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From the Editors...
Atlast, the June Newsletter! An important feature of this issue is the excellent
articles on the Summerhill victory that is potentially good news for us all, in
recognising that weretain the freedom to choosea style of education that best suits
our children’s needs. The following message has been sent by the head of the
school, Zoe Readhead:

A huge thanks to EO forall the support we received during our campaign. It
was great to find a whole group waitingfor us outside Downing Street on the day
that we presented our letters to Number 10. Obviously hardened campaigners, you
all came complete with whistles and banners and showed us just how it should be
done! It was greatfun andmuch appreciated.

I hope that what Summerhill has achieved will be ofdirect help to some ofyou.
Now we are looking forward to a good summer with a bit of that ‘idleness’ that
Ofsted has accused us of!

Best wishes and thanksfrom Zoe and Summerhill.

Summerhill incurred massive legal costs in order to fight their case. Should
anyone wish to send a donation towards these costs to the school, the address is:
Summerhill School, Leiston, Suffolk. [P16 4HY  Many younger members have contributed to this issue’s Special Section, whichis
very refreshing, and they continue to do so in the excellent Book Reviews and
Resources. Sarah Guthrie has researched articles from the eighties about Maths
this month. Hopefully, this will inspire contributions for the next Special Section,
which is on Maths! Don’t forget to volunteer for a turn at editing this section.
Home Education News brings more information about how authorities abroad
affect education out of school: look out for the US Senate’s affirmation of
homeschooling. There is still time to sign up for an EO camp or twoand, on the
subject of signing up, there are EO Groups that would welcomeinput from anyone
willing to help, Check for these in EO Business.
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT:
USING THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY __AS__A
LEARNING RESOURCE
WhenI first started home-
education 15 years ago I was
under the impression that I
had to sit my child down, at
a desk, from 9a.m. - 3p.m.;
that I must have a time
table and that to go out
during school hours was
unacceptable. My first,
initial contact with the LEA
did not dispel this myth.
I think it is evident from
the range of community
activities that members of
our local EO group are
involved in that, far from
being unacceptable to go
out, it enhances education to
make use of the local
community and offers our
children (and parents) unique
opportunities.
Some of the opportunities
that came up were:
e Working as a volunteer in

the local playgroup
* Acting as a guide around

museums/places of
interest

Helping out with
community events

e St. John's Ambulance
service volunteer

¢ Teaching computer
courses

¢ Tennis coaching
e Gardening
e Working alongside adults

in their workplace
¢ Youth organisations
e Adult education classes

and workshops
e WI Market
e Scrap stores
¢ Dog walking ‘business’
The possibilities are endless,
particularly as children get
older. Limited only by your
child's interests and
willingness to ‘own up’ to
being home-educated. We
have always found people
more than willing to
accommodate an interested,
motivated child.

The following articles have
been written by members of
the Suffolk EO group:

  



 

T have been involved in many
community activities, such
as:

Kentwell Hall

 

Which is a Tudor re-
creation in Long Melford,
Suffolk. I have spent some
time each year during the
past 8 years teaching school
parties and visitors to the
manor Tudor skills through
the character of a Tudor.
This obviously is a very good
learning experience, not only
in speaking to groups but in
learning traditional _skills
from my friends such as
bee-keeping, archery and
fletching. In addition, I
have to speak Tudor English,
made my own costumes and
learn to live for three
weeks, every summer,
completely out of the 21%
Century way ofliving

Dance Camp East
I've been involved in the
dance camp community for
several years, helping to
foster a sense of community
on the field in North
Norfolk through building and
organising a big summer
camp every year and also
building several large
structures on the field e.g.a
showerblock, a sauna, a late
night café, a round house
made of straw bales and a
wood henge made from
pieces of 5000 year old bog
oak. Last year I joined the
organising committee for
dance camp and have been
attending meetings there
once a month since last
August.

ASDAN
I have just completed my
bronze award portfolio for
this scheme, for which I am
registered as an external
student with Norwich City
College. This scheme is
excellent for home
education as it allows you to
gain accreditation for the
sort of things we do anyway,
although it does encourage

 

 



 
 

you to use your community
to gain knowledge. For
example, I did an Open
University study pack on
East Anglian geology and
environment and did several
field trips for this. I have
also done a days work
experience at a local web
design firm, talked to
community members about
their religious views and
played squash regularly at
our local(ish) Sports Centre.

Fair on the Green 2000
I am helping to organise a
Fair to take place in Diss in
June. This will be the
conclusion of a three week-
long celebration of the
millennium involving all
aspects of the community in
Diss. We will have stalls
from the whole community
ie. local shops and
businesses, craftspeople and
healers. Myrole in this will
be helping as site crew doing
jobs like stall allocation,
parking, site layout etc.

Simon Roe, (15) Diss,
Norfolk

I first got interested in
computers when we acquired
our first Spectrum and
Amstrad back in the
eighties. Later on we got
given a BBC computer by a
friend and I gotto play with
a few laptops from Dad's
work, This got me going and
I started getting more and
more interested in
computers and in October
1997 I finally managed to
persuade Mum to buy a
computer,

SPNe&QPF
After about a month the
hard drive broke down and
we took it to the newly
opened computer shop in
Eye. A one-man business run
by someone called Charles. I
spent three days down at
the shop helping him and
observing the expert, When
he finished Charles just
happened to mention he
could do with help in the

  



shop. I took him up on this
and within a few weeks I was
going down every Saturday
morning and being taught
how software and hardware
works and how to repair it.
Later on I began to go down
for a full day and did more
varied things like testing
second hand components and
helping build new computers.
I now have a paid Saturday
job with him building and
repairing computers and
curing customer's problems.
This job now looks set to
expand into the week as the
business is prospering. Not
bad for something that
started off as a voluntary
job learning the ropes.
Philip White
Suffolk

(16) Eye,

Every Monday I help out at
the Natural Foodstore in
Diss for a few hours. They
sell all kinds of wholefoods.
Some of the things I do
include weighing out food,
bagging up, serving people,
stocking shelves etc. It is

kind of a tradition in my
family because two of my
sisters worked there in the
past quite a lot, so nowit's
been handed down to me. I
don't get paid because I'm
under fourteen, but I often
get free food and stuff. I
enjoy meeting new people
through serving, andit’s just
areally nice atmosphere,
While we're working we have
cups of tea and cake with
the radio on. I think I learn
a lot about food, nutrition
and healthcare because you
get all sorts of people with
health problems so you get
more knowledgeable about
certain medicines and
remedies.
I hope I continue working
there for quite a while.
Nina Guthrie (13)
Thrandeston, Suffolk

I mainly became involved in
doing voluntary work in the
community for my Duke of
Edinburgh's award. This
started with the British Red
Cross and has gone from
there.

 

 



 
 

 

I began work with the Red
Cross some four years ago
helping at the charity shop
and also coming along to
outings to help out. The Red
Cross centre is also home to
the Eye old peoples’ club,
this ensured that I was
always kept busy ferrying
refreshments around the
place and helping entertain
the members! The shop
was a major source of work
as every time I turned up
there were at least three
full bin liners to be sorted
out and put on sale. The
club outings and events were
very enjoyable to attend,
even though I was put on
behind the scenes duties!
During my time with the
organisation we only went on
one trip, to Southwold where
I was put into service
pushing the old people
around in their wheelchairs.

After a relaxing stroll along
the seafront, where I
resisted the temptation to
push anyone inl! we retired
for fish and chips, or in my
case just chips due to
vegetarianism.

 

I also went along to the Red
Cross garden party where I
performed the unglamorous
but vital role of doing the
washing up and serving the
teas. All said I found the
Red Cross an enjoyable
organisation to work for but
I moved on after about a
year as I felt it wasn't what
I wanted long-term.

After leaving the Red Cross
I had a period of inactivity
before volunteering at Eye
library.  



 

 

Xv
Originally this started up as
just a pre-school
storytelling session I used
to run but, over time, my
duties have expanded and
the storytelling is sadly no
longer operational. I used to
run weekly _storytelling
sessions every Wednesday
which I found very fulfilling
as I have always liked
working with children but as
children grew up and moved
on no-one else came to fill
the gaps and so, after
several months with no
attendance, we decided to
close it down,

By this time I was (andstill
am) doing many of the more
basic functions around the
library such as shelving the
books and finding any that
had been requested from

 

other libraries, jobs which
have become a routine for
me. This voluntary work at
the library has provided
invaluable experience for my
hoped for career in
historical research.
Recently I have found a new
niche within the library,
helping with the newly
installed information
technology. People often
come to me for ‘expert’ aid
on the subject! There is
also something to look
forward to each summer
when the children's reading
game comes around, While
it means a massive increase
in workload over the six
weeks of the summerholiday
I really enjoy it and very
little would make me missit.
I also help with the Scout
group when I have the time.
As a member of the local
Venture unit I often help
plan events and activities
for the younger sections of
the movement, particularly
the Scouts. This usually
involves setting up their
camps and district hikes.
Our involvement stretches

 



 

to planning the route and
also running the activity
bases along the way. This is
always an amusing day out,
although sadly we aren't
allowed to be too cruell
Camps are ratherless fun as
we tend to be relegated to
the post of ‘slave labourer’
and do all the real work so
the Scouts can get on with
enjoying themselves. I have
been called upon to help at
Beavers in the past as,
unfortunately, my father is
the Beaver leader and
excuses have no effect on
him (he's also immune to
begging, snivelling =and
grovelling!!). This involves
me with cleaning up the mess
the little devils have left
behind after their meetings.
Fundraising events are
another favourite of the
group and, needless to say, I
get roped into these as well.
Fortunately I get away with
just supervising the younger
members who doall the work
behind the stalls (heh heh
heh).
Generally I find my
voluntary work in the

community to be a rewarding
experience and I recommend
it to anyone who might be
interested, So go on give it
a try, you'll find it pays off
in the end.

Adrian White age 18, 2
Pretoria Villas, Eye Road,
Brome, Suffolk, IP23 8AL

I go and help at Hawkins
Farm Riding Stables each
Saturday. I go down from
about lunch time, and come
back around 4 o'clock. I
bring horses in to get ready
for lessons, clean out
stables, and sometimes help
by leading horses in lessons
when the children can't move
the horses themselves.
Most of the horses there
are lovely, and the adults
are nice too. There are
quite a few children who

  



 

help there as well, so that's
quite nice.

Over Easter I helped with
the annual Easter Egg Hunt.\,698

\e#O
This is great fun. I had to
lead the little children round
looking for clues to,
eventually, lead to a cache
of eggs. I got to share the
eggsforhelping!
I really like helping there
and I hope I will carry on
helping for quite a while,
Elizabeth White (12) Brome,
Suffolk

P.S. Elizabeth has just
started to help at the WI
Market, selling cakes,
biscuits and savouries. She
is hoping to earn enough
money to pay for her Guide
camp in the summer.

Although there are a lot of
regulations to follow she is
thoroughly enjoying it.
Everyone has made her very
welcome and after the first
few members had asked her
why she wasn't at school(!)
they have been really
supportive.
She has always done a lot of
cooking and it nice for her
to get a tangible reward for
it. If our local school is
anything to go by (‘cookery’
lessons consisting of
designing packaging, using
frozen pastry and packet
mixes!!), it is also a skill that
would only be learnt at home.
It is also giving her the
opportunity to interact with
others, which perhaps, leads
on to the other question
that is always on the hotlist
whenyoutell people that you
home-educate
SOCIALISATION.

" ...Home-schooling families
actually create a much
higher quality of social life
in their practice of family-
centred education in three
ways. First of all they use
the home as a springboard

 



 
into the community using
libraries, museums, places of
interest in both town and
country. In the process
they rub shoulders with
people of all
ages........Secondly, they
locate and join groups such
as Scouts, Guides, and
Woodcraft Folk, as well as
groups or classes in judo,
swimming and other sports,
or natural history and other
pursuits. Thirdly, they seek
out other home-schooling
families and do things in co-
operation.”

Quotes taken
superstition called
socialisation’, Educational
Heretics website)

from A

Our Community
Welive ina small village just
east of Ipswich; as such our
immediate community is very
limited, it consists a village
shop-cum-post office, a
church, chapel and a pub.I'll
let you decide for your
selves, which is most
important! Slightly further a
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field we access swimming
pools, libraries, leisure
centres, theatres and
museums.All of these we
use as muchas possible. The
Ipswich Museum recently
held an exhibition on the
lunar landings and had many
exhibits from NASA. We
try to visit our local Fort
once a year to see how much
restoration work has been
completedsince our last
trip. Our son Sam has
Asperger's Syndrome and
has joined ina “Sailing for
the disabled" scheme, He
enjoys this very much and
hopesit will go towards
another badge for Cubs.

 

My boys are 6 and 8 and
neither have been to school.
We use a variety of
community resources.  



 

They have both attended a
Karate class in the past, one
goes to Gymnastics, the
other is waiting for a
trampolining place to become
available. All these are
through our local Sports
Centre. They have done
intensive swimming courses
at a nearby pool a few times.
On occasions a group of us
go rollerskating, which is
enjoyed byall, but can be
quite expensive as we
normally spend 4-5 hours
there and the children go to
Activity World as well as
skate. Group trips have also
taken advantage of special
exhibitions at local museums
and local historical sites,

  

 

Another great resource is
Suffolk Wildlife Trusts
Foxburrow Farm. Oncea
month for 9 months a group
spends the day at the farm
learning about ecology,
biology and conservation. It
is open to children between

the ages of 5 and 12. Well
worth a try if you are in the
area or see if you can set
something up with a Wildlife
Trust near you.
Our council also has an
education budget on the
wildlife and leisure sites it
manages and we got them to
do a free day's pond dipping
for us once. Often, during
the school holidays, places
run activity days and,
sometimes, we have tried
these but we tend to be so
busy these days within the
local HE group that it is
difficult to fit these in or
even feel the need to!
Wealso use shops and parks
and tearooms as places to
try out skills that you don't
or can't use at home!

When we are out and about
we always tell people we HE
if the subject comes up (as
it so often does) so not only
do the children expand their
knowledge but they
themselves expand the
knowledge of people they
meet.

wendy.knight@dialpipex.com

 

 



 
 

Book Reviews and Resources
A Visitor’s Guide to Ancient Rome
This is one of the Usborne Timetour’s Series.It has
recently won the Times Educational Supplement Sen-
ior Information Book Award. It is a lovely book, a
history book disguised as a visitor's guide.I like books
that are in this style for learning;in the form of news-
paper or tourist's guide book. There are some inter-
esting pictures: some are similar to cartoons, some
are more realistic and some are photos. It has five
chapters and an introduction. The chapters are on tour-
ist information; site-seeing, trips out of Rome and
background. Oneparticular fact I learnt from this book
was that fires and stoves were illegal in Ancient Rome
because of the wooden floors. At the front of the book
there is an interesting map, with main sites marked. It
is very good for seeing what ancient Rome looked
like. Throughout the book there are some little blue
boxescalled toptips for tourists. They contain some
very interesting facts about Romans and ancient
Rome. For example, the island in the middle of the
Tiberhas been landscaped to look like a boat, On the
whole this is a very good, informative and well writ-
ten book. Emma Whitehall (9)£8.99 available from most book shops. Published by
UsbornePublishing, Usborne House, 83-85 Saffron Hill,
London ECIN 8RT. Tel 020 7430 2800.

