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GOING TO SCHOOL ~ SANITY PREVAIL}
The twins, now twelve, have been out of school since they were six. In

that time we have travelled, lived in communes, council houses,farms, cities.
We spent two years until last August living 14 miles away from the nearest
road in the remote west coast of Scotland. We lived there with our friends
(very important) our garden,animals and our happiness. We spent winters
walking, skating on the lochs,sledging, exploring standing stones, rock pools
and cairns and just running about and having parties. The summer was littered
with beautiful naked brown bodies swimming in the sea (a.m) and lochs (p.m.)
fishing, sunbathing, gardening, rearing young animals, sipping icy burn water,
Tunning about and having parties.

Unfortunate circumstances meant we had to move. ‘Ihe council have rehoused
us and the twins got an itch to be doing. Here at Kilberry there is nothing to
do. he only children for miles around spart from them go to school in a
village 15 miles away,

Out of the blue Gwillym and Lucy (the twins) announce that they want to
try school, "Oh no” says I “We'll be drummed out of £.0.", After getting
partly over the shock the arrangements were made and off they went. Excited,
anxious, nervous and confident all at once.

The first day over. An eye opener all round. Lucy and Gwillym were
quite horrified by the sheer, raw brutality of the place. ‘hey could see
clearly a war between two strange human like species. Pupils v Staff. Their
shock was tempered by the novelty of being in the middle of it all. ‘they
decided to go back for more.

The twins spent the first 24 to 3 weeks loving every minute of the exper-
ience - often, I think, more as social anthropologists or sociologists than as
pupils. Most of their stories of school, after all, had elements of bullying,
teasing, frustration, boredom, repetition, etc. Playground life they never
liked mach, 211 herded out to burn off their aggression and frustration before
the next lesson. The twins found the other children (apart from one or two
friends) immature, silly, loud and mindless.after the first 3 weeks and as they adopted their school roles more,
things began to look less interesting and not everything is so rosy now.
History is boring (copy, copy). Home economics is all sugar, salt, white
flour and sexism ("Why is a washing machine useful to a busy housewife?"),
French "Uh you'll catch on." Technical Studies more a study in violence,
stupidity and sitting still with arms folded.

The twins have now been going to school for seven weeks, they are be-
coming fed up, bored disillusioned. After six years of almost no formal
education they are at or near the top of their class in the subjects they
like (maths, English, music, games, nautical studies) they are in the school
sports teams. (The young people who have spent their time from the age of
five learning the peculiar lessons of the school social order, the school
system of human relationships appear to me to be less able to cope with the
real world because of it and have been sadly abused. )

At the moment both Lucy and Gwillym see the advantages as outweighing
the disadvantages by a small margin. oth would like us to move to a situ-
ation where there are more people - more deschooled young people again, and
more facilities for the arts, etc. We are looking (it ain't easy), but T
predict that the twins are about to go through a bad patch soon where they
will have to struggle with the decision of in or out. IT think they will
both opt out of school and back into life. Sanity prevails - I hope.

its been an education to us all,
Chris Maginn

 



De - registration - The Legal Way
 

There still appears to be considerable confusion regarding de-registration.
The correct procedure was spelt out in N.L. 19, September 1981, Page 20, Para 4
and I quote;

"My solicitor, the DHS, and the Ombudsman all confirmed that de-registration
will be*given when a child is receiving an alternative education, so therefore
commence Home Education during a school holiday, then inform the school, it is
receiving an alternative education, letter to arrive first day after the holiday." 

This procedure is as certain as it is simple, and is completely within the
law. An authority can only refuse -registration if it is requested "in order
that a child may receive an alternative." and of course they do just that, but
when de-registration is "because it is receiving " they have no choice, de-
Tegistration must be granteds

   

 

Notwithstanding our article in N,L.19 we are concerned that this information
does not appear to have reached many of our members, and are afraid the guidance
given in ‘School is not Compulsory’ at best somewhat vague and may be m
leading,and families are making the te incorrect approach to de-registration
and are needlessly suffering harrassment and intimidation.

 

  

Once the question of de-registration is disposed of, as surely it will be
if this procedure is followed, then Clause 59 of the 44 Sducation Act cannot,
under any circumstances, apply.

Ted and Mary Carter 



 

Deax dditor,
We are two families living in the same county but under different LocalEducation Authorities. In January of this year we each withdrew one enild fromschool. In one case from an infant school,the other from a junior. are send-ing you copies of the initial letters received by us, to demonstrate their verydifferent responses.
we both used the model letters outlined in ‘ichool is not Compulsory'to sendto the authorities but had no idea of the kind of answers we would get back. ‘orthis reason we thought that these replies would be of interest to those membersthinking of withdrawing their children from school in the future.We have removed the names of the authorities as we are both still very muchin the throes of establishing ourselves as families learning at home, so wehate to jepodise our positions in any way,
May we take this opportunity of saying 4 big thank you to all the %.0'erswhe have helped us to get ourselves started in home education.

      

 

Yours sincerely,
The Griffins and The Lines.

  
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Lines

  

jank you for your letter dated 2nd Janusry 198A informing me that you
intend to make arrangements for Hannah to be educated ovherwise than through
attendance at school.

 

jection 36 of the fducation Act 1944 imposes on parents a duty to canse
their children of compulsory age to receive efficient, full-time education suit-
able to their age, ability and aptitude either by regular attendance at school
or otherwise. You have advised me that you will be taking responsibility for
your daughter's full-time education and I must inform yon that, should it appear
to the Education Authority that you are failing in the duty under Section 36 of
the Education Act 1944 as referred to above it would be the Authority's duty to
Serve on you a formal notice requiring you to satisfy the Authority that Hannah
is receiving efficient, full-time education suitable to her age, ability and
aptitude.

 

 

 

T will, therefore, ask Miss » the Area Adviser for “arly Childhood
Gducation to contact you to arrange an appointment to observe the arrangements
being made for Hannah's education. M will then subnit 4 formal report
to me on the basis of which the Authority will decide whether or not it appearsthat you are fulfilling the otligations referred to in this letter,

 

  

 



 

THE GRIFFINS
Thank you for your letter of 3rd January 1984, in which I note you intend to
educate your daughter otherwise than at achool.

It is necessary to determine whether what you propose satisfies the requirements
of the Education Act 1944 clause 36, which states:—

"It shall be the duty of the parent of every child of compulsory
school age to cause him to receive efficient full-time education
suitable to his age, ability, and aptitude, either by regular
attendance at school or otherwise",

In order to enable me to come to this determination I should be grateful if
you would let me have details of the educational programme you intend to adopt
and of the qualifications of any tutors involved (including yourself and your
wife if you are undertaking all or part of the teaching).
The details of the educational programme that I require can be summarised as
follows :-

1. <A general statement of the curriculum being followed;
2. Detailed schemes of work for each subject or area of work and methods

of teaching adopted;
3. A-weekly timetable for the child.

I should also be grateful for information on :-
1, The room(s) in which work is done;
2. Books and materials used;
3. Other teaching aids used, e.g. t.v., radio, video, films,

4. Facilities available for practical work (particularly important in
regard to science and craft at secondary level).

When you have forwarded the above information and it eppears likely thet
agreement that the proposals conform in general with the requirements ef the
Education Act 1944 can be reached, one of the Authority's Advisers will visit
your home to discuss any problems there may be with you and to meet the child
concerned. Further visits will be necessary subsequently.

! 7 24 ¢ 
vear £0.

A query; we moved to Milton Keynes at the end of November - our daugh-
ter is 54. As yet we have not informed the Authorities of our presence. are
we legally obliged to inform them’ I know we are legally obliged to see that
she is educated but I don't know about informing them,
ANSWER: You do not have to inform the Authorities.



 

BOOK REVIEW
by Jackie Fearnley.

I am often asked to recommend books to people interested in an educational
approach based on the indications given by Rudolf Steiner, I have chosen some
that are easy to read and have a practical application.
TSACHING AS A LIVeLY ART by Marjorie Spock.

One availiable from the Rudolf steiner Press, 38 Museum 3t, London W.C.1
which I have just read and which gives a very clear account of Steiner's
recommendations for each age from 6 to 13.Especially helpful was Steiner's
advice to the teacher who has a particular seemingly insoluble problem with one
of his children.He said that he should call up a vivid picture of the child and
immerse himself in it beforé he goes to sleep. On waking he will often discover
that his concern has borne frait in the form of an ingenious idea whereby the
problem can readily be solved. If he wishes to cure the child of an undesirable
habit he should not preach to him about it, but instead search out a bad habit
in himself and set about its cure. "The moral momentum so engendered will have
a direct effect upon the child."

PARENTING A PATH THROUGH CHTLDHOOU by Dotty Turner Voplen,

Available from Floris Books,21 Napier St. Edinburgh. A fairly general
book concerned with helping parents to provide the right environment for the
child to grow into a fulfilled and responsible adult with a positive contri-
bution to make to the world. ome parents produce a happy, smiling child tmt
who is out of touch with herself, "is that what the world needs to solve the
gigantic problems we are faced with.....Rather we need people who are real,
people who have the inner ability to find out what is true, to sort out the good
from the bad and to have the courage to defend what is right and to fight what
is wrong.”

Heading the book helped me to understand in a more vivid way the way in
which the world surrounding the child becomes her inner world as she grows up
and therefore how important are the early influences which she absorbs.

We are warned against making children "clever" too early in their life - of
more importance is to cultivate their feelings of awe, wonder and reverence and
to find a way of keeping the child's own feelings of warmth, love and trus
alive. "we have the rest of our lives to be adults, so we need to let children
be children . Let them use this time to live in their imagination and develop
it to discover the world, to feel and touch. ‘hen we will have mature adults..
The feeling of wonder is a gift that needs to be protected. It may be easy to
give glib answers of explanation, but that does not lead to understanding.
Interest in the world is enhanced by the feeling of wonder."

The theme of the book is summed up thus: "provide for your child the path
he needs to find his way into the world, allow him to live in a consistent,
protected, rhythmic environment, with form, not chaos, with family rituals,
with natural substances, in contact with nature, allow him to be an apprentice
to learn how to care for himself and others and care for the world."

