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Rain in October

Meanswind in December.
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COPYRIGHT
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Co-ordinator's Note
This should be mylast newsletter as a stand in co-
ordinator. | hope that you've found them interesting,
| asked in thelastforall sorts ofdifferent items and
promised I'd twisted arms. The twistee’s have come up
trumps and we have a good rangeofarticles this time
includingthefirst of, | hope, severalarticles whichwill
help our young people find out something about career
options which they may not have considered and ideas
for hobbies.
We'vegotall the designs received for the Christmas
card competition (sorry for the inadvertent ‘non’ which
slipped in on the last newsletter on this item). Now —
please vote for the winner and purchase a setof the
winning designs.
This issue's special memberoffer is a pocket diary for
2008. Buylots and give oneto all yourfriends to see in
the New Year. Local Contacts and Group Organisers,
perhapsyou'd like to get your group members to order
some. Please spread the word about them so that
seeing the name of EO appearin board rooms and
staff canteens around the country will be the norm.
Evenif you normally don't look at the inserts, please do
this time. Council have produceda report bringing
members upto date with changesthat have happened
and will need to happen to bring EO in line with recent
legislation.
Finally, thank youto all the contributors over the past
few months. Has made myjob a lot easier. Good luck
to Nikki and Martine who will be job sharing the
newsletter co-ordinator role from now on.

Jacqui Houlding
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Any Safeguarding Children concerns should be reported to the NSPCC.
s 0808 800 5000.

If you are a child and you need someoneto talk to, contact Childline on 0800 1111

 

  



 

EO Business
OPEN COUNCIL MEETING

to be held at 10:00 for 10.30 am start
Saturday, 10 November 2007

Intag Community Centre, 49 Whitby Avenue, Preston, P22 3YP
All members are welcometo attend

To place an item on the agenda,it must be sent to Jacqui by midnight on Thursday, 18 October 2007.
All agenda items must be accompanied by a report supporting the item you wish added to the agenda
otherwise, unlessthe item is already part of the agenda dueto it being a MatterArising,it will not
appear on this agenda and will not be discussed at the meeting. This is to enableall attendees to
considerthe item prior to the meeting and allow them to prepare their own thoughts ontheissue.
\f you place a supported item on the agenda, but cannot attend the meeting yourself, please nominate
someone(with their agreement) to speak for you. If you do not have anyone to speakfor you, please
feel free to contact me (Jacqui Houlding, 38 Garwood Close, Westbrook, Warrington WA5 8TF.
01925 654856. Jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk) with anything you wantsaid but that may not be
included in your report.
Meeting Venue
A professional créche has again been engaged. It is essential that places for the créche are bookedin
advance. Please contact Pam Parkin, 2 Melia Close, Rawtenstall, Rossendale BB4 6RQ, 01706 215
585, davidandpam@ntlworld.com with the ages of yourchildren and whether they have any special
needs by 18 October 2007 which is the final date on which bookings can be accepted.
  —— Beg tevincoe || Train Preston

\ \ Station Fishersgate,
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xe Val all Preston
7ae en NOS. ‘ Train Tracker 0871 20049 500

Virgin Trains 08457 222333
Telesales
Station http://tinyurl.com
Access-ibility /2t7yv8
Preston Bus 01772 821199
Ltd
AAA Taxis 01772 555666
Ace Ringway 01772 200200
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street parking    
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MEET THE GOUNGCIL
Manyof you might have heard that there have been new members on the EO Council and thereis
a lotin this issue about what we have been doing, are doing and hope to be doing in the near
future.
In order to help EO members understandbetterall the changes, as well as articles about those
changes, we thoughtit might be helpful if you knew who we were!

There are 14 council members of EO. Below are short introductions to some of them.
 ene My nameis Caria Macgregor,| live in Bristol, where | was local contact

Carla Macgregor for a few years before lan and Silke took over. still get ‘referrals’ from
exes them.| have been active in running variouslocal groups andactivities in

Bristol. | started home educating when my eldest son was7, he is now
16.1 still have 2 boys aged 10 and 12 at home, my daughteris currently at school doing GCSEs.|
have no hard and fast rules about how and whypeople should go about home education, My main
principle is that every parent has the responsibility to meet the individual needsof their children
and should be enabled to do so in the way that best suits them andtheir children.
Although| have beenpretty active in Bristol, this is my first venture into EO nationally..

   

Hi, my nameis Darren. Until lately there has beenlittle heard from or
about mewithin EO.| prefer to stay out of the spotlight and get jobs done,
but | was asked to help out and | answered the call. I've had a decade's
worth of experience managingoutlets of a major multinational

corporation. This has given menotonly a strong managerial style but also a good insightin the
changes in culture and law during that time. A lot has changedandit is my stated purpose to
ensure that Education Otherwise not only survives, but thrives, in the rapidly changingpolitical and
legalposition of the United Kingdom and the European Union. Whilst | have spent a long time
within the Halls of Knowledge,| find that this alone does not prepare peopleforreal life, justlike it
has been found that schools fail to prepare our children for a life outside education.It is real world
knowledge that is the key. EO is now pastthe phase ofhigh ideals alone.It has started to mature
into a force for Home Educators not only here in the UK, but abroad as well,

steee
Darren Braecklein

ene 

 

 I'm Gail, married to Peter and live in South Bucks. We have been
membersof EO for nearly 8 years and we home educated our son from
age 11. He went on to achieve 3 very good A level passes and is aboutto
go to University.

esse
Gail Borrows

eeee   
I've volunteered within EO for aboutthe last 4 years,first as a Local Contact, then responsible for
EO's Stationery, on Council | am also the Membership Secretary and I'm on the SDG and
Publications small groups.

Like others on Council, | have been on a steep learning curve with all the current legislation and|
hope to see all the hard work we've putin since February help bring about a strong and stable
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organisation that can support present and future home educating families and defendthe principle
of home education.

| have a degree which bears no relevanceto anything | do with EO, But! am passionate about
HomeEducation. There is nothing | would love more thanto help bring EO, once a handful of
families, now around 4300 families, into the tens of thousands. Whata force to be reckoned with,
EO would be then.
 seen | am Leslie Safran Barson. | am motherof two children who have never

Leslie Barson been to school aged 24 and 18, both doing very well. | have been a
omen memberof EO for nearly 20 years.| also founded and run The Otherwise   Club, a community centre for home educating families in central London

and | am writing a PhD on home education and howit effects parents. Even though | have only
recently becomea trustee of EO | am very excited about the changesthat are happening and am
glad to be working with such a determined andvisionary team of people.
 een Hi, | am Rowenna W.Williams. | live in North Wales and have home

RowennaWilliams educated my son from the start. He is now 11. | had a few great years on
wnneh the helpline and as a single parent contact for EO and have been active   in organising local events, workshops and newsletter for a few years, My

personal interests are mostly in the arts, gardening, camping, and walking. | enjoy advocating
home education and am proudto be part of such a community especiallyin thatit listens to young
people and sees them as equally importantindividuals of our society.
 snes Hello, I'm Anne Rix and I've been a memberof EO council since 2003,

AnneRix having joined EO in 1987. I've also been a local contact, a Helpline
seen volunteer, Newsletter Co-ordinator, Publications Secretary and am   currently Enquiries Secretary. Outside EO I've been a secretary/office

administrator, lab technician, organic market gardener and teacher, in between continuing my own
lifelong learning. I'm supposed to be retired now. My twochildren had some time at school, but
were mainly home educated in a rather haphazard manner, | was constantly surprised at what
they learned on their own — | just supported them in doing what they wanted (well, on the whole).
They went on to higher education, doing very well, and are both making a grandjoboflife as
young adults.
More Councilorswill introduce themselves next newsletter.

Of course...

If anyone wouldlike to be considered for the role of trustee or any otherposition in EO or are just
interested in finding out more about what's involved pleaselet us know!! We need YOU!
(see contact details at the back of this newsletter).
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Informal summary of Open Council Meeting
Warrington, 1 September 2007

Sorry that these have been missing recently. Anyone who hasfrequented the online forumswill be aware
that there has beena fair amountof dissension and tension and, to be honest, the meetings have been as
long and as boring as usual, but with undercurrents of unpleasantness aswell.
However,the July meeting which turnedinto a Brainstorming Session rather than an Open Council Meeting
(OCM), andthen this last meeting in Warrington were very far from the depressing affairs of recent months.
So...this report is on what wasdiscussed and achieved on 1 September and an encouragementfor people
to cometo the future meetings and help EO moveinto the 21° Century.
So, after settling the children into the créche and introducing ourselves, the meeting began. One big issue
was CRBchecks for EO volunteers. Ideally, Council would like all our local contacts and group organisers
to be CRB checked. However, there are strict rules for whois allowed to be checked...and wouldn't you
knowit...EO falls outside the defined boundaries of both ‘allowed’ and‘disallowed’. So,the trustees are
getting professional advice and discussing with the Charity Commission and the CRB office to see exactly
where we stand. EOis alsolikely to be liable for VAT payments nowsothere are also discussions going
on with the Inland Revenue and approaches being made to the Chartered Accountants Association to find
out all about this and amalgamating EO Association with EO Trading again. More professional advice is
being soughtfrom an employmentlaw specialist about the where EO standsin relation to the two paid
contractors (and possible future paid posts). I've probably forgotten something here...but an awful lot of
specialist advice is being soughtto bring EOin line with modern charities and compliant with the law. For
those interested, some of the relevant laws are Data Protection, Companies Act 2006, Charity Act
2006...and not sure what employmentlaws are involved. Just know I'm notinvolved! Oh...and better yet,
noneofit is being paid for out of members’ funds. There'sall sorts of charities that fund pro bono
specialists to help other charities...and this is what Council is drawing upon.
Not too muchdiscussion took place onall the above. The Council are producing a booklet to go with the
Octobernewsletter whichwill inform all members what has been going on, so no need to waste space etc
here.
There wasalso a fair amountof discussion surrounding OCMsand whatthey could reasonably be
expected to achieve. The OCMsfor 2008 have now all got provisional dates and locations. The AGMwill
not share the day with an OCM,butthere will be a ‘home education event’, hopefully somethinglike the HE
Fair held in London in Septemberfor the pastthree years...but probably not as good initially. Leslie
Barson, who organises the Londonevent,will be involved so from small acorns, ..mighty oaks may grow.
The structure of the meetings will change as well, Manyof the decisions made nowadays have to be made
by Council and therefore, the meeting authorised quite a few points to be approved by Council via a
teleconference. Also, instead of the OCMbeinginvolved only at the end of the decision making process
whenall the planning has been done elsewhere,it will becomepart of the process. With effect from the
November OCMin Preston, the mornings of OCMswill be spent discussing business andthe afternoons
will be discussing a particular topic/themeofinterest and relevance to EO. The November meeting will be
looking at the pro forma‘remit, policies and procedures’ for small groups and teams within EO, This
process has been started by the Strategic Development Group and now, when mostof the small groups
have produceddrafts of these policies and procedures,all attendees at the meeting will look at them and
make recommendations, hopefully drawing on the experience ofall in attendance. This should cut back on
someofthe tedium of meetingsin the past. It should also cut the size of the minutes of meetingsin half!
Yippee (can youtell 'm the one whohasto type these?)
This meeting also discussed the provision of créches at meetings. Before the Government Policy Group
(GPG) began running the Workshops to empower home educators to talk with their local authorities and
maketheir own, independentresponsesto the Government Consultation, formal créches for meetings were
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unknown. Meetings usually took place within Gatherings and attendees at meetings would either make ad
hoc arrangements with others not attending the actual meeting...or the children would runriot in the rooms
outside the meeting room. (Oh | can hear the complaints already, ‘they do not run riot’. Remember,I'm the
one who Lize Stevens wasless than pleased with at Langdale because | supplied all the glue that the
children decorated the walls and floors of the youth hostel with!)
Anyway, costs of running a crécheare high, especially since we tend to have to bring in professionals.
Most people who cometo a meeting cometo attend the meeting, not look after everyoneelse’s children.It
proved impossible at some of the GPG Workshop venuesto get help and professional créches had to be
boughtin. A professional créche was brought in for Warrington and the children and parents in attendance
were most impressed. None of the children had beenin a créche/nursery situation previously and all
thoroughly enjoyed themselves; even the eldest child, who had commentedearlier that the toys/activities
provided by the créche were little young for them. It was noted that a créche could be the make/break
factor for someone deciding to attend the meeting so, for 2008 créches will continue to be provided. The
take up of these will be reviewed next yearto see if they will be provided in 2009,
The issue of EO and Gatherings was raised. Dueto insurance issues,it is quite possible that EO will not
be in a position to run Gatheringsin future. A small, time limited groupis to be set up to investigate what
options for Gatherings maybe available to EO. Basically, we (makethat a generic, non personal‘we’,|
don’t camp any more) want Gatherings and camps to continue, but what happensif EO can't do them as an
organisation any longer?
There's not an awful lot more to say about this meeting because the other‘stuff will be covered in the
Council booklet enclosed with this newsletter. So, whilst hoping to see lots of you at the Preston meeting in
November, here are the provisional dates and locations for meetings in 2008. Make a note in your diary
andbe available to attend. ©

AGM- Saturday, 23 February 2008, Birmingham
OCM- Saturday, 24 May 2008, Bristol
OCM- Saturday, 6 September 2008, Newcastle
OCM — Saturday, 22 November 2008, Wrexham

Jacqui H
9 September 2007

Vacancies & Changes
Newsletter Co-ordinator

elcome to Martine Frampton and Nicola Haxell whoare both taking ontherole of
J Newsletter Co-ordinator on a job share basis. Good luckwithit ladies.

Local Contact Co-ordinator
elcome to Carla MacGregor. Carla is the new Local Contact Co-ordinator. Her contact
details are on the back page of the newsletter and, should you wishtojoin the local
contact team and cover yourarea, please contact her.
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Children’s PagesLiaison
e still need a new Children’s PagesLiaison person. If you have computerskills and can

Wise the children to produce their newsletter and encourage them to bring interest and
innovationto their newsletter, please contact Jacqui Houlding. Contact details in back

of newsletter.
Local Contacts

‘elcome to Amanda Hirst and Fay Thomson, who havetaken ontherole of Local Contact
andwill be Acting LCs in Barnsley, Yorkshire South and Rugby, Warwickshire
respectively. Good luck ladies.

Denise Wood,Gill Kilner and Fiona Sendall have all resigned from their posts as Local Contacts in
Barnsley, Yorkshire South, Calderdale, Yorkshire West and Merseyside respectively. Thank you
for all you did for your local members and EO during yourtime in post. Good luck with whatever
you take onin the future.
Thefollowing areas all need local contacts to cover them. If you think you are able to be a local
contact (remember, you aren't required to speakwith local authorities and we encourage job
sharing to reduce the load on any one person) evenif your area does not appearhere, please
contact the local contact co-ordinator.
ENGLAND Norfolk - West Edinburgh & Lothians
Bedfordshire Norfolk — Breckland Inverclyde & Ayrshires
Gloucestershire Norfolk — Great Yarmouth Fife
Herefordshire Sussex East - BrightonLancashire — Bolton Yorkshire West — Leeds WALESLancashire (excl. Blackpool Yorkshire East - Hull Glamorgan, Midand Bolton) Glamorgan, Vale
London — North West SCOTLAND Glamorgan, West
London West — Richmond & Angus, Dundee, Perth & Flintshire
Kingston Kinross
Merseyside Argyll & Bute

Media Contact Vacanciesexistfor:
Canyou talk with press and media? Can you helpfind Scotland
families whowill talk to press and media? If you'd like to NI
know moreandlive in one of the areas below, please Midlands
contact the Media Co-ordinator, Ann Newstead on 01689 London(1)
826504 or mediaco-ordinator@education-otherwise.org

Small job for someone(s) in the Warrington area.
Directories of information have been compiled for our local contacts. However,it takes nearly an
hourto stuff each onein the plastic pockets! Due to the weight of these directories, materials
cannotbe sent elsewherefor compilation. Can anyone spare a few hours in Warrington to get the
final 40 or so completed please? Contact Jacqui on 01925 654856, jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk
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    Small Group Reports

