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I wonder if there are any other B members who have besn in a similar
position of doubt. Da any of your children regret never having bean to
school? Do they make friends sasily? Do they have friends?. What do the
neighhours think? (And the neighbourts children, of course?) Do you

think it ie possible to influence the State Edusational system from

the outside? In the end I suspect that the most important decisions in
life ars made more from personal inclination than from a rational

waighing up of the arguments: 211 T naed is a few sothusiastic Feople

to tell me it%s the best thing they ever did, and I'1Y do it too.

Julia Gal4n.

A[N]S\WEIR

O

During the past six years I cannot recall raafding a single copy of
Fractical 3elf Sufficisncy without belng anazed at cantrsbutort
resourcefulness and vast rangs of skills

Since many FSS parents are conssiously providing their families with
an alternative lifestyle to that of the mainstrsan, 1 find it puzzlisg
not to have geen FS5 in edusation referred to.

(ur elder three children (211 now profeszionally qualified) each attendad
stats schools fof their cholce, Simon and Quentin (12 & 13) are our fourth
and fifth childran. We are =z recent home—teaching family, which came ahoiit
as a direct result of being unable to cacure for them a satisfactory stata
education. By dugust 1931 we felt guite desperate for an a1 ternative to
Simon and Quentin's dismal failurs within two senior schools.

Following 3 friend's casual rafsrsnce to altsrnative edusation and
exhaustive rengniries we Pinally made contact with 2 group ©a)led
Eduecation Otherwise and within days had received FO's bonlklet “MSehenl

ig not Compulsory"”, which clearly defines the Vegality of parental

choice in educztion as laid down in Vne 1944 Bduecation Art, plus guidance
when dealing with the LEA 2nd general advine in evary aspect of veducation!
ag opposed to 'snhooling'. In addifion, we and aur sons pored over back
numbers of EO¥s Newslebter and for two days were fotzlly zbsorbved in
digesting and dfsmesinz this new found wealih of sncouragement.

We made telephone contant with Fonr practicing M families (taken from

the voluntary contacte ]ist) regarding gpecilic reguirements of teenagers,
e.@. gyllsbus, examinaticns etes, Uneannily, the responses were almest
classic PST responses:= dolerant of the uninitiated; lelpful, constructive
and (most important for us) guletly encouraging despite our personal
miggivings 0f belng able te academically cope and meet LEA reguirements ...
in short, being sood snough to do the jot wells
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However, we were left in no doubt that in the Pfinal analysis there is no
extlusive ain/expestation/ethod. The reasons for being an O family

are many and varied; therefoge, 2 typical FO family is impoesible to
define and each formilates the method most appropriate to them as a result
of knowing their ckild's persohality, potential and aspirations. We each
have to get on with if.

Having decided that B) is the solution to the yocizl and academic needs
of Simon and Quentin, we tendered fne gtandard E letter %o their now
px=-haatmaater requesting de=regiatration at his school.

LEAs respond to such parental intentions in a variety of ways; some
negative, others threatening and authoritarizn in their interpretation
of the law, whilst others are Priendly and no-operative; The general
policy in Bast Angliz appears to be the latter and we personally have,
o far, expevienced no dirficulties.

Qupe timatable ig not rigid, enthusiasm igs encouraged in any area of
learning or interest and we conintually seek 1o extend our awargness

anid knowledge. Wheresas we had initially tended to clockwetch and were
anxione 1P we ound we had divartad from World Ceograply to Current
Afffairs and Folitics or, from Angles and Tangente to Aerial Navigation,
wa row are axcited by our sons! inguisitive minds and ability to encompéss
a2 vast range of topice. I fregquently find difficulty in tearing myself
nway frow o subject which 1 earlier had geant knowledge of and -am
discovering afrest with Simon and Quentin,

We taTlow a structnred syllzsbus in scademic subjeats and will shortly
be commencing a Corresgpondence Gourses to '0Y Level in Maths; Physics,
Cllemistry, Englich Literature; Bhurlish Languaze, Biolozy, to R.8.4. in
Shortlznd and Typing. We cover French, History, Geography, Cookery
Dressmaking Canceing and Swimming. We have facilities for Fottery,
Technisal Dpawing, Wooawirk and Metalwork. Immediate interests inelude
Radio-Pontralled Modelling, Cliding, AJT.Ce and Archery, We begin
Computer Studies in 1983,

In gome respecte we ave fortunate in that my husband is a Chartersd
Mrineer and, as such, Is able tb cover seience and technical gubjects
With our soms (2180, to ny relief), whilet I sxplore all other subjects
and interests with them. Our morpings are almost exclusively devoted io
acadenie studies whilet affertosrs are spent doing project work of a
ply4ica) nature. Projects are of the boys' choosing and, zpart Prom
tnstruction in the use of tools and eguipment, they have complets freedom
ta progress from design to finish unless help from us ig requested.

This has so far incledsd the making of wooles dresgingssowng, shirts )
pottery, oonked meals, saflicsrontrolled aercplanes and boatse Our list for the
the Puture is endless.

Most Frequeatly asked of us is: "Tsuvi it hawd and tirtng on parenta?®

[lnguestionanly, it is mentally, emotionally and physically demanding dnt,
after six monthy of @ cur earlier trepidation has proved groundless

and we louk Cforward to an exciting three years with two young sons

amain balaneed, happy and sager now they are no longer subjected to
narassment and intimidation

Jann Walksr,

(axtracts from an article sent o Practical Self Sufficiency Magarine)
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Dear Editor

Following on your EAttorigl iu Feh.
Nele T would like to wake thoe
following points, some of whirh
nay have been discusgad previouszty

but I think should be re-axanmined.

Firatly Vet fe state thal [ agree
entirely that B in it's nreaent
form 1s Far o nabuloun in
isation. This is
a sritievam;

OTEAE=

nst Intandad

it cav be tryieg yet an
organisatian of 7  @rouand. aud
how much work Palls on the shonld=
ers of a willing few. I ag ypan
suggest B iw abont to VYbake ot

£ (perkara

| il

and that is what we wa
w2 have a duty 1o exps

agthay

or net existing wembers winh 1),
they T ffael that time un ome o
re-orgenise the work 1a el
of command, and repreeeatation,

With regayds to srganisatian, "y

fegling itz that +#ors ¢ ntant needs
te be made with mambers 'in the
field', We have =zt the moment
Local Ce—ordinat 3

If tke country wer
regions and & separaie Co-ordl
for each region Found whoge jol
would ‘bu to liage with the County
No=ordinztors in his area, you
would then have = =erlies
Begional
have ihs views; opialons,, questions
gtee, passed on to them frowm thear
area, [T sozgest then tiat the

Care Oroup (or 14's succegsor)
ghould thew have a propramme drawn
up well in advance to held (t's
meet)ngs sach 11 a diufferent aresn
to which all the Regions) (o=
ardinators would be invised either
4o attend or submit x report. By
rotating the meetinss each tige
toa diffavent district this would
zive mome members a travelling
advant apnd others a disadvantzza.
A programme could ke worked out o
nover z11 areas In say 1 year or 2
depenilinyr on how many vegions. In

Co=vrdinators who shoutdd

Heme

tiie way mem bers thronghout the
country would oomtact
with the central orgatleatiorns

hava erealer

Meatings gould be asrranged so that
in winter when iravelling counld
prove difficult, they were held in
central easily reached ares i.e.
liondon B rmingcham, etc.

Nt imately the aim ahould be far
thesa representatives that is,
County =and Fegztonal 4o be elected
in their arez the gans as I presume
the varicus National offficizls will
be eventually.

liwing as we do and meny others who
practien B in a rather remote part
of the country our only cuantact at
prasent Is dhrough the Newslettern,
It same chain of representation wasg
Wb) feuligd gimilar to the cne I
witlined I thimk that people
sUcH 8 pastivan would tot feel
nl uff,  Not everysne has
adther tha inclination or time to
gend letbars with thelr peints of
view Cur oonsidaration 2t the top
anfl of nourse the whale structure
be used in reverge fof passe
information, sto.; downwards.

m

furthar

Okin
like to put forward.
nd€rase

e petting our mame

suzaesiion I showld
T like the
lahe) s and T think

idan of

efitvld be
Wont having an
: children
world love to wear them as well
adulte. * If wa have olose on
06 families we should be able to
zall 2,000 vadesz - and make a
profit?