The whole of this book could have relevance for those parents whose
children have special needs but there is a good chapter on the needs of the
handicapped child who is likened to the violinist trying to play on a damaged
instrument.
CHILDREN AT PLAY:PREPARATION FOR LIFE by Heidi Britz-Crecelius.

aA book with more specific advice on activities for children . She shows
how without the aid of expensive or complicated toys the child should go through
th- various stages necessary to its development-becoming at home with the four
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elements- using the playthings provided by Nature.
She shows how many games derive from the child's relationship with the

cosmos (skipping, swinging, ball games etc) and how others are related to the
child's experience of the incarnation of the soul in the physical body (slipping
into tight containers, nooks and crannies, cupboards, baskets and so on).

he doll she sees as very important in the child's finding of its own self.
Moving examples are given of the harm done by taking dolls away from children
or by giving them either terribly sophisticated mass-produced dolls or toys
which are ugly caricatures of animals.

She laments the present day impoverishment of children's games, explaining
how mach harder it can now be for children to be provided with a good environ-
ment for the necessary stages of play to take place. she picks out various
negative influences such as living in towns with no ‘wild' places, television,
early teaching of reading and the provision of toys which leave nothing for the
child's imagination to do. One boy she knew of used to destroy all technical
toys and play instead with dolls and little animals, and used nails , @ hammer
and saw. when he was Syears old, his parents discovered that their son had relaid
the electric wiring in his grandfather's cellar,..faultlessly. Thereupon they
gave him a voltameter and since that time, whenever the now grown-up boy goes
to visit friends! souses, things which need to be repaired are laid out ready
for him.

She suggests that a major effect of young children watching television is
that they do not let themselves be impressed very easily - "they "know! every-
thing from television. Do they really know it? Or are they deluded into he-
lieving that they doy "

Another aspect of the modern tendency to substitute information for exper-
ience is the trend towards ‘early learning’. she suggests thet an over-early
emphasis on the intellectual side can lead to the under-development of the
social faculties. “The experts who lead the battle to teach children to read
as early as possible emphasize again and again how much more quiet and well-
poised early readers are than those who play - just as if quietness and pose
were desirable in children. well of course, the early readers can then read
about all the things of which they have been deprived. But instead of assimil-
ating experiences, they have information in their heads, and information is
bound to be a quite inadequate substitute for experience."

"It will not be the intellectual abilities but the social faculties of
human beings that will on the whole make it possible to live on this earth ir
the future ...Lomputers can do calculations of every kind for us, but social
imagination, moral imagination - these our technological slaves will never
develop - these we ourselves have to develop."

A good book to read to remind us of the profound and lasting effect
children's 'games' have on them and the importance of being able to drop every-
thing if necessary when our participation is needed.

MAKING SOFT TOYS by Freya Jaffke.
 

Floris do various craft and children's books and would send a catalogue
on request. One that I have seen and would recommend is MaKING SOFT TOYS —
which gives helpful ideas for simple toys for children (not just soft ones)
and which is a good starting point for those who are put off by having to follow
patterns.
NOT#:THE ROWAN TRES also sells Steiner books, modelling wax, crayons,water paints,
ADDRESS

The Triangle
Herkeley Place
clifton
BRISTOL 838 1#H +   



_ ee
NOTICE AHOUT BOOK. REVIEWSHOOKNOTES
1. If any of you hear of an interesting forthcoming publication and wish to re-

view it please get in touch with me 4s I can then write to the publisher
concerned on our official paper and ask to have the book forwarded directly
to you.
Natoraily whoever wishes to review any older book he or she has come across
and thinks would be of value to the rest of us is free to do so at any time. |

3. What books did you find especially fascinating as a child? If you send me
details I will compile a list and publish it later on.Helen Holland, (Address on inside back cover),

ns

VI31

 

SACHANGS PROGRAMME.
This is still going strong with a steady trickle of enquiries from abroad, If
anyone else wishes to offer hospitality to home-schooling visitors please get
in touch with me. All I do is pass on names and requests and it is then up to
the individuals concerned to make their own arrangements. And if you are think-
ing of visiting the U,3.A. and would like to meet homeschoolers there, again
please get in touch with me. (5.4.0. appreciated).
Helen Holland. inholms farm. Plumpton Green. ‘Sussex. BN7 3DE.
 

Education Through The

_

Press
Mdited by Sarah Guthrie with contributions from Bruce Cox and Janice Owen.
uote of the month;
In a study of the attitudes and beliefs of young people today "boys and girlsin roughly equal proportions see death and school as two of the worst aspectsof life." (wWimes Educational supplement 24.2.84 )
LIFE

 

IN 3CHOOL; Devon Council launched an enquiry into the mock hanging of a15 year old boy during an art lesson at Tavistock Comprehensive,The boy was doing a special art project on capital punishment.(Daily Telegraph 25.11.83 and Times 24. Supplement )...class=Toom computers can trigger off a rare form of epilepticseizure if they are studied too closely for long periods, warnsthe Health and Safety Hxecutive (Guardian 7.2.84).....educationfor parenthood is given low status in secondary schools, andusually confined to girls of 'average' academic ability (TimesEd. Supp. December 84 ).....A teenage bully admitted copyingthe tactics of a bully on GRANG HILL the T.V. series (DailyTelegraph 14.12 .83)sce0
quorad NO. 2 "Having learned the basic three Ks over the 1st 7-S8years offormal education, the bulk of the population has nothing moreto learn from the formal education sustem as it now stands.Only those who enjoy the intellectual hoops and hurdles of anacademic education really benefit from the classroom set-up.

Yor the rest, it is a mere charade, a charade which the vast
majority is surprisingly willing to endure." (Times Ed. Supple-ment 13.1.84 )

QUOTE NO. 3 "We are going through an overly scientific phase in educationin which we believe all that is of value mst be able to he
“quantified,categorized and logged"....Let us hope (for)a
return to mystery , magic and a hope and a prayer for the faturethan instant measurability"
(Geraint Lloyd Evans, in a letter to the Times 5d. supp. 13.1.84)
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BIG BROTHER Is
TEACHING YOU:

WHAT ‘TO DO

MEANWHILE:   

said Prof, Bernard Crick, Orwell's biographer;
"I em horrified that at
least 3 examination boards
have put "1984"on 0 level
syllabuses, It's too
complex to be handled at
O level."
Replied John Swallow, from
the National Association
of Headteachers;
"A man of the intellectual
stature of Crick can't

    
  

  RIGHT.
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time in the ~_—

    
  

    

 

   

 

really bear to put it over jure
to 16 year olds in the .
simplistic way that most then its the end.
O level teachers have to CLEAR?  do because they are doing
it for an exam",
(Dimes Ed. Supp.Dec 83)

Children in secondary schools should be taught skills enablingthem to use their wits, imagination and creativity, said theDept if kducation and Science in its CURRICULUM 11-16, publishedlast December, ‘lhe report also questions the future of schooltime tables - including the division of the day into eight 35minute periods (‘lelegraph 6.12.83)...,, ‘'raditional schoolingshould end at 14, according to a report by leading figures ineducation and industry, (Times Ed. Supp., wecember 63)Careers expert Tony Watts argues that school must changebecause the maintenance of the traditional curriculum, highlyacademic and geared to exams, is not a feasible option withyouth unemployment at its present level,(Guardian 10.1.1)
Office chiefs are disturbed at the failure of schools to teachthe 3 x's properly, and concerned at the irrelevance to commerceof the school curriculum plus an over-dependence on the calc-ulator (Telegraph 28,10.83).....According to the former educationofficer of the ILKA,some pupils are leaving school worse thanwhen they went in (Telegraph 20.10.83).
The Reagan administration is to launch a campaign against
violence in the classroom with the Federal Government playinga larger role (Times Ed Supp. 13.1.84)......s0me 12 year oldpupils in Yallas Texas were unable to locate the United States
on 4 world map during an educational test of students from
major industrial countries set up by the Jallas Times Herald...(Telegraph 13.12.83)
Keep-fit classes for under 5s have started in the west Midlands
for those children who 'travel too much in cars'....(Telegraph

10.11.83).

 

  



 

Talking About School
tdited by jarah Guthrie with contributions from sruce Cox, Janice Owens.
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Threae and a half years of pretty undistinguished striving, in which food,
or rather the lack of it, played a leading part..." (Julian Critchley, on nis
youth at. shire ry jehool. [SLSGRAPH, 28. 11. 83.) Of the present school he

ting and (ageing are no more,and chilblains quite unkown....the
well-taught...and ta be free of that grinding discontent from

others, suffered."

 

  writes, "sea  seem hap
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ool is the same, week in, week out, only varied by the unpredictable
moods of the staffs.s1, like m prefects, am a megolomaniac and thoroughly
enjoy withering lst. yeara with carefully aimed eyebrow...," (schoolgirl Lucy
Hall, SUNDAY « Jan 84)

 

    

jchool offered too few opportunities to interest and extend children
working in discreet 40min packages, giving homework every Thursday,

at's what the timetable decrees, whether or not it's appronriate,
> be a social worker...not what I went into teaching for."
@ total degradation of not being treated like a human being, First year

A you hav 9 lock the door on them to keep them in the clessroom-who'd
dq say 'poetry-shit' and ‘What's the point of working, I'm not going to
b anyway’.

"Perhaps the worst thing was that the only work that they would accept, could do
joyed, was absolutely repetitive, sterile exercise sheets, Anything creative

Was 4 disaster.
‘Tt was go bad that some classes, good pupils with a prospect of O levels, had
had tive teachers by the March, They'd look at me and say to each other ‘Wonder
how long this one will last?’ It was a challenge but in the end I felt that if
I stayed I would become hardened ...inhuman 25 SDUOATIONAL SUPPL Dee. 83

beth City

  

  

    

   

      

  

  

  

Hemire Cohen, who now manages Lb:

 

A boy of eight was given some transcription to do, mainly because he had to
be kept tusy and at the moment his teacher could find nothing else, At the end of
half an hour he said, "I am always going to write and do nothing else: I like
writings" Needless to say, by the end of a week his interest was less, and he
turned his attention to other things; but the amount of practice he had while he
gave every spare moment showed excellent resulta.

from ‘Learning And leaching In The Junior jchool’ by Nancy Catty,M A.
(Contributed by Jennifer Linsel.)
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Letters
Lark Rise,
Crapstone,
Yelverton,
Devon.

