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DES C Itati Draft Guideli

On Feb 18” DfESissued draft guidelines for LEAs in England. When adopted,these guidelines willapply to England, but not to Walesor Northern Ireland, although they mayinform future guidelines inboth, and DfES have said that the guidelines will be passed to them. Guidance for local authorities in
Scotland was the subject of much discussion in 2001-2004, and was issued in March 2004. Thefinal
version of the Scottish guidance, after much lobbying and debate from home educators on both sides
of the border, was very positive towards home education. Since much of the debate over the Scottish
guidance is also relevant to the law in England, DfES have sensibly drawn heavily on the Scottish
guidance in drafting the guidelines for England. Much of the best text in the draft English guidelines is
taken unchangedfrom the Scottish Guidance, so on behalf ofall English home educators we would like
to express our thanks to everyone whoput effort into getting such successful Scottish Guidance
particularly Ann Samuel Till and the EO Scottish group. The guidelines will not be statutory. This
meansthat the guidelines cannot addto the law expressed in the Education Acts, noralterit.
The EO small group who keepin contact with DfESofficials have had two meetings with DfES about
the proposed guidelines. In thefirst, in July 2004, we raised some of the major concerns that home
educators might have about guidelines, and pointed out some of the more serousdifficulties
experienced with LEAs which could be addressed. The second meeting took place on February 10”
20085,in which we had an opportunity to look at a draft of the guidelines, and were ableto point out a
number of problems, some of which were changed before the consultation draft guidelines were issued
Full notes of those meetings are available online in the EO discussion graupfiles, or fram
phil@hicksiondon.com , or by sending an SAE (A5 — notes are 40 pages!) to Phil Hicks, Westbourne
Grove Church, Westbourne Grove, Notting Hill, London W11 2RW.

DfES have stated that they do not have the resources to assess individual responses to the
consultation, and have asked for group responses. EO will be making a response drawing on the
comments of all home educators both EO members and others. Anyone wishing to commenton the
draft guidelines through Education Otherwise may do so via leaguidelines@education-
otherwise.org , or to the mail address above. Other responses will be made by HEAS and Mike
Fortune-Wood, Mike will collate a response especially from home educators who are not members
of a national organisation. There maybe other group responses of which I am not aware at the
timeof writing. The consultation will extend till April 29%.
Thedraft guidelines can be downloaded from the EO website at:
http://www.education-otherwise.org/Legal/IndexToLegalBits.htm
If you do not have web access perhaps you could ask someonefrom a local group to print them for
you. Alternatively you can obtain a copy by sending an SAE (A4 width) to Phil Hicks, Westbourne
Grove Church, Westbourne Grove, Notting Hill, London W11 2RW.
By the time you readthis there will already have been a great deal of discussion aboutthe draft
guidelines. If you wish to read the debateonline, you can join the EO-Members discussion groupat:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/EO-Members/ or a discussion group which has beensetup for
consultation discussionsat: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HE-consult-UK/ , where you will be able to
look back at discussion which has already occurred.
Please do read the draft guidelines and give us your comments. These guidelines will have a major
influence on LEAs’ practices in future, and your inputis valuable,

Julie Ridley, Jill Fisher, Phil Hicks  
 



 
Proposed Information Pack for LEAs — a response from LEA/EA group
Followingthearticle, ‘Proposed Information Pack for LEAs’, requesting feedback from
members in the December 2004 issue of the EO newsletter, Anne Rix also posteda notice on
the following emaillists - EO Business List (now called EO Members list), EO Local
Contacts List and the (non EO) LEAWork List, in order to draw as much attention as possible
to this topic.
The total number of people who responded on emaillists was about 30. In addition there were
two articles in the February 2005 newsletter replying on this topic.
A poll was also posted on the LEAWork list, closed on Dec.17" 2004,with the following results
to the question asked: How do you fee! about EO's proposal to send an information pack to all
LEAs in England and Wales?
- It's a good idea and should go ahead as planned, 3 votes, 14.29% -
~ It's a good ideain principal but | have concerns about the contents, 8 votes, 38.10%
~ Theidea should be scrapped andthe resourcesputinto other projects, 10 votes, 47.62%
It could be argued that EO members who did not respondare in favourof the packortrust the
LEA/EA group to continueto act in the bestinterests of EO members and the home educating
community, and therefore the overwhelming majority feelit is a good idea to send out the LEA
information pack. However, we suspect that manyof the EO membership may either have not
read the article orfelt that they had nothing to add.
All the people who did respondare actively involved with home ed issues and the LEA/EA
group accepts the need to take their views into consideration whenplanning the next step
regarding any proposed Information Pack for LEAs.
About 50% of respondents are in favour of a pack, but some are concerned bythe contents,
and about 50% are against the idea of sending out a pack completely. A number of reasons
whereraised against the production of an Information Pack for LEAs, someof the main ones
of which the LEA/EA group would like to respond to.

1. “The proposed pack is a waste of moneythat could be better spent elsewhere”
This was a common response to the proposal, with various suggestions made as to where
people felt the money and the energy could be otherwise employed. Please understand that
EO does not have the moneyto fund this project — the LEA/EA group wasto pursue funding
from other charitable bodies that are interested in projects that, for example, engage in
education policy, support professional development work, and support children, young people
and families. There is no question that money not spentonthis project is available within EO
to be spent on otherprojects.

2. “The human resource would be more usefully employed onotherprojects”
A variety of other projects were suggested as analternative to the proposed Information Pack
for LEAs. The energy of members of the LEA/EA group was aimedspecifically at this project.
LEAJEA group members all do various otherjobs within EO and, as with everyone who
volunteers within EO, we wantto put our energy into projects that inspire us and that we feel
are worthwhile. Our energies are not necessarily transferable to other areas of EO work,
although we agree that severalof the suggested projects would be worth pursuing by those
with the energy and expertise to do so.

3. “The LEA won't read it anyway”
Ourbelief that LEAs might actually look at the packs andfind them useful is based on
experience with the ‘Summary of the Law’ booklet. Several years ago EO sent 10 copies of
‘Summary of the Law’ to all LEAs in England and Wales. The memory of thoseinvolved in this
project suggested that EO had feedbackfrom abouta third of the LEAs,with a large
percentageofthat third wanting more copies. This suggested to the LEAJEA group that LEAs
were interested in information on paper about home education, and thatthe unsolicited mail
shot wasnotuniversally ignored.



Weknow,from the DfES andfrom calls from LEAs to the EO Helpline, that many LEAs arelooking for information about home education and about what they need to do about homeeducators. Although the packs would be unsolicited material they mightstill be welcomed bymany LEAs. Assuming the packs weren't immediately discarded by the LEA, the LEA/EAgroup hoped thatthey would also be useful for home educators to referto in their dealings withLEAs. On encountering LEA personnel who didn't seem to understand home education or thelaw reference could be madeto the Information Pack by families, with the ideal outcomethatthe LEA staff could read the relevant section and return to the family better informed and withincreased understanding of home education.
4. “The contents of the pack will not be representative of the HE community atlarge”The aim of the proposed Information Packis to include information on how home education

can work, rather than just the legal bits which are included in ‘Summary of the Law’. The
LEA/EA group, whenthinking about howto build relationships with LEA personnel, consideredthat it would be useful for LEA staff liasing with home educators to have someinformation
about the great diversity of home education, e.g. self directed learning, autonomous education,
learning through play etc. So many LEAsinsist on using phraseslike 'broad and balanced’,
and ‘structured’, and are able only to think in terms of school-based teaching rather than child-
based learning. The inclusion of case studies indicating how children learn out-of-school and
of some outcomes of home education for young adults, of research projects such as that done
by Alan Thomas and Paula Rothermell, and of some of EO'sleaflets relating to various topics
would reflect the range of approachesto home education within the HE community atlarge.
Feedbackon the contents of the pack has been encouraged by the LEA/EA group.

5. “It will undermine the work already being done by HEers with their LEAs”
Weaimed to be ableto distribute the pack to named personnelwithin an LEA that we know are
involved in contact with home educating families, and considered a numberof ways thatthis
might be done- e.g. personally or by direct mailing. Werealise that distribution of the packs
needs to be carefully coordinated with any local home educator already working with an LEA
and picture is slowly beingbuilt up of work that is going on with LEAs,via the Local Contact
workshops and the LEAWork emaillist.
Assumingthat the information packdid get to the right personinitially we hoped that it would
be useful not only to that person,but that the Information Pack would be passed on to
subsequent LEA personnelinvolved in home education. LEA personnel dealing with home
education change,often frequently, and often getnotraining in dealing with home educators
from the LEA or from the person they are replacing. Information in the pack about how home
education works, from home educators, could improve theattitude of somestaff as they take
on anew role. The LEA/EA group had feedback from several Local Contacts whofelt that the
opportunity to present such a packto their LEA would be beneficial and would enable them to
feel more confident in entering into dialogue with an LEA.

6. “Cost/ resource to update information”
This aspect had not been fully considered by the LEA/EA group. Muchofthe proposed
contents would notgo ‘out-of-date’. Various possibilities about updating the pack are possible.
which would need to be considered further in the eventthat this project was to continue.

7. Some who respondedfelt it was “inappropriate for EO to endorse/advertise any
training to LEAs on homeeducation offered by outside agencies”.

The LEA/EA groupfelt initially that it was appropriate to include information about training that
is available. It seemed more constructive for LEAs to be encouraged to purchase training from
companies that are known to EO and other home education organisations, than for LEA
personnel to receive training about home education from misinformed (or uninformed)internal
or external education, social services or other local authority staff. In the light of feedback
received the LEA/EA group needsto reconsiderits opinion on the inclusionof training
companyinformation.  

 



 
The possibility of utilising the EO website to expand information available to LEAs was
suggested in the feedback we received. The LEA/EA group agreesthatasthis facility is
already available this could be a useful exercise. Information could be readily added or
removed, feedback on content could be easily received and info could be easily updated. LCs
and others working with LEAs/EAs can refer LEAstaff to the site as well as download
information for themselves. This new information can also be broughtto the attention of LEAs
via the Bulletin and feedback from them requested. This option is being investigated andis
likely to be developed. The LEA/EA group is concerned that making this resourcetotally web-
based does have disadvantages. LEA personnel have many demandsontheir time and might
prefer a hard copy documenton the shelf rather than having to search the website for the
relevantinformation they need. Not all LCs have access to the internet or havethe time or
inclination to print out lots of documents, and evenin this electronic age many people still
prefer hard copy documentsto read.
Also in the feedback, several LCs suggestedthatit would be useful to have an information
pack for LCs alongthelines of that provided to Enquiries Secs. The LEA/EA group supports
this suggestion and the LC Coordinatorwill follow this up.
Taking into consideration the feedback received,it was decided, at a meeting of the
LEA/EA groupin January 2005,that it would not be appropriate to send out a hard copy
Information Pack for LEAsat this time. Further thought needsto be given to content,
style, distribution and liason with home educators working with LEAs. Howeverit was
consideredthat there could still be a place for such an Information Pack for LEAs to be
producedat a future date.

With thanks to those who tookthetime to respond to our requestfor feedback,
Anyfurther comments can be directed to

Sarah Cook, The Old Cottage, Croglin, Carlisle, CA4 9RZ
01768 896019 sarah@croggies.freeserve.co.uk

Insurance for local groups:upd
Following various enquiries concerning the insurance cover for local groups,

feel I need to clarify the nature of the cover offered.
According to the definition which I gave to the insurance company, a “local group”
consists of families, i.e. parents and their children, meeting together for social and

educational purposes.
EO cannot offer cover for ANY situation where parents leave their children

in the care of another person.
I currently have a list of over 50 groups covered by the insurance. You can check

if your groupis included by visiting the web site or by phoning me. Following
discussion at the council meeting, a group of interested people will be looking at the

general situation regarding local groups, and we hope to develop somehelpful
guidelines in the next few months. Input from anyone interested is most welcome.

Martine Frampton (Treasurer) 01608 812411

AFFILIATION TO THE PHONE CO-OP FOR CHEAP PHONECALLS
EO has been given some new deals for phone calls and this info is towards the bottom on the home
page on the EO web site. If you do not have web access,please phone Priscilla on 0845 458 3085

and she will post you the information. The ip Anytime rate is unchanged.



 

LOCAL CONTACT UPDATE
or would like to know more about being a local contact please contact the

Local Contact Co-ord (see inside back cover)or see pg.33 of your handbook.
LocalAlex Caldwell Leicestershire
Denise Wood Bameley South Yerkshire
Diane Lovett South Gloucestershire
Fiona Sendall Merseyside
Heather Melville Gwynedd
Joanne Collett Bolton Lancashire
Lesley Beales Doncaster South Yorkshire
Linda Johnson Withernsea, Hull
Louisa Haywood-Samuel Carmarthenshire
Marie Lumb Wrexham County
Sandra Jones Kent
Stephen Tarlton London East
Tracy Coates Blackpool Lancashrie
LocalLouise Murray Glamorganshire/Gwent
Jo Berry Gwynedd
Genny Bove North Wales
Julie Loughlin Derbyshire
Helen Hail WarwickshireChristina Viti Overseas Contact
Jackie Goldsworthy London East
a
Berkshire Highlands & IslandsCoventry City London - South West
Central Scotland Flintshire North Wales
Denbighshire North Wales Manchester North
Dorset East StrathclydeDorset West Somerset
Durham West Midlands (Birmingham, Solihull, Waisall)
Edinburgh Wolverhampton
Fife West SussexGloucestershire North Rotherham South Yorkshire
Herefordshire Sheffield South Yorkshire
Hertfordshire

EO STATIONERY
Gail Borrows has taken over the stationery distribution job from Ali Willer.

Trifold information leaflets, EO Posters, letter headed paper etc
can all be ordered from Gail by any member of EO. Please send clear details of
quantity needed etc, and be awarethat Gail is new tothe job — please be patient!

Gail prefers to receive orders by email on gai ws
Also tel: 01628 483895 or write to 48 Marlow Bottom, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3NB

AMAZON.CO.UK ORDERS
If you are buying books orsoftware from Amazon, Education Otherwise receives a

small percentage for everything purchased through the link from the EO website. The
link can be foundatthetop of the publications pages.  
 



 

 

VOLUNTEER VACANCIESGET INVOLVED WITH EO!!
EOis looking for someone with knowledgeof research to take on this post. In addition to knowledge
of research, the person should have knowledgeof data presentation, a good standard of English and a
knowledge of home education (not necessarily a home educator themselves). Someone undertaking
research for an Open University degree or other qualification might be interested in this post.
If you think you havethe relevant skills, please send an application by Aprilto: Jacqui Houlding
38 Garwood Close, Westbrook, Warrington, WA5 8TF email: jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk

Hi NE
Weare looking for people who have been home educating for at least 2 years. An ability to talk
objectively but sympathetically about home ed and problems caused by LEAs etc is necessary. You
would be required to answer the phonecalls redirected to your home for one weekin every 4 weeks,
sendout information packs, pass on information and help people to be able to help themselves. You
can claim expenses for postage. If you are interested call Jo: 01392 438876

Weare looking for someane whois happy to chat on the phone and support some of the people in EO
who do remote jobs and do not have a co-ordinator. It would be your job to contact these people twice
a year; find out if they are still happy doing their job, and whether there might be ways of improving
things for them. It would mean less than one phonecall a week, to slowly build up some knowledgeof
the peopie involved andtheir work. For further details, please contact Priscilla Park Weir Tel: 0845
456 3085 Email: priscilla@pvpw.fsnet.co.uk . She can answeryour questions and will provide
information and support for the job.

Pamela Walker has resigned and has material to pass over, but we need a volunteer to take this on.
Anyone interested please contact Julie Ridley. (chairperson — see back page for contact details)
Agree to be contacted for interview or give support and advice to other EO members who have agreed
to be interviewed by the media. For more information contact Belinda Harris-Reid.
Tel:01364 643 343 bharrisreid@baselinedata.co.uk We currently need media co-ords for:
Scotland
Norther IrelandNorthwest England
London (1)
Informing, welcoming and supporting families new to home ed,or those experiencingdifficutty.
If you want to volunteer or would like to know more about being a local contact please contact
Lize Stevens 0116 2425802 or email Kissit@yawot.me.uk Or see page 33 of your handbook.
Berkshire Highlands & Islands
Coventry City London - South West
Central Scotland Flintshire North Wales
Denbighshire North Wales Manchester North
Darset East Strathclyde
Dorset West Somerset
Durham West Midlands (Birmingham, Solihull,
Edinburgh Waisall, Wolverhampton)
Fife West Sussex
Gloucestershire North Rotherham South YorkshireHerefordshire Sheffield South YorkshireHertfordshire
If you would prefer to volunteer for infrequent or small tasks please contact Emma Birkenshaw
emma-birkenshaw@ntlword.com tel: 0113 2172795. Emmawill add you to our volunteer database
and contact you with information whenhelp is needed,
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MORE TRIBUTES TO ROSEMARY JACKSON

Peak Campwas the first EO campto be established, in 1988. Over the years, and for many families, Peak
Camp has been a magical experience, a real example of community in action. Therearestill a handful of
families who have not missed a campsince its inception Apart fromits beautiful setting, Barracks Farm has
been a perfect place for an EO camp. Facilities are basic, and there is lots of space. Many young people and
many families have benefited from the freedom they have found there. Onereason for this has been
Rosemary’s unfailingly welcoming, cheerful, friendly and trusting presence. She always remembered
families and children who were regular visitors, and always asked about families she might not have seen
during a particular year. Even though she mightsee us only for one week a year, there was always a sense of
an ongoingrelationship. She alwaystrusted that families would pay before leaving and, even thoughprices
were low, she was always prepared to be flexible with large families. The camp has always operated on a
sense oftrust: no booking; no unnecessary checking. There has always been a sense of freedom and
flexibility around it. It has operated as a small village and has given many ofus the chance to experience the
kind ofsocial support that should be possible in a rationally organised society. The camp has acted as a
powerful contradiction to the socially fragmented, atomistic manner in which our regular lives are led (as do
National Gatherings). Though the camp has grown over the years (to around 70 families), Rosemary always
reassured us that there need be no booking or limits on numbers.
Rosemary was an intuitive ally of young people. A good example ofthis occurred a couple ofyears ago. At
the camp, groups ofyoung people sometimes hangout by the small wash-up facility during inclement
weather. On this occasion, a small pane of window glass was broken. Instead of blaming, Rosemary
recognised that young people needplaces to hang out. She accepted our apologies and said it was no
problem. Similariy she was happy for young people to make use ofan old barn field or two up from the
camp,from where, last summer, some young people were fortunate enough to witness an electric storm at
close quarters!
Last summer, Rosemary was clearlyill and in discomfort. Despite this, she remained cheerful and insisted
on carrying out her normal jobs, refusing offers of help. I was shocked to find out about her death; the
cancer she had overcome several years earlier had returned. My son Ben (who has spentpart of every
summer ofhislife at Peak Camp) and I spent sometime with Marjorie, Rosemary’s mother, before
Christmas. She told us,‘It will never be the same again.’ And it won’t Marjorie said that it may not be
possible for EO to return to Barracks Farm.If this proves to be the case it would be useful for us to think of
possible alternatives within the Peak District, At the moment, Marjorie has no help in dealing with large
numbers ofcampsite visitors. We have offered to organise our own cleaningrota if this helps us to keepusing Barracks Farm. Marjorie has said that she will keep in touch with us and let us know.

