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INTRODUCTION

This 1s the second pewsletter produced by Education Otherwise. Since
the publication of our first newsletter a number of. impertant things
have happened.

On February 3rd 1977 Cranada Television broadcast a programme called
Opting Out in thelr lunchtime series Parents' Day. That pregramme
reported the experiences of three families who had decided to educate
their children at home. The address of Education Otherwise was given
at the end of the programme and so far about 250 people have written
for more information. liany enguiries cams from people whose children
were already being kept away from school or who were seriously con-
sidering this option, but felt anxious and in need of advice and
support.

The response to the TV programme. encouraged us to 30 ahead and set
up Education -Othérwise 'as a formal orsanization, A meeting at Shaw
in February produced a statement bf aims and objectivés and it was
decided to raise some money through'annual subscriptions wiich could
be used to produce the various documents we felt were needed -
another newsletter, a list of practical books, a list of useful
organizations.

We also decided to hold a four-day event at Shaw in June where we

hope that many new members of Education Otherwise can meet together

and share cxperiences as well as joining in some practical activities -~
a booking form is provided on the last page of this newsletter,

We have not actively sought publicity yet. Our main medium of
advertizing before ths T.V prozramme was word of mouth., This will
still be important in the future, but therse are also likely to be
some more formal reports in Where? (June 1977), the Young Observer

saction of the Obsecrver colour magazine, and the Sunday Telegraph
colour magazine.

5o far the planning and decisions have been undertaken by a small
group of people:

Ken Byron, Avonbank, Craig Bridge, Strathavon, Scotland.

Geoff Iidwards, The Paddock, Little Leigh, Northwich, Cheshire,

Bob Green, 15 Clifton Gardens, London NW 11.

Sue Hanson, 71 Hartington Square, Cambridge.

Tina Hodson, Bresse House, Dorstone, Hertfordshire.

Mollie Jenkins, 26 Clothorn Road, Manchester 120 OBP.

Dick Kitto, Lower Shaw Farm, Shaw, Swindon, "ilts.

Mike & Annc Lydiat, 537 Crookcsmoor Road, Sheffield S10 1BJ.

Nigel & Paula Theobald, 34 Church View Road, Desborough, Northants.
Stan Windass, Rookery North, Adderbury, Banbury, Oxon.

e are keen to see mors people at our mestings and to hear more ideas
for ways in which Education Otheciwise can develop and meet your
needs. We would also be pleased to receive offers of help in things
like setting up local groups; writing articles for the newsletter;
helping produce the newsletter; sharing skills; legal advice;
educational advice; books/materials which have proved useful ete., ete,
We are a small group, We nced your active support to gréw.
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tost of thc articles in this newsletter are verypractical - they ,
report contact with L.I,A,'s and also day-to-day activitics in which
familles have engaged. We have also introduced a children's page and
a small advertizing scction, both of which will be included next time
if we receive more contributions,

Ken and Catherine Byron - Lanarkshire
(Ken has already explained a little of his unusual joint project and
contact with the LEA in Newsletter 1.)

Mollie Jenkins - Manchester
(Mellie's family was filmed for the Granada Programme. She also
wrote briefly about their experiences in Newsletter No. 1.)

Mike Lydiat - cSheffield (See also Newsletter No. 1).

Theresa Redding -
(Theresa is a nisce »f the Theobalds. She was 13% when she began
home based learning).

Pauls Theobald - Norshants (See also Newsletter No. 1.)

Jennie White - Yorks.

(Rachel was filmed fcr the Granada TV programme Opting Out and Mick
and Jennie Wnite explained some of their educational ideas at that
time).

. - . . .

Ker and Catherine Byron

The best way we can rind of explaining how we set about 'education
otherwise' is to present a few extracts from the record we kecp of
the children's activitiss. The children, Emma (5% yrs ) and Naomi
(33 yrs) attend common sessions with a few more 'otherwise' children
on a fairly regular basis up to 3 days of the week. The extracts
below are from our diary of home activities and they are, we think,
representative in their structure (no days are representative in terms
of what activities we do - they are all different)., As you will see
there is no set organization of time, no differentiation of work and
play.