Home Ed Groupsfor Everyone |
from EO's Disability Group |

Socialisation is often said to be a red herring in home education circles, stating thatit is easy for
children to socialise, and the multitude of local home education meetingsis proof of this. In |
someareas,in particular the larger towns andcities. There can be twoor three activities each
day!
Butfor children with disabilities or Special Educational Needs and even adults with disabilities,
things are not alwaysasstraight forward as just turning up at a meeting. Somechildren on the
autistic spectrum find that anything that is unstructured and unpredictableis frightening and
overwhelming , while others react very strongly to a rigid structure with unspoken rules which |
they don't understand. Somechildren whether they are on the spectrum ornotfind thatthe
noise, sight and smell of so many peoplein close proximity overwhelmstheir senses. Still other
children just don't wantto or feel comfortable socialising with others and prefer their own
company. For them remaining in a busy crowded room for several hours will be a big challenge.
Sometimesthere just aren't the facilities in the chosen venue to support physically disabled
children and their parents, or disabled adults.
The problemis, a local group can't be everything for all people. The law recognisesthatit will not
be reasonablefor the group to changethe entire wayit operates on the basis thatit is unsuitable
for one family,if the new arrangement would now make the group impossible for many other
members.
The Disability Right Commission booklet “Organising Accessible Events" outlines how people
can make sure that events meet the needs of everyone,notjust the disabled.’
So what would be a reasonable adjustment? Firstofall, just finding out what needs people have.
Often there can be small changes easily made but if no one asks and no oneoffers then no one
will know what is needed! Perhapsit is just a quiet place for children to go to when they get
overwhelmed,orfor an adult to facilitate and watch overfree play. Approaching a structured
meeting with flexibility, ensuring that children who havedifficulty with moving from on activity to
another have help, and creating somestructured time are all ways of helping people to enjoy
meetings, without spoiling it for others,
Somechildren with special educational needs mayfind following complexrules difficult or they
maynot have the manualdexterity to do someactivities. Including some simple organised
gameswithout complexrules,art andcraft activities that cater for different abilities, and making
sure there is an adult on handto facilitate and welcome a new child ora child that is unsure of
themselves may makeall the difference.
With regard to physicaldisabilities, most placesfor hire for public meetings now have to have
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regard to the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 (DDA 2005), and meetcurrentbuilding
regulations which should meetthe needs of most disabled people. So the thoughtful choice of a
meeting place will makeit easier for all people to come,not just those with disabilities. A
reasonable adjustment would be to take account of wheelchair users when deciding on the
venuefor a meeting, so that the meeting is held on the groundfloor, accessto the venueis level
and smooth and not far from car park or public transport links, and the hall itself has wide doors
and disabledtoilets. Extra thought should be given to the choice and preparation ofactivities so
that wheelchair users can join in games, or work at a suitable surface. Otherdisabilities that
need to be thought about are visual and aural impairment. An room that echoes may makeit
uncomfortable for those with hearing problems, and a cluttered room may makeit difficult for
those with visual impairments. _
If a local group really doesn't suit an individual family, and they have spokento others, there is
no reason why they shouldn't look into starting alternative activities, perhapsin a different venue
or on a different day. Often children on the spectrum find large groupsdifficult to attend, and
smaller groups may be the answer, but people mustn't think that they havefailed if a group
evolvesin this way. Groups can't be everything to every one andif by making changes or
creating more groups- if for the right reasons - we can meet the needs of more individuals, then
that is a good thing.
The mostimportantthing to doisto listen to the needsof the group. This is the onething that we
hear time and time again from parents with children with Special Educational Needs and
disabilities; no one listens to them.
Wecan't always meetthe needs of every single person that wants to cometo a local group, but
we canstart bylistening to their needs and often wewill find that with just a small adjustment
things will be easierfor all the members of a group, notjust a few.
1 “Organising Accessible Events”
http://www.dre-
gb.org/library/publications/services_and_transport/organising_accessible_events.aspx or
http://tinyurl.com/yv3ws7
DRC mainsite: http:/Awww.dre-gb.org/default.aspx
2. Disability Discrimination Act 2005 http:/www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts2005/50013—a.htm
Ifyou have aninterestin disabilities or Special Educational Needs, or are disabled yourself, and
would like to help EOin this area, the Disability Group is looking for new members. Please email
Jennifer Skillen at cyberbarn9@aol.com with a brief resume of what you could bringto this
group.
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Letters
I've heard this from quite a few people who have emailed me aboutthebit | wrote in the last
issue about our experience of home education (177 - Our Story — Home Educated and Now
Grown). | can't believe how manyof us there were,all talking to each other on onelevel...but not
knowing we're all dealing with similar disabilities and similar worries. In the age of
communication and technology,this lack of knowledge and senseofisolation whichstill exists is
so sad.| feel privileged to have beenable to publish thatarticle as it seems to have struck a
chord with a lot of people. Thank youforletting me know you appreciated it.
Jacqui & Chris Houlding

Contact wanted
| would be grateful to make contact with
someonewhois home educatingtheir child
with down's syndrome. | have a son whois
nine; he has been outof school since Feb
2006. It would be great just to make contact
as a touch stone as | cannotfind anyone in a

Vacancy for media contact?
Just read that there is a vacancy for the
Media Contact in the the North West. Just to
say that | have been the Media Contact for
the North Westfor at least the last two years,
and continue to be so. See website for
details, as they say. Perhaps you could print similar situation. this letter so that whoever keepsputting the
vacancyin the newsletterwill see it and stop!
Of courseif someoneelse really wants to do
the job I'm happyto stand aside.
Stew Eyres Tel: 01772 893742
E-mail: spseyres@uclan.ac.uk

Phonics- Good Or Bad?
Does anyone have any views on Phonics?

Telephoneor email anytime: Jeanette(01872) 264681 Cornwall
email : hejdavies@tiscali.co.uk

The reason| askis that | wondered if there is a link betweenthe soaring rates of children leaving
Primary schoolunable to read properly, and the increased emphasis on Phonics in school
reading programmes.
The most successful reading programme everin the UK was the Ladybird 'Key Words' Reading
Scheme. | gather this was phased outin schools asit was deemedtoo ‘old fashioned’. |
personally rememberlearning to read using these books, and have collected the whole set from
the 1960's-70's for use with my own children.
In the Ladybird Handbook,it clearly states that too much emphasis on Phonics,especially if used
too early on, can slow downprogress and harm thechild's attitude towards reading. Basically,
Phonics complicates and ‘breaks down'the language too much, whenthechild should be looking
at phrases and sentences as meaningful languageunits.
From my own experience,| have a four-year old who loves booksbutis not particularly
interested in reading as yet. My three-year old, on the other hand, started to read aged two,I've
no idea how, | just taught him the alphabet and suddenly he wasoff. Certainly, he has never
comeacross ‘Phonics’ as a method (| do, however, think his premature birth has something to do
with it; he has an amazingly wired-up brain)!
| gatheralso that children in schools are rushed throughthe reading process, as, once they can
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all read, it makeslife easier for the teacher.
I'd be interested to know if anyone has had positive experience of Phonics?
Sarah Turner, 27 Wallace Twite Way, Dersingham, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE31 6XY
Tel: 01485 541094
E-mail: sarah.turner3@tiscali.co.uk

TV Opportunity
As an EO media contact I've been contacted by Mark Drakeat the BBC. Thefollowing was sent
to me advertising an opportunity to get involved in a series he is making.I'm not advocatingit in
anyway,just passing on the information!
BBC SMart is coming back for another series. We're going to squeeze, squash, squirt, and
splash 60 minutes of art into every single episode and we need yourhelp.
Each weekour presenters and artists will create the most inspiring art seen on TV and we want
you to help us make the show even more exciting.
Would you like Mark to teach you howto draw something that you think you can't? It doesn't
matterif you're the notthe top dog in art...... it's more important that you are up for having some
fun!
To be considered you haveto be able to -

o Getyour handsonthefollowing
+ Computer with Broadbandinternet
+ Webcam
+ Headset

o You needto be between the ages of 7 and 12
© Tell us what you'd mostlike to be able to draw andtell us how you rate yourart skills out of
ten?

If you are interested fill in the application form below
Wewill consider everyonethat applies equally, but cannot guarantee that everyone will be
successful. Only people who have madeit to the next round will be contacted by the production
team.
FORM

o Name
o Age
0 Location
o Parent/Guardian’s name
o Parent/Guardian’s telephone number
© What would you mostlike to be able to draw?
o How yourate yourart skills out of ten?
o Parental Consent

Send to smart@bbc.co.uk and mark the subject as SKYPE ART.
Stewart Eyres
Northwest Media Coordinator
E-mail: northwest@education-otherwise.org
Tel: 07792 777750 or 01772 893742
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To All Council Members

It seems that Education Otherwiseis
becoming more" businesslike", and as
members we would appreciate a paragraph
in the newsletter from each council member
about themselves, nothing fancy, we would
just like to know whoyouare. It is common
practicefor businesses to providethis
information for its members. Weare not
asking for photographs,looks are not
important, but we dofeelthatit is important
for all council members to write a short
profile about themselves. Basically this
should state educational philosophy and
qualifications and/ or experience in a
managerialpost.
George and Anne Weitz
EO Council response:It's great to see that we
are thinking on the same lines. As you can see
on page 3 we have already started with a
paragraphofintroductions from council
members. More will appearin the next issue.

Support for Education Otherwise
A Canadianfriend of mine just mentioned
that should one wishto, a Canadiancitizen
canelect to join a government funded
support network which provides, amongst
other things, CA$1,000(!) for spending on
educational materials from their extensive
book shop and a personto contact for any

information, support or assistance with home
education. Myfriend hasjust signed up and
is very happy with the materials that were
available. | think the system is voluntary, but
| don't really know.
My husband madethe goodpoint that a
large proportion of taxes paid go towards the
runningof public schools (in all countries)
andit did seem proper that people educating
their children at home should also benefit
from Governmental assistance. | was quite
impressedthat the Canadian Government
has chosen to support home educationin
this way,
I'm sure that the systems other countries
have will have been considered in detail
when submissions were prepared
concerning the current review of education
legislation and, assumingthatis the case,
perhaps EO readers would, like me, be
interested in hearing exactly what is provided
for or allowed by Governments in other
countries.
Keep up the good work,
Lisa Heath, 75 Headland Drive, Discovery
Bay
Hong Kong
E-mail: lisamark@hkstar.com

Filler Spot
I've got a space tofill...and nothing to putin it. So...hopefully these linkswill be of interest to you.
http:/Awww.todayinhistory.com - Todayin history. A page with different info every day (obviously!)
http://www.scienceiq.com/- Daily science facts
http://www.m-w.com/cgi-bin/mwwod.pl - Word of the Day from Merriam Webster's
http://www.qotd.org/ - Quote of the day, can be delivered as an email to you
http://www.deliaonline.com/recipes/recipe-of-the-day/ - Recipe of the day from Delia Smith
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/default.stm - On this Day from the BBC
http://www.ajokeaday.com/- A joke for every day
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Special Offer
Limited Edition 2008 Pocket Diary

Draw everyone's attention to Education Otherwise in 2008. Have a diary to keep your
dates in. Give yourfriends and family a New Yeargift which gives the message that
SchoolIs Not Compulsory.
This diary covers 13 months and has perforated page corners so you alwaysfind the
current week quickly and easily. Includes notable dates for 2008, 2009 and 2010,
international holidays for 2008, plannerfor 2008, conversion tables, 250 year day/date
reference guide,travel information and more.
It's a smart, black diary with gold lettering on the front exclusive fo EO. Delivery should be
end of November/beginning of December, giving you time to forward onforthe holiday season.

 

     
£3.75

Plus P&P

 
Have a lookat the Merchandise Order form. We've more now which can be used ‘out and about’

and make people realise that home education is not only legal, it's normal!
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Articles

World Book Day 2007
In a survey to mark the tenth anniversary of World Book Day, a survey has been conducted to
find the ten books the nation cannotlive without. Over 2000 people voted.
Results revealed that Pride and Prejudice topped thelist, with Tolkein’s fantasy trilogy, The Lord
of the Rings, in second place. Twoof the Bronte sisters appeared alongside Charles Dickens,
showing thatclassics arestill the most essential reads. The Bibleis alsostill relevant to many,
coming in sixth in the poll.
The top ten are as follows:

1) Pride and Prejudice — Jane Austen 20%
2) Lord of the Rings — JRR Tolkien 17%
3) Jane Eyre — Charlotte Bronte 14%
4) Harry Potter books — J K Rowling 12%
5) To Kill A Mockingbird — Harper Lee 9.5%
6) The Bible 9%
7) Wuthering Heights — Emily Bronte 8.5%
8) 1984 — George Orwell 6%
= His Dark Materials - Philip Pullman 6%
10) Great Expectations — Charles Dickens .55%

Thereare furtherdetails on the results as well as a breakdown byregion in PDF format.
http://www.worldbookday.com/

Responses to Government Consultation on Guidelines for Local Authorities
on Elective Home Education

Professor Roland Meighan, well known among home educators for his research and books on
education, and home education in particular, responded to the recent Government Consultation
on Guidelines for Local Authorities on elective home education. He has given permission for his
ending summary to be quoted here.

Home-based Education and the problem of the competence ofinspectors
Education inspectors are rarely competent to judge home-based education, except in the
minority of cases where families adopt school-type formal courses and structures. This was
acknowledged over 25 years ago in Harrison v. Stevenson 1981 where thejudge accepted the
submission of the Harrison family that the reports presented by Dr James Hemming and Dr
Roland Meighan were valid, as against the Local Authority Inspectors reports, because they
hada clear understanding of the logistics of autonomous education, and the LEA Inspectors
did not.
The fact is that LEA Inspectors have only been trained in one approach to education - the
authoritarian, based on crowdinstruction and crowd control and the dictum of ‘youwill do it our
way, or else’. When they try to evaluate home-based education conducted on autonomous
educational principles, we have a situation where basketball experts are, in effect, trying to
judge a gameof tennis. Admittedly, both have nets, balls and a court but thesesimilarities are
deceptive and lead to absurd propositionslike ‘the tennis players did not produce evidence of
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dribbling skills’, and the racquets did not appearto produce any scoring of baskets’.
So, Inspectors often report that‘little teaching was in evidence’. Autonomous education uses
purposive conversation, a method on average,five times as effective as uninvited formal
teaching. Next, ‘they did not follow the National Curriculum’. No, because the appropriate
curriculum for autonomous education is the Catalogue Curriculum. And so on, - | will not
labourthe point. ‘
Those inspectors wanting to get up to date need to consult the 30 years ofliterature available
on modern home-based education - they can makea start with Comparing Learning Systems
by Roland Meighan.
Roland Meighan
May 2007

A’itude I'll sue, I've cut my hand
| stagger to the hospital

At schoolthey taught mea'itude Forfear that | might dieAnd howtoplaythe fool The staff just turn and look at me
| closed off my horizons They smile and then they sigh!
To survive the septic pool JW Copyright
| find adults ignore me
Myfamily smile but sigh Genius
At four they thought me nice
But then | learnedtolie Though| was born a genius

They made megoto school
| urinate in doorways | showed them | was clever
And spit uponthe flags They said | wasa fool
WhenI'm onthe drink
I'll smoke two dozen fags As | struggled with the boredom
Friday nights are boring The daysrun dull and grey
So | have to smash andfight Thus slowly all my talent
| search outall the nice kids Waschipped and worn away
Andgive the brats a fright

| was hounded bya bully
Whenthepolice drive by ‘Cause my marks were always high
| puff up 'n just look hard He taught me | should stopit
Theyrarely leave their vehicles With a dead-leg on my thigh
Fat lazy tubs oflard
| vomit on the kerbside | never saw thepicture
And swearall down the street Scraps of knowledge thrown my way
Although my headis reeling My enquiring mind was neutered
| stay up on my feet Still the teachers took their pay
Society don’t understand me One day when school was over
Why| just don’t know They sent me out to work
Shit! | kicked a bin bag ‘Twas beyond my comprehension
The bastard stubbed my toe I'd only learned to shirk
| needto call a taxi
A phone box doesn't pass Cursed and born an Englishman
So then | punch the shelter With brains that could amaze
And shatterall the glass Now they've put me through the grinder

| can barely string a phrase
Whyislife so hard for me
| just don’t understand
| see trail of blood
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Soif you have sired a genius
Prepare to face the curse
For in England, education
Just couldn't get much worse
JW Copyright

Row Upon Row
Sentoff to school
Row upon row
Thensetoutin lines
Headtoe, head toe
Industrial schooling
Just factory farms
To churn out a product
So lacking in charms
They chop and they change
On a governmentnotion
Bitstill they are lacking
A curable potion

These penal abodes
Arethe realmsof the bully
With access to knowledge
Decidedly woolly
Like battery chickens
Theylearn in a row
Same age, same thoughts
Howlittle they know
Theypass their exams
With gradesall the same
Again undistinguished
Butwhois to blame?
Mosttaketo the streets
Once the sunis in bed
Craving the toxins
That close-down the head
All die in the end
And guess where they go
Dumped in the ground
Row upon row JW Copyright

James Wheatley, Church Cottage, Bulmer, Sudbury
Tel: 01787 312022

Responseto ‘Our Right to Home Educate’by C.Williams
| wrote to the DfES in London a while ago, questioning possible changes to Home Education
Laws. In their first reply the DfES said they had contacted the Welsh Assembly about same
but had received no response. In furtherletter the DfES said the Welsh Assembly did not
plan to make any changes.
Doesthis mean that the WAGhasthe freedom to decide whethertheywill follow England or
not, should any changes be made?
If you write to the DfES in London aboutbullying in Welsh schools, for example, theywill
forward theletter to the WAG;youwill get a covering note which basically says ‘it is nothing to
do with us,try the WAG’.
If the government does change the law on Home Education, forcing parent to comply with
Gestapo-type tactics, will this mean that they also have to pay us the £6,000 perchild, per
yearthat schools get? It is a point that needs looking at; | did put this question to the DfES but
they didn't answerit.
| agree that promoting Home Education is a double-edged sword, but we haveto consider
how manychildren suffer needlessly in schools becausetheir parents don’t know they can
legally home educate. Mychild had to endure two years of bullying which has caused long
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term problems simply because| didn’t know | could teach him myself and didn't know who to
turn to for help.
Sadly when you complain to schools or the LEA aboutbullying you are on your own. In an
ideal world they would advise youofthis legal right; they don’t and even after you have made
the decision to de-register they maytry to persuade you not to. The school my son went to
failed to stop the bullying, but they also failed to spot that he is dyslexic andin the 'more able
andtalented’ bracket, despite our concerns being raised on numerous occasions. Staying in
school would havetotally destroyed him and denied him an education. Despite these
problems the LEA (and school) putin writing that de-registering him would be a backward
step. This is an example of gross stupidity and paranoia, by so called expert professionals.
Whileit is true that wide publicity could lead to mass de-registration,it is really likely? Parents
| know, who have removedtheir children from school for reasons otherthan bullying (for
example, wanting an alternative education) were all well informed on the law and their right to
begin with. Others,in our situation, need the information before damage has been done.
Mypersonalbelief is that Home Education should be advertised. We don’t needto go to the
other extreme andsayit is a ‘must’if you care about yourchildren, but every parentis entitled
to know thatthey do have an option which could end lot of misery and suffering and possibly
savelives.
Incidentally, the WAG publishes excellent paperwork on Home Education (part of Pupil
Support and Social Inclusion) which is unbiased, very helpful and informative and explains the
Law as well. It is freely available to anyone wanting a copy. Pity that LEAsprint their own
version which is normallyintimidating, misleading, untruthful and probably not lawful — but
definitely designed to put you off trying.
The WAGadvised us that they could take up our complaint against the School Governors
(after the LEA failed to do so). They also said they receive very few complaints from parents
about schoo!bullying.
The Pupil Support department at the WAG hasbeenvery helpful. They have suggested
circulars and other paperwork, which has proved to be of enormous value. They are happy to
discussthings in detail and at length and are usually very cheerful and friendly. My bullying
complaints would have gone nowherewithoutthe information they gave me. (Butdon't sayit
too loud; they might decide they are being too helpful).
‘Respecting Others’ is the WAG publication on school bullying (also freely available), It is well
though out and well written, very informative and gives numerouscontactdetails for other
useful organisations.
It seemsthat most of us are being denied muchinformation that we are entitled to. Either
because authorities deliberately ‘hide’it or information is not publicised. Had | known about
Education Otherwise for example, my child would have been removed from schoolwithin the
first 6 months. Governments do make Laws,butit has been shownin the past that public
opinion (or demand) can force governments to ‘un-make' them.
C. Jones, Penterfyn, Pontfaen, Fishguard SA65 9TS
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Never Too Early?