Gary Podmore

My first Peak Camp was when | was 12 years old. | hadn't been out of school for long and still had serious
phobias about large groups. It was here | began to relax and lose someof my inhibitions. That year was
marvellous - extremely hot and extremely happy. | made friendships there that | still have today.
| have visited with my family every year since, The friendships | made have grown stronger and the fun has
continued. The games of British Bulldog; climbing trees and going on cyclerides,will stay with me for alifetime. The last camp (2004) however has some very significant memories for me. Here | met my much
loved girlfriend Olivia. The weather wasn't so great, with wind and thunderstorms like | have never seen
before. But running handin handwith herin the torrential rain made it all worthwhile. | even lost mytent!
It was first struck by lightening (reports of my death are greatly exaggerated) and then it blew downin
70mphgales. Even mum gave up and went homeearly, but | stuck it out.
it is sad to think that Peak Camp may not happen again but if it does | would willingly give it my full support.

Alex Wood, age 16, (AKA Tenneiry) 



The annual EO campat Barracks Farm has been an important eventin our family's calendar for 15 years
now,so it was with heartfeltsadness that we_learnt of. the death of Rosemary Jackson, who wasa truly
special person. The weather was most unkind on many occasions but Rosemary neverfailed to bring
sunshine inta every day She couldn't help hut do so- it was just haw she was. Rasemary’s unfailing
patience with all of us was tremendous, She happily opened her kitchen door to a constant stream of
requests for milk. ice creams or "special mixes”. without a single complaint. Every child was given as much
time as required to choose their treats and, though we may have been trifle concerned aboutthe rate of
sugar consumption,the purchasingofit was a valuable lesson in mutual respect, and an enjoyable
exchange- not to mention the mental arithmetic, which Rosemary always encouraged the children to work
out for themselves. Rosemary's naturally relaxed attitude to running a busy campsite worked away unseen
to create the stress free experience we all looked forward to year after year. Whilst her manner was easy-
going, her work wascarried out with great vigour and meticulous attention. We won't forget the delightful
spectacle of Rosemary in her glamorous clothes and perfect make-upplus wellies and long-sleeved rubber
gloves, doing the most importantjob ofall - the daily scrubbing and slooshing out ofthetoilet block - more
thoroughly than | have ever seenit done anywhere, and an invaluable contnbution to our comfort and level
of contentment. Rosemary didn't "check-up" on us or oversee anything but trusted and respected
everyone. In tum, we respected and appreciated her more than | am able to express. Camping in
Beresford Dale will be a different experience without Rosemary. As one of my daughters commented,
“She was very sparkly and chatty andjust nice to us all and she was always there.” Andof course in
someway she alwayswill be. Thankyou. tan, Angeia, Kia, Rowanme and Holty-Rayne Bennett

Wewere so sorry to hear of Rosemary's death. Since 1994 we've been to moSt Peak Camps and have
always enjoyed the warm welcome the Jackson family give. Like many others, we were taken by
Rosemary's gorgeousglittery clothes, her sunny nature, her patience and her kindness. Her generosity of
spint towardsthe children was remarkable. She always had time for them, and always saw them in a loving
light. She had the patience of a saint when the children spent forever deliberating over which penny chews
to buy. We will remember Rosemary with great fondness, and I'm sure that, for our children, she will
always be a favourite lady from their childhood.

Diane and Jem Brown and family

This can’t be happeningto us... Canit?
Whereto start? It is the early hours of the morning and I cannotsleep. Frankly, I am terrified. Why?
Because my husbandandI are accused of emotionally abusing our seven-year-old son, Tom (name
changed). Weareto be visited by two representatives of Social Services. They have received an
anonymous letter alleging abuse. Our ‘task’ is to counterthis allegation andto try to protect our
child, Our crime? To chooseto exercise our mghtto educate our child other than at school
The background: Weare both senior university academicsin the field of education. [am a child
psychologistspecialising in the education of children and young people with special needs. Tom’s
father specialises in head teacher education. We both have doctorates in our specialist fields. Tom
was bom to us seven years ago — great surprise (we were both in our mid forties and ‘child free’!)
but also a great joy. He was a summer baby — August born. From thestart he was active, assertive
and ‘uptorit’: a real challenge. In the early years we employed a nanny, Healso attended various
playgroups,nurseries and other pre-school provisions. He was a happy, lively and confidentchild.
However,it seemed to us that he was at his best when out in the'‘real’ world, with a degree of
freedom,being able to set his own agenda. In morestructured settings, he did not always appear to
thrive. As school-age approached we anguished over provision: how wouldhefare in the school
system? He continued to be very much‘upforit” but, as a summer-born child he was

 
 



 
chronologically very ‘young’ for the system. We knew from our reading and from personal and
professional experience that summer-born children, especially boys, did not always fare well in the
early years of formal schooling (Tom’s father was a summer-born child), Tom also appeared to us to
be emotionally ‘young’. We were concemedthat his developing — butstill fragile — ego could be
vulnerable in a system which set such store by the achievement of academic age-related targets and
whichhad expectations for age-related ‘appropriate’ behaviour. In the end we decided to opt for
education ‘otherwise’, We employed a ‘helper’; we employed a tutor, we exercised our right to
workat homein order that we could participate in Tom’s education; we planneda variety of
educational and enriching activities; we joined ‘Education Otherwise’, we participated in locally-
organised groups; we enrolled him in various community-based activities, we informed the local
education authority (who never responded to our overtures to come and sce what we wereupto); and
we diligently recorded his day-to-day activities. Although frequently we questioned ourdecision to
educate Tom ‘otherwise’, for two years we felt that, on balance, we had made thebest choice: fom
was happy, was thriving and was making progress. And then we receivedthe letter from Social
Services, and then they cameto ‘visit’
The long andthe short ofit is that they came, they saw and Tom conquered. he is a confident child
wholikes nothingbetter than to regale visitors with vivid accounts ofhis activities. He talked... and
he talked... and he talked... about his chickens, his ducks, his beloved cat, his ‘gymemastics’, his
computer, his prowess in swimming, his advanced web-spinningabilities (reference Spiderman), the
birthday party he had recently attended... and so on. And then he showed... how he could do
cartwheels,.. double-elbow thrusts (reference Ninja Turtles)... his swinging tennis serve,etc. until
their eyes glazed over. We left him to it. We were not needed. Hardly the profile of an emotionally
abused child!
It was clear from thestart that the Social Workers who visited had limited knowledge, understanding
or awareness of the law as it relates to parents’ rights to educate their child other thanat school
given the potential powers of Social Services this is unacceptable. As parents who are immersedin
the world of cducation we were well able to present our ‘casc’: it could be said that we have an
unfair advantage. Had we beenless well-informed, and had Tom beena less assertive child (no
crimein that), it could have been such a different story, [his is appalling. It should notbelike this.
A few weeks after the visit we received a letter from Social Servicesstating that; ‘the allegations
appearedto be unfounded and the departmenthas agreedto close their involvementwithout the
completion ofan initial assessment.’ Ironically, the letter concluded with: ‘May J take the
opportunity to apologisefor any stress caused by the intervention’. A letter to our family doctor
(who had beencontacted priorto the visit without our knowledgeor permission) stated that: ‘(Tom)
appearedto be thriving and there was no evidence to substantiate the allegations made’ and: ‘Mr &
Mrs... presented as loving parents who have madean informed decision regarding (lom's)
education’.
In termsofthe possible provenance of the anonymousletter, we have previous experienceoffalse
allegations against us (of a different nature): the provenance is known and stem from legal action
taken (reluctantly) by us against an individual. The outcome was in our favour and costs were
awarded. It is our view that the historyis relevant to the falsc allegations of cmotional abuse of our
child. This history is a matter of record: no-one bothered to check
So that’s the end ofthe story... It all ended happily. . didn’t it? Well, not exactly. ‘I'wo weeks
later we received a letter from our local education authority (the same LEA which did not respond to
our requests two years previously to contactus to discuss our plans for Tom’s education)stating that
areferral had been madeto the Education Welfare Service ‘due to educational concerns’ and that
representatives from the department intended to visit us in three days time in order to discuss ‘in
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detail’ ‘this situation’ It seems that choosing to educate our son ‘otherwise’ than at school is our
Achilles’ heel in terms of being a target for malicious allegations: watch this space...

This can’t be happeningto us again... Canit?
Three days later and I await the visit from the representatives of the LEA. I am muchless nervousthis tre — and considerably more angry. We have received from Social Services written
endorsement of our parenting and educating of Tom and an assurance that the case is closed and that
no further action is required; nevertheless,in the light of the impending visit, we seem to be the
victimsofa lack of‘joined up’ thinking between Social Services and Education. I prepare for the
visit, This time Tom will not be ‘available’ — enoughis enough — he has better things to do than
‘perform’; heis taken outby his father. 1, meanwhile, amass the ‘evidence’ of our educational
provision for Tom over the past two years (e.g. diaries - eight A3-size books ofwritten accounts of
activities, photographs,artefacts, etc. - videos, workbooks) and make plans for the showing ofhis
‘living’ exhibitions (e.g. the chickens and ducks he has reared andcares for, his garden, the pond he
created with his tather, the cat he has nurtured). 1 make Tom's bedroom andits contents available
for inspection (e.g. his computer and computer programmes,his books,art materials, construction
apparatus). I also assemble the paperwork: myoriginal letter to the LEA wmitten two years
previously, informing them ofour intention to educate Tom otherwisethan at school(never
responded to), my follow-up letter, requesting a visit from an LEA representative to discuss our
intended educational provision (never responded to); a recordofthe telephonecalls I made to
various LEA departments, requesting a discussion of our intended educational provision (never
responded to); the letter trom Social Services contirmingthat no further action was required.
I left the visitors with their paperwork. I showed them our ‘evidence’
To cut another longstory short the visitors departed. Ten dayslater I receive anotherletter from the
LEA:
‘... Lam writing to thank you for allowing us to look at the wealth of work and diarised social
experiences that (Tom) has completed. The diaries in particular are a great asset for inspection
purposes and we felt a good record of (Tom’s) childhood for when he gets older. As agreed at our
meeting... we will mot be recommending an early inspection, We can onlyapologise on behalf of
the LEA for the lack of contact with yourselves... I can assure you that... °
Sothat’sall right then, isn’t it? Three dayslater I receive a letter from another ‘representative’ of
the LEAto inform methat ‘a School Improvement Consultantwill make arrangementsfor a visit to
assess the education provision you are making...’
Enough really is enough this time... we are exhausted. Tom now attends school — four days a week.
Weare desperately hanging on to some remnantofthe ‘education otherwise’ principle on a Friday
anyway. We have informed the LEA ofour arrangement. Dare I say watch thts space?

P.S. The saga continues: weare to be visited next week by a'school improvement
consultant’ who wants to ‘inspect’ our home provision - despite the fact that Tom is now in school!
Clearly, wires are crossed, but we are letting the ‘consultant’ visit and intend to make our views
known. Weare then goingto ask for a meeting with the Director of Education for our area, in order
to outline our experience as a home educating family. Apparently, home education is an area which
our LEA has targeted for 'improvement'....1 have a few suggestions!!

name and address supplied
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The Tale of Sheringham AGM
| was askedif | would write up an informal accountof the council meeting and AGM held
in Sheringham in February. Nobody defined ‘informal’ for me...so those of you that know
me can start shaking now...and the rest of you can wonder who on earth | am!
Having braved the elementsto get to the meeting, we (son Chris) and|
arrived just before midnight. After a sleep in an awfully hard bed, but in a lovely quiet
room with its own loo,| got up readyto face the usual tedious day seated in a chair
which did not quite match the comfort qualities of my rocking recliner at home.
As people drifted into the room just after 10am (Julie did start the meeting on time as
soon as We were quorate) it was obviousthat the usualsartorial elegance wasbeing
adhered to. The mostcolourful person was Alex.,.her socks were a beautiful splash of
rainbow colours. Jill had red socks with black cats on them. Martine had grey socks
with white fluffy clouds on them. Anne and Rob Wade were wearing colour matched
sensible, warm socks. Gary had a pair of comfy moccasins andLize had twinkly denim
jeans andbarefeet...and | had myfluffy pinkslippers on. I'll get a numb bum for EO but
not cold toes!
The usual nametags were created by Anne W.forusall, and the usual businessof
signing in and aplogies etc were given. The matters arising were dealt with quite
efficiently as well. A steady stream of 'on going’ was echoing aroundthehall. A
collective sigh ofrelief was heard. It may be a short meeting!
The business of the day is helped along by the production of reports in advance...and it
is hoped that mostpeople read these before entering the meeting. Most of us do. The
first few items went through quite quickly with just a few comments onthe reports. For
me,the highlight here wasthat we've metaphoricallyjoined the plain English society.
The deregistration leaflet for parents (as opposedto the deregistrationleafletfor LEAs)
is to be renamed and will now be headed ‘Taking Your Child Out of School’. Anne Rix is
also putting together severalof the HE stories published in the newsletter, with various
accounts of governmental attempts at repression of HE, to create booklets which
will be available to the public...suitably anonymised where appropriate.
Underthe website report...| get to spend some EO money. We're going to have a nice
new shiny copy of Adobe Acrobatto produce all the pdf files plannedfor the website.
Fizz joined usforthefirst time and you'll notice elsewherein this newsletter that the UK
Muslim home educators and EOare looking at working together more closely so that
muslim home educators can access the support and services offered by EO more
easily, Workshopswill take place at the next Gathering where minority groups(notjust
muslim but ALL minority groups) canlet it be known whatthey require from EO as a
support organisation...and this is expected to help EOprioritise what support and
information we canoffer.
Lunch was the usual vegetarian fare with no worries about toxic colourings or CUD etc.
And the AGM then beganat 2 pm. This was conducted very speedily because, although
it is probably the most important meeting of the year, it is very formal and over and done
with within about 20 minutes. We've nowlost(| know...careless of us) Geraldine Adams
and Ali Willer as council members although thankfully they are sticking around and
staying involved. We'veratified Phil Hicks onto the Council and have added Tracy
Coates, RowennaWilliams, Martine Wise, Gail Borrows andLize Stevens. It was quite
a shock to realise we had more than the bare minimum for once.
There was discussion of the LEA/EA small group's work, butreally only clarifying what
had been said in the written report. The same with the treasurer's report and the DfES
group report. There was an additional discussion on the inflexibility of the DfESin only
accepting commenton the new draft Truancy Guidelines from EO and HEAS. The
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meeting also commented that mostof the new guidelines for LEAs waslifted straightfrom the Scottish guidelines. Unfortunately nobody wanted to minute this the way |suggested; 'EO,on behalf of the DfES, wouldlike to thank Ann SamuelTill for writing
mostof the draft guidelines for LEAs in England and Wales’.DaveHill had put forward an item for discussion but unfortunately omitted totell anyonewhy...and didn't tum up either. So we had a discussion anyway. Basically all members
(and non members)who are contacted by Education Otherwise, Anytown Council,
should complain to the Council that EOs trade mark is being misused. Certainly EO
complain about this on a regular basis and sometimesthe council's even do something
about it!
Weall looked at the examples of new membership cards which Sarah had sorted out.
The oneweall liked is now going to be investigated furtherto seeifit is available as a
pve free card...and you'll see elsewherein the newsletter a requestthat you let Sarah
knowif you are prepared to pay extra for having a nice, durable card. We had a quick
straw poll at the meeting...and there was a definite age divide here. The older members
were happywith the current card...the younger members wanted the new card. | won't
mention the poor man who wasnbbedrathera lot becausehefell into the ‘oid’ (I'm not
being insulting...! was in that group as well) group.
Wehad somenice fireworks then. Well...one or two council members are extremely
concernedthat, should a volunteer working for EO give out information which proved to
be harmful in some way (we came up with somereally way out scenarios that probably
wouldn't happen...but might) then council members as trustees could be sued. Mostof
the council members were more than happywith the information found outby Lize. |
now have a REALLYpainful posterior which is full of splinters, as | wouldn't get off the
fence onthis one! Anyway, everyone kissed and madeup(literally as well as
figuratively) and hugged and we're now going to use our membership of NCVOtoget to
the bottom of this problem.
Anyway...if this has sounded interesting...it wasn't for a lot of the time. But it was very
productive. Everyone works together; whenthere is disagreementit is resolved andit is
oneof the few organisations where hard work is appreciated. Hopefully, we'll see more
members at future council meetings.

