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EDITORIAL
If ever there were any doubts about the necessity of EO.'s

existence and the importance of its central purpose, these were
eliminated for all time in a ninety minute interview with a
County LEA adviser. I say ‘interview but ‘interrogation’ or
‘grilling’ would be more accurate descriptions. This was thefirst encounter between the family concerned and the adviser andall attempts to co-operate and be friendly were brutally crushed.
The adviser stated categorically that his role was to advise
schools and not home schoolers, He threatened compulsoryexamination ofthe child by an educational psychologist and
trotted out every biased misconception ever heard against home
schooling and in favour of formal school education.

We may occasionally tire of our organisational trappings
in EO; core group activities, minutes, finances, and the star-like activities of prominent EO families are not everyone's
cup of tea, but all of this and much more is fair exchange for
the additional strength which an organisation like ours gives
when the unacceptable face of bureaucratic intransigence and
malice rears its ugly head.

John Whitelegg.
Midge Whitelege.
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The next issue is to be edited by
Hazel Clawley26 Taywood Drive
Small Heath
Kirmingham 10.

The deadline is November Ist. All material intended as such
should be clearly marked ‘For Publication’.

HANGARU TMDBAERHDOP

Please note that the ideas expressed in this issue are not
necessarily those of the editor, the core group, or the EO
membership in general.
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EDUCATION THROUGH THE PRESS
End of term: A 16 year old boy burned down his school through set-ting fire to his reports (DAILY TELEGRAPH 12.3.83)... In separate
cities in Greece, 2 schoolboys hanged themselves because of poorEaster reports (DAILY TELEGRAPH 4.4.83)...A 17 year old Americanshot his mother dead because she was angry over his poor schoolreport (TELEGRAPH 27.5.83)...A ‘shy’ 13 year old hanged herself
because she hated school (TELEGRAPH 15.6.83)...A 14 year old ran
away to Ireland to escape bullying at school, It took him 18months to pluck up the courage to return home (TELEGRAPH 17.5.83)...
School life: Nuclear war sirens are being discreetly introduced
Into the community via some Kent schools (OBSERVER 29,5.83). A
teacher who tried to find out what procedure to follow if the sirens

were activated was told by police that he was
¥ ‘acting irresponsibly’. The police went onwell sur f to say that people would be advised about1 sugges what sort of things to look out for...

A —you look 66 schoolchildren suffered abnormal reactions
ovt for and scarring following TB vaccinations by

‘ untrained staff who used the wrong size
needles (TELEGRAPH)...The royal society says

BANG that science education for most pupils is
inadequate (GUARDIAN 25,1,83)...Given moreinvolvement in school life, parents are now

AS<E teaching pupils how to cook, sew, read and
= play sports, according to a teacher's survey

of 137 schools (TELEGRAPH 18.4.83). It foundthat parents can have a calming effect on pupils and improve their
work standards...Most parents do already help their children to read
but now schools are openly seeking parents’ help in this ‘high-
status’ activity normally surrounded in mystique. However, few
schools will allow more than token parental involvement (Bernard
Emblem, writing in the GUARDIAN 30.8,.83)...The use of corporal
punishment is still a workaday occurence in British schools, ace-
ording to a STOPP survey, despite the tacc that 14 LEA's have now
abolished it (TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 5.8.83).

  

  

Abroad: Voluntary nightschool exists for 6-16 year olds in Rangoon
for those children who have to work during the day. The main aim
is to give the children basic knowledge to help them with their
adulce life and ‘understand the world berter'. Passing exams is not
a priority. (TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT) May 83)...A report on
American educational standards claims chat if an unfriendly foreign
power had attempted to impose on America the mediocre educational
performance that exists today, it might well have been regarded as
an act of war, (Stephen Jessel, in ‘From our own Correspondent’Radio 4, reported in the LISTENER 12.5.83).,.1In West Germany each
person receives expenses of £150 per year per child “in respect of
supervising and caring for children undergoing education” (DAILY
TELEGRAPH 25.4.83)...
Machines: Gamblers Anonymous is to help children who have become
addicted to one-arm bandits (TELEGRAPH 22.3.83)...Over-dependence
on computers has led to a lop-sided and inadequate approach to some
studies, according to a senior lecturer in education (T.E.S. July
83)...Heads are worried about the harmful effect on primary agechildren of seeing "man's inhumanity to man in graphic detailalmost daily, not only on the main TV news but on junior newsround
programmes’ They have also published a booklet ‘Language and che
Primary School’ in they also voice concern about parental lack of
control over video "nasties". (T.E.S. 6.5.83)...



 

A working party from the National Association of Head Teachers is
to report on the future of religious education in schools. Some
teachers admit that they are breaking the law by not holding mor-
ning worship (TELEGRAPH 4.6.83)... Alexander Solzhenitsyn, i a
visit to Eton, warned the boys that they needed to strengthen their
spiritual faith if they were to overcome the dangers the world is
entering into. His talk received a ‘rare’ standing ovation fromthe pupils, (TELEGRAPH 4.6.83).
EO: Annie and Ian Wilton Jones defended themselves against chargesthat they were undermining the state system of education by teaching |
their children at home (S. WALES EVENING ARGUS 31.3.83, and EO news- .letter No. 29)...
The CHEPSTOW FREE PRESS (31.3.83) reported that a local headmasterwas against meeting the local EO group. "Half a child's education
comes from meeting other children, If we meet this group we are
Biving them a respectability they do not deserve and will take ad-
vantage of." While Finance Committee chairman of Gwent Education
Committee said "I don't see why we should be helping any organisa-
tion whose qurpore is to encourage parents to educate at home"...
Nick Everdell was the focal point of a feature on home education
in the DAILY EXPRESS (23.9.83). Says the EXPRESS ‘this stay-at-
home boy is set to win a place at Cambridge University where Prince
Edward will be a fellow undergraduate.’ Calum Wallace’ homeeducation was also described.
Edited by Sarah Guthrie, with contributions from Janice Owen, Janet
Everdell, Annie Wilton-Jones.
Talking about school; Getting a job:

“I was a dunce at school - but I was worldly. 1 knew I had to go
out and earn a living...Things are reversed now. You've got kids
who are acatemically brilliant,...but they don’t know how to earn
a living. and 1 think that's a tvagedy...some of the kids today
are very naive about the world and how it works, This education
thing's the be-all and end-all of everything isn't it?" (Henry
Cooper, interviewed in the TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 12,.8.83).
"A career today is more likely to be something not planned in pros-
pect but understood in retrospect...in which chance may play an
alarmingly large part. If our children seek, or we seek for them,
certainties, or the security that comes from certainty, they are
pursuing an illusion. Rather they should be seeking to develop to
the full a wide range of talents, skills and activities, many of
them perhaps only remotely allied to the acquisition of knwoledgeand the bits of educational paper tha go with knowledge. It is
likely to be these talents... and the attitude that goes with them,
which will enable them to be the right person in the right place
at the right time when opportunities occur.” (B.J, Holloway,Secretary to Manchester University Carreers Service, writing in the
DALLY TELEGRAPH 14.35.83).
“But in the end what makes you do well in life? Ie's not yourqualifications - it's something else. I am trying to educate the
children cto enjoy their lives, to think straight and to behave
better morally...not to be selfish and beastly and jealous and notto lie and cheat. (The retiring HWeadmistress of a private London
girls’ school SUNDAY TIMES July 83). "She has a sneaking admiration
for the Princess of Wales getting no O-levels at all. ‘Jolly
difficult not to get any,’ she said.”
Edited by Sarah Guthrie, contributions welcome. 3



 

  

  

THE REASONS WHY
A.M. NIMMO.

After casting a cheerless eye over the contemporary educational
scene, one has to ask, and try to answer, two questions: how
did this state of affairs come about, and what can be done aboutit?

The easy question is the first one. Diagnosis is one thing,cure is another matter.
The first malign influence on schooling was that of thepsychologists, not because of what they said or did se much as

what was made of what they said or did. The chief among thesewas Piaget. Piaget is difficult to read, so teachers in train-ing tend to make do with being toid what Piaget meant. After
training they go on repeating what they remember of what they
were told. His name can be invoked to bless every loony
innovation. Part of his message was that children understand
more as they mature; he has been interpreted to mean that ifchildren do not know something already, we must not try to
instruct them. His conclusions and his universality are unquest-
tioned. Piaget said it all, see?

The second damaging influence has been that of the soctlol-
ogists. They have done the worst damage. Thanks to them,
shortcomings of whatever kind tend to be seen as “problems”,
Through them notions of social class (which in themselves are
increasingly unreal) are allowed to permeate to areas where theyare irrelevant. Teachers’ expeccations of children tend to
relate to postal district, and to parents! marital status and
occupation, No-one can pop you into a socio-economic slot
more quickly than a teacher. Sentimentality is mistaken for
understanding. Children who are trying overtly to find the
limits of adult tolerance are not cold; they are counselled.
Instead of simple law and order, or even an insistance on civil-
ity, we get "behaviour modification". Most of us have probably
met the teacher who cannot wait to talk to children, however
young, about sex.

I cherish the memory of a middle-aged colleague who confessed
to having had a deprives childhoou » Which he had not realised
until he became a teacher.

Thirdly, among teachers, especially primary teachers, there
is a severewant of intellectual honesty. There is no kind of
quality control in teaching. Teachers of the future are often
people of very modest achievement who are given a training which
puts chem in blinkers for life. The moment they pass their
probation they achieve an instant omniscience, and all withoutever having left the educational machine. What precisely should
be the aim of a school, or a head teacher, or a class-teacher?("Promotion is not an acceptable answer). Are they achieving
it? If not, why? Ask these questions and you unleash a hurri-
cane of hot air. Combatants polarise themselves, adrenalin
running high, into those who are with (most are with) and the
rest who must therefore be against ‘no other position is allowed?
whatever issue is up for discussion Cliches fill che sky
Would anybody with incisive honesty ever have accepted open-plan

 

 



 

architecture and mixed ability teaching. or tolerate the fact that
children can spend six or seven years in school and still not know
how to hold a pencil?