Buthe'sonly four! Yes,it did feel a little strange to us, applying for EO membership when our
son wasbarely four years old - when we decided, a couple of years ago, that we were goingto
home educate, we assumedthat the decision wouldn't impact upon usuntil he wasfive. We
didn't realise then that schoolactually starts a lot earlier than that.
If we werefollowing convention, our son would have already had a year in the nursery classof
the local primary school, five mornings a week, wearing little uniform and being taught the
National Curriculum Foundation Stage. He would be entering the reception class this
September,full-time, with worksheets and synthetic phonics mixed in with the sand and water
play. Turning five now meansthe start of Key Stage One,notthe start of school.
It's naive to point out that noneofthis is compulsory.If you intend to send yourchild to school
at five, you have to send them atthree to “prepare” them.If everyoneelse is doingit, you don’t
wantyourchild to miss out: they have to learn howto standin line, to use the toilet when
they're told to, to paint whatthey're told to paint, to circle the wordsthat start with ‘b'. Ata
Mumsand Tots group recently a mother told me proudly that the localprivate school had
accepted her daughter at 2 years 8 months because she was“forward” - how else can pushy
parents get a head start nowadays?
So, you're wondering, why doesall this bother us when we've already decided to home
educate? Well, the thing is that we're already having to explain ourselves. Health visitors and
Toy Library staff ask which school he's going to. Everyone, from neighbours to strangers in the
park,asksif he’s in nursery. "When doyoustart school?" ask kindly old ladies. So we end up
telling them about home education and facing all the comments and questions and
astonishment anddisapproval. Andof courseit’s particularly hard for us to answerall these
uninvited debaters because ourchild is only four and wecan't say “well, we've been doing this
for years and he's turning outjustfine, thanks.” We end upjust smiling politely at those
patronising comments aboutsocialisation and the looks that say “you'll wake up and seesense soon”,

How do weexplain all this to our son? We don’t wanthim to feel that society regards him as a
freak. Neither do we wantto indoctrinate him with polemic; we really don’t want him to repeat
ourviewson schoolto his friends’ parents! Luckily he’s very happy aboutnotgoing to school-
he's not the sort of kid who wants to conform - and is always eagertotell thelittle old ladies
that he’s home educated.

So here we are, members of EO even though our childisn't yet of “legal school age”. We
already need the support! I'm hoping that by the time he turns five, we'll have answered so
many questions and objections from complete strangers that dealing with the LEA will be adoddle.
Sarah Healey
greg@healeyisland.plus.com

Diary of a Home Educated Nobody
|'m getting worried now! Worried that this newsletter is going to revert to whatit was twentyyears ago.
Notthat | was aroundthatlong,| hasten to add. I've only been here aboutnine years. But my
friend was HEing back then and she stopped being an EO memberbecauseall that she ever
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found in the newsletter — andit was the only form of contact at that time - was conflict. Conflict
of ideas, nearly always between autonomyandstructure.
It is really sad to think that some people have beenintimidated by what's written here, as
some HEors haveindicated lately. Very sad to think that we cannotall acceptthe variety of
learning styles that other HEors adopt without anyonefeeling intimidated. Or judged.
| don't think anyone writing in has specifically had the intention to judgeorintimidate others
who are HEing differently from themselves, I'm sure they haven't. But | know from personal
experience howdifficult it is to write passionately about your ideas without selling them and
maybetrying to make others think they should be doing them too! However,| think most
people write and offer their experiences here simplyto illustrate other ideas. That's the way
I'm taking it anyway. Andthat’s always only ever been my ownintention.
Nevertheless,it is a shame that some HEors havefelt uncomfortable with their approach.
And this has happened at both ends of the educating spectrum, both autonomous and
structured styles. And the issue of how peopletreat each other in the HE community has also
been raised within the n/I this year.
Theseissues though are perhaps no moreto do with the specific HE community, than they are
to do with community generally. Forin all groups there tends to be opposing issues and
people who would try and‘sell’ ideas rather than ‘display’ them. That's naturalto all
communities. But perhaps what's mostimportant for our HE community is that we all, always,
need to remain respectful of how wetreat one another, whatever style or approach we adopt.
Weneed to respectindividuality. We need to support the diversity of choices. And mostofall
we should remain united in our commitmentto the HE community, withoutfeeling the need to
be united in an approach!
Whenit comes downtoit, structure or autonomyare not actually what's important. And
anyway| don't believe they ever exist in complete isolation from the other. | would guessthat
families adopting a structured approach would probably have some autonomouselementsin
their decision making andtheir day to daylife. And | would guessthat families adopting an
autonomous approachinevitably at some point have some structure in their day evenifit’s
only whattime they stop and havedinner!
But an importantpointthat is overlookedhereis that there are thousandsof us doing
something in between, thousandsof us doing something that has elements ofboth styles.
Thousandsof usthat are focussing on something much more important than autonomy or
structure: the needs ofthe individual child. That's where any educational focus should be,first
and foremost.
Somechildren need and want structured and organised way of working, a structured content
of work, and daily routine. Somechildren balk at that and require a completely autonomous
approach. But | would guess that most children and mostfamilies use a mixture of both
approaches, remaining flexible and everin tune with their individual child, their individual
families, and their individuallifestyles. And that's perfectly okay.It isn't necessary to remain in
one camporanother.A flexible approach must surely be the onethat works the best. Afterall,
children areflexible; in a constant state of transition. Therefore their education should be orit
would not remain appropriate to their needs.
No one needsto feelintimidated by what others are doing. Wedoall need to remain open
minded and willing to learn about the variety of approaches, in case one just might work better
for us, But each ofusis allowed to feel comfortable and confident about our choices.
| knowit is tough sometimes to remain confident.It's hard to be confident in what we're doing
wheneveryoneelse around you seems to be doing somethingdifferent! It can make us twitchy
about our decision when we enjoy the empty swimmingpool whilst thousandsof children are
in school with their heads down!
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But| would hope that here, within these pages and on the website, is a place where we can
turn to, to help us boost our confidence. And not a place where we might feel judged.
Whatever you do, you must do whatsuits you. This may not be whatother parents of school
children are doing. It may not be what other HEors at yourlocal group are doing.It may not be
whatthe education inspector suggests you do when you had yourlastvisit! It must be what
suits your child and your family. Whetherit involves structure or not. Whetherit is purely
autonomousor not. Whetherit is a hotchpotchofstyles,like most of us, or not! Do what suits
you and your family best.
Andlets continueto learn from each other, let's have a lot more about whatyou do here. Let
no onefeelcriticised or uncomfortable abouttheir individual way of learning - EO has always
wanted to support the freedom toindividually learn. Let's make surethat is what we are doing
for one another here within these pages and elsewhere within the HE community.
This community here, this community of HEorsis all about support. As Martine Frampton says
in the Augustissue,let's focus on ‘personalised education’ rather than conflict of personal
views, and that way we'll be able to showtherest of the school world another approach to
children learning!
Ross Mountney.
I'd be mostinterested to hear about yourdifferent approachessoif you'd like to contact me
you can do so at ross.mountney@tiscali.co.uk

Spotlight on the Regions
Local Group Growth

South Cheshire & North Staffordshire
Whenoneof my daughters decided at 5’ that schoo! wasn’t for her | had no doubtatall that she was
quite right... What | wasless certain about was whetherthe alternative -home education- was what|
wanted to spend mytime doing.
I've always neededto be ‘involved’in things, to be an organiser rather than an attendee.I'd got involved
in my daughters’ pre-schooi group and beguna training course as a playgroup leader. | helped outin their
classroomsand did art projects with small groups. | stood and got elected as a parent governor, took onresponsibility for implementing the Numeracy Strategy and wenton governortraining courses offered by
the LEA... You get the picture
| wasenjoyinglife, being busy and involved, finding grown up things to do that related to mychildren,Home education seemed ratherlonely path to tread and the decision took somesoul searching on mypart.
Ournearest ‘local’ HE group was a 40 minute drive away and had no regular meetings,just occasional
trips and walks, but my daughter and her youngersister were happy pottering about the house and
gardenso they didn't need much else.
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It wasn't until my eldest daughter, then almost 8, decided that she'd had enoughof going to schoolthat |
thought aboutsetting up a local group. Fortunately a friend withlots of drive and enthusiasm decided to
start home educating too and in no time we had found a community centre, advertised our new group and
held ourfirst activity afternoon with 15 families attending. South Cheshire And North Staffordshire Home
Educators Activity Group was born and | had something to be involved in again.
The next few years were a blur of organising or attending activities and trips and making newfriends. We
made gooduse of education rates at zoos and museumsbybookingin like a school group,a localtheatre
ran a drama coursefor us, a local gym put on lessonsforus,wildlife experts cameto talk to us and the
group grew to over 60 families receiving our monthly newsletter. Home education had become a way of
life, we were totally submergedinit and all our needs were metby the activities and people within the
group. Thatlonely path that | had imagined had turned out to be a varied and enriching journey.
In April this year we took the step ofsetting up a bank account andthis has uncovered new pathways for
us. A groupof our teens came upwith list of things they wanted to do and we helped them to put in a
bid for Youth Opportunity Funding. They were successful andwill soon be taking part in a team-building
day followed by a range ofactivities such as climbing, drumming, archery and skiing. Riding high on this
success weputin a bid for Local Network Funding, and again were successful! Over twenty youngsters
will be taking part in a fortnight of watersports courses this month.
As mychildren grow oldertheir interests have become more focussed. Where a few years ago the key
motivation forjoining in with activities was simply the presence of a large group of friends, now it is more
importantto them whatis on offer. Our group is changing and growing alongwith its members.
Manyofthe things my children spendtheir time doing nowadaysare not organised through our local HE
group, but have grownoutof the opportunities the group created; My youngest daughter's place in a
gymnastics squadis a direct result of our home-ed gym lessons; Myeldest daughter, along with some
other home-ed teens, is doing Young Leadertraining and voluntary work through the kayaking club that
they joined after doing watersports with our home-ed group. Someof her friends are taking the
watersports further and will be doing Adventure Sports Managementcoursesat college, And the daughter
whostarted this wonderful journey? Unsurprisingly, she was never much of a ‘group’ person but she dips
in and outof the activities on offer, dismissing some and being inspired by others.
In this rich landscape of experience and opportunity our local group has beenthe soil that has enabled us
all to grow in our own ways.
Carrie Pletscher

Cam, Gloucestershire
Ram has never been to school, and when| first started home educating,| don’t think there was anyone in
my areain the EO contacts list. Slowly overthe five years since Ram was of compulsory schoo!age,|
have seen the numbers grow, and we have gonefrom only onelocal group at the other end of my county
Gloucestershire, to several groups, many which are close to me.

Ramis on the autistic spectrum,and heis ofthe variety that hates being around people. It is quite
obvious to watch him changein personality when just one other person comesinto the room. The least
change would be whenthat personis his dad, and the most change is whenit is a stranger.

Because ofthis | knew that groupsituations would bedifficult. | had watched Ram struggle at toddler
sessions, so | wasn't eager to seek out groups. If! did want to go to groups,| could have travelled far and
wide,including to Bristol where there seemsto beatleast two things on ever day! Instead | just bided my
time, and watched the email lists.
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| had noticed that someone had posted about a new group in Cam, whichis close to us. | then met the
family that was runningit in our local swimming pool. Atfirst Ram wouldn't let me talk to them, but slowly
we got to know them andtheir children. Eventually Ram felt brave enoughtotry the group out.
Thefirst time we went there were only three other families, two of which he had metat the swimming
pool. He took with him someof his beloved Bionicles to show the others. That turned out to be a good
move because it allowed him a chance to talk to the others without worrying about whatto say, Even
today three years later he will often take something to show others as he feels more comfortable talking to
people whenthere is something to talk about!
The groupitself really suits us because it is very relaxed. There is no structure as such, but generally
there is a craft or activity available as well as lots of free play. Somedays if the weather is good and the
boys just wantto play in the woods beside the meeting hall, we don't even do what ever has beenset up,
but other daysthe children (and adults!) have enjoyed all sorts of crafts and activities. We even had a
‘sports day’ where each family cameup with a different 'sport’ such as dress up relay, and over under with
the ball.
The meeting is usually held in the hall attached to a very old Congregational Church which hasjust been
rewarded forits facilities for the disabled. Thehall itself is carpeted soit isn't too noisy, and is always
lovely and cool even in summer. If Ram becomes overwhelmed byall the people we havethe option of
going into the main church whichis lovely and quiet. As the churchis over 300 yearsold thatinitself is
an educational opportunity. When| said to the organiser that Ram wasfinding the group too large and
noisy, she offered to go to the church owners and ask if we could have the use of another room upstairs
for quiet play.
Refreshmentsinclude some healthy snacks, biscuits and hot drinks, squash and water. Westarted
bringing healthy snacksof fruit and vegetables because several members havefood allergies or are on
special diets. Interestingly, the fruit and vegetables are often thefirst plates to be cleared!
Wenowhave two meetings a month. Thefirstis for all people, and we have a full age range from babes
in arms to 14. We usually have aroundsix regular families that come every month, and more that come
when they can. Sometimesthere is over 40 people! As this meeting was becoming very busy, we
decided to start a second meeting mainly for the older boys to play war games such as Warhammer and
Necromancer.
These meetings have become so successful that we are now wondering how long Ram will be able to
carry on goingwith all these people. But we are keeping the communications open, both between me
and Ram and me and the organisers. | know it would be selfish to expect the group to be much smaller,
but at the sametime,just having access to a quiet room for Ram to relax in when necessary can makeall
the difference.
Because we listen to Ram and his needs, he knows that we can leave at any time during the meeting,
and miss out going all together if he is feeling overwhelmed.
Andthatis the best bit about home education for us; meeting the needsof the child, rather than the needs
of the teachers,local authorities and so called professionals!
Abbie Green
Abbieramgreen@aol.com
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Craity Spo
Origami for Halloween

Hi, I'm Maria and have been home educating my daughters for the past two years. They are
seven and nine and adorecrafts ofall kinds. They love to get messywith big projects but
sometimes wejust want something that can be completed fairly quickly. If it helps to reinforce
their learning, even better,

Mygirlies are just starting to get into origami and love makinglittle
people and acting out different stories and scenarios. They arereally
easy to make and you don't need a big old supplylist and, even
better, they don't cost the earth.
Youwill need paper, scissors and felt \
pensor crayons andin just five easy steps x
theywill have a newfriend to play with. | \
have drawn someroughpictures to guide XK
you but | promisethat they are very easy.
1. Take a square piece of paperandfold it
into a triangle shape. eI

2. Open the paper back into a square andfold the two outer edges

 

 

  into the crease in the middle. This should give you a kite shape. +
3. Fold the triangle at the bottom of the diamond upsothat you have /

a triangle shape. /
4. Fold the triangle nearto the centre so that it now resembles a / an

boat shape. Now,turn this over. L =
5. Fold the twooutertriangle flaps in towards the middle. This gives / Z a  you the basic shapeof your person and you can draw the features |p

andclothes on.

 

x

Wehavedecorated ours for Halloween andthey will be hiding all over
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the houseto scare our visitors.
So, a crafty way to spend anafternoonandit offers up lots of opportunities to talk about shapes
and division. Playing and learning at the same time. Who would have thoughtit?

 

| do hope that you have enjoyed this and | am looking forward to sharing lots more crafty ideas in
the coming months.

Quote:

“| have cometo a frightening conclusion: | am the decisive
element in the classroom. It is my personal approach that
creates the climate. It is my daily mood that makes the
weather. As a teacher | possess tremendous power to make a
child's life miserable or joyous. | can be a toolof torture or an
instrumentofinspiration. | can humiliate, humour, hurt or heal.
In all situations it is my response that decides whethera crisis
will be escalated or de-escalated, and a child humanised or
dehumanised.”

(Ginott, 1972: 15/15 — cited in Harber, C (2004) Schooling as Violence
(London: RoutledgeFalmer)
This new publication has been reviewed on page 51 Page 25

 

 



EO Merchandise
(Members OnlyPrices)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Publications Member 4. Home-education research

Price 5. Further reading
6. Useful organisations (part of membershipEarly Years £3.60 pack)
7 C id qualificaticTeach Your Own by John Holt £7.50 8 aoe ang: qualiieations

2 9. Educational resourcesRi Ed = 90Free Range Education *9 10. Home-education andSteinerEd. Terri Dowty 5 5= —— 11. Flexi-schoolingHome Educating OurAutistic £13.50 hi nageSpectrum Children: Paths are Made . 12. School anxietiesby Walking 13. Special Educational Needs (SEN) and
Edited by Terri Dowty and Kitt Home Education
Cowlishaw 14. Dyslexia
Learning from Home Based £4.50 T Shirts
Education Navy: Home Education —a realoption £6.00
School's Out - Educating Your Child £3.60 Sizes M, Lor XL
at Home = Jean Bendel Navy: Home Education — a real option £4.50
Educating Your Child at Home — £10.75 Sizes 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11 of 12-13
Jane Lowe & Alan Thomaseee acerniemendit aan White: SINC £6.00valuation and Research in i x
Education, Special Edition Home Sizes MAL or XL
Education - White: SINC £4.50
Guest Editor Paula Rothermel Sizes 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-13
Educating Children at Home- £9.85 Oskar: The World's My Playground £5.15AlaTomes Sizes S, Mor L
Their Own Voices £3.15 Purple, Royal Blue or Sky Blue
Paula Rothermel's PhD Research £0.54 Oskar: The World's My Playground £4.70
(2002) Leaflet Purple, Royal Blue or Sky Blue

EOLeaflet Series Sizes 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-13
All leaflets are 45p each and are available free

to download from the EO website
 

  1. Choosing your approach to home-education
2. Deregistration and contact with local
education authorities
3. Legal aspects of home-education  Hoodie: SINC with triangle logo £15.00

Sizes 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-13
Hoodie: SINC with triangle logo
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL £20.00
Black, Navy     
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Miscellaneous
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      
Car Stickers £1.17 Stationery
Re-use postage labels (pack of £4.00 Recycled 30cm/12" Ruler £1.20
100) Eraser(red or white) £0.45
Sun Shades Single/Pair £4,75/£9.00 Recycled Pencil £0.59
Wristbands (red ones now!) £1.00 Recycled Pen £0.77
Toiletry Bag £7.99 Highlighter (pink/yellow/green) £0.89
Car Tax Disc Holder £0.89
Frisbee (red or white) £1.99 | Special Offers
Playing Cards £2.25 2008 Diary £3.75
Clip on Torch £4.75 Sets Christmas Cards £2.30
Clip on Clock | £3.59
    Binoculars £8.99

Postage and Packing
Having now had a chance to actually see how the changes in postal charges will affect EO,the pricing structure has been changed. For small
items, you. the customer, are paying much less postage Forlargeritems.the cost of postage has increased. Thefollowing costs for postage
and packing here, and via the website are now as follows.