) bads

I hope youw might find zome of
fdeas nesTul.
sincerely,

Deliedadpeed

St. Brannocks Cottace,

St. Bramnoekhs MY,
Jraanten, N.Devon.

2l notes A badge nne been
ned and will azoon be in prodact
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LEMIERS. e oo
Dexr Bditor;

We se¢ a o

vial proklem within B
at presents If The Core Gronp mem—
bera are honest with thamselves,
thiey must concede that the organisa-
la now too Targe to confinue
fiha excallent bat

¢ principlés emplaoyed
that the Core
Graut ¢ has twd clinless = to run
the arsanigation i a fanner very
y e ntativa of the
the majority of the
slilpy ©F to press aleard as
oy withe

ey constitation
poevarchycal repreasnta=
struesiire, glectod E‘,'[

ahip 2t all levels = the

A Nore Group L still Bn
exrellant ons

(=) [atmost certainly) ST time

reslonol adriniztrstive suppari
witon rapid and efficient acress to
information the organisatior holds
by ardinary memhers who might find
it n=etil white practicing EO.

In implying that it is becoming easw
1 W

ordinary member to view

tha prasent ore Group as sameth
off a oliqeay T don't mean t:v retr‘
from tneir achievemelits; they are
y rommitted members in
ter t 18- and -et'fort devoted

g the people wha had

’ it upin tha first
fast remaing that
‘ave to evalva if it

o become a nation-
11 needn't

with mood

al arganieat
.C' nome %o

Tows: sincerely,
Liz and Hok Turner
1% 'Tennysor Rl Bognor Resis, Sissex

Dear Editorm,

Asa previous no-memter of K.,0. who
attended the Birmingham Conference
coud]l I say a big thank you to all
the organigers and people whe names
I lef't ou the Ssturday evening, with
2 warm glow feeling that I had heen
with some very special people on a
speeial day.

Joyce, Mathew(s) Kirsty (2) and I
are now memters of 0, Joyce weaves
and T teach biolegy, at a new School
in the Hyshden area eof Nrnrthants.DI
would 1ike to suggest that as thig ig
a new seho 1 an early initiative by
B conid rasult in opening up a
rasouree facility including 1ibrary,
video; romputer science labse., ete.,
plus the involvement af helpful
subject specialists. Sota possibil-~
tige for D in the avea:l
a) uge of resarroes for particular
projecig, experimenis, books, efe.
b) ionger term involverent in a gourse
in 2 particular subjsct ‘area a.g.
ecplogy, 8 language or if degired exam,
o) coming into the odd session/s oa
ar subject which parraillels
home gfudy.
Niat ornly would Thie hopefully, benefit
B memkers, but also produce rTeedback
to the mchoaly and kids in the class-
roomy working towards a successful
pogitive educatioral axperience for
2g many as possible. As I am stil1d
leaming I invite criticism, thess are
aarly dzys I have not approached other
people =t the school about thess ideas.
Maa it would te easier to enter
negotiations withse

a) letters of support from B0 loeally
b) 1oeal &) nemberg latters of parti-
culay requiremsnts;
r:) commi ttment by loecal H) to try and
nee facilities i offaerad.

=
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LETTERS: svss

How such a scheme mighl be implimentad
obvicusly depends on demand,

2)In the past T have enjoyed taking
people on what weuld normally be call
called a biology Tield trip. 3=5
days camping/hostelling studying
ec0l0gy, seashore, woodlands,bird-
watching, soil, rocks,etrn.,weather
permitting. If weather not permitting
we usually end up studying weather,
talking and playing.

My reason for raising this topic 1g
twofold. PFirst people at the =on-
ference expressad concern about tpheir
children meeting and having contact
with other: children. Second and I

say this with reservaiions, although
B has a unity it appears te oscur
maily via thas sore-group,NL,=ome
local meetings and the annuval con-
ference; rather than by physical
getting ‘together to shave problems,
discuss activities ele, If families
feel the need to make linke witk
cthers, or schildren would like 1o gei
together or = fieild-siudy trip, or
perhaps and EQ camp, then lete gat
some feedback., Perhaps zcme kids
from schosls coauld become inveivad,

Whatever happens I would like 1o =ay
we are have, use as. Joyce is willing
to offer help or spinning and weaving,
can I bhelp with science o¥ 1ocal fati-e
onzl activity. dathew and Kirsty have
offered to play.

Andrew & Joycelyle,
14 Gurnards Ave., Fishermead,
Miltor Keynes, Bucks MKA 2F!

Tear FO

T am's and I dori't 30 to schoel. 1T
would 1ike 2 pen Triend,

1 1ike swimmine.

fporm

Puw' Smith

27 Crown (ourt, West Wycomhe ,Bucks,

Dear Editor

nce a MNewsletter is regquired as
a meang of copmunicatiocn. This could

be published commercizlly (Tike
Fopular Gardening! or 'Athleties
Weskly') in the hope that advertising
and sales would provide the revenus.

Yours
ReEmmatt,1d X0ollier Close,Eastbourne
Bast Suzsex. BR22 330

Deay

Before T gave up work to have and
cducale my own children I wss Deputy
Head of = Frimary Zchool. 1 wonder

if T eah be of assistance to individual
parerts who right need 'sdvi"e/guuiﬂnce/
or a teacher a faw hours a week to
"enrdok! their educational programme.
I world enjoy travalling reund and
teaching B children (n their own
homags T fesl more peopla would *have
2 po' af only thay had some profes—
sional help to boost their confidence
and alse to give a break from thelr
usiel tearhex(or or Dad).

Toure sincarvely
Dizne Qibsar, Beauchanp ottaze,
Alcastar Haath, Aleester, Marwickshirs

Dear B

I you know Df anyone haVing a ckild
with a handl=ap whs would likes ta
coniact s (-J‘.u‘ dorn Tiephen suifers
From Lowmtz Syndrome ‘and is being
educated =t home) to share and
undergtand the protlems they have

or had, we will be enly too willing.
We have had many foster childrsn

with many protlems =nd maybe can

kalp somesne through = trying perivd.
We ac parents jmow the powers that be
try to class the person with a
handicap as 2nd olass and not entifled
ta their rights, and mueh more is
ngeded to help fhenm ackisva everything
that anyone alsge bds,

Yours

Edna & Vic Bdwards, 25 Weaver Grove.
Farr; Si.Helens, Nerseysids,
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‘Special  Needs’

Within EO there are a number of families with children who are either
physically or mentally handicapped, or have specific learming difficulties
some of these children may already be deschooled, whilst other families
may be undecided. Without doubt though, they do have several things in
common; a feeling of isolation, a fear of their LEA (often justified)

and lagtly the need to mwake contact with familiesg with similar protlems.

It is with thege things in mind that we hope to btegin a self-help group
within 0. Our first task will be to prepare a contact list (the families
would still be listed in the main contact list) together with brief details.
So that members would be able to get in touch with eath other - this list
would also be very useful for new members, many of whom may be desperate to
locate someone who would understand. There ara, of course, endless
poseibilities; pen or tapa friende, support in legal battles, etc.,, We want
you to tell us what you want! We will then try to co-ordinate it and
delegate tasks to those people who offer. (The more help and enthusiasm
offered, the more we can achieve,)

Flease do write as goon as possible (questionnaire below) as it will take
a little time to sort it out, and we hope to arrange a meeting in the summer,
possibly Trent Fark in September? We will report back in the next Newsletter.