Fourthly there is the urge of primary teachers in particular
to acquire professional status. This is more than a question of
salary, though money is central. Real professionals mystify;hence, to mystify is to be a professional. Medical models (and
who are more "professional" than doctors?) are constantly invoked,
Alledged syndromes, with Greek names, are on the increase.

This drive to professionalism has been pretty successful.
Consider the towering superstructure of specialists which the
system supports: psychologists, advisers, counsellors, and the
mighty army of “educationists”, all moving up an edifice from the
heights of which they can barely see the children on whose
shoulders they stand. As they go up, they ask those below them
to do what they themselves might not have managed in their own
teaching days. Those who have not yet risen cannot call the
bluff (though few realise it is a bluff) for fear of damagin
their own prospects. A teacher's chief duty is to stand abe in
the eyes of other teachers. The smartest are assiduous self-
publicists. They write a book, or 4 series of books, on the
teaching of reading, or spelling, or maths, or art, or all of
these. They give lectures. They seize at the fashion of the day.
A few years apo it was “language development"; now it seems to be
“communication studies".

This overblown career structure, which claims too much and
achieves too little, will be demolished only by financial collapse.
Our present national plight might carry its own bonus: when the
money runs out we might sve that che effectiveness of education is
nol to be equated with the money spenc en it.

To improve schoolin:, there would be needed changes sQ vast

 

and radical as to be out of the question, Teaching needs entrants
of highec calibre, with suceessful experience outside the system,
Training should be more realistic and lead Lo careers with fewer
pretensions. There should be less theoretical flummery and a
great deal of modest good sense. And there must be more evidence
of intellect at work. Yardsticks are needed, in the form of
graded examinations, like music examinations, for all children
over the entire syllabus. There has to be a syllabus, and resp-
onsibility for meeting it mist be placed on the teachers themselves.
Exams exist as much for teachers as for children: an obligation
to teach rather than to divert exists only where there are external
standards to be met.

  

 

But what can we actually do? The world of education (which
costs the country about as much as defence does in a year without
a Falklands war) is too entrenched, too emotive, too powerful to
stand any of this. Where it will not change, the System must be
bypassed. It is too late to cry “stop”. We can only say "Our!"
and do the one practical thing possible which is what EO parents
are doing already. ‘The success of EO must be publicised to
encourage the rest. When parents of children in school catch
themselves saying "1 could do better myself", they must under-
stand that they are not uttering a heresy-



Some parents recoil from the idea of teaching their own out
of misplaced modesty. They deserve information, encouragement
and support. It is harder to help those whose children reject
them as teachers. How do children get the idea that mum or dad
(but usually mum) is not up to it? It is probable that parents,
blinded by the mystique of educational parlance, have sold them-
selves short.

If so, it is contemporary education's greatest achievement.
We owe it to people in this situation to show them that being a
teacher and being a parent are not incompatible.

But there is one particular hazard which works against the
continuing strength of EO. It is the same that insidiously
helps to perpetuate the school system and its nonsense, incompet-
ence, ayholony and waste. For however passionate our concern
for our children is, it can only be temporary. We tend to thinkof what lies ahead and want only to forget what has been ormight have been. You can hardly blame us. This built-in, slow-
motion transience, this long-term passing concern is the silentenemy of all who want change. It ensures that those in the
conventional system, from seers to sycophants, merely preside
over a steadily changing population bf children. EO must have a
solid, active and unshakable nucleus which will continue to be
active long after their own children have reached independence.

HORIIEI FOI TEE REE FE RCH IES TE FIORE TERHES

FAMILY TREES

 

BALL
In a few aspects of education we can be at a disadvantage - having
large pte of children available for drama or team pames takes
a little organising. However chere are many projects which are
available to home educators which would produce tremendous
problems for schools. I am thinking in particular of family tree
investigations asastarting point for history. You will know of
any complications in your own family situation to be prepared for
and can also feel free to follow the search in any direction. It
is likely to become a family hobby and a source of endless visits
particularly when visiting grandparents which can at times be
boringfor children. | am not an expert but have compiled some
ideas to start you off andareference book of where to go next
for more advanced information.

 - salting a start on your ily tree
Start with each of your pairs of grandparents and draw a

rough family tree for each side. Below is the best-known family
tree in England, the royal side of Prince William's.



 

Queen Elizabeth 11 5 Prince Philip
 t T ee —Lady Diana - Prince Princess = Capt Mark Prince Prince

Spencer ! Charles Anne Phillips Andrew Edward
Prince Peter Zara
William

Prince William would have another tree for his other grandparents.
Draw both of yours roughly.

Now talk to your parents and grandparents, filling in birth-
dates and birthplaces where you can. Ask to see your birth
eertificate, your parents’ marriage certificate and if a grand-
parent (or greatgrandparent) were unfortunately to have died,
their death certificate. Lock at all the information contained
on these, Most of this you probably knew but see if you can get
your grandparents’ birth or marriage certificates. These can be
copied in your local library for about 10p each.
InterviewingNow you really need to start your research. Show your grand-
Parents your research so far and ask chem to help you. They will
love telling you about the old times. Remember to write downnawes, places and dates even if they are only approximate. To
make your research come to life use a cassette recorder and a
camera. Visit praves and old family homes if possible. Visit
your family's local church, cemetry, war memorial etc. making a
note of anyone you find with the same surnames as you have found
in your family. You may be able to find out who they are later.

ln many cases you will have moved avay but this is a great
activity to pursue on holiday when you are back visiting grand-
parents. Encourage them to get out the old family phocograph
albums and bring the names to life. You aay be able to get spec-
ial photos copied for you at 4 specialist shop. Ask {f there is
an old family bible with members of the family listed.
Background historyFollow up Interesting leads on occupations. I[f someone was
in the navy find out about their ship; if they worked in a factory
is it still there or is there a book in the library about the old
industry. Wow much were their wages when they started work and
what did things cost then? Does a grandparent still have a ration
book from the war, any old newspaper cuttings about a member of
the family. Treat these with care and they may let you copy them
in the library.
Old records and censuses

If you really get bitten by the family tree bug you can
search old parish registers for births, deaths and marriages.
These are usually in the Public Record Office for the county
concerned but some are still in the original churches and sone
libraries have some information. A census was taken in each of
the years 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 and can be seen if you enquirealthough it would be best to start with a parent's help. Now youneed to read a more specialist book (see the end of this article)
and try the library asking for the genealogy Section - that 1s the
correct name for tracing vour family tree. GREE

 



  

Recommended booksa ly Family Tree Book 12.95 by Eileen Totten & Ann Doolan.Publ. Evans Bros. (Try W.H- Smiths) This is particularly approp-riate for the 6-11 year olds. A sort of activity book to fill in
brief details, stick in photos, newspaper clippings. Has an
excellent bibliography especially where a branch of the family
either immigrated or emigrated.2. Your Family Tree (approx £1) by David Iredale, Discovering
Series Shire Publ. A pocket sived reference book suitable for
older children or parnets who want to go back into hiscory.
Sets ouc the records available and where to find them.
3. Public Record Offices often have their own leaflets with
eneral as well as local notes.
. I have prepared a pack of duplicated forms to help with

organising your search. Send 50p in stamps to cover the cost of
forms and postage, Any profits to EO funds. About 20 forms are
included. Send to Betty Ball, 1 Fenton Road, Warboys,
Huntingdon, Cambs.
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TEACHING GRAMMAR: CURBING FREE SPEECH.
Andy Jackson.

Yet another example of the breadth of opinion within EO was
illustrated by Alison Mafham's reactionary stance on rhe formal
teaching of grammar. The substance of her article was adequately
mirrored in the wooden archaism of her own language: “l would have
had recourse to a dictionary if the first sentence of the treatise
had not made the meaning of the term clear’, (Dickens would have
been proud; allowing style and grammatical fastidiousness: to dom-
inate meaning).

I will not waste time dismemberiny Alison's argument except
to point out that its extreme riyht-wing primise: that AUTHORITY
(variously referred to as “law”, "first principles", "rules") Is
in itself a GOOD THING, is at odds with the stated aim of EO, thatis, freedom to reject the educational status quo. All I wish to
do is make a few observations about grammar taken from recent
research in linguistics.

One: Grammar does not need teaching because it is accurately
deduced by all native speakers, For example, young children will
say “I goed" not “I went", applying the observation that the past
tense is usually formed by adding “ed" to the present tense.When they are a little older they learn the valuable lesson that
grammar is not as they at first assumed and start using the irreg-ular "I went" like the rest of us.

Which brings me to my next point: Grammar is neither logical
nor rigid. "Formal grammar" as it used to be taught, and probably
still is for all I know, ts an invention of classically trained
academic minds and has only tenuous links with the English language
as she is spoke. Every year the living language develops in dif-
ferent ways throughout the world and grows further away from the
dead language of the text books, which is already anachronisticand will soon become laughably so.

Thirdly, the concept of fixed grammatical laws in language is
an imperialist one. It assumes that tense, person, gender, case
etc. are “first principles" and languages which do not make use
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of these are theretuore devoid of principle, one might almost say
immoral indeed, the whole process of elevating grammar, (which
should be 4 system for describing language), and using it as a
platform for a moral stance has 4 missionary quality about it

Te summarise and make some Constructive suggestions: Do away
with grammar as 4 prescriptive process, teach your children as Fmuch of the conventional terminology as they need to deal with the
language they actually vome across, encourage them to read simplebooks on linguistics in order for them to understand language as
a system of communication rather than a book of rules with which
to chastise language users who yet it “wrong”.

Fe Re ROIRRRORI RO Beira III ae se tee teak

ATTENTLON!! YOUNG SCLENTISTS
The British Association for the Advancement of Science (BAAS)
actively encourages an interest in science amongst young people
‘aged 11 18). The British Association for Young Scientists
(BAYS) is a youth organisation of BAAS open to anyone in this
aye range. BAYS aims ty help al! young people to gain a greater
understanding of science and its applications, and to recognise
the enourmous effect these have on everyone's life. BAYS has
thousands of members \including maybe some EO0ers?) in over 109
branches throughout the IIkK Activities include talks, visits
film shows, competitions, 4 residential conference and much more.
Membership is §? per school year and includes BAYS NEWS a mag-
azine which comes out four times a year. More information from:
Alison Roberts, BAAS, Fortress House, 74 Savile Row, London
WIX LAB.