Order value £0-5: £1
Order value £5-10: £1.50
Order value £10-20: £2.50

 
Playing Cards

Order value £20-30: £3.50
Order value £30-40: £4.50
Order value £40-50: £5.50
Order value £50+: £6.50

 

school Is not compulsory

 
Re-Use Labels

Clip on Clock
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EO Merchandise Order Form
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 
 

Item Size Colour Quantity Cost Total

Sub Total
P&P (UK)

Total (Sub Total plus Postage)    
Your Name:.

  

Your Address:
Your Telephone NUMbER: ......c...:..0cs0ccseccssecssecssessens EMAil ADDPOSS..cccciscsscccscssecssetssecsnscoescoesesessnessneessnseeneceneeneyee
GINGUS NUIMIDGFS savccrsczcssevonssnasansanevensctsanesssaassiasoustesacesaueassisiuceeust igus euntiveai ph PASE PPRESTOTERT Ne rcaesdlleceepneceseaesenneeneaseneg
Please send this order form to:
EO Trading, 38 Garwood Close, Westbrook, Warrington. WAS 8TF Email: merchandise@education-otherwise.org

Cheque to be made payable to: Education Otherwise Trading Limited

 

 
Postage and Packing

Ordervalue £0-5: £1 Order value £30-40: £4.50
Order value £5-10: £1.50 Ordervalue £40-50: £5.50
Order value £10-20: £2.50 Order value £50+: £6.50
Order value £20-30: £3.50    
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Christmas Card Design
Thecard designs sentin are shown overthe next few pages. There are four sectionsrelating to the age
of the designers and you are askedto vote for one from each section, The one with the most votes from
each section will be included in the 2007 Christmas Card set. Delivery will be end of November and pre-

ordering is advised asthis will be a limited print run.
ee
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Age 6 — 10
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Over 15

 

 

Please vote for one card from each section and place your order here.

 

 

A=0-5 years B=6-10 years C= 11-14 years D = Over 15 years

Winning Winning Winning Winning
Design Design Design Design         
This will be a limited print run andwill include the winning card from each section. Although Octoberis
early to be thinking about the holiday season, to guarantee having a winning set, orders must be placed
now. Please complete the following andinclude a cheque made payable to Education Otherwise Trading
Limited.
Please send me............ sosseee, packs Of Christmas cards at £2.30 per pack plus postage and packing.
 

Postage and packing
based on order value:
£0-5: £1
£5-10: £1.50
£10-20: £2.50
£20-30: £3.50
£30-40: £4.50
£40-50: £5.50
£50+: £6.50  

| enclose a cheque/postalorder for £ o........scccsceeseccseseeseeessesisesescseeeseeeseeerineseeeene

 
TEIN Case OF QUOHES): sicrcioncininaninniccnimnaincenemRaERS
  Send yourvotes and order to EO Trading, 38 Garwood Close, Westbrook, Warrington WAS 8TF. If you
wish to vote withoutplacing an order, either this form may be used or you can cast your vote by phoning
01925 654856 or emailing jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk    Page 37



EO Adverts
 

 

Where to Find Resources
list of information on National Curriculum

materials and resources and where you can get
them is available free from:

 

Henrietta, turnbull@btinternet.com
(rtf or wpd ordocfile);

or by post (please send a stamped SAEplus £1
for printing costs) from

H Turnbull, Hadlow House, 2 Hadlow Road,
Sidcup, Kent. DA14 4AF
 

EO Car Stickers and Re-Use Labels
Help spread the word

Available via the EO online store

 

 

 

Vouchers
£30 discount per course

AS SAEto Sarah Cook, The Old Cottage,
Croglin, Carlisle, CA4 8RZ

(quoting EO membership number)

Ethical PhoneCalls
EO hasanaffiliation schemewith the Phone Co-
op. This excellent organisation provides
inexpensive phonecalls,line rental, dial-up,
broadband and much more. There are a
numberof different phone call schemesto suit
your needs. The co-operative is “owned” by the
members and anyprofits go back to the
members,not into the pockets of phone
moguls!
If you buy yourphonecalls through the Phone
Co-op, EO benefits with a small percentage. So
help us and help yourself. Just remember to
quote ouraffinity number when you sign up: 017.
Three ways to find out more: go straightto their
website www.thephone.coop;goto the bottom
of the front page of the EO website or phone
0845 458 9000.
 

  EO Home Education Cards
(“Truancy Cards”)

Extra cards are available at £1 each card
required from: EO HE Cards, , 22 LewisDrive,
St Germans,King's Lynn, Norfolk PE34 3FB
Please send a stamped, addressed envelope
plus a cheque or postal order or the equivalent

in 50p or £1 stamps.

 

Chequesand postal orders made payable to
‘Education Otherwise Association Ltd’

Email queries to
database@education-otherwise.org  Learnpremium

This is an online educational service owned by
the Guardian Newspaper. EO pays

LearnPremium a lump sum and is making a
small charge to each userto coverthis cost.

Current subscription expires on
16 October 2007. Please contact

learnpremium@education-otherwise.org
for newrates.

There are around 130,000 pagesofonline
lessons and resources on a wide rangeof
subjects including English to Design &

Technology or Physical Education. It offers
interactive lessons and resources, games and

activities, video lessons, Guardian lesson packs,
whiteboard activities, randomly generated tests,
a daily news service for 9 — 14 yearolds and the

facility to generate tests.
Free Trials — contact Lynda

01553 617551
learnpremium@education-otherwise.org
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__Advertisements
NURTURE YOURCHILD'S CREATIVITY!

ART, CRAFT, DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND
VIDEO TUITION
  

in South Norfolk with artist and qualified Art Teacher
Denise Alexander MA Fine Art PGCE
INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP SESSIONS

Fun and educational- can link with other curriculum
areas

Drawing, Painting, Print Making, Paper Making,
Papier Mache, Scrapbooking, Pop Ups, Book

Making, Mosaic, Weaving, Willow Crafts, Fabric
Painting, Collage. Mixed Media, Ciaywork, Digital
Photography, Photoshop, Video, Graphic Design.
Christmas Crafts, Multicultural Crafts and more!

Special Needs Welcome
GCSEArt and A Level Art Tuition

DETAILS: 01379 651355
www.denisealexander.co.uk

Educational Tutor
Veronique Fox-Baret

CommonEntrance Examinations
74/114/13+
All subjects

Overten yrs experience.90% success
rates into top independent schools.

www.vfoxbaret.co.uk
078215 49763

\\WA

Meadowsweet
Homeschool
Pinner, Middlesex

New group meeting Tuesdays- Fridays,
10am to 3pm,

Rebecca Bean BA (Hons), CERT. ED
- English, Maths, Science & History
Marisa Ferre Sanchez, NVQ

- Spanish, Arts & Crafts
Debra Norton — , home schooling mum
attending Steiner Early Years training.

Tel: Rebecca on 020 8386 5172
Debra 01895 623 640
Debra@glendree.com

 

www.tickseed.co.uk
Huge range of quality childrens

toys from 10p to £80.

ANDgifts for all the family -
baby, child, teen, him, her &

home.

5% ofall orders from EO
members donated to EO

Tickseed
Tel: 01780 450790  



For books and resourcesto stimulate, encourage and
support your child's learning

visit www.stimuluslearning.co.uk,

Westock books by Dinah Zike and Evan Moor,resources for
D&T, science,electronics, art & craft and much more ail at

very competitive prices.
Visit our website to view our full product range or contact us

for a product list

www.stimuluslearning.co.uk
info@stimuluslearning.co.uk

0116 2238829.

  

 

 
SSS

Lovely CampSite with 3 acre woodland and
meadow with various footpaths, Lots ofwildlife.
Excellent access, Elsan disposal, mains water

Buildings for Workshops.
Toilet block on 12vlights.

Close by is Warwick Castle, Shakespeare experience,
Wellesbourne WaterMill, Banbury Museum, Edgehill
Battlefield and walk. The Edgehill Country Park is on

the B4086.

Phone us on 07976 292 001    
Page 40

IGCSE Examination Centre
Examination entry for home-
educated or mature students:

IGCSE, GCSE,A/S,A2 - locations
across the UK. One-to-one home-

tuition, small-group tuition and
email support also available.

0800 458 5788
tuition@3atutors.co.uk
www.igcseexams.co.uk

3A Tutors Ltd — Examination Centre No.
50538

OCR, EDEXCEL, AQA, WJEC and CIE
Principal: Dr A. Monks

 

   
   

    

   

  
 

Home Educating/Curriculum
Planning/Advice for

3 to 8 year olds
with a strong emphasis on hands-on
activities and learning through play
Using the local environment and

resourcesin the locality
Qualified Teacher with CRB clearance
Small groups or Individual Tutoring
For details rouvenacj@hotmail.com

r “ss

North West Region
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Passionate Pastimes
Astrophotography visiine
 

“Always got her head in the clouds”
| was six years old and sitting in the classroom of mylocalvillage school. It had a large window which
looked out across meadows & farmland. Today was summertime and | was watchingthe buttercups nod
in a light breeze, bathed in a beautiful golden sunshine. My mind wandered, how amazingit all is from
the beautiful flowers to the Sun and heaven knows whatotherfascinating thingsin the sky above.
“Jones!” yelled the teacher,”You're notlistening!”
“lam Miss" | replied, followed by a verbatim quote of the last 30 secondsofherlecturing.
Then | was punished, for showingoff. | never really did get the attitude of schools & some teachers.
What| did have wasa fascination, a curiosity for all things ‘nature’, including the sky, Here started my
voyage into Astronomy & Cosmology
If you're out under a clear dark sky one night soon, move away from anyartificial light, turn off your torch
and stare upwards. Your eyeswill gradually become accustomed to the dark and more stars will come
into view. Lookfor the milky patch across the sky, that's the Milky Way, our own galaxy.It contains about
200billion stars. The Universe beyond? Well there's more stars there thanall the grains of sand on all
the beaches of our planet. And stars don't accountfor half the matter out there,
Pictures & a thousand words
Anotherinterest of mine is the use of cameras. | guessit really developed when| was a teenager but|
haveonly fully indulged it within the last decade or so. Photographs can record a momentin time, a
memory, that's what most of us use them for. But that's notall they can do. Some use them to provoke
strong emotions, more than any passage of pros might do; take anti-war journalism for example. For
others, the camera can show ussights that our eyes can't — this is where oneof myinterests lies. Freeze
the motion of a running animal with a fast shutter speed, take a macro shot of an insect feeding on a
flower, point the camera down a microscope to reveal the tiny world aroundus;all these techniques &
more, expand our awareness, our comprehensionof the things around us. | suppose it was only a matter
of time before | wished to put camera & telescope together.
If you have a camera that can take long exposures (more than say 30 seconds), take it out on a dark
starry night, put it on something secure preferably a tripod, set the zoom to wide angle & point the
camera upwards about 50 to 55 degrees (in the UK) & northwards. Experiment with the exposure time
butstart with 15 minutesor so.
The resulting image will show stars apparently rotating around a point (the celestial pole) in the sky.
You've just taken yourfirst astrophotography picture and have also demonstrated the spin of our planet
on heraxis!
With just a camera & tripod you can also take good pictures of the moon, aurora (if you're lucky) and
even record a few planets (Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars) but they won't look very big, for that you'll
need a telescope.
StardustFairies
Tamsin (our daughter) has, like most children, a wonderful imagination andit helps her jump from one
thought to another. This was the case here. She had been thoroughly enjoying reading a series of books
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about “Stardust Fairies”. Within the tales, each fairy has there own special star; Regulus being one of
them. Tamsin wanted to see Regulus (Alpha Leonis) so we checked onits positioning, first star of the
constellation Leo, and pointedit out to her. Did you know that Regulus used to be called Cor Leonis, the
lion’s heart, soit’s a star for all you courageous home-ed families out there.
Wethen becameinvolved in a project to survey the darknessof Britain's skies. To complete the survey
you needed to count the numberof stars that you can see in Orion's belt. Tamsin loved it and from here
it was but a small step to her wanting a telescopeto further her interests in Astronomy.
We bought a 6 inch Schmidt Cassegrain (SCT) scope & an equatorial mount to put it on. There are
several different types of scope; the SCTis probably the jackofall trades. It is good for planet viewing &
deep sky objects and suited to visual or photographic use. The equatorial mount allows the scope to
slowly track across the sky counteracting the rotation of our planet (as you photographed above),

The Low Down
So what do you need to get started? Well the great thing
about astrophotographyis thatit's easy, simpie & cheap;
it's also difficult, complex and expensive. Did you get that?
What| meanisthatthis is an interest that you canstart off
easily and grow it to become asinvolved as you wish.
Obviously somesort of camerais a necessity, your current
oneis probably sufficient for getting started. Modern digital
camerasare great, they give you immediate feedback, are
fairly sensitive and many have access to multiple settings,
Read on for details of different techniques and what's
involved.

 
Figure 1 - Full Moon - Canon20D CéSGT

Techniques
Widefield
Just a camera & lens can be usedto take a broad picture of the night sky. Short exposures can be made
on a tripod but longer exposureswill need somesort of tracking mount. This can be as simple as a ‘barn
door mount’ (Search the web for plans on how to construct this for about £15) but is frequently done by
‘Piggybacking’ your camera on a telescope & mountwhilst tracking. This requirementto track the sky for
exposures above a handful of seconds is commonto all astrophotography where you don't wish to see
the effects of Earth rotating.
Afocal
Your telescopeis all set-up and you're viewing aninteresting site through the eyepiece, the simplest way
of recording this is to hold your digicam to the eyepiece & take a picture. There are things that you can

doto refine this.
* Buy a digiscoping adapterto firmly hold your digicam to

the eyepiece ~£30
* Match your camera lens to a_ suitable widefield

eyepiece, specialist ones are available
« Set your digicam’s aperture wide open
« Use your digicam’s manual focus, setit to infinity &

focus with the telescope
« Use a remote release or your digicam's internal timer —

avoid vibrations
Most ofall experiment with different settings & targets. get to
know whateffect each change makes & havefun.
Prime
This is the main technique for serious astrophotography. The

 
Figure 2~ Messier 51 - Canon 20D telescope is all set-up and the camera is attached via an
Cé4Sprime f10 1803200 13exposures adapter directly to the telescope. There is no camera lens
totalling 35mins 43 secs between scope & camera;the telescope focuseslight directly on

Page 42

 

 



 

to the camera's sensororfilm. The cameraitself may be a SLR (Digital or Film), a specialist cooled
astronomy CCD,or in some cases a webcam type video camera.
SLR
Most people would accept that the Digital SLR now has an advantage overfilm. You will need a ‘T’
adapter for your camera make,to attach it to the scope camera adapter. You will also need a remote
shutter release cable. The ability to connect the camera directly to a computer is also helpful. A 90
degree viewfinder attachmentcan also help to avoid the need forlimbo dancinglessons.(That or a good
osteopath). Focussing can be awkward — autofocusis unlikely to work for all but the brightest objects.It
is best to find a bright star & focus on that, then leave the focus alonefor the nightif possible — do take a
test shot to check your focus. There are computer programs that can help you with this. Also worth
noting is that most standard cameras have aninfra-red filter (needed for normal daylight photography)
andthis reduces their astronomicalsensitivity. Only Canon have madea specialist astronomy DSLR,the
20Da,but several conversions are available, particularly by a companycalled Hutech.
Astro CCD
These devices are very sensitive to light; they are typically cooled to 20 degrees below ambientfor noise
reduction. They are however, very expensive & can only be used for this one purpose. At £1000 - £4000
this is definitely the hard core end of the hobby. They are controlled from a computer and can produce
stunning images. Imaging is usually done by taking four sets of images using filter wheel, 1 set for
luminance & then 1 each for Red, Green & Blue; however‘one shot colour’ CCDsare available. Do not
howeverunderestimate whatcan be achieved with a DSLR.
Webcam/Video
This is a relatively new technique and is especially suited to planetary imaging. A short spell of video,
perhaps 1000 frames,is recorded straight to PC. Each frame is then analysed by a computer program
and the best are stacked togetherto build a detailed image. The advantage of this is that moments of
good‘seeing’ (i.e. when the atmosphereisstill) can be caught and used, whilst more ‘wobbly’ moments
can be discarded. The standard software for analysis & stacking is called Registax. You can build your
own camera or buy a commercial one such as Celestron’s Neximage (about £90).
CCD DSLRProcessing
Typically when imaging a deep space object (DSO), youwill be taking multiple exposuresof the object.
These exposuresare called lights and they will be stacked together in a computerto create a far more
detailed image. You should also be taking exposures called darks & flats. Darks are taken at the same
temperature & settings as yourlights, these will be usedto correctthe lights for hot pixels & circuit noise.
Flats are taken at the lowest ISO setting of your camera and are of an evenly illuminated object, a
lightbox or the evening skyjust after sunset. Theseflats are used to correct yourlights for vignetting and
dirt on the imaging train. You should also take darksfor the flats, no I'm not kidding! There’s various
software available to help you with this process some commercial some freeware, Deep Sky Stackeris
an easy start but my preferenceis forIris.

Telescopes
| am not going to go into telescope choice very deeply here,
everyone has there own preference & budget. But there are a few
pointers:

* Don’t buy a Department Store special, do buy a proper
astronomical scope

* Refractors will give you stunning sharp images but they're
expensive per inch of aperture and you'll want an APO
version to keep colour issues to a minimum

* Newtonians are cheapfor large apertures but don’t always
convert into a photographicinstrumentwithouthitches

Figure 3 - Schmidt-Cassegrain with * Catadioptics are a large group that inhabit the middle ground
Canon 20D & 400mm lens and are mypreference,there are different types:

o Maksutovs are good visual instruments butcan be bit slow for imaging
o Schmidt-Cassegrains are a goodall round scope that won't break the bank, this was our

choice.
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o Ritchey-Cretiens are the desire of many an astrophotographer. Not cheap but superb for
imaging — this is the basic design of Hubble.