 

The NumberFile by Adrian Jenkins
This book runsthrough a variety of the more interest-
ing mathematical phenomena. Havingsaid this it is
probably of mostinterestto those who have some fas-
cination with maths. A lot of the material in this book
is fairly advanced,I am studying mathsat A-level and
Thave not coveredallofit. Don't let this put you off
however, as the book explainsit all very well with an
easy and accessible style. The tables and examples
contained here could easily form the basis of intrigu-
ing maths puzzles. This is an excellentstarter to get
people into mathematics. After you've read it you'll
find yourself wanting to know more and who knows,
maybe you'll be the next maths genius!!
. Adrian White (17)
£3.95 from Tarquin Publications, Stradbroke, Diss, Nor-
folk IP21 SIP. Tel 01379 384 218. Tarquin have a really
good range ofinnovative books which are excellent value
Visit the web site at www.tarquin-books.demon.co.uk

Little Bear’s Grandad by Nigel Gray
This story is about a young bear andhislovely rela~
tionship with his grandad who becomes ill, then dies,
Hazelasked me to read it twice. She said it was good
that the book showed happy times as well as sad but
decided that she didn’t like it much. Kim wasn’t im-
pressed either. The illustrations are bright but very

12

ordinary. We would all have preferred the characters
to be human ratherthan bears, particularly in a story
tryingto deal withthis humansituation and emotions.

Sally, Hazel (8) and Kim (4) Jarvis
Little Tiger Press, PO Box 19, Huntingdon, Cambridge
PE19 31F (01480 2126666) £8.88 ISBN I 85430 6367
hardback

It’s Science! The Five Senses by Sally Hewitt
Primary science booksfill the shelves of our local
libraries so it would take something very special to
templusto buy outright such a text. The Five Senses
is clearly written, well laid out and concise with il-
lustrations in abundance. A particularly good fea-
ture is the inclusion of “Think aboutit”, “Try it out”
and "Look again” boxes. These encouragethe reader
to interact with the book rather than read/be read to.
Naturally sight, smell, hearing, touch andtaste are
all explained,but additional sections broaden out the
learning to give practical examples of everyday us-
age of the senses. Tricia, aged 7 at the time,felt it
was a good bookand particularly enjoyed the experi-
ments, which required adult assistance in mostcases.
Whilstall this makes The Five Senses a good teach-
ing aid it does not set it above the rest enough to
warrantthe hefty price tag. Look out for this book
whenit reaches yourlocal library (but keep the tenner
safely stashed in your purse or wallet!).

Tim & Tricia (8) Onions
Published by Franklin Watts (020 7739 2929), £9.99
ISBN 0-7496-3068-X Age range 5-9, 30 pages

Oxford GCSE Mathematics CD-Rom
This CD-ROM covers every maths topic by all the
exam boards and asks a score of questions to help
you revise as best as possible, It uses Internet Ex-
plorer 5 to run (included on disk) and so usesa famil-
iar interface making it much easier to use. The look
ofthe guide is customisable - you can alter the colour
and pattern of the borders and the backgroundtosuit
yourtastes. There are different ways to start using
the program. Onewayis to take a longtest of about
50 questionsandlet the program work out your weak
areas and devise a timetable to suit. Another way is
to write out your own calendar putting in days off
and breaks, or you can just start revising on the test
questions straight away. This seems better than other
revision guide I have used as this one is written by
examiners and covers far more subjects with a lot
more questions. I wish I had had it to help with my
revision last year!

Philip White (16)Available at £19.99from anygood software retailers. The
Learning Company do a wide range of educational soft-
ware. Visit its web site at www.learning.co.uk  



 

 

Viewpoints: Media Powerby Alison Cooper
This book asks questions aboutissues related to the
media. For example: 'is it necessary to show shock-
ing pictures of war and famine” and 'when does me-
dia interest become an invasion of privacy?’ Each
topic covers a two-page spread and contains contem-
porary quotationsoffering the two sides of the argu-
ment. You are left to make up your own mind about
how you feel aboutthe issues. This is a good starter
for discussion. My 10 year old found it quite diffi-
cult to grasp some ofthe issues discussed and my 16
year oldfelt that it did not go into depth and was too
superficial for him. I would, therefore, say that it is a
bookto share with a child who is interested in how
information is being put across and to offer the other
side to them, This is a book to dip into when the
timeis right, for you and your child. There are other
books in the series covering issues such as smoking,
punishment, drugs and human nights. This book gives
the pluses and minuses around the issues the media
is involved in. The book gave a balanced argument.

Sue, Adrian (17) and Philip (16) White
Published by Franklin Watts (020 7739 2929), £9.99

Eco Crash byTerrance Dicks
Terrance Dicks was a writer for the much missed
‘Doctor Who’series which my older kids loved, hid-
ing behind the sofa during the scarier bits, and we
grown ups enjoyed for its wobbly sets, bad acting,
and aboveall, the implausible story lines. Mr Dicks
hasn't movedfar since then. As a children’s writer, I
always agonise over whethera story line is believ-
able and the characters convincing. Terrance ain't
motivated by such trifles. My eldest son read it in an
hour andis disinclined to continue the saga, Yes, this
is part of an ongoingseries, The populiststory lines,
the coincidences whichwill tax even the most gener-
ous hearted child, the sheer impossibility of some of
the action leaves this reviewer gasping. Terrance
Dicks can write, let’s not quibble aboutthat, but origi-
nal (sorry Terrance) he ain't. Gerry O'Donnell

and .

 

The Easter Island Incident by Terrance Dicks
Whenthestatues on Easter Island start to move and
to chase and even kill people this needs investigat-
ing. This book is suitable for children aged 10+. I
thinks it is aimed more at boys than girls, because of
the action, suspense and gory bits in it. If you are
interested in archaeology and spooky goings on, then
this book would appealto you.

Laura Goldsworth (12)
Both abovetitles (£5,99 and £4.99 respectively, paper:hack) from Piecadily Press, S Castle Road, London NWI
SPR. Tel 020 7267 4492.

Nickelodeon BrainBender Puzzles & Activities,
Windows 95/98 CD-Rom (age 8 and up)
Thelink with “educational” software is tenuous on this
CD-Rom,as is the link to Nickelodeon.It contains a set
of gamesand activities split into two types; logical and
creative (whichit refers to as left and right brain for obvi-
ous reasons). Onthe logical left brain are the problem-
solving games. However,given that the CD-Romis aimed
at 8 year olds and over, none ofits games proved any
challenge for Tricia, who turned 8 at aboutthe same time
as we received the review copy. The only frustrating chal-
lenge for her was not being able to better her best time of
4 secondsfinding the route through the maze game! On
the creative right brain are activities such as Dancing
Toons where you choreographa cartoon character's steps,
and ToonDraw where you are shown how to draw a car-
toon character. The fascination with these were shortlived
in our household though, once the novelty had womoff.
Some ofthe activities can be saved andsent, via e-mail,
to friends who also have BrainBender on their PC. This
also allowsthings created within the program to be used
by standard PC graphics software. Although the accom-
panyingleaflet has the English spelling of "favourite" we
spotted the American version on the screen (cue discus-
sion on language differences). And that tenuouslink to
Nickelodeon?Allthe activities available can be “custom-

d" to use music, backdrops and characters from one of
a number of Nickelodeon cartoons (Rugrats is included,
of course). Tim, Tricia (8) & Sue Onions
Available at £24.99 from anygood software retailers. TheLearning Companydo a wide rangeof educational software.
Visit its web site at’ wwwlearning.co.uk

  

Little Turtle and the Song of the Sea by Sheridan
Cain
This book for youngchildren tells the story of one baby
turtle’s struggles, from its egg to the sea. Hazel and Kim
loved it, the painted illustrations are perfect, the text is
simple, enjoyable to read and poetic. Hazel’s only com-
mentis that all the animals are male, something I'm sen-
sitive to too - we find mainly male animals and people as
the central and only characters in children’s books. I would
buy it for any under 5 asa gift or possibly for older chil-
dren. Sally, Hazel (8) and Kim(4) Jarvis
Little Tiger Press £8.88 ISBN | 85430 6197 hardback

SesameStreet - Toddlers CD (2 set)
Thisfirst looked to be an interesting choice for a CD as
Sesame Street lendsitself to multimedia and the CD prom-
ised an interesting variety of activities and interaction.
However, after a mere 20 minutes of playtime our resi-
dent expert demanded that we re-load her previous fa-
vourite from Dorling Kindersley,It transpired that she not
only had explored everything that she could find, but she
wasnot impressed by the rather strange games, The bro-
ign speechclips that were joined together and were often

 

 



 

 

different voices made the characterstotally unbeliev-
able. Worst of all Rachel was scared by going into
Big Birds room for the first time and refused to go
back there again! From an adult perspective the graph-
ics were poor, the animation almost amateurish and
presentation rather below par, compared with DK and
other titles, The 2nd CD was really just a simple print
programme. Dave Shenton & Rachel(3)Available at £24.99from any good softwareretailers. TheLearning Company do a wide rangeof educational sofi-
ware. Visit ils web site at www.learning.co.uk

Learnfree Web Site www.learnfree.co
Thisis described as the ‘essential’ guide to education
onthe Internet. It is rather schoolorientated provid-
ing curriculum-related home learning materials across
all subjects. It covers key educational issues andlinks
parents throughout the country via the home compu-
ter. Claimed to access the very best of educational
resources from around the world!

TITLES RECOMMENDED BY MEMBERS
A Christmas Carolby Charles Dickens
This book is about a very mean man called Scrooge.
Heis haunted by three spirits whotry to make hislife
better for him. In the end they succeed. The most
frightening bit is when Scrooge hears a strange noise
which turns out to be a ghost. I found this exciting.
The mostinteresting part was the flashback when the
ghost of Christmas Past shows him hislife before,
This book camewith a tape whichI liked listening to,
I think anybody over 6 wouldlike this story.

Kit Freisleben (6)

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
like this book because its got holes in the food at the
end and whenthe caterpillar turns into a butterflyit's
good. Jem Freisleben (5)

Holes by Louis Sacher
I picked this book up because ofthe lovely lizard on
the cover (yellow spotted and highly poisonous), and
it turns out they do play a very small but crucial role
in the story. Stanley, the hero, is an overweight ado-
lescent who has been caught out in some misdemean-
our, and given the choice between prison and ‘Camp
Green Lake’; he chooses the latter. ‘Bad' boys are
sent there to dig holes, five foot wide by five foot
deep, every day to ‘build character’ (hence the title
of the book).It is a brutal and harsh place, 95 degrees
in the shade, except the only shade is owned by the
elusive and enigmatic Warden.As the story of Stanley
and the other boys in his team develops,it is inter-
spersed with Stanley's family history, mainly his ‘no-
good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfa-
ther’, Friendships grow,battles fought andalliances
forged between the boys,butall is not quite what it

seems and before long they are all digging a big
hole looking for something ‘interesting’ for the War-
den. A fascinating story, cruel and unpleasant in
places, with intriguing twists and turns,not really
muchaction and you really haveto pay attention to
the detail as nothingis put there by accident. I loved
the nicknames - some strange place where you wear
the name ‘Armpit’ with pride. Martine Archer
Published by Bloomsbury, ISBN 0 7475 4648 7

Lego Crazy Action Contraptions
This is a fantastic book which comes complete with
60 special Lego Technic pieces showing in clear,
step-by-step photos how to make 10 contraptions
(5 of which need standard Lego pieces to complete),
ranging from skittle tops, rubber band powered
racer, balloon powered car, ping-pong popper, coat
hanger (tightrope) daredevil and a trapdoor cable
car parachute machine.It is a real imaginationfirer,
especially if you're a mum like me who doesn’t have
aclue when it comesto Lego!It is aimed at 7 year
olds but my 3 year old had a greattime helping find
the correct bits and fixing them on. My personal
favourite was the Kentucky Do-Nothing, but you'll
haveto get the book to find out about that one! A
brilliant book for teaching elements of science to
those kids who would rather be playing with their
Lego than doing academic work. Beverley Addams
Around £14 ISBN 1 57504 157from Booksfor Children
or Hi Marketing Ltd, 38 Carver Road, London SE24
SLT

The Grammar Handbook 1by Sara Wernham and Sue Lloyd
Published in March, this continues the excellent
Jolly Phonics reading scheme.It is a comprehen-
sive programme for teaching grammar, punctuation
and spelling. As with the Jolly Phonics scheme it
uses fun actions to help children learn the parts of
speech andto reinforce their knowledge ofletter
sounds. The Grammar Handbook was written as a
teacher's manualbutit can be easily adapted by the
homeeducator. It is easily photocopied so could be
shared by several families. It is very clear and well
laid out. An excellent resource to assist with the
teaching of grammar andspelling.

Sally and Keith (6) Hall
£19.00 from Jolly Learning Ltd, Tailours House, High
Road, Chigwell, Essex IG7 6DL. Tel 020 8501 0405

Keep sendinginyourfavourite titles and or let me know
ifyou would like to review new books or software. Write
to me, Sally Hall, at Nant-y-Garreg Farm, Saron,
Llandysul, Carms SA44 SEJor e-mail sally@aech.net  



 

Home Education News
HOME EDUCATION ABROAD
In last month’s newsletter Jennifer Fandard,
member of the French home-educators’ support
group ‘Les enfants d’abord’ wrote about how
new legislation is reinforcing government
inspections of homeschooling families in France.
As is the case currently in Ireland, the change in
the law has made many fear that freedom of
education in their country is steadily being
eroded. So how do other home-educators
around the world view the legal constraints
placed upon them? In this newsletter we will
look more closely at the situation of two home
educators from very different parts of the world
and their contrasting attitudes to how the law
affects them.
For up-to-date information on the situation in
France (articles in French and English) see the
website:www.multimania.com/possible
News and discussion of the situation in Ireland
can be found at the website of the Irish lobby
group Home Education network:
www.ie.embnet.org/hen
For general information about home-educating
worldwide, see Amanda Petrie’s excellent
website ‘International Home Education’ at:
www.worldzone.net/lifestyles/homeeducation
Dr Petrie already has extensive and well
researched sections on the law, local support
groups and other information affecting home
educators in Europe and all around the world.
She is looking for more information about home
education in countries where the smaller
numbers of home educators or the thornier legal
implications make details harder to obtain. See
this website also for details of the conference
“Education for Social Democracies’ to be held in
London in July, and to read the full text of
longer papers on subjects such as ‘Home
Education and the Law’ and ‘Homeschooling
and the Redefinition of Citizenship’.