Dear Hditor,
Re - child benefit claims as re quested in February #.€. newsletter,Vincent was 16 years old in November 1981 and his child benefit was promptlystopped on the week of his birthday with no warning or explanation. As we hadmoved from Northants. to Devon two months before I thought the DHSS had not‘caught up with ws’so I wrote complaining and was sent the usual forms to complete.The answer received was that he was not elligible for child benefit (noreason given) but that if we wished to challenge the decision we had 28 days inwhich to do so, Of course we did,
My husband spent several evenings in the reference library in Plymouth anddiscovered the relevant acts eoncering education and child benefit. We werecalled to a Tribunal in February but this was postponed after a few mimtes asthe Uiis3 representative did not know her section 36 from her section 56 of the“ducation Act and wanted more time to get instructions etc,Meanwhile we procured 4 letter from our chief education officer sayingthat Vincent was being educated under section 36 and partly under section 56 ofthe 1944 Saucation Act. Our second ‘Tribunal hearing came up in June 1982 and311 three decided in our favour but of course said that the DHSS had a right ofappeal of which they mst inform us in writing within 28 days if they intendedto appeal.
The days passed and we heard nothing ,then 3 days after the 28 days allowedWe had letter saying that the DHJ3 were to appeal to the Social JecurityCommissioners, We immediately pointed éut that the letter was teo late and theyagreed that it was so

-

so we got the full back-dated child henefit. Howeverthey said that the app could go ahead.
More correspondence took place and the outcome was that in December 1982we received a letter from the Commissioners saying that an oral hearing in ourcase was unnecessary and that a copy of the decision would be sent to us indue course. ‘This happened and of course was not in our favour. However we diaTeceive all the benefit from November '81 till July'Be and Vincent started atPlymouth C.',E. in september '82 so the dispute ended,
Vhis brings another point forward. Although Vincent had by law to receive

full-time education until the april following his 16th birthday his Child Benefitwas stopped 5 months before that. However he was not elligible to receive Social
Security until april - the official school leaving date, He made enquiries to
a very helpful youth employment office where he was told many different things-

@) You must be elligible for one or the other.b) You should be able to get both.c) You can't have either.
The fact in the end was that he could not claim social security because he was
starting full-time education at the C.F.8. in September . He could not claim
Child Benefit because he was not in a recognised educational establishment.‘the DH53 now have amended their forms and state in their section on
"Recognised tducational Establishment’ they can include 'a hospital or the child's
home if the education is being specially arranged by the local authority’.

However I still think it's worth appealing - there could be other botch ups
like ours and people get the allowance through default. It's so obviously un-
fair that the vribanals are bound to be sympathetic.

Qur daughter is 16 this November so we're going to go through the sameprocedure again claiming that as the education officer sends an education advisor
annually we have a special arrangement with the local authority.

I think it's time 4.0, members lobbied their M.P.'s about this although the
present government being very stingy with all allowances is unlikely to find in
our favour, Our numbers are growing and this present situation is blatantly
unfalf-none this throws some light on the situation. paula Theobald.
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18 Markham Place,Ladybrook,
Mansfield,

Dear members,
With reference to the Aug '83 newsletter and the responses which have foll-owed, (and at the risk of provoking painful memories for some,) I feel a needto communicate some of my thoughts to you which I had been loath to do after theDec. criticism. However, it saddens me now that our last editor felt it ex-pedient to avoid a ‘home-made look'. Other potential editors may even have beenput off by this fuss about things looking home made, thus restricting theeditorship to a certain type of person and also therefore the range of approaches,ideas and experience which could be brought to the task with a resultant lossof potential and valuable enrichment. My main reasons for writing then aretwofold; I would apologise to the editors of 'Kipper' for apparently bringingtheir name into disrepute, (whether this was because of presentation or thelovely work by young people which we fitted on the front page cover I could notsay) and secondly I would say a couple of things drawn reluctantly from me by

Janet's article 'News and Views' (Dec.) about which I have a basic differenceof opinion. In my role as front page spokesperson -Aug - I offer apologies for
back page mistakes and spelling and herewith, stick in my spoke.

Janet was relieved that a newsletter was to be produced because of the 'mich
needed confidence and contact’ it gives members. Perhaps news, ideas and opinions
from other members provide this. If however it is to be derived from a polished
production and the feeling that the editors have good organizational ability
and high standards impressive to Lea's, then we were, no doubt, lacking. ‘or
myself the message has usually recieved more attention than the medium but if
the medium is to express by its presentation alone standards impressive to Lea's
the hidden message gives me: considerable discomfort, Nevertheless Janet felt
that we must present an image to authorities which my friends and I failed to
do, all fair comment, tut the reasons for wanting a newsletter in this case
and those for being disappointed in it do not seem related. I think the news-
letter is for members.

Given the state of the law it is natural that points about Lea's should
erop up like tares among the corn from time to time, sometimes in relation to
the function of 4.0. I would like to ask why we need to pin ourselves down to
an image? Perhaps an acceptable category, if you can squeeze into it, offers a
sense of security in the face of Lea's who make themselves a real pain in the butt?
False security indeed since it can undermine the motivating force of many ¥.0ers.
such pressures can affect us all individually, but should not pressurize the
very organization set up to provide self help and support opportunities to its
members. I think there is danger in talking about an efficient, impressive
image which might imply certain approaches to education we do not all share and
which might alienate some members, Some might not derive confidence from such
an image, quite the contrary. 5.0. is changing now, it may become as high
powered as can be and impress the hell out of Lea's all over the place,in
dealing with problems we need this kind of efficiency, but when it comes to me
talking to my local official, I can not pretend to be other than I am, and refuse
on point of principle to pretend to conform to someone elses ideas to impress them
nor do I see why our medium of contact and information should do so. Is Janet's
article-'whether we like it or not' -asking us to identify with such an approach?
There is something so much more important than an image of any description which
we all, surely already share, and that, something of intrinsic worth. I mean the
basic principle of freedom, rights and responsibility supported in our reguiar
back cover feature i.e. the list of aims. Only a repressive society such as ours
could evolve an organization which should really be an absurd irrelevance, because
bagic rights are threatened. Our aims don't need special treatment or dressing un
do they? Do they? Smartly or not so smartly conveyed they mean the same.

B,Clohessy.
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130, Wellmeadow Road,
Catford,
London,

5.6.6 1 HP.
My name is Soo Goodwin-Downes; I am a teacher/lecturer wishing to work in

alternative education. I have been struggling with the system for fifteen years,
supported by writings of John Holt and Carl Regers but finding the battle increa-
ingly oppressive.

I wes very much encouraged by meeting and listening to John Holt in Birmingham
and London on his tour and resolved myself to setting up a home base, from which
to offer my services to parents and 5.0. members, I+ is also my intention to
educate my son at home in the near future.

I am currently completing a degree in Special Needs (which I have also been
teaching for two years) and my intention is to complete a degree in Curriculum
Development by the end of next year. My specialisms are Language across the
curriculum,collaborative learning and study skills,pastoral and counselling care.
I have deliberately taught all subjects at secondary school level although onl
a few to A level. (1 am not competent in Maths,Physics or Advanced Chemistry.
I have spent 4 great deal of time as head of department for literacy and hehav-
ioural problems but chose to expand this (in the face of much epposition) to 4
person centred caring service for all needs, I now feel that unless i can coll-
aborate with sympathetic minds and develop curriculum resources of a very differ-
ent kind then I will have to leave education altogether. My greatest pleasure has
been in working with the children of friends and others who have been referred
to me a3 a result of school failure. we have shared a great joy in overcoming
this false fail and developing self eateem.

I am particularly interested in helping people to develop their own pro-
grammes, Acting as an enable between establishment and parent and in develop=
ing inexpensive resources to assist parents with children at home.

dould this be of value to your organization?
Yours sincerely,

susan Goodwin Downes.
p.s. I am able to send school and college references if required.

  

Culloden Home Farmhouse
Culloden
Inverness

Dear E.0.,
What a pleasure the Nebruary Newsletter was, both in presentation and

content. It gave evidence of the great support and problem-sharing there is
among members, and is a good example of what £.0. is all about to show to
potential or new members,

I agree wholeheartedly with Julia Galvin's letter concerning the negative
criticisms that have come our way via recent newsletters. It ill behoves any
of us to arrogantly criticise our fellow members this way. Central Office too,
should refrain from rapping knuckles publically via the newsletter, and if
possible make individual contact to help and advise those who fail to live up to
their expectations. We members in the field greatly appreciate the effort and
hard work put in by Central Office on our behalf, but every contribution to
furthering the aims and message of £,0., however small, is important,

I was delighted to read Nick Everdell's success story. When I read about
people embarking on otherwise education and overcoming the first hurdles, I often
wonder what happened as time went by. I look forward to reading some more
continuing stories in the future.
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May I take this opportunity to thank those couragious members who haveagreed to publicise E.0. through the media. I had read John Holt's books yearsago but felt very isolated in my feelings about education until I discovered amagazine article, five or six months ago, about Jo Guthrie and the Fearnleychildren, It was a light in the darkness. Keep up the good work.
Heather Mitchell

Dear Editor,

 

1 don't know how long it took the libertarian groups of the 19th centuryto become the monolithic, oppressive, and life-fearing organisations that weknow so well today. ite a few decades, I imagine . EO seems to be in dangerof setting a world record with the speed at which it is abandoning its originalaims and quietly setting up other ones which are the exact opposite. If youthink this sounds extreme, look at the last newsletter, Page 24; 'then letthem each give a few minutes talk....' "his is exactly the language of theeducational press. 1 remember an article in ‘Teacher's World' - ‘Give all yourchildren a piece of paper. Let them draw a circle on it.....' A good word "let'isn't it? Let = allow,permit, etc. iut what does it really mean in those sent-ences? It means 'make,force, compell, oblige,' doesn't it? ‘this sort ofteachery jargon is creeping into the newsletter more and more. it hides from
people's awareness what teachers do to children, and, it seems, what more andmore #0 parents ere doing, depriving their children of their right to he res-
ponsible for their own lives, to make their own mistakes, and to learn from them
in the way they think fit. 1 work for sv because 1 want to help protect those
basic rights of children, and 1 hope that those members who share those aims
will speak up loud and clear and stop HO becoming one of those gutless groups
that has radical aims on paper, but whose members treat children in the same be-
lettling ways as most other people.

Helen nolland's ‘Eng.Lit' on page 36 of the reb. newsletter is just another
syllabus, it could even be a 'progressive' or 'liberal' A level syllabus. Is
it to be inflicted on the child who would be happier end learning more making
things out of wood, looking after animals, or making clothes to wear. If so all
you will be teaching the luckless child is to hate ‘literature', and you the
teacher, too, probably. And suppose, to imagine one example, @ child is truly
inspired by reading 2 Welsh (or Russian or Irish or Viking) story - and discovers
that that beautiful, ancient language is still spoken within Britain, and that
she can watch it on television, hear it on the radio, go and stay in interesting
places where it is spoken, and that all this leads to a lifelong passion for
Welsh and all things Welsh (or any other country or culture). Are we to suppress
all that blosseming joy and delight in learning and force her through Miss Mcleods
syllabus sc that she has a good grounding in English Literature'?