BAAS has also instituted a scheme entitled “Awards for Young
Investigators” open to children between the ages of 8 and 12.
The scheme is designed to help young people to develop an ability
to investigate in a systematic way and become familiar with a
basic approach to science and technology. The awards are not
designed as a teaching scheme for primary science and do not
require that a child should have studied science. Individuals
cannot register but groups of at least five can do so, perhaps
presenting opportunities for local EO groups to add a new dimen-
sion to their activities

Whilst we haven't tried either of these things the literature
supplied by BAAS seems sufficiently interesting to warrant
bringing it to the attention of a wider audience. It could be
particularly useful to those concerned about science in home
schooling: John Whitelegy-

TERETEFEN SEEIECFOI I RIO OHRRRReK

RECIPE FOR PLAYDOUGH
(guaranteed by the local playgroup and lasts for ages) Sue Har
é cups tlour ) cup salt 2 cups water
2 tbs oi) ‘enoking? 4 ths ream of tartar feod colour
Mix up ingredients gradually and heat slowly till mixture looks -
right

- 9-  



 

CALCULATOR MATHS
Betcy Ball. |

Until recently 1, like many others, saw the calculator as a tool
for getting answers and was wary of letting children rely on then
before they had the background to use them properly and to judge the
viability of the answers they produce.

I now see another role for calculators in aiding the development |
of mathematical thinking. Perhaps this is best shown by looking at a
few examples.1. Pretend that all the keys on your calculator are broken except
those for 4,3,x,- and =. How can you get the display to show 13?
This is possible by pressing 4x4-3=, i.e.6 keys. Repeat the process
for the displays 5, 36, 44, 23, 25, 169 etc. Try similar exercises
with number pair changed to only 7 and 2, or only 9 and 6 and so on, |
2. At another session pretend that all the number keys are broken
except one, say 3. All the operation keys + - x / and = work. How
can you get the display to show 12? Possible answers are

(a) 3434343 ub) 3x3+43= |

i||
|

(ce) (343)x3-3-3- (d) (3/3+3)x3= |
Clearly (b) is the most efficient. Try to display 21,30, 36,84,100
etc. in several ways if possible. Now try a similar exercise with
a different number key working. j
3. Cur out 5 pieces of card numbered 1,2,3,4 and 9. Place them in
oS oS various arrangements of the pattern |

shown so as tO get the largest answer,
x CO using the calculator cu calculate the {

possible values. The answer is notnecessarily what you would expect andyou need to develop some kind of \

   

2 1 strategy to know whether you have act-
x 3 5 ually found che highest value.
 

 

4. Can you arrange the numbers from | co 5 to give the answer IT1 |
in a calculation?
e.g. 135-24=111 (42-5)x3x1- 111 i
Can you make them give 159 as an answer?
e.g. 134425=159 (9441-2)x5 159 2) 3-54=159

All these are just examples. Each is of limited value but the
aim is to develop mental dexterity with number. They are fun for
parent and child to do in ‘competition’ but be prepared to be out-
witted by an inventive child. Using a calculator these are self
checking. |

‘
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EDUCATION FOR PEACE
 

A conference on Peace Education was held in Glasgow on June
18th and was organised jointly by Parents for Survival and
Teachers for Peace. 1 was involved in the planning group and [
think helped to balance off the over-emphasis on school education.
The programme eventually included workshops on preschool and
community education as well as a New Games workshop and a very
stimulating talk from Stuart Jones of the Avon Peace Education
Project. This was all in addiction to a lot of talk about Peace
Education in the school curriculum.

1 took along informacion about Education Otherwise and also
Wooderaft Folk, New Games, flarmony Games and Servas. (All che
EO leaflets went). Wooderaft Folk and New Games were mentioned in
the last KO newsletter, so perhaps L should say a little about
Narmony Games and Servas,

Servas is an international co-operative system of hosts and
travellers, established to help build world peace, goodwill and
understanding. Lt is non-profit, non-political, inter-racial and
inter-faith, (We have been hosts For 5 years now and have enjoyed
visits from travellers row many different countries). If you are

‘sted contact Servas, PO Hox 17, linyes, Middlesex, UBS SBZ.

  

Harmony Games stock co-operative games suitable for family,
children's partles, classroom ete. > board games, cacd games etc.
Viay toowin together - not against each other. Write to Harmony
Gates, 2 Glearoy Villas, Uplands oad, Strcoud, Glos.

  

 

Peace Kdacation is sowething T believe it is important to get
involved in, as real education for peace is noc just about banning
the bomb or preventing war, it is a philosophy, a way of life, and
our family's home-based education Is very much based on this. 1
See it in this way:
Peace Education

   

  

 

trust anu ualorituwsing
breakdown of barriers of

  respect for all life   

 

    

 

 

acceptance of all people fear and suspicion
as valued individuals : et ZSais ieee ; -

s owth of individual
curaperation and i= confidence
ton-violent resolution
or conflicts =. |teeee RE 4 | Z/
— — [accepte attitude,
Ss [inst ooponer]

1f peace education becomes included as an accepted part of the
school curriculum, it will be in complete contradiction to the
usual messages of the tidden Curriculum - competition, accepting
authority, injustice, lack of respect for individuals, fear and
lack of self confidence. It is just possible that these messages
might be slowly replaced by co-operation, trust and open-minded
questioning.

 

Lesley Downie.

an
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NOTICES
INFORMATLON LIBRARY

Andy and Di Anderson, 95 Derrington Avenue, Crewe
Cheshire, Tel: 664060, would like to hear from you
if you can recommend any schemes, books, materials
ideas ete. that you have used. Details for obtain-
ing these lists will be published in New Year news-
letter. Dont delay, let us know today!!!!

 

EO INFORMATLON REQUEST
l am interested to hear, as soon as possible, from members of their
experiences in teaching their children at home, now or in the past.
Please write to me, telling me as much as you can about what you do,
how you do it, what benefit and problems you have discovered. J am
particularly interested in practical aspects of makiny, EO work, and
above all, in difficulries. Peggy Kann, 1 King Charles Close,
Buckingham, MK18 1UZ.
WEST MIDLANDS REGION
About a dozen people of all ages met in Cannon Will Vark on a Sat-
urday in August, in response to a notice in the last newsletter.
Now EO’s finances are tight, this seems the best way to announce
meetings - so here's the information about the next onet

Date: 2th November - a Saturday so those at work in the
week can come.
Time: 2.00pm
Place: 16 St. Bernards Road, Solihull, 692 788 - thanks to the
kind invitacion of Sylvia and #66 Jeffs, who can be phoned on
021 472 4349 for directions. Members from neighbouring regions
welcome!

WILTSHIRE OUT OF SCHOOL HAPPENING
Three knowledgeable naturalists are coming along to forage for fungi,
woodlice etc., and help you decide whether its animal, veyetable, or
mineral, edible or inedible.
SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER: 12 pm picnic for 2pm tramping through the New
Forest, Hampshire borders.
If you would like to come along with your children, friends, neigh-
bours and dogs, please contact me, Kate, at Devizes 5688 (0380)
after 6pm for details.
“WESSEX EXCHANGE”
- a newsletter covering news of meetings, social events etc. in the
Wessex region. 6 editions per year proposed. To be added to the
mailing list please send £2 and your name and address to Les Mitchell
Hynd, 55 Hursley Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire S05 2FS.

BORN to Azlin Hezri a 61b l4oz baby girl, Kauthar, sister for Iman
Muadz and Musab. Praise to the Lord, Allah, the creator of Earth
and Heavens and everything that's in between them.
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ENQUIRIES REQUEST from Janet Dverdell
Nick Everdell's success has led to many enquiries from the iediabut we only have a very limited list of families practising EO and
willing to be interviewed by press,TV and radio. This is because
only 20% of you filled in the last questionnaire. I don't like to
use the contact list for this purpose as | realise many of you feel
it fs only for contact between members, So would you all please
give it some thought and let me know Lf you would be willing to helpme out with this as the Everdell family is being overexposed! I
would appreclate you dropping me a line with your preference of
medium, and your main reasons for home education. It ean be very
educational for the kids when the TY cameras turn up and we've had
a lot of fun with the proyrammes aade here and in recording studios.

 

BEWARE
{ recently answered an KO ad from a woman in Brighton, who said she
Wanted ta stuart omminity, starting in her own house, Further
discussion revealed that she takes in lodgers, and would charge me
the same as any lodser. For one large bedroom T was quoted £31,
plus use of ber kitehen, To have anothes bedroom for my child,
Lows asked for avother £70, somehow that doesn't square with her
ad. Community seekers beware. This person is still adverttsing!

 

DESCHOOLED COMMUALTY
As pact of the process of forming a deschooled community, seven
families camped Cosmetics fot a week in July ac Kase Prawle tn Devon.
This shared bol proved an ideal opportunity to get to know more
abent each ofberis ideas and feelings, while also having ample time
to switt aud Sawekle, collect seashells and seaweed, build sandcasties
explore rockpools, divert streams and have a beach barbecue. At the
en of the week we all travelled up ¢o the Glastonbury Greens Gath-
ering, and met up with lots more people, who are also interested in
alternalive education projects. Dave and Lorna Bird agreed to_
organise the third group meeting in September, when we are hoping to
discuss the practicalities and structure of the scheme in more detail,
as well as finding time cto continue enjoying one another's company.
However the costs of postage and photocopying, to almost 50 families,
have quickly risen, so in future we ask everyone who wishes to be
kept in touch with developments cto contribute 30p per mailing
(i.e. 9Up for 3 matlings) to 15 Salem Road, Winterbourne, Northavon
BS17 1QF.

  

 

GROWING WITHOUT SCHOOLING
 

Growing without schooling No.s 31 - 36 are now available fromMidge Whitelegg, 53 Derwent Road, Lancaster LA] 3ES. Subseriptionfor the six issues £3.60 (£4.20 non-members of EO). Chequescaus De able to Education Otherwise please. Some back issues alsoavailable.