Jacqui Houtding (back page)

An Opinion re: LEA Information Packs
Lam writing with regard to the current debate over LEA packs. My own view isthat they are a
good idea. In this age of constantly ‘moving on’,not all employees stay in the samepositon for a
long time and T.FA employees are no exception. I favour the 'plugging away’ approach. If we
keep sending accurate, up-to-date information to LEAs, eventually we will encounter a change of
employee, which may bring about a changeofattitude.
Whilst many ofus have had unpleasant contact with an LEA,it is negative and condescending to
suggest that al! LEA employees cannotorwill not read and understand their mail. Surely it is
part of their job description! There is some obligation, at the very least, on the part of a chief
executive of a local authority to read his or her post. They may notlike whatthey read but they
do haveto read it and actionit.
LEAsneed to be educated. Our LEA foundout aboutus trom our health visitor, who had
reported that we were home educating our son (not unlawful!) They sent us a pack entitled
Education Otherwise with a coveringletter, thanking us for our enquiry about education
otherwise andtelling us we had to doall sorts of things in order to home educate. Somebody had
clearly read the legislation and had embroidered onit by slipping in odd phrases here andthere to
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create a negative bias against homeeducation. They were aware of Education Otherwise, the
organisation and othcr membership groups, since they listed them atthe backofthcir pack.
Their pack needsto be addressed in detail, not separately by dozens of home educators. T have
contacted another home educatorin a different authority whois willing to write to the LEA here,
but she is a solicitor and I am not, I could spend a huge amountoftime checking the education
acts and pulling apart the LEA's pack sentence by sentence, but I think it sends a better message
if an organisation such as EO doesit centrally. It shows that we as an organisation aresitting up
and taking notice. I think a proactive LEA pack is a wonderful idea, but that wealso still need to
react centrally to inappropriate contact and pressure from LEAs.

Anne Nias, Harrow, Middx

Makinglife cycle wheels
(science, maths, CDTetc.)

All you needis a paperplate, a brass paperfastener, a piece of thick card about 6cm
longer than your paperplate, pencils and paints or crayons to decorateillustrations with.
1) Decide on your chosenlife cycle (water, bird, plant, frog, butterfly etc.) and count the

numberofstagesin the cycle eg: egg — chick — fledgling — bird = 4 stages
2) Mark equaldivisions on the backof the plate for every stage of the cycle, ie quarters

for the one mentioned above. Measure 3cm out from the centre of the plate, and cut
out oneof the sections, leaving a 3cm rim at the edgeofthe plate.

3) With the brass paperfastener, pin the centre of the plate to the bottom half of the
piece of card, allowing room to write title at the top of the card. Draw the shape of
the cut out window onto the card, using the hole in the plate as a stencil and tumingit
until all the segments ofthelife cycle are drawn.

4) Removethe plate, draw the life cycle _stages in the correct order on the backing card;
colourin, label and decorate with title etc. Replace the plate and slowlyspinit
around to demonstrate your work to admiring friends and family!

Kirsten Freiesleben, Crediton, Devon

Blackpool and Area Group Win Prize in Local Art Competition!
Every year the Blackpool Gazette, in conjunction with Myerscough College run the Young
Seasider's Art Exhibition...They have 3 sections; Individual entries for Primary and
Secondary schools, and a group section for Primary schools. The theme for this year was
“The Outdoor Classroom’. We entered both Primary school sections and won the group
section! There were another 27 entrants....We entered a tree made from everything that
comes from a tree; putting leaves on made from paper,all tied on with raffia and with
information on each one - All very abstract! And so different from all the school entries
- we certainly stood out! We called it 'Wood You Believe It!' Anyway we won a trophy
with our name engraved onit, and £100! The organiser from the newspaper said she was
quite glad to see another nameon the trophy, as the same 2 schools have wonit for the
past 8 years! All our art works are on display at the Blackpool Grundy Art Gallery until
Saturday 2nd April....A spin off from this is that the newspaper are now doing an article
on home ed!

Tracy Coates, Cleveleys, Lancs
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ontinui Mises
Wehave been members of EO for nearly 16 years. At present I am the Media Officer for EO. I
felt I needed to write because it a closing of a chapter for our eldest son. Gusis 18 years old —
currently studying for four A levels at Exeter College. Our other son is Barnaby, 13 years old and
is still at home; surfing, skatcboarding,stunt-biking, playing (lots and lots), dancing and gencrally
have a whaleofa time... but back to Gus.
Sitting here tonight, listening to Gus read his Personal Statement to me (whichis necessary for
University entrance — he wants to study Mechanical Engineering), I realise that all those years of
playing and ‘being’ has been ...has been...ummm... it is difficult to articulate — has been the
mostbrilliant way for Gus to havelived his childhood. All the freedom,all the marble runs and
magic potions and crazy games and laughter... all the times ofsitting and chatting and doing
nothing... a lot of doing nothing - has been okay. Has been more than okay. Gus has never ever
produced ‘work’, essays or pages of sums or anything that most adults construe at necessary to
prove to themselvesor to the authorities that ‘education’ is taking place. This idea is nonsense...
Thinking and loving and hating and knowing and learning are personal How can we, as parents
force our children to know ‘things’; expect our children to regurgitate fact and figures which we
or the governmentfeel is ‘for their own good’, demand they have specific knowledgein fields
that we deem ‘necessary’? How dare we?? How dare we rob our children oftheir childhood? It’s
like saying, “Let’s teach our children aboutdentistry — weall have teeth.”
It’s ridiculous!

Knowing/leaming/discovering; birth and death dates of Kings and Queens, Algebra (all those x’s
and y’s), C sharp majorscale on the clarinet, the chemical compoundsthat make up glazes, quotes
from Milton’s Paradise Lost, surfing (tide times and riding the waves), sculpting (making
armatures), tie-dye and magnetism (the forces of the world) and... - is personal. Who is to say
what one individual should know/not know... it’s not honourable to make/cajole/force people
(and children are people) to learn ‘things’ that we feel are important. It is unjust. Teachingis
based of the premisethat because we are older and therefore supposedly wiser, we know whatis
best for our children to know — thisis lie.
Children who are madeto learn; are told it is for their own good’, madeto bepassive in their
acceptance and not encouraged to be active in their criticism; are made to recall and regurgitate
facts (which is thought of as the highest form ofintellectual achicvement); who obcy the voice of
authority; who are taught thetheory that orthography (the artofletter formation) and ‘rote’ reading
are more important than thought, who are learning in an environment where dogma is more
desirable than doubt, that men are more important than women,that adults are more important
than children - these rules and pedagogues will break our little peoples spirits - it diminishes our
children’s lives
Remember, these small humansare the adults of tomorrow. Should they be obedient, compliant,
unquestioning?
I write this tonight... with tears in myeyes... my big son is growing into manhood.
I asked him tonight why he thinks he is like he is... he said because he has engaged parents, a
close tamily and had some very dear and special friends (Arran, Rachel and Edward) while he
‘was growing up. He was recently interviewed for the Guardian and asked rf he vould reflect on
his experience of home-education. His considered response was, “Like a permanentholiday,
really!”
l asked Gus if | could send his Personal Statementto the EO newsletter — he gavehis blessing. .
and so hereit is:
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I played a lot as a child; constructing and creating Lego models and puzzles — taking them apart
and putting them back together. I was cot sent to school, therefore T was ahle to do/playNeam
what I wanted, when I wanted. Because of this, my natural curiosity for learning was notstifled
or directed. Books on machincs, buildings and inventions uscdto (andstill do) fascinate me; how
they are made and why they work. I moved to Devon from London, though did not lose my
scienutic inclination despite the ‘poetry ofrolling hills and fields of sheep, Throughout my
childhood | have had many interests and have attended numerous workshops and classes. These
include, metalwork, a Lottery-funded animation project, rock-climbing, philosophy classes,
printmaking,fencing and Aikido(the last three each for over twoyears)
In the past four years, my interest in all things ‘technical’ led me to local youth theatres and the
Northcott Theatre (Exeter), as well as the Theatre Royal (Plymouth), where I joined the young
company and have worked on six productions as a lighting technician. Twoof these productions
wetook to Londonto pertorm at the National Theatre

At the age offourteen,I felt it was necessary to prove to myself that I was academically equal to
my school-attending counterparts, so | studied three GCSEs from home | took Maths and
English to prove that [ was numerate and literate, and Physics due to my scientific interest and my
belief that it would answer many questions I had regarding the world and the universe. I am
currently studying four A-levels: Maths, Physics (for which I studied the AS-level at home),
Psychology and English Literature. | also have an AS-level in History.
I have always been interested in technology and construction. This was initially fuelled by a love
of science-fiction, especially the technical aspects - robots, spaceships and laser guns. When I
was vounger, [ spent many hours constructing Airfix models I especially enjoyed experimenting
with designs and constructing hybrid models, as they were ‘not meant to be’. This led onto a war
game called Warhammer, a two-or-more playertactical tabletop game, for which I have been a
member of a gaming club for over three years. Soldiers and war machines in Warhammer are
represented by models that mustbe self-constructed and painted, which has furthered my interest
in the possibilities of using science to adapt and composeinnovative designs. The premise that
“science leads the way’ has always inspired me to think further than what is, Einstein said,
“imagination is more important than knowledge” — the juxtaposition of these concepts,
‘imagination’ and ‘knowledge’, encapsulates the qualities required in a field such as engineering.
Where does this lead? I wish to explore the possible and attempt to overcome the impossible, to
understand ‘the box” in whichcreation lies, and not only think outside it, but act outside it, Why
engineering? Engineering is discovery and innovation. It allows us to enhance our environment
and preserve what is already valuable, Throughthe application of Maths and Physics I wish to
actualise mechanical designs that are beneficial and practical, especially in the areas of
roboucs/cybernetcs, Hopetully these asptranons will be realised in and beyond higher education

© 2005 Gus Harris-Reid
“J wish to explore the possible and attempt to overcome the impossible; to understand ‘the box’
in which creation lies, and not only think outside it, bur act outside it"
I havetears in my eyes... I love him so very much,heis brilliant.
He has been offered places atall the Universities he applied for

Relinda Harris-Reid, Buckfastleigh, Devon (Media Officer)
0136-4 643343 — bharrisrerd@baselinedata, co, uk 



Home Education Centre in Chard, Somerset
I wouldlike to take the chanceto tell you a little more about Chard Home Education Centre (HEC).Their aims and philosophies are very exciting, and I’m sure resonate with all our views oneducation, but I thoughta little personal input might paint a better picture of what HEC is actually
like.
Weare local voluntary group based in Somerset, supporting families who home-educate or whosechildren are struggling in the mainstream education system
As part of our support services we have opened an independentlearning centre for the 5-14 age
range. We have an entirelychild led approach, where children actively make decisions abouttheir
own learning and the way the centre is run. It provides them with opportunities to experience a widerange ofdifferentactivities and workshopsin a safe secure setting. Weprovide a meetingplace forfamilies, an advice and information service and we are gradually becominga focal point of contact
for thoseinterested in altemative education, and for those whosechildren are having problemsin
the mainstream. Wealso have experienced teachers onsite for families who need extra support and
access to teaching andlearning advice.
Sincethe official opening in Scptember 2004, around a dozen familics have utilised the centre
already, some attend regularly, some needed a “breathing space”after coming out of school and
havesince decided to re-enter the system and some access the group occasionally, in addition to
other activities they are involvedin.
So far we havesecured fundingto set up and run an interactive website and purchase computer
equipment and a digital video camera. Activities offered to date include science, maths, crafts,
computing, drama and filming.
Wewantto bring into the mainstream a newvision of education where children are empowered to
direct their own learning and are able to seek freely the answers to the questions they ask. Weare
awarethat nationally muchis being doneto achieve these aims and wefeelitis vital to work
coltaborativety with other organisations, to strengthen our case nationalty and generalty increase
public awareness of home education as a viable option.
Westrongly believe that our weekly session could become a model of how a more flexible approach
to mainstream education could operate, with schoolsacting as a resource for family/community
Icarning. We havereceived funding from the local network fund and South Somersct District
Council, whilst remaining entirely independent and able to achieve our political aims unhindered.
Wehave had meetings with Somerset County Council and local MPs and, through working on
Mainstream committees, have managedto get a high local profile in children’s services discussions
in Somerset.
Our interactive website contains more details ofthe work we are doing at) www home-education-
centre.co.uk Weare very interested in bringing this group andothers likeit into the national
debate. We are particularly interested in the mass ofchildren whoarc struggling in the mainstream
system, whose parents have no idea of the options open to them, We are working to alleviate this
problem locally but feel there needs to be some form ofnational agenda.
Weare hoping thatthis letter, which is goingto be sentto all the major national home education
organisations, will stimulate discussion and can somehow contribute to bringing togetherall the
fantastic work weare all doing locally and separately, to gain maximum changefor the betterforall
our children. We look forward to getting responses from organisations and individual
homeschoolers. Please do feel free to respond.

Karen Turner, Chard Home Education Centre, 10 Tansee Hill. Thorncombe, Nr. Chard,
Somerset TA20 4LQ E-mail: Karenturner@uku.co.uk
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Chard HomeEducation Centre — a personal view

Mychildren have been going to the group since September, and fur them it is the one, non-aegotiable
activity that we do. Everything else in the week may not get done, but Chard isa must! The activities are
child-led, with the adults as facilitators, The children have drawn up their own charter of how the space
should he used, and have regular meetings with the adults to decide what actrvittes they wantto do This
has included a carol concert for the children in the nursery downstairs and a retirement homein the town;
exploring various periods of history through drama re-enactments, junk modelling, sewing and other craft
activities, etc The children also contribute to the website with jokes, news, timelines, whatever their
particular interest is. Various funding grants have paid for the computer. website and softwareforall age
groups and a digital video camera to enhance the popular weekly drama sessions. There are craft, maths
and science activities organised every week for those who wantto participate in them.
As well as the benefits to the children, the centre is a great asset to parents too, library of information
and resources is being built up. and there are two trained and expenenced teachers. one of whom
homeschools her own child, to give advice and ideas if necessary. There is also help with LEA and other
bureaucratic issues and the centre can be used as a neutral ground for inspecuons and meeungs
There are about a dozen children currently using the centre. There are some whohavevisited after leaving
school, and foundit a useful breathing space for de-stressing and de-schoolingafter negative experiences,
but whohavesince re-entered the school system. My own children have never been to school, so I like the
fact that they are able to take part in group activiues and discussions, which are difficult to create in a home
environment, One family is leaving the groupto go travelling, but wewill all be able to keep in contact and
hear one another's newsvia the interactive website. Another child flexi-schools, and the HECfits into his
weekly pattern of school and home. Children who have been to schoolfind it helpful to have ideas and
activities offered to them if they are as yet unused to deciding whatto do for themselves. Children can be
left at the centre, which meansthat some parents have been able to pursue part-time education for
themselves. For me, this means that my older children can be doiny yroupactivities with older kids, while
I take my year-old to a toddler group, and spend some rare one-to-one time with him
Manyofthese opportunities are available at many other groups. but to haveall these assets together under
one roofis unusual in my experience, The groupis already doing well. mostly thanks to Karen, whose
brainchild it is. She has a fantastic degree of cmpathywith the individual children whoattend the group. I
know she has inspired my children to do acuvities they would never try with me at home (|), This is
coupled with a desire to bring the philosophy and knowledgeofflexible and home cducation to a wider
audience. The building used is designated as one of the “Children's Centres” mentioned in the
Government's recent White Paper, and so will be at the centre ofprovision for children in the future. The
local MPs, councils and LEA are aware ofthe centre andit is hoped to be able to establish and continue a
positive relationship with them. The centre has already been featured in an extremely positive article on
local BBC TV,and a radio piece is coming soon
If you wantto find out more aboutthe Centre, please do look at the website — wwwhome-education-
centre co.uk And if you are within striking distance of Chard, we look forward to seeing you if you want
to drop by!

Becca Bradley-Carter

VISUALLY IMPAIRED
If you have difficulty with reading small print in the

newsletter, please contact the NL co-ordinator (back page)
to discuss alternative access options.

 



How Home Education Works
One family's story

(from EONLno, 141, August 2001)
Six months ago, my husband and | decided that we would home educate our son. We had no choice —
he had become school-phobic through no fault of his own. We had watched him go through monthsof
agony and been through the same ourselves. We had watched our son go through the sort of stress
which, had he been an adult, would most likely have ensured him monthsoff work and counselling. And
yet, we werestill advised to force him backinto a situation that affected him so badly. It had got to the
stage where he wasthreatening to harm himself. He was a nervous wreck, and close to a breakdown.
The reason, asis often the case, was a bullying problem that had not been dealt with effectively. Our boy
hadlost faith in the teachers to sort things out. Frankly, so had we. Surely every child has the rightto fee!
safe at school?
Otherschools were notreally an option at this stage, although wetried, However, by this time our son
hadlost faith in the whole education system
To be honest, the thought of home education terrified usinitially. We could not afford to employ home
tutors, and we were not teachers. There were some excellent correspondence coursesavailable but they
were far too expensivefor us to even consider. However, we scon discovered there was a weaith of
information at our fingertips. Wejoined an excellent group “Education Otherwise", which consists of other
home educating families, and began attending local meetings. EO also has a network of people who can
be contacted for advice. The Home Education Advisory Service is also very good, Many museumsallow
us free entry on production of our EO card.
Forthefirst ‘term’ we realised that our son needed a period of recovery. He hadlost his sense of
humour, his self-esteem, and was sleeping badly, suffering from frequent nightmares. For those few
months we allowed him to choose to learn aboutthings he was mostinterested in. He did this with an
enthusiasm that astounded us.
Now, several monthslater, we understand what home educationis all about. The child is educated rather
than schooled. There is a big difference,
Ourson learns from manydifferent sources — CD roms,the internet,library books, history, geography,
science, biology, English, maths, |.T. and DIY programmesondigital satellite television programmes and
also from the BBC Learning Zone and 4Learning. He reads two newspapers daily and is keen to discuss
varioustopics such as politics and education, among others. His computerskills have rocketed. He has
started up his own website building business, and has written to professional people for advice, of his own
accord, Weare tryingto find a mentorin this field to guide and encourage him further. His latest project
is a website for home educated kids, where they can all communicate with each other. Socially hestill
hasfriends that he sees in the area where welive, and he has also madeotherfriends through Education
Otherwise
Ourchild is not doing GCSE coursesat this stage but can go onto college and take these whenheis
older — if he chooses.| imagine academics reading this will throw up their hands in horror, but our child is
motivated, he is learning, and most of all he is happy.
He is following a path of his own choosing, with supervision and tuition from us, his parents. Imagineif
we had goneto a school and leamt only the subjects that we truly enjoyed and were interested in along
with the basics of English and Maths? Imagineif such a school had catered only to ourindividual needs,
rather than forcing usto learn languages which we loathed, and wouldn't even need later in life, for
example? How manyofus, then, would be in careers we love rather than jobs we hate because we had
beenable to pursue subjects which we had thirst for learning about? Not possible | know in the
education system as it is, but in Home Education — yes!
Since | wrote this piece which wasprinted asa letter in our local newspaper, our son has had the website
he created for kids of EO accepted by the council of EO. He has also done a week's work experience at
a company which creates and makes computer games, | am sendingthis in case it may help and
encourage other people who are worried about home educating.

