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In
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usuiet hall,

quiet nouse,
auiet street,
quiet town,

quigt city,

auiet world,

I heard a little robin

Singinz to ME.
’ By Kirsten Marie Green.
Age 9.

BUTTERCUPS IN THE SKY Q
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T see tutiercups in ‘he sunshine

with 2 1lizht shising Zown:

the birds sinesing nerrily, 0
the flowers beginning to grow.

1 The zoo is in Sown,

the lions and ~i-1ff°s'
l and fhere's a house nearby
with friend dallv living in-
She works in 0ldham.

Helena Blackwell. Age 4.
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Editorial The Editors
Impressions of an EO week Margaret Allen
Berkshire news Peggy Holland
Regions news

Unstone grange week—end Sue Hart

More regions news

Kipper ad.

Teaching older children at home. Roy Gilbert

A teacher sees the light C.R. Shute
How do you recognize an E0 parent? John Elenor
Computers otherwise, Betty Ball
Socially deprived or social deprivation M.Hammersley-Clark
Quote for Peace Ewan Dowie
Bducation for Peace Lesley Dowie
Article Karl Svarc
Poems

Ads

Letters to the Eds

Adverts

Draw prizes winnera list Betty Ball

E0 draw saves a newsletter Betty Ball
notices

An invitation from the treasurer Alison Mathanm
Please read this "

Minutea ¢f the core grouv .

B weekend John Elenor
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The editor for the next issue is Midge ‘hitelegg

53 Derwent road, Lancaster, LAT 2E3. tel: (0524) 631 75.

All copy should arrive by Ist of September and should
be clearly marked " For publication ".
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Please note that the ideas expressed in this issue are not necessarily
those of the Editors, the Core group or the 20 membershin in general.
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When we decided to edit the Newsletter T think we all Imagined that we could exersize
our creative and editorial powers to z wondrous degree, so it was something of a come
down to realise the limitations upon us and the wholly practical skill editors need,
especially considering the fashionable new super slim style. In spite of this,
however, it has been an enjoyable and Instructive experience I urge others to try,

AXD we have read the newsletter before any of you! (An imnocent pleasurs in these harsh
times.) We have even read some interesting articles for which we had no room, which
will probably appear in future issues,

"We" are some Nottingham Members with lovely E,0. children. Together we read and
chose articles. Karl and Carolyn Svarc did typing, Helen Fletcher arranged the format
and I was ascribed the happy lot of first page spokesperson. Considering T have
nothing of earth-shattering importance to say (at the moment) it sits easily with me
I must confess.

You might feel it to be an interesting educational experience to design your own
illustrations in any neglected spaces, but you will probably be so interested in the
articles that you will not need to be entertained! We hope you find what you like
in this co-operative issue, As mere blameless tools cof our materizl we welcome any
praise forthcoming.

Helen Fletcher,
Karl and Carolyn Svarc,
and Barbara Clohessy.

P.S. We have been able to extend the number of pages a little bit. Thanks for the
many many contributions!!!
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Impressions of an EQ0 Week in North Wales

The taxi driver has 6 children under five ("My mother thinks
1 am an animal"!) and 1 can't get the gate to the (Qzanam Centre
open, Hardly an auspicious start to a week in Llanllyfni with
40 other adults, teensgers, children and babiss, But a3 hot meal : Z
and a warm welcome (or should it be the other way round?) auait S 2

us. Vg2l
2 1ad

1 enjoy my aearly encounters with intsresting and seemingly T
dynamic penple witn talent anc rascurces tc share (and same pretty, - .53
unusual names too!) The following day, exhzusted from the : :

Jjournsy and lack of sleep, David Leland's film an a family's g
struggle with the Education Authorities and the Courts upsets me,/:

The ice is broken by a five-ysar-old's attampts to watch
the women in the snower ("1 can see your willies, all of theam")
and 1 forget the snores, the scratchy blankets and the creaking
bunks, I begin tp relax and am both cheerea and stimulated
by the NVDA (Non-Violent Direct Acticn) worksheops (esven the
Desert Island dilemmas).

Computers, country dancing, cookery (do Jack and Staphen
really never wash their hands?); maths, electronics, crsative
writing. Thare's stream-padaling, puppet-making, glitter and
glue. A windswept afternocn on the beach, a slate guarry,
fleating glimpses of Snowdon through the mist and my youngsest
wants toc go to the potty - sorry, pottery - again, Discussions "
by tha open fire, chilly daun breakfasts and gigalas in the 4
kitchen when it's our turn tc feed a0s. Endless (delicious)
vegetarian burgers, but never enpugh haked hsans! Indians in
igloos, and small weliies full of mud, To cap it all, an
eya-catching hobble hat and ... and ... Simon's shorts!

fverywhers people are kind, genlle, enthusiastic and
1 supportive and, by tha end of the wesk, ] feel convincaed

» ~ . sy T T A0 e
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Somewhat sashfully wve've emerceéd from our sryealliz ... and I'a .
revorting osur thir< mesting vhichwas a liature Walk and vaterplay ooy

at the Clitherve's souse (5 {I1la Cormer Sotsages, ''peoer Zasilden).

It was a very happy day for all of the six farillies who came. Apart

from lilcholas Clithercs 31l %he eindliren were uncer Z.

The Clitherces providec 4 map cf their faveurite Icesl walik. It took
us through oak, beech and pire woods, through a J183d of tullccxs and
another of wheat, throuyn an overgrown stretch of common and several
foorpaths and a evountry lane. We collectea and tried to dentily
caterpillars, snails (whicn escaped) stinkhorns, foxgloves, crasescill,

blauder campion, eglantine, elderflouwer, pinsnesdles, oxeye daisies,

ferns anz a large collection of small pebbles courtesy of the under 215!

We picnicked on the lawn -rith inevitable mishaps of small people sitting
In plates of food whilst foreping Zor themselves amongst Lne scrars.

The sprinkler provided ancther asur =f fun in the aZlernocn [ollowed by
2 grand sessicn of teapartl:s/suc pies; and pouring sessions o7 tas Lack

door tan. e were ghown arsund tihe Mendy Fouse “fuseum {curators

&2
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Nicholas and Jonathan Ciitharoe) with its impressive csallastion of

local archeology from the garden.

.
There was a receipe-swapping session for the cooks over a largely vegar/
vegevarian tea (vingch wus dekicious) cefcre we made our way drowzily
tome happaly planninz our next 20 egcounter on Au;ustmat Srdnner

Tizﬁ-ie, Stcve Row, 3outh Cxon ... the Hollands ssve defected %o Serksaire...
) O O O O o

WEST IIDTCTRS "EHICM. ‘he cummor Tathering i1l
be neld In Camnon =I1l Park, 2ismig~ksm, Leet at
eround L£.009ine outcide the Wect Nidlands ip+s
Cent>e (inside i7 =wet)on Zaturdey 20 ~u-uste Ilew
memeers nave joined since the last meeting, so
his will be a ehznce to shrre idess, hones and

foroblems, ond Tor %he children 4o enjioy the Park.

; Other revions ralcores 2ipm 021 772 7155 Zor
directionce

___0e0500000"

General advice available from a qualified teacher for those who
either wish toﬁ or have to ) organise structured lessons or time
tablea for their children.

Also independant assessment of primary English and Maths, by poat,
80 that you know how and whera to start. For older children I do
regular coaching in "O" level English language, if you would like
to do a kind of correspondence course with me (books and syllabus
at your own expense, accordind to which exam board you choose).

If anyone is interested, please gend S5.A.E to

Veronica Coath, 77, Oak Hill Road, 3evenoaka, Kent.(Kent Co-ordinator).
Charges will be very reasonable.
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"Cun we come again next wee :end?’' cald Pexnyf) as we arove

away from linstonc Grange. “«0 is briliant” was written on s

bit of paper I found in the Unstone Grange dining room, &and [
think most of the chilaren on the weekend would have agreed,
The house &s bipg and old with plenty of room for children

to run freely indoors and outdoors. Cne¢ of the best fasatures

as rar as the cailuren were conzerned was = fire escape ladder
leading from the vorch up throuzh a trapdser into a batnrooml
Thero were some loosly erganised activities for any children
who wanted to join in - hend susnei melking, painting, musicel
games, cricket, a treasure hunt, owl nsllet disecting, computer
srogramming; wood chooping, fthe rust of the tine tae canilaren
orgeniscd thamseives inteo small grouds of bosom frisnas wao
spent 2 lot of time rus.ang about togethner, there was very
little argument among the children and tney all seemed full
of joy most of the timse.

There were various #0 business meetings goinz on during the
weekend which I attsnded narts of - it was interesting to ses

how loosly structurad 30 has been, and how few menbzsra tale

any part in running iz,

One evening there was a demenstration o matns games, angther
8 discussion of early reading schemes and methods, feor any
parents who wished to attend. -

The nlace for discussing »ersoncl =¢ problems turned out to be
the kitchen, and most parents had tne opportunity vo air any
loubts they had zbout their own methods fo a sympathetic ear,
I wes delegated to write about the Unstone arange wcekend
because T have never besn te an 30 gatnerine before, and T

was rat_her as-rehensive about it, Je only uscided to o us
ocur son sometimes sesmns lonely and we taouzhi he would enjoy
it - he certainly did J Je exgX< enjoyed it too. The atmos-

phere was very relaxed and friendly and the house Ls so big

¢n2t there was no ne2d te shit to ~eorle if e dicn't waat to.




