school he
wriles, iting and lfagging are no more,and chilblains gquite unkown....the
boys seem happy, well-taug te he free of that grinding discontent from

whinh I, and others, sullered."

nol is the same, week in, week nut, only varied by the unpredictable
the staff,..,1, like most prefects, am & megclomaniac and thoroughly
enjoy withering 1at, yeara with z carefully aimed eyebrow...." (schoolgirl Lucy
Hull, SUNDCY CIMe 3, Jan A4)

mooda ol

ichonl offered too few opportunities to interest and extend children
"oouworking in discreel 4Uminute nackages, giving homework every Thursday,
because that's what the timetable deer whether or not it's appronriate,

ial worker...not what I went into teaching for."

"It's the total depgradation of not being treated 1like a human being., First year
children you have to lock the door on them to keep them in the classroom-who'd
laugh and say 'poetry-shit' and 'What's the point of working, I'm not going to
get & job anyway'.
"Farhaps the worsh thing was that the only work that t
enjoyed, was abjolutely repetitive, sterile exercise s
a3 a disaster.
"TL w45 so bad that some classes, good pupils with a prospect of O levels, had
had Uive teachers by the March., [hey'd look at me and say to each other 'Wonder
how long this one will last?' 1t was a challenge but in the end I felt that if
1 JLayed I would become hardened ...inhuman." ([IMES IDUCATIONAL SUPPLAMENT,Dec,83
lerdre Cohen,who now manages Lambeth City Warm. )

having to be a so

hey would accept, could de
heets, Anything creative

A boy of eight wau given some transeription to do, mainly because he had to
be kept tusy and at the moment his teacher could find nothing else. At the end of
hzlf an hour he said, "T am always going to write and do nothing else: I like
writing:" Needless to say, by the end of a week his interest was less, and he
turned his attention te other things; but the amount of practice he had while he
gave every spare moment showed excellent results,

from *Learning And Teaching In The Junior ichool' by Nancy Catty,M A.
(Contributed by Jennifer Linsel.)

| O




The N
Ob5° N
\ZU\( W ThQ-{; 045t %Q '\'-\Q put

aAMo Water on it S He 3%\&5\\

and hod 0
| O bipe.
B W o Qotdy

gf?%%




Letters

Lark Rise,
Crapstone,
Yelverton,
Devon.

Dear Rditor,

Re - c¢hild benefit claims as requested in February #.C. newsletier,

Vincent was 16 years old in November 19871 and his echild benefit was promptly
atopped on the week of his birthday with no warning or explanation., As we had
moved from Northants. to Devon two months befors I thought the DHSS had not
'caught up with us'so I wrote complaining and was sent the ususl forms to complete.

The anawer received was that he was not elligible for child benefit (no
reason given) but that if we wished to challenge the decisisn we Had 28 days in
which to do 30, Of course we did, X

My husband spent severil evenings in the reference library in Plymouth and
discovered the relevant acts concering education and child benafit. We wers
called to 2 Tribunal in February but this was postponed after a few minutes as
the 033 representative did not know her section 36 from her section 56 of the
Yducation Aet and wanted mors time to get instructions ete,

Meanwhile we procured a letter from our chief sducation officer saying
that Vincent was being educated under sestion 36 and partly under section 56 of
the 1944 Zducstion Act, Qur second 'I'ribunal hearing ecame up in June 1982 and
all three decided in our fawour but of course said that the DHS5 had a right of
appeal of which they must inform us in writing within 28 days if they intended
o appeal.

The days passed and we heard nothing ,then 3 days after the 28 days allowed
we had a letter saying that the DHS3 were to appeal to the Soecial Security
Commissioners, ‘We immediately pointed out that the letter was too late and they
agread that it was §0 - so we got the full back-dated child henefit. However
they said that the appeal could go akeud.

lore correspondence took place and the outcome was that in December 1982
we received a letter from the Commissioners saying that an oral hearing in our
case was unnecessary and that a copy of the decision would be sent to us in
due course, This happened and of course was not in our favour. However we did
receive 211 the beneflit from November '81 ti11 July'S2 and Vincent started at
Flymouth C.v,E: in jeptember '82 so the dispute ended.

'his brings another point forward. Although Vincent had by law to recaive
full-time education until the april following his 16th birthday his Child Benefit
was stopped 5 months before that. However he was not elligible to receive 3ocial
SJecurity until april - the official school leaving date. He made enquiries to
a very helpful youth employment office where he was told many different things-

a) You must be elligible for one or the other.

b) You should be able to gei both.

¢) You can't have either.

The fact in the end was that he could not claim social security because he was
starting full-time education at the C.F.,E. in 3jeptémber . He could not claim
Child Benefit because he was not in a recognised educational establishment.

The DH33 now have amended their forms and gtate in their section on
'Recognised wducational Establishment' they can include 'a hospital or the child's
home if the education is being specially arranged by the local authority’.

However I still think it's worth appealing - there could be other botch ups
like ours and people get the allowance through default. It's so obviously un-
fair that the 1ribanals are bound to be sympathetic.

Our daughter is 16 this November so we're going to go through the same
procedure again claiming that as the education cofficer sends an education advisor
annually we have a gpecial arrangement with the local authority.

I think it's time £.0. members lobbied their M.P.'s about this although the
present government being very stingy with all allowances is unlikely to find in
our favour, Our numbers are growing and this present situation is blatantly

nnfaif.hope this throws some light on the situation. pzyla Theobald.
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18 Markham Place,
Ladybrook,
Manafield,

Dear members,

With reference to the Aug '83 newsletter and the responses which have foll-
owed, (and at the risk of provoking painful memories for some,) I feel a need
to communicate some of my thoughts to you which I had been loath to do after the
Dec. criticism. However, it saddens me now that our last editor felt it ex-
pedient to avoid a 'home-made look'. Other potentisl editors may even have been
put off by this fuss about things looking home made, thus resiricting the
editorship to a certain type of person and also therefore the range of approaches,
ideas and experience which could be brought to the task with a resultant loss
of potential and valuable enrichment. MNy main reasons for writing then are
twofold; I would apologise to the editors of 'Kipper' for apparently bringing
their name into disrepute, (whether this was because of presentation or the
lovely work by young people which we fitted on the front page cover 1 could not
say) and secondly I would say a couple of things drawn reluctantly from me by
Janet's article "News and Views' (Dec.) about which I have a basic difference
of opinion. In my role as front page spokesperson -fug - I offer apologies for
back page mistakes and spelling and herewith, stick in my snoke.

Janet was relieved that a newsletter was to be produced because of the 'much
needed confidence and contact' it gives members. FPerhaps news, ideas and opiniens
from other members provide this. If however it is to be derived from a polished
production and the feeling that the éditors have good organizational ability
and high standards impressive to Lea's, then we were, no doubt, lacking. For
myselfl the message has usually recieved more attention than the medium but if
the medium is to express by ils presentation alone standards impressive to Lea's
the hidden message gives me considerable discomfort., Nevertheless Janet felt
that we must present an image to authorities which my friends and I failed to
do, all fair comment, btut the reasons for wamting 3 newsletter in this case
and those for being disappointed in it do not seem related. I think the news-
letter is for members.

Given the state of the law it is natural that points about Lea's should
crop up like tares among the corn from time to time, sometimes in relation to
the function of %.0. T would like to ask why we need to pin ourselves down to
an image? Perhaps an acceptable category, if you can squeeze into it, offers a
sense of security in the face of Lea's who make themselves a rezal pain in the butt?
False security indeed since it can undexrmine the motivating force of many u.0ers.
3uch pressures can affect us all individually, but should not pressurize the
very organization set up to provide self help and support opportunities to its
members. 1 think there is danger in talking about an efficient, impressive
image which might imply certain approaches to education we do not all share and
which might alienate some members., 3Some might not derive confidence from such
an image, quite the contrary. #.0. is changing now, it may become as high
powered as can be and impress the hell out of Lea's all over the place,in
dealing with problems we need this kind of efficiency, btut when it comes to me
talking to my local official, I can not pretend to be other than I am, and refuse
on point of principle to pretend to conform to someone elses ideas to impress them
nor do I see why our medium of contact and information sheuld do so. Is Janet's
article-'whether we like it or not' -asking us to identify with such an approach?
There is something so much more important than an image of any description which
we all, surely already share, and that, something of intrinsic worth. I mean the
basic principle of freedom, rights and responsibility supported in our regular
back cover feature i.e. the list of aims. Only a repressive society such as ours
could evolve an organization which should really be an absurd irrelevance,because
bagic rights are threatened. Our aims don't need special treatment or dressing un
do they? Do they? Smartly or not so smartly conveyed they mean the same.

B.Clohessy.
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130, Wellmeadow Road,
Catford,
London,

4.K.6 1 HP.