(nameaddress
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In responseto Ross’article in Feb's newsletter, about her thoughts on packs for LEAs - Yes, EO has done
a wonderful job so far. Yes, we fave grown out of all proportion. No, we do not need a national office.
Who would run that office? Where would it be situated? If the people working in the office were not home
educators how would they know what advice to give? How could we trust them to give the right advice?
The database was,for a time, run unsuccessfully by someone employed by EO who was not a home
educator. It took Lynde quite a while to sort out the mess that had been made. Now Lynda is beck
running the database andis paid (| believe) per application form she processes. She deserves to be paid
more, as I'm sure she doesn't claim for even half of her expenses. If everyone doing a valuable job within
EO did aim their expenses then EO would be broke. So how can we even think about having a national
office with paid workers?
On the EO helpline there are people working in Shetland, Edinburgh, North Yorkshire, Lancashire,
Humberside, Derbyshire, Cheshire, East Midlands, Wales, Ireland, Hereford, Lincolnshire, Narfalk, East
Sussex and Exeter. How would yougetall those people into one central office? Haw would you give a
non home educator the knowledge these people have?
To have a central office which would just supply information to LEAs would be expensive and wouldn't
necessarily work anyway. All LEAs are, according to the DfES, ‘autonomous’. think that is just the DfESwayof saying that they have no control over what each individual LEA says or does.Which is whyIt would make more sense to have regionally based local groups, who could communicate
with the LEAs within their area, and hopefully educate them. Many LEAs do need educating about elective
home education; some,| believe, are already very understanding. There could be aninformationfile
which is regularly updatedso that all the information given out is nationally regulated
EOis too big to carry on as itis; the alternative has to be regionally based groups supporting families and
LEAs, not one National Office which would eat moneyfaster than we could make it We can continueto be
‘cupboard based’ as long as we are prepared to form county based groups to link together whenfacing
the LEAs.
An LEA is madeupof regular people who are just doing a job; | know - my Dad was a Deputy Chief
Education Officer with the LEA untif he retired 20 years ago. Although he was not too pleased initiaity to
hear that we were home educating, he understood that | knew what | was doing and trusted me to home
educate my daughter.
Only when my daughter had been acceptedinto college to take her A levels (without any GCSEs) did we
tell my father that she planned to go to college. He then saw how the home education, thet he may have
inttally doubted, had worked out and he was doubly pleased for us both. If my daughter hadn't chosen to
go to college | would still have felt that her home education was successful) how could | not? Sheis very
sensible, well balanced and extremely happy. She has a part time job, as well as going to college, and
loves it. She fits into the ‘adult’ world perfectly
Andyet, if she had decided to do nothing | would still see her as a success.

Jo Barthen. 57 Flanda Drive. Exeter, EX4 5EX. Devan. Email: jo4eo@aol.com

Another View on EO Admin
With regard to EO having a more formal administrative structure, how about seeking funding to pay those
people who are doing perhaps the more highprofile jobs: for example maintaining the website and the
advice lines? Many volunteers are happy to do the things they do but there is no doubt that it takes up
time that could be used to earn money. It also seems sensible to harness someof the very valuable
expertise that members have built up overtheir years of home-educating, rather than seeing it disappearonce their children grow up. | still home-educate my youngest two (my three eldest are either at college or
in the world of work now) and wouldfar rather earn my money promoting/supporting EO than having to goout to work, leaving them working on their own, whilst | am engaged in employmentto fund their home-education (an ironic situation at times!).
It is a really tricky issue, fraught with difficulty (how, for example, would it be decided whom we should
pay?) But | also feel that contracting out to people not involved with home-education (however supportive
they may be) creates even more problems. Advice given based on personal, practical experience is
generally far more valuable than a ‘textbook’ answer Sue White, letters editor
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Diary Of A Home Educating Nobody.
by Ross Mountney

Don't laugh, but I'm thinking of cutting up a black plastic bin liner and making myself a
romper suit. You know - the type babies wear? Vestlike, no legs, but with poppers to hold
it snug around the bum! The reason being that I am sick of having my bottom, back, and
even hair sometimes showeredin slimy, wet mud every time I go out for a cycle at this time
of the year. It whips around the back tyre and right up into the air. If I cycle fast enough
T can even get the mud fountain right up over my head and onto my face. And what with the
stresses of HEing I certainly go fast some days, sprinkling my hair with sloppy brown jewels!
That's why T do it, you see; to burn off the stress. To keepfit - fit enough to home
educate. Because you certainly have to be fit to HE. And when I say fit I don't mean
bulging muscles and marathon-running lung capacity. I don't necessarily mean high profile
gyms, weights, or masochistic aerobics, or any sort of self-flagellation in the form of
exercise, I'm just talking fit enough to cope, To stay bright. To stay enthusiastic. To stay
sane! To stay happy. I'm just talking looking after oneself. Sensibly.
Now,experience tells me that actually parents are not that good at looking after
themselves. They're great at looking after their children. But as for themselves, most
mums T think rate their own looking-after way downthelist of priorities. Way down below
HEing I would guess. Ring any bells yet?
T know there are parents who do everything for their children and nothing for themselves.
And HEgives them an even better opportunity. For example,it's very easy to make the
excuse not to pop out for a swim on your own - thatis, for your own benefit - because the
children really would benefit from a swim too, wouldn't they? Andit's ever so easy to put off
that ten minutes in front of the exercise video becauseLittle Herbert is dying for you to
make his plane with him and if you don’t do it when He wants you feel guilty. And should you
really neglect the teenager and pop out to the gym - actually on your own for once - because
you really ought to be chasing them up to do their course work while they're fresh. You see
what I mean? There are always other things we could convince ourselves we should be doing.
Other than paying ourselves attention. And with HEing, I think the guilt about it being our
job to always encourage the children drives us to neglect our own needs sometimes.
Yet the silly thing is, if we're going to be able to HE successfully (that means successfully
for everyone in the family not just the children), if we're going to be able to stay the course
and come out the otherendofit still intact, happy, and sane, then we really are going to
have to pay attention to keeping ourselves fit to do so. As we would if we were doing any
other job.
HEing is hard, It is a tough option, Admirable definitely, but knowing it's admirable doesn't
make it any easier! It is tiring It is a test of endurance, patience and biggestofall
FAITH.
Any path, which is not a path that many others have chosen before,is always going to be
tougher than onethat's well worn, There is often huge uncertainty with HE. Lots of
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dilemma. Lots of decision making, whereas those on the school path have many, ready-made
decisions.
With HEing there are very few ‘breaks’ or ‘holidays’ of the type you would expect from any
otherkind of employment. And sometimes it seems thereis very little reward. Nonice big
paycheque for doing it; no encouraging words from the boss: no incentive rewards. Apart
from being able to see our wonderful children develop, of course. But even the wonderof
that can sometimes pall when all the feedback you ever getis stuff like: ‘I'm going to watch
the telly ALL day and you can't stop me’!
It’s tough. Glorious, but tough, And we've got to keep fit to survive it. Better than survive
it - todo it well. To enjoy it. Because it IS enjoyable, It IS rewarding. It IS one of the
best things we'll ever do. But we won't appreciate that if we're notfit.
Hence me cycling round the lanes at more revolutions per minute than a propeller. (Only
boasting!) I only cycle becauseI like it. I have a nice place to cycle and like to be
outdoors. I haven't even got my ownbike any more; it died a dirty death with grit in the
gears, so I borrow my daughter's. Luckily for me she has now graduated from the Barbie
bikes with doll carrier, which she used to ride, to a full size!
But it doesn't matter what you do. I just think it is SO important that you do something to
look after yourself. To keep yourself fit to HE, to give yourself and your family the best
chance of achieving all that you want to.
You could walk, run, swim, dance, horse ride, play football, badminton, join some kind of club,
do yoga,Pilates, sailing, rock-climbing, anything, there's masses to choose from. Just do
something. Something thatfits in with yourlife, that’s easily accessible, and that youlike
doing.
Take the time. We need to let our children see that our welfare is important too. And what
a great example we're setting them by attaching some importance to getting some exercise
and keeping ourselves fit. Most particularly we're making sure we're not sacrificingall our
own needs to those of our children. And that's something they need to learn,if they're
going to learn how theyfit into the world around others, as others fit around them
sometimes. Try it!
Actually, now I come to think of it, maybe I'll give the black plastic romper suit a miss.
Folks round here already think I'm strange enough actually wanting to have my kids at home
with me all day! I don’t want to make their perception of me even worse, Besides, I think
the poppers would chaff in unmentionable places!

BRIA CpMd LOpQBE?SSE?BGEP
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April Competition
date:

Hi all, Spring is here and hopefully a long, warm summer is on its way? Our next
competition for you is a word search which,as usual, is open to all ages but
NOTto council members, the puzzle compiler and/or their families
Please send all your entries, remembering to include your name, address, phone
number (and email address if you have one) to:
EO Competition, 79 Cumberland Avenue, Cleveleys, Lancs. FY5 2DS

Last issue's winner is PJ Bork from Manchester, who wins an EO Hoodie!

April's prize is a copy of ‘Educating your Child at home’ by Jane Lowe and Alan
Thomas. An excellent book for your collection!
SOSOBOBOCBOBOSOBOCBOBOBOBOROBOBOBOSBOBOBOSONOE
 ARMEARS EAKBFKKJVHCWMSUEYES LASKILHELHGRRQY

ee BHCONKIPEOZIACTalo OTYKGNBIGAAWHR2ZTb WUSBEHCAMOTSATNKNEE GORHRENIPSMENEHLEGS | DMALSKUOMPHOCRSLUNGS SITEUZMKBSNEKYNEor GUHDSLNKPFDKETOSPINE |NRNGETEVILPEFLTSPLEEN | UWEUATEAHLLHNTOSTOMACH [| LLMOTUKDDPXOMGGHae | ARRWXLPVSEYESDVmee |RHDZZCKUYIMDZGHVEIN [| TIIXREVIWLPPPWY   
SOBOCBOROBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOBOEOE

CONCESSIONS
Please would all members look out for places of educational interest around them that may

be willing to offer concessionary access to EO members. Please contact me with
therr details so that I can send them letter of request, or let me knowofexisting

concessions to include in EO's concessions list Many thanks for your help! Write to
- Dawn Waddington,

TyyLiytrau, Bangor Rd, Penmaenmawr, Conwy, LL34 6AF. Phone - 01492 622063
Email - dawn@home2school.ca.uk
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LETTERS
HOUSE WANTED

Weare a prospective HE family looking
to move to a village/town in the SE/
HomeCounties with good transportlinks (preftrain toLondon)but with the
countryside in close proximity. If you
live in a pleasant community where the
average 2/3 bed houseprices are
between £160 — 180 k, | should be
grateful if you would call Sara on 01584
891756 (Shropshire)

JAPANESE PENFRIEND
A HomeEdfriend in Kyoto has asked
meto postthis. If you can putit in the
next newsletter that would be great.
Clare Tray SE12 London Home Ed
group
‘My Name is Manaka Hatta
Jama girl (15)
1 am looking for a penpal aged 15-17.
| love painting
| have a dog (Welsh Corgi) called
Malilin,
Please write to:
637 Shoukokuji - Monzen
Kamigyo-ku
Kyoto
Japan 602-0898"

SEN BOOK REVIEWERS
| am looking for people to review books
about children with learningdifficulties
(DCD), dyslexia, dyspraxia etc. Anyone
interested should email sally@aecb-netor tel 01559 370798.

SMART MEMBERS CARDS
Sarah Cook has been carrying out
investigations into the possibility of EO
having new membership cards.
However,it became obviousthatit was
not possible to introduce new cards
without an increase in subscription rates
to members. So we would like to know
from you, the members, whether you

think that having a better quality,
durable membership card is worth £1
over and above whateverotherprice
increases may be necessary in future
(this does not mean there is a price
increase in the offing...just that the issue
of a membership card is a separatematter).
Please let Sarah Cook know whether
you would be preparedto pay this
additional sum on: 01768 896019
sarah@croggies.freeserve.co.uk

LEA TRUANCY CARD SCHEMES
| am writing in response to Edana
Edward'sletter entitled ‘LEA truancy
‘card scheme’ (N/L 162). l-ammoving to
Bamsleyin the summer(close to where
Edanalives) and | was gob-smacked at
the possibility of being offered an ID
card to ‘prove’ my daughter is home-
educated. We have something similar
from EO which doesnot require
displaying personal information
alongside a photo, Perhaps LEAs
should provide a list of home-educated
children fortheir officers to use during
truancy patrols?
Hollie Hartnell Sheppey Kent ME12 3LN

| would like to state an emphatic ‘NO’to
an ID scheme for home-educators. We
should all resist the insipid creeping
‘databasestate’ attitude. We do not
need permission to home-educate our
children and | would be very unhappy
‘about havingthem filed and listed like a
criminals. The EO card is adequate and
young children are out with their parents
anyway, who can do any explaining
necessary. If we accept ID cardsin this
way, soon we'll haveto carry proof we
are ‘authorised’ home-educators and so
on!
I'd like to take the opportunity to rant
against !D cardsin general. {tis nota

 



 

harmlessbit of plastic, but a massive
andintrusive databasethattakes the
balance of power evenfurther from
individuals to the state. There are no
guarantees about whowill see thelists
and audittrails of day-to-dayactivities.
ID cards did not stop the September 11"
hijackers, nor will they prevent benefit
fraud orittegal immigration. Most of
Europe has ID cards brought in by the
Nazis, and they have not stopped any of
the above problems.
| know ID cards and a NationalIdentity
Register are not directly connected to
home-education as such butit is about
CONTROL, AUTHORISATION,and a
destruction of privacy. You may be
happy with that under this government
(!) but this information about you and
your children will be available forever,
Anyone wanting more information or to
offer support to the campaign can
contact: NO 2 ID, PO Box 412,
78 Marylebone High Street, London
W1U SAP Tel: 07005 800 651
E-mail: support@no2id.net
Web: www.no2id.net
(Name and address supplied)

COVER YOUR BACK!
Having just had a heated phonecall
with my LEAofficer, | would like to warn
all home edders who agree to meet with
these peopleto take along a Witness’ to
whatis said at the meeting. My LEA
officer was mostput out that | refused to
meethim again, after what | had
perceived to be his rudeness and
prejudice at our last meeting. He
basically denied ever having said any of
the things ne'd said — which | guess
makes me a computsive liar or fantasist!
Hardly the basis for a relationship of
mutualtrust. This situation could so
easily have been avoided had | been
less trusting and insisted on a third party
being presentat out meetings. In
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addition | would advise making it clear
that you are tape recording the
proceedings, which should ensure that
theseofficials behave within the law,
should you be unfortunate enough to
have an unsympathetic, controlling LEA.
Edana Edwards (NL co-ord)

SHARING LIFE AND WORKIN ITALY
Pratale is a small hill farm, run
organically, in the foothills of the
Apennines near Gubbio with hogses,
milk sheep, donkeys, hens and woods,
vines,olives, fruit and vegetable
gardens. Our three children, now grown
up, were home-schooled and we are
alwaysinterested to meet EOers. We
are part of the Italian Bioregional
Network, Servas and WWOOF
We welcomepeople who would like to
share ourlives and work for a few
weeks or months and who are
committed to down-scaling their
lifestyle. Bring a sleeping bag, stay free
andjust contribute for food. Write or
consult the website,www.pratatle.cjb.net,
or call our daughter, Melissa, in London
on 0207 733 0990. (Wepreferletters to
emails). Martin Lanz and Etain Addey,
Pratale, Vallingegno, 06020 Scntto, PG,
Italy - Email: goldiehel@yahoo.it

FOREST RESOURCE PACK
The World Land Trust has produced a
resource pack, which is free to any
"educators". We've just got our copy
and it looks good!
Focus on Forests - An educational
resource for homes and schools in the
UK,outlining the issues offorest
conservation, as well as highlighting the
successstories from aroundthe world.
The Focus on Forest pack contains
separateillustrated students’ workbooks
as well as a corresponding teaching
manual, with photocopiable worksheets.