OPEN FARMHOUSE in central Italy - long and short stays - freegings For help on the farm. Write Addey, Pratale, Vallingegno,Seritto, (Pg) Italy.
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“MAKING THAT FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL A HAPPIER ONE”

Contributed by a member from Buckinghamshire.

Excerpts from a local newspaper article headed as above:
‘We asked the two ladies how parents could make the whole experience
easier for the innocent little Syear old launched unsuspectingly
into seven years hard labour,

“aA familiar face is a help to a child dropped into a sea of 30
unfamiliar faces" they said. "Other preparations are just common
sense. Don't overdo school talk as many children are very upset at
not being able to read after the first day after being told that
they are going to school to learn to read. Be careful to make life
at home sound dull and boring or the child will think he is missing
out on something. Be firm. They have to go to school, there's no
alternative. Mothers should leave their children as quickly as
possible even if the children are crying their eyes out. Most mums
are embarassed that their children are making a fuss. lt is import-
ant to expect the child to be tired and cranky after starting school.
Most children mamage to keep their tempers till the end of the day
and then go home to be thoroughly repereive: During the first few
months it is important not to expect miracles in learning every day.
Some children race ahead and then stop and it can be very disappoin-
ting for parents. A final plea from the women is to spare a thought
for the poor teachers. They have to cope with not one but a class-
ful of children and they are only human.”

My comment - HELPI!!! Thank goodness my three sons are being
spared all this craziness.

EO in Literature: from The Water Babies by Charles Kingsley.

Submitted by Lesley Downie,
"You see," said the stick, "they were as pretty little children

once as you could wish to see, and might have been so still if they
had been only left to grow up like human beings, and then handed
over to me; but their foolish fathers and mothers, instead of letting
them pick flowers, and make dirt-pies, and get birds’ nests, and
dance round the gooseberry bush, as little children should, kept them
always at lessons, working, working, working, learning veekoiny
lessons all week-days, and Sunday lessons ati Sunday, and weekly
examinations every Saturday, and monthly examinations every month,
and yearly examinations every year, everything Seven times over,as
if once was not enough, and enough as good as a feast - till their
brains grew big, and cheir bodies grew small, and they were all
changed into turnips, with little but water inside; and still their
foolish parents actuality pick the leaves off them as fast as they
grow, lest they should have anything green about them."

“aht" said Tom, "if dear Mrs. Doasyouwouldbedoneby knew of it
she would send them a lot of tops, and balls and eres and nine-
pins, and make them all as jolly as sandboys."

"It would be no use," said the stick. "They can't play now,if
they tried. Dont you see how their legs have turned to roots and
grown into the ground, by never taking any exercise, but sepping and
moping always in the same place? But here comes the Examiner~o -all-
Examiners. So you had better get away, I warn you, or he will
examine you and your dog into the bargain."
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LETTERS
Dear Editor,

Il am writing to say how sad [ was to read of the enormous
lack of support for the EO Draw - quote: “over half the members
did not buy or sell any tickets". Apparently this was not because
they were opposed to the draw (these - a mere 15- at least had
the courtesy to write and say so and also enclose donations).
No, this was plain APATHY typical of the type of member whose
attitude is “well I've paid my membership fee, what else do you
expect me to do?".

I feel chat tf EO is in Financial difficulties we should
all ‘pull together’ to help. We are ALL members, not just the
few who do all the work; the draw was an ideal way of putting
this into action with very little hardship to anyone, If people
cannot make the effort even when it {ts made so easy for them, |
can see only two alternatives: ef{ther to put up the membership
fee, (personally even though | have two children, another due at
the beginning of September and we are on a very low income, I
would still be willing to pay £20 a year for the support and
eonftidence T yet from £0), or let the whole thing run downhil
~ we already have the new diminished size newsletter. |

As you read this letter please realise YOU ARE EDUCATION
OTHERWISE, without your support it will mot exist, so let us all
help to get EO ‘off the rocks’ and puc in that bit of extra
effoct that will ensure che continuation of EO at its present
standard.

yours sincerely
Mandy Skinner.

Dear EO,
I am doing home school, and have been for a year. My name is

Caleb and I write lots of poems. Lots of them about politics. I
talk to my friends about politics and I have been very nearly beaten
up for it. 1 am gathering together material for a poetry book. I
have written half the amount I think is required. Here is a poem
for your newsletter.

A secure economyThe jet plane streaks overhead,
the cars and lorries rumble BHrogitssollution, pollution, lots of lead,
Ships sink, cars crash, more people dead,
dictators imposing dread,We must stop, we must stop, a few people said,economy races on.

Caleb Davidson (11 years old)
15

 



 

DRAW PRIZE REVIEWS
Betty Ball.

CHEMISTRY SETS BY THOMAS SALTER
The set I was asked to review was No.4, midway in the range.

The sets are stated to be suitable for children who are 10 years
and over but we have used them with a eix year old under careful
supervision. Obviously this will depend on the child as certainly
some chemicals are poisonous.

The set is well packaged and revived memories of my own
chemistry set: the mystery of test tubes and strange chemicals
makes it as attractive to many children as any toy. The manual
is very comprehensive and has a large amount of basic chemical
information. Initially this material does rather swamp the simple
experiments but che book is structured so that you work through
it in some sort of sequence. Whether you try to work through it
step ty step or let your child dip into 1c will depend on you andyour child.

Some members may object that ir is an expensive way of buying
the equipment, although compared to the costs of other toys |think it is very reasonable and in fact unless you are very know-
ledgeable it is very difficulr to construct your own kit which is
easily accessible for a child to use. Also important, Thomas
Salter spares, both chemicals and equipment are available from
larger toy shops so the basic kit can be buile up.

From an EO point of view, a kit working from real situations
with an ecological approach might be more acceptable to many
members. This might look at garden sites from the pointe of view
of types of weed, chemica] soil analysis, microclimate, trace
elements etc. To construct such a kit could be a difficult task
for an EO member. In the meantime if your child has an interest
these kits could provide hours ef fun and perhaps stimulate him to
apply his knowledge to real life situations.

EQUALITY BY PETER PAN PLAYTHINGS
Equality is the numerical version of scrabble. The board is

very similar, the tiles are numbers, mathematical operators (+ - x *)
equals signs (=) and even brackets. The object of the game is to
form valid equations of the types:

6+4=10 2x5-2=4x2 (12-4) 42=(141)x2 12¢3=4x1 etc.
Equations can have more than one equals sign:

10-6-4=5x3x0#012=0 .
and can be added to co give new relations:
hence 6+4=10 can become 7-6+4=1032
I would recommend that it is played by even quite young children
using only the + and - operators and removing the brackote: Later
add in the x sign, later still the +, and much later the brackets.
This game should develop imaginative attitudes to numbers and
dexterity of mind. A vast improvement on pages of repetitive,boring calculation. .



SPACE LINES BY INVICTA PLASTICS
In its' own right this is an excellent game for 2 or 3 players.

Three dimensional noughts and crosses demands good concentration
and imagination to work out just what your opponent is planning.
It is also an excellent tool for atheeoeioes learning, partic-
ularly three-dimensional geometry which many people find difficult
to visualise. Follow up the use of coordinates in games such as
battleships (the pencil and paper kind) and map references by work
on this.

A is the point (3,4
B is the point (1,1
and so on.
Try C and D, answers at the end of this article.

os)
o2)

Try looking at the coordinates of points which make a line and
looking for the pattern in the coordinates. The black diagonal on
the top level has (x,y,z) coordinates

(1.1.4) (2,2,4) (3.3.4) (4,4,4)

which have the pattern
x= y and 2 4.

Each of these equations describes a plane and this line is the
intersection of chose planes. Take a pattern

xeyt z= 6
and work out all the coordinate patterns which fit chis,
e.g. (2.22) (35251) $3,352 (1,1,4) and so on.

Cover these points on the Space Lines grid and you will find chat
you have covered a whole plane. x + y + 2 = 6 is the equation of
the plane. This is a good tool for turning an abstract idea into
a visual experience.
(The points are C = (3,2,1) and D = ¢ 4,3,2).).
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DYLON COLOR-FUN FABRIC PAINTS
When Dylon generously donated several sets of Color-Fun Fabric

Paints for the EO Draw they sent an extra set for the reviewer. My
children and I set out to decorate some old vests and T-shirts.
Lacking in imagination I felt the need to copy and firse traced the
EO “school is not compulsory" road sign symbol. The vest has to
have thin card (cereal packet) inserted, so that you don't paint the
back as well, and the fabric paint is applied with a dry brush to
a dry,clean garment. I expected it to run a little at the edges on
knitted fabric but it didn't and the effect was very pleasing. When
it has dried completely, you cover it with a dry cloth (old hanky)
and iron for a few minutes at a high setting to fix the dye. It
doesn't feel haecd but you are recommended to wash, Apprehensively
I did and it stayed beautifully. [t's since been through the washer
several times and come to no harm. Excitedly I got going again with
World Wildlife Pandas and Watchclub symbols. Getting colours right
is no problem as the colours can be mixed easily. Colours can be
bought separately and you could start off with say a yellow jar and
a blue jar gsying you also several shades of green. | think you
would soon fin® yourself excitedly buying more colours.

My children were much less nervous about trying things: the 6
year old drew faces af] over bis vest and the 8 year old making a
fairisle vest with his name in the middle. The young one has
always wanted numbers on T-shirts ter football, this is now no
problem. ‘There is #4 great pride in wearing something you made your-se

 

lL really fancy trying a landscape around a ciffany style Lamp-
shade and would love to buy some cheap sheeting and design my own
sheets, curtains,cushions and lightshades to mateh in a bedroom.
Something an older child would love to do. Ll have already been and
bought a few more colours and scout round the sales looking for
cheap plain T-shirts to decorate.

 

SCAREDY CAT, GRANDMOTHERS FOOTSTEPS BY ORCHARD TOYS
Scaredy Cat is an early counting game which my children were

brought up on. You collect cards with 1,2 or 3 blackbirds on and
if you pick up a cat it scares all your birds away. Lots of
discussion on who has more cats and counting all the cats as they
accumulate.