Finally we do admit to more than a casual interest — our little girl, Sian
(11) has had several major operations due to a congenital Scholiosis
(collapsing spine) and she is also Asphasic -= a hearing and speech dis-
order which results in 2 confused world and learning disorders - with a
normal IQ and appearance this causes logs of confidence., Sian ig now
degchooled, So we need you tool

sincerely, Malenlm and Julie Duff, Hagfield Court, Hasfield, Gloucestershire.
Name

LR R N N
Address

R R T R N R ORI

Children and Ages

Special Child Age

D ) Tersass ey

Details

Deschool ed Yea/ﬁo (detatea) Suggestions

R L R R R I R R

R R A R R ]

please complete and return to above address,Haszfield Court, Hasi'ield, (loucsa.
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Karen

When I first decided to keep Karen at home, T became tense and anxious
about teaching her SOMETHING every day. 5o I kept track of her reading

and made her read to¢ me daily. She started chewing her fingers while

reading and squirming a lot, which she never dves. I had to realize that

it wae crazy to subject her to pressure like that; I might as well send her
to school. So I dropped the whole subject and carried on reading to ker

but never mentioned ker reading at all. After three weeks she started
reading again and never lacked back. That was just a month or two past

her fifth birthday. Now at age 6 and 1 month she can read virtuaily any
bork in the junior library, where I spend a half day a week.

What delights me about her reading ig that when she gets to a difficult
word, she just glides over it, pronouncing it as closely as she can, but
not hesitating at all. The result is that she never locgeg the thread,
and comprehends nearly everything., I now realize what damage is done by
the school method, which participated in all the time Sarah (now 9) was
in the infants. The teacher or a helper ligtens to ewvery child every
day always correcting, and rarely for long enough to finish a story,

or to develop anything remotely approaching enjoyment. Our 16 year old
kelps a poor reader in the secondary school who has suffered from this.
This child is eleven can read any word i,e. can crack the code, but
cannot tell you the sense of a single sentence, or sumrarize a paragraph
let alone a chapter, of’ "Charlie and the Chocolate TFantory' for example.

To get back to Karen., A few months after my lessor in reashing reading,

I began to wonder what I should do about writing., I ramembered fthat

Sarah used to write every Monday morning 'I went %o the allotment' in

her writing book. Trying to learn from past mistakes, I dacided to do
nothing. At the end of that week Karen suddenly amounced that she would
make & list of the streets in our area. (Strest signs had been the mainstay
of our reading scheme.) Since then she has writien reams, including stories
shopping lists, letters to the cat, etec.

Sarah is jealous of Karen's being at home, beraunse she was miserable at the
infants and would like to have stayed home thenm. She was complaining a lot
recently about going to school, but when T said that if she made enough fuss

I would keep her home; the complaints stoppsil and she started going happily
again. The junior head has written a paper about what he hopes to aghieve
through his school, which reads like the manifesto of your average FO parents.
I bave my doubts about whether his approach can work with 200 children at a2
time, but it's nice to know that there are schonls that fry o 11berate the
child.

We have Five childrsn in. all, with three at secondary school reasonably happy.
I hope Karen will go to the Juniors in due course, partly because T will
probably have to work then. I wish T had known about H) before. Many
people say that to me in connectior with the breastfeeding industry, but
it's hard to become known, Don't yau think?

Feggy Thomas
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DIGITAL COMPUTING...

I Nearnt this the other day which I thought worth pazsing on. You can do
the & to © times tables or your fingers in the Following way

(7 x 8)

add in 10s

multiply

Hold your
Number the

front of you, thumbs up.
6,7,3,9 (as abova)

Toneh together the fwo Pingers (numbers) you wish to multiply 7 x 9 (see abova)
The fingers dand thimks above the touching Fingers ars added together in 10s (50)
and the Cingers below, insluding the touching ones, are multiplied one

gide with the other (2 % 3 = 6) makinz 56.

Another exampl
4 %0 =16 €

auch together s, two thamks sbove are 20 =and

.

Frigeilla Park heirs

have the titles and author of a book spotted in passing through

deseribes a system of mathe using fingers but to 2 very high
¥ i.es Logs, ete, Let us know pleass., Reen (harles,

) yeara apwards either ag a
of momputer programming. IT anyone
zupply copies of {nhe programs on recei
sultable CAE,

me or

The programs may regquire some modification fhr TRS=%0, but this

tie = wple jobs T am alse ind ing ta write varsione of' the
for BML 390Z; BBG Micro and possibly the 16K ZX.— 87,

IMillips, Tat 2, 179 Deighton Rnad, Deigktoen, Huddergfield,
West Yaris, D2 107,
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STOP THE BUREAUTRAIN

The day that full-time staff begin to work Tor BO., my family and I will
withdraw our membership. Why?

1 We don't need them; if jobe dontt get done on time, or den't zet dons at
all then either on-one will mind and it won'i matter anyway, or,
someor.e will be annoyed enough to feel bound to take on the |oha

2 The whole ethos of EO ig to do with parests and children, together
in the world around them - a full time Chairpérscn would becomsa
increasingly rémote a2nd entrenchad.

3 Bureaucrats cost money.
DONTYT Do IT Ee ©W)

The strength of B ig in its divarsity of aims
changing membershiyp, changing Core/Fublicatic
profile as a natioral organisation and its lask of hyper-orn
Certainly W membership is growing apd I think i1 is falr to say Fhat
principle of teaching ones own is beginning {to get z gocd name in Bri

ard idesls smong membéra, its
group membershi Yo

Well, how can the membership best be helped? By the iufragtructure anvigaged
ty Mr. Simon Crant in hlg addraess to Co<grdinzstors? By bumphlets emanzdting
from a central office? No, I think not. Ieople like the Newsletter. That's
the arswer. Just keep the Newsletter going: IT szomeone 1s rumning an
Atlantic sack race for EO members then let it be aanouncad in the NewsTotter,
If someone else wants to ask for advice in a2 general way .ss the Newslotier,
If a rather inarticulate and rankling member suddanly denides fo pit e
inandible voice againsgt the growing eries of "irganize

find sgpace in the Newsletter. By the way what¥s a1l this r abont
resources? The kind of tat that passes for rasources in sdhouls is all too
easy to coma by, Our whole world is a reshurce, our home, street, towd,
selves are the most valuable resourses.

3" then hopefully he ean

Having said all this, I am not anaware of the kard work that 1913 of p=ipie
have put in. However I don't think anjyone wioc bean or ls presanily

5

involved in an official capacity felt or fasls thal the Lo dD ids
Portunately there seems te be 2 gteady trickle of people whin come Torward
to take over.

Ligten folks, as a rile I don't write angry letters bt T fecl s girsee]y
about this guestion of ) Lid., that T am compellsd to act, T aw sure, [or
the =eake of all loving, genuine and caring parents comnectod it O » ot
fay becosie. 30, for all cur sakes, plaase resist any attempls to put B0

anything like a bureaucratic footing,

lavid Tairman
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‘The Peaceful History of the World’

I joined FO recently and I have & 5§ ysar old daugghter at home (who reads well)
The idea of not sending har i schkoel came o me gradually, so that I have
becona slowly daware of our amazing freedoms no gyllabug and mo official
viewpaint t0 Be protected.
Although ot the orly source of knowledge and urdergtanding, books can be a2
great delight and ingpivation., But it is y Yo find books which present
a worldview outeide mainsgtraam thinking, Moet textborks are spologies for
first-world, capitalist, ve and violect society. History books for
example, present the history of 82 tg of the world and imply that the
important events of the pust e a geries of invasions and battles.
Where is & "peacefil' history of the world in which all peoples are raspectable
protagonists and the important events are the common joys and sorrows of 1iving?
(And so6, alsp where are the alternatives to firgt-world geography, literature
as profuced by oppressive linguistic majoritiss only, science with no attempt

at moral evaluation),

It seems to me hard snou T tumy  oup sled mindes in new directions without
the additional handieap of wsing the old materials

OFf ccurse it is possible by spending a lot of time to compile good material from
thrs source and that, to collect the information and thinking published in
gpecialised journzls eor by the Yalternative' neiwork, and so to pressent a better
idea of realitys, But I would be very thenkful if snyone thinking along these
linés can come up with hHelpfl suggestions, There muat be some books which
are better than other

=

ortant, The dinesaurs I s
bivoresl) = they ars all

the sariy h

giatures in books are algo ir
the o Lhem were

2g 4are

€0 ‘are Mos

NS

fagliftzs that I osah% 1o

o1 Higtony of the Worldf!