Let's get off children's backs and let them learn what they want, how they
want, when they want, Learning grows where it will, where the soil and climate
are right. We can no more ordain learning by order, co-ercion, and commandment
than we can produce love by rape or threat. Alas, the spirit of John Holt's
‘Teach Your Own' does not seem to be taking root in the hearts of KO members.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Jones.
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Dear £.0.,
In her,his’ contribution "Slaves of
the Lamp" Chris jhute wonders why
the vast majority of people fail to
See that compulsory schooling is a
form of slavery in which children
have no say whatsoever in the
organisation of their lives (Feb-
Newsletter ). I would suggest
that parents fail to see this because
their own lives closely resemble
those of their children; their
time-table and the nature of their
work is decided for them by their
boss while their leisure activities
are restricted by the wage they
earn, in the same way that pocket
money limits what a child can do
on 4s jaturday. Children are indeed
Slaves to their teachers and to
the school system generally, but
30 are their parents slaves to
their employers and to the money
system. Not surprisingly, if one
puts forward any idea of organising
society differently, of getting
rid of money, employment and bosses
and working cooperatively together
instead as free human beings, one
invariably gets the same answer
from adults that Chris gets from
her,his pupils: "but. we wouldn't
do anything if our 'bossea'
(substituted for 'teachers’ }
didn't make us".
Only when we refuse to be slaves
ourselyes will slavery disappear
from the lives of our children,
Christine Moss.

Dear Editor,

"Wassail House”
64 Severn Ra.
Canton,
Cardiff
CF1 9EA

Dear #ditor,

We have been onlookers into
£.0. for a year now, and have decided
to take the plunge this summer. We
will be going abroad for fourteen
weeks, and thought it would be a
good opportunity to de-register
our daughter age 1tyears and educate
her at home after we return. We
have two boys in infant and primary
school, and we do not want to take
them away just yet.

We are wondering if this might
cause problems, and having read the
problems encountered by Mr and Mrs
Perry of Gwent in your February
newsletter, our fears are worsened.
We would greatly welcome communicat-
ions from other members telling us
how they fared with their local
L.&.A. and how they surmounted the
problems, If there are any exper-
iences of the South Glamorgan L. B.A.
this information would be particularly
welcomed by us.

Yours sincerely,
Maria Hubert von Staufer,

60, Running Waters,
Brentwood
Essex.

I am writing in support of Julia Galvin's letter in the February Newsletter,
We do indeed look forward to each issue, precisely for the support and warmth
that comes from the body of EO as a whole, without which we should indeed feel
very isolated. And the last thing to generate warmth is any sign of ridicule dir-
ected at anybody in public-he or she may merely be human like the rest of us.
Yes indeed, let's all be nice to each other in the Newsletter, and keep the rest
for Core Group meetings, where it belongs.

Best wishes,
George Langstone.

 



 
21 Peartree Lane,
Danbury,
Hssex.

Hi,
We took Trudie out of school in April 1983 after the "Open Night".

uooking through Trudie's written work we were unable to make sense of her spell-
ing, whole lines of writing were unreadable. This came as a shock to us as she
was a bright 7year old with a good understanding and a reading age of 9%, We
had a talk with the school headmaster who offered remedial teaching but, as we
had noticed alot of character changes in Trudie over the previous six months
we decided to exercise our rights as parents and sort it out ourselves,

We first contacted the Dyslexia Inst. where Trudie had an educational
assessment. Hesults, she was not dyslexic but she had a very poor short term
visual memory, The Alpha to Umega text books were recommended but Trudie didn't
get on too well on that system. We battled through the rest of 1983 with
tantrums and tears everytime writing was mentioned. I insisted on a minimum
of three lines of writing every day. ‘The major problem was, and still is,
spelling but a lot of letters and numbers are written back to front. I couldn't
see how, if we had spent a whole week on one type of word, ‘'rudie could spell it
wrong the following Monday . At the end of eight months at home the L.K.A.
inspector decided to drop in and see us. "Yes" he could see Trudie had a short
term visual memory problem just by looking through her work, "no", conventional
spelling methods would not work - she has to be taught to really look at words.
He recommended trying Catchwords by Uharles Crippa and written for children with
this problem. We ordered the first two books and have started work on them and
we are very pleased with the results, ‘the idea is to try and look at a word,
i.e. the-: practise writing it - use it to begin the-m the-n the-se, then cover
the page and write the words from memory and check the spelling against previous
work. ‘that way words are broken into small one syllable words with just an
extra few letters to remember for each word,

If anyone wants to try this system the books are published by Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich Group-\ustralia Ltd. Elue book is first. They should help
any child with spelling difficulties as they are very well set out, might even
be worth trying for dyslexic children. If anyone does try then I would be
interested to hear how they get on with them, also I would be interested to
hear from.any one who has had, or is still battling with the same type of
problem: as Trudie - i.e. ; either hatred of writing or very poor spelling
ability but normal reading.

from
Veronica Gibbs.

p-s. Don't spend too mich time knocking the L.H.A. they are only doing their
jobs and, like any other section of the community, some are good, as well as
the bad and indifferent. We are lucky in Chelmsford as they appear to be o.k.
even volunteering advice when we came to start Kerry, our youngest daughter,
at home.
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nelow are two letters which Janet Bverdell received from the tneyclopaedia #rit-anhica as a result of a letter which she had sent to them.
February 4th '84bear Mrs. sverdell,

i refer to your letter of the 25th of January.
Tam sorry that you and many of your members feel that we have misused your‘contact list’.
Certainly, it was not our intention to give offence and 1 am sorry if we havedone so. 4 G4n confirm that I have deleted all your members names and addressesfrom our mailing list and no one will be contacted by any of our representativesunless they specifically request this.Yours sincerely,

David Baind,

February 15th '84Dear Ms verdell,
1 refer to your letter dated 25th January to Mr. Baird.
4 can und+rstand your unhappiness at receiving « letter from us to say that arepresentative will be calling on yow when you had not asked us for ary informa-tion. It is not our policy to call on people uninvited, and what happened inthe case of wtucation Otherwise was I regret to say, due to a misunderstandingon our part.

I confirm that we have removed your name from our mailing list, and that youwill not be called upon by one of our representatives.
Please accept my apologies for this unfortunate occurence.

 

Wonisa Uranch
\ivertising Manager.

 BRTPANNTOA 5 Mewnie family.

  thankyou Joyeé wens: for adding to our
annual mountain of junk mail. We received
» publicity booklet for Britannica 3 to-
day alone with « letter from Joyce andona from the moyclopaedie which informed
ua thet their uninvited rep, would call
on us soons
we sre both annoyed and concerned about
this dtse. of the kO-contact List. If
Joyee wens had wanted to let members
know the value of Britannica 3, she could
have sent a letter to 0 news. ‘whe only
possible justification of this unprecedented
use of the contact list might be if the
cheque she presumably earns goes to BO funds.
The contact list is an invaluable source of
communication, support and comradeship,
please, please dont let it be used commer-  cially - I have visions of being drowned in where is the EO newsietter 7
a sea of junk mail while trying to find the 10newsletter.
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‘Cambridge Hound, the rebel who taught himself.’ Janet sverdell.whe above was the title of an article in the Daily Bxpress on ‘luesday 23rdaugust. Sue Reid, the journalist concerned, had contacted me the week beforeSaying she wanted to do an £.0, success story. Despite my trepidation theaxticle was accurdte and caused great interest. However, there was a drama go-ing on behind the scene because although Nick had indeed fained three grade A'sat A level he hadn't fulfilled the conditional requirements Kings College hadmade. He had failed both special papers (his first taste of failure jwhen theCollege wanted one Grade 1 or two Grade 2 passes.we had an agonising week - filled with radio angT.v. interviews - wait-ing while Kings admissions Tutor ‘processed Nick's file’. Then on sat 27th Aug.he received The Letter telling him he had a place for Oct. 84. The wordingwent as follows; “Although you did not quite meet the conditions of our offer,I pppreciate that occasional slips may occur due to examination stress, I amtherefore, pleased to confirm our offer of a place and we look forward to see-ing you in October '84, Congratulations on your A level results. I hore thatyou are now enjoying a well earned rest." wasn't that civilised?Nick actually applied for deferred entry which is now encouraged by bothUxford and vambridge. in September he goes to Sdinburgh to work for Ferrantifor a year on what is called a Pre-university industrial raining. For thoseinterested he found this through a booklet called, ‘Temporary Uccupations andSmployment'(which the careers office knew nothing about) published by theindependent Schools Careers (rganisation, I3C0, 12a-18a Princess Way, Camberly,surrey GU15 3sP.
B, Nick did return to a technical college in order to use their resources,He did, however, negotiate for a flexible attendance and mostly continued toteach himself as he had for 0 levels.

 

  

Unstone Grange
8.0. GaLHSRING AND CORE GHOUP MEETING - core group meetings are completely open
meetings to which all members are invited either as observers or participants.

UNSLONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE
N U
3 £0 Gathering & Core Group Meeting N
tT 3
0 There is still room at Unstone Grange, Crow Lane, Unstone Sheffield T
N 318 5AL, 25-28th May, BANK HOLIVAY WEEKEND. There will be work- 0
E shops and childrens activities. There are plenty of interesting N

places to visit in North Derbyshire and Sheffield, including two EB
S good industrial museums. Unstone Grange is a really nice place,
8 80 come along. G
4 R
x Booking form in February's Newsletter or details from Joan Hoare, A. 25 Moor Oaks Rd., Broomhill, sheffield S10 1BX, Tel. 0742-666605 oN

G
UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGE UNSTONE GRANGR UNSTONE GRANGE UNSIONE GRANGE
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NOTICES
Activities in and around Wiltshire for out of school families

- We will not be holding organised workshops on KO Sundays at Lower ShawFarm since most children simply want to play and enjoy the venue to the full,peace and quiet to relax, chat and bring theirmending or Sunday newspaper, You are always welcome to bring any ideas, games,books and so on that you would like to share,Lower Shaw farm have kindly agreed to offer 40 the following Sundaysin the first 6 months of 1984:15th April - nothing in May but there will be 3 gathering elsewhere (to beconfirmed) - 3rd June. From noon until 5.30 pm,Acharge for all these: £2 per family (this rate to be reviewed from timeto time). This includes light refreshments, use of kitchen and the variousamenities. Bring a pic-nic for lunch &/or tea and Boots for wet weather.Enquiries: Devizes 5688 (after 6pm).  