January 2lst - Began morning with a goat game (elaborate imaginative
play inspired by our own goats and kids). They both did some sewing,
renewing noscs on thelr rather battered soft toy dogs. Emma then made
paper patterns for several items of clothing for her Wog', Pad. She
chose material from the remnants bag and cut it out, but didn't get
round to sewing it. Then both did a lot of painting. Naomi did
figures and clcwn faces, choosing circles of paper. We had a singsong,
using several dancing songs. Listened to 'A Corner for Music' on the
radio. =~ Children participated in soundmaking. Read stories. Emma
casurcd various bits of the (real) dog's body and made a ehart. She
ﬁés puzzled to find that all his legs came out differcent lengths.

January 24th - Looked at mung becans we started sprouting on Thursday.
Saw roots and Tirst tiay lecaves inside seedleaves. Tasted some. We
will Cook some for supper. Listened to radio music and movement pro-
grammeé. Read several storics including new fairy/felk tale from .
Roumania, 'The 100 Enemystones'. Zmma made 2 books in which to record
her songs of yusterday estimating number of pages needed, then halving
rocsult to detcrmire number ef sheets necded. She wrote titles and drew
pictures, dictated text. Allan (5%) came to play and have supper after
school. "¢ had been reading about the ivory trade in a story and we
looked at two Indian beans with minute ivory elephants inside.
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January 238th - Gpent morning drewing, playing dige games, doetor and
vet'games, finishing off with a long session modelling with plasticine,
both making tiny 'gardens' with flowers, vegetables, and worms, snails
woodlice etc. Dancing and singing session after lunch, then out in
garder to play on swing, climbing wulls etc, Afterwards long paintng
session. Catherine said, "Paper cryiug out to be paintedi™ - result
lots of crying faces painted which were then cheered up. Cooperative
as wel. as individual painting efforts. Read first few chapters of
'*Charlottes Web' which sparked off many memories of our own litter of
piglets and many questions about the fate of our runts & casualties.

February lst - Emma made several models out of clay, painted them and
wrote _abels with o little assistance. Both played a long time with
Lego, ising fences and gates Emma had saved up for. Naomi did sponge
prints with great ocare. Emma made some 'radio programmes' on tape
recorier using 'Listen with Mother' type format. Naomi then recorded
some songs too. They listened to each others !'programmes' with great
delighs.

February 1llth - Went to goat and sheep farm to choose and buy a fleece.
e toox Owen (5%) and Sarah (2%) and their mother. Both families chose
a fleese. Returned home and cooked lots of popcorn with children
watchiag it 'pop' through a glass 1id. Then we began carding and
spinninz and decided to experiment with dyeing. Used onion skins.
Emma, Naomi and Owen all chose their own pieces of flecece and washed,
rinsed and dyed them, hanging them te dry with their nzmes attached.

Mollie Jenkins

First we wote to the Chief Education Officer to say that we would not
be sending Rehbescca back to sgiool after the summer holidays gs we
intended to supervise her education ourselves, and that she was still
under 1l6é. "¢ had a letter back asking us to submit an outline plan of
Rebecca's programme for the next year; this would be circulated to the
LEA inssycctorate for comment by inspcctors competent to judge whether
or not .t was adequate. We were told that onc of the LEA inspectors
would be getting in touch with us. to arrapnge a visit of inspection. In
reply we sent the following:

"Outllne plan of Rebeeca Jerkins' course eof study for the year
1976-7, to be¢ supervised by me, her mother.

Rebecce aims at taking seven JMB O-levels in June 1977 in the
following sudbjects:
English Larguage: this is something of a problem for Rebecca as she
attended a french-speaking school until she was 12, so that although
she read anl spoke cnglish fluently she had never learncd to write it.
So we shall spend a lot of time on spelling and pumdgbuation, and on the
essay form. -
English Literaturs: we have chosen !Janc Eyre', 'TRomeo & Juliet' and
the 15 poems by Browning as our threc seot books.
Latin: T plan to teach the grammar from my own notes and cxamples, and
te concentrate cn flucncy in reading, using Harrison's 'Latin Reuding
Course™ Parts 1 and 2. Ve havc opted to de ths scntenscs and tho Vergil,
French: sinec Rcbecca already speaks and reads Fronch fluently this is
no problem. e aim to work on tidying up spclling, and to continuec
reading and more advenced language werk in preparation for A-level tho
following year. We shall bc using Grayson's 'A la Page' part 4, and
Mauger's 'Langue ct Civilisation Francaises' parts 3 & 4; & shall
also Po reading Veltaire's 'Candide', Anatolc France's 'Les Dieux ont
S0if', and 'Journ2l d'une TFemme de Cinguante Ans' as baeckground to thc
histay syllabus.