I am daunted at dewn and

writ'ten Ylhe

Fleasa, anyore with good bock =
E. Addey, Pratale, Vallingegno,

e ———
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E.O. in LITERATURE

"In Mexico I have observed that psople who are illiterate or who write
1ittle have memories Far superior fto the fluantly literatse inhabitants

of the industrialiged countries. Among other factz, this sugpgests that
literacy is not the blessing it is advertiszed to ba, especially when

people uge it merely tv resd msterial That impoverishes their capacity

to experience and imagine."

"The way one reads a philosophy or higtory book is formed - or deformed -
ty education. The Schanl sime to zive sach student a certain amount of
"oultural property"” and at the end of their scheoling cartifies the students

‘ag having at lsast the minimum amounfs Studenis are taught fo read = hook

so they can repeat the authors main thoughts. Thin is how the s
Flato, Aristotle; Descartes, Spinoga, Leibniz, Kant, Heide

ts Yknow!
or, Sartredeseesva

They do not learn to question the philesophers to talk 1o themj..."
Both thege quotations are from "To Have or To Be?!" by Erich Fromm

Rachel Pinney on "Learner Directed Learning" from har bocklet "CREATIVE LISTENING!
which she was selling at the Birmingham conference - "Say a shild che
have a history lesson by this wmethod. The ‘teacher makes ilable himgalf and
his knowledge and any reference books he happens fo have and then leavem all
the initiative to the pupil.

Prom then on anything sves. [The child may choose to uge the lesson to falk
about the subject, read the books and ask the teacher stions; which the
teanbar then answevrs. He may choose to spend his time balking about somebhing
other than the schedzlsd topie, or staring out of the window. Whatever he
does, he is learning.iee.

At 211 times the teacher under-answs 1 e for {ime when thay
are asked. This ig beczuge very ot‘!.::n tha 1( raey does not actually want an
answerj he may be thinking out loud in the fertile epvirsament of fhe teachers
priesence.

»ooTechnical names should be given foll

preceding it, and the fe
freedom to make his own zessociations:"

ages ho

acher muast

"The teacher has drawn a tree on the bla
They all get busy -
at the hlackboard.
"T can't ses what
Az oak or arn ash ¢
"Juet drzy that

Hugo wonsidars wh
PONE

noand, wnich they are

mst seratnhes his neck and

tree 1% is," he says. ‘'What's i1 supposed to he?®

It doesn't make any dx.r”:"axyﬁf'e what it e
do what his teacher dells ham, buf lng concience

"af sourse it makes @ differan~e."™ Ani ke beslus

anal Flag instesd,

From PHUGAY™ by Maria Gripe
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In July 1915, at the age of thirteen y2ars ard seven months T arrived at the
sarden gzate, nol becuunsa I had any particular flair for gardening at the
time, but because work in & village like Anyhoe was very scarce; and
itherefore, following in the footsteps of my forefathers, I started work

tor the Cartwright family; not realizminz that I should devote a 1ifetima's
work to these very

a

ardeng.

I was extremely fortunate to be able 4o work under a liead gardener of the
old sehools Tiike most of his kind !;

all aspes
les, Although
later to B

datier

know] et

f

d he excelled in growing fruit

s =ide of gardening theroughly

T tuition when I became

c began to find my vocation

k ng under glass, growing all
rowing and zare of orchids

se n:-:otlrr and exeiting plants

my hobly.

anml Vi
AN wa
Yead
in
hirds

areanho
of pot
diicH followed in the
niot only béeans part of

Ny first impression
in stature, who
always wore
I cannot 1
He wore black le:
gpare pair each
tin "m*al‘iivw

a 1all stern looking man, upright
mmed goateg beard and a woustache. He
iff white wing collar,
:*/:»!lnr, sven in mid summers

sport

t can gse the
IRSTINE,. FOR THE
regpect Mr. Brown,
Bensath that st
ratieni and wonl
dv to ligten. I
edze he imparted

F0Ome,

er
!

ndargiandin

snpear, whan compared
ot Trom 6400 am
finish sarly at

A

veine the day of rast.

mday

not inusuel or too arduaous
ey was entering iato 3
i tlE sroumsps.
Fromn CAHEDTT 01.OFY vkl o i MEl Faiplries,

Jarice (Qwa:
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RESOURCES |, ()

Avon

Beds

BRINILE QlFboAr
Berks

SNODIN LfgAr
alse QT

Bucks

COMINO=J AME§ Xg
WATSON QnTzCAy
also QFT Lfk
Cambs

BALL ¢PZomWtR
EVERDELL: F
HARVEY Cs
WILLIAMS TaRa
Cheshire
HUGHES Te
Cleveland
ADDISON Ta
LAMDIN QTIMIRa
Cornwall
Cumbria

BAXTER @T¢
HEATH QTTzeMAc
MARSH GQTe5aChRa
Devon

DACRE TdMRatXm
FHILLIFS SeF
STOKES/GEDIES Wd
THEOBALD T
Derbyshire
CARTER Cs
KIRK Th
Dorset

ASMAN TmCsRw
TAVEY QILfM
TRAINA LiCsWiRa
also QT

Tmrham

Essex

ANNISON Rh
BROWN QT

EFSOM/WEBER TnSelaMia

LOCKINGTON RfE

STRINGER CnswFRE
WILLOW CsAwRat
Glos

WWEF X

Hersford & Wores
INGHAM FRst
MURHAY=WAT
RANNIE
alse JTLT2RW
Herts
THOREFE Re
alse Lfe

¥

SON QT2M

Humberside

Isle of Man
GILLINGS QrIsms
Isle of Wight
GRAY SeRh

RICHES ThalifCbprs
SNCW TbCdeRs

STEWART QT
also Rh
Kent

FRYD FbRh

JONES QTpSbcRhv
WATES FRa

al=zo W TI2h

Lancs

LOTZOU &T
WALMSLEY QTIcAc
WHITELEGG TeWuAhDn
zlse SInCAhkv

Leics
WILSON=TIICKSON C=MRa
alsc @Tm Cs

LEWIS CbhswRw
London

EARNETT hT
BARRETT Td=EmRh
BASHARAN LTAMprOWst
BELL QT

BEENEILS QLTamSMy
BRIIGEMAN TS
COLE CeEWmAne
ELENOR QT2

FARNDON Lr
FURKNELL, &1 M
GILBERT Cirsidrz
HUHTA  GAANRR
JOHNSON R1

LOUKES Te

MERCER RT
MONTFORT-2HEBE R
NOLAN TaabyRhv
ROGOL Qo
SHEFHERT @dhTTh
VLABOS ThCs
alss gnT Gl ek
B >y Manchs 52

GARTREN Th
HOLT 9TImOr

JONES: TMRo(cyels= |
LOWE TpcsRhv

MeCOY He

ROSH lRe

M ide

KENYOHR ™

Norfolk

GREY (TomSp

HALL  Wh(Railways)
LARTADG TmS pChrhwFRhvw

MANSFIFLD MOpveXd
zlso Th

JUNE 1982

Northants

also QTL

Notts

CLOHESSY Qn

Oxon

DENNO QI'mSMp

GRANT QTZmSciRv

TefLaMesCeWiAcw

SMITH QT

salop

STEFHENS QdCwAsRa

also MgpsCswAy

Somerset

KELLAND Rh

MARTIN AfRnh(Badgemaking)