¥y name is Joc Goodwin-Downes: T am a teacher/lecturer wishing to work in
alternative education. I have been struggling with the system for fifteen years,
supported by writings of John Holt and Carl Regers but finding the battle increa—
ingly oppressive,

I was very much encouraged by meeting and listening to John Holt in Birmingham
and London on his tour and resclved myself to setting up a home base, [rom which
to olfer my services to parents and B.0. members, It is also my intention to
educate my son at home in the near future.

I am currently completing a degree in Special Needs (which I have also been
teaching for two years) and my intention iz to complete a degree in Curriculum
Development by the end of next year. My specialisms are Language across the
curriculum,collaborative learning and study skills,pastoral and counselling care,
I have daliberately taught all subjects at secondary school level although onl
a few to A level. (L am not competent in Maths,Physics or Advanced Chemistry,

1 have spent « great deal of time as head of depariment for literacy and behav-
ioural problems but chose to expand this (in the face of much opposition) to &
person centred caring service for all needs., I now feal that unless 1 can coll-
aborate with sympathetic minds snd develop curriculum resources of a very differ-
ent kind then I will have to leave education altogether. My greatest pleasure has
been in working with the children of friends snd others who have been referred

to me @3 & result of school failure. de have shared a great joy in overcoming
this false fail and developing self eateem.

1 am particularly interested in helping people %o develop their own pro-
grammes, Acting as an enable betwaen establishment and parent and in develop-~
ing inexperisive resources to assist parents with children at home,

dould this be of value to your organization?

Yours sincerely,
Jjusan Goodwin Downes,
p.5. 1 am able to send school and college references if required.

Culloden Home Farmhouse
Culloden

Inverness
Dear E.O.,

What a pleasure the IFebruary Newsletter was, both in presentation and
content. It gave evidence of the great support and problem-sharing there is
among members, and is a good example of what E.0. is all about to show to
potential or new members.

1 agree wholeheartedly with Julia Galvin's letter concerning the negative
criticisms that have come our way via recent newsletters. It i1l behoves any
of us to arrogantly criticise our fellow members this way. Central Office too,
should refrain from rapping knuckles publically via the newsletter, and if
possible make individual contact to help and advise those who fail to live up te
their expectations, We members in the field greatly appreciate the effort and
hard work put in by Central Office on our behalf, but every contribution to
furthering the aims and message of E,0., however small, is important.

I was delighted to read Nick HEverdell's success story, When I read about
people embarking on otherwise education and overcoming the first hurdles, I often
wonder what happened as time went by. I look forward to reading some more
continuing stories in the future.
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May I take this opportunity to thank those couragious members who have
agreed to publicise E.O. through the media. I had read John Holt's books years
ago but felt very isolated in my feelings about education until I discovered a
magazine article, five or six months ago, about Jo Guthrie and the Fearnley
children., It was & light in the darkness. Keep up the good work.

Heather Mitchell

Lear Editor,

1 don't know how long it took the libertarian groups of the 19th century
to become the monclithic, oppressive, and lifs-fearing organisations that we
know so well today. .uite a few decades, I imagine . EO seems to be in danger
of setting a world record with the speed at which it is abandoning its original
aims and guietly setting up other ones which are the exact opposite. If you
think this sounds extreme, look at the last newsletter. Fage 24; 'then let
them each give a few minutes talk.,...' 'this is exactly the language of the
2ducational press. L remember an article in 'Teacher's World' - 'Give all your
children a piece of paper. Let them draw a circle on it.....' A good word 'let’
isn't it? Let = allow,permit, etc. iut what does it really mean in those sent-
ences? It means ‘'make,force, compell, oblige,' doesn't it? ‘this sort of
teachery jargon is creeping into the newsletter more and more. 1t hides from
people's awareness what teachers do to children, and, it seems, what more and
more s0 parents are doing, depriving their children of their right to be res-
ponsible for their own lives, to make their own mistakes, and to learn frem them
in the way they think fit. 1 work for s because )| want to help protect those
basic rights of children, and L hope that those members who share those aims
will speak up loud and clear and stop KO becoming one of those gutless groups
that has radiczal aims on paper, but whose members treat children in the geme be-
lettling ways as most other people.

Helen nolland's 'Eng.Lii' on page 36 of the reb. newsletter is just anothe:
syllabus, it could even be a 'progressive' or 'liberal' A level syllabus. Is
it to be inflicted on the child who would be happier and learning more making
things out of wood, looking after animals, or making clothes to wear. If so all
you will be teaching the luckless child is to hate 'literature', and you the
teacher, too, probably. And suppose, to imagine one example, & child is truly
inspired by reading 2 Welsh (or Kussian or Irish or Viking)story - and discovers
that that beautiful, ancient language is still spoken within Hritain, and that
she can watch it on television, hear it on the radio, go and stay in interesting
places where it is spoken, and that all this leads to 2 1lifelong passion for
delah and all things Welsh (or any other country or culture)., Are we to suppress
all that blosscming joy and delight in learning and force her through Miss Mcleods
syllabus so that she has a good grounding in English Literature'?

Let's get off children's backs and let them learn what they want, how they
want, when they want, Learning grows where it will, where the soil and climate
are right., We can no more ordain learning by order, co-ercion, and commandment
than we can produce love by rape or threat. Alas, the spirit of John Holt's
'"Teach Your Own' does not seem to be taking root in the hearts of FEO members.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Jones.
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Dear E.Q.,

In her,his contribution "Slaves of
the Lamp" Chris jhute wonders why
the vast majority of people fail to
see that compulsory schooling is a
form of slavery in which children
have no say whatsoever in the
organisation of their lives (Feb-
Newsletter ). I would suggest

that parents fail to see this because
their own lives closely resemble
those of their children; their
time-table and the nature of their
work is decided for them by their
boss while their leisure activities
are restricted by the wage they
earn, in the same way that pocket
money limitas what a child can do

on & saturday. Children zre indeed
slaves to their teachers and to

the school system generally, but

30 2re their parents slaves to
their employers and to the money
system. Noi surprisingly, if one
puts forward any idea of organising
society differently, of getting

rid of money, employment and bosses
and working cooperatively together
instead as free human beings, one
invariably gets the same answer
from adults that Chris gets from
her,his pupils: "but we wouldn't

do anything if our 'bosses'
(substituted for 'teachers' )
didn't make us".

Only when we refuse to be slaves
ourselves will slavery disappear
from the lives of our children,

Christine Moss.

Dear Editor,

"Wassail House"
64 Severn Rd.
Canton,
Cardiff
Cr1 9EA

Dear #ditor,

#e have been onlookers into
E.0. for a year now, and have decided
to take the plunge this summer. we
will be going abroad for fourteen
weeks, and thought it would be a
good opportunity to de-register
our daughter age 11years and educate
her at home after we return. we
have two boys in infant and primary
school, and we do not want to take
them away just yet.

We are wondering if this might
cause problems, and having read the
problems encountered by Mr and Mrs
Perry of Gwent in your February
newsletter, our fears are worsened.
We would greatly welcome communicat-
ions from other members telling us
how they fared with their local
L.E.A, and how they surmounted the
problems, I there are any exper-
iences of the South Glamorgan L.E.A.
this information would be particularly
welcomed by us,

Yours sincerely,

Maria Hubert von staufer,

60, Running Waters,
Brentwood
Essex.

I am writing in support of Julia Galvin's letter in the February Newsletter,
W¥e do indeed look forward to each issue, precisely for the support and warmth
that comes from the bedy of E0 as a whole, without which we should indeed feel
very isolated. And the last thing to generate warmth is any sign of ridicule dir-
ected at anybody in public-he or she may merely be human like the rest of us.
Yes indeed, let's all be nice to each other in the Newsletter, and keep the rest

for Core Group meetings, where it belongs.

Best wishes,

George Langstone.




21 Peartree Lane,
Danbury,
Kssex.

Hi,

We took Trudie out of school in April 1983 after the "Open Night".
uooking through Trudie's written work we were unable to make sense of her spell-
ing, whole lines of writing were unreadable. This came as a shock to us as she
was a bright Tyear old with a good understanding and a reading age of 9%, Ve
had a talk with the school headmaster who offered remedial teaching but, as we
had noticed a 1ot of character changes in Trudie over the previous six months
we decided to exercise our rights as parents and sort it out ourselves,

We first contacted the Dyslexia Inst. where Trudie had an educationsl
assessment. Hesults, she was not dyslexic but she had a very poor short term
visual memory. The Alpha to Umega text books were recommended but Trudie didn't
get on too well on that system. We battled through the rest of 1983 with
tantrums and tears everytime writing was mentioned. I insisted on & minimum
of three lines of writing every day. ‘The major problem was, and still is,
spelling but a lot of letters and rumbers are written back to front. I couldn't
see how, if we had spent a whole week on one type of word, 'rudie could spell it
wrong the following Monday . At the end of esight months at home the L.E.A.
inspector decided to drop in and see us. "Yes" he could see Trudie had a short
term visual memory problem just by looking through her work, "no", conventional
spelling methods would not work — she has to be taught to really look at words.
He recommended trying Catchwords by Uharles Crippa and written for children with
this problem, We ordered the first two books and have started work on them and
we are very pleased with the results. “he idea is to try and look at a word,
i.e. the-: practise writing it - use it to begin the-m the-n the-se, then cover
the page and write the words from memory and check the spelling against previous
work. ‘hat way words are broken into small one syllable words with just an
extra few letters to remember for each word.