Maths: we have chosen option C and will be using Richard Skemp's
Understanding liathemotics, vols. 4 & 5,
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History: option F, RBuropcan 1789---1870; Dritlshk 1315 -1870, Qur basic
textbooks will be Cobban for the Aritish history, and Fisher for the .
European, both supplemented by v¢ .ous paperbacks and books from the
local library.
Spanish: we are doing this [ rom scorateh and sv umy noed norc time.
We shall use the BBC Zarabanda programme, for which we hove also
bought the textbook and rees: dn, tunvlemcnted by 'Living Spanish! by
Littlowood.

. Roboeca - also attinds -r% c¢l1ss2- »ar 7 “ha IEA on Saturdays
as she is interestod o learning to illestreot, 53¢ goes to a fencing
class on Wednesday evenings witih two Tolrmer scnool friends who come
here straight from school and spcnd the night here, so that she does
keep in touch with them. She is nobisolated because the nature of my
husband's job onsures that a constant stream of people stay with us,
- and thers is also a great deal of musical activity in the home, run
by her clder sister. She does a certain amount of cooking and sewing
too, and we go out a great deal - houschold shopping plus visits to
galleries and theatres, muscums and films, plus trips to places of
intercst round about; she spends part of her holidays every year
working on a Triend's sheop farm in the Lake District. This summer we
plan a holiday with fricends in Faris and the Loirs District to give
Rebecea a chance of practising her French.

The LA digested this document, and after six weeks to let us get
into our svride sent a mathemstics inspsctor - presumably hecause they
felt that this was our weakest area. I tnld him that in fact I had
laid a fricnd om to teaec!. 12tis ss I wasa't compataie B0 Q2 so nyself;
he looked at Resbecca's work in this subjegt and agreed that she was
being well taught, but complained that thers was nao other science on
the progrorme., I pointed out that she had done tws year's of
chemisiry and physiss at sehool and had not found them i. hcresting

enouza to wanbt to go ou with therm. H: caid ene s uw i <e 3 the
options open until thas chill was +«iskiecn, whar gouor T ¢ ailenged hinm
to nams one state schuol in hanches oo vhere “4e oo tons Jere in fact

kept opon until that age; of course ze could nab do 29, 30 he dropped
the matter. We offered to saow him any or all -f tho sthor six subjects
but he said he didn't know anything about any of those - whe reupon

one of my deughters rathoer unwiscly remarked that his options secmed to
have been closed a bit early! This annoyed him and he went off in
rather a huff, saying that we would either receive aprroval of our
plans from the Chief Education Officer or a County Court Surmons. I
sald that I was quite prepared to fight the matter in the courts, but
didn't think he had a leg to stand on. He must.have come to that
conclusion too beczuse we got our approval the next week, but the
inspector did tell us with some gleec that he usually managed to stop
working class parents doing what we were doing. The LEA here is very
sensitive about the whole aquestion of alternative education because
like most inner city authoritics they have alarmingly high truaney
figures, but they are not prepared to attract unwelcoms publicity by
fighting cases that they are unlikely to win.

It might bec worth rentioning that as we arc preparing for 0 and
A levels, the first thing we did was to buy a copy of the JMB (our
locel examination board) syllabus for the relovant year. Applications
for the summer cxams havs to be in by nid-February, so wc begin
applying straight after Christmas as therc can be hitches.

I happen to be a teache. and know the ropes, but for parents who
arc not it would bo wisc to form a group with other parents which
would include at lcast one graduate tcacher.

.— (We shall inel-&&e exerpts f
4 CRRY B = ’
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ron the Jenkins' diary-in Newslgttor no.3)

W - - .
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Mike Lydiat - Sheffield
Having taken the plunge and kept the children (10 and 8) at home at
the start of the Easter term 1976 I wrote to the Chicf Education
Officer as follows:
Dear Mr., -

I would like to inforrs you th.t I intend to koep my two
children.at home .uatil at least August 1976 to experinent
with hore based education. I have alrcady talked about this
to the heads of their previous schools.