STEPPING STONES Aa

Ftaf'fs

WILSON 'TeprMpCsWst

Suffolk

FEAENLEY Ra

CUTHRIE LfiCphRa

YOURG TAdmaRa

Surre

ANIREMS QTIefR(1athe)

RICICCHL ThrLiRo

FATRFIELD QTZeL1Rv

Suscex REast

MUTTER Cro

FRNNY  Tafohprw( theatresraft)
FILGRIM TemShzARh

RANKIN MvzFidrhs

West

TELLNTE  TMr

HOLLANT T=Rh

McKNIGHT GeT%Xm

TURNER GTL2Shgbes

Tyme & Mz

woao T
dest Midlanis
CLaWLEY T
WILTON=-JONES TtA
aloe QI'23m MreCTh
YiTlts

PISHER WTLrAh(Basketu)RE
FREFMAN TaLi Rty

§¥e
IORALL Rh

HUNT T7xRv

WHITH  QUIsen( candles )Rhy

e Yorks

TORDINGLEY (home ecrnemy)

JOBRS C=

HOARE Ra

WINKLEY TeleM

WY orks

COCFER  C=R

LYON C=

TATCHING.  QTOI

WALTON/TRACEY. R~

w




Wales
THEUNISSEN CcFWst

PASSMORE  QThWt(writer)
MOS8 TLfiRa

FORD FRah

Scotland

CONDRY QTILrMprCir
HOLLITAY Ra

CAVANAGH S1CsRah
WEIR Ra

MITCHELL QTT

MUNRO Cd(Nursing)
DOWNTIE ‘TaSbRaw
MacFIE CfFRtv
LEE QTa
SFRINGTHORFE
Overseas

ADDEY LiAcsRa

CphAcRah

] qualified or experienced
Qa accountant

Ql lawyer

Qd Dr or cther medical

YN nNuUTsery nurce

gr speech therapist

Qsw social worker

}T teachsr

47 of the deaf

WT of the handicavped

T tuition or interest in
TO pre-schocl

Tl primacy

T2 secondary

77 tertiarvy

Ta art

Tb bible or R,E.

Tec eomputing

Te english

Tef as a foreign lang,

Tg gecarathy

Th history

T
TP

faths
D. €. dancing ete.
rogding

enFinecri
meneral 5o,
electronics wte,
natural hiztery ctc.
thysies

moology

lanruaces

french

german

italian

e~

Nom 3

5

[~
1
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latin
portuguese
russian
spanish
turkish

music
clarinet
guitar

plang
recorder
singing
violin

Suzuki method
crafts
tuilding/ plumbing
cars/mechanical
delays
electrician
furmiture
boats/nantical
photography

v pettery

Frinting

soft materials
(widely varied)
wood/carpentry
farming ete.
bees

dogs

goats

hens

orchard

sheep

(many others poss)

W
Wh
Wd
Wm
Ws
Wt
Wu
A
Az
Ab
Ac
Af
Ah
Ak
Ama
Ame
Ap
Ar
A
At
Av
AW

Ay

work/affice skills
bookkeeping
durlicating
management
shorthand

tyTing

unions
altermatives ete,
astrology
bioenergetics

childbirth/breastfeeding

feminism

herbalism or homeopathy
£olklore/local knowledge

nassage
meditation
political ete.
therapy( various)
self-sufficiency
technology

R reEsources

Ra accommodation

Rc computer

Rff "friendship exchange"
Rh  holiday exchange

Rl personal library

Ro outings ﬁinterest in)
Rp premises(workspace etc.)
Rs self-contained accom.
Rt tent space

Rv wvisits

Aw workshops

X  experience of or interest
in special needs

Xd dyslexia
Xg gifted children
Xm mental handicap

( other categories poss.)

N.B, PLEASE DO NOT ASSUME THIS
INFORMATION IS CORRECT, OR ACT
CR RELY ON IT, BEFORE CHECKING
WITH THE INDIVIDUALS CONCERNED.
Thers are bound to be some
errors in a list of this type -
many apologies, And this list
is compiled from old question-
naires, so some peoples circum-
stances will have changed.

We are hoping to send out new
questionnaires with the August
newsletter, and I hope to put
the skills and resources from
those onto the next contact list
in the same ccded form. We hope
this will be a valuable means of
direct communication between
membérs, Since it will be some
months before this is compiled,
Please let your co-ordinator
know of any additions or alter-
ations.

Fer names and addresses
of skills and resources
marked "also", please

ask the coordinator,

Finally may I offer my personal
apologies to those whose skills
have been squeezed in to oné of
my rather arbitrary categories.
The intention is to guide
people to make contact, when

vegetarian or vegan you can reveal the whole truth!

vwholefood cockery
yora




Our two schocl-age daughtere have been out of school for 2 years. It

has done them no harm academically and they're certainly much better adjusted,
confident kids now.

Thig year we have opened an alternative gchool here with 40 children aged
from § to 16. The school has a lot of contact with the community through
extanded gtudent's work-experience activities, great parental involvement, and
a gympathetie loval newspaper. Children are often not in "School" (an old
homestead) , but out—there somewhere, which includes work at home - their

own or others.

We are expesting official acereditation within the next few weeks.
Otherwise yours,

Adrian and Lorraine Doesburg, P.0., Roleystone, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 611

—_
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G.W.S. Snippets

LEARNING WITE HER SO Brenda (owall wWs23y

"oooMy son, Kaley stayed out of school lagt fall, not so mich because T
had proof that home was batber for him, but becaves 1 did have proef that
school had not been good for me. In such a place of Increased tension
and ‘anxiety, I had {'elt much lonlinems, fear, and uncertainty...

Although T learned to play the intellectual gane auite well as a "Grade A"
student, I never learned to develop or trust my own reasoning capabilities
and intuitiomna.

evelizst a1l then, determined to [find = betber way, I kept Kale at home,
and glowly my whole conception of leamming changed. In working with him
in a more matural setting, learnming became a2 way of satisfying a ravenous
hunger to know — insects and dragons; electrieity and tools, Spanish and
English, the Renaigsances.. They =ll becawe real, fascinating foolsy to
Erow by

For myself, I recovered a ngarly lost art; the =rt of' sgking questions

of* wondering and sgeavrching for answers. 1 know fhinge about Christopher
Columbus that they never mentioned 1m schonl, =and I'we learned how io
keep a daily journal and ledger for my home business, Most important to me
I've learned to trugt myself.

I wrote this then for all of you whe have aulfered fron similar school
withdrawal symptoms, hoping you $op will 1lat your children learn at

home, not Jjust for their growth, but to open your ows risty:doors and

get to knew that curicus ¢hild in jour owin miad..."

NOT WORKING Nanpy Wallaoe GWSE3

Meoed Friend called me up the ather day, upset because it was time to
renew her permission to teadh hker =zon a2t Home and she figured ghe'd hava
2 herd time, since lasgt year she really hadTnct followed through a4 211
the things she said she was goitde o do = < v spellizg lessoms, math for
an hour z day, eic. As she talked, i1t became ¢lear that homs-gchonling
wagn't working out for her - sha had other things ghe wanted to do, her
husband waentt very helpful; her son kinda wanted to be in school, and

so on - but gomehow she Telt guilty about even thinking of sending her
son back, When 1 mentioned that since she had so many reservations -about
home=schooling, perhape it would make eense Tor her son to jugt try the public
schorl again, and think of it as an experiment, sls seamed s0 relieved

and arazed..s"

THEIR OWN FACE Jeannie Finan sy

Mool hope We can 211 maintzin ouwy awareussg tlist tha Toveligst thing
about home scho ling is that childrsén can nmové at thelr own pace. TFf-a
child learns to read at dze 3, brave! I 5 #hild Ysarns to read 4t ags 2
bravol T think we sometimes tend to want ouy children o achiave
miracihlous feats, educational :and otherwise, to 'prove! that we are

deing the right thing.