Grandmothers Footsteps is a new game | haven't played. You
have a footpath card each with places for footsteps 1 to 10. You
have to try to collect each of these before you pick up a grand-
mother card or you start again. A novel way of practicing number
sequences. 

 



 

EER
| THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE
\ AOWBOMT OFLC tor personal sais) 27S GEONGES ROAD (twat Wontiedin Stator LONDON O1 947 7272

 

ACCREDITED RY Tat COUNCIL 108 fk AAEAABER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH1 ACCREDITATION OF CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGES COMPESPOMDENCE COLLEGES

CCE HOME STUDY COURSES
The Rapid Results College is one of the UK's leading correspondence colleges,
and has been established for well over 50 years. It hae many students studying
for GCE, and offers a complete home tuition service, comprising the following
elements
- Self-contained courses, regularly up-dated for GCE exams.

- Fully-inclusive fees.

- No costly time-consuming text-books to buy.

' - Everything you need in lecture-booklet form.

- Time-table to suit you.

- Continued tuition at no extra cost if you don't pass first time.

GOCE 0 and A-Level courses are available for the following subjecte +

Accounting (A) German (0)
Additional Mathematics (0) Government & Politics
Ancient History HistoryApplied Mathematics (A) Human Biology (0)
Art (0) Integrated ScienceBiology Italian (0)
British Constitution (0) Latin
British Economic & Social Histo! Logic
British Government & Politics Ny Mathematics a
Business Studies (A) Mathematics (Pure & Applied) (A)
Chemistry PhysicsCommerce (0) Physice-with—Chenistry {3
Economics Principles of Accounts (0
Economic Geography Psychology (0) a
Economic History Pure Mathematics (A)
English Language (0) Religious Studies
English Literature Sociology
French Spanish (0)
General Principles of English Law (A) Statistics (0)
General Science West Indian History (0)
Geography
(A) = Advanced Level only; (0) = Ordinary Level only. All other
subjects available at both Ordinary and Advanced Level.

For your free copy of our GCE prospectus, please write to The Rapid Resulte
College, Dept JP1, Tuition House, London SW19 4DS, or telephone 01-947 7272

_ (9 am to 5 pm) or use our 24-hour Recordacall Service : 01-946 1102, quoting
Dept JP1.  
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OXFORD OX2 6PRTelephone Oxford (0865) $4231 (24 hours) Telex #3539.

 

Founded an 1894 by) W Kaipe

Principe! The Hon. F F Fisher, CBE, MC, MA

Dear Parent,

WE EDUCATE OTHERWISE - We have been doing so for 87 years.

WOLSEY HALLis a Correspondence College. We provide courses and a tutorial
service for people of all ages. Our youngest students are 14. Our oldest - who
took O Level this year is 94.
Our students cannot or do not wish to attend formal educational establishments.
Instead they work at home on our carefully prepared courses which take them
Step by step towards their target. They are helped by our tutors who correct
and mark their work. Some prefer “self-tuition" and buy the whole course and
work through it on their own or with the help of a friend or parent.

Wolsey Hall

|

We can provide:
PRELIMINARY COURSES (Pre - O Level Standard)
in Bookkeeping Latin

English Mathematics
French Music
German Russian
Italian Spanish

O LEVEL AND A LEVEL COURSES in practically all subjects for seven Boards.

CAN WE HELP YOU TO EDUCATE YOUR CHILD?

Yours sincerely,
ae
kbhide..
Principal.

Please write for free prospectus to:
The Principal, The Hon. Frank Fisher. CBE, MC, MA,

Dept. DT2, Wolsey Hall, Oxford, OX2 6PR.
ov telephone 0865 54231 (24 hours) Dept UT2

20 Accredited by rie Council for the Accreditation of Correspondence Colleges
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ON CO-OPS, EDUCATION AND FREEDOM
G. Palmer.

It would seem that one needs £8,000 to be a communist these days!
I refer, of course, to the now immortal advertisement that
Apuestas in a recent newsletter asking for a family to fill a
place in an established commune uedicated to bringing up their
children by ‘alternative’ means, the payment effectively excluding
those without means, and committing those who do have the purchas-
ing power to the potentially fickle temperament of their new
‘friends’ from which they cannot easily extricate themselves.
Such an establishment, infused with middle class values and people
who cannot bear to subject their children to the miseries of the
state system yet cannot bring themselves to opt for the increas-
ingly unfashionable idea of public schools, make a mockery of the
Freedom which I expected members of EO to crave. I use that much
maligned and devalued word, Freedom, not in its conservative sense,
no I'm not advocationg public schools, but in its purest sense.

People who join EO.d@ so as a consequence of a positive
decision because they have thought through this idea of state
education and found ict to be lacking due to it being an authorit-
arian conditioning centre or simply that it robs them, the parents,
of part of their children's nurture. It amounts to the same thing.
But why stop there? Why stop at being a contact organisation for
mutual support? Why limit ourselves to this important but very
minor role of altering the mode of our children’s education when
it is quite obvious that ‘education’ and the existence of children
are inextricably mixed up in the myriad of actions, decisions, joys
ecstasies, miseries and pain that is the very stuff of life?

The membership of £O is scattered thinly all over the ccuntry
and there is no doubt in my mind that many members suffer from
this sense of isolation, as I do, and that no ‘workshops’ or
‘lecture weekend' can satisfy this primordial craving for contact
between fairly like-minded people whose goals are, in essence,
the same.

The enemies of the dedicated parent are not only those that
seek to curtail our actions through misinterpreting education
legislation such as the LEA's and political parties who seek to
make state education compulsory, but the isolation of sheer
distance between those who seek personal contact, the isolation
of poverty for those without a car and unable to afford transport,
the consequential pressure felt by parents of demanding and
vivacious children. Let's face the inevitable. lt is easier for
four people to respond to the needs of four children in a 24 hour
day than it is for one person to look after one child. It is not
only easier, it's more enjoyable, more satisfying and any sanicy
that may depart from the isolated person would never be endangered
if the pleasures and pains were shared communally,

So, if you aren't satisfied with your lot, then ORGANISE.
Try and recruit members through personal contacts and placing
posters in sympathetic shopkeepers’ windows and noticeboards
ivepetarien shops are good examples of this outlet). Collective
action of individuals and families leads to collective power.
Estate Agents are more likely to be sympathetic and let large
houses if it is a bona fide organisation that they are dealing
with. Governments will actually give money in grants to housing
co-ops to-buy and renovate houses for its members to rent. Youare all free therefore choose. What are YOU going to do about it?
 

 



 

 

ADS ADS ADS
SWAP We have an excellent P.I.L.L. Russian Language Course on tapes.
We would like a French Course instead. If anyone has a French Courseand would like to swap or would lend ic to us, please contact Jean
Bendell, 61 Cotswold Road, Bath BA2 2DL or telephone Bath 313 634, 3
IS THERE any family in or within reach of Oxford who would like to
Meet me and my two children Baya, 8, Ashlee, 4, with a view to join-
ing us for some sort of occasional, once weekly activity, project,
gee together, during the autumn. Please ring or write: A. Symington

» Whitehouse Road, Oxford. Tel 721011.
I WOULD LOVE to hear from anyone interested in joining me and my twosmall boys in buying a large house with a large garden, dividing it
into separate units, and creating a friendly working environment for
children and adults to develop in. I envisage outside work being
necessary at first, but would like to work towards producing enough
resources to live on. Please write to: Mary Ferguson, 2 Hill House
Cottages, Catsfield Road, Crowhurst, East Sussex TN37 9BU.
WE ARE a group of South London parents eager to establish an alter-
native form of education for our children, creating a community
rather than a school. We are committed to the idea of a creative
and non-authoritarian atmosphere. We want to share teaching skillsand available time. If your child is approaching secondary school
age and you are interested in putting energy into sucha project,
then please contact Tom and Auriel Hill, Tel 274 5349.
LIVING SPACE wanted in London for about a year - perhaps a house
share or is there rented accomodation near you? I can afford up to
£25 a week. Any ideas? I have one more year at LSE and would very
much like to spend it in London hopefully with support from another
EO family - who would also gain support from me. Emmie, 7 is de-
schooled but Julia aged 12 is not. Please write to Gina Holman,
38 Greenland Road, Camberley, Surrey. Tel: Camberley 22671.
EDWARD, Ruth, Jonathan(9/71) Kathryn(10/73). We have well developed

acre organic smallholding, for own food - fuel only, particular
interests include transactional analysis, autonomous lifestyle,
active birth movement (Ruth member of Assoc. Radical Midwives). We
would like to develop eo roperacive lifestyle including EO with other
families based on above holding, providing most of food and recrea-
tional needs. Houses available in immediate area around £14,000.
Other possibilities for more/less capital. Would anyone interested
please contact: Stobbs, ‘'Fendyke Hyde’, Station Road, Emneth, Nr.
Wisbech, Cambs.Tel: 094573 539.
FOR SALE All of interest to those involved in Steiner education.

sell only as one lot. All printed by Steiner Press:
Teaching of Arithmetic (now o/p) £3.00. The Education of the child
in the light of anthroposophy £1.50. Book of Songs vol. 2 £1.40.
Child is Born £2.95. Teaching as a lively art £3.95. Teaching
children to write £2.25. Understanding children's drawings £5.50.
Man-Maiden Tree, Mystery play £1.25. Witch and Woodpecker Myths £1.25.Cinderella (Grimms, Steiner type) £4.95. Form drawing (now 0/p) £3.00.
Games, gymnastics & sport (o/p) £4.00. Geometric drawing (o0/p) £2.50.Would cost £37.50 + p.p. Will accept £25 +p.p. (offers) .Contact:
Mrs. P.C. Wiggs, 41 Highfield Road, Petersfield.
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DYSLEXIA Julie Duff.
It was with great interest that 1 read the article on dyslexia

in the April newsletter - but I cannot quite decide whether I agree
with the very strong opinions of the writer (certainly I think the
bit about brain damage was rubbish! Our daughter has slight brain
damage, serious spelling and reading problems despite a normal 1.Q.
but is not dyslexic!) However in many other ways I agree with her
- quitehow much I agree with her I will leave you to decide!