New Zealand
NewZealand is a country with a strong tradition
of home education and many supprt groups to
prove it. The Homeschooling Federation of

 

New Zealand’s role is to improve the legal
environment for homeschooling families there. It
has a very informative and well written website
at www.homeschooling.org.nz, which features
amongotherarticles a dissection of the law as it
affects homeschoolers and the importance of
asserting that home education is, in many cases,
not meantto be a pale imitation ofwhat goes on
in schools. They point out that ‘ "being taught”
is not the sameas “attending"’', and that ‘ “being
taught"is not the same as “learning’"’, and that
‘teaching quality is not the same as teaching
programmes’, among other points useful for all
home educators to remember if faced with
unsympathetic inspectors.
Lennie Harrison is one home-educator who in
her own words is living the ‘good life’ on 10
acres outside a small New Zealand village with
her husband and three children. She sent methis
report on the organization she helps to run and
how the law affects New Zealand families.
Perhaps our education authorities could take
note of the idea of homeschooling families being
paid a modest sum fortheir hard work...
The National Council of Home Educators NZis
an incorporated society set up specifically to
encourage, promote, inform and advance the cause
of home education in New Zealandat a national
level. Membership to the National Councilis for
individuals, but we also encourage Support
Groups to becomeaffiliated. Individuals receive a
discountif their Support Groupisaffiliated. They
do not promote any particular philosophy of
homeeducation. They merely adhere to the right
to home educate and to the belief that the
responsibility of educating our children rests with
the parents. Neither do they proclaim to represent
anyone.Assist, support, inform and promote, but
not represent, unless someonespecifically request
that they do so, They keep members and Support
Groupsinformed of the latest developments.
They also consult with members and Support
Groupsfor opinions and comments in regards to
specific issues. As an organisation they are
developing discussion papers for general
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Home Education News
comment, and ultimately, to discuss these matters
with Government. The danger for home educators
is that because weare so diverse in our beliefs
and philosophies,there is little national cohesive
unity for someofthe basic precepts, the foremost
beingthe right to home educate, Weall agree
with it and wishto pushit further, but all too
often weare isolated and have to confront the
‘System!on our own.If New Zealand is to follow,
for example, Australia, we can expect greater
attacks on the freedoms wecurrently enjoy.
Unless we are well informed and well organised
we could be in danger of losing what rights we
already have. Belongingto the National council
enables anyone to join with others from
throughout New Zealandin addressing existing
standards and conditions and promoting better
onesat a national level. Anyone’s participation
and input is valued. The National Council has a
close working relationship with both HENA
(Home Educators Network of Aotearoa = Maori
for New Zealand) and the HEF (Home Education
Foundation - a Christian nationwide
organisation). Both are well established,
prominentnational groups. Whatthis impliesis
that homeeducators throughout New Zealand are
communicating more and more with one another
and a degree of cohesiveness is developing
despite the intense individuality weall have. This
can only be of benefit to Home Educators
generally.
Mylocal group is Canterbury Home Educators,
Canterbury being a province in the South Island
of New Zealand. Weare incorporated and engage
in a range of support activities, like Information
evenings. These are held monthly to address the
needs and questions of people who want to know
more about home education,are on the point of
starting, havejust started etc. Home Educators’
Library, housed in someone’s spare room,is a
much frequented place. We have recently
acquired a photocopier of our very own! Yahoo.
Particularly the 'h.e. parenthelp books’ are
extremely popular. Support Meetings, once a

term, concentrate on a topic, like Unit Studies,
How to Teach ResearchSkills, Living Books,
Educational Games
etc, Newsletter, once a term. Play- and activity
groups,cater forall ages. Some havean organised
structure, others are ‘as you find them’. Starter
Packs. For a small donation these are available at
Info meetings andsentout to enquirers. We also
organise all kinds of happenings, like Concert,
Camp,Educational visits, Sports, Short courses
etc.
Thelaw in NZ requiresof parents that their
children receive an education between the ages of
6 and 16, Parents mayfulfill this requirement by
enrolling their children in a state registered
school, or they may ask the Ministry of Education
for exemption from this enrolment. The MoE
will grantthis exemption provided that they ‘are
and remain satisfied that we teach our children as
regularly and as well as in a
registered school’, This is all that the law requires.
In practice, at the moment, this means that you
haveto apply to the MoEfor an exemption, which
is a major bit of homework. You must convince
MoEthat youwill teach as regularly and as well
etc, Every 6 months youare required to signa
statutory declaration,in front of a JP, to say that
you have been homeschooling over thelast six
months. This will result in a payment of
Supervisory Allowance. The yearly entitlement at
presentis $743 for the Ist child, decreasing to
about $320 for the 4th and every subsequent
child. Thisis in line with what parents of National
Correspondence Schoolchildren are paid.
The Education Review Office will be asked by
MoEtoreview our programme and teaching
methods. In practice they also concentrate on our
childrens’ learning outcomes. These reviews cause
a good amountof controversy and anxiety, but are
also often seen as positive.
Sincelast year I have started a Home Education
Consultancy. I offer help in 5 areas: - Help with
application of exemption to MoE, - Preparation
for ERO review,- home education Beginners’

16

 



 

Home Education News
seminars, - mediation in dealing with government
agencies, - mentoring of home educating parents.
I have not mentored parents yet(not in person, |
have on the phone). Inall other areas I have done
very little except the seminars. I ran my
first one last Novembervery successfully, The
seminars are workshop based andI received very
encouraging feedback. A number of people have
already asked me when the next one runs- they'd
like to enrol, so word of mouthis positive.
South Africa
From the Home Ed discussion group on the
internet Gayle and Owen Joubert give their
personal views on new South African legislation:
For those who maybe interested, (sorry if this
has already been discussed and I have missed it),
the SA governmenthas now formulated policy
regarding home education. Sometime ago people
werejailed for not sending their children to
school, then it became open policy where you had
to get permission from yourlocal authority but
there was no setlegislation. Now it seemsthey
are targeting homeeducators andtheruling is:
Children *have* to be registered as home
schooled;
Children haveto be tested, at parent's expense,
every 3 years to assess progress;
National Curriculum mustbe adheredto (as a
minimum);
Atleast 3 hrs contact teaching/schooling must be
done each day:
Getthis.... an attendance register must be kept!
(Myson says "like I won't attend home!")
All work must be kept available for inspection,
dated and marked.
You haveto register afresh each year,
Children are registered evenat private schools
and when leaving haveto havea transfer to home
schooling.
Althoughlegislation saysthat authorities should
reply to applications within a month,this is not
happening andtheyare stretchingit out. Prior to
permission being received children haveto attend  

school. Even the School ofTomorrow which
supplies ACE curriculum (approved and updated
to the NC)has been forced to ensure thatall
pupils receiving curriculum are registered (at a
fee) at one of their approved schools
and all work must be overseen by that school.
Whenwestarted to HE we were in SA and 1 used
to adapt the books to each child .. now with the
new lawsyou can't do that and they will insist that
every bit of busy work andtedious revision is
done regardless of whether the child knowsthe
work or not.

Butit seemsthatit’s not all bad news for home
educators around the world. It might just be
heartening for some of them to learn that as
auspicious a body as the United States Senate
has given its stamp of approval to their chosen
form of education. In September last year a
resolution was passed stating that “the United
States is committed to excellence in education’
and ‘recognizes the importance of family
participation and parental choices in pursuit of
that excellence’ as well as ‘the fundamental right
of parents to direct the education and upbnnging
of their children’ because “parents want their
children to receive a first-class education’. The
Senate observed that ‘training in the home
strengthens the family and guides children in
setting the highest standards fortheir lives which
are essential elements to the continuity of
morality in our culture’ and ‘home schooling
families contribute significantly to the cultural
diversity important to a healthy society [...]
United States home educators and home

instructed students should be recognized and
celebrated for their efforts to improve the
quality ofeducation’
(full text to be found in the website of the
Homeschooling Federation of New Zealand,
www.homeschooling. org.nz)

Please send education-related news clippings or
newsto Ann Kennedy Smith, address on inside
front cover,
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 THE SUMMERHILL SCHOOL SAGA
and what it means for home education

ALAN THOMAS
 

A.S. NEILL, the founder of Summerhill School in 1921, surely never imagined thefate of his
school would be decided in the Royal Courts of Justice in the Strand in the year 2000. Well it
was, and in dramatic fashion. The famous, very small school of 50+ pupils had challenged
the Right Honourable David Blunkett, Secretary of State for Education and Employment and
the Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) inspectors. The result was a complete
vindication of the school’s cherished principles. The implications for alternative forms of
education, including home education,are positive and farreaching
The whole saga of Summerhill’s long running battle with the authorities, going back to

around 1990, will no doubt be told elsewhere. Suffice it to say that the most recent Ofsted
Inspection in 1999 essentially concluded that voluntary attendanceat lessons meant that non-
attending pupils were “allowed to drift and fall behind’, even though GCSEattainment, by no
meansa schoolpriority, was above the national average. The DfEE decided to issue a Notice
of Complaint to the school, Had the school complied with the Complaint and forced
attendance at lessonsor supervised study, it would have meantthe end of Summerhill.
Theonly other option, a very costly one, was to appeal to the Independent Schools Tribunal.

The case was heard in March, each side represented by solicitors and barristers. Zoe
Readhead, the daughter of A.S. Neill, in whose name the appeal was made, was absolutely
determined to leave no stone unturned in her efforts to save the school and tumed to the well
known humanrights lawyers, Mark Stephens and Geoffrey Robertson QC who worked on the
case for reduced fees, The amount of work the teachers and pupils at the school, independent
and expert witnesses, parents, volunteers and friends of the school put into the appeal,
without payment, was phenomenal, over a period lasting 9 months. Still, the cost to the
school was in the region of £150,000, about half of which has been met by voluntary
contributions.
On thefirst day in court, a Monday, the atmosphere wastenseto say the least. Nearly all the

children and mostofthe teachers were there. It goes without saying that the children behaved
exactly as anyone would be expected to behave in a court of law, They did not need to be
confined to any part of the court with teachers placed strategically among them to keep order
- it was obviousthatit did not even occur to the teachers to do so. They were responsible for
their own behaviour.
The first two days saw a very senior civil servant from the DfEE, the Registrar for

Independent Schools, on the witness stand. Under cross examination he squirmed, dodged,
weaved, avoided answering direct questions. To no avail - he wasgrilled, or rather griddled!
Oneof the complaints against the school, that the toilets were not segregated for males and

females, was withdrawn on thefirst day. Even this could not be done clearly by the masters
of fudge. The DfEE lawyertried to say that they were satisfied now that there were enough
toilets, or something to that effect. The judge, obviously irritated, had to ask if this meant the
toilets did not need to be segregated. It took some further exchanges before it was finally
clarified and the complaint withdrawn
By the time Sir Humphrey (of ‘Yes, Minister’), as one newspaper dubbed him, had been

dispatched, it was Wednesday. By now the DfEE had obviously decided to advise Mr
Blunkett to cave in. In one sense, this was very good news for Summerhill, Had the school
gone on and won the case it would simply have meantthat the Complaints would have been
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annulled. The inspectors could have walked into the school the next week andstarted all over
again. In the agreement, however, A.S. Neill’s philosophy was confirmed. Moreover, it was
clearly stated that future inspections would have to take accountofthe reports of the expert
witnesses. One of these was on the philosophy of the school and the shortcomings of the
recent inspection. The other, mine, was based on myresearch into home education - more on
this below.
By Thursday morningit was all over. The agreement was read out in court, followed by a

scene I would not have missed for anything. Mr Blunkett had signed the agreement. So that
was alright then, Well, no it wasn’t quite. It was necessary to have a Summerhill General
Meeting ofstaff and pupilsto ratify it. The judge and his two colleagues on the bench agreed
to retire to allow the court to be used for the meeting.
So Summerhill took over the court! The agreement was debated, questions were put to Zoe

and to the lawyers. Finally, the meeting unanimously ratified the agreement, the panel of
judges returned and the case wasclosed. | never believed I would see a lawyerin tears, butI
did. And not surprising. It was Imogen McLean, a colleague of Mark Stephens, who had
worked full time on the case for nine months and knew all the ins and outs ofit better than
anyone.

Yet... a huge question remains. Why did the DfEE pursue the matter so far and yet never
make a case in open court? Weretheyafraid that Ofsted would be defeated for the first time
ever, and by a tiny school at that? That mainstream schools would feel more empowered to
challenge Ofsted inspections rather than working their socks off for months before an
inspection and then genuflecting to the inspectors as they entered the school gates? In other
words, were they afraid that Emperor Ofsted would be shown to have no clothes? More
seriously, why the waste of so much taxpayers money, not to mention the huge debt incurred
by the school? I would have thought this was a case for punitive damages for wasting the
court’s and school’s time and causing so muchstress and heartache.
Whatare the implications for home educators? Here I can only touch on them. As I said,it

is stated in the agreementthat future inspections will have to take account of the reports of
the named expert witnesses, including mine. My report, based on my research into home
education,illustrated that there is no one way of educating children. Home educating parents
use a very wide variety of methods, from those so formal they would even surprise Ofsted
inspectors to those far more informal than Summerhill. Moreover, there is research, including
mine, which demonstrates what most of you already know very well, that a great deal of
academic, school-type, learning takes place without direct teaching, outside any formal
learning. That is the only way to explain how children in Summerhill who miss a couple of
years’ mathslessons, or any other subject, somehow seem to catch up in a couple of weeks
whentheystart attending. Of course the opportunities and supportive environmenthaveto be
there, as they are in Summerhill and in the homes of home educators.
What this means is that the DfEE now approves a variety of approaches to fostering

children’s academic development including informal and autonomous learning, and it
accepts that progress, including learning to read, does not have to be measured according to
national norms. Any home educator whofeels intimidated by an LEAofficial who believes
that home educationis only valid insofar as it is like mainstream school, can now quote the
agreement between the DfEE and Summerhill. The DfEEis now onside!
 Dr Alan Thomasis Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Education, University of London, and author of

Educating children at home, Cassell.