We Tove the time with our children (my nusbasd and T zre fortmmte tin work
at home so we are together a great deal) and though T do admit I beam with
at least inner pride that our two lowve to lears awnd study, my heart sinze
when I see that they can stop at any moment, They can run 1n the woodg
any time of dzy, play in the sandbox whenever the mped strikes them,
create their own scheduless We lose the ehildren inside curselves go
ezsily and guickly in this soriety; I Towve home=geho i ling becanse |+ 20 lows
oty »kildren to be just that < shildren....'
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GWS Snippetsi.sss GWs24

”...0n Sept.30, Eileen and Spencer Trombly (CT) their daugnter Sarah, and I
asppeared on the nation-wide TV show "Good Morming Amerieca. The Pormat of the
ghow only gave us about 7 or % minntes fto speak vur prece, Nevertheless I
heard later from my publishers bthat our segment ereated the largest response
(phone and Mail) that “Good Morning America' has ever received..."

1 have been reading CWL since NoJ13 to rend 1n snippets to the newsletier,

as well s reading for pleasurs since the first one. It iz always interesting
and informative, but I did find Ne 24 (the latest one I have regeived) extra
special, There are some excellent book reviews and lonig articles — far too
much for the snippets column. It also confiains a very long directory sf
people interested in making contact. 5o can T urge everyone to try tc get
hold of the whole magazing = 1f single coples arve not available, the charge
of £3 For six issues ig really pgood yalue becalge each Issue containg nearly
a whole hock, because it s in =mall print. Fo I your have not read Srowing
Without Schooling yet and you en joy the anippets, Jdo read No.24.

(N.B. QWS always needs voluntaers, ssperinlly typistz, so if you fancy

a working holiday In Bogton in exchange for beaed and lodgiag, contact them
at 729 Boylston Straet, Boston, MA D211F)

Jane Davies.

ro ae EO. KIDS

Working with BO kide at the Birningham mesting made me ‘aware of the need
for most deschoclers to heve cpportunities of getting together; and of
their ability to organige and take an acltive rale ia M.

Grownups are discussing things like respburces apl 'where does B go from
here! and they are not taking into acoount the people with the most valid
ideas - those baing yosu — the deschooleds

when T was younger I would have leved Yo have had Lhe chance of camping
trips, discussior weekends and just having 2 chance of being with others
al=o deschoolad.

If any of you have any comments or suggestions as to what you wom'ld 1 ike
wky not write to me (nr phone 1§ thig 1s easier),

et out your pens?

Wanda (Harrison)
The Birntlands, Tenbury Wells, WE15 358 Tel. 079 472 347
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CO~ORDINATORS

1 am more ar less ready to gend out the guestronnaires to co=ordinators.
But, for obwious reasore, I don't wieh to send ther to aryore who does

not want o deal wath them. Perhiaps T could put it this ways I would

like volimtsers from the panks of present cet-ordinators who are prepare
to take oh these taske?

1) to receiva theee and other guestionnaires and kesp ther,

2) to werify and update the information or them by consulting local membs
1) to circelate or eomehow present the i{nformation Yo local memba 1f and
whan they wart 1ty and to someone for the very ocaasiomal compilatiow of
national lietss (I'm rorry if this sourde = bit bureanmoratic = not intended)

T kpow this sort of thips doesn't appeal to everyene but T wonld he glad
LY the couniry could ba covared; perhaps by orne keen person taking on this
ror Lheir nedghbours, and 0 no co-ordinztpr in a region wishes to do this
fhen T would e yery glad LfF someons else voluntasered, I persondlly sdée
it 25 @ very worthybhile and vital rolea, and T hope vthers will share iy
enthusiadu. T i3 rot think that one bag any need to be practicing
Oihevwies Bdication 4o 4o this sorl of jo¥ - that requirement is more
ralevant to advising people with dirfioult protlems and enguiries.

So uf pon dre daspited; or Just inferested, And yon would Tike your
ated?n  questionnairees, congult your neighbouring co=erdinators and write
to me otatime which precipely area or region you are taking ow and 1 will
then Fuormnrd the relevant gquestionnalresy

So=e off you ave already 2 sters ahead and rave organised your own local
ar regronil informe -1on gatherings Mease lTet me have = copy!

T feel that 1% is my unwelcoge duty to pase on the boree of part of 2
digevzeion at the lagt cove group meeting. The actions and advive of
pomrdigntoys ara, of course, sntirely their owun responsibility., There
12 ng adtneedty kaaded doyrn Cerd amy Bierarchys coserdinators veluntesr,
LSy aré not apjeinted. Byt T undersined that some people give mere
wEight thay perbars they should to their advice, =0 beware! Don't give
pEaple adyice 1 there 18 the possibilaty of them saking your advice and
it galay srorg. Do w=ie clear thal what yor Say Le an your own authority

2 8 warth B extra JLet betausge you kave voluntesred to cowordinate.
And 3P possible (fMiz ie the advise of Jemes Fearnley) stisk 4o giving
PENE er Phas sV sings them on decisions,

ot SPanT, Fin Faym House, Soutl Binkssy, Oxtford
{mnd T 1L Be Shrwarded wien %e leaves we hope to Fave & naw
nddr egs by the mext Vewsletter)

FLEASE MUTE New Co=ordinster for Essex ig
Sardse Cottee 24 Depeway, Feyntsrs Hi11, Verges Bagdildew,

Thanke 2 Ceralarwe Toskington Ffor her were zs #ssordinatoy and happyr seoving!
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BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE

We have had many, mary letters (207) from people who attended the

Birminghar Conference saying how pleased they were with the total experience -
from lunch to John Holt, and lots of pats on the back for those who organised
it. We couldn't get exact figures but reckoned that maybe 250 upwards adults
and 100 kide attended. Georf Harrissn carvied 498 gdllons of watar in buckets

to the tea and coffee urng, we ussd 450 plates and 1250 plastic cups. ‘

T enjoyed 1t too. Dick Kitto opened the aonference with a brief history of
Bducation Otherwise, and handed over to John Holt, who spoke in a general {
way making the following points and others.

Children should be safs, welcome, useful, needed, respecied, as they move in
our society., Childrer are natural learners, [learming is not 'a product of
teaching, We should provide access to the world, to peorls, places, reésources
musical instruments, books. We have 200 years of "Childhood",an ecovomic- 1
politizal state of no righte imposed on young humarns unable to make their
views adeguately heard, to overceme. Most teaching prohibits learning.
Roughly 10 = 15 thousand clildran are deschoolsd in Ameriea.

Apropos court cases — the most detailed statements get the most favourable
rulings: Alsgo to deter any official, coppile langthy 'and well thought out
statements with the idea that if he gets the 1mpression that you are well
prepared to fight Tor what you consider the right courss of actiou and are
prepared to go on fighting for nonths and years he will let you do it.

The Hippopotamus Question: if everyone deschooled then what would become of us
Answers Don't worry, they won't,

The wWords of the wise contain an infuriating nessage, "You're ton stupid to

3 it 2at POr yoursell so TV1l explain it o you."

better o zo 10 s64aol and confront 1/30th of an adults anxiety
ratlier ihan gtay home and rzet the whele of itf.

Kide need aceess Y0 tiskets of learning.

e should. find work worth doing and gev the children to help rather than
locking for sometling they might do.

John Folt put Hie address Up too : 729 Boyleion Streei, Boston, Mass 02116 USA

Various segsions dealing with aspects fror getting started in B0, to ceping
with LEAey exams, special handicaps, through to exploring ideas such as
flexischooling were held in different parts of the University Education Complex.
This seemed particularly helpful ia that the secsions wers small and vpeocle
able to perticipate in the discussions.