 
CAMBS CALENDAR ALL MEMBERS WELCOME

SUNDAY PICNICS
APRIL 29th The Wildfowl Trust, Peakirk Waterfowl Gardens (about 7 milesN, of Peterborough on the#1443,
MAY '3th ORGANIC SMALLHOLDING WITH YOUNG ANIMALS by kind invitation of Haand Ruth stobbs, rendyke Hyde, Station Hd, Fmneth, Nr Wisbech.

Arrive 11am onwards.
MAY 27th NENE PARK, Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. Between A1 and Peter-

borough city centre. Pony riding, boating, nature walks, bird
sanctuary and much more.

JUNE 10th Anglesey Abbey, Lode. 6 miles NE of Cambridge. Outstanding 100
acre gardens renowned for its roses,

Gather in car park at 12.30 for 1.00 picnic (bring your own) lunch, unless
otherwise stated. These are not organised outings or programmes, just a cal-
endar of places for E.0ers to get together. Please try to wear some ident i-
fication; how about EO T-shirts from Anne Moss in Hull ? See p17 fee. 83 nl.

WEEKDAY SWIMMING
Tuesdays at noon, Parkside Pool, Cambridge; 24th April, 8th May, 22nd May, ~ o~oth June, Cafe. aan
Wednesdays at Noon, Regional Pool, Fengate, Peterborough; 2nd May, 16 May,.w~ ~30th May, !3th June. (Playground, learner pool and cafe.) fax

Al AS~~
 



 
 

WALLACES HIGHLAND W  
WALLAC HLAND WEEK"  

Once more we're inviting all you hardy souls to brave the mud and torr-entiel n (it didntt last year ) to come and j us for a week from May 15th. «
Plenty of tent space, room in house and a six-berth caravan available. Catering
communal or individual as you fancy, Advance notice needed if former aa we
normally shop 75 miles away - not exactly last minute distance. Read Aug. "83
newsletter to see what we did last year and Dec '62 and April '83 for other
details.

  

 

If you can't make it to us for this week you*re welcome any time except lest
2 weeks in Aug. = 1st week in Sept. ( unless: you're a midwife i

 

ADDRES 3% 25 liabaig
By Yorridon

Achnasheen
Foss-shire.
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During the last two months many families, from the large group of families
and single people who are committed to alternative education and co-operative
living, have been visiting each other 911 over the country.

Jeveral people have recently moved into the Taunton area, as they intend to
buy and refurbish a large property, with support and help from people who will
be renting accomodation in the locality and several other families who are already
living in and about Taunton. ‘Ihe aim is to give everyone in the group an oppor-
tunity of getting to know one another while working together and at the same
time set up a meeting place and information centre.

Other families have been researching the potential of forming 4 second
stepping stone towards 4 co-operative village somewhere in the south west.

if you can offer any help, please write to 'A VILLAGE"
c/o 45 BALLATER RD.
BRIXTON
LONDON
2 BL.

 

  

 

There is to be a Co-operative villages Vonference at Canon rome Court,
near Hereford, on Sth and 6th May. More details are available from Jan Bourg
Mount Pleasant, Hainton, Lincoln. Tel. Surgh on Bain 397 «

——
We are a group of parents who get together with our children. we are having an
OPEN DAY on Saturday, May 5th 11am - 5pm. Please come to visit us ate-

201, #ightman Rd.,
London NB

Bring 4 lunch to share. At the moment we are 10 children between 1 and 5 years
and meet twice weekly. We are lookt for more people and are flexible ahout
time. for details phone Pep. 348-7409.
NOTICE;
At the recent £0 meeting held in Brighton Y.M.C.A. a large box of new pencil
crayons, a birthday present only two days old, disappeared during Sunday after-
noon. Anyone who knows what happened to it please telephone St, Cross 515 where
Madeline Cox will be overjoyed to hear news of it.
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& FO Gathering SB
  

RAG
: iy the South-East at ES

on ire —hmy 2 -
SS easgtet7] oyoA

on Sth. May from fam. x
“3 A LOOacre farm specializingi rare,old breeds of a

cattle, pigs, sheep etc, easily visible and touchable,
ses Chicks and Lambs tofeed and handle. Wooded ploy arza, pes
KGy Nature trail and stream. Eat your packed lunch in picnic area i}

orn barn. Barbecue provided(bring charcoal). Have fun &meet others,
Acees> FromTilburstow Hill RA. Forking off A22, 100 yas, south of Godstonce’ Village;Surrey,
75¢. for cach child over (Smiths. OneFree aluper child, Please: wear E.0.\dock if possible.

 



 
 

NOTICE: |
Peter Jones, Manchester Central and South Co-ordinator has moved to;-

29, Stockton Road,
Manchester, 21 1*B

Phone 061 860 6052

PEOPL# IN COMMON - OPEN WEEK 25th May - 1 June
ie have planned to stop work during this week in order to be more avail- §

able to visitors and to relax with them. ‘lhe week is mainly for prospective
members and people interested in communal living, but other communards are
welcome, and so are local people who want to learn more about us.

ve will be doing the things we most enjoy; gardening, yoga, swimming,
singing, massage, boozing, eating, cooking, playing with children, saunas /aweat
lodge and inevitably a party.

We hope to show people around Burnley so they can see what makes it enjoy-
able for us e.g. Thompson Recreation Centre, Library, local walks into the
countryside, along the Town Trail and perhaps up Pendle, and a trip to see some
theatre depending on what is on.

Although we intend to take it easy, there could be opportunities to take
part in some of our work, preferably the things we don't often have enough time
for, e.g. car maintenance, making 4 car park at the mill, food co-op, making fun
things for children (toys, spaces, equipment ), gardening.

de will give an illustrated talk on PiC's history and hold discussions.
de will be operating a creche for our own children during the week. We

would like non-parents to be involved with children (visitors' and/or our own).
We suggest concentrating the children towards the Sunday, Monday and Tuesday,
so that we can all do more childcentred activities then. Of course that does
not mean that children would be excluded from any other part of the week,
Prospective members please note that we have enough under four year olds, tt
welcome older children.

We will be limiting numbers of people staying at any time to 12 (children
included ) but people can come for the whole week, part of it, or just for one
evening. Earliest time of arrival Yhursday evening 24 May.

Cost will be £1.50 per person per day, children half price. Please let us
know when you want to come, how many of you and your interests.

een

People in Common,58, Clarence itreet, Burnley, Lancs.

Se vO WE DO WITH THE MONEY? £
AS You will see in the Lore Group Minutes a sub-committee was set up to

gather proposals from members on how to make best use of surplus funds, over
and above those required for the day to day running of E.0.and its newsletters, £

 

We now need ideas from you .(Big parties will not be considered a valid sugg-
estion; attractive though it may be). anything better ? Please contact the
undersigned ;-
alison Mafham, Betty Ball, Joan Hoare, Bruce and Uhristine Wallace. ‘$ §
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GROWING WITHOUT SCHOOLING:
Apologies for non-appearance of Issue No.36 -half of it has yet to arrivefrom poston. Watch this space for info about the next 6 issues.

HOMS EDUCATION CONFERENCE:
Advance information for any of your readers who may be interested andmoving in the direction of Melbourne, australia about September-October of thisyear. ‘the Alternative Education Resource Group is planning Australia's firstever national conference of home educators; three days of guest speakers,workshop sessions and mutual support. Sorry we aren't able to help anyone payfares, but if you are able to get to Melbourne, we can give you friendly andwelcoming accommodation with home educating families.for further information contact A.#.R.u., 54 Park St., Hawthorn, 3122, Aust.

IMPORTANT = UVOKRECTION - SRY PAGE 26 FEB.. NEWSLETTER.
To all members and especially co-ordinators;
Until the revised edition of "School is Not Compulsory" will be available in mid—1984, please take a note of this very important addition.
Title page, page 2 and elsewhere; throughout, jection 36 of the 1944 Act and all
other corresponding sections should read "suitable to his age, ability and aptit-
ude, and to any special educational needs he may have, either by...."

 

NOTICE MUR CO-ORDINATOKS: Please amend the back of the membership forms — NO-
publications - as follows;
Newsletters (back copies)
=-no. 23 (June 1982) 30p to members

45p to non-members-no. 24 (August 1982) 30p to members
45p to non-members

-no. 32 ( December 1983) 60p to members
75p to non-members

=no. 33 (ebruary 1984 ) 75p to non-members
Digests; selection of articles from a whole year's newsletters - still relevant
and useful - 1978 -50p to members

75p to non-members

WHEXS TO Gav WHAT
Central Office; posters; digests; old n/ls; handbills.
Mem, Secs. eurrent n/ls; old n/ls; S.I.N.C.; Sarly Years; ‘each Your Own,
Gen. Sec. Envelope re-use labels at £1 per 100.
CO-Ords ec. jtationery; intro. lit. and membership forms; mem.secs.

address labels.

ALYERNATIVS BRITAIN RALLY:april 28th from 11am till Spm - Friends house,
Buston Koad, London N.W.1. Cost £2, “nquiries; J. andrews

16a ¥ranconia Hoad,s.N.4
Tel; 01-622 5734.

[th Congress of the suropean Association for Humanistic Psychology; at the
Jniyersity of Surrey, Guildford, 26th July to 1st august. or details cdntact#aHP, 25b Harecourt toad, London N1 2LW, tel; 01 226 5441,
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STHERING COMMITS; its main function is to make decisions which are too urgent
to wait for the next Uore meeting.(see 'Minutes').
Some members had suggested that advertising should be dropped from the newsletter
now that we are solvent. Correspondence in the newsletter will be useful. Send
us: your views,
 

ADS
Does anyone have any ‘MP Maths books they would like to sell.

1 am looking for SMP nooks H-H and Books A,Y,2. Also, if anyone has or is
taking jMP Maths Uj or O-level at home 1 would be interested to hear how
long it took them and any difficulties they encountered. Hy the way I am a
parent, long out of school. contact: vivien van den Berg, 35 Lucien Hoad,
London. 3017 8H3 - 01 767 3602.

  

COMMUNITY has space for two more people. We are ten adults raunn-
nm acre smallholding, holiday accommodation and deschooling our

children. Varied interests and concensus decision-making. Capital needed.
oA Rolme vlace, vakford, Tiverton, wvevon.