  



 
Aimed at 11-13 year olds, the pack has
been designed by teachers, education
specialists and conservationists, to
supplement Key Stage 3 teachingof the
National Curriculum.As part of the
World Land Trust objective to promote
education about conservation,the
Focus on Forests pack is available free
to homes and schools in the UK.
Please send your name & address
(enclosing £2.50 to cover postage &
packaging) to: World LandTrust, Blyth
House, Bridge Street, Halesworth,
Suffolk IP19 8AB. Orif you have anyqueries about this or about the work of
the World Land Trust, please contact us
by phone(01986 874 422),
email info Org - Or see
our website: www.worldlandtrust.orgThe World Land Trustis beavering
away,raising awareness aboutthe
rainforests and raising funds to buy
back large areas offorest for wildlife
corridors etc. Well worth investigating!
Meraylah Allwood, Linstead Magna,Suffolk

HE MINORITY GROUPS
Calling ALL minority groups and
interested parties! Are you a memberof
an ethnic, racial or religious minority
group? Do you have any ideas of how
we and EO can work together? How
can minorities contribute to EO and also
make better use of the support on offer?
At the next EO Gathering (2-9th June)
there will be a chance to join a topical
discussion group. Can you attend?
Any ideas? Plans? Proposals?
Please give your comments to either:
Janet, tel: 01427 617313
janet@hubblesimpson.co.ukCelia, tel: 07763 729055celiamcdonagh@yahoo.co.uk
Fizz, tel: 01895 422138
fizztryingtohomeed@hotmail.com
Rehena,tel: 0208 336 1683
info@diversity-otherwise.tk

26

LEA QUERIES
If you comeacross families with
questions about their LEA, you would be
welcometo direct them to the LEAwork
list, where their queries can be
answered.
hittp://groups.yahoo.com/group/LEAwork
Priscilla Park Weir (collating data for
and on behalf of the LEAwork list)

EO ACCOUNTS
The EO Accounts for 2004 are now on
the website at:
http:/Awww.educationotherwise.org/
Accounts%20Files/Acctsindx.htm

NON-VIOLENT COMMUNICATION
| recently participated in a foundationtraining in non-violent communication.It
wasan experience thatleft me feeling
very energised and hopeful. Hopeful
about being able to improve how |
communicate with others, particularly
my children and hopeful about the
possibilities for using this simple
process asa tool for transformation at
societalwordlevel.
The perhaps unexpectedthing | leamt
however, was thatthis simple, four-part
process first needed to be applied in
communicating with myself. The
tanguageofthe heart starts with giving
oneself understanding and compassion.
From this place we are better able tolisten to others with empathy. The
modelis based on the notion that weall
communicate from a place of either met
needs or unmet needs. NVCis effective
because it seeks to offer compassionate
listening and to address the needsofall
involved.There is a training workshopinYork 21-22" May. Contact Selma Khan
for more details: Tel: 01653 693690,or
email: selmakhan@onetel.com
Home Farm, High Hutton, York,YO60 7HW

 



EDUCATION OTHERWISE MERCHANDISE
  Resource

Based on National Curriculum
materials. Covering all primary levels

and some secondary.
Mostuseful to parents looking for
a structured, curriculum approach.

Available FREE from
henrietta.turnbull@pbtinternet.com

(rtf or wpdor doc file);
or please send a stamped SAE
plus £1 for printing costs to

H. Turnbull, Hadlow House, 2 Hadlow
Road, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4AF
 

 

   
   
    

Education
(“Truancy Cards”)

Extra cards are available from:
EO HE Cards,

5 Ridge Way, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 OHL
Please send a stamped, addressed

envelope   
 

£30 discount per course -A5 SAE to Sarah
Cook, The Old Cottage, Croglin, Carlisle,
CA4 8RZ (quoting EO membership number)

or sarah@croggies.freeserve.co.uk
 

| Help spread the word.
|| Please send a reasonably large SAE to: |
Lynda Hitchman, 31 Audley St, Reading |

Berkshire, RG30 1BP || EO CarStickers   
| EO Hoodies - hooded
| sweatshirts

with the triangle logo and the
| letters SINC - Now available in

navy blue and black - children's
and adult sizes - £15 children’s

and £20 for adults’ size
(including postage and packaging)
For further details please contact

alex.caldwell@tiscali.co.uktel: 0116 2720209

| EO Cotton T-shirts
| Good quality - choice of 2 designs:

a) white shirt with red, triangular
| ‘school patrol’ EO logo.
|b) navy shirt with white slogan:
"home education - a real option"

|||

 

| £5 adult (M,L, XL) £3.50 child
| (3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/11, 12/13 )
Add p&p up to 6 shirts £2, More

| than 7 shirts, ptp £4
| Cheques to E.0.Trading Ltd.
Lucinda Smart, 4 Chester Gardens,

Church Gresley, Swadlincote,
Derbyshire, DE11 9PU.

   
  



 

 

Learn Premium Website
Lear.co.uk, an online educational service run by the Guardian, has offered EO members a
joint, low cost subscription to Learn Premium,a digital subscription service aimed at primary
and secondary age children and their teachers. EO has agreed to pay Leam.co a lump sum

and is making a small charge to each userto coverthis cost.
Accessto the service from now until October 2005 will cost EO members £25 perfamily.

There are about 35,000 pagesofonline lessons,tests and topic based information on a whole
range of subjects. Due to our agreement with Learn.co we can only offer this service tomembers of Education Otherwise.

Please note that membershiplasts until October only
Their web address has more details of the services available. If you would like to subscribe,

please send your email address to Sue Radford sradford4@aol.com for details of
how to pay your £25 andof how to log onto the service.

"Home Education" (workingtitle)
Special edition (March '05) edited by Paula Rothermel, of academic journal

“Evaluation and Research in Education". This publication provides a round upofthe
research on home ed globally. Its compilation led to the new academic emaillist through

which homeed researchers all over the world are talking on a daily basis
EOspecial discountprice £7.50 incl. p&p (full cover price £16)

Cheques/postal orders payable to EO Trading Ltd
from June Wilson-Billing, Wychwood, 17 Woodland Close,

Verwood, Dorset BH31 7PN Tel: 01202 827945
educationotherwise@mac.com.

BOIS Circomedia GROG
Academy of Circus Arts and Physical Theatre

Britannia Rd, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DB
Nowauditioning for the Autumn 2005 intake of students for their BTEC National

Diplomain Performance(accredited through City of Bristol College)
Basedin Bristol since 1993, Circomedia has an international reputation for its work and
pridesitself on a family atmosphere.The two yearcoursewill be FREE for 16-18 year
olds and will provide a broadintroduction and foundation in performingarts including
physical theatre and circusskills. Areas of study will include the history of theatre,

physicaltheatre, dance andfitness as well as circus arts (trapeze and rope, acrobatics
andjuggling). Students will be able to use this qualification to gain university entrance in

a related subject such as drama, dance, sports and teaching, or continue to train in
circus. The training is also an excellent means of building confidence

andlife skills which are easily transferable to work environments.
Thetutors will be experts in their field with a background in performance and a wealth of
experience in theatre and circusskills. There may also be opportunities for lectures and

demonstrations by visiting artists from professional circus or theatre companies.
Although the course is practicalall training will be underpinned with academic study and

key skills. For further information about the BTEC course please contact course
director, Kate Webb on 0117 947 7288 or kate@circomedia.com

 



REVIEWS
Bella Balistica and the Temple of Tickal
by Adam GuilainThisis the first book in the series, Rella isa
wonderful strong female lead character in this
amazing adventure fantasy. She is 11, being bullied at
school and was adopted from Guatemala, where she
travels back to for her adventure, encountering evil
treasure - hunters at the Temple. Back there she
learns a lot about who she is and the magic she has.
Weall really enjoyed this book, a real Indianna Jones
for the girls.
Denise Ridgway with Lewis (10) and Kaue( 6)
£5.99 ISBN |-84059-394-6 Milet

Tales told in Tents; stories from Central Asia
by Sally Pomme Clayton & Sophie Herxheimer
These are unusual stories set in the steppes,
mountains, deserts and cites of Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tadjikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan. ‘They include /he Bag of Hrickness,
The FountainofLife, The Secret ofFelt, The yirl who
crted a Lake, Father of Storres and Horse of Songs
Karisliked the Carpet ofDreams best because it was
about a boy who wanted to travel to Asia and trade
carpets on the Silk Way. One day he sleeps on a
carpet It gives him a dream abouta princess, whea he
wakes heis holding a ruby and he travels until he
finds her, Gulen liked the riddles uf Uzbekistan such
as ‘One eye and a sharp tooth (answer; a needle),
because they were different to any he had heard
before. It is superbly illustrated with bold colours, in
thestyles of paintings from central Asia. Blue Sky,
White Wing is a story about bow the carth was made
andit is written in the shape of white leaves on a tree
set against a blue background. Thestaries are
brilliantfor reading out loud as well as for enjoying
on your own. Weall thoroughly enjoyed them and
sould recommendthe book to anyone wholikes folk
tales, legends and magic.Angela Youngman with Kans (10) and Clen (61
£12.99 ISBN 1-84507-066-6 Frances Lincoln

Nurse Nancy and Hollyberry Hospital
by Donna Beacham
Nurse Nacy deals with the casualties of the tayworld
in her hospital. Elsbeth loved this i looks like a
grown up book’, Each chapter is a self contained
story written in bold writing and suitable for those
gaining confidence in reading. It expands sentences
with description andreal to life circumstances. The
book has becomea favourite with all the children and
the babysitter.
Sarah and tisbeth Beard
£9.99 ISBN 1-85776-862-0 Book Guild
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The Crystal Unicorn by Odette Volpeliere-Pierrot
This was truly an amazing book, When first
receivedit | was excited because I love Unicorn
stories but when I saw that it was in fact a play aot
realty a'story, I thought “oh no!” But what a book it
turned out to be. Even written as a play, it was really
enjoyable to read, It tells the story ofa female
unicorn who is kidnapped by an evil Unicorn (yes
there are such things!) and is imprisoned in a sealed
cave. She gives birth to two baby Unicorns and their
father sets about freeing them. Being an arusuc
person,this play conjured up all kinds ofpictures in
my mind, and in fact | made a stage trom a cardboard
box and then drew, coloured and cut outthe figures. |
was then able to ‘see’ the play the author had written.
It made the story come alive. It really inspired me. A
book worth getting from thelibrary and maybe asking
a group to put on the play!
Francesca Houghton (15)
£12.95 ISBN 1-85776-873-6 Book Guild

Playing with Fire by Henning Mankell
This book is about Sofia, a 15 year old girl wholives
in a small village in Mozambique. Her family is very
poor and onlyjust make enough moneyto payfor
food and schoolfees from selling the vegetables they
grow. Sofia’s sister, Rosa, becomesill and does not
get better, The doctor reveals she has AIDS and itis
Sofia who has to help her cope with her illness. This
is a very good book which I enjoyed reading, although
it is really sad. thas a lot of big ideas and I would
recommendit to amy teenager. Emma Whutchall (14)
£5.99 ISBN ]-R6508-7149 Frances LincolnAllen &
Unwin
Finding Voices, Making Choices
Edited by Mark Webster and Glen Buglass
An uplifting read that conjures images of disaffected
housingestates finding purpose and coheston through
community art projects. People working together as a
true democratic force, essentially free from the
constraints of pedagogic authority. Blowing the top
off the arts establishment by showing that most human
beings. given enough space and encouragement, can
produce “art” of the highest order. Home schoolers
with ambition to stage a play. concert, art exhibition
or parade will find this book invaluable. Their well-
documented, loose and sensitive approach shows how
to makethe principles of radical democracy work. In
essencethis is a book about how to harness the power
of people through harmony, not hierarchy. Come to
think ofit, (harmony not hierarchy) would make a
good slogan for a home schooling T shurt! Send
designs and resource information to me via the mag,
and we'll make it happen. Longlive community art!
Caalya MeCowt
ISBN ]-900219-22-0 EducauunalHeretics Press.

  



 

 

Illustrated Dictionaries from Usborne
1. Physics ISBN 0-7460-3796-1 £7.99
I foundthis book to be really useful. It explained
things simply and the dlagtamis are very clear.It
explains how some electrical components work,
which allowed me to finish a project that I was having
great difficulty with. The information included goes
up to a very trigh level butit docs not allow it to
become difficult to understand. It covers every area
and is extremely interesting. Could be used for 10 —
16 ages I should think. Excellent.
Kit Freisleben (11)

2 Biology ISBN 07460-3792-9 £7.99
The tide of this book made me think it would be in
alphabetical arder so was surprised to find it wasn’t.
Byusing the index I foundit was easy to find the
subjects I wanted to look up. The boak had loads of
different subjects and is very good for finding out
small amounts ofinformation about these subjects,
but if you needed miore detail you would have to use
other books as well. It has really good, coloured
pictures, which really help you understand the text.
All the diagrams are well labelled I think it is aimed
at children oldcr than me as I had some problems
reading the text. Words such as ‘interstitial’ and
‘endothelium’ were new to me. Ifyou are new to
biology you would need to read a more basic book
first. I think I will get more use from this book over
the next few years.Jake (11)
3. Chemistry ISBN 0-7460-3794-§ £7.99
I like chemistry but have not studied all the areas
covered in this book so I found it all really interesting
and very informative. It covers physical chemistry,
inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry,
environmental chemistry and general chemistry and
would interest all ages over 10 to adult. The diagrams
are brilliant and help you understandthe text really
well although did find it a bit confusing in places.
My favourite section was about crystals and the
information on general chemistry.It taught me a lot
about atoms and molecules. A brilliant book for
amyone interested in this subject.
Keath Hall (11)
All three af the above included in The Usborne IllustratedDictionary of Science £14.99 ISBN 0-7460-3485-7
The Thief Tord by Cornelia Funke
The book opens with the parents oftwo children
having died in a house fire. An aunt wants to adopt
the younger one (Bo)but not the older one (Prosper).
They claim that Prosper is far too wild and would be
impossible to adopt. The two children run away
together and go to Venice hecause their mother had
frequently talked about the place. In the first chapter
they visit the famous detective, Victor Getz, in Venice
before meeting up with a girl named Hornet whotakes
them to join her own family oforphans wholive in an

unused cinema. Scipio, known as the Thief Lord,
steals things for the orphans to sell, Whilst this is the
main setting of the book, another storyline develops
later on and then those two become interwoven. [
can’t really say much else without spoiling the book.
Although this book is meant for children, it isn't
really that noticeable apart from the quote on the
front. It is quite a mature book and the characters
aren'tall they seem. There isn’t a “good vs. evil”
“theme ocoursinmost adventurous fiction. Imust
warn you, although it may seem at first that the book
is realistic, it does have a bit ofmagic later on (there’s
no witches or wizards or anything though). I
recommend it for ages 7+ and rate it 89%,Matt Lougmuir (15)
£5.99 ISBN 1-903434-77-7 The Chicken House

Arf and the Happy Campers
by Philip Wooderson
This is a book which we thought was aimed at a more
confident reader, perhaps 7-8 year olds. The story is
about Arfand how hesets up his own campsite in his
back garden. He ends up with someinteresting
campers who help him, with the other characters in
the story, to solve a mystery and save the town from a
big scam. Rowan thoughtthe story was very good,
funny and that other children wouldlikeit although
he sometimes had difficulty following the storyline asit was not a straightforward narrative. This was
because it had a number ofthemes throughout the
story ,which cametogether at the end of the hook
Overall we liked the story and would recommend it to
slightly older children.
Kathleen with Rowan (6)£4.99 ISBN 0-7136-6856-3 A & C Black
The Diamond Throne ty David Eddings
Book One ofthe Elenium
The hero in this book is named Sparhawk whois a
knight in amour and Queen's Champion, with a big,
sword ;which heuses more than clever thinking to get
out ofmost situations, along with some magic spells
he's learnt from his mentor Sephrenia, This is not a
good book for anyone whotsthe least bit squeamish,
as there is quite a lot of gore in it. I do not think this
book is suitable for anyone under the uge of 14. Don't
let this put you off though, There is something about
David Eddings’ writing that makes reading very easy
and usually light hearted. Scary in some places and
funny in others, the plot is interesting and engaging,
with twists and turns to keep you wanting to read
more and more, It makes you wishthat there were
more than three booksin the series. An all round good
read, I giveit 8 out of 10,
‘Samnuc! Edge (14)£6.99 ISBN 0-586-20372-9 Voyager

 



 

TheAlchemist by Paulo Coleho
There is enlightenment on every page. [ have read
this book 3 times already andstill find something
differentin it every time. It is such a simplestory of a
shepherd boy setting out to explore the world; finding
adventure on the way. Realising in the end that he
had to makethejourney back to his hometo find the
treasure that he had been searching for — as it was
there all the time. Weall have the treasure within us
but have to make the journey to realise that it was
there all the ume, A book I got from the library and
which I could read again and again and again.
Sheila Dicamcr

Finding Your Feet by Kay Challenor
Feather’s Flight (ane of the shart stories in the boak)
is about a pigeon tired ofliving thecity life, taking off
to find a differentlife. In the country, she swaps the
noise of the cars for thal of the dawn chorus, Tinding
her own peace she also finds contentment. There are
talking points related to the story's themes- this onc
being following dreams, being yourselfand being
happy.’ Written to explore social and moral values,it
does so in a lighthearted, fun way that is very easy to
understand by children ofall ages (even me at 43!!). [
have enjoyed sharing this book with my daughter and
hope that you will it enjoy it too. Based, I think, on
KSz2but my daughter is 12 and enjoys the stories. It is
for children 5 — 10.
Deborah and Sheila£8.00 ISBN 0-9544188-0-8 Kaiamea Press,
Mounts Lane, Newnham, Daventry, NNII 3ES
100 per cent Pig by Tanya Landman
Thisis a story abouta little girl who helps a pig
escape the meat factory. After escaping the lorry the
pig has lots of funmy adventures before finding his
way back home to the rare breeds farm. I thought this
book was really good, and suitable for children aged
6-10 years old.
Holly Mcintyre-Bhatty (7)
£4.99 ISBN. 0-7136-7248-X A & C Black