Betty Zall, who organised almost all tae enilircnt'sy setivities
and Jose;ves a medal, asked me to arrance something. I relt
dauntod but when sae said "olaydoush" I thought I could
manage. I was wrong 2- iy playdouzh went slimy ana dlcgusting

and had to be dissosed of liumanely,

So don't be shy - attend an 30 weeitend, ospecially ir it's at
eveén
Unatone Grange, and[volunccer to do somctiiin; ewen - you can't

do worse than me | S{LL }LM‘t_
QeceDece (D)

WEST YORSHIRE WEWS.

We held our first meeting since the losa(not bereavement, Thasten
to add.) of our last co-ordinater, Ivan Sokolov, and it says much
for his powers of organisation that he kept things going while

we had for some months since. Anyway we hope to keep the momentum
now we started and our first meeting was around a "theme' of board
games.Six fanilies attended and the children enjo¥ed games of a
wide variety including backgammon, yahtzee,bingo(!)and many more.
Next we are holding a meeting for parents only (27th of June) with
a view to planning a few meatings in advance and orgzanising some
form of fund raising to finance meetings and outings. Even during
the absence of meetings we have kept in touch on a personal level
and I'm sure we have the basis of a yery good group. (0Of course
Yorkshire peovle are always friendly!). Linda Cooper,co-ordinator.

AHE WALLACE3 HIZHLAID W
We 211 had a suver week.It only rzined onte- a miracle in these
parts.We had picnics; exvlored the sea shore; wandered around; sat
talking for hours; and sampled each others hone made wine.

In Diabaig all the kids spent hours on the beach playing in an old
lifeboat : there were dramatic rescuecs at sea; cosy family meals

in the cabin; and battleships all over the place! ¥irsty says her
best bit was 'playing with all the other kids on the old boat and
Cavin was the funniest bit being the ship's monkey'.

One nicht was goent at the youth hoastel at Crais - a thre: mile .walk.
There we paddled and splashed ir the river and followed up with a
communal meal before bed. Calum says that his best bit was ' throw-
ing huge boulders off the bridge into theriver and making ginor-
mous splooshes'.

It was 80 quiet after everyone had rone. Maybe they'll all come

back néxt year and stir us up again

Bruce and Christine.

STIOP PREGSscnnerweaee ITOP PAE3SiwessesvanSTOP PRESSiacvsossonas

Please note .John Elenor's new address:
3I Anson Road
London Nw2
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TEACHING OLDER CRILDAEN AT HOME, A NEW APPROACH Z.ceeee

When a family decides to deschool its children how does it tackle
the problem of teaching them specialist subjects? Some ED menmbers
may say that there are no subjects only knowledge so I confine. =y
remarks to those parents who are considering providing their children
with '0' or 'A' levels outside the confines of the School syatem.

The chances that an EO parent could provide a wide range of subjects
from his/her own resources is the stumbling block of this kind of
home education.Some parents have the personal resources to teach a
limited range of subjects, others orovide their children with a tutor,
others stil will have bought in Correspondence Courses which consist
of the course material and postal contact with a tutor who marks and
comments on all assignmenis and homeworks, It is not easy to ask your
:gggg a question and response is necessarily slow and lacks sponta-
An intereating recent development in the colleges of Purther Education
is.Distance Learning. Students enrol for the course of their choice-
there\is no set time for enrolment , buy a learning packaze direct from
the Collerg and are assisned to a tutor. The student then works at
home on the course, telephoning the tutor for help when necesszary,
submitting work for marking and coming along to the college for ver-
gonal tutorials or to meet in small srouvs. Thus peonle. who cannot
enrol for conventional full-time and part-time courses, for instance
nurses, long distance drivers, oil-rig workers, and anyone doing
shift work, because of the nractical difficulties caused by their
jobs can gain access to Purther Education by this more flexible
system. However, in addition to those who find difficult in fitting
into the conventional course pattern becatise of the job they do,
there are those people who may find it difficult to become full-time
students after several years out of the school system and for whom
Distance learning could wvrovide the answer to their educational needs.
The idea of Distance Learning will alreeady be familiar %o those who
Know hoy the Tnen University onerates. The 0.U, started in response
tc a need for Education at Bégree Level ftc be more accessible~ less
remote- to ordinary veonle. The similarity between the 0.7, and
Distance Learning is c¢lear enough; the Colleges of Further Education
are attemoting to make the courses they offer more acressible by
adopeing a student - centred avproach and a large aeasure of fle-
xibility. Thus the system will be made to fit in with the student
rather than making the student fit inte the sysiem.

It may well be that 'deschooled! 16 year -nlds would find this style
of course quite acceptable esnecially if they hadn't been to school
in some years as the amount of contact with the College is limited

by the studeht.

What of younger children? The Further Education system doesn't cater
for those under I6, so this system would not be available to the
'deschooled' I4 year-old, however distance learning materials do
exist at '0' level, etc in a wide range of subjects from a number of
sources of which the National Extension College is a good sxample.
Thus there is material available for the I4 year-old which could pro-
bably be made available throurh R0 at a worthwhile discount as a
membership service., I believe Distance Learning could benefit many

E0 families and T would like to sugrest that as an Organisation
Education Otherwise could provide the structure for a system of




volunterrs who wouli be the tutors in a Jistance learninz systen
similar to the one which I have descridad but adanted to the snecial
ne~ds od BC members.

Por deschooled children the greatest difTiculty is of‘en said to bde
social isolatinn (since the peer gtoup svends its time beaverinz away at
achool) and in a rural County this isolation is usually compounied

by the fact that 20 families are thin on the ground anyway. The tutor
would provide a focus for children and families who would otherwise

not meet. The children would be ih telenhone contnct with the tutor

and perhavs more invortant, with each other discussinz difficulties
and helpinr and suovorting each other. Tutorials would give an opDOTr=

tunity for the children to me=t and sort out their vroblems directly
with the tutor.

I often felt that T would like to be doing sonmething to help other 20
families educate their children, in my case, with Maths and 3tatistics.

erhaps many of us who have included academic subjects on the Reséurces
ist would feel the same way and would be willing to contridbute their
tine and talent to such a scheme?
FPinally, I wonder wether a voluntary tutor system would& be helnful
to the varents of much younger children. The tutor might advise the
varents on the choice of books, the subject matter and on methods
and concents or mizht work directl: %to heln the child where this was
vossidle.

I would welcome comments on the validity and vracticality of these
suggestions. In particular, I would be glad to hear from any Norfolk

families who are interested in participating in such a scheme,

ROY GIL3ERT, Cherry tree cottaze,
Morley field lane, Morley Saint Botolph
Wymondham, Norfolk.

oooOOOO

»»s ) TEAGER SEES THE LITHT' wes

STANDING AS 1 OFTEN DO IN FRONT OF LNNILLING AND REBELLIOUS CHILDREN | RS MYSELF WHETHER
! HAVE ANY RIGHT 70 B 4 MOWBER OF EDUCATION OTMERWISE. I AM A TERCHER AND HAVE EEEN FOR 23
YEARS. I SEE NO IMPEDIATE PROSPECT OF DOING OTHER THINGS, MY QUALIFICATIONS ARE PECULIARLY
USELESS TDME IN ANV OTHER WALK OF LIFE - A NONDESCRIFT GENERAL DEGREE AND A TERCHER'S
CERTIFICATE AWARDED IN THAT STRANGE TRANCHE OF THE EARLY SIXTIES WHEN 17 WAS FLMOST IMPOSSIBLE
TO FAIL. | WAVE HAD A CHEDUERED AMD NOT ASTONISHINGLY SUCCESSFLL CAREER, AND [ HAVE PROBAELY
DONE MORE HARY THAN GOOD SINCE THE DAY SOME FIFTEEN YEARS AGO WHMEN I AEALISED THAT WHILST ANY ‘
IDIOT CAN CONTROL CHILOREN AND GET THEM TO DO MORE OR LESS SCHOLRSTIC WORK, THE SPECIAL THING
WHICH IS EDUCATION CALLS FUR CLOSENESS, LOVE, LISTENING. TOUCHING.

IT USED TO WORRY ME THAT, RS R TERCHER ! WRS [NVOLVED IN WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY MICROCCSMIC
FASCISM. | SUPPOSE [T STILL DOES, ESPECIALLY WHEN I HAVE SPENT THE GREATER PART OF A LESSON
SIMPLY HOLDING THE CHILDREN DOMN.




FIR A PEASON IN MY 20SI7I0N, THEN, €05 33 D IFFER A WRY N WRIC [ DA TRRE ANET N
AN EDUCATIONAL  VENTURE [N WHIDH REAL PECPLE AKE DOING SUCTESSFIALY WwedT [ ANOW THE SCHOOLS
'mm TO BE J0UMG. THIS GIVES ME HOPE THAT [NE DAY THE MAIDRITY OF PRRENTS AND TEAHCERS WiLL
REALISE A STMALE TRUTH WHICH INPRESSES (TSZLF ON M€ 30 INGISTENTLY. IT IS TWIS: EDUCATION IS
FOR THE CHILDREN AND FOR NOBODY ELSE. IT ISN'T FUR THEIR PARENTS. ACR FOR THE AUTHORITIES. IT
ISN'T FOR THE TEACHERS AND ABOVE ALL IT ISN'T FOR 'SOCIETY', SCCIETY WS CLAIMS ON WHAT THE
CHILDREN BECOME, THAT TwZY SHOULD BE RBLE TO AVOID HARNING CTHERS, SUT IT HAS NO NATURRL RIGHT
70 DETERNINE BY WHAT ROUTE AN INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVES ADULTHOOD.