Andrew is ten and has been deschooled for two and a half years.
A happy, friendly little boy who started school eagerly, it was
obvious to everyone who knew him that he was ‘quite bright’, he
excelled at painting and knew a lot more than a lot of children of
four. When he first started school all went very well (despice
having a sister who hated it in the same classroom!) but over the
next couple of years it became painfully obvious that all was not
going ‘to plan' (the school's plan that is!) we weren't very con-
cerned, feeling that lots of other things were important besides
purely academic progress. However, we moved, Andrew changed
schools and then the real problems began. “Andrew is very ‘behind’in his reading", “his maths is very poor" etc., etc. Andrew became
very miserable and as so often is the case, started to get quite
naughty in class. We had no problems with him at home but he did
cry about school quite often. Sian was already deschooled so at
the age of eight Andrew asked and we happily agreed to his leaving
school too.

By now Andrew was so uptight that it took him the best part
of a year to relax and start to write again but he was always busy
with some interest and obviously much happier. 8UT despite thefact that he always had his head in a beok his reading remained
poor and he was frustrated by not being able to read the more mat-
ure books he wanted to read, I read to him to counter this.
Andrew's spelling remained very poor and in fact, to my concern,
appeared to deteriorate in view of the two years that had now
lapsed since he left school. I determined to leave him to develop
as a ‘free child’ but Malcolm and 1 could not rid ourselves of the
worry about the 'lopsided' way in which he was developing. (I
would emphasise Andrew's own frustration). The arguments against
any formal teaching were very strong but we live in a world where
reading opens endless doors and spelling is almost as important.
Andrew certainly thought so. (Unlike our daughter whose ability is
less and is therefore over the moon when now, at twelve, she can
read quite well - it has been a hard struggle but success is sweet
because she has stretched herself to her fullest ability). Andrew
had no such feelings - he was just frustrated and petting angry
foo.

In the end, with a great deal of reluctance on our part, but
enthusiasm on his, we took Andrew to Aston University in Birmingham
for assessment. To cut a long story short, we are now the poss-
essors of the results of a series of carefully worked-out tests
which announced him 'dyslexic'. Andrew's I.Q. is high and, in
fact, on some parts of the test he scored at the level of a six-
teen year old. We all felt ‘relieved’, certainly Andrew's morale
was greatly improved, overnight. lle became a different child -
once more sure of himself. Aston University, realising that
Andrew did not attend school, (they gently suggested a school for

 

 



 
.dyslexic children),provided us with details of the typeof ‘prog-ramme’ of work that should be followed every day without fail.

Aston explained that a dyslexic child needs ‘teaching’ and that it
was impossible for them to pick up spelling, grammar and the rules
of reading without deliberate, caretel teaching. BUT they em-
phasised, I probably couldn't achieve the results required as it
would be a very hard struggle to get Andrew to learn and they
doubted that this could be achieved at home.

I bought the recommended book (Alpha to Omega) and Andrew,
in his desperation to learn, ploughed in with enthusiasm. Andrew
just soaked it up like a sponge, his spelling improved literally
overnight’, we raced ahead, although being thorough and not

missing any sections out. We still have a long way to go but che
improvement has been nothing less than spectacular. So now two
things disturb us: is Andrew dyslexic? Certainly he has been
assessed as such, but if he was, would his progress have been so
fast? There are still problems of course, and it will take a
while - but then there is a lot of the book left to cover! But we
do feel that the likely explanation is that Yes he is slightly
dyslexic (as opposed to severely - which presents very serious
problems) but it could be that in the past children in school were
taught to read and spell by very boring ‘old-fashioned’ methods
with lots of constant repetition (exactly as recommended by Aston
for Andrew) and therefore the majority of slightly or even moder-
ately dyslexic children did learn. Andrew was taught by the lookand say method - but even other methods seldom repeat methodically
the rules of spelling over and over again. This would account for
the rapid increase in the number of dyslexic children coming to
light. There is no doubt that it gives cause for thought!

 

TIME TAPES
Thank you for contacting us - we think TIME TAPES will be
of interest to you.
Recognising the age-old problem of needing instant recall
of mathematical facts, TIME TAPES have produced a cassette
on Multiplication Tables. Each Table is individually
presented with clear verbal instructions for the child to
follow. A learning sequence {1s followed by a programme of
tests at increasing speeds. A challenging Tape!.

Play the Recorder is a cassette and workcards designed so
that children can learn the basics of Recorder playing and
music theory. The teaching programme is taken note by
note; each new step being carefully described and refer-
enced to the diagrams on the workcards which show the
finger positions and the music. See, hear and play along
with the Tape.
Each cassette costs 14.99 plus 50p postage and packing.
TIME TAPES, 127? High Street, Hampton Hill, Middlesex. 25

 



 
 

 

REVIEWS
HEXAGONE is a three part beginners French course, suitable for a
wide ability range. Emphasis is on listening, speaking and reading
skills, with some writing exercises at the back of the books. It
is based on the use of a tape and a pupils' book which I found
cleverly designed to hold interest and speed progress without pres-
sure and with fun, my children love it. It could be used by a
parent without French knowledge (teach yourself!) or like me thepossessor of rusty school French. I thoroughly recommend this pack.
Hexagone 1 - Pupils Book, Tape/Cassette, Teachers Book, also
available are Mauheacts which I haven't used, as I am making myown. Available from Oxford University Press. Reviewed by Julie Duff
ADVENTURES WITH PHYSICS Tom Duncan,Publ. John Murray £1.80.ood science starter book for use at home. Suitable for any ageand describes some useful techniques e.g. cutting glass tubing.Things to make and ‘magic tricks’ rather than the drier scientificexperiments,
HOW THE BODY WORKS Ron Wilson, Publ. Ward Lock £3.95.ery readable, lots of good colour pictures. eric (aged 8) read itout of interest or it could be used as a human biology O-leveltext book.
PEAK MATHS Publ. Nelson. Good maths course from infants to lowersecondary age groups. 10 student books, 5 teachers guides, and 5answer books starting with infant handbook 1.

 

SMP MATHS Cambridge University Press. Sooks A- are the CSE course,ollowed by X,Y,Z2 to get to G-level. books 1-5 cover the O-levelsyllabus. I think that the CSE hooks are probably beccter for homestudy because they are easier to follow and aim at @ more procticalsyllabus. There is always the option of adding books X,Y,Z to reachO-level. Advanced maths books 1-4 go up to A-level. This is modernmaths which is more fun to do than tradicional maths.

 

PHYSICS - A PRACTICAL Al/PROACH D.N. Bishop, Macmillan £3.95.s is the best physics 0-Tevel book 1 have come across, with wellintegrated practical and theory. Most of the experiments can bedone with inexpensive or domestic equipment. Like all physics O-level text books it assumes a knowledge of maths to about O-levelor CSE.
ADVENTURES. aot SERSONICS Tom Duncan, Publ. JohnVENTUR TGTTAL ELECTRONICS Murray. Approx £1.80 each,
Very good you understand a little about electricity and elec-tronics first. 1 am writing a basic electronics course bookletto go with these books. If anyone would like a copy please letme know.
KENT MATHS SCHEME boxed work cards. I have used these in schooland was impressed. Work cards are a good idea because a childfeels that he or she has achieved something each time one iscompleted. Also suitable for several children in a family whomay otherwise want the same book at the same time.

 
(No name was supplied with these reviews, would the reviewer care to supply
his/her name to the next editor for publication. Thanks, - Ed.)



HOW TO BUILD A FLYING SAUCER and otter proposals in speculative engin-
eering. 1.8. Paviicki, Publ. Corgi £2.50. Fascinating book and one
which provides a fantastic incentive to further study,. A tantalisingmixture of fact and speculation which whets the appetite and firesthe imagination. I even found myself looking at prospectuses for
part time engineeering courses at the local technical college.
Suitable for adults and teenagers with a basic science/meccano back-
ground or anyone with a good dictionary, an O-level physics book and
a willingness to learn
BeguTee GRAMMAR Books 1-4, C.E. Eckersley and Margaret Macaulay,
ubI. Longman, about 80p each. Recommended to me by a very good

and experienced teacher and certainly the best I have seen. Book
1 is simple nouns, verbs etc, going up to things like defective
verbs and the present infinitive in Book 4.(No, I didn't know what
a defective verb was until I read the book just now but it seems
quite simple). Written in a clear and interesting way with
amusing little pictures.

HeI TOIIIR FOR KRFITCIORIIARRIIR   

    
   
        

 

                        

 

A POEM FOR HALLOWEEN by BETHAN WILSON
(Age 5)

It's halloween, it's halloween,
The witches make such cackling noises,
that you can hardly speak,
Ya ha ha, Ya ha ha,

They stir the cauldron thick
And bubbling spells of spookiness,
of flapping bats,
of wiggling snakes,
Jumping frogs and toads,
and crawling spiders webs,
She stirs it with cackling magic spells,
They strip up and down in a witchy dance
the cauldron bubbles and simmers,
the chalice gives them strength,
They have sharp potnted nails and sometimes
scratch people,     
Ya ha ha, Ya ha ha. 
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On NOT finishing things Christopher R. Shute.

One of the clearest proofs that Primary Schools are really
about adult anxiety is the belief in the minds of their teachers
that children must be forced to finish what they begin. Anextreme statement perhaps, but I do not make it without careful
thought. As a teacher I have always tended to want to see pupils
pressing on and reaching some sort of conclusion because, in the
bi workd outside, noboby will pay for tentative, bodged-up and
faleccomplotel work,

In the secondary school, where one imagines that pupils have
been induced to accept the broad aims of their course, it isprobably reasonable to lay stress upon "getting the job done",
but is the education of pre-adolescent children in the same mould?1 think noc.

My own childhood was a time of powerful enthusiasms. I
experimented with everything in sight, I tested the physical and
emotional constitution of every object and relationship which
became available to me. | was unable or unwilling to ‘finish’
every ‘task' because, as far as | was concerned, | had ‘finished’
whenever the activity no longer gave me any satisfaction. What
the adult world called ‘finishing’ seemed to me much more like a
formal act of disconnection from the moment's activity, conveying
more than anything else that I had no further need to do it.
‘Finishing’ meant ‘abandoning, losing'; to finish something in
that forced, adult way was to devalue it and to make it no longermine.