 

BLANDFORD DORSET, Accomodation wanted within 4 20 mile radius for a family of
five (2 adults, 3 children). Anything considered (house, cottage, shared
accomodation). Please reply: 26 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, Hssex. OM1 3DU
BUNGALOW FOR KENT. (4% bedrooms, large livingroom, ete.) on Sssex / juffolk
horder. If interested, write to us for details. David and Vicki Willow,
Pollards Gross Cottage, Church Hill, Hempstead, Saffron Walden, Essex. CB10 2PA
SMALLHOLDING for sale in beautiful Snowdonia, 5 miles from Caernarvon, 3 bed.
house and 7 acres bounded by river, £35,000, Write or phone: Mrs A Hopper,
‘ne Jtone House, Nevill Holt, Market Harborough, LEIC3. LH16 8RG.
Tel. Medbourne Green 886,

 

Quov's !
From “Phe Mind Benders” by James Gibb Stuart; an smbryo
Book, pubished by william Mgc-Lellan (£4.95); ISBN 0 85535 232 1;
page 293
"In many cases the desire for a degree, for any degree or
academic qualification no matter how moderate, is made to
supercede all other considerations. william J. Buckley, 2
well-known new York commentator, once remarked wrily that
the only way to save his country's educational system was
to give every american child a diploma when it was born,
so that the high schools and colleges might be left more
freely available to those with a genuine quest for
knowledge.”
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News From The Regions
WEST MIDLANDS KEGION
Membership has doubled over the past two years, totalling 25 at the last count.Of these, 6 families have children of school age being educated out of school.We now hold fairly regular meetings, usually in members’ houses - nothingstructured, just a chance to meet, play, chat and eat, It occurs to us thatthere are even smaller regions nearby - Warwickshire, Staffordshire -~ whosemembers might like to join us. I+ would help us, too, if this happened sincewe really have so few children out of school and they might like to meet someothers, Our next meeting is on Saturday 28th April at around 2,00p.m., at Boband Sylvia Jeffs', 16 3t. Bernards Road, jolihull (021 706 6460).
oeeeee eLEICESTERSHIRE, STAYFORDSHIRE, SALOP, WARWICKSHIRE, and anyone else nearbywelcome. too.
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
On Thursday, 16th February six of us met at 25 Moor Oaks Rd., Broomhill,Sheffield including 2 new members and one inquirer about 20. Last year's meet-ings were very poorly attended, but we decided that we would like to keep intouch. Any future meetings will be announced in the newsletter, as it is tooexpensive and time consuming to keep sending out letters to individuals,
The next meeting will be at 8.00p.m.on Thursday, 3rd May at Joan Hoare's house,25 Moor Oaks Rd., Broomhill, Sheffield $10 1BX. Tel. Sheffield 666605.Please make a note of this date and come if you can.
HOVE, EO MEETING FEB, 25,26
I thought it might be of interest to members to give some figures about. the
members who came for the meeting.
Total visitors; 52
Local people ie Sussex; 26
Scotland; 4
beds. ,Hunts.,Herts., 3
Midd: sssex, Suffolk; 4Hants; 2
Somerset; 2
Yorks, Cheshire; 3
Germany; 1
London; 7

  

Two visitors signed as non members owt of thia total, both local judging by the
signatures and people I knew, about 60 children were present in total(at least
60 I think).

Jane Davies.
NB Figures taken from lists of signatures and addresses requested by Maxine Toff.
Visitors means surnames and could apply to individuals, couples, or families.

 



 

issued by the british self-study ventre avon House, 360 Oxford St., London w.1.
‘EXAMINER-PLAN' COuxSES

‘axeminer-Plan' UOs nome Study Courses have been written by GCE sxaminers
purposely to avoid the delays of waiting for corrected lesson-work to be re-
tured through the post, which ia unavoidable with correspondence courses. This
saving of valuable study time haa resulted in the average 'Examiner-Plan' student
completing an u=level ‘ourse in about 7 -8 months of part time study.

whe Uourses are delivered complete in every essential and the sxaminers
who prepared them have set out to steer students away from the pitfalls that
they know from their experience in marking candidates' scripts, so often lead to
lost marks in the exam, Results have shown the Courses to be highly effective in
leading to good grade GCE passes.

ihen the Lessons have been studied and the Test Questions answered the student
opens the Model Answers which are individually contained in heat-sealed wallets.
These Model Answer papers (1) repeat the question (2) give the full answer which
(4) ia followed by ‘Instant Guide-Lines' which give 3 the reasoning which led
to the answer (h) important factors to be noted and (c) common errors to be avoided,

‘The Courses conclude with 4 sealed set of 'Mock' examination questions. This
‘Mock’ is attempted under clear examination-type instructions and the students
attempts are sent to the British Self-Study Centre in London for marking by pro-
fessional GC Sxaminers (Note; This is the only occassion when the student has to
use the post). ‘fhe marked papers are returned to the student with a percentage
mark assessment te indicate the grade the papers would probably have earned in an
official SCZ examination. Notes are given on any revision that may be advisable
before sitting the examination.

{he Courses are attractively presented in hard spring-ring binders and apart
from the lessons, include study advice pre-examination gaidance and instruction
and testing in the Multiple Choice examining method.

‘The Courses have been approved by The Home Office and The Ministry of Defence
and are being widely used by H.M. Prison Hstablishments and by a number of H.M.
Yorcess

bjects.
Tixaminer-Plan’ Courses are available in Mathematics, "nglish Language,

History and Geography. Courses in Physics, Biology, Sconomics and Businesa Studies
are in active preparation and A level Courses are being planned.

{he Maths Course covers the new style O level requirement of these hoards
where the exam comprises questions in Modern as well as Traditional Maths (e.g.
London 3yllatus "B' ). The Course also covers the requirements of most other Boards.

The 'Mxaminer-Plan' Snglish Language Course covers the O-level Syllabus of
virtually all GUE Boards.

The History Course covering English History 1760-1955, is based on the
London syllabus 'B' and provides coverege ef many other Hoards jyllabuses.

The Geography Course provides tuition in General Geography and specifically
in the Geography of the British Isles and Western Surope, It is suitable for
students sitting the London(B)exam, Cambridge (2200),J.M.B. (A), AeRLB. (033),
N. Ireland and scottish 5.C.E. (Traditional).
PRICE. Complete ‘Examiner-Plan' Courses (Anecluding the marking of the 'Mock' exam-
there are no extras) are normally priced at £49 per subject but have been made
available to members of officially approved adult education schemes at a 50% dis-
count (£24.50). This offer also applies to Hducation Otherwise members.
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  EXAMINER PLAN MATHEMATICS f. Ball.
Prepared for the University of London GCH '0' level Syllabus 'D', Thiscourse is complete including even log tables and graph paper. It is separatedinto 30 lessons, clearly explained and generously interspersed with worked ex-amples and short exercises to work through so that you are constantly checkingyour understanding. At the end of each "lesson' you are given a test and thenself assess these with a sealed packet of answers. ‘The answers are very welldone with a model answer exactly as you should do it in the exam, followed by‘instant guidelines'which are very detailed with notes on what the question re-quired and how it has been answered. Students are requested to give themselves& percentage mark on the test and record this for their own guidance. ‘he reas-oning behind the self assessments is to get rid of the delay caused by sendingoff papers, and the sealed answers seem to be as efficient az possible in do=ing this. At the end of the course students are urged to take another sealedexam under selfimposed exam conditions which can be sent away for tutor marking,
How is this course better than a good textbook? I think it scores highlyfor the advice and organisation it gives. Anyone needing confidence shouldfind the structured approach sets them targets they can achieve and tick offon their route through the course, ‘they should know how much they have achievedand, hopefully, how well they have achieved them, ‘The idea of sealing answersshould make it much easier to not cheat on yourself, Whe course is written by4 Chief Hxaminer who has included lots of advice on how to satisfy the examinerA well presented course.
 

EXAMINER PLAN 0 LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSE ‘Charles Mutter.
This consists of 2 files; one contains a lot of things one needs to knowabout the GCE exam (syllabus ete. ), how to use the Examiner Plan system, plusthe 24 Lessons. The other file contains 24 cling-wrapped Model Answers corres-ponding to the 24 Lessons. It is essentially a self-monitoring/self testingsystem; the publishers claim the advantage over gorrespondence courses is ofmach faster feedback.
I have not had experience of many English courses, but this one seems tocover all the necessary subjects in an accurate and readable way. ‘Some of theexamples of grammatical error are, perhaps, 4 little too glaring and obvious,but the rest of the chapters on grammar are clear, although perhaps not conciseenough, he lessons on essays and the test questions that follow them, lookvery good indeed, particularly in the way that they are set out.
I think I would recommend this course, though whether IT would stillrecommend it against unknown quantities in the form of other courses T cannot,ef course, say.
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or 'silly'? 1 should like to think that we in #.0. had contributed somethingto building a society in which fewer people felt entitled to force arbitrary ardpointless decisions upon others, 4 should be satisfied if my own pupils learnedfrom me that if they dream up a project, however odd or newf: ngled, they will —@lways be allowed to realise it as far as it can be realised as long as it issafe and harmless to others. _ -uf course, you do all this anyway, don't you? Naturally, since you saidno' to school because it said ‘no! to your children. You said tyes' to life.

 

 

 

Chris jhute.

PY¥OPLE IN QOmVYON
We are a housing co-op in Burnley looking for new members. At present

we are six adults and four children living in six terraced houses and have roomfor three more people. we try to be non marchistic, co-operative,humourous and non-violent. Mostly metimes, say pessimists) we succeed. ieall help to run 2 creche during work hours, for our children, to enable bothmen and women to care for children and to earn money to nay their way withinthe group. de also ‘take turns to cook and clean in the main house/office,
which is two terraced houses next to ench other. We usually do mo ey earningwork three days a week, we pool all our income. ‘ome af us are interested in
home education in the future and belong to Sducation Otherwise. we help te run
2 local food co-op which is based in one of our houses.

a have an old corn mill seven miles away outside the town, which we inte:
to convert into a variety of living and working spaces, some communrl, some
personal. We hope to have the first part of the building hahi le in two to
three years time. This will give some of us the chance to live a more rurel
and communal life, though so: of us may stay here and mm the nucleus of 4
continuing town-based group.

We would welcome new members who are either interested in helping us with
our existing projects or who have ideas for their own money~earning projects to
bring more diversity to the group.
BUILYING.

We have run 6 building co-op for four years, usually doing grant work,
we share the general building, job-organisation and paperwork, though we all
have skills we concentrate on. We try to break down stereotyped divisions of
labour. we need more people who are interested in building work, whether
skilled or not, we are also agents for backboilers for Haybhurns.
TRES NURS&RY.

We own a field of three acres next to the corn mill, where we have started
a tree nursery.
LOVAL POLITICS.