 



 
 

The Summerhill agreement
Summerhill Schoo! had been subjected to frequent Ofsted inspections over recent
years, and these inspections had become increasingly critical. What had not come to
light until the tribunal hearing wasthat since 1990 the school had been on a secret ‘to
be watched’ (TBW) list.
The DfEE’s ‘Notice of Complaint’ had listed a number of specific grounds of

complaint. Some of these grounds had been accepted, but others were problematical
since they affected the essential ethos of the school. The main issue was whether
attendance at lessons should be compulsory.
Zoe Readhead had appealed to the tribunal in respect of three of the listed

complaints, One of these, which related to toilets, was withdrawn onthefirst day of
the hearing. During the subsequent course of the hearing assurances were given
under oath on behalf of the Secretary of State that he did not wish

* to have Summerhill struck off the register;
* to compe! children there to attend lessons or to engage in formal self-
supported study; or

* to prevent the school from putting into effect the educational philosophy of
its founder A.S. Neill.

By this point the DfEE's position had become untenable.In thelight of the evidence
it was obliged to acknowledge that the Notice of Complaint could no longer be
justified. Accordingly an agreement was drawn up betweentheparties, on the basis
of which the DfEE asked the tribunal to annul the other two complaints. The main
substance of the agreement was that

* the DfEE recognised Summerhill’s right to its own philosophy and aims;
* the school undertook essentially to continue doing whatit was already doing;
« the DfEE would review Summerhill's ‘TBW’ status immediately, and would
reduce the programmeof inspections to routine levels of frequency and
intensity;

* Summerhill would be entitled to submit its own independent reports to the
DfEE alongside any future Ofsted reports;

* future assessments of the school would be made on a broader basis, taking
into account the school's aims and methods and the views of its pupils.

The Summerhill hearing does not change anything legally for home educators, but
it does provide a useful case study in support of our right to educate our children as
we choose, as long as we can show that the education we provideis suitable for the
child receiving it. Summerhill is a respected example of autonomous education, and
may help a conventionally-educated LEA adviser to understand what autonomous
home educators are trying to do. If we are ready to give an account of our
philosophy, LEAs should respect our right to put it into effect, just as the DfEE has
now done in the case of Summerhill.

 

Rob & Anne Wade
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Summerhill in the press
 

Before the hearing
Traditionally, Summerhill would have been under threat from a Labour government
committed to abolishing private education on ideological grounds. But now, with apparatus
partly inherited from the previous administrations,it is the victim of an insidious form of
state control pervading the public andprivate sectorsalike.

Theissueis not just the survivalofa tinyradical schoolin east Suffolk. On the contrary, by
takingits case to court Summerhill may be spearheading a mainstream resistance movement.
The desire to be allowed to get on with the job free from official harassmentis a familiar

one, and itis hardly surprising that, according to a recent survey, many no longer view
teachingas a careerforlife. So what on earth has happened?
Quite simply, the joy of sharing with young people the skills one is passionate about is so

often submerged in the paraphernalia of assessment and there 1s growing alarm that
childhood itself is being lost

Laurence Johnson(former teacher at Summerhill),
Timeseducational supplement, 17 March

 

Day 1
Summerhill is not failing its pupils, but

...

Ofstedis failing the Secretary of State in providing
him in this case with bad advice. Geoffrey Robertson QC, 20 March
On paper, today’s court battle is between Zoe Readhead and David Blunkett. But what the
legal teamswill really be fighting over is who is responsible for a child’s education: parents
or State. Robert Powell, The Express, 20 March

 

Day 3
The canker of low-grade teaching in the mainstream ofstate education has forced successive
governments to prescribe in detail the teaching of literacy and numeracy, and we have
supported this. But if in the process it extinguishes gentle, marginal, private educational
experimentslike Summerhill, then prescription begins to look like ideological tyranny

Leadingarticle, Evening standard, 22 March

  
 
 



 
 

After the hearing
In the agreement, hailed by Summerhill’s owner, Zoe Redhead [sic], as ‘a triumph’, the
Department for Education and Employment appears to acknowledge that its inspection
system is flawed by saying that future checks by the schools watchdog Ofsted must recognise
that learning is not necessarily confined to formallessons....

MsRedheadinsisted yesterday that the school had not agreed to make any concessions to
the DfEE,and that it would continue to provide a ‘stimulating environment’ for youngsters
both within and outside timetabled lessons.

Rebecca Smithers, 7he Guardian, 24 March
.. The big reason for backing Summerhill is its emphasis on freedom of choice. 1 might
quibble over the wisdom of giving children the freedom to choose whether to attend lessons,
but parents choose the school - not just despite its unusual character, but because ofit.
Having a go at Summerhill, the Governmenthas really been expressing its lack of faith in
parents” ability to decide what is best for their own children. And that idea is surely more
objectionable than a few deviations from the national curriculum.

Jennie Bristow, The Daily telegraph, 25 March
Work has become moreor less optional in our society - not only for those with money, but
more particularly for those with noneat all. Why should not school work be optional, too? It
might prove a better preparationforlife in the long run.

If there is any source of misery greater than being forced to learn something you do not
wishto learn, this can only be found in having to teach children who do not wish to learn it. I
see greater happiness forusall in the Summerhill victory.

Auberon Waugh: Wayofthe world, The Daily telegraph, 25 March
... The Education Department told the world that Blunkett and Summerhill “have reached
agreement’. ... The announcement was mendacious in every respect. There had been no
agreement, Readheadhad seen off Blunkett and Woodhead..... The school was not going to
pushpupils into lessons or assess them but, as the tribunal said, would ‘continue to provide a
stimulating learning environment’, Summerhill gained the right to carry on as before....
Readhead is too touchy-feely for my taste. But cranky though she may be, she took on New

Labour’s suffocating command society. In her small way she exposed a system offixing that
runs from the stuffing of the unelected House of Lords to the placing offriendly big
businessmen on policy task forces. Good forher.

Nick Cohen, The Observer, 2 April
The spin put out by the DfEE tried to imply some kind of moral victory: it hopes we will
think that thanks to Auntie Ofsted, the school undertook to improve teaching standards and
‘encourage’ children to go to its optional classes. Summerhill did no such thing. It merely
undertook to continue upholding the principles ofA.S. Neill, as before, ...
The DfEE complaint spoke of the school not reaching ‘national expectations’ and Geoffrey

Robertson QC rightly picked up that phrase. How dare the state presumeto dictate the detail
and pace of every child’s mental unfolding? Are we products, to be quality-controlled as
units ofstate wealth? ...
From Gordonstoun to Hill House, from convent cloisters to Quaker foundations, every

independent school in the country with the slightest pretension to individuality is a bit safer
today.

Libby Purves, Times educational supplement, 7 April
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...
DOING MATHS THE EO WAY
Researchedby Sarah Guthrie

Picks got wildly excitedover negative numbers: ‘They're going backwards into
an endless dark cave, and the positive numbers are out in the sunshine going
forwards'...He had a phase of estimating, and went roundwith a steel tape
measure in his pocket for a few weeks. Everywhere we went we had to guess
the length of things, and he would measure them. Once we had to climb back
into the park at dusk so he could retrieve the tape from a seat where he knew
he'dleft it. (Anne Wade, June 1988)
Tre boys’first task ofthe day was to clean out andfeed the chickens. Given a
few chicks, Grant bred andreared60 hens. He also built their runs. Now the
birds have provided him with a successful business which produces some 40
eggs a day. "It was the best way to teach him maths" says his mother. He Reeps
his own books and is showing his younger brother how to do the same, “they
learn whatis required. Andthey learn when they wantto."
(Brenda Parry, writing in 1979 in the Daily Telegraph, reprinted in the
newsletter Digest)
J usedto occasionally buy lolly ices for the children when out on excursions,
but I resented that they always chose the expensive ones. I have solvedthe
problem; they have an allowance. Edward's allowance is on paper and he
deducts everything he spends to find his latest total The advantages are
twofold- he now buys the less expensive lolly but also is getting very goodat
subtraction. (Geraldine Lockington, December 1980)
One ofUrsula's ‘weaknesses’, as the LEA inspector saw it, was ‘number work’.
I explained to her how important they thought it was and asked her if she
would mind doing some, just to keep them happy...she had no trouble at all
picking up long multiplication, addition of large numbers, and division. Even
though shefound it so easy, Ifound it veryphoney teaching her things like this
in the old 'teachery' way.
(Peter Jones, December 1982)
Apparently, our last LEA Advisor had listed us down as ‘traditional maths,
advanced but narrow.’ As we use Cuisenaire rods and textbooks, I could
understand their confusion... tried to explain that we supplement maths with
other experiences, eg. cooking, shopping, timetables, chess, logic games, puzzles,etc. ‘Measuring a shed to see if it would be possible to move it to another
location; that Ben fiad done a survey of the volume oftraffic that passed our
house for one day, and made his own bar graph ofthe results. "Gosh, is there
that much traffic in Westleton?" he said, glancing at it andthe tossing it aside.
"But what about volume andcapacity?"
(Charlotte Keith, June 1990)
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...
Wat were you doing 15 months ago? Imagine that those past 15 months have
been spent doing nothing but learning mathematics - 8 hours every day, five
days a week - and you have some idea of the amountof time a typical child”
spends in mathematics lessons in primary andsecondary schols up to the age of
16. Is it worth it?.....Her Majesty's Inspectorate fas said: ‘At the extreme
utilitarian end of the range of reasons for teaching mathematics, each person
needs to know enough arithmetic to make simple purchases, count change,
check wages andunderstandapopular newspaper.'
(Extractfrom an article written in 1984 by MichaelCornelius, senior
lecturer in education at the university ofDurham,for the TES.)
 

The Animal School
Written by educator Dr. R.H. Reeves.

Once upon a time, the animals decided they must do something heroic to meet the
problems of a “New World.” so they organized a school. They adopted an activity
curriculum consisting of running, climbing, swimming and flying. To make it
easier to administer, all animals took all subjects.

The duck was excellent in swimming, better in fact than his instructor, and made
excellent grades in flying, but he was very poor in running. Since he was low in
running he had to stay after school and also drop swimmingto practise running.
This was kept up until his web feet were badly worn and he was only average in
swimming. But average was acceptable in school, so nobody worried about that
except the duck.

The rabbit started at the top of the class in running, but had a nervous
breakdown because of so much makeup in swimming.
The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he developed frustrations in the

flying class where his teacher made him start from the ground up instead of the
tree-top down. Healso developed charley horses from over-exertion and he got a
Cin climbing and a D in running.

The eagle was a problem child and had to be disciplined severely. In climbing
class he beatall the others to the top ofthe tree, but insisted on using his own way
of getting there.

At the end ofthe year, an abnormaleel that could swim exceedingly well and
also could run, climb andfly a little had the highest average and was valedictorian.

The prairie dogs stayed out of school and fought the tax levy because the
administration would not add digging and burrowing to the curriculum. They
apprenticed their children to the badger and later joined the groundhogs and
gophersto start a successful private school.
Reproducedfrom The Seven Habits ofHighlyEffective People byStephen Covey
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Homeschooling for the right reasons?
I think the reason you need to ask that question is because most of us have the idea thathomeschooling and public schooling are equivalent with just some minordifferences. There areactually huge compromises that need to be made in the learning environment in order for aschool to function. The following seems a bit extreme, but even in the best schools,it’s there
Someschools may be better at counteracting the effects, but these things are built into the way
we've structured our schools.
Compromise one: Schools run as assembly lines. Every child needs to learn the same thing at
the same time or the production line can’t function. The next teacher in line needs her product
(children) in a certain state so she can apply her process to them. If they are knowledge- and
skill-wise all over the board, she can’t work efficiently. Regardless of how mucha teachertries
to treat her students as individuals,shestill has to fulfil the needs of the school.
And yet, it isn’t naturalforall kids to be ready to read at the same time, or do pencil and paper
math. So the schools have to work extra hard and emphasise those skills because the “schools”
need the kids doing these on a specific time schedule. To use an analogy, its like kids who
wouldn’t naturally walk until 18 months whoare put into remedial walking lessons at 12 months
because “schools” need them walking as soon as possible. Whose needs are being served and
whatdo those needs do to the psyche ofthe child?
It isn’t naturalfor all kids to want to learn about whales on the 3" week of September. Interest is
what drives our learning, so teachers learn in teaching college to talk up the next lesson to spark
as muchinterest as possible. (There’s a specific phrase for this technique.) And if children have
other interests, they learn their own need to be set aside because whatthe teacher wants them to
leam is more important. (It took meyears to relearn that my own interests weren't just stuff to
fill my leisure time with, that they were actually important.)
Every child is different and yet every child is expected to learn by listening, reading, memorising
and testing. Those whose natural learning style is different just have to work harder. And if they
don’t work harder, they’re lazy or dumb. “They” need to adapt themselves to the environment
rather than the other way around. They learn that there is something wrong with them for not
being able to learn as easily as everyone else. Yet if the environment matched their learning
style, they would be the smart ones and the others would be the dumbones.
Compromise two; Socialisation. John Taylor Gatto pointed out in Dumbing Us Down(I think it
was) that our schools are based on the Prussian school model. And the reason the Prussians
devised the system they did was to weaken loyalty a child had to his family and strengthen his
bond with the state. When you think aboutit, you can see it happening but in a different way,
because our teachers aren’t demandingloyalty. Children do, of course, makefriends at school,
but they also view their peers as a substitute family. They want to be accepted by this new
family and look to their peers for clues on how to behave so they aren’t rejected.
We, as a society, have accepted that children need to be away from their families. That children
must learn to be independent and the sooner the better. In fact it’s not uncommon for a
(brainwashed)parent to be very surprised that you aren’t sending your 3 year old to pre-school.
They need to learn to socialise, don’t you know?
Andyet,it’s totally unnatural for children to be separated from their families. It’s human nature
to be dependentuntil natural drives for independence kick in during the teen years, Children
need a supportive, nurturing environmentin order to learn and grow. Homes are like home made
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whole wheat bread and schools are like factory-made white bread. The whole wheathas all the
natural nutrients left in and whatever extras the baker feels like adding. The white bread has
them all stripped out and the “important” ones artificially replaced. Regardless of how warm
and nurturing a teacher tries to make her room,it’s still a pale substitute for home.
So, because children lose their families for an important part of the day, they seek a substitute.
They don’t have mom to give them a hug or whatever their mother knows works best for them
whenthings aren’t going well, so they accept the generic response that the teacher uses forall
kids. They seek elsewhere among their peers and/or change themselves. They learn to like what
their peers like and dislike whattheir peers dislike. They learn to cover up any emotions that
might single them out, They learn tofit in.
Compromise three: The myth of great education. Supposedly the goal of public schools is to
make sure kids rise to their greatest potential. It’s often expressed as making sure they can be
whatever they want to be once they finish high school. Can it truly be said that a student who
has the skills to be anything she wants to be and yet has no idea what she wants to be because
she’s never had the time or opportunity to explore her likes and dislikes, be considered a product
of good education? How many high school graduates go onto college choosing an area of study
because it seems not as boring as other things or just because job prospects are good in that
field? Schools are so focused on skills and knowledge that kids have no idea what the skills and
knowledge are good for. They've had it drummedinto them that they'll be “good for the future”.
But once we're out of school we realise what a crock that is!
It’s nice to think ofa great schoolas all kids rushing to history class and being involved in lively
discussions where all opinions are treated with respect and all opinions equal fodder for debate.
Whereall the kids are absolutely passionate about their English classes, where the teacher can
engage them with her love of words and love of Shakespeare so that the kids feel what Hamlet
felt. Where the science classes are involved in solving problems facing society as the students
self-discover the knowledge they need to deal with the problem? Is any of that happening?
How exactly are the schools in your state being ranked? What constitutes “best”? Is it
standardised test scores? Is it number ofstudents going to college? Is it happiness and well-
adjustment? Are the kids trained to do well on standardisedtests or are they encouraged to learn
how to think for themselves and be creative? One may look better on paper, but which one
would you rather hire? Which one is more likely to know themselves and know what they want
in life?
Are those compromises worth a great biology and chemistry lab? (Assuming you don’t have a
community college nearby where your child could take these courses.)