THIS REALTSATION MWAKES ¥ PRESENT POSITION A MOST ECUIVOCAL (NE. 7T CAWNOT SIMALY 'CET

CONSTRUCTIVE BETRAYAL OF MY CONVICTIONS.
WHAT, THEN, ARE THOSE CONVICTIONS?

FIRST, THAT EDUCATION IS A CHILD'S RIGHT AND #IS PARENTS' REAL TITY,
SECOND: THAT EDUCATION IS FOR THE OHILD'S BENEFIT ALDNE, AND THEREFORE THAT ANY PART OF
IT WHICH THE CHILD FINDS BARREN AND REBASBATIVE HE 15 ENTITLED TO LEAVE UNTCUCHED.

QUT" BUT EVERY DAY | SPEND IN THE TEACKING PROFESSION. WORKING WITH UNWILLING CHILDREN, IS A ' l
THIRD: THAT THE CHILD IS THE ONLY CNE WHO CAN DETERMINE WMAT HE NEEDS TD XNOM OR D0, a0
TRGE RESPONEIBILITY FUR MEETING THAT NEED BY THE USE OF WIS IMPEDIATE RESQURCES.
FOURTH: THAT RILLTS ARE FACILITATORS AND PROVIDERS. NOT CONTROLLERS, +
FIFTHe THAT BEYOND PROTECTION:, LOVE MND MATERIAL PROVISION. THE EDUCATOR'S ONLY

RESPONSIBILITY IS 70 LISTEM: EXPLAIN AND CLARIFY,
SINTHy THAT VICIOUS, SELFISH AND UMSOCIARLE EESRVIOUR IS (RMERALLY R PERCTION TO N

OPPRESSIVE ENVIRONMENT. 4
THE LAST POINT 15 A FRIGHTENING ONE. I DISCOVERED THIS SIMALE TRUTH FOR MYSELF WHEN *
CHILOREN WH0 WERE IACONTROLLARLE IN THE CLRSSROOM WOLLD SEEK ME (OUT AND COMVERSE MITH GRAVE |

|
1
y
i

COURTESY AND GENTLENESS WITHIN MINUTES CF A SCREAMING DLASSROCH ROM. [ ASKED WYSELF THEN AND !
ASK NYSELF BAIN NOW WHT SORT OF A RALF-CONSCIOUS COMANITY WOULD INVEST MILLIGRS OF POUKDS |
IN SHUTTING UP ITS YOUNG IN R PLACE WHERE THEY FEEL AN UNCONTROLLABLE URGE TO BE LIKSOCIRBLE,

I THING | CAN SUN UP MY FEELINGS RBOUT SCHOOLS WITH A SIMPLE mTE.SG'EOFD{l
"WORST' OF THE CHILDREN W-OM | HAD SIGNRLLY FRILED 7O 'TERCH' CAME 70 ME ONE DAY 70 TALK. ONE
OF THEM SRID. GUIETLY AND WITHOUT INSOLENCE, “ME WATE MR X HE LIKES HURTING PEDPLE.* JUST
THAT. WY REPLY NAS EDUALLY SHORT AND TO THE FOINT. *1 DON'T. WHO DO YOU TRKE NOTICE OF IN THE
CLASSROOM, HIM OR ME2*

ND ANSHER NAS NECESSARY, AND NOME MAS GIVEN. ’ CRSUT.




HOA 1O YOU RECUGNIZE AN E.O. PARENT?

John Elenor

The answer is that you probably dont. The diversity of attitude, philosophy

and life-style among its members is & standing joke, making it particularly
difficult to give pat answers to journalists. It is possible, though, to
discover certain categories into which the majority of parent-members will

fit, however uneasily. This article is based on research done by Sandra Blacker

in 1981, for her MA in Education.

On the basis of 16 interviews and 84 questionnaires (out of a membership at

that time of around 450), Sandrsa suggests three categories of parents to which

she gives the provocative xxtxwxx labels ‘'Competitors','Compensators' and 'kebels':
Even without knowing quite who fits inte which category, it is interesting to

note the proportions in each:

Competitors: 5 interviews, 5% of questinnnaires
- Compensators: 10 " 45% "
Rebels: 1 " 20% "

'Competitors' are those who see themselves in competition with the schoocls.

They are mostly middle-class, with the apility to take maximum advantage of any
system; they refer to "good educational practice" (with the implicaticn that
schools generally dont follow it), they are prepared to take on the teachers

role and will employ tutors for areas - especially music = where they feel they
lack expertise; their teaching follows the 'transmissive' method, though they
make their planning flexible enough to follow the childs particular interests

in a way that can transcend traditicnal subject-boundaries and include wide areas
of knowledge. They see education as a "mustery of knowledge", and emphasize the

meta-skills which are seen as basic to all l=arning.

'Compensators’ are those who withdraw their children from school in response to
problems that the school wont or cant deal withj these include bullying, fear of
school, bright child being frustrated, and the use {or over-use) of corporal
punishmant. The parents aim to compensate their child for what they frel the
school should give but doesnt; their use of tutors and correspondence courses

is similar to the Competitors, though they are more concerned with balance than
with breadth in the curriculum. Their view of education is "manpower to equip

peopls to do jobs"; their children oftan return to school when the problem has

been solved.
. /contd,




'hkebels' are those who reject what schools usually stand for, at the sume time
favouring ‘alternative' life-styles. Their belief in e=lf-regulation and
#utonomous education often brings them into conflict with the LEA, especially if
there is no formal planning and the content is left to the child. They view
education as a "social service", and prefer the 'facilitator' role to that of

‘expert'.

The other findings of this research confirm what one had always suspected; it is
"“the milieu rathar than the method" that is responsible for the childs success:
most of the chilaren are of primary age (my own gquick survey of the latest Contact
List puts it at 49%, with 21% of secondary age, and 0% under five); it is mostly
the zother alone who supervisas the educstinn, somatimes regulting in loss of
income (though noone has reported giving up home education because the financial
burden was too great); very few parents regard lack of resources as a disadvantage,

though the lack of socialization is a constant WOTTY.

As far as the authorities are concerned, EQ parents have litile impact on the
system; they ars regarded by administrators as an irritant, out of propartion to
their pnumbers. (NB: this was in 1921; the current rumblings f{om Gwent - see
'Education Through The Press' in the June newsletter - suggest that the attitude
is changing). Nonetheless, the educational exparience gained by such parents

could be of great value to schools =~ how soon will they be prepared to make use

of 4t? OOOOOOO

l " Computers Ctherwise

A large nunbe; of people have now got a home cccputer. Some have
a lot of expsrtise also. Yet cthers need help. This newgletter is not
really the place to put tiaese two groups together. So I am prop.sing tu
atart a newsletter just about Coaputer Education to be uelfrinaﬁcing.
I am preparing iesue number 1 and hope it will grow with your help and
ideas. If you wish to receive this send 4 x large s.z.s,'s and £l (oheguss
made out to E.Ball) to cover duplicating costson let 4 icsues.edee Also
8 postcakd with details of interested individuals(including children +
their ages). State clearly if Jou have a computer which make and your
expertise. Offers of help in producing newsletter required. Send also
‘ artioles, educational programmes, or just cries for heip tp
i Betty Zall, 1 Fenton Read, Warboys, Hungingdon,Caabs.

o 70
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and tney said unt- him, "Teacher teach us,"
Learning «nd that gaine: from it knowlegye is not something thut can be taugnt
but =« rhythem whicn must be follow-d. Knowledge is not an accumul-tion of
facts but & way of being, not becoming, aw-reness though self knowledge.

To kriow oneself in the sziritusl and m=terial world and our place in nature
which is the pe-rl of grest price, this is the way of the Buddha.

To léve in the spirituul, we must also live in the political. If we live
in the light then surely we must shed that light. May all ofus sned thzt light
and not the warped twisted world we see.

AS THE SFIRIT LELDS
DIG THE GARDE:
PLANT THE SERD.

And as he lcft the summer sun darcened and hic light was cast uoon the
Earth no more.

WILL THE MaSTER COME?
We are all teschers on different levels,

Mili - CEILD
CHIID - MAN

Iife is 2 continuous circle,
a movement of one event into znotner.
The first becomes the last,
And the last first.
The disciple follows his teacher
to find his true self
&t it's highest level.

But T would s=y, with all faith and conviction that tne child is tne teacher
to the man, the child is pure emothkon without rights and wrongs. Let us not
twist such a fregile state witn our morality. Rarther, let us watcn them grow
and develop into maturity. ILet us leazrn from their play the secrets of joy.

Tne laughter of an unblemised soul above all let us learn to be truly HMUM:N.

So the children play, fetch wood for the stove, play guitar, help meke the
pine tables and bookcases, make stcries to pictures in books, take photos,
play Micks Bess, visit friends.

WE DIG THE G RDEM
TEEY PLART TEE SEEDS.
Dance, sh yes dance,
DANCE, Joy, LIFE.

To become yoursclf , far beyond the confines of what you or I thought we
could be,

This is life, This 1= Education.

A never ending process of one event le~ding to another.

This section is from a book of poems and thoughts by Karl Svarc, to be finished
sometime early 1983.

We welcome correspondence.

Karl Svare,
4 Main Street, Shelton, Nr. Newsrk, Kotts.
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A FOEM FOR PFACE
\ Lesley m, Downije

\ 2 March 1983
The bomb is a symptom
Of our ailing society

The bomd
Is a symptonm
Of our ailing world.