Yours sincerely,

Two days later cane our first official communication from the LEA -
a cyclostyled postcard saying:

"The Chief Education Officer tdcknowledges receipt of your

cormunication of 28th April 1976 which will receive attention.™!
Two wecks later we werc visitsd by tho Education Welfare Office from
Tan's school who asked if we knoew the logal position on home-based
cducation (we did) and asked us to send to the office a proposecd
syllabus. (The E,W.0. form Kearen's school did not appear for another
8 wecks, apparcntly nob Laving been tad she was at honet!) I sent in
the following letter :

Dear Mr. -

Following Mr, - visit last Monday in connection with my
decision to educate ay children at hoze I have given sorg more
thought to a Msyllabus". The day-to-day timetable we planned looked
very artificial sz I have adopted a Jiffercnt approach to the
problen. I give below tho areas we iitend to give attention to.
There is obviously overlap across arras, which is beneficial.

diary
writing = ~:ens/stories
- ettexrs
LITERACY - ' JZ; out 1.,ud
. s ooim LEgtonire to stories
ruadingq_ balking .bout storius
- Library

number ='formal' work
| o chess/chequers/masterning
plogic =F logiblocs

THINKING -~ logic gancs

/p stars
'~ tress/aninal s/plants
Q’ cxperinents
- gardening
CRAFT/ - drawing, painting, clay, plasticene
CREATIVE - macrare, cmbroidery, sewing.
OD "junk" riodelling
caoking
plays
- gultar, recorder, singing.
swinming, ice skating
horseriding
P.K. YMCA gynm club, canping.
outdoor play
history
maps
visits
own(diary)
-~ . .~ hational/international - use of maps

PHYSICAL

SHEFFIELD

NEWS
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"PROJECTS" - stamp collecting (use of raps) ]
- horscs
- "history" (knights, kings)

ANTMALS - & guinca pigs & 2 harmstoers

VISITS - Abbeydals

- Cathedral
- Water wheels
- Manor House
- Canal Yharf
- Conisborough
- London

etc,

We are naking a rotrospective timetable as a check on the things
the children do each day. I lsok forward to discussing our project with
you in the near future.

Yours sincercly,

The ci.ildren were out of school for only about ton wecks but during
that time we had no visits from the LEA advisors nor indced any
further communication at all.

Our diary for 2 week in May reads as follows :

5.5.76. Made hanster cages. Maths - XKaren worked on 'magic squares';
Ian worked with logiblocs, Karen wrote "orphunage" poem after looking
at Brecugel's picture 'Children's Gaues' for about half an hour. Ian
wrote his diary and read some of Peter Rabbit. We went shopping -
Karen bought a riding crop and Ian bought a parachute outfit for his
Action Man. Swimming. Macrame, Story.

6.5.76. Karen made some tiny animals by cutting paper, followingz ideas
in a book fronm the library. Ian wrote a letter (to an address from his
Action Man outfit) asking for inforration about the Red Devil Parachute
reginent, He then recad two Ladybird books about King Alfred and King
Arthur, A mountaineer friend tock us all clinbing in the afternoon.
Then Ton went swinring and Karent went riding. We finished the day
with itesternind and o story.

7.5.76. ""e walked throuzh the woods collecting leaves and plants. lfe
went to borrow sonc Observer books from a friend to help identify
what we collected. e wont fishing for sticklebacks and also went to
the swinmming baths. Both Karen and Ian made paper animals. Ian read
about Henry V and finished his King irthur Ladybird book.

8.5.76, "e went shopping to buy meps of Gt. Britain and the world

plus & star chart, Also bought some anirwml and plant identification
books. Hi:d some friends with two children to stay and we took back

to the park the sticklebacks (which were dying).

9.5.76. Karen went riding then did macrare and played the guitar.

Ian drew some animals,

The weck followin~z this was conpletely disturbed by Ian going to
London with me to visit free schonls and collect sone American friends
frorn Heathrow. During their later stay in Sheffield we rode nany
visits to local places of intercst, including =a trip to Tideswell for
brass rubbing.

Thercsa Redding

I left school in april 1973; a letter was written to rmy school
saying that I would not be returning, and then my parents contacted
the education officer. We went for an interview a few nonths later,

Our first trip was to Heathrow airport. Uiy rother, brother,
some friends and I had an interesting day at the airport; we bought
books and pamphlets and other things., 4 few days after that I began
ny Heathrow Airvort projeet which filled two excorcisc books. Whils I
was at home in that first year I dig mathematics, I even taught one of
Yy nother's fricnds how t0 Ao NUMDETY BESES - caratidme T bod e oo o
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* understood at school..The tclevision was an important source of in-
formation, and woc watched all kinds of programmes, but in partiocular
schools programaes, .inother of ny activities was writing essays and
reading; I spent quite a bit of time in the local library.