The tendency which teachers have to insist on the finished
product seems to be part of a fear lest their children grow up
"feckless’, ‘lazy’ or simply unemployable by reason of Cheir being
unable to produce a completed job. It is time ,1 suppose’ tha
they'must learn someday’, but why at the polden time of their
lives when everything is possible, when nothing is excluded, when
anything can be safely tried and equally safely abandoned, orjust ‘put aside for a time’?

IT would suggest that ‘tidying-up’ is part of the same adule
behaviour; making an end of somethiny and tidying it up may seem
to an adult like mere housekeeping. To a child it can be the
smashing of a universe in which he is god (or at least a king).
Even if he takes his toys out again, he is compelled to remake a
world which his parents have destroyed root and branch. The sad-
ness of that destruction cannot be shared with his parents because
their world is so much less fragile than his.

Finally, is ic not possible that the adult's life-long quesc
for neatness, completeness and totality has more than a little in
common with the life-denying impulses from which unspeakable
regimes of right and left have drawn their inspiration? 1 don‘e
know - but every dictator, every oppressor of recent times went to
school, and as far as order, ‘standards’ and intolerance of
unfinished work are concerned, 1 suspect most school systems are
at bottom similar.
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EDUCATION OTHERWISE
25 COMMON LANE,
HEMINGFORD ABBOTS
CAMBS PE18 9AN

Education Otherwise is a membership organisation
whose principal aim is to provide a support andinformation network for families whose childrenare being educated out of school, for those who
are contemplating such a step, and for those whowish to support the freedom of families to takeproper responsibility for the education ofchildren.
Our principal aims are as follows:

* To encourage the provision of alternative
learning situations outside the schoolsystem.

* To reaffirm that parents have the primaryresponsibility for their children's
education and that they have the right
to exercise this responsibility by
educating them out of school.

* To establish the primary right of
children that full consideration, with
due allowance for their age andunderstanding, shall be given to their
wishes and feelings regarding theireducation.

For further information send a 9" x 4'' s.a.e. to
the address given above.

 



 

June/July 1983
The directors of Michael Harrington Limited are5 pleasedto announcethis, thefirst of our bi-

—— a ie monthly booklists to enable you to purchase
‘ . your educational books by mail. Each list willMichael Harrington Ltd. contain different, tried material which you

should find helpful in the educationof your
BOOKSELLERS children. Please getin touchwith usif you have

any wants or suggestions, and we will be
pleased to help and advise
Your contactwill be Julia Hallett

  

 

 

74 Parchment Street. Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8ATTelephone(0962)53608
 

MATHEMATICS
HEYMATHEMATICS
Acomplete schemefor 6-12 year olds. Each module contains a series of four workbooks, plus a
diagnostic ‘Moon’book, and a Teacher's Book. and also a concept ‘Sun’ bookfor modules 1-5
Modules 3-6 include an answer book

 

MODULES 1—2 MODULES 3—5 MODULE 6
Ages 6-7, 7-8 Ages 8-9, 9-10, 10-11 Age 11-12

Workbooks 1—4 80p 95p £ 1.25
Sun Book5 90p 95p
Moon Book6 75p 75p 75p
Teachers’ Book £5.00 £ 4,50 £ 5.00
Complete set £9.30 £10.25 £11.00
Setofbooks1-6 £4.55 £6.15 £ 640
TABLESTRAIL Colin Cuff
Aseries of three workbooksfor anyone who doesnot know their tables; lighthearted but thorough
Approx. age 7yrs+
Volumes 1,2&3 50peach
MATHEMATICSBANK  K.J. Dallison andJ.P. Rigby
An extremely well thought out series of books leading to 'O'-level They contain verylittle actual
teaching material but rather lead the student througha weaith of carefully designed questions
gradedin difficulty. Excellent whenit might be bestnot to presumeanyparticular method of teaching,
and impossible to clash with prior knowledge. Probably not suitable for a parent who did not himself
do ‘O'-level, | use them in conjunction with Letts ‘Revise Mathematics’
Maths Bank1 £3.95 AnswerBk.1 £4.00 Approx. age 11—12yrs.
Maths Bank2 £3.95 AnswerBk.2 £4.00 Approx. age 12-13 yrs.
Maths Bank3 £4.50 AnswerBk.3 £5.25 Approx. age 13-14 yrs.
Maths Bank4 £5.25 AnswerBk.4 £6.25 Approx. age 14—15yrs.
REVISE MATHEMATICS LettsStudy Aid Duncan Graham
Aconcise revision course for 'O'-level (combined modern and traditional maths. ). Useful for parents:
Age 15yrs+
£3.95
MATHEMATICSFORLIFE GarethLewis
Aslim workbookwithlots of appeal to teenagers whoare not aimingfor 'O'-level but want to do maths
which is relevantto them. My kids havereally enjoyed this book after yearsof loathing maths
£1.25



ENGLISH
 

GINN ‘360’ READINGSCHEME
Acomplete reading schemein 13 levels from
pre-reading to 13 years, including Activity
Workbooksup to Level 10 (approx. 10yrs).
Probably the best modemreading scheme.
Readers Teacher's Resource Books
Level1(6books) £5.00 Level6 (7books) £ 875 Levels 1&2 Levels7&8
Level2(6books) £5.50 Level7 (7books) £ 9.75 Levels3.&4 Levels9&10
Level 3(6books) £5.95 Level8 (7 books) £10.75 Levels 5&6 £6.25each

)Level4(6books) £750 Level9 (Sbooks) £11.25
Level5(6books) £795 Level10(5books) £11.25
Activity Books Set
One of each Activity Workbook
1, 2a 2b,3.4,5,6,7,8,98&10 £975
Much morein the series, which will be featured nexttime
ICANREAD YoungPuffins £1.25 each
Notpart of a specific reading scheme, but attractive bookssuitable for 5—7 year olds
‘Grizzwold’, ‘Danny and the Dinosaur’, ‘Frog and Toad areFriends’,‘Frog and Toad are Together’.
MORE IDEAS Books1and2 EdwardRamsbottom £2.25each
Imaginative and beautifully presented English books. Everything the 8-12's need to know about
writing (and talking) accurate English The exercises are fun to do but still manage to cover all the
grammarone needsto write a really good story
SMUDGEAND CHEWPEN Paul Groves and Nigel Grimshaw
Aseries of books featuring Jim and Anne who make somebad mistakesin their attempts to write
accurate andfluent English The approachis novel and humorous. Suitable for slightly older children
who are notdoing quite as well as they might be
Smudge and Chewpen,bookof exercises for the commonerrors made in
writing £1.75
Smudge and Chewpen Word Book— Vocabulary £2.50
The SmudgeandChewpenTests £1 65
The Smudgeand ChewpenSentence Book £2 10
SmudgeandChewpenLetters £1.95
DEVELOPING COMPREHENSION SKILLS DavidSelf £2.35
This book does precisely whatits title saysit will, using.a variety of passages drawn from newspapers,
cookery books, consumer reports and advertisements. Approx. age 13yrs+
DELIGHTS ANDWARNINGS ed. JohnandGillianBeer £4.95
Adelightful anthology of old and new favourite poems. Theillustrations are enchanting and the book
entices one to read — from William Blake to Spike Milligan. For all ages, but 10's to 14's in particular

MODERN LANGUAGES

 
 

ICANREAD FRENCH PenroseColyer £3.50
This bookis fun, It might be described as a children's phrase book, butitisn't exactly that. It gives you
help with pronunciation and then provides you with lots to read or say in French. A good Introduction to
the language Plentyofillustrations too.

 



 
SCIENCE
 

THE FAMILYNATURALIST MichaelChinery £8.25THEFAMILY SCIENTIST JudithHann £7.95
These books are overflowing with ideas and instructionsfor carrying out experiments at home
Younger children will need some help but the over 12’s should be able totackle them on theirown Nospecial equipmentis needed
WHERETHE WILDGEESEFLY Sheila McCullagh & Peter Scott
Abookwritten especially for children explaining the work of the Wildfow! Trust entres, with colour
photographs and drawingsby Peter Scott. Approx age 10-13 yrs
£1;95

GEOGRAPHY
 

LET’S MAKE MAPS—apre-atlas
workbookproviding a step-by-step guide to
the basics of mapwork
95p
ATLAS ONE—aiirsiatias
£1.50
ATLAS ONE WORKBOOK—
designed expressly for use with Atlas One, a
series of activities and exercises
£1.00
An excellent series, very suitable for E.Oers

HISTORY

ATLASTWO—asecondailas
£2.50
ATLASTWOWORKBOOK—
designedfor use with Atlas Two, this workbook
is ata higherlevel than Atlas One Approx. age
9-13 yrs
£1.00
Answer booksavailable for the workbooks.
£1.35 each

 

BRITAIN’SHERITAGE P.J. Larkin £2.50 each
A deservedly popular series of middie school books which lend themselves well to individual use.
There are questions and things to do at the end of each chapter Approx. age 9-13 yrs
Book1 Old Stone AgetoThe Warsofthe Roses.
Book 2 Tudors and Stewarts
Book3 German Kings from Hanoverto Parliament and Reform
Book4 QueenVictoria to the Welfare State

ALSO IN STOCK
 

LADYBIRDSasreviewed by Annie Wilton-JonesinE O Newsletter26. 60p each
USBORNEBOOKSasreviewed by Betty Bail in Newsletter 26
DINOSAURS(including the Althea books) as reviewed by Helen Holland in Newsletter 28
mainly 95p each

 

 



BOOKS FOR PARENTS
LETTS STUDYAIDSand KEYFACTSfor‘O’-levels
These booksare designed as examination aids, but are very useful for a parent who has become
rusty. The Study Aidsare specifically for revision, the Key Facts are supposed to be used duringacourse
Study Aids: £3.95 each
French, Biology. English. Geography, British
Political & Social History. Mathematics

Key Facts ‘O’-level Passbooks:
(Virtually a comprehensive course
textbook) £1.75each

Nglish Language. Economics
aphy History (Political &

Constitutional), History (Social & Economic
1815-1939) Modern Mathematics, Regional
GeographyBritish isies, Technical Drawing

  
 

Key Facts Model Answers:
(Questions & Answers)95p each
Biology, Modern Maths, English Language,
French, Geography,History (Social &
Economic 1815-1939)
CHEESECRAFT
RitaAsh £5.00
Abrand new, very practical and
comprehensive manualof home cheese-
making. Lots of information on all aspects of
this traditional craft

TO ORDER BOOKS
 

Please makea list of the books which
you wish to order on a separate sheet
of paper. To the total cost, please add
post and packing @ 15%, subject to
aminimum of 50p and a maximum of
£2.50.This also applies to
international postage and packing
Cheques and Postal Orders should
be made payable to ‘Michael
Harrington Ltd.’ Makesure that you
have PRINTED your name and
addressclearly, and then send your
order with remittanceto:
MichaelHarrington Ltd.(ref.J.H.)