Guiding
Sooner orlater you may wishto take images that require an individual exposure time of more than a
minute or two & a reasonably long focal length e.g. 1500mm or more.At this point the tracking of your
telescope mount may not be accurate enough, now you need a guiding system as well. This will either
manually or automatically correct the telescope position at short intervals, on top of the equatorial
tracking. The details of this are many, definitely beyond the scope ofthis article but you should be aware
that several methods exist and there are several interest groups on the internet that will be willing to
advise you.
Summary
| have tried to give you a brief outline of Astrophotography. There are many wonders to see, they are
inspiring, they put us into our proper perspective and they are beautiful. A telescope aloneis a fantastic
resource for any home educator, but add a camera to the plot and youwill see many more beautiful
wonders. For colour examples please do look at my blog (http://annmarie.tamaris.org.uk) lots of the
images are clickable & tell you how they were taken. Do bearin mind that I'm a beginner;if | can take
these images, so can you.
Resources:
Books:

Starware a Philip Harrington ISBN “| A guideto all the kit :
0471418064

Stars &Planets _| lan Ridpath SBN ‘Findingyour way around0751327123

http/www.heavens-above.com Satellite & SpaceStn | 7
Tracking

{‘stron at = A 7
Campaignfor Dark hitp://www.britastr.org/dark- Please Support this
Skies skies

 Whatare you waiting for? Go put your head in the clouds. ©
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Career Corner
 

 
In response to the appeal in the newsletter (No 177) for articles aboutjobs and careers, three people
have been brave enoughto put pen to paper. | look forward to receiving others and making this an on-
going feature
(Letters andArticles editor)  
 

 

Do | Really Want To Be A Dentist?
Young people haveto decide at quite an early age — as soon as Year 10 options
stage whenin school — what they THINK they want to spend their working lives
doing. A lucky few have a vocation, knowing exactly what careerthey wish to
pursue. The majority are unsure & would benefit from more practical knowledge
before making their subject choices.
| was askedto write a short article providing information aboutbeing a dentist,
which you would not necessarily discover from the dental school prospectuses.
Having qualified over 25 years ago, | can give someidea of what being an
ordinary dentist is about.

 

What made me wantto be a dentist? This is the classic interview question, to which most
prospective students probably produce the usualplatitudes of “wanting to work with people & to
help people”. | wasinterested in being a dentist from a very early age — aboutnine or ten years
old — but, by the time | was taking my A-levels & applying for degree courses,| had convinced
myself that | would notget the required high grades & applied for Biochemistry instead.| got A,
A. A, B in my exams&, within a few weeksofstarting Biochemistry, realised that| really did
want to be a dentist. | was able to changeto Dentistry conditional on passing myfirst year
exams.
This raises the question — do dental students need to be very clever?
Nowadays,straight As seem to be a requirement at manydental schools &as the numberof A
students increases, the selection process has to use other criteria to narrow down the numbers
of candidates. Several hours of “work experience”, shadowing dentists in various aspects of
their work, gives students an advantage, as does having many & varied interests. More rounded
individuals, with diverse hobbies & talents, will be considered more suitable for the challenge of
dentistry. Manual dexterity tests have been introducedto further aid the process.
So, do you have to be very clever & have excellent manual dexterity? | don’t think the cleverest
people necessarily make the best dentists. Yes, a certain levelofintelligence is required, but if
you are prepared to work hard, then you should be able to get through without being Einstein!
Things may have changed since| was a student, but | can rememberfriends studying other
subjects having only a few hours oflectures a week & terms lasting about 10 weeks. As dental
students, once westartedthe clinical work from the second year onwards, we were working
normal hours of 9am to 5pm, five days a week, attending lectures & seeing patients in the
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  don't apply for Dentistry!
As regards manualdexterity, a reasonable degreeis essential, although | have
recently read an article showing that manual dexterity can be improved by
teaching, & the generallevels of dexterity of dental students increases as they
progress throughtheir course.

Zs, clinics. We also had much shorterholidays. If you are not prepared to work hard,

|
{

Essential to the role of a clinician is being able to interact well with people from
all walksoflife, treating them with respect & showing empathy. Most patients
have raised anxiety levels when they attend the dental surgery. The clinician has
to be able to put people at ease. Dentists, more so than other healthcare

professionals, invade people's personal space when doing treatment. Their faces are only
centimetres away from the patient, & their fingers & dental instruments are in their mouths —
preventing the patient, already feeling vulnerable as they are supine on the dental chair, from
communicating verbally any anxieties or fears. When performing proceduresforthefirst time,
the clinician may be nervous,especially when newly-qualified, so the dentist must be able to .
overcome any worries he or she may have, & present a calm exterior to the nervouspatient.It
can be quite stressful dealing with anxious people every working day, & this should be
considered when choosing dentistry as a career.
The dentalprofession is constantly changing. The job | do now does not bear much
resemblanceto that which | did 20 years ago, From most people, on qualifying, going into
generalpractice & being a “generalist” — doinga little bit of many aspects of Dentistry — there is
a trend towards specialisation, with Specialist Registers being created to acknowledge those
individuals with enhanced skills. Many dentists are finding that treatments they are doing on a
daily basis are becoming morelimited, with changes in the NHS payment system, & they may
be concentrating on certain fields while makingreferrals to colleagues specialising in other
branchesof Dentistry e.g. orthodontics, periodontics, endodontics, paedodontics &
prosthodontics.
Do not expect, on qualification, that your days of examinations & learning are over. Every day
you will learn in the surgery. Postgraduate continuing professional education is now
compulsory, with it becoming more prescriptive in termsof the core subjects to be covered.
Recertification is likely to be introduced in the future, where dentists will have to complete log
books to prove they are maintaining their skills & knowledge & to remain on the Dentists
Register.
If you decide to pursue a careerin generaldental practice, rather than follow the hospital or a
community pathway, then you needto realise that running a practice requires business skills
whichtendnot to be taught at dental school. If you are a dentist whois only interested in the
clinical side of the job, you will need a good business manager, otherwise the practice may
struggle. When youare an enthusiastic dental student, full of altruism & ideals, you do notthink
about havingto ask an elderly patient whois not particularly well off, but not receiving state
benefits, for a large sum of money for dentures whentheythink the treatmentwill be free
becausethey are a pensioner. You won't be thinking about having to organise debt collection
whenthe patient for whom you have donea beautiful full-mouth reconstruction does not pay
theirbill.
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If you are thinking about applying for Dentistry you needto be intelligent, a hard worker, have
reasonable manual dexterity, be able to interact well with people — especially when these
people are in what they perceive as a threatening environment- & be adaptable. Dentistry is
constantly changing & you have to be able to change with it. Spend as muchtime as possible
shadowingcliniciansin different spheres of Dentistry &, if you feel you have the necessary
characteristics, GO FORIT.
Dentistry is hard work, but it can be very rewarding
Name & Address Supplied
A Brief Guide to Becoming a Parish Councillor — Representing Local People

at Local Level
In 2003, | spotted a requestfor a new Parish Councillorin the village we'd moved to the
previous year. Being a curioussort of person, and having discussed this with my family, | decide
to lookintoit a bit further. | must admit that my limited view of Parish Councils had, sadly, been
shaped by watching too many episodes of the Vicar of Dibley. | had to dig a bit deeper.| turned
up as a ‘memberof the public’ to sit at the next council meeting - to listen, learn and decide
whetherthis was going to be for me. Yup, | was hooked.
A Parish Councillor is basically someone whovolunteers to serve their community, make
decisions, monitor services and get involved with local government. You need to be 18 to take
office and be a British subject (or an EU/Commonwealth citizen). You need to havelived and/or
workedin the area for a minimum of a year. You cannot stand as a councillorif you have been
made bankrupt, been convicted, sentenced and imprisoned for dodgy dealings. The reasoning
behind this is that you will be making decisionsthat are to do with public money and howit is
spent, as well as being local citizen whois seen as being an honest and upright person. A
good reputation really helps here! You do not need to be a supported of anypolitical party. In
fact,it is preferable if you really are as politically independent as possible, in order to give a
balanced perspective. You need to be an approachable person and available for people to bring
their issues to you to raise at meetings.
In the last four years as a Parish Councillor, | have learned so much about the way in which my
village community operates and what really makesit tick. Each village is unique,as is every
Parish Council. | have complained (in the past) about how much moneywepay in Council Tax. |
nowrealise what the money is needed for. Someonehasgot to pay for (and monitor) street
lighting, dog andlitter bins, hedge and grass cutting, maintenance of cemeteries, crime
reduction measures,footpaths, recreational areas, clean streets, allotments, bus stops,
bridleway,village greens,traffic calming and much, much more.
As a 40 year old home educating mum (with a professional background), | know that | have
addeda different perspective to meetings, and added a balance to the school centric norm. My
daughterunderstandsthat we are involved with the local community and have responsibilities to
ensure the safety and careofall local citizens. She now hasa significant growing understanding
of local government.
| would encourage home educated young people to look into whether your area has a Youth
Council. If not, how aboutgetting one started? If you are old enough, | would highly recommend
taking on this challenge. You could not really get any better experience at shapinga political
careerbystarting at the very roots.It is certainly one way offinding out how ‘community’ works.
Weareall responsible for the environment in which welive.| can’t think of a better way of
raising the profile of HE by demonstrating that home educated young people care enoughtoroli
their sleeves up and get stuck in! Goforit! And,if you have watched the Vicarof Dibley it’s
nothinglike it in reality.... well, maybe just a bit 7
For more information:
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/
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Susanna and Chris have jointly home educated Asha(10) since birth. Welive in Lincolnshire
and are happyto be contacted via email smatthan@gmail.com

Archaeology
History and English were my best subjects at school and | enjoyed writing as an activity but |
had absolutely no idea what| wanted to do as a career. | went up to Reading University to read
history but there was, andis, a requirementthere to take three subjects in the first year before
making a final decision on a degree course. | had been on a coupleof archaeological
excavationsas a volunteer, which | had foundinteresting and good fun, so | chose archaeology
as one of my subjects. Within a few weeks | knew that | was going to abandonhistory and take
archaeology as my degree. However, even when | had my degree | had no expectation of
making a career in archaeology but | wasoffered a couple of temporary jobs. | must have done
somethingright because offers of short term contracts kept turning up and for a few years | had
a variety of work: supervising excavations, doing watching briefs on building sites, working for a
Local Authority archaeologist and working in museums— all useful experience but eventhen |
couldn't be sure that | was goingto be able to 3 °
construct a viable career. My lucky break wasgetting
a job with the then Royal Commission onHistorical
Monuments (subsequently merged with English
Heritage), another short term contract that became
(after sometribulation) a permanentpost.
My experienceis fairly typical but routes into
archaeology are extremely varied, with many people
moving acrossfrom related disciplines or sometimes
making career changes and comingin from
completely different areas of work. Contrary to
commonbelief (fostered by some TV programmes)
archaeologyis not aboutfinding ‘things’; that is just a
first step. The real businessis using the evidence
that is found to build an understanding ofthe past.
Therefore archaeological work is extremely varied.
Many peoplethink that archaeologists spend their
whole time digging butthis is far from the case;
excavating is just one part, though an important one,
of the process. | have specialised in surveying —
planning and mapping archaeologicalsites and
historic landscapes, and analysing the way in which
the land has beenaltered over the millennia by humanactivity. There are many other
specialisms within archaeology requiring a suite of different skills — environmental archaeology,
palaeopathology, geophysical survey, scientific dating, and so on; so archaeologists may have
backgroundsin physics, chemistry, the biological sciences, geography and geology as well as
the more obviouslylinked disciplines such as history and the classics. This rich variety of
experience amongstcolleaguesis one of the many factors that make archaeology so
interesting.

 
Archaeologists are employed by government departments,local authorities, universities and
colleges, museums and commercial companies(fulfilling planning requirements in advance of
development). Archaeology is not a careerfor the ambitious, unless your ambition is to spend
yourlife doing a job that gives you interest, satisfaction and the opportunity for some unusual
experiences. The downsideof archaeology is that there are not many posts available (and
manyof them are short term contracts) andin generalit is extremely poorly paid. In fact | would
not recommend anyoneto take up archaeology as a career — only a few manageto win through
to a reasonably well paid, reasonably secure and extremely satisfying job. But anyone whois
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really passionate about the subjectwill do it anyway, without anybody recommendingit to them.
Even for someone whohasnointention of devoting their life to archaeology, though, it is worth
thinking about archaeology as a subject to study at university or college. Mostof the degree
coursesonoffer are general rather than vocational so it can be regarded assimilar to a degree
in history or English, for instance. An archaeology course also has the advantagethatit
combinespractical work with classroom work, adding to the variety of the experience.
Anothergreat thing about archaeologyis thatit is not necessary to makeit your career in order
to contribute to it. Archaeology is more than just a profession — many people undertake
valuable archaeological work in their spare time. There are farmers, doctors, military personnel,
scientists, business people and manyothers contributing significantly to archaeological
research.

If you wantto find out more there are hundreds of books, magazines and
websites available. A goodplace tostart is the Council for British Archaeology
(which also hosts the Young Archaeologists Club) at www.britarch.ac.uk.
Mark Bowden
Senior Archaeological Investigator (WestTerritory)
E-mail: Mark.Bowden@english-heritage.org.uk

 

Education Spot
GCSE/GCE’s and Private Candidates

Some home-educated students decide to study for, and take, GCSE/GCE examinations, It seems
increasingly difficult to find a centre that will accept private candidates. As a home educator (my son has
just taken 3 GCSEs) and the examinationsofficer for a centre (in Carlisle, Cumbria) that does accept
private candidates,| thoughtit might be useful to share my experiences and thoughts on the subject. My
centre deals primarily with AQA, but | believe can enter private candidates for the other 2 main awarding
bodies.
Although AQA publishesa list of centres that will accept private candidates, often, when approached,
these centres cannot accommodatea private candidate. The paperwork for an examinations officeris
extensive and a private candidate hasdifferent paperwork to students registered at the centre.
Sometimesa private candidate studies a different specification (e.g. GCSE English), which will increase
the workload for an already busy examinationsofficer. In my experience as an examinationsofficer,
potential private candidates enquire far too late in the process, A centre has sent in Intention to Enter
and Estimated Numbers to AQA full year before the examination. | would suggestthat home educators
needto plan well in advance andif they are intending to sit exams in June, should contact centres in the
July of the previous year. This would ensure that the necessary paperworkarrivesat the centre.
Only certain GCSE/GCEsare available to private candidates. Again AQA provides a comprehensivelist
of all subjects stating whether or not they are available to private candidates. In my experience as a
home educator, | have found AQA extremely helpful if contacted directly. They have a dedicatedstaff for
private candidates whowill answerqueries. | also found the staff for each subject (Maths, English etc.)
very approachable, | would advise private candidates to really know whatis expected in each subject

"(coursework requirements etc.) and not rely on the centre knowing everything. Most examination officers
would probably not be aware ofall the special arrangements for private candidates.
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Costis an issue! AQA charge centres for each module of an exam (possibly details on the AQA website
— www.aqga.org.uk). In addition a centre will charge for their time in handling the paperwork fora private
candidate. They may also chargefor‘hire’ of the space for a written exam and the costof an invigilator
I'll elaborate. | run a dance studio where we have students registered with us who study for GCSE/GCE
Dance and Drama exams. These would not be private candidates. In addition, last June we had private
candidates taking GCSEsin Maths, English, English Literature, History, Geography, Science and
Environmental Science. For these, we needed to makethe studio available for the written exams and
payinvigilators even if there was only one candidatesitting the exam. These costs would be passed to
the candidate concerned.
| hope this is useful to those interested in studying for and taking GCSE/GCE exams.If you have any
queries you can contact me: renelbl|@cumbriadance.com or 01228 599440.
Barbara Renel

The Sheffield College

We have been Home Educating our son since Matt was 12 and he has achieved his GCSEs by
various long distance learning courses and college based courses.

| can highly recommendthe Sheffield On Line English course, Matt hasjustfinished the GCSE
course this summer. The care, warmth and dedication of the tutors is superb. The Online
course has won: 2002 NILTA innovationAward,LSDA Beacon Award for E-Learning, 2006 E
learning Age Award for he best support for on line learners. They have twointakes a year
September and January, and have had 100%A*-C passrate for those whotake the exam.

This summer there was 100% passat A* A and B. Considering Matt is dyslexic and had not
passedeither of his English SAT papers we were delighted that he received a B grade.
Accordingto the nationalstatistics for English only 28.8% of boys are within the A* A and B
grade bands, and for Matt to be within this percentage speaks volumesfor Sheffield College On
Line English Programme. | am more than happyto talk to anyone who would like more
information, He has enjoyed the experience so muchthathe is enrolled for the AS course
starting in September.

Thecourseis free for 16+ and sois the A levelif you are under 19 andnotin full time
education. | have negotiated with the college that he has done ceramics, physics and chemistry
and for him to do AS physics and chemistry as a part time student, leaving him to study maths
and English by long distance. T his meanshewill only have to attend college for 10 hours a
week,
Liz Jolly

Online College at the Sheffield College can be found at http://www.sheffcol.ac.uk
!fyou have any recommendationsfor educational resources, please share your knowledge.
With alternative resourcesin particular, it is often difficult forpeople to find what they/their
children are interested in and there are things available now that some of us have never
dreamed of.
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Book Reviews
Schooling as Violence: How Schools Harm Pupils and Societies
Clive Harber © 2004
Published by RoutledgeFalmer
ISBN: 978-0-415-34434-0
Schooling as Violence caught my attention immediately upon openingit.
The chapter headings alone were enoughto evoke strong emotions from
me, for example, ‘Schooling as Terrorism’, ‘Schooling and Learning to
Hate the Other’ or the chapter on sexual abuse in schools. The bookis

by Clive Harber, Professor of International Education at the University of Birmingham, and is
therefore written in an academic style. There are lots of references to, and quotes from,
research journals and broadsheet newspaperstories. He has selected some very harrowing
and also somevery inspiring quotes, and manyof the latter would be ideal for home educators,
or anyone with children, to pin up around their home as daily reminders.