The world is sick
With selfishness and suspicion
The world is pained
! With greed end competion.
Where there is injustice
There can be no peace
The world is feverish with our fears.

We munt cure the diseana
Not Just treat the symptom.
Banning the bomd

“ill nct give us peace.

The disease is within us all;
Let us start with you and me.
The cure is within us all;
There can be no other WAy o

The treatment is built out of trust and understanding
It is built out of respect for all life

The treatment is built out of cooperation and sharing
It is founded on justice and love in the world,

.

The cure will take time;
But it is the only way

_ To %ACE- O O O O-.Oﬂ e

ZHE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

I'm a tree

reaching up to the sky,
reaching up to where the birds fly.

I'm a tree
with my roots in the ground
holding me steadfast, firm and proud.

I'm a tree
with branches that ustle
when the wind blows through far from city bustle.

I'm a tree
growing in every direction
and I know more than standard education
for I talk with the sky, the ground and the wind
and I've learnt the secrets of nature's mind.
Yes I know the secrets of every nation
all the truth since the dawn of creation
for I'm a tree

‘ﬁcza.nd vou'd do well to listen to me.

A3
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Fatherine ¥olamen
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@ We would like to set up a small E.0./ ecological life style minded community (3-4 families
maximum). The obiect is to create a stimulating living and working enviroment for
both adults and children.

Our strategy at oresent is to nurchase a larpe country house in the lake District/
Scottish Borders area (Price ¢.f£80.000), to create sepverate family units as well as
communal use of workshoos, gorden etc. Preferably those interested would have specific
skills and business exoerience which would be supvortive of the lifestyle envisazed.
Mutual support and interaction is considered to be a major objective in setting up
such a group.

Enquiries. (0900) R26676

® We are an exvending family, (Henry-9months, Sarsh - 2 years, Kerri-25 vears,
Tim - 36 years), at present living in South London., Tim is Deputy Head at a local
Primary School and although he has found much of his work rewarding, is now feeling
that the time has come for change. What we would like to find is a home and work
somewnere greener anc less lesd-volluted then EZrixton. We have little cavital., few
oractical skills but are eager to learn. If anyone hes any advice or surgestions
olease contact us. Kerri and Tim Fitzgerald, 45 Bzllater Rd, Brixton, London. 3w2

ySegirnines of Community Tdeas, Over 15 families came to Tornes Hoosd Fair Weekend in
June, to meel ana ciscuss idees of setting up 2 community that will offer a lively home
base from which our children car learn. Apart from enjoyine incredible Summery weather
=2nd lots of Mediseval Festitities, we manaped t» fit in a couple of group meetinegs, as
well as several camofire gatherings that went on into the e=rly hours.

The outcome of the weekend was that the groun apreed to meet again for a week long camp
at the end of July, so as to have more oomortunity of gettine to understand one another,
Everyone was hapny to swop addresses, thereby enabling contacts to be develoned, and a
counle of families were keen to take on various responsibilities.

If you wnuld like more deteails please contact Ken and Jill Beagley, 15 Salem Road,
Winterbowne, Northaven. "BS17 1QF. A LARCE S5.A.E. WOULD BE APPRFCISLTED,

QQI am desverstely lookine for = cottage, bunpalow or house to let at reasonable rent.
As 1 am a one perant family, preferably outer London. Telephone Mrs. Scott. 01474-7382
anytime. Also can offer help to any E.0. members e.g. History, Ceogranny, Scottish
Dance, Gardening, Wig Making, Embrordery, Farm Husbandry.

Divorced Ex. E.0. subscriber living in large grotty farm house with 3 snare bedrooms,
(2 with double beds, one emnty) would welcome any family wanting a free holiday - two
lovely daugnters (Betty €, Sue 4) and one gquite nice ex wife (Jane 37) are weekend
visitors. Antony Williams, Treddiog Fawr, Mathry, Haverford West, Dyfed. SA62 5HU

Plastic Sirin Maze for E.C. festival stalls. If wvou would like details of this 30 foot
sguare maze, olease send a stamned addressed envelope plus one 124p stamp to cover the
cost of photocopying to: XKen Blerley 15 Salem Road, Winterbowme, Nothaven. ES17 1QF
Over=11 cost of materials approx £7. The maze at the Tornes Food Fair made £10. profit
as well as piving everyone lots of fun. Looking forward to reading the next E.O.
newsletter, Many thanks. Ken Beaglsy.

@ Holiday Ooportunity. Large ex-working narrov boat (non-Mobile) moored on the beautiful
hennet and avon Canal just outricde Bath., Sleeps five or more, has he2tinz, cooking,
shower, loo etc. Oririnal boatman's cabin. Use of rowing dinghy. A wonderful
coportunity for F.0, families to share the rich variety of life on the canal. Ailso,
when we are on the bo»t, p~rt of house (three bedrooms) available in centre of Bath,
vith garden, Rates and dates nerotiable. Enguiries to Simone and Tom Wilson,

15 New Xing Street, Bath, Avon. Tele: Bath., 310677
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leivlng snzce wonted in london far about a year - perhans a house share “r is there
rented nccomodation near you? 1 can afford unto £25 a week. KANY INEAS? 1 have one
more year at L.5.E. snd wouls very much like to spend it in lordon hooefully with
support from another E.O, Family - who would also gain supoort from me. Emmie aged 7
is de-schooled but Julia aged 17 is not. Please write to Ginz Holman

QD! am interested in petting together with like minded people to form an E.O. community,
starting in my own l=rge house in Brighton. This is a2 nice area with lots of activities
availsble and a thriving E.O, Group. BHeric (aped 9) is already deschooled but it is
just him and me at the moment which has its disadvantages. 1 am interested in
various alternstive subjucts (medicime, education etc.) =nd skilled in m-ths, science,
computers ard doing uo old houses. We eat a fairly wholefood diet and dan't smoke or
take drugs. If anyone ic interested I would love to hear from them, Linda Pilgrim,

72 Beaconsfield Villas, Brigaton. Sussex. B N1 6HE

QDJohn, fabrielle Harwoor and junert 77 c/o 21 Crestview Drive, Laruna
Jeach, CALTIPORNIA, 2751, USA; would be hanpy to nave visite “ro- =
families or childrexn.

STOP ‘PRESBasaesawss STCE PRESSisvewenwOo0P FPHESSanesnavieis
CZTAVAL @M SITE NEA2 8T TROPEZ POR' SALE,

Any offer: ring Caroline 7rant , (02£6€) ge124c,

&@ [?@3@ @:g;{xxxx:{x:fér::xxxxxxgnﬁ%xé @é}@ .

Dear Fditor,

1 feel 1 must revly to Ted and Merg Carter's article "Po it yourself®- please as i feel
there is a slight misunderstandinz in their stetements about tre S.E. wales (roun's
invitation t» the LEA,

We didno' invite advisors to sttend froup meetings . Members expressed an interest in
having an LEA reoresentative as 4 spesker at one meeting. VYhether we 1like it our not the
LEA do have a resovonsibility in regard to the education of our children. Section 37
states "If it anvears to a Local Eduestion Authority that thre parent of any chilé of
comoulsory school spe in their srez is failing to perform the duty imoosed on him .....
it shall be the duty of t-e suthority to serve upon the parent a notice reocuiring him

to satisfy the authority that tne child is receivine efficient full time education etc.”
Vhile I anpreciate voints made in N/L 23 pg 6 1 would maintain thet the only way that

the LEA can judge whether the parent is failimg to perform his duty is bv enplying to
the parent for information, Tnus the LEA and tne pnarents do have joint resporsibilities,
That is not to say that the LFA has any duty or rirht to become involved in the actual
education of our ciildren. Thri< was not the subject of our invitation and is an area

in which we would not wish the LFA to interfere.

Tt is important, too, to look at our local situation. Home education here has exnanded
ranidly, taking the LEA by surorise. As s result it was in the process of formine a
policy for dealing with home education families, One family had already been taken

to court (the case has since been dronned) and the appesrances were that LEA would

not be co-operative., The groun felt that s meeting between the LFA and us would give

us a chance to show ourselves tn be cncerned parents but, at the sa=me time, parents

who knew their riritz in law. Ve felt i:rere was z chance of influencing LEA nolicy
shile it wrs being formed an” that we should take the opportunity. After all, not

all mem'ers feel strons enough to face a legal battle over the right tc home education.
We =houled be heloing these members wno feel uncertain about standinr up for their riFnts.

V&




That is one of sur ctated aims,

far from givine the imoression of wesknesrs to the IFA, our invitation resulted in a
herted meeting of the FdAuration Committee at wh ch the views exoressed supeested
grest conc-rnynbout the strenetr of E.7., it= expertise and its organization.
Resent publi-ity in the nress in South ¥ales has spreed E.0.'s message widely (and
at no advertisine cost!)

Unfortunately, the 1¥A has refused to send a reoresentative asto do sno woule strenrchen
our hand by making us "offici=1". e

A show of weakness? = 1 think not. Rarther an assertion of our rirhts, rights about
which our LFA would have prefered to have kept quiet.

Yours Sincerely, Annie Wilton - Jones,
Tyddyn y Mynydd,
(Formerly Greenlands),
Llanelly Hill,
Gwent.

Ooe Ooo0O

My name is Suzanne Heinze. I am nine years old. My adress iz 37 William St.
T live in St. Albans. The State ] live in is Victoria and T live in Australia. I
wvonaerd if wvou could pet me a nen-friend from Encland. My interests are "Famous Five"

an~ horses and dops. “y post code is 30%1. My mum and dad work. I have three sisters
and one brother., My birthday is 15th Februsry.