If anyone wants to try this system the books are published by Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich Group-Australia Ltd. Blue book is first. They should help
any child with spelling difficulties as they are very well set out, might even
be worth trying for dyslexic children. If anyone does try then I would be
interested to hear how they get on with them, also I would be interested to
hear from.any one who has had, or is still battling with the same type of
problem as Trudie — i.e. ; either hatred of writing or very poor apelling
ability but normal reading.

from
Veronica Gibbs.
p.s. Don't spend too much time knocking the L.E.A. they are only doing their
jobs and, like any other section of the community, some are good, as well as
the bad and indifferent. We are lucky in Chelmsford as they appear to be o.k.
even volunteering advice when we came to start Kerry, our youngest daughter,
at home.
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nelow are two leiters which Janet Rverdell received from the knecyelopaedia srit-
annica as a result of a letter which she had sent to them.

Pebruary Ath '84
Dear Mrs. sverdell,

L refer to your letter of the 25th of January.

I am sorry that you and many of your members feel that we have misused your
'contact 1igt'.

Certainly, it was not our intention to give offence and 1 am sorry if we have
done so. 4 ¢4n confimm thzt T have deleted all your members names and addresses
from gur mailing list and no one will be contacted by any of our representatives
unless they specifically request thia,
Yours sincerely,

David Baird,

February 15th '84
Dear Ms Bverdell,

I refer to your leiter dated 25th January to Mr. Bajrd.

i can und=rstand your unhappiness st receiving & Jetter from us to =say that a
representative will be calling on you when you had not asked us fop any informa-
tion. It is not our poliey to call on people uninvited, and what happened in
the case of &ducation Otherwise was T regret to g4y, due to a misunderstanding
on oux part,

I confirm that we have removed your name from our mailing list, and that you
will not be ealled upon by one of our reprenentaiivas.

Flease accept my apologies for this unfortunate occurencs,
‘ours incerely,

Wanies Uranoh
\dvertising Manzger.

BRTWANNTITA § Downie family.
Mhonkyon Joyee swens- for adding to our
annil mountsin ol junk mail, We recgejved
o pubilieity booklet for Britannica 3 to-
day along with & letter from Joyce #nd
ma Irom the wnsyclopaedia which informed
ua thet their uninvited rep, would call
on U3 s0on.
W& are both annoyed and concerned abonut
this’ twse. af the w0 contact list., If
Joyee wwens had wanted to let members
know the value of Britannica 3, she could
have sent 4 letter to #0 news: 'he only
poasible justifigation of this unprecedented
nse of the contact list might be if the
cheque she presumably earms goés to B0 funds.
The contact list is an invaluable source of
communication, support and comradeship,
please, please dont let it be used commer-

cially = I have visions of being drowned in whete 15 the' EO newsietter 7
a sea of junk mail while trying to find the 70
newsletter,
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JOBN INOR

It is time that m were given an explanation of what happe and
non~repetition. I have undertaken th task since

allowed the affair to develop in the firat place,

whno had el the “n i
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agtutely (or very craftily, if you hold the

WIrong) recognis a good potential market,
) ¥

Mrs wwens (of which more anon) and
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the 1ist.

i honarahle fimm snd concerned —= a3 every reputable
L stomer relations, Lhe
er, with 2 covering letter Trom the advert-

at this point,
commercial organiza
mt me a oc the

- maintain good ¢

v of

the releavint parts of which read:-

A, Vrs Joyee

of pur latest
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Ewens, iti
edition
members,
our propesal to write
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trast that

ele',
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arrived
well as
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g nnwill ing
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neh -

it was,

members ex—-

y at tha fact of the
I think unjustifiably) at the
ar even an unsolicited brochure, was

+ikly in 211 dix
~member,

the ingert that appeared
the %,B. Managing

Se

mination of this righteous indignation 3
yrusry neasletter, which has been construed by

directly insulting to h companys 1t was, in fact,written
Carcts ziven zhove, but s e T take respvensihility for the

(and the original negligence), 1 unreservedly apologize for

Adams promised, when 1 met him recently, that no member of

ive.

DMrector Mr. sdama

in ignorance of the
‘ormation
retnrn Mr.
risit from an s.B. represent

aberration, the Uontact List remaina a private publication
not entitled to pass on to an outside body; future editions
t makes this explieit.

which ﬁze'ﬂ!:@r,
will be he
pinally I hope that a

columns, the merits of owning 2
inst it by this affair is nol in the least proven.

a sentence t}

few members will be prepared to debate, in these
set of #.B., - the case that has been implicitly

e

made 3@
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'Cambridge Bound, the rebel who taught himself.' Janet Kverdell.

the above was the title of an article in the Daily Express on 'luesday 23%rd
august. Sue Reid, the journalist concerned, had contacted me the wesk before
Saying she wanted to do an E.0. success story. Despite my trepidation the
axticle was accurdte and caused great interest, However, there was a drama go-
ing on behind the scene because although Nick had indeed gained three grade A's
at 4 level he hadn't fulfilled the conditional requirements Kings College had
made. He had failed both special papers (his first taste of failure )when the
College wanted one Grade 1 or two uUrade 2 passes.

we had an agonising week - filled with radio anJT.V. interviews - wait-
ing while Kings admissions Tutor 'processed Nick's file'. Then on Hat 27th Aug.
he received The Letter telling him he had & place for Gct. 84. The wording
went as follows; ‘*Although you did not quite meet the conditions of our offer,
I nppreciate that occasional slips may ocenr due to examination stress, T am
therefore, pleased to confimm our offer of a place and we look forward to see-
ing you in October '84, Congratulations on your A level results. I hora that
you are now enjoying a well earned rest." wasn't that civilised?

Nick actually applied for deferred entry which is now encouraged by both
Uxford and tambridge. ln September he goes to Zdinburgh to work for Ferranti
for a year on what is called a Yre-university industrial Iraining. For those
interested he found this through a booklet called, 'Tem orary Uccupations and
Employment'(which the careers office knew nothing about) published by the
independent jchools Careers (rganisation, I3C0, 12a-18z Princess Way, Camberly,
surrey GII1S 35P.

NB, Nick did return to a technical college in order to use their resources.
He did, however, negotiate for a flexible attendance and mostly continued to
teach himselfl a3 he had for Q levels,

Unstone Grange

#.0. GATHARING AND COREZ GHOUP MEZTING - core group meetings are completely open
meetings to which all members are invited either as observers or participants.

UNSLONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE

N U
3 £0 Gathering & Core Group Meeting N
)y ]
0 There is still room at Unstone Grange, Crow Lane, Unstone Sheffield T
N 318 5AL, 25-28th May, BANK HOLIUAY WEEKEND. There will be work- 0
E shops and childrens activities. There are plenty of interesting N
. places to visit in North Derbyshire and Sheffield, including two B
< good industrial museums., Unstone Grange is a really nice place,

R so come along. G
A R
N Booking form in February's Newsletter or details from Joan Hoare, A
% 25 Moor Oaks Hd., Broomhill, sheffield S10 1BX, Tel. 0742-666605 N
= G

UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE
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NOTICES

activities in and around wWiltshire for out of achool families

| B w? will not be holding organised workshops on RO Sundays at Lower Shaw

*arm since most children simply want to play and enjoy the venue to the full,

r allowing the parents relative peace and quiet to relax, chat and bring their

| mending or Sunday newspaper. You are always welcome to bri
books and sc on that you would like to share,

. Lower shaw farm have kindly agreed to offer KO the following Sundays

| in the first 6 months of 1984:

b 15th April - nothing in May but there will be = gathering elsewhere (to be

P confirmed) - 3rd June. From noon until 5.30 pm.

[ .Acharge for all these: £2 per family (this rate to be reviewed from time
to time). This includes light refreshments, use of kitchen and the various

[ amenities. Bring a pic-nic for lunch &/or tea and Boots for wet weather,

} Enquiries: Devizes 5688 (after 6pm ).

CAMBS CALENDAR  ALL MEMBERS WSLCOME

SUNDAY PICNICS

APRIL 29th The Wildfowl Trust, Peakirk Waterfowl Gardens (about 7 miles
N. of Peterborough on the81443.