Written by Joyce Fetteroll in response to the question, “Am 1 homeschooling for the ‘right’
reasons?

Thisarticle was found on an internet bulletin board: Attp://www.home-ed-
magazine.com’DSC/discus/messages/4/330.himl?TuesdayFebruary152000055 7am#POST2943
and submitted by Beverley Young (Lancashire)
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Flexi-schooling

 

Ever since we decided not to send our four children to school about seven years ago, we have
beeninterested in the idea of flexi-schooling, We sympathise with the idea ofschool as a kind of
catalogue of options into which one can dip. Wealso feel that to be home-educating, with
school for a part of the time, has the potential for giving our children the “best of both worlds”
and an experience which would enable them to empathise with school children.
Ourinitial enquiries met with rebuff. The headteacher and governors at our village school were
not interested and that is crucial. The decision does not rest with the LEA but with the head and
governors. I detest the idea of the “school run”and, in any case, see part of the reason for flexi-
schooling as allowing us to take a bigger part in our community life, so enquired no further
afield
About a year ago, we were experiencing a tricky patch in our home education. One of our
daughters seemedparticularly unhappy with the way things were going and we began to wonder
if she would prefer school. One way or another, the flexi-schooling option seemed worth
pursuing again. An acting head had been appointed at the village school and we were in the
strong position of having two good, sympathetic friends on the governors, Knowing four of the
other governors vaguely, wefelt that this might well be a very good timetotry again,

Apparently, there was some initial concern, mainly along the lines of, Would this set a
precedent?” One ofour friends was quick to point out that this was hardly likely! There were
concerns that our children should feel part of the school, and, ultimately, there were concerns
about how they would affect the school's test scores. If we boycotted the SATS, we would
adversely affect the scores ~ it is only a small school. Essentially, however, we were given the
go-ahead on the proviso that the new headteacher who would arrive the next term, was happy
with the idea.
The children wenton aninitial visit. 1 stayed at the request of my two daughters and did some
observation and somelistening to reading. Everyonefelt happy totry again

—

in fact, two of our
children wanted to start school full-time! (This was my worst fear realised and wasparticularly
galling as much ofwhat | had observed wasnot particularly inspiring 1t was three days before
the end of the summer term.) Wetackled this by explaining that it was early days yet and that
we wanted to give the flexi-schooling option a good try,
The next phase was to meet the newheadteacher, which couldn't happen until] about two weeks
after she hadstarted at the school. Sje was happy to fo ahead and had formaldetails of what the
governors requestedas part of the deal, Our children were to abide bythe schoolrules, wear the
uniform and to take Keystage 2 SATs. The scheme was to be reviewed after six months.
Although I wasn't happy about the SATs idea as a point ofprinciple, we decided to continue
Because our children are nowregistered with the LEA, the school is in the happy position of
receiving the appropriate financial allocation for each of them, so we feel future arrangements
may be negotiable.
Uniformhas been donated by a good friend and bought very cheaply from the school swap-shop.
I dislike the idea of uniform but the children don’t mind. Supervision ofthe flexi-schooling
agreementis at the discretion ofthe headteacher. Her legal duty is to ensure that the National
Curriculum is delivered to the children whilst they are in school.

‘The final task was to look at the timetable and decide what we wanted to do, Our headteacher
was happy to let us choose from the full timetable but this is not a legal right, We were
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particularly keen to find something that involved working co-operatively in a large group, as this
has been the experience most difficult to provide at home. Wednesday afternoons looked
perfect. Everyone would be doing RE and games. An added bonus was that the children could
join in with netball and football clubs after school if they wanted to. They are doing so. The
school also runs a few other after-school clubs which, now that they are registered, the children
can join. One ofour sons has tried out the Knitting Club and we are considering joining the
Drama Group.
In one sense, flexi-schooling is a misnomer. The children have to attend on a regular basis,
They can’t dip in and dip out whenever they feel like it, or whatever lessons they choose. The
flexible part is in being able to decide which bits we want to attend for an agreed period. One
could, in theory, negotiate any amountoftime in school, so long asit was regular.
So far, about three months into the scheme, everything is going reasonably smoothly. The boys
have even been in the football team — it’s a small school, remember! One of our daughters
thought she’d been to a Ferrari lesson the first week, which we all thought sounded jolly
interesting. It transpired that she'd misunderstood whatI'd told her — that she would be going to
school “for RE”! We haven’t had any major problems. Ouroldest son has noticed how much
time tings can take — getting changed for games inevitably takes ages - but on the whole,
everyone seems reasonably positive. Having had time to weigh things up, no one now wants to
go to schoolfull-time. There has been some comment onthe poor behaviour ofa minority of the
children and the discipliningit leads to. | find this very interesting as our children are far from
angelic at homeand | am certainly not the patient and endlessly reasonable mother I would like
to be! I’m particularly happy to have a couple of hours to myselfonce a week; I’m not sure | can
continue to keep my motives entirely pure! We wereinvited to take part in various Christmas
activities, including a day making decorations. | went to help, which was a very enjoyable and
interesting experience, except for the heat, Our sons opted to return home at lunchtime with me,
whereas our daughters decided to stay for the full day. One came home with a headache,
complaining about the noise and they were both very bad-temperedin the evening. | think we'll
stick with one afternoon per week!
The teachers are very thoughtful in letting us have information about trips and special events.
Right now, we are looking forward to a free trip to the Millennium Dome as the school was
successfulin the lottery for tickets.
“I like flexi-schooling,” said one of our daughters the other day. “Everyone's very nice to you
because you don’t go very often,” Say no more! Weare very grateful to our local school, its
staff and governors for their open-minded and extremely welcoming attitude and hope that this
piece oficonoclasm will be an inspiration to others. Please contact us if you want to know more,
though there isn’t much to add!
Margaret Harper The Malt House, Silver Street, Chacombe, Banbury, Oxon OX17 2JR
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Growing Outdoors

 

This article was intendedto be includedin thelast edition's special section about the importance
oftrips out. Unfortunately, due to an oversight (alright, incompetence!) on my part, it was not
included when the edition went to print. My apologies to Jon. No wonderI didn't get the Times
Job! Andy Newton (andynewton@cwcom.net)

There's something very liberating and egalitarian about going out on an “Expotition” together.
Our family favourites are almostall free and all local. Living as we do on the edge of Dorchester
we're in the wonderful situation of being near sea, farmland, open countryside and town. And
with the Iron Age fort of Maiden Castle overlooking our back garden wefeel really spoiled by
such treasures,
Most days we go for a walk along “Maiden Castle road” or up onto the castle itself. There’s so
muchto captivate the mind and eye while we're out. Every momentof every day has a special
quality of its own. The light. The clouds. Rainbows. The greening of the hedgerows and the
building of bird nests are fascinating to watch at the moment. Likewise looking out for courting
hares and a small herd of roe deer that visit from time to time brings a sense ofexpectation to our
wanderings.
The weather too is glorious. Rain. Wind. Snow. Sun. We’re always out. Amidst the wildest of
winter gales, with torches in hand, hats and coats wrapped aroundus and wellington boots firmly
on, Tim (4) and | set out into the howling darkness that roared about us last Christmas Eve. The
rain blasted us from every side and great torrents of water ran off the flooded hillsides bringing
with it great slews of mud from the fields of young winter barley. That one night we watched the
water levels rise and fill an empty river bed with a fast flowing river over three feet deep
Stomping and splashing we sang Christmas carols to the wild winds at the tops of our voices!
Last Thursday we were in Abbotsbury, on the edge of Chesil beach. After an hour just sitting on
the pebbles and watching the storm-threshed waves thundering onto the shore against the
backdrop ofa crystal clear sky we walked back into the village. By the Medieval Tithe Barn we
watched as a couple of buzzards took to the thermals, Higher and higherthey circled until neither
of us could pick them out against the sky, As they climbed we saw moreadding to their number
until ten wheeled and arced their way through the crisp, warming springair.
All three of us love being out of doors. Last year we cultivated our garden, turning a bit of
overgrown wasteland into a highly productive kitchen garden, We managed to plant and grow
almost all the vegetables we ate for the second halfof the year. And we did it all together. In
digging out the plot we found evidence of the marty people who'd lived around our home. From
modern plastic objects (pegs, twine, etc.), through broken Victorian and Edwardian domestic
pottery, one or two coins, right through to an arrow-head and hand axe from possibly 3500 or
4500 years ago. This year we’re tackling an allotment nearby, and again bringing it back into
cultivation after a numberof years of disuse. And again the history and geologyis there between
your fingers or under your fork.
Noneofthese thingsis out of the ordinary. Noneof them cost much(if anything) to do. But what
a rich gift to be able to share them together. Watching, looking, attending, listening, singing,
sploshing, walking, and simply living in the heart and humus ofthis extraordinary land
Jon Sloper lives with Tim (4) and Liz Fawkes, 10 Monkton, Winterborne Monkton, Dorchester. Dorset
D12 9PT 01305 260586 jonsloper@jpsloper.surfaid.org
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x Problem page
A PROBLEM ANSWERED:
iMy 6yr old son is not keeping up with the school curriculum and, ac-
cording to the head, is immature. He is hyperactive and cannot concen-
trate for long. He has started to mix with a ‘wild’ crowd. I do not
want to home-educate long term but would welcome other suggestions.

Here is a selection of the as sodium benzoate and 621 hada
answers received: profound effect on my son.
My son whois now 17, was just the
same. L insisted the school gotadys- Children do not all develop at the
lexia test done, also to check him for same rate. 6 is very young to be
ADD- neither of which were really doing formal work - in many coun-
recognised at this time. Once diag- tries he would not start formal
nosed with dyslexia the school knew education until 7, Let him bel
how to organise his day. He was ‘over-
active' due to boredom and not totally Home educate with an open mind.
understanding what he was to do. He Why don't you wantto do it long
is now doing an NVQ in 6th Form term? Maybe as time goes by your
I can remember asking him why he fears around home education may
played with the ‘bad’ boys - his 6year subside. ‘Schooling’ may not suit
old answer, “they have more fun". I your child.
could see his reasoning but kept a
straight face! In a few months try another

school. In the meantime, introduce
You may find it helpful to look at his him to activities where hewill meet
diet. Artificial colours, additives such other children.
SRIIIIBIIISIIIAISISIAIIISAIISISIPIIIISISISIISIASI.

 
Please send replies to the following problem or any problems you wouldlike to
put forward forthis page to tackle, to Sue White.
I cannot get my 13year old daughter actively interested in ANYTHING.
She seems to have no imagination and I end up prompting, pushing and
nagging. I fear she is turning into a ‘boring lump’. How can I help her
and avoid problems with the LEA
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Please include full name and address when
writing to newsletter editors. Name and
address can be withheld on request. Due to
limited space, some editing may occur,

SIX YEARS OF HOME EDUCATION
It is with a feeling of guilt that finally, after
home-educating my daughter, Susan for six
years, and feeding from the resources of the
EO organisation and newsletter, that | have
decided to contribute, hoping that someone
else will benefit from our experiences.
Following a few nasty school experiences, we
discovered that home schooling was an option
and wentfor it. Once the decision was made,
Susan, then aged eight, found it delicious
holding the secret that her school days were
numbered! It began like a big adventure, and
since another child from the same class had
been withdrawn at exactly the same time (it
was like a bombshell hitting the small school),
we had someoneto share it with. It was just
gorgeous enjoying the freedom of walks in
crisp, deep snow,and sledging during ‘school
hours’,
However, as well as lots of outings, we settled
down to work, doing mostly what Susan felt
like doing. We have been able to do lots of
things together because we had the time — like
going for horse riding lessons.
We all joined the local conservation group,
persuaded by Susan” brother, Roger, twelve
years her senior, and this was one of the best
things we did. Through our involvement in
this, we went on courses and Susan and |
together have built a coracle, a pole late, a
living willow arbourand learned how to make
hazel wattle hurdles and willow baskets. We
have coppiced, planted and made charcoal
Wenowgointo local schools, in school hours,
and help children to learn about conservation
and the environment and-we are involved in
giving workshops,

32

Last year, in July, Susan went to southern
Spain for two weeks on a working holiday to
join her brother, who was a volunteer worker
for six months at Sunseed Desert Technology
Project. She was only thirteen then, and coped
with cooking for twenty-five people (they
cooked in pairs), and with a resident snake in
the compost toilet. Perhaps Susan can be
persuaded to write an article about her trip
She plansto return there.
Before she went to Spain, she tried for herfirst
GCSE. After a short (September-June)
evening course at our local college, where she
was welcomed, she gained a C pass in English
Literature
Now Susan is fourteen years old, and at the
same college, is studying for GCSE
Archeology and a beginners’ course in
Spanish. At another local senior school she is
doing a GCSE course in Drawing and
Painting.
Susan is self-motivated and our LEA inspector
has no complaints. He is almost a friend now.
It saddens me to read about the difficulties
somefamilies have with LEAs.
Sometimes I wish I had never put Susan into
nursery six months prior to school or into the
school system at all. Then I think of the words
of Carlo Carretto, “How should we understand
joy without weeping, light without darkness,
forgiveness without hatred, truth without
error,” Because of our experiences, we
appreciate our presentlifestyle so much
I'd like to thank all those who, in the past six
years of our own EO membership, have
unknowingly helped us, through their letters
and articles in the newsletter Now, if ] in my
tum can beofhelp, please get in touch.
(The Higgins family consists of Joyce and
Roger, and children Roger and Susan. )
Joyce Higgins, 18 Carnoustie, Ouston, Chester
le Street, Co. Durham DH2 1JS
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SEEKING HOME-EDUCATION “CO-OP”

Having home-educated our daughter from 13-
16 years old, we have now decided to repeat
the exercise with our son. He is now 10 years
old and at school, but we intend to remove him
when he completes his primary education at 11
years. However, he is a very lively, sociable
boy and the thought of him being at home
constantly (despite his computer and some
social activities) alarms us!!