Upstaire were 2 crecke reom with playthings; a ccuple of librariare from 1
Pirmivzram Library with neaps of bocks reading stories to epave children,
and = roon with lets of really interesting computers with really

tnterested %ide playinz vith ther (thotgh when ny two kKide %ried to have
a zo they cculdn't get near for the advits)s The BEC had crovided 4
deseriptive literature abeut Sehocls Brozdcasts on TV arnd Eadios

T think for everyune it was a very thought provoking experiercey and for
all you lzolated Mers who didn®t make 11 1n=z time, try anl get 1o
the next one - a perfect sypplement to the lewz]etter,




JOHN"HOLT

TEACH YOUR OWN

reviewed by Joln Elenor,

At lastl - The handbock we have 211 been waiting for - how to do  it, why
to do it and what to beware of. The fact that il is writtesn by an American
anthor for the American markel in no way lessens ifs value for anyons else
the majority of the book 1l of the valuable first=hand accounts that
are so enthralling in "Growing With Sehooling?, and the legal advice <
though stricitly irrelevant sine laws don't have an otherwize option
-~ giver ugeful Insights into the jud 1 mind, as well as clever ways of
presenting a -case to make the most of whatever gympathy existe in favour of
edurational self-determination,

"

The name af Jomln Holt will be an immediate recommendation 4o =nyons who bas read
his other books; rars La the & = and the sawe
psssionate poncern :‘ 1t lesrning and the learner that we have come, to expect
fror his pravicous wrdtinz (an ¢ mesling Wim fars to face), Yot
thig is not a !‘e—?m:;h y£ the recipe ar he 18 tompelling and honest
appraisal of all that ts invalved in home eduraticny Prom a man who has spent
half' a lifetime ennouraging and facilitating that ary thing. hoth in the
States and abroad. Ferbaps the best part oF ths hn the gquaiations

from parents aciz walved in the les o :
- these are nov the tha rans sayiag nasht ‘w > §
workers Ytelling vt 1ike 1' zg'. The expapience Lo Jdrawn
liflestyles and varidus incofE=groups,

g
Tié =2 uen?

of” bumor, the

en o mhre

thels own children
bt to be Dbut feld
A11 Kimils af

man fhat home-

ongtratine gt

education 1s not the pressrvs of

The Tundamensal tened of the boak 1s that iy effentive Tearning o happen

the lsarnar must be in coptrol of the prosess; the olLld s boge nith a strane
urge to lszrn (and an infinite o : e only way 17
stifle this urge is tu send higm 5 19 a strons
plea for non=interfars with ming process, artong
11lustrative anecdote £ xhien in the &l 1=r1; Samnolie sdunaton
saying Y4 word to the wise Ls ar
Tearning and inisrfering with
educator to learn, bul v
learn 1t quickest ars
with the learner — in

fztinction betwean enc mr".x;{.ing’,‘
hardisgt things for an
boay the peaple wan

Chapter Orne; ‘Wny
olearly and incontro A
for children. The most
pragent the case to inten
Schooling"
ssly demolighai
savaze breast (and th
thele the fact that

}ibarties
having &
sb iectiong o Home

witho

ha Y 1 f » Lliese ob jertibng are
O Y ) 1% 1 bt nenrpiirai 1y
gii te 3 Tew of these =till ia Blezation?) Nore=
onjectione fan be =p Freguently ralsed (schapls

2T died: Tor social to troaden horiz woulsl be restricted
at y 1@ prevent 1d: Yeaching, 07 rall ves
what =2n insidicus holq ethoe peos inglses theis

advoracsy of sthools 19 proved in this chapter to be largely an inability to
inazine the world without s~hoels,
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It is also toue; unfortunately, that ror some of the objectors (generally the
Tegs vocal but more influential) the values of compulsory schosling are part
of their political attitude, which could be crudaly summed up as an unwill-
ingness to frust most people to take responsibility for their own lives; if
rilers need docile citizens, mchools are the begt places to produce them.

'The politics of nsthooling! ncknowladges this, characteristically, by
turning its back on the policies of confrontation: "People don't change their
ideas, much less their |ives, because someone comes along with a ¢lever apgument
to show that they'ro wrong", Instead 1t encourages, quietly but persistently.
anyone who can break out of the mystem to do mos The effect of such actions,
negligible though they seem in isolataon; is cumlative, whereas the effect
of "gorial reformers" can be sonberproductive: "Only a very few schools ever
changed in the way we proposed; few changed for long, and mest are worse now
Yhan ever."

The next Pew chaplers are concerned wish 'Getting then Oud' (not particularly
olevant 1in the K = wn nesd ocur own sgquavalent, of whish School is Not
tompuleory 12 a spall beginning) and what to do when they are out - a
plothora of persanal experience infuged with the exeitement and etimulation
(and extaustion?) fhat home educstion brings to parent and ohild. Again it
siiould be stressed inat 211 these accounts are of unstructured learning,
baged on fhe pnilosoply that obildren Yare nice people' and cad bs tragted

to know what i1n good tfor them; even thoge parents who have tried "teaching'
(with a cunrtedlum and even a timetable) have: eveniually given it up as
harmf'uls  The chapter neadinge themselves give the drift of the arguments
Yliving With Children', '"Learning In The World!, 'Serious Flay', Children And

Work? ; etey

T Inet four clapters ars concerned with legal aspects of home education (or
ooling as 1t L known in the U3A, peThaps to satisfy their legislative
thinding). Bven though the ypnints of Jaw are different, I find the des-
eriptlons of court casees fascinating for their own sake; and as I mentioned
sarlior. the attiiudes described certainly have relevance to the UK situation:
The Mina? chapier 'Schont Regponge! gives a sympathetic aporzisal of the
Fehodlt s point of View - perhaps surprising after all the harsh things said

2 8y bBut very necessary if the philosophies behind home education
any hesdway in the institutionalised sentor — and 1sts face ity
st ity of children will alwaye need gome kind of school %o
lemrning.  fositive sttitudes always achieve more than negative
sifive book ends ortimiatically with 2 disctission of how
shoal fit by eo—operation with the unwschooled. Perhape the message
aft tiiis shapter could %o summed ap as 'Teach thém eg if they wWere your own'

Home

. e s e ma vh e = e wa e b me e e mw . me . - .. .

IS gou 2re organisi

rranising 3w evant ‘this gumer 1t =ight be worth having a stock

aft Jor HoltY s book to azl1l, and =ake some money for yourself or your sroup
I w1 sead yai 5 oy 5ups soples on a sxle or retabn basis, 'ds follows:

ples nyst Prorit 37 14 1 Frofis 17 =514 o

) members at £3 non-fiambars 2% £5.95

) 206000 T 0 75

¢ iaD fieSed} 1%.60

1 e Pl 12:50 22.00
IE th beon o e wetuirged in pood ssleable condition within 2 months o

yill be re=tuguad sppropeiately,
Pizk Kitio
27a Sydnay Street
Brightlingsea.
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TREASURER NEEDED

Accountant type preferred

Two: things have prompted thie attempt to pass on the job of treasurer.
First as membership jrows I am becoming seriously overworked, and the
treasuring ig the easiest of my respongibilities to off-load, Second

I think it is becoming increasingly important 1o have a treasurer who
understands finance better than I dos ULet me hasten to re-assure
everyone that I am in fazt doing the job guite efficiently at the moment
but as we grow we shall have to make decisions about the plurthase of
equipment, depreciation thersof, value of assets, etos, which are all
beyond me. So I am appealing for any member with experience of

accountancy/oook-keeping and some time to spare to offer theilr servicas, A

Just to discourage the unwary, I append thig ligt of the various jobs

currently entailed:

1s receive subgeriptions form membership secretary and pay into
bank = once the mem.sec. hag vome asiigtance - human or electronie
ghe may be able to do this hetselfy

2. ray all bills,

3. check that the bank Yas received subscyriptions payable by Standing
Order (this is ineredibly tedious)

4. keep accounts of all income and expenditure, and punlish same in
the first newsletter of each calendar ysar; (this will soon alss
involve a balance ghaot)

b make a report of the approximate financial position to each Core

Oroup meeting; in future this will need to be written and

circulated to 211 members at the meeting.