Key Facts ReferenceLibrary:
(Small books for quick reference)
95p each
Mathematics, Geography, History (1815-1914)
Biology
Key FactsCards: 95peach
(29 cards ina small wallet for
each subject)
Geometry, Biology, Geography, Economics.
French, German, Latin, History (1815-1914)
History (1914-1946), Regional Geography
English Language,Technica! Drawing.
Macbeth
HOWCHILDREN LEARN
John Holt £1.50
WHAT DOI DO MONDAY?John Holt £2.00
THEGOOD BOOK GUIDEeeBOOKS£2.
Produced with the supportof the Arts Council
Includes a homelibrary check list and over 500
recommended books

IMPORTANTNOTICE
These lists should be treated as
acumulative catalogue SO KEEP
THEM!Anyprice revisionswill
be notified to you in subsequent
newsletters.
We canobtain anything in print (and
checkto seeif itis) so please ask.
Also, we hopeto be able to starta
secondhand bookservice in the
future.
CorrespondencetoJulia Hallett
please. All comments are welcome,
but it would be niceif they were
constructive!

74, ParchmentStreet, WINCHESTER,Hants. SO238AT
Please allow up to 28 daysfordelivery.

 



 

Enclosed are some labels bearing the address of the —_ orale
secretaries, Bruce and Christine Wallace, to be used for themembership forms from now on.

 





 
LETTERS

Dear EOtama newcomerto home
educating, having only been
teaching my son (who waseight yearsold In October) at home since
September. At that time | wished to
enrol for a daytime GCSEart class in a
local community school and planned
to take my son along with me tosit inthe class but do work of his own, |
was however appalled to discoverthat the college which funded my
chosen course did not allow children
and young people underthe age of
16 to be presentin adult education
classes, The reasons given were,| felt,
highly vague and spurious, namely
their insurance did not coverthis
situation (the class wasonly held ina
schoolafteralll), the other adults inthe class might object and anywayIt
wassimply “not their policy”.
| would be very interested to knowif
other EO members have
encountered this situation.
Conversely has anyone beenable to
take their children to classes with
them?
| would add that | have subsequently
found the Workers’ Educational
Association to be considerably more
enlightened:they were happyfor my
son fo accompany me on oneoftheir
courses so long as the course tutor
and the owners of the premises were
in agreement. Sheila Watton

103 Cromarty
OustonChester-le-Street

Co. Durham DH2 1JU
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az
§ Collect together some fir cones,
coloured paper, strong glue and black felt-
tipped pens.1 To make theeyes of each bird, cut out
two small circles from white paper and
use a black felt-tipped pen to draw in the
pupils. .
1 Cut a diamond shape from yellow
paper and foldit in half to form a beak.
1 Glue the eyes and beak into position
at the rounded end ofthe cone.
§ To makethetail, cut thin strips of
paper in a variety of colours and curl
them by pulling across a safe scissor
blade orruler.
4 Load a brush with strong glue and
liberally apply it to one endof the strips
of paper. Then poke the glued ends of the
strips into the openings of the cone at
the pointed end to makea colourful tail.
(Working in pairs will make this tricky
stage easier.)
§ Attach glittery thread or string to the
cone to make a hanging loop.  

 

 



EVENTS
SCHOOLSCOTLAND: This is an idea we arehatching. Ideasso far:
1 To be held in Glasgow, one Saturdayin March 1988
2 First speaker to give Information on
different exam options: GCSE,Standard Grade,City and Guilds....any
other suggestions?
3 Aserles of 30 mins chaired
discussions on topics e.g. sciencelearning without expensive
equipment, whento sit exams, tutors& correspondencecollegesetc.
4 The subjects of these discussions
could be introduced by 2 peoplegiving 5 minute accounts of their own
experiences and then opening to the
floor, This requires several home
educators who have experience to
offer to start us off - will anyone
preparedto help let me know.
Suggestionsfor topics are needed.
§ Venue onoffer is donation only -
good news!
61 would like to finalise dates and
speakers by mid January which
meansasking you to think this through
in the middle of Christmas
preparations- sorry, Anyone
interested please send meas.a.e, If
we have a big enoughresponse to
justify booking venue andall the
organising involved, I'll aim to send
out details of when and whereby the
endof January
7 Any advice or suggestions gratefully
received, we've not donethis before.
Claire Young,3, Wyvis Place,
Middleton Park,
Irvine, Ayreshire KA11 INA
Phone (01294) 218562

There will be an EO weekend camp
on May 15th - 17th 1988 at Monkton
Wylde Farm, Charmouth, Dorset. This
is a beautiful site, just 3 miles froma
lovely beach at a quiet and secludedspot amongst 300 acres, with
playground,free hot showers,toilets
and launderette, 1/2 mile from A35
and 3 miles from mainlinetrain station.
Events planned include beach games
with a Bar-B-Q and get together with
local EO members at Monkton Wyide
Court, Only £13 per family. Somerooms may be available at a
separate price, For information pack
and booking form please send AS
$,0.8, to:
Andy Blewitt,69, Ripley Road,
Belvedere,
Kent DA17 5AH
0181 3060168 aannd@memail.com
 

LOTTERY
lam pleased to say our application

for funds from the Lottery to produce}
some guidelines to be distributed to
the LEAs throughout the UK has been

successful, The guidelines
themselves have again been

delayed due to some rethinking on
how the law applies to home
educated children and we are

taking advice onthis.
Priscilla Park Weir   
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PUBLICATIONS
YOURbyJohn HoltThis bookIs backin stock. It confronts
head on the common objections to
home education and offers practical
guidance to would be educators. This
inspirational bookis a must.
206 pages, members’ price £4.50

x : by Jean Bendell
EO hasreprinted this personal
account of Jean’s experience of
educating her own daughters at
home and of how she and her
husband reachedtheir decision, As
well as being a ‘good read’it
contains practical information andis
an authoritative and informative work
by someone whohasstudied the
history, philosophy and practise of
education.
204 pages, members’ price £5.00

by Grace Llewelyn
Although you may obtain this book
from a bookshop, we are stocking
some copies as a service to
members. Bookshopprice £5.99,
members’ price £5.50.

R : by SEGSarah has made a small book of hercartoons and for those who are
“Archie” fans, this isa must.
32 pages, members’ price $3,00
Please add £1.00 postage andpackingto all orders and send to
Chris Harper.

 

URGENTcial ne:
support

Atthe last EO meeting | was asked to
organise a get-together of people
who haveoffered to be part of a
special needs team. Leslie Belgium is
kindly holding the fort at present, but
we do need to develop a network of
members (plus others with special
knowledge) who canoffer
information and support to the
increasing numberoffamilies joining
EO with special requirements.
You mightfeel ableto join Lestie’s list
of telephone contacts on specific
issues; you might be well informed on
legal aspects (or are prepared tobecomeso); you mightlike to
maintain an information database
(could the person offering this please
contact me); or you might be happy
to write a small piece to Inform
members of specialist support groups
that they too can home educate...Could those who haveoffered help
so far please contact me a.s.a.p.!!
Likewise anyone else who might be
interested. Thanks.

GwenBaldock,6, Villa Grove,
Heworth Green,York YO3

Telephone (01904) 421 9:
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THROUGH
From the Guardian: October 27th 1997 - Thank you to the writer of this reply,
whoeveryou are! (Sent by Sarah Guthrie)
Take him seriously
!tisa fallacy,often fostered by
officialdom, that schoolis com-pulsoryin Britain, Your parental

responsibility under the 1944
Education Act is to secure for your
son a suitable,full-time education
“by regular attendance at school, or
otherwise”, Thousands are educatedoutside the schoolsystem.Your son has let you knowin no
uncertainterms that he was miser-able at school. You can help him bytaking this message seriously andacceptingthat schoolis not for him,
atleast not in the short term.Tell
him that there is no question ofhim
going to school while he’s so unhappy
aboutit. Thealternative — your sonbeing defined as a “psy” case, at asvulnerablea stage as adolescence —
is too awful to contemplate.

‘To rebuild his self-confidence, he
needs you to have confidence in him
and stop seeing him as the problem.
Free yourself from the mind-set,
dominantin oursociety, that sees
his nonconformity regarding schoolattendance as failure on his part or
yours. We'd dismiss as ridiculous
the idea that everyoneis suited to
similar employment, yet herd our
children through an increasingly
uniform education system.

You will have to make alternative
arrangements for your son’s educa-tion, This need not be as dauntingas it sounds. Ina similar position
four years ago,| received excellent
support from theself-help organi-sation Education Otherwise.(Send
an A5 sae to Education Otherwise,
PO Box 7420, London N9 9SG or
call thehelpline on 0891 518303.)

Like mine, your son should bene-fit from the experience oftaking
more responsibility for his own
learning andbeing fully involved in
decisions, You will also be building
sure foundations for your future
relationship by avoidinga “battle-ground” model ofparenting.
Name and address withheld

Theproblem
Six months ago,ourson, then 14,refusedtogo to school. He hadexcellent reports
fromevery teacher, buthadbeen bullied.

Thenhesaidhe'dfallen outwith friends and
onewasignoringhim.He nowstaysbarricadedinhisroomwiththecurtains closed,watchingTVand
eeHecomesoutonlytohave abathor

      