MAY 13th  ORGANIC MALLHCLDING WITH YOUNG ANIMALS by kind invitation of d
and Ruth Stobbs, lendyke Hyde, 3tation Hd, Fmneth, Nr Wisbech.
Arrive 11am onwards.

MAY 27th NENE PARK, Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. Between A1 and Peter-
borough city centre. Pony riding, boating, nature walks, bird
sanctuary and much more.

JUNE 10th  Anglesey Abbey, Lode. 6 miles NE of Cambridge. Outstanding 100
’ acre gardens renowned for its roses,

Gather in car park at 12,30 for 1.00 picnic (bring your own) lunch, unless

otherwise stated. These are not organised outings or programmes, just a cal-
endar of places for E.Oers to get together. Please iry to wear some identi-
fication; how about EO T-shirts from Anne Moss in Hull ? Jee pi17 pee. B3 nl.

WEEKDAY SWIMMING

Tuesdays at noon, Parkside Pool, Cambridge; 24th April, 8th May, 22nd May,
5th June. Cafe.
-

-~
R
Wednesdays at Noon, Regional Pool, Fengate, Peterborough; 2nd May, 16 May, .~
30th May, 13th June. ( Playgraund' learner pool aind cafe.) :‘"

2 s
A

ng any ideas, games,

i)}
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WALLACES HIGHLAND WSE

THE WALLACR3 HIGHLAND #REK '84

Ohce more we're inviting all you hardy souls te brave the mud and torr-
satisl rain (it didn't last year ) to come and jein us for a week from May 15th. .
Plenty of tent space, room in house and a six-berth caravan available. Catering
communal eor individual as you fancy. Advence notice needed if former a8 we
normally shop 75 miles away - not exactly last minute digtance. Read Aug. 'B3
newsletter to ses wha!l we did last year and Dec '82 and April '83 for other
details.

If you ean't make it to us for this week you*re welcome any time except last
2 weeks in Aug. - 15t week An dept. ( unless you're a midwife s

ADDRES 33 25 liabaig
By Yerriden
Achnasheen
Foss-shire,

‘A VILLAGH"

During the last twa months many families, from the large group of ramilies
and single people who are committed to alternative edusation and co-operatlive
living, have been visiting each other all over the enuniry.

Jeveral pespile have recently moved into the Taupton area, as they intend to
buy and refurbish a large propsrty, with support and help from people who will
be renting sccompdation in the loeality and seversl other families who are already
living in and about Taunton. ‘l'he aim is to give everyone in the group An oppor-
tunity of getting to know one another while working together and at the same
time set up a meeting place and informmation centre.

Other tamilies have been researching the potentisl of forming # second
stepping stone towards 2 co-gperative village somewhers in the south west.

\f you can offer any help, plezse write to 'A VILLAGE!

c/o 45 BALLATER RDa.
BRIATON
LONDON

W2 1.

There is Lo be a Co-operative villages tonference at Canon rrome Dourt,
near Hereford, on Hth and 6th May. More details are available from Jan Bourg
Nouni Fleasant, Hainton, Lincoln. Tel. surgh on Bain 397 .

We are a group of parents who get together with onr children. e are having an
UFEN DAY on 3aturday, May 5th 11am - Spm. Please come to visit us at:-

201, Wightman Rd.,
London NB
Bring a lunch to share. At the moment we are 10 children between 1 and 5 years
and meat twice weekly., We are looking for more people and are flexikle ahout
time. tor details phone Pep. 348-7409.

NOTICK;

it the recent EO meeting held in Brighton Y.M.C.A. 2 large hox of new pencil
crayons, a birthday present only two days old, disappeared during Junday after-
noon. Anyone who knows what happened to it please telephone 5t. Cross 315 where
Madeline Uox will be overjoyed to hear news of it.

2.2




= 0 Qath@rmg
. 'm the South-Eastat
“ﬂu’ _{\ﬁe}'\ﬂ

Iﬁ@j:jjtone S-Tarm}#}]
on Jth. May fromt [lam.

ﬁ A [OOacre farm sp«zcmlwmg  rare,old breeds of » %
F - caktle, pigs, sheep ete, casily visible and touchable.
ﬁ Chicks and Lambs tofeed and handle. Wooded play area., E‘,' ‘.
f{‘l Natuse teail and skream. Eat your packed lunch in picnic arza 4% 4 )
‘\g or'n barn. Barbecue ?rou;&d(\,-mj charcoal). Have fun 8meet sbhers. -:

Acegss fromTilbarstow Hill R4, forking off AL, 100 yds. South of Gedstene Village, Surrey,
A0 tor qusn cnid over Wathe, One e aduleper hidd., Plzase wear E.0.ldodk if possible,




NOTICE:
Peter Jones, Manchester Central and Jouth Co-ordinator has moved to;-
29, stockton Road,
Manchester, 21 1¥B
Phone 061 B60 6052

FEQOPLE IN COMMON - OPEN wEEK 25th May - 1 June

We have planned to stop work during this week in order to be more avail-
able to visitors and to relax with them. ‘''he week is mainly for prospective
members and people interested in communal living, but other communards are
welcome, and so are local people who want to learn more about us.

de will be doing the things we most enjoy; gardening, yoga, swimming,
singing, massage, boozing, eating, cooking, playing with children, saunas/aweat
lodge and inevitably a party.

We hope to show people around burnley so they can see what makes it enjoy-
able for us e.g. Thompson Recreation Centre, Library, local walks into the
countryside, along the Town Trail and perhaps up Pendle, and a trip to see some
theatre depending on what is on.

AMthough we intend to take it easy, there could be opportunities to take
part in some of our work, preferably the things we don't often have enough time
for, e.g. car maintenance, making a car park at the mill, food co~op, making fun
things for children (toys, spaces, eguipment ), gardening.

de will give asn illustrated talk on PiC's history and hold discussions.

de will be operating a creche for our own children during the week. We
would like non-parents to be involved with children (visitors' and/or our own).
Ve suggest concentrating the children fowards the Sunday, Moniday and Tuesday,
so that we can all do more childcentred activities then., Of course that does
not mean that children would be excluded from any other part of the week,
Prospective members please note that we have enough under four year olds, but
welcome older children.

We will be limiting numbers of people staying at any time to 12 (children
included ) but people can come for the whole week, part of it, or just for one
evening. Barliest time of arrival 'hursday evening 24 May.

Cost will be £1.50 per person per day, children half price. Please let us
know when you want to come, how many of you and your interestis.

People in Common,58, Clarence jtreet, Burnley, Lancs.

g.vu/\'r U0 WE DO WITH THE MONEY? £

AS you will see in the Uore Group Minutes a sub-committes was set up to
gather proposals from members on how to make best use of surplus funds, over
and above those required for the day to dsy running of E.0.and its newsletters,
We now need ideas from you .{Big parties will not be considered a valid sugg-
estion; attractive though it may be). Anything better ? Please contact the
undersigned;~
alison Mafham, Betty Ball, Joan Hoare, Bruce and Christine Wallace.

5 3

24,

£




GRONING WITHOUT 3CHOOLING:

Apologies for non-appearance of Issue No.36 -half of it has yet to arrive
from soston. Watch this space for info about the next 6 issues.

HOMe EDUCATICON CONFERENCE:

aAdvance information for any of your readers who may be interested and
moving in the direction of Melbourne, australia about Jeptember-October of this
year. 'the Alternative BEducation Resource Group is planning Australia's first
ever national conference of home educators; threes days of guest speakers,
workshop sessions and mutual support. Sorry we aren't able to help anyone pay
fares, but if you are able to get to Melbourne, we can give you friendly and
welcoming accommodation with home educating families.

For further information contact A.®.R.u., 54 Park st., nawthorn, 3122, Aust,

IMPORTANT - COMRECTION - SEE PAGE 26 FEB. NEWSLETTER.

To all members and especially co-ordinators;
Until the revised edition of "3chool is Not Compulsory” will be available in mid-

1984, please take 2 note of this very important addition.

Title page, page 2 and elsewhere; throughout, section 36 of the 1944 Act znd all
other corresponding sections should read "suitable to his age, ability and aptit-
ude, and to any special educationzl needs he may have, either by...."

NOTICE FUR CO-OHDINATOK3: Flease amend the back of the membership forms — MO-
publications - as follows;

Newsletters (back copies)
-no. 23 (June 1982) 30p to members
45p to non-members

-no. 24 (August 1982) 30p to members

45p to non-members
-no. 32 ( December 1983) 60p to members

T5p to non-members

-no. 33 (rebruary 1984 ) 75p to non-members

Digests; selection of articles from a whole year's newsletters - still relevant
and useful - 1978 -50p to members
75p to non-members

JHERE TO G2r WHAT
Central Office; posters; digests; old n/ls; handbills,.