Shark Attack by Anthony Masters
A grippingthriller andpart ofa series called Predator.
They are out on a cruiser looking for whales, and see
a great white shark, The boy, Jack, is frightened of
sharks. Then a storm comes, The dad, who wants to
please everyone, wants to carry on but the boat's
captain says they must return, but the dad says no. So
they carry on and are shipwrecked with no food and
water in the middle of nowhere. Sharks attack them.
Itis a page turner. I could not putit down and would
recommend this book, but not to those who get scared
easily,
Ben Cromic (13)£4.99 ISBN 1-84121-906-1 Orchard Books
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Poppycock Tales by Harry E Baxter
Unfortunately this was not my sort of book. I can
anly give the book an overall mark of 3/10 because of
its writing style — long sentences and old fashioned
language. There were some funny bits, for example, in
‘The Mayor and the Seven Men ofPoppycock' when
all the men puttheir noses in the cow pat to solve a
counting sum. That was my favourite story, which |
would mark as 7/10. In every story the animals always
solve the problemsand secretly tell the mayor. The
names ofthe people weresilly, but if you understand
German some ofthe translations were funny. Some of
the stories had such a simpleplot. I am sure that some
children may enjoy the book ifit is read aloud with
expression, which my mum did with some ofthe
Stories,
Renate Brown(10)
£12.95 ISBN 1-85776-884-1 Book Guild
Freddy the Detective by Walier R Brooks
Freddy isn't your average pig. He rcads and he's made
loads of changes to the farm. He's risen to many jobs,
jobslike a politician, campaign manager, magician
and many more. In this book, Freddy is a master
detective, solving the “Case ofthe Armoured Train",
the “Case ofPrinny's Dinner” and the "Mysilery ofEgberi" while singing "Oh, Iam the King of
Detectives, And when I am outon the srail, All the
animalcriminals tremble, And the criminal animals
quail, For they know I'll trace ‘em And chase'em andplace 'em, Rehind the strong hars ofthe jail "This is
a fairly long story, but well worth the time. It was
ace!!! Excellent for 7 or above.
Oliver Landsbert, (9)
£12.99 ISBN 0-8795 1-809-XOverlook Press

The Tomten and the Foxadapted by Astrid Lindgreen
A beautifully illustrated tale adapted from an old
Swedish poem. The Tomten, who looksafter the farm
at night, meets a hungry fox and agrees to share his
supper with him if the fox promises to leave the hens
alone. A very gentle,friendly story. It is refreshing
that he understands that the fox 1s hungry and oceds to
eat ~ rather than the ‘nasty fox’ approach. The
children I have read this to lovedit.
Hilary Woolf with Isaac (5)
£8.99 ISBN 0-86315-154-XFloris

Surprise! Surprise! by Michael Foreman
This is a beautifully illustrated book about a Panda
and his birthday present for his mum, which finished
with a clever fold out page. Little Panda is scared of
the dark but overcomes this to keep his present hidden
from his mum. Although this was a pleasantread the
story line was a little unoriginal, The fold out page
also tore very quickly.
Sarah and Elsbeuh Beard (7)
£4.99 ISBN 1-84270-379-X Andersen

  



 

The Wizard's Web, Fractal Works Ltd.
‘The inventor ofthis board game, David Gibson,
struggled very badly with mathsas a child, Now a
lecturer, he has rethought the concept of‘number’ as itis traditionally taught, realising that children
recognise pattern and colour better than abstract
concepts such as numerals. Schools in New Zealand,
where he now lives, were enthusiastic about his
methods, which he turned into this board game. The
gameis for up to 4 players from age 5 (with help from
an adult). Using pattern, and coloured counters, it
teaches place value, groups of ten, and mathematical
operations with numbers up to 1000, in a way that
even youngchildren find easy and fun. There are
teacher's notes included for more complex maths
ideas. There is also a times tables CD-ROM based on
fractal patterns. Please note that prices on the website
are in NZ dollars — about 40p conversion rate.
Edana EdwardsFull demonstration al www.rainhowfigures. com
I Love My Mummyby Sebastien Braun
ISBN 0-9547373-1-8
1 loved the sentiment, with beautiful boldillustrations
forlittle oncs and with cnough contentfor discussion,
I liked the acknowledgementthat “munmy's work
really hard"! Only one line worried me “My muanmy
18 alwaystherefor me,"in our world full of
uncertainty your mummy loves you but may not
always be able to be there for you. Robyn said: “Very,
very good drawings, I liked the whole book The
Chipmunkpage was myfavourite” and Max said “I
like it. 1 like all the rabbits and there are lots of
different animals.”Jane with Robyn (7) and Max (4)
AND
I Love My Daddy hy Sebastien Braun
ISBN 0-9547373-2-6
"Ah look, Baby Bear and Daddy Bear" “Daddy loves
little bear and little bear loves Daddy". My two year
old got this book straight away - the pictures, the
words and the meaning. My suddenly mature older
boys were more suspicious in their reactions - though
I could see they kind ofliked it, but didn't want to
look un-cool. It is a great one for the under 4s (maybe
older ifyou homeschool’) Beautiful art work, a
simple yet alluring theme with some much needed
positive messages about dads and how great they are.
Only to be read in conjunction with I Love My
Mummy, however!
Hazel with Tristan (6), Haydn (5) and Ruby (2)
£10.99 each Boxer Books

A Heroes History of World War 2 1939-1945
Life on the Home Front
J think this book is very interesting. The illustrations
are good, and there are questions in boxes at the
bottom ofeach section which are there to help you
understand (he main points. I enjuyed the sections on

 

TheBattle of Britain (the planes are fantastic) and
TheBlitz. I would recommendthis book to anyone
interested in World War 2 as it is a useful
introduction,
JJ Legge (9)
£2.99 ISBN 0-9542102-9-8 Colour ofHistory
Mary’s Little Donkey and The Flight To Egypt
by Gunhild Sehlim
Thisis a delightful book thatretells the birth of Jesus
in a new and charming way, with a touch of jour
and an insight into the reality of the long journcy.It
tells of a stubborn donkey that is no use to anyone,
who becomesa willing worker under Mary’s care. It
tells ofhow the donkey carries Mary, with Joseph, to
Bethichem for the census, where Jesus is born. And
then oftheflight to Egypt to escape Herod, and the
joumey back to Nazareth. This book is not just one of
those to drag out for Christmas, but could be read all
year round. It saysitis for children aged 6-10, butI
found that it was quite childish at times and an
advanced reader of 10 would get very bored with it.
Dianc Cromic
£5.99 ISBN 0-86315-064-0 Floris Books

 

Monster School by Garry Kilworth
Tony is sent to boarding school for one term whilst
his parents are away in Canada Unfortunately,hisshort-sighted mother thinks she is sending him to the
‘best’ school and it turns out to be the ‘beast’ school. A
lively comic-style book full ofTommy's adventures
which starts offquite worryingly but naturally has a
happyending. Enjoyed by both boys. Part of the
‘Comix’ series.
Carole Yeomans with Jack (8) and Tuke (5)
£4.99 ISBN 0-7136-6098-8 A &C Black
Petar's Song
by Partima Michael and Caroline Rinch
This book arouses mixed emotions. You feel both sad
and happy. Petar loves his violin and plays
everywhere he goes. When war breaks out, Petar, his
mother, brother andsister have to leave home and go
to a safe town in another country leaving their father
behind. As refugees life is hard and Petar feels so sad
that he cannot play his violin, Will he ever play
again? It is a good storyline and you feel a lot of
sympathy for the children. The ending does leave you
feeling hopeful. Theillustrations are really beautiful
andlifelike. They feel so real that you feel you are
there. I would recommendthis book to others. It
makes you think about refugees and howthey live.
Karis Youngmsn (10)
£5.99 ISBN 0-7112-2078-6 Frances Lincoln
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Positive Childhood: Educating Young
Citizens, by MildredMasheder
This is @ practical guide to finding ways of enabling
children to live happy, caring and positivelives.
Mildred Masheder approaches communication skills,
creativity and play, and peaceful conflict resolution
with great clarity and sense, She focuses on positive
reinforcement: "[Children] can easily get the wrong
messages ifwe seem to be everlastingly correcting
them rather than respondingpositively and approving
oftheir efforts." The book is mainly geared towards
school-type groups but there are lots ofideas for
games and activities, designed to nurture children's
confidence, cooperation with others and being at
peace with themselves, which could be used in
familics or home-cd groups. It should definitely be on
the “essential readinglist" tor anyone working with
children,Inspirational!
Merayiah Aitwood
£9.99 ISBN 1-85425-0949 availablefrom the author
020 7435 2182
Blitz Baby by Theresa Tomlinson
Atthe start of the story, the main character (Jamie)is
fecling rather miscrable. He is having to spend the
night before Christmas sleeping on the sofa because
his grandad, Jim, is staying with Jamie's family over
the holiday, Even worse, Jamie's grandad has brought
a special decoration for the family's Christmas tree -
the Blitz Baby. Jamie doesn't wantthe "tatty thing”
on his sparkling tree and, during the night, takes it off
thetree andfalls asleep with it under his pillow on the
sofa. That is when strange things begin to happen -
Jamie suddenly hears a voice shouting that he needs to
get down to the cellar; but there isn't a cellar in
Jamie's house!! The story continues with Jamie's
dream (or is it really a dream?) as the city of Sheffield
is bombed by the Germans,I really cnjoyed the
story. It wasn't difficult to read; in fact, [ read it in
just a few nights! I think it is suitable for readers aged
from about 7 to 10 as the print is large and the story isfairly short.Deimiol Murphy (10)
£8.99 ISBN -1-84362-264-5 Orchard Books

Rocky and ToppyAll At Sea
by Marjorie Holstead
The consensus of opinion was that this was a less than
inspiring read. Anty said “You should certainlyjudge
this book by its cover. The jackel was unappealing as
were the black and white illustrations inside. Rocky
and Toppy are on two separate journeys lookingfor
eachother, having lois ofunexciting adventures
along the way. here are too many different
characters that made 11 difficult and confusing to
undersiand. The bastc idea is simple but il pust
doesn't work well. | think it's a bookyou should
definitely put down!" As parents we found the story
unengaging and lacking somewhat in coherence. It
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was a laborious read that was completed only to fulfil
the obligation of reviewingit. In all honesty we would
havedifficulty recommendingthis even in library
selection.
Julie and Paul Randall with Amy (8) and Isabel (7)
£10.95 ISBN 1-85776-8337 Book Guild
NB: Prices quoted are the publishers’ recommended
retail prices (rrp). Shop around for lower prices - try
discount book shops, mail order discount book clubs and
the internet. Contact details from publishers are set out
below but many titles can be ordered from your local
book shop. The Book People (tel 0870 6077780or visit
www.the bookpeople.co.uk) is a good, economical source
for books. It is NOT a book club and you order whatyuu like, whea you like (x1 prices well beluw publisher's
rrp). Postage / packing is usually free on order over £25
but if you are ordering fess tell them you are home
educating and you will be able to get a discountrate,
Many local EO groups have meetings where books and
other resources are swapped or sold. Don't forget you
can usually pick up cheap books at car boot sales,
jumble sales etc. and the library is a free resource.reviewwouldemail(Seecontact
CONTACTSA & Black 01480 212666Andersen Prass 020 7840 8701

www.andersenpress.co.ukBook Guild 01273 472534
www.the bookguildco.ukBoxer Rooks20 7490 9614
www.boxerbooks.comColour ofHistory 01347 824459
www.colourhistory.comes0115 925 7261

orgiedhereticsFloris (BootSource) ‘0870 240 3182
wwwflorisbooks.co.uk

Frances Lincoln 020 7284 4009wwwfranceslincohi.comMilet Publishing 020 7603 5477
www.miletcomUrchard Books 01903 828800
www. wattspublishing.co.uk

Overlook?’ress /Duckworth 020 7490 7300Usborne 020 7430 2800
www.ushorne.com

STOPThe complete guide to reading for both parent and
child in one volume, using a phonetic approach,

Detailed advice for parents,lively text and wonderful
itustrations, engaging for children and

easy to follow, Widely used over the years by manyhome educating families.
DIRECT£15 including p&p for the reader and exercise pack.
Cheques payableto ‘Education Otherwise’to:
M, Frampton, 70 Fosseway Avenue, Moreton in

Marsh, Glos. GL56 0EA
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WILDERNESS CAMPING IN WEST WALES
Weare an EO family running a conservation project

and campsite in wild wooded nver valley with
waterfalls and pools to swim in, network of footpaths
and 4 miles from Surf beach. £3 pp (children free)
Includes firewood, spring water and earth loos

Contact 01239 615634
 

 TUTORING FOR HOME EDUCATED CHILDRENAge 5-12 years(Qualified teacher who enjays home educating own child )
Maths and English — covers National Curriculum

HAPPY, RELAXED ENVIRONMENT
Reward based system.Leicestershire, S. Derbyshire and Staffordshire

|Close to M1, M42 and ASO Tel Tam on 01530 223407  

 

  
distance ming tuition for dy:

children and adults
Improve spelling, reading and wniting.

| One to one feedback and support throughout| Emphasis on developing underlying visual and
|

 

auditory sialis, including memory
Expenence with Aspergers, Dyspraxia, ADHD.

www.dyslexia-lessons.com
Please phonefor a brochure 01536 $10379____ SarahAblitt BA (Hons) PG Diploma SpLD __|= — =  
 

OXBRIDGE ENTRANCE: THE REAL RULES

£10.99 FROM BOOKSTORES OR
WWW.TELLBOOKS.COM

MATHS2XL SPECIAL OFFER.
Designed for individuals outside school, Maths2XL

is the mosteffective maths teaching software
available today.

With 482 Audio/Visualtutonals, accompanying
worksheets, automatic marking and Summary,
acclaimed by EO members as the best

maths programme EVER.
Call Alan on 01670 505888 to secure the Home
Schooling discounted price of £80 per CD-ROM,

Ref:HSPR113.
 

  
Sixth Studland Bay Camp, Dorset

 

|
Chrystia and Keith welcome all home ed families. |

| Area of great natural beauty - pine forests, lowland heath,
| 4 miles from sea, nature reserve,bird sanctuary, Dorset |
steam railway nearby - to beach at Swanage. Free outings} to Corfe Castle. Cycleways andpaths through woods and

to the sea Largefield backed by pine woods, steam
| Access full facilines at adjoining Burnbakecampsite

Weprovide canoes, cargo net, rope swings, craft
materiats, marquee, fire barrets off the ground.

| Bring bikes, drums, other instruments. Someacapella/gospel singing and peace dancing| Teenagers must be accompanied by family
|
|

Cost for whole camp £100 a family (concessions
and a half-camp rate available).
Information and booking: Keith and

Chrystia, 020 8776 8597; 75 Kent House Road.Sydenham, SE26 SLJ.

 

 
The Dire Tribe

Building Community through sharing skills,
creativity and celebration

BEAUTUFUL NATURAL CANVAS BELL
TENTS FOR SALE FROM £350

May 27-30: Dance, Sing and Drum: with
experienced teachers
July 23-30: Family Fun; creativity, games.
circus skills
July 31-Aug 6 Community: Eco-Activism and
Celebration
Sept 23-25: End of Summer Celebration;
marking the Equinox
selmakhan@onetel.com tel: 01653 693690

www. thediretribe.com   
Services and products advertised on this page have not been endorsed by Education Otherwise.
EO does not make recommendationsabout any tutors or youth leaders, whether members of the

association or not. Use of people in any suchrole, whetherpaid or unpaid, remains the
responsibility of the parents.34

 

 



Regional Diary
All regular meetingslisted below are included
automatically in every issue, please reduce your
details to minimum.
New members attendingtheirfirst meeting
should phoneto check it is happening as shown.
CHANGESBYLETTER OR EMAIL PLEASE-to:
EDANA EDWARDS,(see inside front cover for
addresses) by 10th of month preceding
publication. or byphone to Jo, 01392 438876
ENGLAND
BATH H.E.L-P. group meets regularly for outings andactivities. Contact: Louise Jensen 01761 472568
jensen-thomas@clara.co.uk
BEDFORDSHIRE For events programme inBedfordshire contact June McDonald on 01234 341375
email info@Bedford-Home-Ed.org.uk "Countries"
theme for first-half of summer term; "Human Body" forsecond, Lots of Art, Craft, Pottery and
Sculpture sessions with a geographical and anatomical
focus, workshops and visits including Science
Museum,an India Day and a Spanish Day,plus a
session at a University Biology Department. Also regular
swimming, multisports, gym, chess club, carpentry
group, GCSE groups, etc. Website: www. Bedford-
Home-Ed.org.uk
BERKSHIRE emailing list for home educators in
Berkshire and surrounding areas for events/activities
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BerkshireHomeEducators
“*NEW* Camp Mohawk Home Education Centre 4 daysper week — workshops;lessons; other activities; also for
Local NL/What's on Contact: Dawn 01628 783107
thirdEye1 @compuserve.com Or New Web Site forBerkshire www.homeeducators.co.uk
Reading: Mondays, 10am - 12no0n swimmingat Central
Pool,lots of teenagers Contact: Lynn 0118 972 1420
Thursdays, 5.30-7pm.Activities for teens inci. video
Production, mixing decks, web design etc., Emailbecky.h@nthworld.com for more information
Caversham Fridays 12 - 5pm social, all ages, sep. rm 4
teens in hall with park outside and woods. £2/ family.
Pangbourne (near) Monthly, 2nd Tuesday, 11am - 6pm
chat and play, Adventure playground, animals. £3/famity
Also activities 4 teens. Contact Lynda 0118 961 4466 or
Gail 01628 483895 or email hitchmans@ntworld.com
Bracknell Weds termtime,ice-skating at John Nike
Leisure Centre, 2-4pm, £1.50 show EO card at
reception. Contact: Angela 0118 9661331 (weekends
onty) or Edwina, email: wgodfrey@netcomuk.co.ukBurghfield CommonThurs termtime Swimming at
Willink Leisure Centre 1.30-3pm. Contact Angela (see
Bracknell)
WindsorLeisure Centre, Fridays term time, organised
sports session 5 yrs up, 11am-noon. Contact Muriel
01628 664939
Windsor Leisure Centre, Fris termtime, family swim
12.30. contact Angela or Edwina (ses Bracknell)
Lambourn. Weekly meeting on a farm for crafts,cooking and nature walks, group based on respect for
each other and our world and an unhurried childhood.
Contact: Tracey or Roge 01793 610448
roge.tracey@virgin.net
BRISTOL Thursdays meeting at St Paul's Adventure
Playground; Spanish, Science and Pottery happening on
a regular basis. Contact lan or Silke 0117 9412707
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Email list for Bristol and areas at:http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BristolHomeEducation
Also local group website for more information about homeeducation in Bristol: www.bristothomeeducation.org.ukBUCKS Newsletter for Bucks/Northants Contact:Georgeanne on01908 662256.
Milton Keynes home educators network extends a
warm welcome to all (wherever you live): activities,socials and support. Local Contact Georgeanne Scott01908 662256 or www.mkhen,co.uk(and another Milton Keynes HE group ...)
MKHE- Milton Keynes Home Educators,friendly group
welcomesall, lots going on, arts + crafts, socials, outings,
chess club, sports, open afternoons, themed activities
etc, monthly newsletter + online discussion room contact
Georgina 01908 371945
www.miltonkeyneshomeeducation.co.uk
South Bucks: meetingsforcraft, activities, play,
speakers, drama,trips etc.
Contact: Jackie 01753 886924
CAMBRIDGESHIRE Cambridge regular meetings andoutings. Contact: Penny 01223 526441
penny.k@ntworld.com
Alconbury monthly activities run by Christian group.All
welcome Contact; Audrey Hull 01480 219881
Peterborough weekly meetingsfor art, craft, science,
swimming, sports, play and visits.Contact: Sarah 01733
265043 sarah.lambert7@ntiworld.com
Cambridge/Norfolk border:
North C: ire: Fortnightly at March.
Contact Jane 01354 677869 or Sarah 01354 688245
Email: Pat Northcambs@chauntryhouse.fsnet.co.uk
North Cambridgeshire Contact Jane 01354 677869.
CHESHIRE South Cheshire and North Staffsnewsletter for local social and educational events.Contact Carrie: 01782
788 720. Email: home.ed@ntworld.com
AND(see also DURHAM)Tel: Lynsey Hutchby 01642 800940 |.hutchby@tesco.net
CORNWALL Small School for HE children age 5 -10.
Menheniot, Thurs term time. Led by qualified teacher. £5
per child/session payable half termly. Contact Kath Revell
(01752 851091) or Michelle Virgo (0845 3305034),
Sci/History Wkshp. Menheniot, 2nd Monday of month.
For ages 6 -13. Theme for Spring is colour. £5 perchild/session - book in advance - Contact KatinkaSoetens (01208 813490).
Forest School. Last Monday of month, Pensitva. Contact
Ruth Cuillin (0845 4560247).
Free events sheets every two months via Email or SAEs.Contact: Anna Wheeler, Cambrose Farm, Redruth, TR16
4HT 01209 890378
email:Annawheeler@cambrose.fsnet.co.uk
Local information on our local home ed website:
Homeedinkemow.tripod.com
CUMBRIA Informal gatherings for socialising, supportand activities. Cumbria Otherwise Newsletter,for full
details of events throughout the county contact Martin,
01539 732918 email cumbria.otherwise@dsl.pipex.com
Kendalaltermate Mondays Endmoor Village Hall
1-4pm,Contact Jo Collier 01539 667005.
Penrith altemate Tuesdays Castletown Community
Centre 1.30-3.30 Contact: Sarah Cook 01768 896019DERBYSHIRE Chesterfield home ed group, meets
Weds - NEWlarger premises. Agerelated activities.Contact Yvonne 01246 555645 or Sian 01246 473902.