0O o0 !

Acorn Villare Community School, 63 Dwyer St, Clifton Hill 3068, Victoriz, Australis.

My name is Taos, T am 9 wvears old. My interests are EMI riding, surfing, reading
and coin coallecting. I would like to write to a boy.

O co Coo O
Dear Editor,

I agree with ¥r and Mrs Carter (newsletter n? 29) for to include
discussions with the LEA would be a recipe for disaster. Certainly
the suggestions were not from people who have had attacks of LEA itio
(2 debilitating complaint). When to me every telephone call and every
unexplained knock on the door invar-iably meant more asgro from "that
lot™ am I to assume that these suggestions of love with the LEA that
the LEA is creeping into EC through the back door. Seriously though
perhans 1 shouldn't pive them ideas’

No matter how pleasant they are, there is much more to EO than cups
of tea and a chat at refular intervals and prrhaps a newsletter of
cases of meabers who have had troubles with LEAs ( there are more of ,
ue than you think) would soon dispel any ideas of "love thy LEA man”,
We should also remember that if it wasn't for the efforts of the pio-

neers such as the Harrisons how many farmilies would have had the cou-
rare to go it alone for.Until we learned of R0 and Iris it was a lone-
1y path.
EO has a role to play in the education of children.This in my mind
does not include trying to balance a both sides of the fence.

. = Yours sincerely, Frs Margarel Lewis.

- -
. - —
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Thank you for contacting us - we think TIME TAPES
will be of interest to you.

Recognising the age-old problem of needing instant
recall of mathematical facts, TIME TAPES have produced
a cassette on Multiplication Tables. Each Table is
individually presented with clear verbal instructions

for the child to foliow. A learning sequence is
followed by a programme of tests at increasing speeds.
A challenging Tape!

Play The Recorder is a cassette and workcards designed
so that children can learn the basics of Recorder
playing and music theory. The teaching programme is
taken note by note; each new step being carefully
described and referenced to the diagrams on the
workcards which show the finger positions and the music.
See, hear and play along with the Tape.

Each cassette costs £4.99. plus 50p. P. & P.,
TIME TAPES, 127 High Street, Hampton Hill, Middlesex.

e A T
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THE NTJRTONS, TINTERMN, GWENT.

Set in the peaceful Wye Valley.
Vegetarian field Centre offering courses in Natural History, Crafts,

Organic Crowing etc.
Aucust I3th-2Cth Family Crafts and wildlife week.

O oo Qoo O

SPINNING/WEAVING supplies, weekend courses, wide range of fibres/
fleece/yarns/equipment/books. Mail order and personal callers welcome.
Please send a stamp for catalogue.

The fandweavers Studio and Gallery Limited, 29 Haroldstone Road,
London, EIT7 TAN tel: OI 521 2281,

) Oo O Opo OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Please note that all advertisements are subiect to our asoroval and

we reserve the right to decline any aivertisement.We regret that ve
cannot be responsible for loss incurred by wrongful insertion or non

apoearance of an adverticement. !

Rates available on request. ﬂ @.
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OXFORD OX2 6PR
Telephone: Oxlord (DX65) 54231 (24 hours) Telex 83519

Wolsey Hall

Founded in 1894 by J W Knipe

Principal The Hon. F. F. Fisher, CBE, MC, MA

Dear Parent,

WE EDUCATE OTHERWISE - We have been doing so for 87 vears.

WOLSEY HALL is a Correspondence College. We provide courses and a tutorial
service for people of all ages. Our youngest students are 14. Our oldest - who
took O Level this year is 94.

Our students cannot or do not wish to attend formal educational establishments.
Instead they work at home on our carefully prepared courses which take them

- Step by step towards their target. They are helped by our tutors who correct

and mark their work. Some prefer "self-tuition" and buy the whole course and
work through it on their own or with the help of a friend or parent.

We can provide:

PRELIMINARY COURSES (Pre - O Level Standard)

in Bookkeeping Latin
English Mathematics
French Music
German Russian
Italian Spanish

O LEVEL AND A LEVEL COURSES in practically all subjects for seven Boards.

CAN WE HELP YOU TO EDUCATE YOUR CHILD?

Yours sincerely,
'___—_-—

bdade..

Principal.

Please write for free prospectus to:
The Principal, The Hon. Frank Fisher, CBE, MC, MA,

Dept. DT2, Wolsey Hall, Oxford, OX2 6PR.
or telephone 0865 54231 (24 hours) Dept. DT2.

Accredited by the Council for the Accredsation of Correspondence Colleges ﬂ ;
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Draw held in Wales an Z6th June 1983%,

ZX Sovectrum 16k Comnuter,
Chemistry Kit No.4.

(Donated by Thomas Salter.)
Equality.

(Donated by Peter Pan Playthings)

Space Lines.

R.& G. Parker, Bow, London E3.
W.G.Smith, Rushden, Northants.

Mrs. Davidson, Nemdlesham, Suffolk.

Helen Spencer, Frome, Somerset.

(Also TouchDovn, Donated bv Invicta Plastiecs Ltd.)

Touch Down.

Dyvlon Colour Fun Fabric Peints,
(Donated by Lylon International Ltd.)

Fungus the Bogeyman. (pop up Book)

Brindle, Shefford, Beds.

(5 sets)

Helen Kipoax, Sheffield, Yorks.
Kate Blinston, Langport, Sommers et.
Robert Ford, Ffestiniog, Gwynedd.
The Gibbs Family, Danbury, Essex.
K.J. Hi1l, Rayleigh, Essex.

M.W. Gilbert, Earlsfield, London. Sv17

(donated by Andy Jackson, Cambridge E.O. Member.) -

Grandmothers Footsteps.
(Donated by Orchard Toys)

Rug Making.

Meg Eidmend, Eristol.

Mrs. M. Carter, Alfreton. Derbys.

(Donsted by Sue Nixon, Cornwall E.O, Member.)

Usborne Books.
Ivan Sokolov, Ormskirk, Lancs.

Mrs, A, Moss. Mecclesfis=ld, Cheshire.
Mrs. S. Villiame, Royston, terts,
Julie Blewett, Plymouth, Devon,

Mrs. L. M. Bramwell, Cheltenham. Cl»s.
Discovering Local History (6 Copies)
(Donated by Shire Publications)

L. Windass. Addenburv, Oxon.

Welch, Norwich, Norfolk.

Joan Hoare, Sheffield.

Patchwork Box.

Two paperback books,

Card Game & Soap Crayons.

(13 books donated by Usborne Ltd.)

Rainbov. Oxford,

Irene Harris, Chelmsford, Essex.
Ruth lamdin, Guisborough, Cleveland.
Fleuriot, Bristol.

(2 prizes)

R.L. Virgo, lLondon. SE3

Eileen Haines, langport, Somerset.
E. Aberdein, Kincardineshire.

Miss. S. Sharp, Newnort, Salon.

J &J Adey, Sutton on Trent, Notts.
John Matthews, 0ld Windsor, Berks.

(The Last 3 prizes donsated by ¥,0. Members, Clawley, Birmingham and

Anna Powell, S. Devon)

Thank you ALL for the generous donations of prizes which ensbled more of the
profits to towards supporting. E.O.

Ooooo (Doooo
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E.C. Draw Saves a Newsletter!

Profits from the draw which took place st the E.0. week in Wales will pay for one of
the threatened newsletters (see Core Group minutes and Treasurers Report).

E_rgenﬂi es. £

Licence. 20.00 Ticket Receipts, 705.90
Printing. 75.90 Less Expenses. - _221.38
Computer. 99.95 484,
Postage. 20.53 Donations, + 36.65

Book Tokens. 5.00 Total Fundralsing To1.17
221.38

E.0. member selling most tickets was Betty Ball (Who?) with £16. and David and Vicki
Willow were second with £14.50. So the £5.00 book token has been shared between them.
About 30 people sold more than the 2 books they were sent - many thanks for the support
and enthusiasm. Over half the members did not buy or sell any tickets., Fifteen people
wrote saying they were opposed to draws but were happy to make donations instead.
Several peovle commented that selling draw tickets had been good advertising for

E.0. and they had been asked about the organisation as a result.

The draw made less than T had hoped, over £2,000 was possible, but I feel it was
worthwhile in helping to clear E.O.'s debts., However I see fundraising in future as
a means of being able to provide extras - either sctivities for members, or resources
for promoting E.O0. ‘s werk further a field. I would be prepared to consider doing a
draw again next year but would hope for more widespread support, Alternatively has
anyone any other idess? E.0. is a difficult organisation to fundraise for.

A few ideas have been suggested, they are with my comments:

a) Donations and /or increased subscriptions. A few people suggested these as
a2lternatives to the draw but did not make them. These have the disadvantage that

they only come from F.C. members-many of whom have their budgets well stretched anywey.
b) Auctions. Although good for local fundraising I would have thought difficult

for E.O. with members so widely scattered., Also difficult to get good things from
people not involved in E.0. Organise one and orove me wrong.

¢) Small fundraising event at each local meeting. Suggested book swap table expended
to include jumble, clothes, toys and bric-a-brac. Good idea but I find people forget
to bring while happy to buy.

d) Suggest sell educational ideas and resources at any E.O. event, If you have a
good idea for a game or activity make it & few times and sell it or duplicate a fact
sheet on some educational tonic e.g. family tree, notes in this newsletter. Has the
advantage that it shares good idez= as well as making money. If you have access to
free offcuts or cheap paper, fabric etc. sell excess.

e) Selling advertising in newsletter. This is being looked into by Julie Duff,

Glos. Flease contact her with any ideas on this.