Mem. 3Secs. current n;1s; old n/ls; 35.1.N.C.; 3Barly Years; ‘weach Your Own,
Gen. Jec. Envelope Te-use labels at £1 per 100,
CO-Ords sec. stationery; intro. 1it, and membership forms; mem.secs.

address labels.

ALLYERNATIVE BRITAIN RALLY:April 28th from 11am till Bpm - Friends house,
Busion Hoad, London N.W.1. Cost £2, unquiries; J. andrews
16a Wranconia Hoad,S.N.4
Tel; 01-622 5734,

Ith Congress of the suropean Association for Humanistic Psychology; at the

Jniversity of Surrey, uvuildford, 26th July to 1st sugust. For details cdatact
ZaHF, 25b Harecourt road, London N1 2LW, tel; 01 226 5441,
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STHERING COMMIVTEE; its main function is to make decisions which are too urgent
to wait for the next Uore meeting.(see 'Minutes'),

Some members had suggested that advertising should be dropped from the newsletter
now thai we are golvent, Correspondence in the newsletter will be useful. Send

us: your views,

ADS

SMP MALHJ. Does anyone have any MF Maths books they would liks to sell.

1 am looking for SMP pooks B-H and Books A,Y,Z. Also, if anyone has or is
taking SMP Maths U3 or O-level at home 1 would be interested to hear how
long it took them and any difficulties they encountered. 8y the way I am a
parent, long out of school. vantact: vivien van den Berg, 35 Lucien Hoad,
London, 4417 BH3 - 01 767 35502,

HULME PLACI COMMUNITY has space for two more people. We are ten adults runn-
ing a seven acre smallholding, holiday accommodation and deschooling oux
children, Varied interssts and concensus decision-making. uvapital needed.
SAE Bolme rlace, vakford, Tiverton, wuevon,

BLANDZORD DORSET, Accomodation wanted within a 20 mile radius for a family of
five 12 adults, 3 children). Anything considered (house, cottage, shared
acoomodation). Please reply: 26 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, Kasex. (M1 3DU

BUNGALOW FOR KENT. (3% bedrooms, large livingroom, ete.) on Ussex [/ Suffolk
horder. If interested, write to us for details., David and Vicki Willow,
Pollards Cross Cottage, Church Hill, Hempsatead, 3affron Walden, Essex. CB10 2PA

MALLHOLDING for sale in beautiful 3nowdonia, 5 miles from Caernarvon, 3 bed.
house and 7 acres bounded by river, £35,000, \Write or phone: Mrs A Hopper,
'he stone House, Nevill Holt, Market Harborough, LEIC3. LE16 8EG.

Iel. Medbourne Green 886,

e |

From “The Mind Benders" by James Gibb Stuart; an smbryo
Book, pubished by william Mac-Lellan (x4.95); ISBN O 85335 232 13
page 293

"In many cases the desire for a degree, for any degree or
academic qualification no matter how moderate, is made to
supercede all other considerations. william J. Buckley, a
well-known new York commentator, once remarked wrily that
the only way to save his country's educational system was
to give every American child a diploma when it was born,
so that the high schools and colleges might be left more
freely available to those with a genuine quest for
knowledge."
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News From The Regions

WEST MIDLANDS REGION

Membership has doubled over the past two years, totalling 25 at the last count.
Of these, 6 families have children of achool age being educated out of school.
We now hold fairly regular meetings, usually in members' houses - nothing
structured, just a chance to meet, play, chat and eat, It occurs to us that
there are even smaller regions nearby - Warwickshire, Staffordshire - whose
members might like to join us. It would help us, too, if this happened since
we really have so few children out of school and they might like to meet some
others. Our next meeting is on Saturday 28th April at around 2.00p.m., at Bob
and Sylvia Jeffs', 16 3t. Bernards Road, jolihull (021 706 6460).

o= oeve  LEICESTERSHIRE, STAFFORDSHIRE, SALOP, WARWICKSHIRE, and anyone else nearby
welcome too.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

On Thursday, 16th February six of us met at 25 Moor Oaks Rd., Broomhill,
Sheffield including 2 new members and one inquirer shout E0. Last year's meet-
ings were very poorly attended, but we decided that we would like to keep in
touch. Any future meetings will be announced in the newsletter, as it is too
expenaive and time consuming to keep sending out letters to individusls.

The next meeting will be at 8.00p.m.on Thursday, 3rd May at Joan Hoare's house,
25 Moor Qaks Rd., Broomhill, Sheffield 310 1BX., Tel. sheffield 666605,
Please make a note of this date and come if you can.

HOVE, EO MEETING FEB, 25,26

I thought it might be of interest to members to give some figures about the
members who came for the meeting.
Total visitors; 52

Local people ie Sussex; 26
Scotland; 4

Beds, ,Hunts,. ,Herts., 3

Middx., sssex, Suffolk; 4

Hantg; 2

Somerset; 2

Yorks, Cheshire; 3

Germany; 1

London; 7

Two visitors signed as non members out of thias total, both loecal judging by the
signatures and people I knew, about 60 children were present in total(at least
60 T think).

Jane Davies.
NB Figures taken from lists of signatures and addresses requested by Maxine Toff.
Visitors means surnames and could apply to individuals, couples, or families.




1ssued by the sritish self-3tudy tentre avon House, 360 Oxford St., London w,1.

'EXAMANER-PLAN' COU®SES

"Ixdminer-pPlan’' 0K nome Study Courses have been writien by UCE xxaminers
purposely to avoid the delays of waiting for corrected lesson-work to be re-
turned through the post, which ia unavoidable with correspondence courses. This
saving of valuable study time has resulted in the average 'Examiner-Plan' student
completing an u~level [ourse in about 7 -8 months of part time study.

rthe Usurses are delivered complete in every sssential and the sxaminers
who prepared them have set out to steer students away from the pitfalls that
they know from their experience in marking candidates' scripts, so often lead to
lost marks in the exam, Hesults have shown the Courses to be highly effective in
leading to good grade GCE passes.

ihen the Lessons have been studied and the Test Juestions answered the student
opens the Model Answers which are individually contained in heat-sealed wallets.
These Model Answer papeTs (1) repeat the question (2) give the full answer which
(3) ia followed by 'Instant Guide-Lines' which give éag the reasoning which led
to the answer (b) important factors to be noted and (c) common errors to be avoided.

'he Gourses cenclude with 4 sealed set of 'Mock' examination guestions.This
‘WMock' is attempted under ¢lear examination-type instructions and the students
attempts are sent to the British Self-Study Centre in London for marking by pro-
fessional GC3 #xaminers (Note; This is the only occassion when the student has to
use the post). 'fhe marked papers are returned to the student with a percentage
mark sssessment to indicate the grade the papers would probably have earned in an
official 308 examination. Notes are given on any revision that may be advisable
before sitting the examination.

'he Courses are atiractively presented in hard spring-ring binders and apart
from the lessons, include study advice pre-examination guidance and instruction
and testing in the Multiple Choice examining method.

he Courses have been approved by The Home Office and The Ministry of Defence
and are being widely used by H.M. Prison Rstablishments and by a number of H.M.
lorces,
ubjects,

"Wyaminer-Flan' Courses are available in Mathematics, Wnglish Language,
History and Geography. Courses in Physics, Riology, Sconomics and Businesa Studies
are in active preparation and A level Courses are being planned.

fhe Maths Course covers the new style O level reguirement of these Moards
where the exam comprises gquestions in Modern as well as Traditional Maths (e.g.
London syllabus *B' ). The Course also covers the requirements of most other Boards.

The 'Wkaminer-Plan' English Language (ourse covers the O-level 3yllabus of
virtually all GUE Boards.

The History Course covering English History 1760-1955, is based on the
London syllabus 'B' and provides coverage of many other Roards syllabuses.

The Geography Course provides tuition in fleneral Geography and specifieally
in the Geography of the British Isles and Jestern Murope, It is suitable for
students sitting the London(B)exam, Cambridge (2200),J.M.B. (), ARE.B. (033),

N. Ireland and Jeottish 35.C.2. (Traditional).

PRICE. Complete 'Hxaminer-Plan' Courxses (including the marking of the 'Mock' exam-
thers are no extras) are normally priced at £49 per subject but have been made
available to members of officially approved adult sducation schemes at a 507 dis-
count (£24.50), 'This offer also applies to Rducation Otherwise members,




EXAMINER PLAN MATHEMATICS #. Ball.