 

 



 

““NEW"Derby Group, 4th Thurs of month.
Contact Andy 01332 752998 or andy@derbyhe.co.uk
SouthDecoyW.Leics/E. Staffs :regular meetings, socialising and days out.Contact: Julie 01283 760800DEVON Devon Newsletter,full details of events
throughout the County: £3.00 for 6 months by post. E-
mail copies free: news@ed-he.org.uk or 01297 625439
National Trust (Devon)- free membership/entry to NTsites to all Devon EO members for pre-booked
“echicatonst ene: Card held by Moira Kneale on 01395
27
Exeter: Tuesdays, Free Range Leaming, something forall ages:10 -12.30amYoga, Maths, , swimming,
free play indoors and out. Plus1.30 - 3.30pm, A varied
arts programme provided by Magic Carpet, Wren Trust
etc.including Drama,Craft + Musical activities. Bring
packed lunch & stay all day,further details
Annie 01392 434167
Thursdays,fortnightly Eo socialeste, 2-4pm,Exeter, on altemate weeks, contact Louise on
07745 481317 Crediton, meetings,etKathy 01363 82401
Pottery - held in pottery workshop with kiln etc,
11am contact Neil 01363 82314 or Annie 01392 434167East and Mid Devon:Local Contact Becca 01404549479 Lots of varied activities — full details in Devon
newsletter (above)
North Devon Local Contact: Amanda 01237 422403
Bideford area Fortnightly social meetings on Tuesdays.
Ring Louise 01237 441786 or Amanda (above)South Devon Local Contact Bridget 01803 862158
Loads of activities for ail ages — full details in Devon
newsletter (see above)Youth Club at Buckfastleigh (& alternate weekly outings)
Thursday 12 to 3pm contact Corrine 01626 368044
Lyme Regis, Axminster, Bridport, Chard
nee Habiba 0845 4582984 (local rate)
legular meetings on Thursdays, Contact:
v01297 443816 or Karen 01460 30461
DORSET Regular meetings, keep in touch. Contact
Christine
01258 880355 or Rosemary 01747 853593Boumemouth area:local website www.he-ed.org.uk
Meeting every Monday for crafts, games, play etc.
Friendly, welcoming group. Contact: June
01202 827945 bugchick@btinternet.com
PURHAM Durham based weekly meeting contact Juliet
01207 544473 or Beth 07719530472. Thereis a yahoo
chat group at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/durhamhome_ed.
Tojoin e-mail s.waynforth@btopenworld.com.
ESSEX**NEW* Chelmsford meetings - monthly,third
Thursday 1-4pm,
various activities. Sally@brisley.freeserve.co.ukChelmsford ice skating - Riverside, Fridays 3.30 - Spm.
Colchester - Bowling and swimming monthly - also
informal meetings fortnightly. debbie-m@lineone.net or
0778 6570870Southend - informal meetings monthly,first Mondays.
paul.nadine@blueyonder.co.Sete 01702 319682
Tiptree - monthly meetings - last Tuesday of month 2pm
= 5pm. Contact Julie email: julie.ashton@ntworld.com
New Teens Group - meeting monthly - various venues
across Essex. Sally@brisley,freeserve.co.ukAround Essex Educational visits twice monthly, Thurs.

TulGatls Of ol Exaex groupe Sit vieneEee
available at meetings - or for more info contact
epicycle@wavy.org or 07802 630696.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE Monitty socalmecerigt open toall, Regular workshops and outings. Website:http://members.lycos,co.uk/GlosHomeEducators/index.htmi also Email list for eventsand forum for discussions,

Caroline 01242 890351 cambrose@ieee.org
Beverley 01242 524091 or Mhairi 01452 384104.
Gloucester meetings & swimming. Contact Dawn01452 540019 dawnandmike@biueyonder.co.uk
or Tracy 07941 612092

For contact:
DianeLovett@blueyonder.co.uk or phone 01454 853455 .
HAMPSHIREACTIVEO: 5 events a week within 20 miles of Petersfield.All welcome. 01428 712394 www.activeo,co.ukFAREGOS HE Group meet weekly at Holbrook, Gosport,
for swimming or skating, weekly in Fareham for crafts
and other activities. Other outings on an ad hoc basis.
Friendly, welcoming group. Contact Gayle 01329 823112or Ros 01329 516482 or Email for more detailsgayle@timica.com
North Hampshire: Friendly group for chikdren aged 0-13meets Wednesday afternoons. Regular themed
Basingstoke plusactivities in Hants and Wilts borders. Contact Carol 01264
357650 email eo@azakit.com
Farmnhami/Aldershot Friendly group for under 10s,
weekly . Contact Emma
01483 426277 ‘emmajeavons@supanetcom
“NEW Romsey/New Forestarea,fortnightly — details
email Karen Robinson on btinternet.com

(see also N.London)Events List for Herts Home Educators please email
karen.bartiett1 @tesco.net
St Albans, Social group meeting at Sandridge village hall,1- 3pm, 2nd and 4th Thurs. Carolyn 01727 851073

Lessons at Stevenage Swimming Pool, every
Thursday 10.30am, term time. All ages and abilities.
£1.40 per session. Contact Barbara on 01707 891021 or
email: babs.mcdonald@ntiworld.com
OF“NEW"*isie of Man Home Education
Network. Meet monthly for themed activities. Web Group
Address:http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/hen-iom/
email hen-iom@manx.net

Contact Shara 01983 562313 .
Isle of Wight Learning Zone workshops, social events andnewsletter, contact Sue 01983 241095 fordetails. |1.W.E.O.group:craft sessions,visits, swimming,theatre, |
picnics, barbecues, mutual support, especially older EO |
kids but new members and visitors always welcomed. >
Contact Jude 01983 531680KENT Wealden Home Ed website:
www.when.omnia.co.uk and email group:
wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork@yahoogroups.com
**NEW*East Kent including Dover, Cantertury and all
surrounding areas - East Blean HE Group. Meets
alternate Thursdays for social and activities, £2.50 perfamily. Contact Wendy 01227 463077 or Heather at

|
|\|

x6
 



 

he@simonandheather.fsnet.co.uk“"NEW"*Ash, Sandwich, Dover, Canterbury, Ramsgate
and surrounding areas Contact Leanne 01304 814498
"NEW"iste of Thanet Contact: Vanda 01843 842629
Medway towns Contact: Bridget 01634 234938
Bromley Contact: Claire 0181 460 7347
Claire@wadefamily99.freeserve.co.uk
Tunbridge Wells group meet every Monday from 10-4
for Tae Kwan Do,art and crafts, & many otheractivities.
Contact Kim 01892 863941
French for beginners through songs and games. Yogafor children. Contact: Katherine 01892 863958
“*NEW"Edenbridge: Family Learning every Tues 11-1pm
Group meetfortnightly afterwards. Swimming,
workshops, museums etc on other Tuesdays.
Contact Tracey for details on 01732 700477
LANCASHIRE Regular events on Fyide coast - contact
Tracy on 01253 858840
Blackbur Ice Rink monthly - contact Jackie on 01695
424220
Botany Bay - contact Angela 01204 659634/Jackie
01204 361072
Badminton/Swimming/Preston - contact Angela/Jackie
Old Cobblers 23rd March/all ages children - contact Pam
01706 215585 davidandpam@ntiworld.com
For comprehensivelist of monthly events please email
Pam at davidandpam@nttworld.com or send SAE to 2Melia Close, Rossendale,Lancs, BB4 6RQ.
™NEW"Pendie and Craven Group
Meet once a month in Carleton (near Skipton) for music
and dance etc. For info call Judith on 01756 791356
LEICESTERSHIRE Frequent meetingsforplay,craft,walks, hanging out, singing, swimming, science, skatingand much more.Contact : Lise 0116 242 5802
LINCOLNSHIRE website: www.activelincs.org.ukActivelincs Home Education Group- for a
newsletter and list of regional events call:
Donna 01472 752507 or Helena 01724
720595 or Tessa 01522 790452
Variety of informal events and get-togethers. Contact
Christine 01507 338070,christinehalse1@yahoo.co.uk
“NEW S Lincs Regular meetings & activities,
swimming etc, Contact Lorraine 0845 458 3004
LONDONBromley/Croydon Chrysalis group meets most
Tuesdays in Bromley also other activities + outings,
contact Jenny 0208 654 3972 or Mish 0208 289 5886 or
email chrysalishomeed@yahoogroups.com
Clissold Park. Tuesdays . All welcome.
Contact: Charlotte 0207 254 0419
Dulwich, Woodland Club, Wednesdays.
Activities/social, ages 7-16, contact Jo 0208 693 5066ForestHill, all day meetings for age 11 plus, contact
Denise 020 8699 6866
**NEW*Grove Park group meets every other Friday.
music group, archery,crafts, volleyball, football, table
tennis and opento any ideas.
Contact: Beverly Meekings 0208 312 2160
Kidbroke rollerblading Contact: Fiona 020 6852 9756
bettlesiake@clara.net
Lewisham Thursdays 11-1 then to park afterwards
Contact: “NEW*Jemima 0208 2975672
jemimacornish@tiscali.co,uk
New Cross, term time swim on Tuesdays at 12.30,
contact Denise 020 8699 6866Sydenham contact Chrystia + Keith 020 8776 8597
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NW London Otherwise Club Contact: Leslie 020 8959
0893 Harrow meetingsfortnightly on Fridays
Stanmore events on Tues and Wednesdays. Programme
available from Vivienne, emait
timsharkey@aol.com or tel. 0208 954 1885
or Vicki on Aceva@btinternet.com
N London Hornsey Home Educators Club
(currently under 10s, meetfor arts, crafts, drama, games
etc) Thursdays 11.00-12.30 contact: Tina 0208 340 4212
N London Barnet Group, meets Mondays, contact
Mirelle 0208 449 7868, email lance.e@virgin.net or
Lynda 0208 368 9046.
West London (and Middlesex) Home Ed group meets
every Tuesday for varied educational and social activities
and visits. Contact Betsy 020 8993 0677 or
betsyhomeed@yahoo.com. Also contact Betsy (EO West
London Local Contact) to join WestLondonHomeEd
yahoo group. Also Wednesdays 12-2.30 pm,fortnightly
during termtime. Good-sized meeting place, with pool
table, soft play room, outdoor play area, equipped for all
ages. Optional organised activity for part of the session.
Welcomingall for fun, friendship and support. Please
ring: Alison 0208 56 99398 or Kathryn 0208 566 0543 or
email Alison@rothwell1973.fsnet.co.uk or
kathrynvgtynn@hotmail.com
West London (Chiswick & Ealing) home education
group now meeting every Tuesday. Outdooractivities
throughout the Spring / Summer, Warmer/ dryeractivities
every Tuesday during the restof the year. Forfull details
and moreinformation about winter activities, contact
Naomi 020 8567 7589 or naomisandler@yahoo.co.uk.
Also contact for details of yahoo group membership for
discussion and infomation about events throughoutarea.
MANCHESTER Monthly formal art lessons at StockportArt Gallery £1.50.
Also Monthly meeting at Stockport library
E-mail young writers group Ed Wilson
wilson-net@lineone.net
MADCOWnewssheet, send SAEs: Gill Wilson,
20 Brook Rd, Heaton Chapel, Stockport SK4 5BZ
Computing Skills 1st and 2nd Sats at Moores family
home, limited places, Contact: Karen 01204 573136
NORFOLK. “NEW**Norwich area - Free Wheelforunder 10s- activity group Wedsfortnightly. Details tel:
01603 478402
Yoga BugsFri fortnightly, Contact Salty 01603 279832
Free e-maillisting of events for Norfolk available from
Ali Willer at simon.whitehall@tesco.net or ring 01603
401020.
Norfolk/Suffolk border*NEW™ Steiner style grp for the
under 7s. Craft activities and peaceful, imaginative play.
Contact Hilary 01508 518870
Swimming, indoor sports/play at Leisure Centre,Thetford.
Term-time Thurs 2.30 — 4.30 Contact Fay 01953 681785
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE Foremail updates ofactivities
and outings send your email address to
northantshomeed@aol.com or tel: Jane 01234 326479,
Wantto gettogether with other local home ed teens?
Please contact Lynne Stewart 01604 454240
andrew.stewart77@ntl.como
http://groups.msn.com/EducationOtherwise
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE Weekly meetings. Forfull list,
Contact: Wendy 0115 9114312 or Louise 01773 780634

Group meets alternate Thursdays for
structured timetable of activities. Children split into 3 age
groups 0 - 4, 5-7 and 8+. Workshopsinclude - singing,

  



 

cooking, crafts, science, history,literacy, sport,
watercolour painting and lots more. Regular visitors to
the group bring subjects we can't cover as individuals
and we go on lots of trips. Contact Wendy 01865 514973
SHROPSHIRE Activities and outings Contact: Val01952 502225
South Shrops. reguiar meetings every Tuesday,outingsand workshops: Carolyn 01588 680503
SOMERSETFrome andgridbeyond (FAB)hare ecueslors Support
group. Social gatherings, outings and newsletter.Contact: Sally 01749 841554, Helen 01373 465260
Wiveliscombe/Tauntonarea - regular get-togethersand outings: Maggie 01984 624651.
Wells and Glastonbury Area Regular social meetings ,
weekly swimming, outings and nature activities.Contact
Lesley 01749 689241, Tanya 01458 834871 or Steph01749 812959
Somerset North - Regular get-togethers andactivities Contact Vicky 01275 848425
Stafford every 2nd and 4th in village hall forgames craft etc. 12-3.30 Contact Jane 01283 820642jane@jacksiane62.freeserve.co.ukor Theresa 01889 563052
North Staffs and South Cheshire newsletter for local
social and educational events. Contact Carrie: 01782
788 720 Email: home.ed@ntworkd.com
Fatatomrey oue Tonal forsiarty #} town conte,

for socialising, outings, sports etc.Karen01304 270117 WeseQeehenco.uk
North Suffolk nr Lowestoft — Weds pm - £2.50 per
famity. Christine 01502 519649 or Jackie 566266“NEW**Suffolk/Norfolk border Steiner style grp for the
under 7s. Craft activities and peaceful, imaginative play.Contact Hilary 01508 518870
Woodbridge, Foxburrow Farm, Once a month, activitiesorganised by Suffolk Wildlife Trust
Wetherden meetings every 3rd Friday 10.30-2.00
£3 per family, shared lunch: Details from Heather Ward,01953 688 128
SURREY
Banstead base but everyone is welcome. Weekly
meetings/activities. Contact Sue 01737 556683orLindsay 01306 501229
near Cobham just off A3 - Learning Group for parents &
children 0 ~ 7,in 26 acres of private woodland, based on
pcgahrelmlgre-spalerser|fheproblem solving. Fos more catalscontact Ractioe
Trachsel.underwoodor phone 01932 706191
Gulidford area: Theatre bookings: Tisha 01483 898575.
‘Skating during term time Friday 1-4: Rachel 01483
585703 (no Sunday calls please) Under 10s: Nicky01483 232080
Dostsogeeigats scea.Contact: Helen Burnett 01737
FarhamiAserehict Friendly group for under 10s,