Sit down with 8 cuopa and think. Then send your funiraising ideas to me now
vhile you think of them to: Betty Ball, 1 Fenton Road, Warboys, Huntingdon, Camba.
0566 066 O s = T

Nobiees.  Sewiiie

. tins and other
Sussex Mailing List, If you would like to receive reguler news of meetl
sotivities in East and West Sussex Please send £1.00 to Helen Hollend. 3Inholms Farm,

Plumpton Green, ENT 3EE.

E.0. New Comers,

Kirsty was born to Annette and “ike McCoy in the 14th May 1983,

To Martin Hant and Elain Addey, & daughter Camilla Caterina, was born on May 27th,
1983, sister of Melissa and Ben,

NFW MFMBERSHTIP SECRETARITS.

Bruce and Christime Wallace (Co-ordinators, please note!) @,

But J-net Everdell is still responsible for publications. E.O. Newcomers.

’ cQo




AN _INVTTATION FROM THE TRFASURFR.

E.O, btagan this yeer with over 650 members subscribing between them a total of just
over three and a half thousand vounds to the orpanisation's funds. But it also began
the year with a debt to the bank of mere than £1000 as a result of oversponding last
yrar., This debt and the heavy exoenses of the early part of the year combined to bring
E.0.'s funds down to little over £800 by mid March. Then in April (my first full month
gs treasurer!) the finances took R sudden plunge. Of the various officers of E.O.
almost all sought during that month to be reimburesed for the exmenres they had in-
curred during the first 3 months of the year. An extra-ordinarily large orinting

bill = not only for the Anril Newsletter, but also for the new contact 1list, the new
membership forms and introductory leaflets and new stationery, had to be met. The
distribution of the Newsletter cost more than usual because of the inclusion of the
contact list. By the beginning of May it seemed that we would hardly be able to pget
the June Newsletter out without having to borrow money. However things did not work
out quite as badly as expected for various reasons. The cost of hiring Unstone Grange
for the Core Group Meeting was met entirely by those who were there during the weekend,
and only one claim was made for travelling expenses in connection with that meeting

(in contrast to the seven claims made in connection with the previous meeting at
Glastonbury). The June Newsletter was slightly cheaper to print and considerably cheaper
to post than had been exnected. The recruitment of new members continued. And

above all, at the eleventh hour the draw replenished the dwindling funds. So that

at the time of writing (June 26th) E.C.'s bank balance is aporoximately £800 in credit!

The foregoing is a brief outline of E.0.'s financial ups and downs during the first
€ months of this yesr., The future now needs to be considered.

It is expected, that taking the next 18 months as a whole, E.0.'s receipts will
balance.its payments without any extra-ordinary action being taken. Considering the
overspending of last year and the financial history of the first half of this year such
an expectation might seem naively optimistic. However two factors do in fact make

it not unreasonable, First, the subscription has been increased and next year all

but 8 few members will be contributing £10.00, where as this year the vast majority of
members renewed or joined (which ever was the case at the old rate)., Also the last

Core Grous meeting agreed that for the next 18 m-onths a number of economies should
be made at the margins of spending. (These you will find outlined in the minutes of the
Core Group Meeting). However though the financiel outlook for the next 18 months

as & whole may be reascnably good, thet for the next six months taken alone is
definitley not. E.O. can expect to receive during the next 6 months avproxinstely one
tenth of the total income it will receive during the next 18 months., (This will

come mainly from the recruitment of new members and from the sale of publications), But
it must expect its expenses during the next 6 months to smount to approximately one
third of its total expenses for the next 18 months, What is obviously required is a
"Staggering" increase of the next 18 months income.

I therefore invite eny members who wish to do so to send in their subscription for
1984 to Bob Emmett (whose address appears on the back cover of this newsletter) NOW!
It would be very helpful (and possibly save them from being troubled by an unnecessary
reminder half way through next year) if snyone accenting this invitation could, at the
same time, indicate whether or not they normally pey by bankers order,

It is worth noting that the healthier the organisations finences are the fewer
wearisome articles of this kind there will have to be taking up space in the
Newsletter and so the more soace there vill be to devote to the ends (rather than the
means) of E,0.! ;

——gwira m ode B
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QQREVISIOE 0! 'SCROOL 18 NOT COHPUISOB!'. Ivan Sokolov is in charge ot (i3
thil revision. The principle task 1a, to bring. the case histories up :
to dnto. If you have eny rslevant mnterinl to contribute, vrito to
Im c/e 62 creetby 3111, Ormskirk,: Lnnca., : 3 - o

@ anx mscmp'rrow z-:-'mm.s SHOULD BE SENT m BoB nmm(nsx“u'r @ @
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PLEASY READ THIS!

At a meeting held at Unstone Grange on the afternnon of Seturday May 28th, 18 members
of E.O. heard Mr., Michael Collier Bradley of Inter-Action outline the process of
becoming a registered charity and discused with him the advantapes and disadvantages
of so doing.

Machael Collier Bradley explained that having charitable status means being registered
with the Charity Commission - a government apnointed bndy whose headquarters are at

14 Ryder St, LONDNON. He went on to explain that tuere are three types of organisation
which may be registered as charities, There are:

1. A charitable trust set up by a minimum of three peonle signing a charity trust
deed, The trusteeship that they there by take on is for life or until they resign,
and they are responsible f>r seeing that the organisation funds are used for the
purpose for which they were intended. They are also perscnaly liable for any debdts
ete. incurred by the organisation.

2. An unincorporated association administered by a commitiee appointed by the members
or elected annually. In an organisation of this kind (which is what E.O. is at present)
the liability for debts, etc. can fall on all or any of the members, the officers

being perticularey at risk.

3. A company limited by guerantee. This type of organisation is =2lso administered
by a committee, but the comrittee is chosen according to a procedure laid down in a
written.constitution which also outlines how the committee is to act. The constitution
itself must conform to the reguirements of the comvanies Act 1948, The liability for
debts in an orgenisation of this kind is limited to a nominal sum from each member.
(Machael Collier Bradley added in connection with this third type of organisation

that 1t is possible to obtain a "dispensation" which permits the omission of the word
limited from the organisations tittle.)

Michael then explaeined that aoplication for registration with the charity commission
involved sending =n outline of the aims and objectives of the organisation concerned
or, in the case of an organisation of the third type, a draft constitution (which
wonld of course, contain an outline of the aims and objectives) to the charity
commission who, as well as having power to sccept or rejseci an apolication, were
entittled to comment upon a draft constitution. Michael was of the opinion thst
E.O.'s aims and objectives as he understood them would be accentable to the charity
commission, and he offered to E.O. the beriefit of his exvmeriance in "Steering" an
application and if reauired, in drafting & constitution. He pointed out that reglstra -
tion as a charity sutomatically imposed certain restrictions upon &n organisation's
activities - mainly on "political® activities, Ailthough & registered cnarity is

not debarred from political sctivity sltogether it is prevented from engaging in
various kinds of political activity.

Michael Cellier Bradley then vointed out the advantages which E.O. would be likely to
gain from heving charitable ststus. These were first and foremost financial.
E.0, would be likely to become richer because:

B T¢ would be atle to benefit from various tax concessions such 25 exempiion from
V.A.T. and recovery of income tax when donations are covenanted, (there was some doubt
as to whether subscriptions could be covenanted or not.)

b. It would be able to use the services of the Charities Ald Foundation (Headquarters
at 48 Penbury Road, Tonbridge, Kent) and:

C. Donations from individusls and from other organisations would be more readily
forthcoming since, in the eyes of the world, regictration as a charity automatically
offers reapectability to an organisation. The other orinciple advantage was that,
as a result of increased funds and increased "respectability”, E.O, registered as a
charity could be more influenuel than olain "E.O."

When F.0.'s oresent position as regards liebility was disclosed consideration of its
implicetins ocrupied the discussion [or some tiwme, Some of the Office holders, vho g;Z}




are obviously the most vulnerable under the present arrangement, expressed personel
anxiey and all but one of the members present agreed that it was undesirable. Michael
Collie Bradley advised that the only way of avoiding the risks of legal liability

that was both certain and workable was to become a company limited by guerantee.

It was seen that the question of becoming a limited liability company in order to
svoid the risks of liebility was, technically, & seperate issue from the question of
whether or not to seek charitable status. However it was hardly treated as a
seperate issue by the meeting which seemed to be unanimus in feeling that s change in
E.0.'s organisation should be "all or nothing!"

Michael Collier Bradley did not suppest any disadvantages 1likely to result from
E.0. becoming either a comoany limited by guarentee or a registered charity but
several disadvantages were suggested by the members present.

The following fears were expressed:-

1. That the present flexibility and ecatholicity of E.O., could be lost by its
be-coming &n organisation with a written constitution,

2. That E.0. might find irksome the restrictions of its politicel activities
which would result from its becoming a registered charity.

3. That being & limited company and/or being a registered charity could lead to
E.0. becoming institutionalized and administration bound.

4. (By the Treasurer) that E,0. simply could not afford at the present time the costs
that would be involved., (Registration as e charity involves a fee of approximately
£10, 3nd the legal costs of becoming a limited company amount to approximately

£170.