People in the group have always been interested in local political issues.
Uur interests cover anti-nuclear,feminiat, anti-racist and anti-motorway
campaigns. At present our particular interests are political folksinging and
non-violent direct action.

if any of these ideas or projects appeal to you, write(with 4.4.5.) to us
for more details, and let us know something about yourself too, if you want to
visit. we ask for 21.50 per person per day for food, and expect visitors to
join in with whatever needs doing.
DIRECTIONS.

arriving by train - make your wey to the bus station,then as below. hy
bus - catch the ‘townsley bus, ask for Kirkgate 22p. When you get off, walk on
up the hill, take first road on your left, which is vularence Street.

 

  

 

       

 

    

 

  

 

 

PHOPLS IN COMMON, 58 CLARENC# Si., BURNLEY. PHOWS 36932.
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SOCTALISATION

 

  Socialisation. Peer group interaction. Uall it what you will, this aspectof social relations and the BO student tends to be a dominant theme in diseussionsof home education. and HO families seem just as afflicted - look at any recentnewsletter - as the teachers, authorities, neighbours and others who use ‘socialdeprivation’ as their primary ammunition for the inducement of guilt.
All too often, #O families accept at face value the argument that noSchool equals no ‘socialisation’, I'm sure any of you with any BO experiencewill be aware of the cliches; 'vhey've got to learn to mix......mingle with allSorts.....take the rough with the smooth', All well and good. sut why do somany people blindly accept that schools are institutions which foster - effici-ently and effectively - the development of the social skills we may deem nece-ssary ? Surely, on one level - ‘learning to mix with all sorts.....taking theTough with the smooth’ = prisons do at least as good 4 job ?.
and the prison analogy is not untoward. ‘the traditional school system,like its penal counterpart, relies primarily on compulsion, on the unquestion-ing obedience of the students/inmates to often arbitary mies. institutionallife in both cases is also highly regulated, even to the extent and degree ofsocial contact ('socialising').
i shall not press the prison analogy further, but here is the rub; thenature of the 'socialising' permitted and encouraged in schools - more esnec-dally secondary schools - is as limited and artificial as that in many nrisons.Yet social skills are supposed to be learned to enable the individual to copewith Life. And in the great big world outside the authoritarian institutionssocial intercourse ia certainly not restricted to 'playtimes'and with peopleof like age (or sentence) who happen to be defined by some authority as ‘peers’.Looked at. in this way, the social interaction within schools can be positivelyharmful.
Think back on your own school days. ‘You would be a very rare person if

you could honestly say that the bulk - or the most meaningful aspects - of your
social experience took place in school. We need to exercise our social skills
in the community at large - on the streets, at work, parties and other gather-
ings. And this is where we also learn our skills, ‘Schools - at their very best =play only a contributory (and non-essential) role.

Of course, it is easier for an HO student living in some remote area to meet
very few people, to become a 'loner'in studies. But this, experience has shown,
occurs because the student wishes it; because the student has decided that
this should be so either as a confident expression of individuality or because
of deep rooted fears. In the former case, there should be little, if any,
cause for concern. In the latter, school - with all but a few remarkable ex-
ceptions - could prove disastrous . The attitudes of students determine how
successful will be their social relationships and the speed with which they will
pick up various social skills.

Attitude is, therefore, essential. And this brings us full circle; back
to what is meant by HO. Educating children at home is no easy option. Even
those parents who mildly genuflect in the direction of A.5.Neill and ‘let them
grow like flowers'undertake a great responsibility when they opt for HO.
Since such decisions are usually made 'for the children’, parents should be very
clear about what they feel will benefit their offspring and where and how thiscan most efficiently and effectively be achieved. Parental vagueness and
vacillation can only do harm to the emotional wellbeing of the child — and
cripple and distort the ability to 'socialise'. And this would apply whether
a child was in or out of school.
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After many years of involvement - mostly outside Britain - with home and
other educational alternatives, there ia only one generalised comment I would
apply to EO students; they tend to be socially more adaptable and outgoing -
more mature - than their school-going counterparts.

And this is to be expected as 0 students tend to have more open ana
understanding even democratic home invironments. They also generally avoid the
imposition of artificial barriers - mainly age - to social contact and can,
for the most part, mix more freely and confidently with people of varying ages
and backgrounds. This can make them, in a very positive way, different from
their 'peers'; it is a difference which helps them to cope even better socially.
And I have yet to find a neighbourhood where students - although not necessarily
their parents - resented, opposed or thought BO anything other than a good thing.
The standard comment directed at 50 students by their school-going neighbours
seems ta te; ‘Hey, you're lucky’.

Terry Bell.
163 Beacon Road,

Chatham,
Kent
 

ANO!

 

ALY SRNATLI

 

I would like to let people know of the alternative education we have opted
for after a gruelling year of State comprehensive education for our faughter
aged 12,

‘to say we have all just come through the most miserable heartache in the
past 12 months is indeed putting it mildly.

Our daughter Anne transferred to senior comprehensive school last September
and from the first day our troubles began. ‘jhe was bullied, beaten up, knocked
down, kicked, and pressurised to smoke and swear. ‘lhe teachers get a bad example
to pupils by being late for lessons (sometimes as much as 40 mimites ) or not
even turning up at 411; the children were often kept waiting outside school in
pouring rain for as much as half an hour at a time waiting for teachers to arrive.
The toilets were so badly vandalised that the headmaster took the easy way out
and locked them. This meant that children had to chase all over the school to
find 2 key holder and they were told by the senior mistress that if they had to
use them in lesson time they must bring a note from parents. Ludicrous.

We got so dissatisfied with the school and the teaching methods that after
writing numerous letters and getting nowhere wa went to see the headmaster. ‘Ihe
appointment was made but we found this person so unnapproachable - starting with
hig first keeping us waiting 15 minutes after the appointed time whilst he stood
gazing out of his office window - that the visit was a complete and utter waste
of time. Letters and visits to and from the Local Kducation Authority and
Welfare Officer were also.

Our daughters health deteriorated, she could not sleep, she had night-
mares, she was sick in the mornings, complained of violent stomach pains and had
headaches that put her in bed for a day at 4 time, sventually our Doctor said
it was school phobia and in due course we travelled some 50 miles to the office
of a top child psychologist whom we had asked our doctor to refer Anne to.
Upon hearing the whole story he told us that we should have kept Anne off school
until matters were to our satisfaction. We had, of course, previously broached
this with the Local kducation Authority and had been told we would be prosecuted.
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during this time 1 had contacted Mary Carter of #.0. and had heard of herlong battle with Derbyshire Education Authority and we felt that we could notput Anne under any more strain. she has always been an above average child butnow she was becoming worn down by school life, she was getting a couldn't careless attitude that many of the teachers fostered in the children by their ownexamples, She had told the head-mistress that she had learned to touch type andwas practising regularly at home tut this woman jeered at her in front of thewhole class and told her she was wasting her time as no one would want typistsby the time she left school.
She came out of school one day, sank into the car with tears in her eyesand said "Mum, what shall 1 do - I feel suicidal". 1 was determined then thatShe wag to be got out of the "System".

We have in our area a small tudolph Steiner school, 1 was desperate whenI contacted them. from the moment 1 walked through the door of Michael HouseSehool 1 was for the first time in all anne's school life, treated as a saneperson, where is no head teacher, the teachers work together as a close knit
group WITH the parente. hey say there should be no division of school and home
life - every child is treated as an individual - they call it an education for
life and we are finding it so. whe parents and child are interviewed by the
Administrator and the class teacher, nothing is too much trouble, the teacher
even came to our home to see us so that my husband wouldn't have to take time
off work - which he was perfectly willing to do, Anne was accepted at the
school in July of this year and the change in her is unbelievable. she wakes in
the morning eager for school, she has made new friends and no longer dreads
each coming day. Yarents are encouraged to go to the school and help in the
smooth running of it. ‘Ihe school is maintained by parents contributions and
also by parents being prepared to do physical work on and around the school it-
self to save on outgoings. ‘School and home become one, 4 did not know such
schools existed. 1 know it is early days at the moment tut 4 can only think
that this school has saved my daughters sanity. we have met many many parenta
at school who have been in the same predicament that we were - the local Hduca-
tion authority try to make censorious parents feel in the minority to keep them
quiet it seems. where are too many spineless beings in the authority who think
more of safeguarding their own precious jobs than the health and welfare of the
children they are supposedly there to protect.

There must be many more parents who feel they are banging their heads against
a brick wall when talking to teachers and the authority. I know we were made to
feel complete idiots whe «new nothing worth knowing at all, We were talked down
to and practically forced to hand our child over to a system we were in complete
disagreement with. If anyone would like to know more about the jteiner way of
education or to be put in touch - or receive literature about Michael House in
particular which is situated at Shipley, mid-way between Nottingham and Derby I
would be very pleased to help them all I can, No child should have to endure
the misery we saw our own daughter go through when there is a way out.

by John and Jean Musson. Tel; Langley Mill 68299
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8.0. IN MILTON KSYW!  
 

 wie have been supporters of 8.0. for a number of years but only for the last
nine months have we been practising 4.0. with our own child. (Apart from the
first 5 years of their lives when we are thought to be responsible enough to
teach them the rudiments of life). Having spent 3 years at Holme Place, a comm-
unity practising 4.0. , we then lived in temporary accommodation as a ‘Nuclear
ramily' for 4 months, then lived with another 5.0. family for 2 months where we
shared the birth of our jrd. child. since the end of November we have been liv~
ing in Milton Keynes and joy of joya we have walked into an £.0. community.

Yoe has never been to school and will be 6 years old in May. She is a lively
active, inqu. tive little girl, she enjoys numbers and their application, likes
writing but as yet has shown no serious inclinations to read, When we knew we
were going to move to Milton Keynes (to be involved with Greentown) we chose a

just around the corner from some frienda we had made in the summer.
friends just prior to our moving had had a meeting to discuss the poss-

ty of de-schooling their children.
Consequently when we moved Zoe had contact with these children out of school

hours onl, Uhristmas came and after Christmas none of these children in quest-
ion went back to school. io that meant 4 boys aged 6-7 years were also at home
during the day - 4 of them less than 100 yards away.

}ince January there have been various activities that the children have been
involved in - gymnastics, horse care and riding, workshops in music, circus and
puppets. Because we live so close to each other we can support each other in
many ways. We find in our house - either no children or many ~ ages range
from 4 months to 7 years. They seem to fall into 2 groups §-7and under 5's quite
naturally I suppose.