Prepared for the University of London GCE '0' level Syllabus 'D', This
course is complete including even log tables and graph paper. It is separated
into 30 lessons, clearly explained and generously interspersed with worked ex-
amples and short exercises to work through so that you are constantly checking
your understanding. At the end of each 'lesson' you are given a test and then
self assess these with a sealed packet of answers. The answers are very well
done with & model answer exactly as you should do it in the exam, fellowed by
'instant guidelines'which are very detailed with notes on what the questjon re-
quired and how it has been znawered, Students are requested to give themselves
2 percentage mark on the test and record this for their own guidance, ‘he reas-
oning behind the self assessments is to get rid of the delay caused by sending
off papers, and the sealed anawers seem to be as efficient as possible in do-
ing this. At the end of the course students are urged to take another sealed
exam under selfimposed sxam conditions which can be sent away for tutor marking,

How is this course better than a good textbook? T think it scores highly
for the advice and orgunisation it gives. Anyone needing confidence should
find the structured approach seis them targets they can achieve and tick off
on their route through the course. They should know how much they have achieved
and, hopefully, how well they have achieved them., ''he idea of sealing answers
should make it much easier to not cheat on yourself. [The course is written by
a Chief Examiner who has ineluded 1ots of advice on how to satisfy the examiner.
A well presented course.

SXAMINER PLAN O LEVEL SNGLIGH LANGUAGE COURSE  Charles Mutter.

This consists of 2 files; one contains = lot of things one needs to know
about the GCK exam (syllabus ete. ), how to use the Examiner Plan system, plus
the 24 Lessons. The ather file containa 24 cling-wrapped Model Answers corres—
pronding to the 24 Lessons. It is essentially a self-monitoring/self testing
system; the publishers claim the advantage over gorrespondence coursas is of
much faster feedback.

1 have not had experience of many Fnglish courses, but this one seems to
cover all the necessary subjects in an acourate and readable way. Some of the
examples of grarmatical error are, perhsps, & little too glaring and obvious:
but the rest of the chapters on grammar are clear, although perhaps not roncise
enough, ''he lessons on essays and the test questions that follow them, look
very good indeed, particularly in the way that they are set out.

I think I would recommend this course, though whether T would still
Tecommend it against unknown quantities in the form of other courses T cannot,
cf eourse, say.
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or 'silly'? 1 should like to think that we in ¥.0, had contributed something
to building a society in which fewer people felt entitled to force arh{irJrv:and
gointleas decigions upon others. [ should be satisfied if my own pupils learned
irom me that if they dream up a project, however odd or newf%ngled, they w{]l -
always be allowed to realise it as far as it can be realised ;é long #s it is
safe and harmless to others. o .

Uf course, you do 211 this anyway, don't you? Naturally, sinee you said
na' to school becazuse it said 'no' to your children. You said *yes' to life,

thris shute.

PH¥OPLAE INCOMNON

Ve are a housing co-cp in Burnley locking for new members. it present
we are six adults and four children living in six terrsced houses =nd have room
for three more peorle. we try to be non-sexi
humourous and non-viclent. Mostly (somefimes, say pesgimista) we succeed. e
all help to run 2 ereche during work hours, for our children, to enable hoth
men and women to caxe for children and to earn money to nay their way within
the group. de zlso take turns to cook and cleun in the main house/ofiice,
which is two terraced houses next to eiach other. e usually do money earning
work three days a week. we pool all our income. Iome af us are interested in
home education in the future and belong to wducation Otherwise. we help fo run
2 local food co-op which is based in one of our houses.

#a have an old cern mill seven miles away outside the town, which we intend
to convert into a variety of living and working spaces, zome comqunrl, some
persenal. We hope to have the first part of the building habitahle in twa to
three years time. This will give some of us the chance to live & more rursl
and communal 1ife, though some of us may stay here and form the nucleus of 4
continuing town-based group.

We would welcome new members who are either interested in helping us with
our existing projects or who have ideas for their own money-earning projects to
bring more diversity to the group.

BUILUING.

#e have run s building ce-op for four yesrs, usually doing grant work,
we share the general building, joh-organisation and paperwork, though we all
have skills we concentrate en. WNe try to break down stereotyped divisions of
labour. We need more people who are interested in building work, whether
skilled or not. +e are also agents for backboilers for Wayburns,

THES NURSzRY.

#e own a field of three acres next 1o the corn mill, where we have started
a tree nursery.

LOUAL POLITIC..

People in the group have always been interested in local political issues.
Vur interests cover anti-nuclear,feminiast, anti-racist and anti-motorway
campaigns. At present our particular interests are politiczl folksinging and
non-violent direct action.

1f any of these ideas or projects appeal to you, write(with '5.A.%.) to us
for more details, and lei us know something about yourself toe, if you want to
visit. we ask for 21.50 per person per day for food, and expect visitors to
join in with whatever needs deing.

DIRECTION 5.

Arriving by train - make your way to the bus station,then as below. hy
bus - catch the Yownsley bus, ask for kirkgate 22p. When you get off, walk on
up the hill, take first road on your left, which is Clarence 3treet.

anarchiatic, ao-operative,

PxOFLE IN COMMON, 58 CLARENCK 51, SUKNLEY. PHONR 36932,
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SOCIALISATION

Socialisation., Peer group interaction. (all it what you will, this aspect
of social relations and the EO student tends to be a dominant theme in diseussions
of home education. and EO families seem Just as afflicted - look at any recent
newsletter - as the teachers, authorities, neighbours and others who use 'social
deprivation' as their primary ammunition for the inducement of guilt,

A1l too often, k0 families accept at face value the argument that no

school equals no 'socialisation'. I'm sure any of you with any FO experience
will be aware of the cliches; 'lhey've got to learn to miX......mingle with all
sorts.....take the rough with the smooth'. All well and good. tut why do so
many people blindly accept that schools are institutions which foster - effici-
ently and effectively - the development of the social skills we may deem nece-
ssary ? Surely, on one level - 'learning to mix with all s0Trts.....taking the
rough with the smooth' - prisons do &t least as good a job 2,

and the prison analogy is not untoward. ‘'he traditional school system,
like its penal counterpart, relies primarily on compulsion, on the unguestion-
ing obedience of the students/inmates to often arbitary rules. Institutional
life in both cases is also highly regulated, even to the extent and degree of
social contact (‘'socialising').

1 shall not press the prison analogy further, but here is the rub: the
nature of the 'socialising' permitted and encouraged in schopls - more espec-
ially secondary schools - is as limited and artificial as that in many nrisons.
Yet social skills are supposed to be learned to enable the individual to cope
with Life. And in the great big world outside the authoritarian institutions
social intercourse is certainly not restricted to 'playtimes'and with people
of 1like age (or sentence) who happen to be defined by some anthority as 'peers’.
Looked at in this way, the social interaction within schools can be positively
harmful.

Think back on your own schocl days., You would be a very rare person if
you could honestly say that the bulk - or the most meaningful aspects - of your
social experience took place in school. We need to exercise our social skills
in the community at large - on the streets, at work, parties and other gather-
ings. And this is where we also learn our skills, O35chools - at their very best -
play only a contributory (and non-essentizl) role.

Of course, it is easier for an FO student living in some remote area to meet
very few people, to become a 'loner'in studies. But this, experience has shown,
occurs because the student wishes it; because the student has decided that
this should be 80 either as a confident expression of indiwviduality or because
of deep rooted fears, In the former case, there should be little, if any,
cause for concern. In the latter, school - with all but a few remarkable ex-
ceptions - could prove disastrous . The attitudes of students determine how
successful will be their social relationships and the speed with which they will
pick up various social skills.,

Attitude is, therefore, essential. And this brings us full circle; back
to what is meant by ¥0. Bducating children at home is no easy cption. BEven
those parents who mildly genuflect in the direction of A.5.Neill and 'let them
grow like f{lowers'undertake a great responsibility when they opt for FO.
3ince such decisions are usually made 'for the children', parents should be very
clear about what they feel will benefit their offspring and where and how this
can most efficiently and effectively be achieved. Parental vagueness and
vacillation can only do harm to the emotional wellbeing of the child - and
cripple and distort the ability to 'socialise'. And this would apply whether
a child was in or out of school.
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After many years of involvement - mostly outside Britain - with home and
sther educational alternatives, there is only one generalised comment I would
apply to EO students; they tend to be socially more adaptable and outgoing -
more mature - than their school-going counterparts.

And this is to be expected as K0 students tend to have more open ana
understanding even democratic home invironments. They also generally avoid the
imposition of artificial barriers - mainly age - to social contact and can,
for the most part, mix more freely and confidently with people of varying ages
and backgrounds. This can make them, in a very positive way, different from
their 'peers'; 1t is a difference which helps them to cope even better socially.
And 1 have yet to find a neighbourhcod where students - although not necessarily
their parents - resented, opposed or thought RO anything other than a good thing.
The standard comment directed at 20 students by their school-going neighbours
seems %o te; 'Hey, you're lucky’.