 
Although the academic approach could lead to the book being dry, Clive Harber has avoided
this by weaving the concepts togetherto tell a story which flows from one chapter to the next.
At the end of each chapter Professor Harber draws his conclusions about violence in a
multidisciplinary way — biological, sociological, psychological, political. He also allows the
readerto reflect and consider the information from their own perspective.
The book is international in its outlook and not only addresses issues faced in UK schools
(bullying, illness through stress) but also those in the USA (military recruitment), South Africa
(rape), former Eastern bloc (warfare), South Korea (suicide), India (racism), Communist China
(totalitarianism) although none are exclusive to each country, I've read up onthe history of
schools elsewhere and this book confirms that schools were originally intended as places to
ensure control over children and thereby the population/society and to produce workers.
Schooling as Violence examines our colonial past which brought the concept of schooling to
‘developing’ countries, often at the expense of other cultures and the needs of the local
population. This has continued to this day and it was interesting to read quotes, for example
UNICEF, which conflict with politicians’ soundbytes on the importance of the school modelin
education.
| found manyof the issues raised to be familiar to home educators. Many of us know of the
problems with ‘bullying’ (the euphemistic term that really means assault, criminal trespass,
abuse and so on) or have experiencedit firsthand. However, the book delves into many areas
that our society too often accepts as the ‘norm’. The reader is taken deep within, in order to
realise that some of the beliefs held stem from the violence and indoctrination received at
school.
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Schooling as Violenceis an ideal read for home educators. It would be a great reference library
book to deal with negative comments and views. All you would need to do would beto hand it
to the ‘naysayer’ andtell them to commentafter they have finished readingit. It would be useful
as a reference in legal cases too.
The book has the potential to change the way people think about education and society and
should be informed choice reading for those undertaking PGCEs or working in or forming
policies on education. It has the potential to take readers out of their comfort zone and to re-
examine their own belief systems. It would help them avoid making the same mistakes and
remind people to be compassionate aboutthosein their care.
Although | home educate, part of me wantsto believethatit is through choice;thatis | still have
the choice of school. The final chapter discusses ways of resolving this violent model of
schools that has allowed violence to escalate by referencing democratic and human scale
educational models, which, of course, includes home education. Schooling as Violence shows
that home education has the potential to free us and, most importantly, our children from much
of the violence, atrocities and restrictions of school-based education. As home educators we
have the power andability to change the way our children are educated and perhaps through

 
them our society and reading this book assists with that awareness.

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke
This bookis about two orphanedchildren,
Prosper who is 12 and Bo whois 5, who
escape from Germanyto Venice whentheir
mum dies as they don’t wantto live there
with their Aunt Esther.
Bit winter has come early in Venice and they
don't have place to stat. They hide by
crumbling canals and misty alleywaysin the
mazeof Venice. Prosperis about to give up
when they meet a gang ofchildren and their
mysterious leader,‘the Thief Lord’. This
bookhaslots of twists and turns and loads
of surprises, but watch outas it has an off-
beat ending which keeps your mind whirring!
| recommendit for ages 8+ asit can
sometimes bea bit scary butit also makes
you laugh out loud. But you need to be older
as well asit is sometimes complicated to
work out! But | loved it anywayasit is very
descriptive, well written andfull of surprises!
Isabella (12)
£5.99 ISBN 1-903434-77-7

The Hut in the Forest — a Grimm’s Fair
Tale
A woodcutter and his family live in a forest.
Each day oneof his daughters takes him his
lunch. They get lost and end up at an old
man's house. The old manis actually a
prince, and whenthe last daughter manages
to break the spell he becomesa prince
again and everyoneis happy. It was a good
story and greatillustrations,
Isaac (7)
£9.99 ISBN 978-086315-615-1 Floris Books
Moving Pictures by Terry Pratchett
Terry Pratchett is my favourite author and
with this book he has outshonehimself. As
its says on the back cover‘... a gloriously
funny sagaset againstthe background of a
world gone mad’.It is set in the Discworld
whichis flat and carried through space on
the backof four giant elephants, whichin
turn are carried on the back of the great sky
turtle, ‘Great A-Tuin’ (sex unknown!). This is
the story of Victor Tagelbend(can't sing,
can't dance, can handle a sword little), an
apprentice wizard at the Unseen University.
Whenthe alchemists find out how to make
pictures that move, now everyone wants to
be in the moving pictures, but something
strange is happening — words are being said
that people didn’t say, animals are talking —
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and if that wasn’t bad enough CMOTDibler
(Cut My Own Throat Dibbler) hasjust
ordered 10000 elephants! A truly
extraordinary book, Now,lights, picture box,
action!
| get all my Terry Pratchett books from our
local second hand book shopat great
prices.
Keith (13)ISBN 0-552-13463-5 Corgi
First Girl by Gloria Whelan
This is a much better book than | thoughtit
would be from the cover.It taught me a lot
aboutwhatlife is like in China andit is so
differentto living in the UK. In Chinathereis
a policy that says you can only have two
children and boys are preferred so when a
another babygirl is born into Chu Ju's family
and her parents decide the babyis to be
given to the orphanagesotheycantry for
another boy Chu Ju decides to do
something herself as she loves her new
babysister. Just a young teenagerherself
she runs away from hometo start a newlife
so her baby sister can stay with her family.
She meets and stays with some wonderful
characters and doesa rangeof jobs which
are really hard work.It is really exciting how
she goes from place to place until she
settles down tolive with an old woman who
has always wanteda girl but her problems
don't end here but she gets through the
problemsand gets to see her ownfamily
again before moving awayto settledlife. A
lovely ending and brilliant read.
Jenny (13)
£5.99 ISBN 978-1-84507-594-1 Frances
Lincoin

Blue Print Maths
This book covers all the topics included in
the National Curriculum, It explains each
well and giveslots of practical ideas for
learning. There is a teacher’ resource book
(ISBN 0-7487-6373-2) and a pupil's
resource book (ISBN 0-7487-6372-4). The
latter has work sheets, which can be copied.
These contain lots of pictures and the
activities are quick and enjoyableto do,

eg measuring angles involves measuring
monster's mouths.It is a good bookbuta bit
expensive so definitely worth asking your
locallibrary to getit.
Hilary
Nelson Thornes 01242 267280

Upto the Halli by Mario Marco
This is an excellent book about a boy who
goes to a Roman Catholic boarding school
for boys but which half way through is
turned into a mixed school! The characters
are well created — FatherStilton — a major
whohasa habit of staring at every boy
before giving holy communion; Brother Tim
Oldfield — the football mad craft's teacher;
David Duster — the boy who looksafter the
bikes andis the butt of most of Charlie
Poggo’s jokes (he is the main character).
These characters and more are brought
togetherin this hilarious book which my dad
likens to the Billy Bunter books he had when
he wasa child. | hope the writer does some
more books basedat the Hall. Only one
criticism, expensive, so ask yourlocallibrary
for a copy,
Patrick (11)£16.99 ISBN 978-1-84624-126-0
Small Steps by Louis Sachar
This is the sequel to the ‘Holes’ novel about
Armpit. Two yearsafter being let out of
Camp Green Lake he comes homebutfinds
life hard when you have beenin a detention
centre. Most peoplethink he will turn out
bad but Ginny, his ten-year-old disabled
friend truly believes in him and he would
neverlet her down. A fast paced story of
how circumstances can bring about trouble
but also happiness. A great read and the
sort of story that stays in your mind and
makesyou think.
Rosie (11)
£12.99 ISBN 0-3857-3314-3 Bloomsbury
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Prison Ship by Paul Dowswell
This is the second bookin a series. Thefirst
book was called Powder Monkey. The two
books are as good as each other. The
series is about a boy called Sam Witchall
who was press-ganged in to the navy at just
13. | don’t want to give away too much
about the story. The first booktells of his
adventures on the ship andthis booktells of
his journey to Australia where heis to be a
prisoner. It's a very fast moving story with
lots of good characters. | couldn't putit
down,| wouldn't advise this book to
someone with a weak stomach, as some of
the details of violence are a bit graphic.
Jake (13)
£6.99 ISBN 0-7475-7705-6 Bloomsbury
Magyk by Angie Sage
This bookis the first in a trilogy. It is about a
family of wizards by the name of Heap, and
an evil wizard called Dom Daniel. The evil
wizard is makingclaim to the Castle and the
Heapfamily are trying to protect the
princess. In this book there is a problem
around every corner and no answeruntil the
next corner. This book keeps you on your
toes with tales ofall the members of the
family. Unfortunately | think it has quite a
poor ending. The story is suitable for 9 year
olds upwards wholike fantasy stories.
Steve (10)
£12.99 ISBN 0-7475-7926-1Bloomsbury
Flyte by Angie Sage
| loved this book becauseit’s got witches,
wizards, Bogarts (water creatures) and glow
in the dark bouncy balls!It's quite a
predictable story but fun to read all the same
- the second bookin a trilogy and | thoughtit
wasquite a bit better than the previous one.
The story still involves the Heap family but
includes more interesting characters,telling
the tale of Septimus Heap whois the
seventh son of a seventh son and therefore
very magical. The endingofthis story is
muchbetter than the previous one ending

with a bit of a bang. | am looking forward to
readingthe third book, which is called
Physik.
Steve (10)
£12.99 ISBN 978-0-7475-8449-0
Bloomsbury
Aztecs by Catriona Clarke
| liked this book because| like the Aztecs
and | thoughtthatit was funnythatall the
Spanish soldiers had the same moustache.|
learnt a lot about the Aztecs that| didn't
already know.| want to know why the god
‘Hummingbird on the Left’ had that name.
Hopefully it is on one of the websiteslisted
in the back. And | am interested to read
more in the series such as Pirates and
Elizabeth the First. But apart from that|
enjoyed this book.
George (11)
£3.99 ISBN 978074607472-5 Usborne
Dino Doggy byTony De Saulles
This is a very goodbook.It is easy to read
and very funny. The pictures are very funny
and makethe bookbetterto read,| really
like the pictures of his mum and dadsfaces.
Thestory is about a boy called Jake who
wants a puppyfor his birthday but gets a
giant egg instead. When the egg hatches he
gets a big surprise.| like books that | can
read by myself that are funnystories.It is 48
pageslong but | could readit very quickly,
Ben(8)
£8.99 ISBN 978-0-7136-7752-2 A & C
Black
Autism and Me by Rory Hoy

This DVD and
bookset is a
usefulbrief in
troduction to
autism — from
the perspective
of a teenage
autistic boy. The
DVDis almost
20 minuteslong,
and features

Rory talking about various aspects of how
autism has affected him as a child and

Autism
Me
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teenager, and how hehashadto learn
behaviour which most non-autistic people
develop naturally. The accompanying book
is short, with useful headings, and photos
taken from the DVD. Thefilm has pleasant
guitar music and songsas a backing track —
written and performed by Rory's family: not
as cheesyasit sounds! Overall, | think the
book and DVDset provides a very helpful
résuméof the important characteristics of
autism, and this knowledge should improve
understanding and relationships between
autistic and non-autistic people.
Margaret
£18.79 ISBN 978-1-84310-546-6 Jessica
Kingsley
Note
Prices quoted are the publishers’
recommendedretail prices (rrp). Shop
aroundfor lowerprices - try discount book
shops, mail order discount book clubs and
the internet. Some contactdetails are set
out below but manytitles can be ordered
from your local book shop. The Book People
(0870 6077780
www.the bookpeople.co.uk) and Red
House (0870 1919980
www.redhouse.co.uk) are good, economical
sources for books where you can order what
you like, whenyoulike (at prices well below
publisher's rrp). Postage / packingis usually
free on orders over £25butif you are
ordering less tell them you are home
educating and you maybeableto get a
discount rate. Many local EO groups have
meetings where books and other resources
are swappedor sold. Don't forget you can

usually pick up cheap booksat car boot
sales, jumble sales etc and thelibrary is a
free resource.
Ifyou are buying any books or software
from Amazon, Education Otherwise
receives a small percentage for
everything purchased using thelink from
the EO website. The link can be found at
the top of the publications pages. Dorling
Kindersley www.dk.com offer a 20%
discount to home educators. Follow the
online instructions to register and contact
bodcustomerservice@penguin.co.uk if you
need any help.
Sendin your reviews to Sally Hall, Nant-y-
garreg, Saron, Llandysul SA44 5EJ or email
sally@aecb.net
BIRD ATLAS2007-2011
TheBritish Trust for Ornithology (BTO)is
looking for volunteers to help record birds
for the Bird Atlas 2007-11. This bookwill
mapBritain and Ireland's birds in the
breeding season andin winter. The
informationwill be crucial to bird
conservation and there are two ways you
can help:

e Roving records — record anybird, any
time, anywhere

* Timed counts — record all the birds
you see and hearin a two by two
kilometre square.Visit for an hour or
more in the breeding season andin
winter.

To getinvolvedvisit www.birdatlas.net or
ting 01842 750050

BOOKTIME

baLiay

4Co
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700,000 children starting school across the UKthis Autumnterm will receive a free copy
of Funnybones by Janet and Allan Ahlberg from Booktime, a programmeto promote the
pleasure of reading. This is also available for home educated children.
Resources,including activity sheets, session ideas, a short Booktimefilm, and a podcast
of the authorAllan Ahlberg will also be available to download via the Booktime website

Furtherinformation is available on the Booktime website:
www.booktime.pearson.com

  



 

Regional Diary
Pleasefill in the details required and email/send to Jo Borthen, jo4eo@aol.com orat 57 Florida
Drive, Exeter, EX4 5EX by 1 September 2007. The RegionalDiary Editorwill, if necessary,
adjust the information sent.
 County
 Town/Village
 

Day/Time (Optional)
 Contact Name
 

Telephone @&
 Email Address (Optional) ~“*
   Website (Optional) &   

 
All regular meetings listed below are included automatically in every issue, please let us know of any
changes. New members attending their first meeting should phone to checkit is happening as shown.
Events organisers please remember whengiving details of events that the newsletter can be read by
people who are not EO members, and please check yourdetails.
Please call the numbergiven for further details of the meeting/event in your area.ENGLAND
BEDFORDSHIRE
Luton Home Education Group, for a copyoflatest
newsletter contact Fran on 01582 515458
~®: franticfran100@yahoo.co.uk
South Bedfordshire Home Education Group,
covering Houghton Regis, Dunstable &
surrounding areas, We meetregularly with a
variety of activities. Bernie 01582 866207 or
~®; southbeds.homeed@ntlworld.com
BERKSHIRE
emaillist for home educators in Berkshire &
surrounding counties.

lh yahoo.
cators
Varied activities & HE events for all ages most
days,details & list of all Berks activities from Gail:
gborrows@gmail.com or 01628 483895
Hero's Education Centre 4 days/wk, workshops,
lessons, activities, Dawn 01628 783107,
“®: thirdEye1@compuserve.com or website
www.homeeducators.co.uk
Lambourn Meeting weekly on Fris on an organic
farm for play,activities & support.Tracey, 01793
813325 or “®: roge.tracey@virgin.net
BRISTOL
Thurs meeting at St Paul's Adventure Playground,
lan or Silke 0117 9412707. Email list for Bristol &

m/gr rkshi

surrounding areas at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BristolHomeEducat
ion Also local group website for more information
about home ed in Bristol:
www.bristolhomeeducation.org.uk
Bristol Home Education Learning Place
meeting Mons & Fri pm, Carla 0117 935 4389
BUCKS
Newsletter for Bucks/Northants & Milton
Keynes homeeducators network extends a
warm welcometo all. Local Contact Georgeanne
01908 662256 www.mkhen.co.uk
MEHE- Milton Keynes Home Educators, friendly
group welcomesall, monthly newsletter + online
discussion room, Georgina 01908 371945
www.miltonkeyneshomeeducation.co.uk
South Bucks: meetingsforcraft, activities, play,
speakers, drama,trips etc. Jackie 01753 886924
or Gail 01628 483895, “*: gborrows@gmail.com
High Wycombe, HughendenVillage Hall,
1,30-4pm every Tues, Claire 07841 474398
http://gro: hoo. roup/high mbehom
educators
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Cambridge:regular meetings & outings, Jane:
01223-241925,~®; JLHellings@aol.com
Alconbury monthlyactivities run by Christian
group. All welcome, Audrey Hull 01480 219881
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Peterborough weekly meetings, Sarah 01733
265043 “#: sarah.lambert7@ntlworld.com
Peterborough Muddle Puddle Group The group
is primarily for under 8s & meets 3 Fri afternoons a
month.To contact the group see Yahoolistat:
http://uk.groups. yahoo. com/group/PboroMudPud/
Cambridge/Norfolk border, North
Cambridgeshire: Fortnightly at March, Jane 01354
677869 or Sarah 01354 688245 or“ Pat:
Northcambs@chauntryhouse.fsnet.co.uk
CHESHIRE
Chester area Outside Education Groupfor
details of all events contact Clare 01490 412167
®: cefarrall@corwen.net
Delamere Weeklyalternative education
programmewith Delamere Forest Rangers,
01490 412167
Chester, meetings every other week for music
crafts & educational activities, 01490 412167
Frodsham Social meetings & Youth achievement/
DoE award meetings every other week,
01490 412167
Deeside Monthly ice Skating, 01490 412167
South Cheshire & North Staffs Contact Carrie
01782 786720, “8: home.ed@ntiworld.com
CLEVELAND & DURHAM(see also DURHAM)
email list: http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/tvhe/
Billingham,Linz, 01642 800940
CORNWALL
Free events sheet bi-monthly via email or SAEs.
Contact Helen, Pro-Tem, West Pentire Road,
Crantock, Newquay, Cornwall, TR5 8RZ Phone
07779 559535 or email Beth on
bethany.sampson@talk21.com Localinformation
on our local home ed website:
www.freewebs/cornwallhomeed
Menheniot near Liskeard, Home Grown Small
School, Kath 01752 851091 or Tania
01822 835902.
Pensilva, Forest Day.Last Monof the month. Ele:
0845 345 8596.
Penzance PZ HOME ED Monpm,Ruth Boulton
01736 350887 “: tboulton@phonecoop.coop
CUMBRIA
Cumbria Otherwise Newsletter,forfull details of
events throughout the county contact Martin,
01539 732918 ~#: cumbria.otherwise@dsl.pipex.com
Kendal 3rd Fri each month Contact Jayne 01539
534541or “i: jaynewoodbank@yahoo.co.uk
Kendalalternate Mons, Jo 01539 567005.
Penrith alternate Tues, 1.30-3.30, Sarah 01768
896019