After a year my mothcr left home, so my brother returncd to
scho2l. I decided to remain at home. My aunt had recently moved and so
that shc could help me inmprove ny rmaths I stayed ten days there and
ten days at homc. During those 9 months I travelled alot of miles and
I learned alot about where ny aunt livcd. We visited lost villages
when ny Dad and brother came for weckends and I did a project on the
lost villages in Leicastershire. Everything I did or becamec intercsted
in was followed by a project. In the summer of 1974 I began a project
on Argentina and I read all thc books on South America that thoey had
in the library. I also began to learn shorthand, and I would work
solcly on shorthand for one afternoon starting at 2 pm and finishing
when ny brother came in fron school,

My timetaeble ait home was to a set pattern but it was flexible,
My first activity would be to write up my diary; I wrote cntrics
cvery day for three years nissing out soume holidays and wiaen I was ill,

Current affairs also prompted ny projects and I began a project
on the EEC at the time of the Common Market Referendur in June 1975.
Suon after that we went on holiday to the Lake District and before
we went I studied maps and decided which fells to climb, which routes
to take. When we returned I did a full project of our holiday -
describing the routc we took and with accompanying sketch maps and
diagrans. ‘

In Septomber 1975 I began an '0' level coursc at a local Collegs
of Further Education.

I enjoyed being at homs because I did not have to work to a set
pattern every day. I could 4o anything I folt like doing and nmy plan
of work always allowed for my porsonal interests (for oxample ny
Argentina project).

Being at home taught me that léarning is fun, and it taught me
self-discipline; if I didn't fecl like *working' therc was nobody
to rake sure I did *work'. Whether I did *work' or not was up to rne -
it was ny rcsponsibility.

Paula Theobald

Our two childron of 8 and 11 ycars have been cduczted at hore
for 4 years., Our approach and mcthods now used have grown and evolved
since we started and ths children have kept what they like and enjoy,
added new activities and rcjccted those they have out-grown or found
irrelevant.

However each day still starts in the same way as we first began =
by the children writing thcir dicries. These are & record of the
previous day's activities, opinions on them and a continuous assess-
nent of progress. They also include newspaper articles (about their
activities and interests), prograes and tickets from visits to
rnuscuns, thoatres ete and postcards collected from places visited.
The diaries arewaluable to the children as a neans of sclf assessment
of their work and direction and are a regular task always to bo dons,
which requires self discipline. They are also proof of progress and
work for the insncctorate. The children choose to write thom every
day rather than weckly.

another never-to-be nissed activity is the daily episode of a
story (about 30 mins.) which I read to thc children from z book of
their choice (Lord of the Rings at the nmonent). Unlike the diary
writing I am not allowed & break in the holidays! This began for pure
literary plcasurc but we have found it to bc a wecalth of starting
points for other topics such as geography, history, nature, poectry,
plain cnthusiasn for writing stories, new hobbies and intcrests and
of course it inspires their own reading. Euch story is rcally lived.
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This involves changing sur names ond becoming the characters in tho
books, wcaring rmagic rings, braecclets ©tc. apnd dressing wp { Romans,
Robin Hood, a princess or hobbits). Ve are inenipee +o viglt mao-
graphical locations, Roran (and other) nuseums, ballets, plays etc.
and got yearnings to visit Italy, Istanbul or Dennark!

The order of activities throughout cach day wvaries according te -
the timc available. There are a few TV prograrrws (mainly nature,
geography or history) which wo watch and on thesec days other activitics
arc fitted around ther. Both children still read cloud to e - by
choice - and we find this beneficial in several ways. Sometimes thoy
"listen in" to each other. This reading is usuully from library books
concerning o topic of the moment arising from current intercsts,
Apart from liaths and Freonch for which we mainly use text books all
other activities are done how and when the children choose. llaths is
individual to e.ch child bocausc of thc age differencc and may last
fron 20 mins to over an hour depending on interest. French is a new
subject having only becn started in January so both chiléron learn
together.