Terry Bell.
163 Beacon foad,
Chatham,
Kent

ANOTHER ALYLSRNATIVE

T would like to let people know of the alternative education we have opted
for after a gruelling year of 3tate comprehensive education for our daughter
aged 12,

lo say we hWave 311 just come through the most miserable heartache in the
past 12 months ig indeed putting it mildly.

Qur daughter Anne tranaferred to senior comprehensive school last Jeptember
ind from the [irst day our troubles began. She was bullied, bheaten up, knocked
down, kicked, and pressurised to amoke and swear. 'lhe teachers set a bad example
to pupils by being late for lessons (sometimes as much as 40 minittes ) or not
even turning up at all; the children were often kept waiting outside school in
pouring rain for as much as half an hour at 2 time waiting for teachers to arrive,
The toilets were so badly vandalised that the headmaater took the easy way out
and locked them. Thia meant that children had to chase 211 over the school to
find 2 key holder snd they were iold by the senior mistress that if they had to
se them in lesson time they must bring a note from parents. Ludicrous.

We got so dissatisfied with the school and the teaching methods that after
writing numerous letters and getting nowhere wa went to see the headmaster, 'he
appointment was made but we found this person so unnapproachable - starting with
his first keeping us waiting 15 minutes after the appointed time whilst he stood
gazing out of his office window - that the visit was a complete and utter waste
of time. Letters and visits to and from the Local kducation Authority and
welfare Officer were also.

Our daughters health deteriorated, she could not sleep, she had night-
mares, she was sick in the mornings, complained of violent stomach pains and had
headaches that put her in bed for a day at a time, Mventually our Doctor said
it was school phobia and in due course we travelled some 50 miles to the office
of & top child psychologist whom we had asked our doctor to refer Anne to.

Upon hearing the whole story he told us that we should have kept Anne off school
until matters were to our satisfaction., We had, of course, previously broached
this with the Loeal kducation Authority and had been told we would be prosecuted.
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buring this time I had contacted Mary Carter of K.0. and had heard of hexr
long battle with Uerbyshire Education Authority and we felt that we could not
put Anne under zny more strain. Jshe has always been an above average child but
now she was becoming worn down by school 1life, she was getiing a couldn't care
less attitude that many of the teachers fostered in the children by their own
examples, She had told the head-mistress that she had learned to touch type and
was practising regularly at home but this woman jeered at her in front of the
whole class and told her she was wasting her time as no one would want typists
by the time she left school.

She came out of school one day, sank into the car with tears in her eyes
and said "Mum, what shall 1 do - I feel suicidal". 1 was determined then that
she was to be got out of the "System".

Wwe have in cur area a small Hudolph steiner school, 1 was deésperate when
I contacted them. rrom the moment 1 walked through the door of Michasl House
Sehool 1 was for the first time in &1l Anne's school life, treated as a sane
person, ‘there is no head teacher, the teachers work together as a close knit
group WITH the parente, They say there should be no division of school and home
life - every child is treated as an individual - they caell it an education for
life and we are finding it so. 'he parents and child are interviewed by the
Administrator and the class teacher, nothing is too much trouble, the teacher
even came to our home to see us so that my husband wouldn*t have to take time
off work - which he was perfectly willing to do. Anne was zccepted at the
school in July of this year and the change in her is unbelievable. 3he wakes in
the morning eager for school, she has made new friends and no longer dreads
each coming day. Parents are encouraged to go to the school and help in the
smooth running of it. ‘'he school is maintained by parents contributions and
also by parents being prepared to do physical work on and around the school it-
self to save on outgoings. s5chool and home become one. 1 did not know such
schools existed. 1 know it is early days at the moment but L can only think
that this school has saved my daughters sanity. we have met many many parents
at school who have heen in the same predicament that we were - the local Fduca-
tion authority try to make censorious parents feel in the minority to keep them
quiet it seems. Uhere are too many spineless beings in the authority who think
more of safeguarding their own precious joba than the health and welfare of the
children they are supposedly there to protect.

There must be many more parents who feel they are banging their heads against

a brick wall when talking to teachers and the authority. I know we were made to
feel complete idiots whe Y%new nothing worth knowing at all., We were talked down
to and practically forced to hand ocur child cver tc a2 system we were in complete
disagreement with. If anyone would like to know more about the jteiner way of
education or to be put in touch - or receive literature about Michael House in
particular which is situated at Shipley, mid-way between Nottingham and Derby I
would be very pleased to help them all I can., No child should have to endure

the misery we saw our own daughter go through when there is a way out.

by John and Jean Musson. Tel; Langley Mill #8299
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2.0, IN MILTON KEYNES,

i have been supporters of #.0. for a number of years but only for the last
nine months have we been practising E.O0. with our own child. (Apart from the
first 5 years of their lives when we are thought to be responsible enough to
tezch them the rudiments of 1ifa). Having spent 3 years at Holme Place, a comm-
unity practising #.0. , we then lived in temporary accommodation as a 'Nuclear
ramily' for % months, then lived with another E.0. family for 2 months where we
shared the birth of our rd. child. since the end of November we have been liv-
ing in Milton Keynes and joy of joya we have walked into an E.0, community.

Zoe has never been to school and will be 6 years old in May. She is 2 lively
active, inquisitive little girl, she enjoys numbers and their application, 1likes
writing but as yet has shown no serious inclinations to read, When we knew we
were going to move to Milton Keynes (te be involved with Greentown) we chose a
property just around the corner from some friends we had made in the summer.
These friends just prior to our moving had had a meeting to discuss the poss-
ibility of de-schooling their children.

Consequently when we moved Zoe had contact with these enildren out of school
hours only. Christmas came and after Chrisimas none of these children in gquest-
ion went back to schonl. jo that meant 4 boys aged 6-7 years were also at home
during the day - } of them less than 100 yards away.

Jince January there have bsen various activities that the children have been
involved in - gymnastics, horse care and riding, workshops in musdie, eircus and
puppets. Because we live so close to each other we can support each other in
many ways. e find in our house - either no children or many - ages range
from 4 months to 7 years, They seem to fall into 2 groups U-Tand under 5's quite
naturally I suppose.

In our house there is no struciure to the day, things just happen when they
crop up. In some of the other houses there is slightly more structure as the
I Ti'y are practiced doily - although this tends to be in theory rather than in
practice.

If anyone is interested there are j houses in our street, ironically, called
ichool 3l., and other houses in nearby streets for sale, o if you want to see
and perhaps join our informal £.0. community please write to or phone; Lynne,
29, ichool jt., New Bradwell, Milion Keynes, Bucks MK 1% ODR Tel.Milton Keynes
514949,

u
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SDUCATION wILM;

ers might like the moral support these two films gould give by showing
they are not alone in their distrust of the educalion aystenm. (Both available
for hire from Concord ilms Couneil Ltd., 201 Felixstowe Noad, Ipswich.IP35 9RI)

Learning to Lose. Colour, 26 ming, film hirs < £14.00. Granada TV, 1982,
& v 1C

Exam-based, scademic schooling is shown ag failing many of our children,
producing school-leavers who are unemploysble. The schools blame the Univers—
ities for imposing cutdzted dcademic syllatuses but this is perhaps only an
excuse for their own failure.

Out of school, many 'failures' Ao well in flexible learning situations
that work with young people's interests, 4nd emphasise the lrarning of skills;
the film shows car maintenance and microproces
of ability thal appreciates 'doing' as much

50r classes. We need a definition
*thinking'.

The film begs some guestions: is education only about getting = job?
Uan Lthe neaded reforms ocour within the existing system?

the Diploma Disease. Colour, 42 mins, {ilm hire-424,00 videa hire-412.00,
Institute of Yevelopment ‘tudies, “Sussex, 1082,

™iis exeellent film dissects the simple notion that 'editeation' leads to
developmant. Using 5ri Lanka and Mexico as caae studies, wi additional mat-
erial f{rom Japan, we see hiow education iystems can hecome zimply a =uce lar
melifications rather than a way of abtaining useful or life~enhancing knowledge.
Yhe effects of thia process are particularly serions in peor countries:
uzlifications lead to the well-paid jobs, the elite, but the struggle to get
them batters away .11 originality, apontaneity, aneisl nonssiousness. On the
other hand, itraditionzl knowledpge, the learning of useinl axills, hecomes dewn-
graded, of low slatus, wherezs low cost improvements could make it much mors
eflective. Uhere .ire lessons here for the rich world too,

Hoper Nownie.

& %t’\n\(@i ng.
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MINUTES OF 'fHE CORZ GROUP MERTING ON SUNDAY 26TH FEBRUARY, 1984

Present: Helen Holland, Bruce Wallace, Alison Mafham, 3Stuart Toff, Mick and
Jen dhite, Madeline Gess Rateliffe, Jeremy Griffin, Cathy Jupp, Andy Anderson
Christine Galvin, Janet Bverdell, Priscilla Park dWeir (minites), Bruce Cox
{chairman) and many others who did not leave their names.