In our house there is no structure to the day, things just happen when they
crop up. In some of the other houses there is slightly more structure as the
any e practiced daily - although this tends to be in theory rather than in
practi

If anyone is interested there are j houses in our street, ironically, called
jechool St., and other houses in nearby streets for sale, %o if you want to see
and perhaps join our informal .0. community please write to or phone; Lynne,
29, jchool 3t., New Bradwell, Milton Keynes, Pucks MK 14 ODB ‘lel.Milton Keynes
314949.

  

   
  

   
  

   

   

 

 

   



EDUCATION ¥ILM3

 

  

ers might like the moral support these two films coulda Give by showingthey are not alone in their distrust of the education aystem. (Both availablefor hire from Concord \“ilms Council Ltd., 201 Felixstowe Noad, Ipswich. IP 9Rr)
Learning to Lose. Colour, 26 mins, film hire = £14.00. Granada TV, 1982,

Exam-based, academic schooling is shown as Ssiling many of our children,producing school-leavers who are unemployable, The schools blame the Univers-ities for imposing outdated academic syllatuses but this is perhaps only anexcuse for their own failure.
 

  

Out of school, many 'failures' do well in flexible learning situationsthat work with young people's interests, and emph: @ the learning of skillUhe film shows car maintenance and microprocessor classes, We need a definition

 

  

  

  

of ability that appreciates ‘doing’ as much as * king’.
The film begs some questions; is education only about getting 2 job?Van the needed reforms oceur within the exist ystem?    

Vhe Diploma Disease. Colour, 42 mins, film hire-24.00 video hire-r12.00,Institute of evelopment. Studies, s3ex, 1982,

 

™is excellent film d ects the simple notion that ‘education’ leads todevelopment. Using sri Lanka and Mexico a dies, with additional mat-erjal from Japan, we see how education aystems can become simply

a

mace larquelifications rather than a way of obtaining useful or life-enhan ng knowledge.effects of thia proc are particularly serious in poor countries:qualifications lead to the well-paid jobs, the elite, but the
them batters away oll original
other hand, tra&itional knowl
graded, of low statu wheres
effective. Where sre le

 

        

 

  
  

      
to get
On thedewn=   © learning of u ,

loW cost improvements could make it much more
here for the rich world too.
      

Hover Nownie.
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MINUTES OF THE CORE GROUP MEETING ON SUNDAY 26TH FEBRUARY, 1984
Present: Helen Holland, Bruce Wallace, Alison Mafham, Stuart Toff, Mick and
Jen White, Madeline Gess Ratcliffe, Jeremy Griffin, Cathy Jupp, Andy Anderson
Christine Galvin, Janet Bverdell, Priscilla Park weir (minutes), Bruce Cox
(chairman) and many others who did not leave their names.
Apologies were received from John “Wlenor, }imon and Caroline Grant, Dick
Kitto and Anne Moss.
Minutes from the previous meating were accepted with the correction of Anne
Wades name to Anne Moss.
Matters arising
3.1 The typewriter has been sold and 4 cheque for £200 received from the Harrisons.
5.2 Midge whitelegg now has copies of Growing Without Schooling and some back
copies.

4.3 Ivan sokolov has been abroad and thus unable to carry out the revision of
SINC.
Officers Reports
4.1 Membership secretary. Bruce wallace said that membership was running at
about the same as last year. The most recent figure was 995 members. Non
renewals were quite high with 150 in December/January and 53 in February March
and there were about 9 areas without co-ordinators.
Andy Anderson said he would take on the job of Co-ordinators “nquiries sec-
retary and ask co-ordinators to try and find out why members don't renew.
His name address and telephone number are to be added to the list of officers
at the end of every newsletter. It ia hoped we can find out if we need to im-
prove what we are providing for some members. There was a discussion about
dropping the rate to those who pay by bankers order, but as bankers orders
axe more difficult to process no decision was taken over this.

4.2 Snquiries secretary, Janet Rverdell said that enquiries for January were
high and February is good with a total of 277 from the new year to Feb 25rd.

Media enquiries continue to trickle in and the latest is from Thames ‘JV want-
ing people to interview. Parent magazine will carry an Alternative educat—
jon article in March and Home and Freezer Digest will ‘have an article on
education at home in their June issue. for a small group we get 4 remark—
able amount of publicity.

There are now many more enquiries from parents of secondary age children so
there is an urgent need for 4 secondary booklet.

A member has suggested that central office fel. no. could be put on the address
labels as free advertising every time the newsletter goes out and this will be
tried for the first time with the April newsletter,

3?
  



Richard North and the Times responded with interest, but to date there hasbeen no article, Apart from the Perry case there appears to be very littlelegal hassle for our members at the moment. ‘There have been requests foradvice from co-ordinators with members that have been threatened but ourToutine advice of an NCCL solicitor seems to quieten matters.
The request for £3,000 from the BBC's Children in Need fund will go beforethe committee but even if accepted it is unlikely we would get more than £500.However this is an area that can be tested again next year by local co-ordinators.

John Perry of Gwent asked for publicity as he thought that this would be away to help him during his legal battle over refusal to de-register Uavid.

There was a discussion about the many hours Janet puts in and whether+parts of her job could be broken down. he is happy with the work load atthe moment but it was foreseen that it might get worse, she said that partsof the job could be split off and passed on to volunteers, As Andy Andersonwould now deal with enquiries from co-ordinators she would no longer have todistribute publications and stationery to them.
4.3 Treasurer, Alison Mafham said that she was organising the accountingyear from 9th Feb. '85 to 9th Feb, '84 and hoped this was agreeable.Accounts on 9th Feb stood at £4,953.59 in the deposit account and £753.07in the current account.
4.4 Publications. Caroline Grant was not present due to imminent baby, butsent a written report. The next newsletter will be printed by a Penygroesprinter. Lifespan had quoted a slightly lower price, but their distanceaway does not seem to make the lower price worth while. The Penygroesprinter ‘knows the ropes' and the delivery and complicated instructions canbe done in person. They also do other printing for us and this time they
will mail the newsletter to see how this works.
Leslie Downie has agreed to edit the June newsletter,
‘here is 2 good supply of Early Years and enough 31NC for the present, but
there is still an urgent need for a revised version and for a similar
secondary publication. We also have up to date supplies of stationery,
posters, introductory literature and membership forms.

4.5 General Secretary. John Hlenor wrote in to say that there was still
little progress on charitable status, and he was sorry there was nothing
useful to say yet. Heporting on the Encyclopeadia Britannica affair he said
that Mrs. Ewens wrote an unsolicited testimonial to B.t.. H.B. sent John
Blenor a copy of the letter that was to go out to members and said ‘trust
this meets with your approval’. He felt that at that stage there was-nothing
that could be done about it, ‘there followed discussion about how to make
the contact list more confidential as it was felt that some people feel very
vulnerable being on the list at all. Bruce Cox agreed to look into the
possibility of copyright.
4.6 steering Committee. The steering Committee had little to report.
Some members had suggested that advertising should be dropped from the
newsletter now that we are solvent. It was felt that correspondence on this
topic in the newsletter would be useful.
It was agreed that every advertisement for Core Group Meetings should state
clearly that these are completely open meetings to which all members are
invited either as observers or participants.
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ating what the Steering Committee i
ions which are too urgent to wait
ians must be unanimous. members    

Hinancial Priorities
itt
  t we need to decide how the money that we now have should
      
  

   

 

    

  

 

be ent. We nead guidelines on what local ~ordinators can claim, and
what tra ng expens2s Core group members can claim, We need debate in
the ni etter on things we o ido and whether we should offer to pay
legal It wi ided that we needed a sub committee to look into

 

and
that Betty

that mee
and   agreed to be on it and it

and Joan Hoare should be approached as well.
uld most c ply be conducted by conference

 

    telephone
There w stion

wuld be

 

fs} of the subscription could be put in a dist-    
     ress Aimed for through co-ordinato It was thought

useful to t out to co-ordinators that if families in distress need prac-
Lieal helo, san often be obteined through the voluntary services.   

Pablications

 

aruce Cox agresecondary bi
i to take on the revision of SINC and the starting of the

urgently required. Wi wread that he should      
       be paid e and for hi ime aa it was now most important that

th ehanae ne quickly.
Kitte agresd to tackle the New Law of “duca fon by Butterworth that  

 

   aming out in: his would he a 50 page
pooklet t would only’ become available

agreed that Dick Kitto should he »
t book will ¢ t, though it
through selling later.

 

arch, It was thought that as
t the law and its ar ation      
  

  

  

  free to lecsl co-ordin
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might  he recovered

1 in what happened to rt
a, bit ati] sent them to

have kept them out
  

who were rising
pport/help might, th
local £ » would tha
ad with an open ended questionaire which

s<ordinatorse to try and improve

 

more
hod heen

them Anne Saude ogreed to foed throuz
the percentinge Who return it,

   ve influenced  1001 7

          

ithire meetings
The next meeting W bit it

 

ad he best Pf we

 

wld be at IInstone

  

  fould plan further ahead. it wis agreed that the vebruary meet handd
be in on urban centre end andy finderson he would pet more dotails 9

) gentre he knew of in Crewe for next \ebruery. or the other
a1 places should be reasonably cheap, have residential and

and be easy for members to get to, srace

(ox

netor and said he would approach Joan Hoare to
teat members send details of suggested meeting nlaces

   
     ace.

     

it was agreed t vertise two events in the newsletter in the hone
local members might wish to participate;- z : %
i)alternative pritain; Rally and Fayre, 28th april. lriands vestin sl)
Suston d., Londen NW1 . . |
?)yhe seventh Congress of the Hironean Aasociation for tmnt
26th July - lat August 1984 at the University of surrey, ‘uildiort.

 

tir Adin tiny 9

  A vote of thanks was extended to Maxime. Toff for organi
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educaticinotherwise

Kducation Otherwise is a membership organisation
whose principal aim is to provide a support and
information network for families whose children
are being educated outside school, for those who
are contemplating such @ step and for those who
wish to support the freedom of families to take
proper responsibility for the education of
children.
Qur principal aims are as follows;
Yo encourage the provision of alternative learning
situations outside the school system.

To re-affirm that parents have the primary
responsibility for their children's education
and that they have the right to exercise this
responsibility by educating them out of school.

So establish the primary right of children that
full consideration, with due allowance for their
age and understanding, shall be given to their
wishes and feelings regarding their education.

Por further information send a 9"x 4" s.2.e. to

25 Common Lane, Hemingford Abbots, Cambs. PH1B 9AN

 
 