We keep a regular collection of these activities and ain to filc
away a poen or story cach week and souo samples of craft or paintings.,

Most long activities such as painting, nature walks, experinents,
craft and gardening are done in the afternoons when our tire is less
interrupted but we have no hard and fast rules. We may paint, scw etc
and listen to a radio play or records as we do so. Sonmetimes the
children help with preparing rieals and baking especially if wcighing
and mixing is necessary. Hobbies, practise of dancing, first aid and
nusic are all nixed in with the usual school subjects.

although an idea of the work we do can be gleancd from the
children's diaries and sasples of activities kept, I think thc nost
valuable time is spent in discussing together, looking up facts
connected with current topics, experimenting, just looking and
listoning at things and practising skills on cach sther. By being
together so much of the day and not having the usual break between
home and school, learning lasts from getting up to going to bed -

Just as it does for the'undor 5 pre-schrol children who lcarn with
such enthusiasm and without adult inmposedtimetables.

Mick & Jennic "White

Rachel is the 6 yr old daughter of Mick and Jennie Whitc who are
educating her themselves at home. Mick and Jennic arc both self-
employed, although Jonnie was once a primary school teacher (notc this
is not essential in hore education but it caon help to put one off the
system) This article is about their intentions, attitudes and
relationships with the L,I.A.

Originally when Rachel was 5 yrs old in April, 1976, I wrote and
inforped tho Local Authority of our intention to educate her at hone -
altiough her cducation had been going on for some tine.,

Following this the three of us went to an hour long intorview
with the Chief Adviser for Education. She was non-commital but not
discouraging and asked mec to submit a detailed tinc-toble and syllabus
to put boforc the Educstion Committes. We objoeted to this as we wished
to get away froa any idea of rigidity in education and so instead we
submitted the following scheme of work, to which therc was no reaction
except that the LEA informed us we were under o six months tricl
poriod during which an advisor would visit us frequently to assess
the situation.

Wfe are now ncar the end of this period. The advisor again seencd
very keen on a dotailecd. timc-table, syllabus etec., but we still
resisted this.and gradually over the months he has seemcd rmuch
happier with our ideas and results. I think he was only keen on a
tine-tablsé etc. because ho was on relativalvy nnknAtin orAanrnd ond et




- ¥ e i .

- 9 -

, BSwre how to »sact - it being ruch easier to assess educatlon in &

structurcd situation., However at tho last vwiait he &id state
cducational attainment

very pleased with Rachcl's

he was
and her happiness

and confidence with the situation.
As to what we do with Rachel day by day - very little, time-wisc.

We have no formal times-table or syllabus,
in niind we both work 2t homec - is to be

"hat wo try and dz - bearing
available nost of the time &9

answer, help, cncourage and expand her intcrests and curiousities.

We can anéd often

do go days without any scening ‘cducation' being

dons but Rachel is constantly learning in her own way and tinc - it is

ner responsibility.

I find most useful a weekly rccord of what we have covercd., I

record visits to places,

nuseums, swinning baths cte. experinonts done,

naturc noticed, any reading, writing, arithmctic done, anything of
interecst dlSCUSSud I also kecp any written or maths work and art and

craft work. This all has a dual purpose - to show

to any advisors the

work done and covered ané to give e a record of progress in case any

major

gaps of knowlecdge appear,
The main drawback to her educat

ion we have found is the lack of

friends during schoosl hours - this is not too worrying a2s Rachel seenms

quite happy and contentecd playing

older people.

on her own or making friends with

In conclusion I feel all thres of us are very happy with the

situation - it gives a
to live onc!
interest

gcod fanily unit feecling, a lot of freedon
s own life in one's own time, a lot of fun and a lot of

(i copy of the schemc of work which Mick and Jennie sent to the LEA
will be included in Newslettor No. 3).

CHILDREN'S SECTION

1. Tlizabecth Theobold - .igc 3.

BIRDS

Birds, birds, bright birds
Visitors to thc garden
ierobatic, playful, tits
Hopring, chirpy sparrows
-Bold, brave robins
Strutting, greedy starlings.