Apologies were received from John ¥lenor, jimon and Caroline Grant, Dick
Kitto and Anne Mosas.

Minutes from the previous meating were accepted with the correction of Anne
wades name to Anne Mosa,

Matters arising
3.1 The typewriter has been sold and a cheque for £200 received from the Harrisons.

4,2 Midge whitelegg now hés copies of Growing Without S3chooling and some back
copies.

4.3 Ivan Xkolov has been abroad and thus unable to carry out the revision of
SINC.

Officers Heports

4.1 Membership secretary. ZBruce wallace said that membership was running at
about the same as last year. The most recent figure was 995 members. Non
renewals were guite high with 150 in December/Jamuary and 53 in February/March
and there were about 9 areas without co-ordinators.

Andy Anderdon said he would take on the job of Co-ordinators ®nquiries sec-
Tetary and ask co-ordinators to try and find out why members don't renew.

His name address and telephone number are to be added to the 1ist of officers
at the end of every newsletter. It ias hoped we can find out if we need to im-—
prove what we are providing for some members. There was a discussion ahout
dropping the rate to those who pay by bankers order, but as bankers orders
are more difficnlt to process no decision was taken over this.

4.2 Bnquiries secretary. Janet Averdell sajd that enouiries for JanuAry were
high and February is good with a total of 277 from the new year to rfeh 23rd.

Mediz engquiries continue to trickle in and the latest is from Thames IV wani-
ing people to interview. Parent magazine will carry an AMternative educat-
ion article in March and Home and Freezer Digest will have zn zrticle on
education at home in their June issue. roTr a small group we get a remark-
able amoumt of publicity.

There are now many more enquiries from parents of secondary age children so
there is an urgent need for a secondary booklet.

A member has suggested that central office Tel. no. could he put on the ?ddresg
labels as free advertising every time the newsletter goes out and this will he
tried for the first time with the April newsletter,
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Richard North and the Times responded with interest, but to date there has
been no article, Apart from the Perry case there appears to be very little
legal hassle for our members at the moment. There have been requests for
advice from co-ordinators with members that have been threatened but our
routine advice of an NCCL solicitor seems to quieten matters.

The reguest for £3,000 from the BBC's Children in Need fund will go before
the committee but even if accepted it is unlikely we would get more than £500
However this is an area that can be tested again next year by local co-
ordinators.

John Perry of Gwent asked for publicity as he thought that this would be a
way to help him during his legal battle over refusal to de-register vavid.

There was a discussion about the many hours Janet puts in and whether

-parts of her job could be broken down. 3he is happy with the work load at
the moment but it was foreseen that it might get worse. .he said that paxris
of the job could be split off and passed on to volunteers, As Andy Anderson
would now deal with enquiries from co-ordinators she would no longer have to

distribute publications and stationery to them.

4.3 ‘Ireasurer, Alison Mafham said that she was organising the acecounting
year from 9th Peb. '8% to 9th Feb, 'B4 znd hoped this was agreeable.
Accounts on $th Feb stood at £4,953.59 in the deposit acesunt and £753.07
in the current account,

4.4 Publications. Carcline Srant was not present due to imminent haby, but
sent a writtien report. The next newsletter will be printed by a Penygroes
printer. Lifespan had guoted a slightly lower price, but their distance
away does not seem to make the lower price worth while. 'The Penygroes
printer 'knows the ropes' and the delivery and complicated instructions can
be done in person. They also do other printing for us and this time they
will mail the newsletter to see how thiz works.

Leslie Downie has agreed to edit the June newsletter,

Yhere is 2 good supply of Barly Years and enough 3INC for the present, but
there is still an urgent nsed for a revised versicn and for a gimilar
secondary publicaiion. de also have up to date supplies of stationery,
posters, introductory literature and membership forms.

4.5 General Jecretary. John Flenor wrote in to say that there was still
little progress on charitable status, and he was sorry there was nothing
useful to say yet. Heporting on the Encyclopeadia Britannica affair he said
that Mrs. [Bwens wrote an unsolicited testimonial to E.8.. H®.B, sent John
Blenor a copy of the letter that was %o go out to members and said 'trust
this meets with your approval'. He felt that at thst stage there was-nothing
that could be done about it, 'I'here followed discussion about how to make
the contact list more confidential as it was felt that some peomle feel very
viulnerable being on the 1list at all. Bruce Cox agreed to look iato the
possibility of copyright.

4.6 steering Committee. The Steering Committee had 1little to report.

jome members had suggested that advertising should be dropped from the
newsletter now that we are solvent. It was felt that correspondence on this
topie in the newsletter would be useful.

It was agreed that every advertisement for Core Group Meetings should state
clearly that these are completely open meetings to which all members are
invited either as observers or participants.
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53

‘i‘he meeting felt that it was worth restating what the jteering Committee i
for. Its main function is to make decisions which are too urgent o wait
for the next Uoras Neat d1 ftz decisions m be unanimous. mMembars
wishing Lo raise an urgcm matter ghould therefore contact # member ni the
Lommittee,

agreed that we nead to decide how the moneY that we now have should

e spent. e nesd guidelines on what local go~ordinators e¢an claim, sand

what iravelling expensss core group members can claim, We need dgbate in

h tor on things we could do and whether we should offer to pay

1% we iecided that we needed a sub committee to look irxL;)

and Alison Mafham and sruce wallace agread to be on it and it

that Det A1l and Joan Yoare should be approached as well.

sht that meetings could most cheaply be conducted by conference ‘

w
It was thom
telephone.
o suggeskion that &1 of the subseriplion eould be put In a dist-
that conld be claimed for through r*o ~ordinaters., It waa thought

> out Lo co-ordinators that if families im distress need prac-
Lical helw, 1‘;1 nan olten be ohtained hhruum the voluntary services.

There Wi
fung

Pullications

aryee Cox azreed to 1ake on the revision of SINC and the starting of the
ary booklei that is urgen 1itly rejuired., At apread that he should
ne aa it w3 now moat importsnl that

Jeco

be paid for *:i., expetides and for

A nne quiekly.

Kitto the New Law of “Jducation hy Butterworth that

noming out in March, It was thought that as this s would he a 50 nage

e lat abont the law and 1Ls apnlication it would ﬂ'ﬂv hecome ava "ln‘rla

0 locsl ao-ordinators. It was agreed that Jick Xitto should he paid
s including the $50 that the book will ecost, though il was t'mm—M

this might he recovered through selling later,

should be

vesd to Lack

happened tn narents who
va, bitt still sént them tn

particular])
ildren whe
A had more ort Melp might Lhey have kept them out
If there hod heer local grounp waild t have influenced

ide wgreed Lo 20 ahend with an open ended guestionaire which
throiizh the lacsl sa-ardinatorz to try and improve

they b

Anne

ne adm

ister

the percentime who return it,

ture meetingts

he next meeling would he at Instons S0
pould plan further shead . Lt was agreed
e im nn nrbsn centre and andy ‘nderson as1
\ cerntre he knew of in frese for next U'sbruzry, 'or the alkar maetin
{deal mlacen should be reasonably chean, have: reaidential and camping:
it nd be pasy lor memhers to gel to. Bruce X agrread to e ms
ca—ordinstor and said he would approach Joan Hoare to help him
tway membors send details ol sugs -ted mesting mlaces tn Him.

it ft would be hest 407 we
the rsbruary meeling mn}«‘

we wonld et more dotails A
the

cil=

‘",

Any Other msiness

1t was agread to advertise two events in the newsgletter in the hone

1661 members might wish to participate;-—

1)nlternative pritain; Rally and rayre, 28th april, refands Mestine ton s, J
Misten Nd., Londen NW1

Y)rhe jeventh Congress of the imropean nasaeiation for thmanistin

26th July - 18t August 1984 at the University of wmrprey, 'Wildlord,

4 vote of thanks was extended %o Maxime. Toff for organizingm lbe aes .,
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education
otherwise

wducation Otherwise is a membership organisation
whose principal aim is to provide a support and
information network for families whose children
are being educited outside school, for those who
are contemplating such a step and for those who
wish to support the freedom of families to take
proper responsibility for the education of
children.

Qur principal aims are as follows;

o encourage the provision of alternative learning
situations outside the school system.

T6 re-affirm that parants have the primary
responaibility for their children's sducation
and that they have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educating them out of achool.

To establish the primary right of children that
full consideration, with due allowance for their
age and understanding, shall be given to their
wishes and feelings rogarding their education.

Por further information send a 9"x 4" s.2.e. 1o

25 Common Lane. Hemingford Abbots, Cambs. PE1B 9AN