Ror: Sierrey Herne Ed group imests up i Croydon
SorAge range from 2-15, small group, looking togrow. Details, contact Karen:
karen_wilkins@hotmail.com
or Viv: viv@madtoyman.fsnet.co.uk
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SUSSEXWealden Home Ed website:www.when.omnia.co.ukalso email group:
wealdenhomeeducatorsnetwork@yahoo.groups.Local Contact: Isobel 01403 261178 (W.Sx)
Winnie Durdant-Hollamby 01342 826087 (E.Sx)
Many events and activities throughout the County.
Monthly newsletter gives full details: £8pa or £4 sixmonths, For NL contact Tula 01323 648127, emailasanababy@aol.com
Orring oneof the following local events organisers:Lewes: Syivia on 01273 474375, Hope 01273 401594 or
Jan 01273 514528
Lindfield EO Friday club: Liz 01444 414058
Hastings HEDGE Group: Rachel 01424 422178, Emily
01424 719570 or Ali 01424 814175
Brighton: Kathy 01273 685674, Lucy 01273 204764 orJim 0779188343Eastbourne Home-EdClub: Tula 01323 648127 email
asanababy@aol.com

Beach: *NEW*Avis 01273 542589or 0770 3647954Forest Row Area: Winnie 01342 826087Petersfield ACTIVEO:5 events a week within 20 miles,All welcome. 01428 712394 www. activeo.co.uk
“NEW"St Leonarda/Hastings call Jenny 01424 434953for an informal chat/meeting

TYNE&WEARandNORTHUMBERLAND : Regular,
frequent and varied activitiesAge range from 1 to 17yrs.New members welcome. Website:

ed_tyneandwearhttp:/fuk.groups.yahoo. x
Music- Rosemary 0191 2853707 or

jicom43netpaul@thenewsNational Trust & English Heritage Visits - Deborah 01434874713 Woodland visits - Juliet 01207 544473 orablettjules@tesco.net
WARWICKSHIRE Usually 2 Thursdays a month; atWoiston or and for an outing in the area.Contact: Helen Hall 01926 771958
MIDLANDS Meetings, trips out, activities etc areheid throughout each month at a variety of locations allover the West Midlands. The newsletter HELM lists
many of them. HELM is available free by email or by post
for a small charge and covers HErelated articles and
events throughout the West Midlands and surrounding
areas , Contact: Joy Beasley 0121 585 6450
JoyBeasley@bbunch..freeserve.co.uk
unrBeccy 01985 840174
Warminster meeting each at Tropical Park,
Woodcock Road from 2.30pm, Beccy 01985 840174
Sallabury meeting every Tuesday afternoon,for detailscontact Vicky 01722 324863
Swindon Swimming every Monday term time 1.30onwards phone Susan: 01666 510217 07801734044or Mandy: 01793 644472
ice Skating 2nd and 4th Wednesday 10am-12pm,
optional lesson. phone Susan,
Swindon meeting: informal get together 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays mm phone Shena: 01793 334673 or
Mandy. 2nd Friday of the month 12.30-2.30 phone
Eleanor: 01793 616854
Pottery 1st Friday of the month 11am-2pm in Lamborne.Phone Jane: 01380 860969
Join emaillist at: http://groups.yahoo.com/NWilts_HE/
Devizes: Last Thursday of month 11.30-2.30 activities,
support, socialising. Tel: Janet 01249 818672 email:

com

 



Janet@eidekvist.com Or tel: Jane: 01380 860969
Local Contact - Rachel 01527597808

Meetings, events,trips out etc happening all through the
month throughout the county.
Meetings - Karen Raybould 01527 835384Meetings - North Worcs/Kidderminster - Gail Tutcher101562 822034 gail@tqmi.co.uk
YORKSHIRE
Regular meetingsand visits. Alison 01405 769902YORKSHIRE Regular meetings and outings.Contact Karen 01904 400317 kkarensandy@aol.com
“NEW on Wednesdays nearMatton - contact
Tess on 01947825772 or tess@chrisgeall.com
™NEW"Pendie and Craven Group
Meet once a month in Carleton (near Skipton) for musicand dance etc. For info call Judith on 01756 791356YORKSHIRE “*NEW** Bradway, Mondaysfortnightly 1-4Activities /play for 0-8s but older siblings
welcome. £1 per family. Contact Barbara 0114 235
3224, Jax 01246 430616or Kirsty 01709 865721Regular meetings for arts/crafts, visits, swims, hangingout and more. Contact: Jo 01709 820866Denise 01226 733478 Gary 0114 2585702.
Tuesdays 12-3 term time at Highfield Adventure
Playground. Free entry, small contribution for craft
materials. Off London rd/Abbeydale rd. Contact:Annette 0114 2583502 or Fiona 0114 22751142
YORKSHIREBradford: Bradford Environmental Community Project
(1st Monday of month) at Carlisle Road Business
Centre, Bradford. Contact Niki (01274) 583164.
Badminton, football and table tennis (every Monday
except 1st and lastin the month) at Manningham Sport
Centre, Carlisle Road, Bradford. Contact Gillian (01274)
586148. Tenr-pin bowling (last Monday of month) at
Hollywood Bowl, Contact Sarah (01484) 361208.
Ice skating (every Friday) at the Ice Arena, Bradford.
Contact Anne (01274) 875357.
Leeds: Ten-pin bowling (2nd Monday of month)at
Hollywood Bowl, Leeds. Contact Sarah (01484) 361206.
“Wednesday Club* (every Wednesday) at West Park
Centre, Headingley, Leeds. Contact Sarah as above.
For list of local Museurvplaces of interest and Theatre
trips, please contact Sarah (01484) 361206 or e-mail
si.marshall@nthworid.com .
Halifax: Gymnasium, Heath Training Centre, Free
School Lane, every Monday except bank hols. 12 noon -
3pm. Meeting: Free-range activities + exchange of
friendship and support for home educating children and
parents.. Contact: Gill Kilner 01422 311876, email:
GillKilner@aol.com
“NEW*"Pendie and Craven Group. Meet once a month
in Carleton (near Skipton) for music and dance etc. For
into call Judith on 01756 791356
Huddersfield:Swimming (every Wednesday - term time
excapt 2nd Wednesday of month) at Huddersfield
Sports Centre. Contact Tracy (01484) 317176.
“*NEW*Huddersfield monthly meeting (2nd Wednesday
of month - except Feb when on 2nd Friday of month)atPaddock Scout Hut, West View Rise, Paddock. Contact
Helen (01484) 841041 or Jane (01484) 645034.
“Lunch and Chat” (last Thursday of month)at Civic
Centre, Huddersfield. Contact Tracy (01484) 317176.
Art Workshop (last Thursday of month) at Huddersfield
Art Gallery. Contact Jane (01484) 645034
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SCOTLAND
ARGYLLHorses Group - Monthly meetings and. All welcome. Contact
SonneO1888 822034 or Debra 01631 730469 email:
debra@celtic-soul-music.com

home ed group
planning monthly meetings. Contact: Jean 01387 820374
or Debbie 01848 600348
EIEE Friday fortnightly meetings,activities and social
get-togethers. All welcome. Contact: Nicola 01334478530 nicola, com
HIGHLANDS meetings Fortnightly meetings inInverness, plus occasional outings.All welcome.
Contact: Rebecca 01687 482772 or Alison 01483
232571 alison@sauer.demon.co.uk
IRVINE For details of regular and one-off activities
please contact: Rhona 01294 273644
or Shirley 01563 540063or Vivien 01563 537428fortnightly
group for meetings and outings. Ann 0131 556 6271 or<ann.samuettili@bi .C0.Uk>
or Jane 01835 863 118.
WALES
WALESSouth Wales Home Educators NetworkWeekly meetingsin Liantrisant and Swansea, Home
Leamer’s days at local museums, e-mail support list, plus
trips, parties and get-togethers, For information and
support e-mail: contactSWHEN@sol.com orbev1.french@bti .com or contact Louise 01443
231362 (Llantrisant), Bev 02920 797628 (Cardiff), Juliet
01639 760987 (Port Talbot), Amanda 01792 862305
(Swansea) or see www.swhen.netfirms.comEO swim & sauna: Haverfordwest
pool, Dew St. 3pm at main reception,fortnightly. Call tocheck dates. Contact: Yvette 0845 458 9251CARDIGAN area social meetings and outings on
Mondays - Contact: Yvette 0845 458 9251
GWYNEDD Weekly meetings for crafts, socials and
outings. Contact Heather 01248 352336
Weekly meeting at Tremadog on Thursdays. Contact
Annie & Keith 01766 514867
POWYS Welshpool on wednesdays, swimming/Tumble
Towers, workshops, skateboarding, and events, contact
Dee + Dave Yeoman 01938 590098 email:
d.yeoman@tesco.net
Newtown area: Mondays get-together, twice a month,in
Newtown, for activities, play and socialisation. Contact
Sue 01686 688748 or smw5@tutor.open.ac.uk
/weekly gym/trampolining inWrexham, Oswestry, W. Cheshire/NE Wales.localnewsletter of events please send yourdetails and £2
payment to; HENWOS,Bertian Gron, Lianycil, Bala.Gwynedd LL23 7YG
“NEW"Wrexham themed craft sessions run by prof.
artist, with parental help. Contact: Marie 01978 362436

National freephone Women's Ald/Refuge
0808 2000 247

Survivors UK Helpline for men
0845 1221 201

 

 



  
If you would prefer to volunteer for infrequent or small tasks please contact Emma Birkenshaw

emma-birkenshaw@ntiworld.com tel 0113 2172795 Emmawill add you to our volunteer
database and contact you with information when help is needed

Finance Martine Frampton, Lynda Hitchman,
Ann Samuel! Till, Ali Willer, Priscilla Park-Weir
Enquiries; Pam Bellinger, Geraldine Adams,
Iris Harrison, Jo Borthen, Edwina Theunissen,
Jacqui Houlding
Publications; Gary Podmore, Lucy Charlton, Ali
Willer, Anne Rix, Terry Scott-Alexander
Team: Ann Samuel Till, Gary Podmore,
Phil Hicks

LEA/EAGroup;, Anne Wade, Sarah Cook. Ann
Samuel Till, Lize Stevens, Rob Wade, Priscilla
Park-Weir
Communications: Priscilla Park-Weir, Anne Rix
Scotland Ann Samuel Till, Lucie
MacAulay, Anne Wade, Jill Fisher, Jane Bathgate

Informationotherorganisations: Priscilla
Park-Weir, Anne Rix

Martine Frampton 70 Fosseway Avenue, Moreton
in Marsh, GL56 OEA 01608 812411
martine-frampton@macunlimited net

1, 31 Audley St.. Reading, Berks,
RG30 IBP 0870 765 3650
database@education-otherwise org
Celia McDonagh, 169 HabershonStreet, Splott.
Cardiff, CF24 2LA 07763 729055
Anne Rix HemburyOrchard. Frithel
Torrington, EX38 8JT 01
anne@annerix. demon,

stock&

  

Contacts
Please contact one of the following people if you
would like to volunteer to be interviewed or are
contacted by the media and would like
help/advice/support on giving an interview
co-ordinator Belinda Harms-Reid (see SW)
Scotland: (VACANT) Volunteers please!!
Northern [reland( VACANT) Volunteers please!!
North West: (VACANT) Volunteers please!!
North Fast Eva O'Rourke , Wilsden

01535 274520  evaandmary@aol. com
Midlands: Simon Foster, Birmingham (el 0121
443.2752 email simonf@surefish.co. uk
Wales: Celia McDonagh. Cardiff. 07763 729055
celtamedonagh@iyahoo.co.uk

East Anglia: Ali Willer, Sprowston. Norwich
01603 401020 simon. whitehall@tesco net
mailto: webmaster@education-otherwise.org

SouthWest;BelindaHarris-Reid Buckfastleigh.Devon 01364 643343
bharnsreid@baselinedata co uk

South East. (acting) Claire Tumham,6 The Butts
Aynho, Banbury. Oxforshire, OX17 3AN
01869-811099  Claire@birthandbeyond co uk

London(1): (VACANT) Volunteers please!’
London(2): (Acting) Kathleen Melaren,

Walthamstow 0208 $27 3296
krmclaren! @tscalt co uk

 

EO Email Lists
The EO generallist, where general HE
discussion can take place, can be accessed via
the website at www.education-otherwise.org
The EO Memberslist discusses the
organisation, admin. and policies of
Education Otherwise. Open only to EO
members (memberships will be regularly
checked to ensure that the list members are
still members of EO) and only for the
discussion of EO business.
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To join the Memberslist go to:
http: //uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/EO-
Members/ or send a blank email to:
EO-Members-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk
You will receive an automatic response from
Yahoo asking for your full name and address.
Whenyou have responded and your
membership has been verified, your
membership will be approved.

 

 



 

Members
Jane Bathgate (Borders )01835 862118
Pam Bellinger (Leics0116 282 7929 (Co Secretary)
Gail Borrows 01628 483895 gailborrows@tiscali.co.
‘Vracy Coates 01253 858840
tracysolooney@tiscali.co uk
Sarah Cook (Cumbria)01768 896019
sarah@croggies.freeserve.co.uk
Martine Frampton (Gloucs)01608 812411
martine-frampton@macunlimitednet (Treasurer)
Phil Hicks (London Central)
0207 2294385 phil@hickslondon.comJacqui Houlding (Cheshire)01925 654856
jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk
Celia McDonagh (Wales)07763 729055
celiamcdonagh@yahoo.co.uk
Gary Podmore (York )0114 2585702
podmorefamily@blueyonder.co,uk
Jutie Ridley (Manchester)0161 860 7589
julier@breathemail_net (Chairperson)Anne Rix (Dcvon)01237 451535
anne@annerix.demon.co.uk
Janct Simpson (Lincs)01427 617313
HE@hubbiesimpson.co.uk
Rowenna Williams 01678 521348
rowenna73@hotmail.com
June Wilsor-Billing (Dorset)01202 827945
educationotherwise@mac.com
Martin Wise 01539 732918 martiakes@dsl pipex.com Devon PL21 0QR
Membership
Membersiup and newsletter subscription
enquiries, membership cards,address changes ,
new memberpacks, other queries or missing
newsletters contact
Database Administratur, Cducution Otherwise,
31 Audley St, Reading, Berkshire, RG30 1BP
Tel. Lynda Hitchman 0870 765 3650 or
01945 860483
Email database@education-otherwise.org

Leaflets,posters, membership forms,car stickers:
Gail Borrows, 48 Marlow Bortom, Marlow,
Bucks SL7 3NB tel: 01628 483895 email:
gail@borrows plus. com (donations toward postage
welcome, reuse labels £2.50 per 100, free for EO
business use)

PublicationsBooks,information leaflets and back issues of
newsictter Fora fulllist sond SAE to;
June Wilson-Billing ,17 Woodland Close,
Verwood, BH31 7PM Tel: 01202 827945 e-mail
educationotherwise@mac.com (please ring to
check availability ofitems before ordering)
Websiteand email lists: Jacqui Houlding,
01925 654856 jacqui@thecrystalball.org.uk

Contacts
Contact with LEA /Member Support /
Other Problems .uk Jf you needhelp in dealing with your LEA
ring your Local Contact or any Council
Member. If you have a query not covered
below please contact your nearest Council
Member(list left)
Single Parent Family Contact:Rowenna Williams
rowenna73@hotmail.com Berllan Gron,Llanycil,BALA,
Gwynedd, LL23 TYG Tel.01678 521348
Special Needs: Christine Waterman ,85 Elfrida Rd,
Watford, HertS WD1 8AT 01923 464773
GCSE Contacts:Geraldine Adams 0207 263 4922

Sarah Cook: 01768 896019
sarah@croggies. freeserve.co.uk

School Phobia:Mary Thompson(acting)
01942 795975 ktmusicS9@yahoo.co.uk

College Contact:(Acting)Lianne Smith Ivy Mount,
Canny Hill, Newby Bridge, Ulverston,Cumbna LAi2
8NU Tel: 015395 30716 (07717 301 887)
Autonomous Education Support:Sammy and Nick
Vidal-Hall Home Croft, BrownSton St, Modbury,

tel: 01548 830716
Research Contact: VACANT—votunteers please!!
Company Secretary :Pam Bellinger 56 Beech Drive.
Braunstone, Leicester LE33DA 0116 2827929
Treasurer: Martine Frampton,70 Fosseway Avenue,
Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0OEA
01608 812411 martine-frampton@macunlimitednet
EOStalls:Lucy Chariton ,2 Wistow Rd, Newton
Harcourt, Leics LFROFT 0116 2592118

Coordinator for Local Contacts: (resigning)
Lize Stevens 96 Ivanhoe Street, Leicester LE3 9GW
0116 2425802 _—kissit(@yawot.me.uk
Coordinatorfor Enquiries Secretaries:Iris Harrison
(Assistant)Jo Borthen 01392 438876 jo4eo@aol.com
Newsletter Coordinator Edana Edwards,
7 Firvale, Harthill, Sheffield, S Yorks, S26 7XP
01909774811 vulpixie3@brinternet.com
Chairperson:Julie Ridley, 32 Cheltenham Road,
Chorley, Manchester, M21 9QN 0161 860 7589
julier@breathemailnet

 
 



 

 

 
educaticnotherwise

Education Otherwise is a membership organisation which provides
support and information for families whose children are being educated
outside school, and for those who wish to uphold the freedom of families
to take proper responsibility for the education oftheir children.
Ourprincipal aims are to:

* encourage learning outside the school system;
¢ reaffirm that parents have primary responsibility for their

children’s education andthat they havethe right to exercise
this responsibility by educating them out of school;

* establish the primary right of children to havefull
consideration given to their wishes and feelings about their
education;

* promote knowledge, understanding and acceptance of
education otherwise than at schoolin the world at large.

For further information send an A5 s.a.e. to:
P.O. BOX 7420
LONDON N9 9SG

Helpline 0870 73 000 74
http://www.education-otherwise.orq

Education Otherwise Association Ltd., Registered Charity No. 1055120   
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