Birds, birds flying birds
Gliding in the sky
Sorring, singing larks
Big back orows
Swooping, cirecling
Dark high up rooks.
Birds, birds swining birds
Floting on the water
Waddling, quacking ducks
Gliding, stretching swans
Hissing, honking gcese
Ferece, fighting gulls.

swallows

2. Karen Lydiat - 4Age 10

THE ORPH.IN..GE

The day was nice and hot

The orphans were at play

Peter 2and David Lott,

Werc playing with John Day

jartha, Peter, Tom and Joan

were playing Hide and Seek.

Joan was cheating (she was on)

and having a sly peape.

Martin and James were rolling

to and fro on a barrell.

The orphanage bells werc tolling

and JAndrew and David were having
a quarrecl.

Mary and Thomas were giving

small Hariet a rides.

Sweot lMary she was crying

her mother had yesterday dicd

It is now the evening

the children are in bed

Mary has stopped crying.

Woll, thats what matron said,
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5. Vincent Thcobald - JAge 11

[ SHORT STORY :

I was travelling in a 1ift in one of those bigz shops whcn the
1ift stopped and the lights went out. Itnwas so dark that whether you
had your eyes open or shut it was just as dark. I began to foel dizzy
ané¢ my head swam. Monstors scemcd to be coming from all sides at once.
Some were big and had large red mouths. Some werc small with wings, just
like the old flying dinasaurs. Morc were long ond spindly or fat and
stubby. While others were shapelcss and had red and green syos, Suddenly
something hit my head and I cannot remenber any more.

Next day I was at work in my office whore therc is no window and
there was a sudden power cut. It was like being in the lift again.
Whether T openecd or closed nmy oyes there was no light differcnce. Tho
nonstors came again, the big ones with big red mouths, the littlc ones
with wings, the long and lanky oncs, the short and stubby ones and the
shapeless ones with red and green eyes only this tinme there was a black
blob in the mids of thom. It brought fear to me like the north wind
freezes you on a cold day.

When I told my friends I discovered they had had the very sare
experienco. Unto this day I have never discovered what these expericnces
nean. Maybe it means evil is going to take over the world.
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4. Tan Lydiat - .gc 7. LR ' P S 3. s
THE PARATROOPLR vt Ly o ‘

Once upon a time o parachuter learner was junping out of a2 heli-
copter with sum other pamehuter learners when all of a2 sudden the flap
opened automatically and Ian fell out.

Down down he fell and till the others noticed hin sow thay juaped
out and thaye only just saved him and then he puld his rip cord and he
landed in a tree sayfely.

I can organize the following activity during the weekend:
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adverts _

l. Paul 11 years and Rachel 8 yewure who live ip-a somanng of,srown-
ups need friends their own age. Call: 9 Canterbury Crescent Brixton SWO

<
.

&+ snyone with first-hand experience of any of the following courses
or kits pleasc write a brief critique and send to Dick Kitto:
PNEU, 3-4-5, correspondence courses, othur commercial kits

3. Two roons plus shared bathroon and kitchen to rent. Near Zoo.
Xngrid R. Panther, 2 Chalcot Rd London NWL

4. Education Othcrwise necds active merbers to organize events during
its next weckend neceting - see bslow for details.

NEXT WEEKEND MEETING

We hope to see lots of new faces at our next weekend ngeting
(June 3 to June 7). 4As well as being a chance to neet others involved
in 'otherwisc' projeets, we want to involve children and adults in a
variety of activities. This depcnds entirely upon those present being
willing to organize things - so far we can offer clay, painting and o
guitar/singing on the monday and the tuesday. Other ideas (and offers
to organize) should be included on tho booking form.

If you are not a member of Education Otherwise but would like to
join or to find,out more about us thon please send a stamped, addresscd
envelope to Dick Kitto, Lower Shaw Farn, Shaw, Swindon, Wilts.

To: Education Otherwise, Lowsr Shaw Farr, Shaw, Swindon, Wilts.

EVENT OF 3-7 JUNE

Starts evening of Friday 3rd, first meal 7.00 pn; ends afternoon of
Tuesday 7th, last mcal at lunchtime. Cost £3 per person per day,
£1.50 for chil 'ren 3-15, free for under-threes,

nunber coming: adults days coming: Friday 3-4
- Saturday 4-5
3-15 Sunday 5-6
Monday 6-7
under 3

I enclose cheque/PO for full amount . . . . . . . .
deposit of 1l thissum o « v 4 & . o .
; LI h 3 o F T
(returnable if you cancel ten days before the event)

Cheques should be made payable to Education Otharwise
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