Are any readers aware ofany home-educating
*co-ops’ for children his age, where several
children work together assisted by parents? Or
does anyone know of any region where there
are lots of home-educated kids’ activities for
this age group? (We havea ‘liberal’ approach
to education, so nothing too curriculum-
based.) We are prepared to get involved and to
relocate if necessary. Please write with any
informationLorna and Danny Donohoe, 63 Elphinstone
Road, Walthamstow, LondonE17 SEZ

ADVICE ON STRUCTURED EDUCATION

Andrew and I have two daughters. The eldest,
Amy,at six is currently in school but | would
like to withdraw her at the end ofthis school
year in order to teach her and Annabel at
home. | would very much like to hear from
anyone who wouldn't mind sharing their
experiences and a little advice on home
education, 1 would particularly like to hear
from anyone using a fairly structured
approach. Has anyone found a curnculum
they would recommend? | found an excellent
package from an organisation called the WES
Homeschool but Pm afraid we just can’t
afford their fees. At this point in time T am
really just trying to build up my confidence
and would like to have some sort of system
organised before taking the plunge! So if
anyone can help, please contact me.
Ruth Wroot, 98 Wessex Road, Yoevil, Somerset
BA2I 31V (01935 476022)
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BULLYING SUPPORT
lam the mum of a teenage boy out of school
due to bullying. 1 am very keen to get in touch
with other families with similar experience.
Julie Taylor, Court Cottage, Court Lane,
Hadlow, Kent, TN]] ODS 01732 850826

THE LIVING TRUST
‘The Living Village Trust has been running for
seven years researching and nowbuilding eco-
friendly buildings. Our aim is to create
pleasant and interesting places to live and
work designed to encourage community spinit.
Somewhere safe and healthy where children
can meet other kids and play away from
traffic. Offices, workshops and community
buildings are built within the site to reduce car
use for travelling to places of work, childcare,
schools etc, The buildings are from sustainable
and local materials using local labour. At the
moment we are at the design stage of an
eighteen-acre site on the edge of Bishops
Castle in south Shropshire, 40 houses will be
built within five acres leaving thirteen acres
for recreational and agricultural use.

Within the main community building, the Life
Centre, we plan to have a Learning Studio that
will focus on the uniqueness ofindividuals, be
committed tothe practice oflife-long learning,
non compulsory, co-operative not competitive,
supportive and democratic. An inspirational
place in which to play, learn and meet with
others, People from the community will be
invited share their skills and experience in the
form of workshops and one to ones.
We are working with Janet and Roland
Meighan from Education Now who are
helping us with ideas and structure for the
Learning Studio and who are also planning to
base their Centre for Personalised Education
here. International conferences on education
will be hosted here regularly, The Learning
Studio will be running as an example of a
different approach to education One will
greatly benefit from the other.
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To find out miore, please contact Carole
Salmon or Robert Tomlinson at The Living
Village Trust, The Six Bells Centre, Church
Street, Bishops Castle Shropshire SY9 SAA.
Tel; 01588 638958 Fax: 01588 630 122
e-mail - living. village@btinternet.com

INVITATION TO ITALY
Weare an old EO family; our three children
were homeschooled but are now grown up.
Werun an open farm in Umbria,Italy and we
try to keep prices down. Wedon’t charge for
staying here, only for food, because it is nice
for us to have people coming through, and also
we want to make it possible for low income
families to have a country holiday, May and
June are beautiful months here, but everyone
comes in August because of school holidays!
Maybe there are EO families who would like a
cheap holiday? We are near Gubbio, and we
keep horses, donkeys, sheep and hens. You
can bring a sleeping bag and just pay for food
~ Lit. 20.000/day if you relax, Lit, 12.000 if
you do 4 hours work,half for children under
12 (Children under 6 free), We all help with
housework. We havea big library with many
children’s books, piano, trees to climb, lots of
space, no nearby roads and nearby places to
swim, Wealso rent a small farmhouse down
the lane in July and August that sleeps 4:
£200/week
Etain Addey and Martin Lanz, Pratale,
Vallingegno, 16020 Serino, Pg, Italy

SEEKING CONTACT
J am a single parent with a beautiful 4 year-old
son called Demyun. We live between Bala
and Corwen in North Wales, with our lovely
14 year-old Labrador. 1 would like to meet or
contact other single parent families throughout
the country for advice, chats, meetings etc.
about home educating as a single parent.
Some or our interests include music,
gardening, camping, swimming and having
loads of fun. We look forward to hearing from
you.
Rowenna Williams, 1 Bythynod Crogen,
Landrillo, Corwen, Denbighshire LL21 OSY
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Weare the Osgerby family, Leanne, Tony and
George (4). Are there any families in the
Whitby/Robin Hoods Bay/Sacrborough area
with children of a similar age, to meet for
children to play or for days out? Please, please
get in touch, Also — Rachel Baldock of
Cambridge, please can you forward your new
address as I’ve mislaidit, It will be lovely to
hear from you
Leanne Osgerby, 28 Bracken Close, Whitby,
North Yorks YO22 4HP 01947 602056
Is there a registered childminder who can look
after my son 1 days per week? I can pay for
this or organise a swap. Mychild is 9 years
old, quiet, thoughtful, sensitive and easy-
going. His current interests are Pokeman
trading, karate, climbing trees, reading and
classical guitar 1 live in Battersea but am
preparedto travelif necessary.
Lorraine MeConnan, 184c¢ Queenstown Road,
London SW8 3NR 0207 6271790

THE DOULA TRAINING NETWORK
Traditionally, through the ages and in many
parts of the world still, women have been
supported on their life’s journey by other
women, whom they know and trust. From the
onset of the menstrual cycle, through the
development of sexuality, in conceiving and
birthing babies, mothering and teaching
children,and into the menopause and beyond —
the wise women in the community are there to
nurture and support. These women are known
as traditional doulas.
The traditional doula has acquired wisdom
through her own experiences. and she is able
to share this with other women. Her
knowledge covers aspects of health, nutrition,
birth, childcare and child developmentin the
early years. The traditional doula works in a
holistic way, caring for the whole woman,and
ts conscious of the spiritual life of the womenand their children
For more information about the Doula
Training Network UK, write to:
Castle Steadings, Aros Mais, Isle af Mull
PA72 6JPor telephone 01680 300620

 
 



 

EDUCATION OTHERWISE BUSINESS
 PEAK CAMP 2000

30th June - 9th July
Informal relaxed gathering in abeautiful part of the Peak District.

Share experiences of home educating.Cycle tracks and riverside walks are
close by.

Thesite is the usual one at Barracks
Farm, Beresford Dale, near Hartington(grid ref. 123 586) Two large fields for
tents and touring caravans, showers,toilets, wash basins and small shop.
Send sae for more details to:
Gary Podmore, 52 Rupert Rd,

Sheffield, S7 1RP
0114 2585702

 

 

 GWERSYLL BEWI! SANT
Pembrokeshire Summer EO Family Camp
Sat. 17th to Sat. 24th June 2000
(it is possiblyto stay till Sat. Ist July)

In the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
Close to St. Davids, West Wales

Campsite with showers and small shop,
somecaravansavailable, 200m to beach,
dramatic coastal scenery, surfing, RSPB

reserves, leisure park, castles.
Please send SAE (with note if you want

caravan info sheet) to
Yvette Harley, 17 Maes Ingli,
Newport, Pembrokeshire, SA42

OTE. Tel. 01239 820 968
 

 Norfolk EO Camp
Sunday 23rd to Friday 28th July

In private field on the west coast
Saxon archaeological dig during the week,
manylocal attractions, beach, bird reserve

ete
£1 per person per night

Fordetails contact:
Ali Willer 01603 401020

or MandyStratton  
LOCAL CONTACT UPDATE

Resignations
Herefordshire. Clare Greenhouse has moved
away

NewActingLocalContacts.
Somerset: Vivienne and Stuart Cumming
East Sussex: Tanja Conway-Grim can cover
for a while but may be moving at end of year
so wearestill looking for someone

Areasneedingaco-ordinator: -
Cheshire, Gloucestershire South, Gwynedd,
Herefordshire. Hertfordshire, Isle of Man,
Manchester North, Powys, Strathclyde,
Sussex East, Tayside, Warwickshire,
Wiltshire
Why not find out more or send your
comments to me
Isobel Bogucki 01403 261178
E-mail isobelb@cheerful.com

 

AttentionCleveland
Myapologies for giving an incorrect
numberfor Pauline Butterworth
Her numberis: 01642 899247
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REQUEST FOR Vi
Do you want to make a contribution
to the day to day running of EO?
1. Take on a small but vital task and
make a difference for other
members. There are a variety ofjobs
available depending on the time you
can offer. Please give some time to
support the work of EO.
Contact ; Angela Smith: 01434
322372
angela@coanwood.freeserve.co.uk
2. Join a Small Group. The
following small groups have already
been set up (council members are in
bold)
Finance - Priscilla , Lynda, Celia, Ann Till
and Ken Grindlay
Enquiries - Gary, Janet, Pam and
Priscilla
Publications - Jill, Gary . Lucy Charlton.
Chris Harper, Ali Willer
Newsletter - Christine, Sue, Martine
Archer, Sally Hall, Ann KS, Sian Podmore,
Sue White Sarah Guthrie
Media - Janet, Jude and Beverley, and
Celia, Eva O'Rorke
Business Practice - Jill, Priscilla, Martine
and Gwen
DIEE Team- Anne, Jill and Gwen
Membership Support - Isobel and
Christine
New volunteers for any of the groups
most welcome, with expertise or just
an interest. Contact a memberofthe
group to find out more about it's
work.If you are interested in joining
please pass your name to Janet
Wilkinson (General Secretary).

 

 

Open Council

to attend,
To submitan item for the agenda
contact the General Secretary,

Janet Wilkinson, 31 Framlingham
Road, Peterborough PE2 8UG

Tel: 01733 554436

Free EO CarStickers
Help us spread the word, please send a
reasonably large new SAE for your free
sticker to Ali Willer, 28 Cozens-Hardy
Road, Sprowston, Norwich NR7 8QF
They will only be free during the year 2000
 

Newsletter Input and Volunteers
Although the newsletter is now produced by
a team ofpeopleit is still only as good as the
contributions made by members. Please take
the time to put your thoughts and experiences
down on paper and share them with others
Wealso still need volunteers to do the
Special Section of eachissue. Is there a topic
you wouldfind of interest? Why notoffer to
edit the 6-10 pages, only a few hours work,
and help make the newsletter a really
interesting read. Evenif you can't do the next
issue contact Christine Adey and put your
name down for onein the future that would
be at a more convenienttime. Volunteers also
needed to do the Children's Pages, again
contact Christine Adey (see inside front  cover). THANK YOU
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REGIONAL DIARYEVENTS ORGANISERS PLEASE REMEMBER,WHENGIVING FULL DETAILS OFACTIVITIES, THAT THE NEWSLETTER CANBE READ BY PEOPLE WHO ARE NOTMEMBERSOF EO
New members, attending theirfirst meeting,
should phone to check it has not been
cancelled.
All regular meetingslisted belowwill nowbe
automatically included in every issue. Please
notify changes or any meeting no longer
taking place to;
Martine Archer, 3 Brookfield, Hampsthwaite.
Harrogate HG3 2EF 01423 770396

BATH
H.E.L.P. group meet regularly for outings and
activities.
Contact: Louise Jensen 01225 840735
Louise Verran 01225 859852
Bath Hedgehogs
Contact: Jo Ball & Andy Hannen 01225 427371
BERKSHIRE
Mondays - Swimmingat Rivermead, Reading1.30pm, £1.85
Tuesdays - Swimming at Windsor Leisure
Centre, noon onwards £2.80
Wednesdays - Ice skating at John Nike
Leisure Centre, Bracknell, 2pm - 4pm £1.50
including lesson & skate hire. Show EO cardat
reception. Contact: Pat Connor 0118 9662123
Local newsletter: Dawn Dingwall 01628 783107
BIRMINGHAM
Last Wednesday of the month, Central
Library 10.30-1.30pm,also ice-skating, indoor
rock climbing, ecology and lots more
Contac: Jackte or Alan 0121 243 8242
BRISTOL
Alternate Mondays- Ice skating
Alternate Tuesdays - Swimmingat
Bishopsworth Pool, 1.30 - 2.30
Fridays, Totterdown YMCA,10 45 - 2.00,
term timeonly.
Contact: Kathy Nott 0117 966 8265
BUCKS.
Newsletter for Bucks/Northants,
Contact: Dawn Waddington 01908 569380
e-mail dawnwaddington@hotmail.com

37

Fortnightly meetings for crafts, activities,
play, speakers, drama,trips to museums,
theatre etc
Contact: Jackie 61753 886924 or
Dorothy01494 782864
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Cambridge - Regular meetings and outings,
Ring for a newsletter.
Contact: Penny 01223 526441
Monthly at Alconbury,activities run by
Christian group. All welcome
Contact: Audrey Hill 01480 219881
Peterborough - Weeklyvisits and outings
Contact: Janet Wilkinson 01733 554436
CHESHIRE
Cheshire/Stockport Area; Alt. Ed. News,
listing all the educational and social events
going on. Available by subscription, or for
event information,
Contact: Nicky Forster 01625 869719,
CLEVELAND & DURHAM
Anyoneinterested in helping to set up a new
group please
Contact; Pauline Butterworth 01642 899247
CORNWALL
Twice weekly events all round the county.
CHEERSSnewsletter. To subscribe or for
information
Contact; Anna Wheeler, Cambrose Farm,
Redruth, TR1I6 4HT 01209 890378
e-mail annaa@wheeler 19 fnet.co.uk
CUMBRIA
Informal gatheringsfor socialising, support
and activities.
Kendal- alternate Wednesdays Castle St.
Youth Centre 12,30-3,30
Penrith - alternate Tuesdays Castletown
Community Centre 1.30-3.30
Contact: Sarah Cook 01768 896019
DEVON
Contact: Sammy & Nick Vidal-Hall 01548 830716
Activities - Rock-climbing, 10-pin bowling,
‘Magic’ sessions, bonfires, chatting, ete
Contact: Belinda Harris-Reid 01364 643343
Email:bline@compuserve.com
South Devon new group now meeting weekly
for activities/outings
Contact: Penny Cook 01626 836747
penny. cook@virgin.net
Maddie Lynfield 01364 73854
maddie.connect@virgin.net