5. That for E.O. to be richer and more respectable could prcve‘ggg to be & pood
thing for the well-being of the actuzl practice of home education - in fact guite
the reverse,

In answer to the first of these fears Michael Collier EBradley said that though this
wag a risk it was not inevitabe and that the constitution could be framed in such
gway &85 to preserve the present "climate" of E.C. and, moreover, that, whatever the
risk was in that direction, the fact still remained that to become a limited company
was the only way of changing the present, undesirable situation as regards liability.
In answer to the second of these feers Michael outlined very briefly the sort of
political activity that was forbidden to registered charities and it did not aooear that
E.O, would in fact find itself wunable to do anything which 4t at present, wishes

to do. To fear number 3 Michael answered again that though this might be a risk

it was not inevitable, Of the members present some cited examples of organisetions
which suffered in this way from becoming a limited company snd/er a charity, whilst
others cited examples of organisation that hadanit, Michael Collier Bradley said

he had himself had plenty of experience of orgaenirations that hadent., Fear Number 4
was regarded as being bared on a8 too short term view, Michael suggested that the
£250 involved should be regarded as an investment as in his estimation it wounld be
very soon recovered after charita-le status had been acheived. Fear number 5 remained
unanswered but was not pressed, .

Michael Collier lradley;s advi~e at the end of the meeting was that E.O. wouvld serve
all its interests best by becoming a companey limited by guarantee with charitable

status,
Alison Mafham.
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e O 0O O MDNITEE OF THE CI8F QRN MEETDIG, O OO ©

Held on Sunday 29th May, 1983 at Unstone Crange, Nr. Sheffield.

Present:

Bruce Cox (¢hair), John Elenor (minutes), Michuel Collier-Bradley,
Janet & Nigel Fverdell, Simon & Carcline Grant, Joad & Richard Hoare,
Ann Moss, Rob & Ann Wade, Bruce Wallance, Midge Whitelegg.

Apologies were received from: Julie Duff, Bob Fmmett, Helen Holland,
Cherity laniado, Stephanie leland, Alison Mafham, Roland Meighan,
Ivan Sokolov.

1. Minutes and matiers erising.

1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.

1.5.

Z. Reports.
2.1.

2.1.1.

2.1.3.

gg—_ordinue this,

ref:3.5e 1i - the phrase 'ECers do it out of school' has been replaced
by "Education Otherwise®, (see 2.7. below)

ref:3.3f - Alison Mafham was appointed tressursr with effect from the
end of March with Bob Emmett assisting by dealing with Sub.renewals,
ref:3.3h - Since hndrea Harrison resigned as mem.sec. after the last
meeting, the guestion of the bonorarium no longer arises.

rel:5.2 - Some advertising had appeared as an enclosure with the April
Newslatter; the matter was further deali with lever down the agends
(see 2.5.3. below)

ref 10,2 = The membership form/questionnairs has been redrafted and

is now in use.

Treasurer. The organization is in dire financial stralts, with barely
enough expected income to cover three more newsletter before December,
let alone other running costs. Alisons report (outlined the previous
day) suggested the following economies, which were then debated:-

To cut out one newsletter in the current year, or reduce the newsletters
to & in the next 1B months; the mesting felt that, since the newsletter
is considered by mosi mevbers as the major benefit from iheir subscrip-
tion, it would be a retrograde step to cit out any issues, It was,
however, agreed that the sige should be reduced $8 37 or 28 pages

with paper covsr so that it could be posted for lZ#e.; this would

save approx. £50 on postage mnd approx. £50 on printing costs. &n
exception to tnis would he if sdvertising were included, since the
charige for adveris would mere than pay for the increased costs.

That memters should bear the cost of all their phone calls, since this
represented the bigezest proportion of running costs, 1% was agreed that
thia would be nafair end urreasonable as it would penalise the most
active memberz, We all know that many members, co-ordinators in-
particular, subisidize £.0. generously in time and in kind, No
co-ordinator should feel gullty about claiming genuine expensss
provided these are kept to a minimum, We decided that a) letters
should be preferred to phone calls; b) expenses beyond the petty cash
level should be cleared first with the treasurer; c) claims for phone
¢alls shoitld be itemized according to date, time of day, length of call,
to whom and ont what business, with s special note to Justify any long-
distance calls during peak or standard rates.

That ways to found of rsising money in sddition to subscriptions.

Betty Ball (Who is orzanizing the draw) joined the meeting at this
point to say how disanpointed and frustrsted she had been Uhat the serlous
financial plight of E,0. had been played down in the minutes of the
previcus meeting, since she felt that consequently members had no sense
of urgency sbout selling tickets for the draw - although costs had been
covered, the profits so far were poor. There was gemersl agreement
that ways should and conld be found of ralsing extra funds, but that

a better time to do it would be at the week in Wales - Retty aprsed to




2.2
2.2,1.

2.2.2.
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2.2.4.

2.2.5.

2.3:3.

2.3.4,

2.3.9.

2.3.6.

2.3.7.

2.4.
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Mem. Sec.
Present paid-up membershin stands at 906; there were 162 old members
who failed to renew.
Of new members, 123% are joining at a reduced rate; the meeting felt
that this waa a tolerable preportion.
197 new members have jouned since January, at a rate of 1.4 per day.

is entails not more than 5 or & hours work a week; the meeting apreed

th Janets suggestion that until tie jolning rate increases substantially,

the job is not worth regionalizing. However, Janei wished to pass the
job on since she had only undertasen it temporarily; Bruce Wzllace
arreed to take it ower, and the mesting offered & hearty vote of thanks
to J=net for taking it on sc ably at short notice.

The electrie typewriter has not yet Leen received from The Burrntlands-
sgreed to ask Helen Holland to fellow this up, Alsc agreed that the
machine is not mecessary to the job and should be sold for the benefit
of funds.

The report concluded as [ollews: =-"I consider Carpline Grants efforts
in the last four months te have been outstanding. She has worked

very hard for all of us with much hassle and in difficult personal
circumstances, re-editing the intro. 1it., membership form, and publica=-
tions list, compiling the new contsct IList, arranging the printing

&nd nusting of two newsletters and stationery, and organizing a new
tatch of SINC and its delivery to me. I have reason to be extremely -
greteful for he marvellous efforts and cheerful cooperation, During
these months we have exchanged enough letters to paver a large walll

Enq. Sec. . z

Enguiries average 25 per wesk; many are routine, hut s good oroportion
come from distressed parents (this involves many hours of offering
symnsthy and sugpestions = NB not adwicel), journalists, researchers,
etc., Many letters end with appreciative comments.

The Nationwide programme in January brought only two new members;
Jaret felt that this sort of publicity, in empbasizing difficulties,
was tad for membership, even though the problems needed airing.

A free-lance jounslist - Carol Baker — hopes to have an article on
E.O. in 'liwing' magazine in December including interviews with yarious
members.

At least one LEA{Gvent) is alsrmed st the "highly ocrganized nature" of
E.0. (&t this remark the meeting erupted in hoots of laughter).

A local newsoaper article to this effect had teen sent tp Janet; parts
of it are ocuoted in the June ‘Ed. Through The Press'. The meeting was
gratified at tnis amount of attention, though taking note of the problems
it was likely to entail for loeal members.

Iri another authority (Cambis) a member wh o initially met total
hostillty found that the official she was dealing with changed his
tune as soon as he learned she was an E.0. member,

Soma problems had beésn caused when Roy Prescott, one of the Cheshire
Coordinatora, moved from his previous address and the niew occupants
were unset at receiving E.O. phone calls; Janet had wiitten to
apclogize,

Pinally, Jsnet offered her thanks to all those wh o had taken trouble
to send her articles, information, etc., all of which made her job
much easier,

Coordinating,

Simon Grant reported that Bob Emmett i3 now compiling the resources
and skills list.




245, Publications.
2.5.1. The Digests are selling a little better, but only just,
2.5.2, We have about 900 back conles of various newsletters which need to be

80ld; it was agreed that they should be offered chesp tn members
(eg. A.for £1.§: and put on stalls at fairs, etc.
253 Advertising in the newsletter: The loose leal insert for June had
arrived too late for inclusion. Julie Duff had reported that
advertisers would much prefer to take space in the NL, rather than
supply inserts; she orobosed rates of £50 for s full pape, £30 for
a half and £20 for a quarter - these were agreed. The actual amount
of space taken up by adverts would have to be negotiated with each
editor (though it was felt that four osges should be a maximum); it
was emphasized that this would not encroach on editorial content as agreed
in item 2.1.1. sbove.

2.5.4. CWS: Stephanie Leland had reported that she must give up dealing with
a OWS; Midge Whitelepp agreed to take it over, and the meeting offeréd
its thanks to Stephanie [or doing the job for sc long.
2.9.5. Action Pack.

John Elenor outlined a suggestion (originating from another London

member) that E.C. should emilate the Campaign for State-Supported

Alternative Schools in preducing an Action Pack to consist of SING,

Barly Years, Teenage Years (when Ready), Digest 9-12, a svecimen

Newsletter, and the introductory letter, all to be packaged in an

attractive cover (for which a design exists). This sounded like a good
s Jdea, and John was asked to po ahead with it.

2.6. Renewals,
Bob Emmett is now Assistant Treasurer dealing with subscription
renevals. A note to this effect appeared in the June newsletter, but
it was agreed that the informetion, together with his address, should
appear regularly on the inside back cover of the NL

2.7. teering Committee,

Since Jenuary it has been resvonsible for compiling the letter which
sppeared in the April NL referring to Andres Harrisons resignation; and
for changing the T-shirt slogan from EOers do it out of school (which
slipped through the January meeting but on mature reflection was
considered offensive) to a simple 'Educatlon Otherwise! in the same
style as the new lettierhead.