South Lakes, Weds, Lex 01229 885206
DERBYSHIRE
Chesterfield Home Ed Group meet Weds.
Outings & activities, Yvonne 01246 555645,
Suzy 01246 240917, Alastair 01246 520820
Chesterfield — Hasland Village Hall, Art Class,
age 10 & over, 4" Thurs of month 12-2pm,Term
time only, Sian or Marek on 01246 473902
Derby Group, 4” Thurs of month, Andy
01332 752998or ~® andy@derbyhe.co.uk
AmberValley, Alfreton area, meetings, 30 minute
drive from Derby, Nottingham, Matlock &
Mansfield, Deborah 01773 778380 or
Helen 01332 883545
Derbyshire
Family groupincluding tai chi & French plus
playtime, “% lan: lanalderson7758@tiscali.co.uk
Family swimming sessions,Wed pm, ~ lan:
lanalderson7758@tiscali.co.uk
Derbyshire & beyond - AHEAD. Meet weekly on
Thurs for French, tai chi, special events & time for
playing/chatting & Weds for swimming. Website
http://www.geocities.com/aheadhomeeducation/
DEVON
£0 Devon Newsletterfor details contact Kate,
~*\; katefernhill@aol.com or 01392 851370
National Trust (Devon)for details ring Neil
01363 82314
East & Mid Devon Local Contact
Kate 01392 851370
OkehamptonMon,alternate weeks,
Barbara 01837 55805
Exeter Wed, Free Range Learningfor all ages
contact Anniefor details 01392 434167
Exeter Thurs, fortnightly Pottery,
Neil 01363 82314
Exeter Fri Green Woodworking, Neil 01363 82314
Exeter weekly teenage group,
Erinn 01392 434167
North Devonlocal Contact: Jo 01237 478211
Bideford area fortnightly social meetings on Tues,
Louise 01237 441786
North Devon Home Grown Kids,twice weekly
meetings & events.
Swimbridge Wed 2pm-5pm, 01271 830456
Barnstaple Fri, Funderzone,term timeonly. ;
www.homegrownkids.co.uk 01271 830456/830804
South Devon Local Contact Bridget
01803 862158, ~*: bridgetmeadows@onetel.com
South Devon Home Education Group;
Mons:swimming at Totnes, lvana 01803 840830
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Tues: outings, museums + campingtrips,
Sally 01803 551955
Wed: weekly meetingsin hall near Totnes,
Helen 01803 665604
Thurs: workshops, Sara or Helen 01803 665604
see Devon Newsletter (details above) for more
info. ,
South Devon,Dart Valley H.E. Network regular
meetings & one-off events. Gordon/Hannah:
lindnich@tesco.net or 01803 762788, for more
details see Devon newsletter.
Devon East/Dorset West Lyme Regis, Axminster,
Bridport, Chard, Habiba 0845 4582984
South West Dorset/South East Devon/South
Somerset, every Mon from 10-2.30 term time,all
ages welcome. Mary or Danny 01297 560342
Dorset/Somerset/Devon borders
Regular meetings on Tuess, Karen 01460 30461,
on Thurs, Ali 01297 443816
DORSET
Rosemary 01747 853593
Bournemouth area: local website
www.he-ed.org.uk
Meeting every Mon,Vicki, 01202 302275,
“®: vck_skinner@yahoo.co.uk
Durham
email list:http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/tvhe/
or http://groups.yahoo.com/durhamhome_ed/
ESSEX
Chelmsford monthly meetings, third Thurs, 2-4pm
“8 Sarah; tower@tesco.net
Colchester Bowling & Swimming monthly onlast
Wed,term time, Sharron: sharron@brainydata.com
Southend OTHENA- Olderchildren/Teens News
& Activities (11+) for details contact Michelle:
ab006h6097@blueyonder.co.uk or 01702 307834
http://uk.groups.yahoo. r THENA/
Tiptree monthly meetings,last Tues of month 2-
5pm, “®: julie. ashton@ntlworld.com
Various venues across Essex, New Teens
Group, meeting monthly,
Sally@brisley.freeserve.co.uk
Around Essex Educationalvisits twice monthly
Thurs. Details of Essex groups & eventsin
Epicycle available from Corinne “8:
epicycle@wavy.org 07802630693
Southend Home Education. Regular meetings,
Shirley 01702 308698 or “®: indigoshirl@gmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthendHomeEd
ucation-FREYA

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Monthly social meetings opento all. Regular
workshops& outings. Website:
http://members.lycos.co.uk/GlosHomeEducators/in
dex.html also Email list for events & forum, Rob &
Fiona 01684 290087 openhorizons@ntlworld.com
Caroline 01242 890351 cambrose@ieee.org
Beverley 01242 524091 or Mhairi 01452 384104.
Gloucester meetings & swimming. Dawn 01452
540019 dawnandmike@blueyonder.co.ukor
Tracy 07941 612092
Stroud regular meetings,1" Tues + 3° Thurs
every month, Nick 01453 840036 ~#:
nick.weir@freeuk.com
South Gloucestershire
http://groups. yahoo.com/group/SouthGlousHomeEd
HAMPSHIRE
Petersfield, ACTIVEO, 5 events a week within 20
miles, all welcome. 01428 712394 website:
www.activeo.org.uk
Fareham & Gosport, FAREGOS HE meetstwice
weekly for craft, swimming & other
activities.Tracey 02392 551870orJulie 01730
261468, email: jkbar1955@myrealbox.com
North Hampshire, NHEO.Opento all home
educators in North Hants & surrounding
areas. Regular meetings in Oakley, ice skating &
other activities.
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/NHEO/,
Carol 01264 357650, eo@azakit.com
Farnham/Aldershotarea,friendly group for under
10s; fortnightly meetings & occasionaloutings,
Paula: 01252 316497 paula.oakley@talk21.com or
Emma: 01483 426277
~®: emmajeavons@supanet.com
Romsey/NewForestarea,fortnightly,
~@: anniemax1@yahoo.co.uk
Southampton & area, SEEDS meetingsat least
weekly, Lyn 02380 487879 lynb@dsl.pipex.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SEEDS1
HERTFORDSHIRE(see also N.London)
Forevents List for Herts Home Educators
®; _karenbartlett@btinternet.com_St Albans, Social group meeting at Sandridge
village hall, mornings 2” + 4" Thurs,
Carolyn 01727 851073
Stevenage Swimming Pool, Swimming Lessons
every Thurs 10.30am, term time, Barbara 01707
891021 or “#: babs.medonald@ntlworld.com
ISLE OF MAN
Isle of Man Home Education Network. Meeting
monthly, “@: hen-iom@manx.net
http://uk.groups. yahoo.com/group/hen-iom/
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ISLE OF WIGHT
Local Contact Shara 01983 562313
1.W.E.O. Group:craft sessions,visits, swimming,
theatre, picnics, barbecues, mutual support,
especially older EO kids but new members &
visitors always welcomed, Jude 01983 531680
Isle of Wight Learning Zone, Sue 01983 241095
KENT
Wealden Home Ed website:
www.when.omnia.co.uk & email group:
wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork@yahoo.groups.com
Ash, Sandwich, Dover, Canterbury, Ramsgate
& surrounding areas, Leanne 01304 814498
Isle of Thanet, Vanda 01843 842629
Medwaytowns,Bridget 01634 234938
Tunbridge Wells group meet every Mon from
10-4, Kim 01892 863941
SEFLAGS Edenbridge,Kent; Sussex & Surrey
Weekly sports & meetings, Karen 01732 864 524
website: http://www.flags-education.org.uk
Leham anyone wanting to meetin this area please
contact Jayne 01622 859882
MedwayTowns,regular meetings & visits,
Liz 01634 323959
LANCASHIRE
Old Cobblers, Pam 01706 215585
v®: davidandpam@ntlworld.com
For comprehensivelist of monthly events please
email Pam at: davidandpam@ntlworld.com or send
SAEto: 2 Melia Close, Rossendale, Lancs, BB4 6RQ
Blackburn Ice Rink monthly,
Jackie 01695 424220
Botany Bay, Angela 01204 659634
Preston Badminton/Swimming,
Angela 01204 659634
Lancaster, monthly meetings, Thurs12-3pm,
Gillian, 01524 62918,“®: kenworthyfamily@talktalk.netLEICESTERSHIRE
5 regular meeting venuesacrossLeicestershire.
Alex Caldwell 0116 2720209 or
“®: alex.caldwell@tiscali.co.uk
Leicester area-Syston Groupforthe under8s.
Tammy on mattamsam@btinternet.com or
0116 2692499,or Vikki on martinvikki@aol.com
LINCOLNSHIRE
Activelincs Home Education Group, Helena 01724
720595
Central Lincoln, Bluebells, regular meetings,
Ruth 01522 804583

Variety of informal events & get togethers,
Christine 01507 338070,
christinehalse1@yahoo.co.uk
Lincoin Cathedral Home-educators - Central
Lincoln, regular meetings, Ruth 01522 804583,
Christine 01507 338070,
~%: christinehalse1@yahoo.co.uk
South Lincs Regular meetings & activities,
Lorraine 0845 458 3004
South Lincolnshire, drama group, Brothertoft
Village hall,10 - 12 Tuess, 01205 821044
Krisistevens@aol.com
LONDON
Ladbroke Grove/QueensPark group, Mon &
Wed, Sarah 07816 87284 1or Gigi 020 732 88990
South East London/Kentborders regular
meetings, Ann 01689 826504
East London HE Groupalternate Wedsin
Leytonstone 1-4pm, Call Jo: 020 8520 5709
~®: acoo@mirehall.freeserve.co.uk
East London Home EducatorsForestGate,
Meeting Fri 1-3, Annalise 0208 5001053
Bromley/Croydon Chrysalis Group,
Jenny 020 8654 3972, jen9@blueyonder.co.uk
Dulwich, Weds, Gina 020 8299 1135
ForestHill contact Denise 020 8699 6866
Grove Park group meets every otherFri,
Claire 020 8402 5831
Kidbrokerollerblading, Fiona 020 8852 9756
bettleslake@clara.net
Lewisham Thurss 11-1 then to park afterwards,
Joolz: 0208 2895026 teachyourown@hotmail.com
NewCross,term time swim on Tuess at 12.30,
Denise 020 8699 6866
Sydenham,Chrystia + Keith 020 8776 8597
NW London Otherwise Club
Leslie 020 8969 0893
Chelsea Open House Project SW London, Mons
afternoons,call Sophie on 020 7581 5238 to book
Stanmore events on Tues & Weds. Programme
available from Vivienne, “®: timsharkey@aol.com,
call 020 8954 1885 orVicki 8: Aceva@btinternet.com
N London, Hornsey Home Educators Club, Mon
mornings, Tina 020 8340 4212
N London Barnet Group, Mon,Mirelle 020 8449
7868,or lance.e@virgin.net or
Lynda 020 8368 9046
West London(& Middlesex) Home Ed group
Tues, Betsy 020 8993 0677
betsyhomeed@yahoo.com Contact Betsy (EO
WestLondonLocal Contact) to join West London
Home Ed yahoo group,
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West London, Wed 12-2.30 pm fortnightly during
term time, Alison 020 8569 9398 or Kathryn
020 8566 0543or kathrynvglynn@hotmail.com or
Alison@rothwell1973.fsnet.co.uk
West London(Chiswick & Ealing) Tues, Naomi
020 8567 7589 or naomisandier@yahoo.co.uk.
Also contact for details of yahoo group
membership - discussion & information about
events in the area.
Greater London, meetings,
fizzatmuslimhomeed@hotmail.co.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MuslimSistersHom
eEducationNetwork
MANCHESTER
Manchester, Sue 0161 881 4830
Madcow Manchester+ District, events & support
emaillist from Lesley:
lesley.blackshaw@nt
MERSEYSIDE
"Saxophone with Eddie" Young, home-educated
tutor offers tuition at various venuesin Liverpool.
Home-educating families are especially welcome.
Eddie 01517331460
MIDDLESEX
Hayes, meetings every other Thurs from 10.30 to
1.30, Jenn 0208 573 9042,
Jenn@shadowdale.demon.co.uk
Pinner, Meadowsweet Home School, Tuess-Fris,
qualified teachers,10am to 3pm,
Deborah 01895 623640
NORFOLK
West Norfolk
http://uk.groups. yahoo.com/grou
meEducators Lynda 01553 617551
Norfolk, Mattishall The music club here runs
fortnightly, alisonbrennan@tiscali.co.uk
Downham Market bimonthly social meetings,
www.freedm.org.uk or “@: info@freedm.org.uk or
Nicola 01366 385380.
Norwich area - Free Wheelfor under 10s, activity
group Wedsfortnightly 07760 203728
Norwich Yoga Bugs,Sally 01603 279832
Thetford, Swimming, indoor sports/play at Leisure
CentreTerm-time, Thurs 2.30-4.30,
Fay 01953 681785
Norwich,Fri, fortnightly activities run by Christian
group, Sue: 01953 454278
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
www.northantshe.org.uk Imogen 01604 781316 or
07756 011189 ~®: info@northantshe.org.uk
Northamptonshire, Local homeed teens,
Lynne 01604 454240

Id.com

lestNorfolkHo

NORTHUMBERLANDI/NORTH EAST
http://groups.msn.com/EducationOtherwise
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Nottingham Weekly meetings,forfulllist, Local
Contact: Damian 0115 9603005 or
damian.carnell@ntlworld.com or
Louise 01773 780634
AmberValley area, meetings, contact: Deborah
01773 778380 or Helen 01332 883545
OXFORDSHIRE
Group meetsalternate Thurs for varied timetable
ofactivities. Children split into 3 age groups.
Workshops & regular speakers. Contact:
Wendy 01865 514973
RUTLAND
Weekly meetings & activities, Jackie or lain 01572
755 959, “*: jackiecrae@bluebottle,com
SHROPSHIRE
South Shrops regular meetings every Tues,
outings & workshops, Maria 01588 630314
Newport Nr Telford, meetings & outings, Fri from
12.30, Julieann 01952 401571,
~®: weshalllook@aol.com
SOMERSET
Bath H.E.L.P. group meets regularly for outings &
activities. Louise: 07957 618988
“©; jensen-thomas@clara.co.uk
Bath Meetings 3 days per week for semi-
structured child-centred learning activities with
parents & a teacher, Andy & Rachel
01373 464754
Frome & Beyond (FAB) home educators' support
group. Social gatherings, group activities, outings
& newsletter, Sally 01749 674842 or
Jennifer 01373 813830
Wiveliscombe/Tauntonarea- regular get-
togethers & outings, Maggie 01984 624651.
Wells & Glastonbury area, regular social
meetings, Lesley 01749 689241,Tanya
01458 83487, Steph 01749 812959
Somerset North - Regularget-togethers &
activities, Vicky 01275 848425
Somerset North W.A.V.E.S group meeting
fortnightly for crafts & activities in Weston-Super-
Mare.Friendly group. Viv 07957 580935
STAFFORDSHIRE/ S. CHESHIRE / N. SALOP
Stafford HESEO,meeting 2nd + 4th Wed each
month 11-3pm, bring lunch, karen 01543 422577
“i: karen@karisto.co.uk
Staffs North & South Cheshire newsletter, Carrie
01782 786 720, “*: home.ed@ntlworld.com
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SUFFOLK
Woodbridge, Foxburrow Farm, activities
organised by Suffolk Wildlife Trust, to book call
Jenny on 01394 380113
Wetherden meetings 3 Fri 10.30-2pm,
Heather 01953 688128
Wild Meadows,Ringsfield, regular meetings,
Mell, 0845 337 0282
SURREY
P.A.C.T. Surrey's home education group. Monthly
newsletter containing information about activities,
outings, events etc, pact@jellyed.com or
Jeremy on 01483 546515
Surrey, Bloo House providing a unique learning
environmentfor primary aged children.Piers 01932
228940 enquiries@blochouse.co.uk /
www.bloohouse.co.uk
Guildford Spectrum skating, Fri, Rachel 01483
565703 (No Sundaycalls please.)
Cobham area, Learning Groupfor parents +
children 0-7, Rachael: 01932 706191
rachael.underwood@classicfm.net
Guildford area:Theatre bookings:
Tisha 01483 898575.
Guildford: Under 10s: Nicky 01483 232080
Dorking/Reigate area,
Helen Burnett 01737 243606
Farnham/Aldershotarea,friendly group for under
10s, fortnightly meetings & occasional outings,
Paula: 01252 316497 paula.cakley@talk21.com or
Emma, 01483 426277 emmajeavons@supanet.com
North Surrey/Croydon meetings, contact Jenny
0208 654 3972 ~f:: jen9@blueyonder.co.uk
SUSSEX
Regional Contact for East Sussex:
Winnie Durdant-Hollamby; 01342 826087
Sussex Newsletter for Home Education
Monthly newsletter givesfull details of
news, groups, events & activities
throughout the County,for details,
Roslyn: 01323 848973, “i:
rossi@screamteamuk.comorring one of
the following local events organisers:
Lewes: Jan 01273 514528
Hastings HEDGE Group:Ali 01424
814175, Rachel 01424 422178 or
Emily 01424 719570
Brighton Lucy 01273 699099
lucygulland@hotmail.com
Brighton, meetings, Elaine 01273 581852
or elaine. haslip@pbtinternet.com for details.