Please write to me (or phone if you r~an cope with 3 4
machine) if you think you can helps At the same time T need gome

temporary assistance on a sub-committee whigh ig sharged to make rsoeme

mendations to the Core Group about the walaing of =3 (a% the nomernt 4

only our stocks of publinations, but with ijeplie

S0 people with the samo skills are needed fon
assured that if you den't own up quickTy T ahall sonmgult oupe geepes

shart =¥

computer files of Skills and Regourcas

phone-call &.

Johkn Ela2nor
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MINUTES

OF CORE GROUF

2.30 pm Sunday 18th Apri) 1982 at the homse of Ivan & Mary Gefi'en

FPresent:

Hagzel Clawley, Bruce Cox (chair), Dianne Cox, Malcon & Julie Daff,
John Elenor (minutes), James & Jackle Fearnley, Tvan & Mary Geffen,
Bimon & Carcline Grant, Geoff, Iris & Andrea Harrison, Helen Holland.
Dick Kitto, Roland Meighan, Ivan Sokolov.

Apologies: Sarah Guthrie; Stephanie Leland,

Minutes of previous meeting wers read and approved.

There were no matters arising, apart from those alra2ady on the agenda.

Report oun Baturdayts conference. Though it waw early daye to comment rn the

outcome,

9% of the Feedback had been positive znd agreeable. A Few prints

were made -

4.1
4.2

4.3
4.4

Officers

51

5:2

Badges should have heen pin-on, not stick—on (Yoig they didatn)

For a future conferecce, publicily will need batier rnopdination,with
very few people responsible,

We should: affer apolopics to anyane who had besn miz)ed by any puhlicity

The accounts should be published in the next nowaletter,

raports

Membership secretary. 5.7.1 &J reported that all stocks of publications
were adequate, but the figures sha had prepared were rendered signifi-
cantly out-of-date by heavy sales at yesterdays conference.

5.1.2 The membarship was 709 at the last count but application forms
were flooding in and she was having difficulty in keeping abreast,

Sele3 Since it was agreed that somz form of computerisation could
alleviate this, a subcommittes was Pormed {2 decide what and how;
membership Roland {convenar), Dave W +1and, AJ & Simon.

5.1.4. For immediate help AJ was authorised to rent (orhuy very cheaply)
a wide carriage typewriter.

5.1.5 The point was made that in an organisation as large as O is
hecoming there is a need {0 have members nther than the current offirers
trained to do those jobs in order in engure a2 smooth transition when

any officer resizms.

Treagurer. 5.2.1 . John reported that the general ‘income from 1st Jan
havi been £3,25) with ocutgoings of £2,354, thus enablinz him recently
to transfer £3)0ta the deposit arcount; the conference appeared to have
broken even. The old account at Disa was ready to be ~Tosed, and anve
transferred would wive us liguid assets of £700 in the current arcount
and £1,300 + intercst on deposit.

Se2e 2 The question was put that since most of that income was
renewals in January, tow were we going to pay far the reanining nowalstters
Joln rerlied that new subscriptions were «<oming in at the rate 27 abo:t
£fin a week which would more than cover our future ecosta.
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117 Julie mentioned a forthcoming Green Gathering at Glastonbury as
an event to which local members of I might wish to make a
contribution,

11.8 It was agreed that free copies of Newsletters could be sent to

journals which may be supporiive of the aims of H.

¥ H X ENE R RN RN

A1l members are welcome to attend Core Group meetings as observers and to submit
agenda items which shouls reach John Elenor not later than 11th June 1932,

COEE GROUP  MEETING

Two meetings will be held in East Anglia during the wesakend
12 and 13 June 1982,

The firgt on Saturday 12th June at 2,30pm will be held at
Sarah and Brien GQuthrie's home, Field Housa, Melis Road,
Thrandestor, Nr. Diss tel. Mellis 878.

This will be an informal meeting without agenda to discuss
) affairs in an open and general way.

The second meeting will be the normal Uore Oroup business
meeting, Thig will be held at the home of Dianne and Bruce
Cox, Orey Row, Flixton Road, St. Margarets, Sth. Elmham, nr
Bungay. Tel St.Cross 315, comrencing 2.00pm

Families are welcome to picnic in the garden even if the
parents do not want to take part in the meeting.

Fleage let the Guthries or Coxs know if you are coming to either
meating

LR R 8 SR MR B B Bt S S L B

NEWSLFTTER EDITGHS:

Frances Howard will be edititing the next Newslett
and I understand John Elenor will be doing the one

would like to volunteer for the next one - December
Grey Row Ccttage, Flixton Foad, St. Marszarets, Sth

phore: 093 682 315,

g ter (see ingide front covar)
1 after that but if 2nyone

, pleage contact Bruce Cox

Elmham, Harleston IF20 OF1

(? YRR IO VIQKT & DAVID WIT
) (

U / SATFROL WALDEN; FCE”

|
YACE ELIZ A




THE TEACEERS: aims to acquire and spread education and to encourage

increaged social responsibility Hegistered Charity No. 2740%
18 Garth Foad, Banger, North Wales. & ¥ 14029

FOR TUBLICATION
Dear Sir,

We were shocked to read Foint 15 of the Minutes on page 37 of the Education
Otherwige Neweletter, Bolé No.1 February 19832,

Statements that we are in some way unsatisfactory members and that we are
engaged in, or threaten to engage in, illegal behaviour are complately
unfounded. We have neither engaged in nor threatened to engage in, illegal
behaviour, and we request that tstatement to be withdrawm and an apclogy made,

We do not know any of the people present at the meeting when we were apparently
digcussed. Weither do we know the editor also present at the meeting, who
allowet these statements to be printed. At no time have we been approached

by any of these people, or by people on their behalf, with questions arising
from the Guardian article.

On page 22 of the same Newsletter, Dick Eitto makes the following statement
"I suggest that in future you check with the psorls concerned when you wish
to make personal statements of this kind."

Regards
Michele Bland for ‘and on hehalf of The Teachers

15. Ungatisfactory members An article in the Guardian (8.10.81) on The
Teachers sparked off the wqiestion of how far we could support members
whose philosophy or behavicur appeared to contradict the aims of ED.
It was eventually agreed that we could not exclude anyone from
mambership, but that we were unable to support members who ignored

our advice or indulged (or threatened to indulge) in illezal behaviour.

Does thig constitute a 'statement' in the terms of parsgraph 2 of the above
letter?

Jomm Elenor.
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QEQB officers

THREASURER

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

ERQUIRIES SECRETARY

Joln Elenor
19 Bynham Read
London
Wi2 OHA
01 749 215%

Andrea Harrison

The Burntlande

Rochford

Tenbury Wells

Woree.

W15 8SH
Nawnham Bridge
(053 479) 341

Dianne Cox
Grey Row Cottage
Flixton Road
St. Margaret 5. Elmbam
Harlagton
IP20 OFL

8t. Cross

(09% €82) 315

Will MEMBERS please contact their co-ordinator, where

possible, with engquirias.

Co-ordinators can then plone

Di If neceéssary, and in this way they wiil be able to
help subseguent enquirers with the same need.

REVIEWS ‘EDITOR

Helen Holland

Horsgate Fam
Cuckfield
Sussex

Haywards Heath
(D484) 25

Publishers:; please send copies for review te this

addraas,
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whoge principal aim is 4o provide a sapport
and information network for families whose
children are being aducated ontside school,
for those who are contemplating such a step
and for those who wish to support the freedom
of familiwes o take proper responsibility for
the' egucation of children.

Oir principal aims are as follows

Po encoursge the provision of z)liernative
learning s1tuations outside fha school
gystem for those children who are now
benefitting from -school.

To re-affirm that parents have the primary
regponsibility For their childresn's
education and that they haye the right fo
expercise this respomsibility by sducating
tham. out of school.

To establish the primary right of children
that Pull consideration, with due allowance
for their age and understanding, shall be
given to their wisheg and feelings ragarding
their education,

Mr further information send a 9" x 4" =.3.8.

18 Tynham Road, London W 12

Hlueation Otherwisgg)is a membership organisation

{1s]