 



 

 
Ice skating at Plymouth Pavillions
Wednesdays at 12pm.
Contact: Pat Stoolman 01626 854592

DEVONEAST/DORSET WEST
Fortnightly meetings at Monkton Wyld Court.
Activities + grounds to play in. For events list
Contact: Habiba 01297 561070
Lisa 01297 445685
DORSET
Regular meetings, keep in touch
Contact: Christine Adey 01258 880355
Rosemary Newton 01747 853593
Bournemouth/Pool/Christchurch, 2nd
Tuesday 12-3 Parkstone Boys and Girls Club,
Recreation Rd, Parkstone, Pool.
Contact: Sandra Innes 01258 450882Wendy Irving 01202 438254
ESSEX
Colchester- fortnightly meetings, Wednesdays.£2.50 per family.
Contact: Sue Johnston 01206 520284
35 Lethe Grove, Colchester, Essex CO2 8RG
Also monthly meetings in Chelmsford and
weekly meetings in Southend
Essex Epicycle gives details of all events and
outings. £2.50 for 4 issues.
Contact: Sandie Cottee 01268 733259
17 South ViewRd, Rettendon, Chelmsford CM3
8DX
FIFE
Outings & get togethers
Contact: Karen Spy 01334 655361
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
1" Tuesday in month at Twyning near
Tewkesbury.
Every Thursday swimming and trampolining
Otheroutings every month- play areas, ice
skating, bowling, climbing, picnics, crafts etc.
Contact: Rob or Fiona Brookes 01684 290087
brookes@openhorizons.screaming. net
HAMPSHIRE
Portsmouth EOPlay, Leam, Enjoy. Warm
and welcoming group with kids 5-15 meet
Fridays for art, craft, music and chat, also
local outings.
Contact: Julie Chappell 0170S 640242
Experienced group ofhome educators
meeting for social, play, art, science, dance
drama, sport and other activities. For intro
newsletter send SAEto;
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ACTIVEOc/o 30 Spring Rd, Sarisbury Green,
Hants S030 7FH §daywest@dircon.co.uk
01243 528508
Fareham, Gosport, Winchester,
Southampton area. P.W.C. Home Education
Group meet regularly for ten-pin bowling,
swimming, and manyother activities. All
welcome.
Contact: Gayle Joubert 01705 553842 or Deborah
Bull 01705 587868
Group for young children meeting for
socialising, invite others to join.
Contact: Alison or Nicholas 0170 3 283727
HANTS/WEST SUSSEX
Teenager Day; every 2nd Tuesday ofthe
month. Activities planned by the group,for any
home educators 12+. Meeting in the Chichester
area
Contact: Edward 01243 528508
Activities and support, all welcome Solent
Area EO (S.A.E.0.)
Jontact: Sally Andrews01794 368821 or

Bernadette Bury 01243 264837
ISLE OF WIGHT
Fridays - picnics, BBQs, swimming,
photography. All ages welcome.
Contact: Jude 01983 531680
Jackie 01983 530378
KENT
Regular meetings & activities:
Canterbury -
Contact; Irene Judd 01227 709570
Medway towns-
Contact: Bridget Becci 01634 234938
Tunbridge Wells -
Contact: Kim Dale 01892 863941
Fortheatre outings and eventslisting send sae
to: Amanda Mackenzie 16, Brambletree Cotts,
Borstal Rochester,ME1 37
LANCASHIRE
Regular meeting, please ring.
Contact: Angelika Walter 01254 603 497
Meetings at Bumley Central Library
Children's department,first Mondayofthe
month.
Contact: Lorraine Jessop 01706 879424
LEICESTERSHIRE
Frequent meetings for play, crafts, walks,
hanging out, singing, swimming,science,
skating and much more.
Contact: Lise 0116 242 5802

 



 

 
LONDON
Bi-weekly for socialising & support. Ages 1-8
yrs. Tues am swimming (Brittania Leisure
Centre Islington) Wed am Clissold Park
Contact: Charlotte 0171 254 0419
‘Wednesdays -Honor Oak playgroundContact: Keith Hertog 0181 776 859
SE London/West Kent, new group being set
up in Orpington, Sidcup, Bromley area. For
workshops, fun and educationalactivities,
Contact: Kate 01732 458804
NW London Otherwise Club
Contact: Leslie 0181 969 0893
Wandsworth HE Group, Tuesdays
fortnightly from 26th October. Meeting at
12.15, cost £3.50 per family, for directions
Contact: Shan 018] 673 6307
E-mail: shan@hogonline.co.uk
Middlesex Harrow Leisure Centre 1-2pm .
probably fortnightly meetings.
Contact: Karen Clarke 0181 907 7797

Ni
Bi-weekly at Peel Moat Sports Centre,
Stockport. Sports, games, all ages welcome
£1.40 perchild.
Contact: Gil Wilson 0161 442 8723
Monthly formalart classes at Stockport Art
Gallery. £1 per child
Contact; Gil Wilson 0161 442 8723
Anyone from 10+ age group wanting to
get together for activities please, any
suggestions gratefully received!
Contact; Gil Wilson 016) 442 8723
Computing Skills, 1* & 2” Sats at Moore
family’s home. Limited places.
Contact: Karen 01204 573136
Firswood Social meeting altemate weeks.
Contact: Pam and Nick on 0161 862 9621
Manley Park Autonomous HE Group,
Wednesdays | 1-3 Come and play at Manley
Park Methodist Church,
Cromwell Ave, Whalley Range.
Contact: Sue Flindt 016] 881 4830
MADCOW news-sheet (Manchester and
District Communication ofWhat'son ),
Free, Send stamped addressed envelopes to Gill
Wilson, 20 Brook Road, Heaton Chapel. Stockport
SK4 SBZ.
NOTTINGHAM
Weekly meetings for socialising, support and
outings. Forfull list
Contact: Wendy 0115 9114312
Louise 001773 780634

39

 

NORFOLK
NEONgives details of all events. £1.50 plus
four large saes.
Contact: Ali Willer 28 Cozens-Hardy Rd
Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8OF 01603 401020.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Tuesdays & Fridays weekly activities and
visits including Kingsthorpe Community
Centre, Museums, Parks, Wacky Warehouse,
factories etc
Contact: sae to Mr & Mrs F Benham 4 Pilgrim
Way, Wellingborough, Northhants NN8B 2A
OXFORD
Weekly meetings - 267 Marston Rd.
Classes in Art, (all ages) Philosophy (over 8's)
German,(all ages), Fortnightly, Science
Theory & Speakers Comer.
Monthly, parents meetings
Contact: Wendy Plested 01865 514973
STAFFORDSHIRE/SOUTHCHESHIRE/NORTH
Fortnightly meetings in rural location for
crafts, drama, music etc
Contact: Patricia 01785 851150
Stafford:Every 2nd Tuesday meetingin
village hall for crafts, games etc.
12-3.30pm.
Contact: Nicola 01785 612410 or
Suzanna 01785 252518
SUFFOLK
Meetings every 3 weeks with professional
workshops.
Contact: Sarah Guthrie 01379 783678
SURREY
Fridays - Ice skating at Guilford Spectrum
1 30-4.00, £2.35 (+75p for group lesson).
Tuesdays/Thursdays - weekly meetings in and
around Guildford.
Contact: Lynne Sowden, 25 Tychbourne Drive,
Guilford GU4 7DH(£1.50 for 3 eventslists)
SUSSEX
‘There is something happening nearly every
day. Monthly Newsletter/Events list- £8 pa or
£4 for 6 months, cheques payable to 'ESEO'
please, to Sarah Raine, 6 The Diggers, Golf
Drive, Brighton, BN] 7LB
Weare planninga visit to the Gatwick
Aviation Museum endofJune or beginning of
July. Please send a SAE to Isobel Boguckiif
you would like details.Contact: Tanja Conway-Grim 01435 882623
(East Sussex)

 



 

 
Isobel Bogucki 01403 261178 (West Sussex)
Friday EO Clubat Lindfield
Contact: Liz Evans 01444 414058
There have been many teenagersstarting on
home education in the area recently, What
activity or event would appealto you? Ring
Jan 01273 514528 with your suggestions.
Home Educators Hastings Area New group
meeting first Monday andthird Thursday of
the month, plus other outings and daytrips.
Contact; Ali Hudson 01424 814175
TYNESIDE
Monthly meetings,visits, activities etc
Contact; Linda Robertson 01911 4567007
WALES
Cardigan area Social meetings and outings
on Mondays.
Contact: Yvette Hartley 01239 820 968
Swansea monthly meetings in Llanelli/ area
Contact: Sue Haggerty 01269 861902
NE Wales / Borders - gym/ trampolining in
Wrexham (Thurs), meetings in Oswestry area
(Tues), W.Cheshire/NE Wales (Mon or Fri)
Contact: Jenny Bove 01978 757489
49 Westminster Rd, Moss Valley, Wrexham LL116DH £2for a year's listing
North West Wales haslots ofmembers
Anyoneinterested in hosting/organising an
event contact Jenny Bove as above
Glamorganshire - Regular group meetings
planned once or twice a month. Suggestions
and new families,
Contact: CeliaMcDonaugh 01633 669104
Gwent- Regular group activities now being
arranged, Suggestions and new families
welcome.
Contact: Dawn 01495 303468
WEST MIDLANDS
Something happening somewherein the
region severaltimes a week includingtripsout,
a resource centre, activities, science club,
bowling, swimming ete. A warm welcome is
extended to all home educators. Full details in,
HELM,our monthly newsletter. (£7.20 pa inclpostage.)
Contact: Penny Clarke 01922 745465
pennyclarke@homeschoolfreeserve,co.uk
Joy Beasley 0121 585 6450
JoyBeasley@b-bunch.freeserve.co.uk
New venue at Coseley. Fortnightly meetings
with a resource centre, activities and
workshopsplanned.In the pipeline - science
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club, drama group, music & swimming
lessons. All home educators welcome.
Contact: Penny Clarke 01922 745465
Joy Beasley 01922 641139
WILTS/DORSET/HAMPS
Lowes Street Hall, off Wetherby Rd,
Salisbury. 2-Spm 2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Moorsvalley Country Park, nr Ringwood Ist &
3rd Tuesdays.
Contact; Vicky Slater 01722 324863, Wendy
Irvine 01202 438254, Becka Bradley Carter
01747 870729.
Wi E IRE
Regular activity meetings and outings in the
north Worcestershire area,
Contact: Gail Tutcher 01562 822034,
email gail@tqmi.co.uk or see the regular
page in HELM,West Midlands newsletter
Weekly meetings Worcerstershire area
Contact: Pat 01527 876184
YORKSHIRE -NORTH
Regular meetings & visits etc Please send two
second class stampsfor quarterly news-sheet,
or your e-mail address
Contact: Meraylah Allwood01904 448643
e-mailjemergram@zetnet.co.uk
YORKSHIRE -EAST
Regular meetings andvisits etc. Please send
two secondclass stampsfor quarterly
news-sheet
Contact; Alison Houston 01405 769902
Hull, informal meetings every Friday, 2pm
Pearson Park (nr Conservatory entrance, or
inside if cold)
Contact: Karen 01482 345655
YORKSHIRE - SOUTH
Tuesdays 12-3 term timeat Highfield
Adventure Playground. Outdoor equipment
plus indoor room forcrafts,
table tennis etc. Free entry, small
contribution for materials only Off London
Rd/Abbeydale Rd, Tum up or
Contact: Annette 0114 2583502
Fiona 0114 22751142
Thursday - weekly informalsocial meetings
All SouthYorkshire members
welcome.
Contact: Angie Targett 0114 2817466
Swimming fortnightly, 2nd Tuesday at
Hillsborough Leisure Centre 12pm and 4th
Wednesday at Bamsley Metrodome 12.30
Contact: Jan Bennett 0114 2817466



 
 

YORKSH - Ss
Outings & activities
Contact: Eva 01535 274520
Last Thursday of each month 11.00 - 1.30 at
the Civic Centre, Huddersfield
Contact; Diane 01484 846946
Second Friday ofthe month, 1.00 - 4.00at
Moortown Baptist Church, King Lane, Leeds
£2 .50 per family
Contact: Eva 01535 274520
Susan 0113 268 1137
Last Wednesdayof the month, 11.45 Baildon
Rec Centre, Shipley
Contact: Trish Flynn 01274 590788
Swimming(term time), Tuesdays at Bradford
Contact: Eva or Trish
Wednesdays, 10.30 Huddersfield Sports Centre
Contact: Helen 01484 602100
 

ADVERTISMENTS
TUITION FOR YOUR CHILD

(8-12 years) froma qualified and
experiencedprofessional teacher

and a homeeducator.
lirtendly and supportive leaming

environment.
Specialist in mathematics, English and

science.
Workshops for groups by arrangement.
Easyaccess from A38 in south Devon.

Informal enquines welcome.
Clare Griffiths BSc PGCE

01626 852750
claregriffiths@tinyonline.co.uk

The New HEHA Club
(Home Educators Hastings Area)
Meeting first Mondayandthird

Thursday of every month. All welcome
for regular or occasionalvisits.
June 13th trip to Herstmonceux

Science Centre and Discovery Park
Saturday Ist July summer picnic and
Bar-B-Q in a 62 acre 1000 year old
woodlandin the heart of Sussex.

Within easy reach of Kent, East and
West Sussex. Forall details call

Ali Hudson 01424 814175

 

 

 STEVE A Story of Home Education
(64 pagesincl. valuable index) published
under the pseudonym Elizabeth James -
is now available from the author, Mrs
Margaret Stevens.@ £4.50 (+ £1 p&p)
Details: 01844 343 928 or order (with
cheque made payable to Education
Otherwise) from: High Beech, Lower
Rd, Looseley Row, Princes
Risborough, Bucks HP27 ONU

équipe I
OUP'slatest French course
Student's book + 4 casettes

"équipe is the first stage of a
stimulating 4-part French course,

catering for a wide range ofabilites."
Brilliant material - my son loved it!

Excellent condition - £45
(cost £70)

(équipe 2, 3 and 4 to follow)
Ring Christine 01253 592291
 

  ti Teaching M |
from Business

Large booklet with hundredsoffree and
cheap resources from companies, now

available at £8.95 from;
L., University of Warwick,
Coventry CV4 7AL

01203 523948
(Fax) 01203 617948
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New Forest
Small group of children, 3 to 7 years,
socialising in a relaxed, stimulating

setting, invite others to join sessions.
Tel: Alison or Nicholas

01703 283727
Teenage Home Educators

Support, Advice and Inspiration
Including taking exams and webresources  www.silencingthebell.btinternet.co.uk
   Services and products advertised on these
pages have not been endorsed by Education

Otherwise.