Eastbourne 'SHINIES' homeed. group:
Loretta: 01323 509283
“*; madboys@tiscali.co.uk
Worthing/Shoreham Beach:Avis:
0127 542589 or 07703 647954
Forest Row Area: Winnie: 01342 826087
Petersfield ACTIVEO:
www.activeo.org.uk, 5 events a week
within 20 miles. For details call
01243 552472
Wealden Home Ed website:
www.when.omnia.co.uk also email group:
wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork@yahoo.ar
oups.com
TYNE & WEAR & NORTHUMBERLAND
Regular, frequent & varied activities. Age range
from 1 to 17yrs. New members welcome. Website:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/home_ed_tynea
ndwearMusic — Rosemary: 0191 2853707or
~*: paul@thenews.icom43net
National Trust & English Heritage Visits +
Woodlandvisits, Deborah: 01434 674713
WARWICKSHIRE
Coventry & Warwickshire Monthly meetings held
at the locations given, plus monthly outings. Full
details of meetings & outings given in HELM (see
under West Midlands),
Bedworth, meetings 1* Tues 10.30-1.30pm,
Alison: 07769 740925
Coventry, meetings 4" Tues 1-4pm,
Sarah: 024 7627 9633
Wolston, meetings 2" Thurs 10.30-3pm,
Sue 024 7654 3801
WEST MIDLANDS
Meetings, trips out, activities etc are held
throughout each month at a variety of locationsall
overthe West Midlands. The newsletter HELM
lists many of them. HELM isavailable free by
email or by post for a small charge & covers HE
related articles & events throughout the West
Midlands & surrounding areas. All entries for Helm
should now be sent to: 01562 720046 or
helmeditor2112@blueyonder.co.uk
Birmingham HE Group, regular meetings, Linda
0121 742 7368, linda@tustin2532.freeserve.co.uk
Coseley, West Midlands, Meeting monthly,10am,
Fri, Debbie 01902 570787 or Glenda 0121 556
0189 or “*; highwaygirl@supalife.com
WILTSHIRE
Beccy 01985 840174
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Biddestone, Chippenham, Out & About Learning
Centre: Tues, term time, 10am-2.30pm, age range
currently 0 to 11yrs, Rachel: 01249 890525 or
Amanda: 01380 739845 or
“®: info@outand: tlearnin
Warminster meeting each Monfrom 2.30,
Beccy, 01985 840174
Salisbury meeting Tues afternoons,
Vicky, 01722 324863
North Wiltshire
Tolink up with almost 100 HEers in North Wilts,
“8; NWilts_HE-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Swindon(term time) Mon swimming at Oasis,
from 1:30; 2nd & 4th Wedsice-skating at Link
Centre, 1:30-3:30
Swindon Weds, Shena; 01793 686433 or
Mandy: 01793 644472
FLL Robotics team, phone Shena: 01793 686433
Caine bookclub, contact Janet: 01249 818672
Devizes Thurs, 11.30 — 2.30, contact Janet: 01249
818672 or email Janetfor this + book club:
janet@eldekvist.com
WORCESTERSHIRE
LC Sue, meetings, events,trips out etc happening
all through the month throughoutthe county,
01905 458423.
Worcester Home Education Group meeting
Tues, Jayne: 01905 424451
North Worcs/Kidderminster meetings, Gail
Tutcher 01562 822034, ~@: gail@tqmi.co.uk
YORKSHIRE EAST Regular meetings visits,
Alison 01405 769902
Bridlington, for meetings, Jacqui 01262 679769
or Alison 01377 240324
YORKSHIRE NORTH
Regular meetings & outings. Karen 01904 400317
kkarensandy@aol.com
Near York, new group meets Wedsfor various
educational activities, crafts & social contact.
“®; contact@yorkeo.co,uk
North/West Yorkshire Group, Steeton Church
Hall. Fortnightly meetings on Fri, Sarah Thomas01535 655405
Skipton Home Ed Group Meeting monthly on
Fri, Judith Hargreaves 01756 791356
near Malton, meeting weekly on Mon,Tess,
01947 825772or “: tess@chrisgeall.com
Scarborough, Meetings on Fri contact Tess:
01947 825772 ~®: tess@chrisgeall,com
Harrogate, Hookstone Chase community
centre. Tues 1-3pm,Liz on 01423 320341,
~®: Blessingway1@aol.com,or Kate on
01423 865777, “®; ksbtscott@aol.com

YORKSHIRE SOUTH
Regular meetingsfor arts/crafts, visits, swims,
hanging out & more, Jo 01709 820866 or Denise01226 733478 or Gary 0114 2585702.
Sheffield, Highfield, Tues, Annette
0114 2583502 or Fiona 0114 22751142
YORKSHIRE WEST
Bradford Weekly meetings & activities. For a
monthly scheduleof activities, Sarah,
01484 361206 or “®: sI.marshall@ntlworld.com
Halifax:Monin term time, Gill, 01422 311876,
“®; Gill Kilner@aol.com
Huddersfield: Swimming, Wed,
Tracy 01484 317176.
Huddersfield monthly meeting, Wed,
Helen 01484 841041 or Jane 01484 645034.
Huddersfield, “Lunch & Chat", monthly, Thurs,
Tracy 01484 317176.
Huddersfield Art Gallery, Art Workshop, Thurs,
contact Jane 01484 645034.
SCOTLAND
ARGYLL, Home-Ed Group, regular meetings,
Joanne 0845 345 2291 or Debra 01631 730469
“; debra@celtic-soul-music.com
FIFE,Fri fortnightly meetings, Nicola
01334 478530 nicola.stubbs@btinternet.com
HIGHLANDS/MORAY,Toni, 01463 831574 or
“: tee. kay@hotmail.co.uk or
Rebecca 01343 542245
IRVINE, Rhona 01294 273644,
Shirley 01563 540063, Vivien 01563 537428
LOTHIAN, CENTRAL& S.E. SCOTLAND
fortnightly, meetings + outings,
Jane 01835 862118
WALES
SOUTH WALES,South Wales Home Educators
Network, weekly meetings in Lsantiieatt &
Swansea.Forinformation & support
SWHEN@aol.com orbev1french@btintemet.com
or Louise 01443231362 (Llantrisant), Bev 02920
797628 (Cardiff), Juliet 01639 760987 (Port
Talbot), Amanda 01792 862305 (Swansea)or see:

when.netfirms.com
Mid Glamorgan - Rhondda CynonTaff,
meetingson a Fri, Lisa 01443 772278
PEMBROKESHIRE& Cardiganarea,for local
information contact Yvette 0845 458 9251
CEREDIGION & CARMARTHENSHIRE
Lampeter, weekly meetings on Tuesday,
Laura 01545 580528
Aberaeron weekly meetings on Friday,
Laura 01545 580528
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Llanddeusant monthly meeting.
Laura 01545 580528
GWYNEDD
Bangor & area home ed network,contact
Heather 01248 352336
Tregarth meeting every Wed,free weekly
newsletter of events, Julie 01286 678181
jdchapmanmaurice@aol.com or
Nick 01407 811049.
Powys
Local Contacts - Dave & Dee 01938 590098
d.yeoman@tesco.net, e-mail list for home ed info:

david@visionetics.com, home ed camps, activities
& outings
Brecknock/South Powys area occasional events,
Hela 01874 610190 ~#: ry.ella@tiscali.co.uk
Newtown area: Fortnightly in Newtown, Sue
01686 688748 “8; smw5@tutor.open.ac.uk
N.E. WALES / BORDERS
Oswestry/West Cheshire/NE Waleslocal
newsletter of events please send yourdetails & £2
payment to; HENWOS,Berllan Gron, Llanycil,
Bala. Gwynedd LL23 7YG
Froncysylite fortnightly meetings
Sam 01978 861011

Inspirational
October

Black History Month
1-31 — The Big Draw
4 English Pudding Seasonstarts
1 — World Architecture Day
1 —World Habitat Day
1-7 National Childrens Book Week
4 World Animal Day
4 National Poetry Day (theme is dream)
5 World Smile Day
11 World Sight Day
14 Seed Gathering Sunday
21 Apple Day
21 Trafalgar Day
24 United Nations Day
28 British Summer Time ends
31 Halloween
4 October— St Francis Day
OnSt Francis Day swallows are supposed
to fly to the bottom of ponds and hibernate
throughthe winter. In the days before the
idea of migration was understood, this
seemed a reasonable explanation for their
sudden disappearance.Thefact that
swallows skim the surface of pondsfor
insects may have beenthestarting point for
this particular folklore.

November
1 All Saints Day
5 Guy Fawkes Day
5 — 12 Road Safety Week
5 — 12 National Adoption Week
5 — 12 Dyslexia Awareness Week
11 Armistice Day
14 Remembrance Sunday
19 — 23 Anti Bullying Week
5 November — Guy FawkesNight
Bonfire Night is the most widespread and
flourishingofall British customs. The day
wasdeclared a holiday by decree of
Parliamentafter Parliament was saved from
being blown up by Guy Fawkesin the
GunpowderPlot of 1605. Until 1859,all
parish churches were required to hold
servicesthis day.
Just as in 1605, a new session of
Parliamentin Londonis still opened by the
reigning monarchat the beginning of
November.If there has been a general
election in the same year, the opening of
Parliamentis in May.  



Small Groups
New volunteers for any of the groups most welcome, with expertise or just an interest

For more information contact any of the council members listed (in bold)
If you would prefer to volunteerfor infrequent or small tasks please contact Emma Birkenshaw

ebirkenshaw@education-otherwise.org tel 0113 2172795

Groups:
PlanningGroup:
Phil Hicks, Laurie McAulay, Sarah Cook, Gail
Borrows,Lynda Hitchman, Jacqui Houlding, Joss
Nowell, Celia McDonagh, Janet Wilkinson, Jo Berry,
Leslie Barson
Finance: Lynda Hitchman, Ann SamuelTill, Janet
Simpson, Janet Wilkinson
Enquiries: Anne Rix, Geraldine Adams,Iris Harrison,
Jo Borthen, Edwina Theunissen
Publications: June Wilson-Billing, Gail Borrows,
Jacqui Houlding, Lynda Hitchman, Joss Nowell,
Jo Berry, Ross Mountney
Govt.Policy: Fiona Nicholson, Annette
Taberner, Betsy Anderson, Carole Rutherford, Ann
Newstead, Karen Bowizer, Anne Rix, Jo Berry,
EmmaBirkenshaw, Ann SamuelTill, Kira Patefield-
Smith, Natasha Arthur, Janet Wilkinson
LAJEA Group:Sarah Cook,Priscilla Park Weir,
Kathleen Thompson, Jo Berry, Gail Borrows, Joss
Nowell, Janet Wilkinson
ScotlandGroup: Ann SamuelTill, Fiona Chaff,
Rebecca Kail, Jill Fisher
Griev Ci al
Pauline Butterworth 6 White House Croft, Long
Newton, Stockton on Tees, TS21 1PJ 01642 570786
pbutterworth@education-otherwise org
Lynda Hitchman, 22 Lewis Drive, St Germans, King's
Lynn, Norfolk PE34 3FB 01553 617551
database@education-otherwise.org
Anne Rix Hembury Orchard, Frithelstock, Torrington,
EX38 8JT 01237 451535,
arix@education-otherwise.org
EO Email Lists & Forums
EO runs four emaillists with Yahoo Groups. The

Yahoo!lists are opento all, members or non
members. The forums are available in the Members

Area of the EO Website. See (www.education-
otherwise.org) to join one of the Yahoo lists

Jo Berry c/o 38 Garwood Close, Westbrook,
Warrington. WA5 8TF 07986 461719
jberry@education-otherwise.org
Contacts
Please contactoneof the following peopleif you would
like to volunteer to be interviewedor are contacted by
the media and would like help/advice/support on giving
an interview:
Media co-ordinator; Ann Newstead, 01689 826504
mediaco-ordinator@education-otherwise.org
Scotland: (VACANT) Volunteers pleasel!
NI (VACANT) Volunteers pleasel!
North West: Stewart Eyres 07792 777750
northwest@education-otherwise.org
North East: Eva O'Rourke , Wilsden
01535 274520 northwest@education-otherwise.org
Midlands: (VACANT) Volunteers please!!
Wales (S): Celia McDonagh,Cardiff,
07763 729055 wales1@education-otherwise.org
Wales (N): Edwina Theunissen, Wrexham 01978
661 882 wales2@education-otherwise.org
East Anglia: Ali Willer, Sprowston, Norwich
01603 401020 eastanglia@education-otherwise.org
South West: (Acting) Kay & Simon Smith,
01726 842057 southwest@education-otherwise.org
South East: Ann Newstead, Kent 01689 826504
southeast@education-otherwise.org
London: Winnie Durdant-Hollamby,
01342 826087 london2@education-otherwise.org
Isle of Wight: Shara Ouston, Ryde
01983 562313 low@education-otherwise.org

To access the Forums, send an email to
forums@education-otherwise.org giving your

preferred User Name which should be between four
andfifteen characters, your Full (real) Name, the

email address you wish to have associated with the
forum andeither your EO Membership Number or

yourfull postal address

Page 64

 



.

t
‘

 

WHO DOES WHATIN EO
Members
Leslie Barson (London) 0208 969 0893
lbarson@education-otherwise.orgJo Berry (Cheshire) 07986 461719
jberry@education-otherwise.org
Emma Birkenshaw (W Yorks) 0113 217 2795ebirkenshaw@education-otherwise,org
Gail Borrows (Bucks) Tel: 01628 483895
gborrows@education-otherwise.org (Membership
Secretary)
Darren Braecklein (W Yorks) 0113 217 2795
dbraecklein@education-otherwise.org
Pauline Butterworth (Cleveland) 01642 672370
pbutterworth@education-otherwise.org
Carla MacGregor (Bristol) 0117 935 4389
cmacgregor@education-otherwise.org
Imogen Cooper(Northants) 01604 781316
icooper@education-otherwise.orgJoss Nowell (Staffs) Tel: tba
jnowell@education-otherwise.org (Publications Sec)
Anne Rix (Devon) 01237 451535
arix@education-otherwise.org (Enquiries Sec.)
Janet Wilkinson (Peterborough) 01733 554436jwilkinson@education-otherwise.org (Company Sec)
Rowenna Williams (Gwynedd) 01678 521348
twilliams@education-otherwise.org
June Wilson-Billing (Dorset) 01258 471949
Jwilsonbilling@education-otherwise.org
Membership
Membership and newsletter subscription enquiries,
membership cards, address changes, new member
packs, other queries or missing newsletters contact :Database Administrator, Education Otherwise,
Lynda Hitchman, 22 Lewis Drive, St Germans,King's
Lynn, Norfolk PE34 3FB
01553 617551 or 0870 765 3650
Email database@education-otherwise.org
Stationery FLeaflets, posters, letterhead, complimentslips,
membership forms, car stickers etc: free (donations
toward postage welcome); reuse labels £4.00 per 100
(free for EO business use). Debbie Barker, 19 Cedar
Drive, Worlingham, Beccles, NR34 7EW 01502
714413 email: eostationary@education-otherwise.org
Cards(free on joining). Extra orreplacementtruancy and membership cards SSAE +
£1 per card. P.O,/cheque (payableto ‘Education
Otherwise’ or in 50p or £1 stamps,to Lynda,
hecards@education-otherwise.org
Publications
Books,information leaflets and back issues ofnewsletter Fora full list send SAE to :
Debbie Barker, 19 Cedar Drive, Worlingham, Beccles,Suffolk NR34 7EW 01502 714413
publications@education-otherwise.org (pleasering to
check availability of items before ordering)

Email Jacqui Houlding
01925 654856 website@education-otherwise,org

Contacts
Contact with LA /MemberSupport /OtherProblems
If you need help in dealing with your LA/EA please
ring your Local Contact or any Council Member.
if you have a query not covered below please contact
your nearest Council Member (list left)
Anti Bullying Support (Acting) Jacqui Halson (Kent)
01227 277869 12a Clifton Road, Whitstable, Kent
CT5 1DQ
Autonomous Education Support: Sammy and Nick
Vidal-Hall |Home Croft, Brownston St, Modbury,
Devon PL21 0OQR 01548 830716
Campaign Team Contact: Fiona Nicholson
campaignteam@education-otherwise.org 0114 275
1142 205 Leverton Gdns,Sheffield, S11 8FD.
College Contact: (Acting) Roger Scaife, Glen House,
Cragg Vale, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire
HX7 5SQ 01422 884682
collegecontact@education-otherwise.org
CompanySecretary: Janet Wilkinson (See CMList)
CoordinatorforEnquiries Secretary:Iris Harrison
(Worcs.) 01584 781341 esco-ordinator@education-
otherwise.org
Enquiries Secretary: Anne Rix (See CMList)
EO LAJEA Bridgebuilder; Kathleen Thompson
Kathleen Thompson 01942 795975
la-eabridgebuilder@education-otherwise.orgEOStalls: Jacqui Houlding 01925 654856
website@education-otherwise.org
GCSE Contacts: Geraldine Adams 0207 263 4922
Sarah Cook: 01768 896019
gcsecontact@education-otherwise.org,
General Secretary: Vacant
earnPremium: Lynda Hitchman (01553 617551)
arnpremium@education-otherwise.org

Local Contacts Co-ordinator: Carla MacGregor
(See CMlist) cco-ordinator@education-otherwise.org
Membership Secretary: Gail Borrows (See CM List)
Newsletter Coordinator: Martine Frampton (01608
812411 and Nicola Haxell (01302 863195) nico-
ordinator@education-otherwise.org
Publications Secretary: Joss Nowell (See CMList)
Research Contact: Sue White, 2 Pretoria Villas, Eye
Rd., Brome, Eye, Suffolk IP23 BAL 01379 870036
research@education-otherwise.org
School Induced Anxiety Support: KathleenThompson 01942 795975
Anxietysupport@education-otherwise.org
Single Parent Family Contact: (Acting) Cal Bailes:
0191 241 4870 (for address: see contactlist for Tyne
& Wear)
Small Jobs Coordinator: EmmaBirkenshaw
smalljobs@education-otherwise.org 0113 2172795
Special Needs:Christine Waterman, 85 Elfrida Rd,
Watford, Herts WD1 BAT 01923 464773
Treasurer: Pauline Butterworth (See CMList)

 



educatidnotherwise
Education Otherwise is a membership organisation which provides
support and information for families whose children are being
educated outside school, and for those who wish to uphold the
freedom of families to take proper responsibility for the education of
their children.
Ourprincipal aims are to:

* encourage learning outside the school system;
e reaffirm that parents have primary responsibility for

their children’s education and that they have theright
to exercise this responsibility by educating them out of
school;

e establish the primary right of children to have full
consideration given to their wishes and feelings about
their education;

- promote knowledge, understanding and acceptance of
education otherwise than at school in the world at
large.

%
For further information send an A5 saeto:

PO BOX 325
KINGS LYNN PE34 3XW

Helpline 0845 478 6345
(the 0870 numberwill be phased out over the next yearor two)

WebSite: hitp://www.education-otherwise.org

Education Otherwise Association Ltd., Registered Charity No. 1055120
A company limited by guarantee and registered in

England and Wales No. 01917107      7 ci