¥ REVISION OF SING,
lvan Spkelov, who is compiling 2 book on heme education, has agreed to
mastermind the revizion (n the light of his work on the book (and in
consultetion with Ivan Gefien). Agreed that:-

3.1, The next newsletter should appeal for comments from members to be
to Ivan c/o his previous Crmskirk address:

3.2. The draft revision should be circulated to various members, in
particular to the enguiries sacreiary;

23 / Dick Fitto %o be invited to write s Z-page insert with up-dated

information to go in the next reprint of the oresaent edition,

An ap-esl was made to all vhe might be concerned with this te co-onerats
Urgently, since too many things had been held up in the past when
members did not cooperate,

4. The Future of E.O.

The guestions for discussion were 8) should E.0. seek some form of
charitable status, and b) should the organization acquire legal
protection against liatility, the erpuments for and against had been
Ineidly set out the previocus afterncon by Michael Collier-Bradley on
behalf of Interaction (a Trust which, amongst other things, supports
voluntsry bodies in apolications for legal and charitable status),
and the feelings cof most memters hrd been aired; th is discussion
. vill be reparted in the next newsletter. The discussion and decisinns

of the. Core Croup may be summarized thusi- £ S

i




4.1.

4.2,

4.3
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Charitable St-tus,

Certain funds =re known to be available (and others are likely) to
promote home education, bub can enly be claimed by a registered Charity.
If EQ became a charity mskinp use of such funds it could expand its

work considerably for the benefit of the many purents and children who
at present regard home education as impessible (larcely through
unawareness of their own pote=ntial)., At the same time, ofcourse, it
could allow ftsell to follow the downward path of some other charities,
and lose ive distinctive veice in 2 moress of buresucrary. The meeting
accepted this &s a possible danger to be avouded, but not 2s an obstacle
to eharitable status. The two most usefull forms were a) to meke E.O.
itself a crarity, or b) to set up a Charitable Trust which would supoort
E.Q. Tt wes decided that for administrative simplicity we should set up
& Trust with a certain mumber of officers as ex-officic trustees -
details to be worked out lster, (see 4.2, below.)

Iegal Lisbility.

At present, eny and 411 mem-ers are egually lizble to be sued in the
event of & claim being m=de ageinst E.0., wnether for injury during

a meeting (vhough we insure agrinst this] ar fop the ordering of goods
wnether in good fnith or fraudulently - that we don't have funds to vsy

for. Those opposed ta the idem af legal incorporation put forward warisus

ingenious suggestions for vroviding security against such clsims, but
it wes found that in the end none of them orovided i genuine safeguard;
it was ‘therefore agreed that E,0, should become s Idim ted Liability
compeny whereby, in return for a legelly-imposed congtitution, Lhe
1iability of any member is limited to a nominal sum. It had pre-
viously been zgreed that E.0. needed = better dafined working structure
(vhich is the implication behind 'constitution'), and it was generally
sceepted that the constitutional repuirements involved in becoming a
Limited Comoany would not be constricting.

The majority of tne work involved in sa2ttinr up the Trust and
registering as a Limited Company will te done by Michael Collier-
Bradley and Tnteraction, zssisted by en E,0, subcommittiee copsistine
of John Elenor (to coordinate}, Joan toere snd Hob Wade, Thev were
instructed to presen t the dreft constitutions for the adove to the
Soptsmber Core Group meeting; any coments from members should be sgnt
urgenily to Joha., Tney were also instructed fo investipate sourees

of funding, especiallyBssbros Bank which was believed t> hava offéered
te pry the registration costs (£250) as well as giwving a substantisl
donation,

Hesesrch,

Roland Meighan sent in a report fro= the three-person working party
set up in April 1982, of which he was the sole surviver! It listed
the research needs of E.O. as:-

An advice service, basad on case studies of sembers;
A comoilation of informatdne o give to the mediaj
Feedback from members on the services offered by E.O, and assistance
in decision-making.

A1l this depends on a workable policy - what should it be?

It was sgreed thnt this policy could best be devized by a reconstituted
working party: Roland is to be asked to convene it, inn Wade and

Ann Moss offered to join it. The results of all reaearrh should be
summarized in the newsletter,

At the moment the new-style membership forms (which include « brisef
questionnaire) remsin with Bob Emmett since Simon Grant is no longer
analysing them. Ang Moss agresd to take on th's Sob, provided that
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in September (£4/75). It cannot be held at Trent Park any more since
John Elenor will by then have regigned ss a Polytechnie Lecturer

(to become a free-lance musician/EQ Gen. Sec!); John apgreed to find
another suitable venue for this weekend, preferably witnh accommondation.

she was given advice on what infaormation to extract from them.
6. Next Meeting.
According to precedent this stould be in London over the last weekend

Te AOB
: Tl The transcript of the legal meeting held in January needs editing -
Rob and Ann VWade apreed to do this.
Tels Great appreciation was exnressed at the success of the weekend, both

in the accommodstion and the events organized - mamy thanks to Joan
Hoare and Betty Ball resnectively. It was felt that E.Q. ought to
mzke use of Unstone Crange egain, hopefully with a better turn-out -
to that end it was agreed to look for a vhlunteer to write an account
of the weekend for the newsletter (Sue Hart later agreed to do it).

Meeting closed approx. 2pm.
O o0

C 0O o O F.C. WEEKEND 24th 25th SEPTEVMEER, 1983. O o 0 0O

The venme for the London meeting has moved into towm, to:

University of london Students Union,
Malet Street,
LOKDON. WCl.

The rooms will be available on Smturday 24th from 11 am. The only fixed activity is
a discussuon meeting from 2 to 4 om (perhans followed by a co-ordinators meeting if it
is needed); other attractions include -

leila Berg's Bookstall

Use of Indcor swimming pool
Badge-making, face palnting, etec.
Cafeteria
The Core group meeting on Sunday Z5th will be held at 31 Anson Road, Nw2, from

10.30 to 4,00, Directions for finding it will be available on the Saturday (or from
John Elenor).
CCET

Since we have to pay for the hire of the Student Union rooms it is necessary to charge
& smell amount, £1.00 per adult, 50p for one child, £1.00 for two or more children.
There 4s no booking form - simply send details and money (cheques payable to
Educsation Otherwise) to:

Bill Blaik, 44 Alexandra Park Road, London. N10. ‘'FPhone. (01) 4440823

The uss of the swimming pool depends on us providing qualified 1ife-savers;
please contact John Elenor if you can help.

V4
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ACCOMMODATION,

This will be provided by local members: send your requirements to:
Bi1l Blaik, 44 Alexandra Park Road, London. N10O.

SATURDAY MEETING: 2-4 om.

1. The Censtitution (a written proposal will be circulatsd)
2. Election of new Steering Comnmittee.
3. Official approaches to LEA'S - what works best?

4. Should we have an annual conference, with guest speaker(s), to
apoeal to the public and press?

SUNDAY CORE GROU'P: 10.20 am - 4,00 pm.

1, Minutez and matters arising.

2. Reports from officers.

3« Election of new Steering Committee.

4. Approval of a constitution (proposals to be circulated in advance).
5. Any other matters from Satardays meeting.

6. AOB.
Flease bring a copy of the minutes printed in this Newsletter.

ASPECTAL APPEAL T0 LOTON MFMEERS, IF YOU CiN OFFER ACCOMIOTATTON,
COMTACT BILL.
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FDUCATION OTHERWISE OFFICE®RS.

TREASURFR. ALISON MAFHAM.
3 Park Road Vest,
Curzon Park,
Chester.

ASSISTANT TREASURER

(RENFWALS) BOB EMMETT,
8 Queensway,
Middell Park,
LLAXDUDNO,
Owynedd,
LL30 1¥s.

GENERAL SECRETARY JOHN ELENCR,
31 Anson road
London NW2

ENQUIRT®S SECRETARIES BRUCE AXD CHRISTI'F WALLACE,
25 Diabaig,
ACHNA SHEEN,
Wester Ross,
: Tele: (044581) 225

| PUBLICATIONS OFFICER. JANET EVFRDELL,
25 Common lane,
Hemingford Abbots,
1 Cambe,

PE18 9AN.

Tele: 0480 63130 Do not ring after 9.30 om.
Members with enguiries should contact their co-ordinator in the
first instance,
REVIEWS EDTT"R. HELEN HOLLA™D,

Inhoms Farm,

Plumpton Green,

Rr. lewes,

Sussex.

Publishers please sernd conles for review to this address.
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EDUCATON_OTHFRVICE.

BRUCE AND CHERISTINE WALLACE,
25 Diabaig,

ACHNA SEEFN,

Wester Ross,

Fducation Otherwise is a membership organisation
whose principal aim is to provide a supnort and
information network for families whose children
are being educated out of school, for those who
wish to support the freedom of families to take
proper respensibility for the educetion of
children.

Our princinal aims are as follows:

* To encourage the orovision of alternative
learning situations outside the school
system,

* To reaffirm that parents have the prim=ry
responsibility for their children's
education” and that they have the richt
to exercise this responsibility by
educating them out of school.

* To establish the primary right of
children thet full consideration, with
due allowance for their age and
understanding, shall be given to their
wishes and feelings regarding th eir
educatian,

For further information semd 3 9" x 4" s.a.e, to
the address given above.