 

 



 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS
 Wise Owl Educational Software

PO Box 334 Abingdon OX14 2YB
01235 - 529808 wiseowlsw@aol.com

UK's only children's shareware library,
specialising in educational programs

and games. Ages 2-16+. 900+ titles (DOS,
Windows 3.1 & 95/98), 342" and 5'4"

media, £3 per disk. Free catalogue & advice. Nomembership fees
http://members.aol,com/wiseowlsw/

index.html
HEResource List: http://members.aol.

com/wiseowlsw/resource.htm
LA CHAPARRADiscounted holidays at the home of an

EO family in the mountains of southern
Spain. Accommodationfor 4. Full board

available.David and Aspen Edge, (E01), Apartado
de Correos 19, 18420, Lanjaron,

Granada, Spain.Tel/Fax: (00 34) 958 34 70 53
Modern Traditional Highland Cottage
Logfire, sleeps 6, near woodlands, River
Spey and Caimgorm mountains, Aviemore

and seaside. Great views, over 100
attractions. Very reasonable rates. Mention
this ad when booking and EO will get a

£10 donation
Tel; 0181 5820729 or 01895 677576

The Learning Studio, Castle Green, Bishops Castle
ADifferent Direction!

 

 

Experienced teacher required for new independent
venture; a “Learning Studio” for a small group of
home-schooled 5-9 year olds. The post requires
someone with charisma, initiative, energy and
creative vision to help set up and facilitate, learning
activities, in conjunction with parents.
Part-time 0,5 Fixed-Term Contract. One year initially
(subject to review thereafter) £8,500 p.a. (i.e. £17,000
pro rata). Ideally required beginning or during
Summer Term 2000. Ring for further information
and full job description 01588 680 610.
Presents an exciting opportunity to use your full
range of skills to foster creativity, independent
learning and shared group activities with motivated
children in a non-bureaucratic environment.ST !FREE
Computer software: Typing course, GCSE

physics, French course etc. Free to anyone in
E.O. Phone:01942 795975

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONALRESOURCES.New catalogue,including
Greenleaf Press, Saxon Maths, English from the
Roots Up, Wordsmith and Explorers Bible Study
(andlots more), send A5 SAE plus 3x1st class

stampsto
CER, Otterhill Farm, Rowtown,
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 1HD
Phone 01932 855918 for details
 Holi

Mablethorpe area, EO family wishes to let
converted 2 bedroomself-contained cottage

to EOfamily. 1/2 mile to beach, close to
leisure centre, watermill, windmill, children's

farm etc, Gardens with play area. £150
inclusive. Also caravan and camping
Greenhalgh Family, North End

Farmhouse, Kent Ave, Mablethorpe,
Lincs. LN12 1QF 01507 472758
 HOLIDAY IN SOUTH DEVON
The Vidal-Hall's will once again be vacating their
home for the summer and makingit available for
EO families to rent. It is a large airy Victorian

House,sleeping up to six, close to both Dartmoor
and south Devon coast. For more information

contact Nick:
01548 830716
 Essential Maths Tutor CD-ROM

Thefirst true one to one tuition program
created by a teacher. This program

converts your computer into an experienced
maths teacher and hence could be used as

either a private tutor for your children or as a
guide for you helping your children

www.tutor-books.com
EO members Price £60) Normal Price £85

10, Hunter Tce, Grangetown,
Sunderland SR2 8SD
    EDUCATING CHILDREN AT HOME
by Alan Thomas(Cassell 1998)
This book covers research into 100 home
educating families in delightfully readable
format. There are accounts ofdifferent
methods and lots of quotes from families.
Offered to EO members at special price of
£9.50 from:
85 Coleridge Road, London N8 SEG,
cheques payable to Education Otherwise
 Services and products advertised on these pages heye not been endorsed by Education Otherwise.

 

 



 

ADVERTISEMENTS
 THE NON-STOP READER forteaching

your child to read within weeks
Parents say: "exciting", "a lovely approach to
children's leaming", "scholarship, wit and fun",“my daughter (5) loved it and would get it out

each night, eager to carry on”
Complete kit (book and cards) £18.50 post free
Orders/enquiries: Non-Stop Books, 26

Lathbury Rd, Oxford OX2 7AU
Tel: 01865 554953

e-mail:NonStopBooks@compuserve.com
  Peace One Day
A campaign organisation aimed at creating a
day ofpeace,fixed in the calendar for people

throughout the world to observe and
celebrate every year. They aim to raise

awareness among young people and hopethat
children are becoming the driving force

behind the campaign andthe strongest voice
for peace. The United Nations

International Day of Peace "Hear the
Children" Dayis set for 19th September

To get involved contact:
‘Peace one day’, 54 Romsey Road,
Lyndhurst, Hampshire SO43 7AR
or visit:_www.peaceoneday.org

Magnotherapy for Health
and Fuel Conservation

Ethical, workable business opportunity
Ideal for home educating family

It's working for us!
Part time/Full time,flexible, no pressure

Brilliant innovative product:
Helping people, animals and the planet!

Interested?
Ring for free information pack
on products, business or both
Chris Ojari_0114 2348965
 RESOURCES BOOKLET

50 page booklet giving information on different
curriculum materials available to home educators
whoare interested in a more structured approach.
For a copy please send a £1 coin to coverprinting
and postage, with your address to: H.Turnbull,
Hall Lodge, Biddenden Rd, Headcorn,

Ashford, Kent, TN27 9JD.
Free electronic rtf. copy, e-mail me
at:julian.turnbull@btinternet.com

Comments aboutit include "very useful indeed";
"what a lot of information”, "We really enjoyed 

 The 'UK Home Education Support’ e-mail
list provides mutual support for UK-based home
educators and those interested in home education,
to allow the sharing of knowledge and experience

between established and prospective home
educators and providing a forum forfree

discussion of home education issues. E-mail
UK-HOME-ED-REQUEST@LISTSERV.

AOL.COM forinfo.
 
 

TO BE FREE
A RADICAL ALTERNATIVE
EeChildren. Women. Families. Freedom.

A journal addressing thedifficult issues of
freedom. How much we have ourselves, and

how much we give away.
Subscription (3 issues A4 48+pp) Unwaged £6
Average £11, Higher £15. Chequesto: To Be
Free sent to Vidal-Hall Family, Homecroft,
Brownston Rd, Modbury, Devon PL21 ORQ Tel: 01548 830716

reading your booklet"
E.O. T-SHIRTS

White with EO. logo(red triangle kicked
open by running children)

£5 adult, £ 3.50 child (plus p+p)
Send as.ae for details/order form to
Matthew Connor, 2 Whitegates Lane,

Reading, Berkshire, RG6 [ED
SoftwareStar

Westock thelatest kid's educational and
games software,all at discount

| prices with free first class delivery. Please
| take a look at our web site
| at. www.softwarestar.co.uk| For example: All Reader Rabbit and Clue
| Finderstitles are currently half|||

 

 

RRP at £9.95 including P&P.
Tel/Fax: 01989 780 630

Seeking ALISON MAFFHAMto renew
contact. Contact: Joan Hoare, 25 Moor
Oaks Rd, Broomhill, Sheffield S10 1BX

0114 266 6605

      
Services and products advertised on these pages heye not been endorsed by Education Otherwise.
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Tuition offered in: piano, recorder, French,
primary Maths, English.

Please contact
Christine Sherwood, 123 Claremont Rd,

Forest Gate, London, E7 0PY
020 8472 6356

Anyoneinterested in buying
Usborne books, jigsaws or games.

New rangeavailable from March
Suitable for children aged 0-10

For catalogue phoneJulie: 01283 760800.
10%ofsales will go toE.O
 

 Vacancies for Violin Pupils
Suzuki Trained teacher has vacancies

weekday mornings, £15 half hour lesson,
group lessonsavailable

Contact: Sally Lisney, 52 Nightingale Rd,
Hampton, Middx. 0181 979 6118

Dorling Kindersley Family Learning
Exciting Books, Educational Fun CD Roms,
Videos and Games Coveringall subjects and

all Ages. For a Free Catalogue:
Sarah Greep 01752 309877

sgreep@eurobell.co.ak
 Mathematics

A series of books. Afirstin clarity,
readability and simplicity.

Manyoriginal explanationsof the concepts,
and incorporating lots of simple stories of the

historical developments.
Written by a person with much experience of
teaching at home, children whoarefailing in

the classroom
£5 each tp&p

Ring Liz on 0191 4779294

Orvisit: www.dk.com to browse and place
your order quoting Ref. UK41520Q

(L will donate 10% of any sales to EO)
Whynot join DK and buyat discountfor yourself or
build your ownbusiness recommending and selling

the fabulous DK

HomeEd2000
What's the Difference?

Cliff College, Derbyshire.
September1st-3rd

Thefifth national conference for Christian

 
 CHEQUE THIS OUT!

Fantastic business opportunity:
*Work from Home

*Choose your own hours
*Noboss

*No commuting
*Ideal for homeschoolers

*5+ hours/week builds substantial income
*Unlimited friendly help and advice

“Free information pack: 01228 541360
 

Choice in Education
The independent monthlypublication for

homeeducators. A year's subscription costs
£6.50 please make out cheques/PO to
Choice in Education. For a sample copy

please send an AS stamped SAEenclosing
3 x loose 2nd class stamps

PO Box 20284 London NWI 3WY
Tel/fax 0171-813 5907

Also available: Truancy information Cards &
The Elective Home Education Guidelines Home Educators. Write for information

"HomeService’, 48 Heaton Moor Road,
Stockport, SK4 4NX

Co-Housing Project in Exeter
Own your ownselfcontained home, with

your own kitchen. Also share common dining
room, kitchen and optional shared evening

meals. Trying to create a sense of
community, live more cooperatively,

efficiently and sustainably
Contact: Bill Balharry, Town Wood

Cottage, Oakford, Tiverton, EX16 9EW
01398 351 411

To place an advert...
Advertising in the newsletter is free, but if you are
running a business or hoping to profitfrom your
advert, please send an appropriate donation.

Cheques should madebe payable to "Education
Otherwise" Remember that EOis run entirely

byvolunteers andhas no income except
members’ subscriptions, Adverts should be

limited to 1 8th page or 50 words cmdsent (with

     any donation)tothe advertising editor

Services and products advertised on these pages have not been endorsed by Education Otherwise.44



 

Membership
Address changes, membership (inc. cards)
and newsletter subscription queries.
Lynda Hitchman,31 Audley St., Reading,
Berks RG30 IBP Tel: 0118 961 4466
database@education-otherwise.org
Stationery
Leaflets, posters, membership forms,and car
stickers:
Ali Willer, 28, Cozens-Hardy Road, Sprowston,
Norwich NR7 8QF (Donations towards postage
andprinting welcomed, reuse labels £2.50 per
100 -freefor EO business use)

Publications
Books, information leaflets and back issues of
newsletters. Fora full list send an SAEto:
Chris Harper, Badgers Holt, Birchwood,
Storridge, Malvem Worcs WR13 SHA
Tel: 01886 884740
(Ifyou have hadyourpublications listfora
while ring Chris to check availabilityofthe item
you want before ordering.)
Contact with LEA
if you need information to help in dealing with
your LEA ring your Local Contact or any council
member.
Small Jobs
If you have alittle time to help EO contact
Angela Smith 01434 322372
Useful Contacts
Single Parent Family Contact: Sarah
Martin, Lammas, 34 Cowslip Drive,Little
Thetford, Ely, Cambs CB6 3JD
Special Needs: Christine Waterman
85 Elfrida Road,Watford, Herts WD1 8AT
Tel: 01923 464773
School Phobia: Geraldine Adams
Tel; 0171 263 4922
Autonomous Education Support and
Advice(acting): Sammy and Nick
Vidal-Hall, Home Croft, Brownston St,
Modbury, Devon PL21 0QR. Tel: 01548 830 716
GCSE Contact: Wendy Plested
Tel: 01865 514973
College Contact: Kathy Chilton
Tel. 01969 623707

EOStalls: Lucy Charlton
2, Wistow Road, Newton Harcourt, Leics
LE8 OFT Tel: 0116 2592118
Research Contact: (vacant)
Chair: (vacant)
Vice Chair: Eleanor Stapleton
63 Sweet Briar Grove, Edmonton, London
NOOLU Tel: 0181 884 1368
General Secretary (acting): Janet
Wilkinson, 31 Framlingham Road, Peterborough
PE28UG Tel: 01733 554436
Treasurer: Priscilla Park-Weir
212 Gordon Avenue, Camberley, Surrey
GUIS 2NT Tel: 01276 22735
Media Coordinator: (vacant)
Newsletter Coordinator (acting);
Christine Adey, | Dunbury Cottages, Milton
Abbas, Dorset DT11 ODH Tel; 01258 880355
Local Contact Coordinator: Isobel Bogucki
20 Rusper Road, Horsham, West Sussex
RH12 4BD Tel: 01403 261178
Enquiries Secretaries Coordinator:
(Temporary) Priscilla Park-Weir 212 Gordon Rd,Camberley, Surrey GU1S 2NT (01276 22735)
Membership Secretaries Coordinator:
Pam Bellinger, 9 Main Road, Kelmarsh,
Northampton NN6 OLY Tel: 01604 686521

Council Members
If you have a problem contact your nearest
council member;
Geraldine Adams (North London)
Christine Adey (Dorset)
Jude Ashley-Walker(Isle ofWight)
Pam Bellinger (Northants)
Isobel Bogucki (West Sussex)
Lynda Hitchman (Berkshire)
Jill Fisher (Leics)
Sue Hutchin (Kent)
Priscilla Park-Weir (Surrey)
Gary Podmore (Yorks)
Eleanor Stapleton (London-North)
Jenny Stevens (West Sussex)
Anne Wade (London Middx)Bruce Wallace (Highlands)
Janet Wilkinson (Cambs)
Beverley Young (Lancs)

 



 

 

 

educationotherwise
Education Otherwise is a membership organisationwhich provides support and information for families whosechildren are being educated outside school, and for thosewhowishto uphold the freedom offamilies to take properresponsibility for the education of their children.
Ourprincipal aims areto:
* encouragelearning outside the school system;* reaffirm that parents have the primary responsibilityfor their children’s education andthat they have theright to exercise this responsibility by educating themout of school;
+ establish the primary right of children to havefullconsideration given to their wishes andfeelings about

their education.
For further information send an A5s.a.e.to:

P.O. BOX 7420
LONDON N9 9SG

HELPLINE 0870 7300074
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