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240 Croydon Rd, Caterham, Surrey
Tel: 01883 344153
Children’s Pages Editor:
Catherine Bellinger
19 Fortescue Drive, Chesterton,
Bicester, Oxon DX6 8UT
The Deadline for Contributionsis:
tstJanuary 1999
Please include your name, address and
telephone number and mark material

There will be special sections on the
following subjects

The Performing Arts
February ‘99, deadline 1st January
Experiences of Children’s Self
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Please share your experiences and
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Messages from The Editors

Hello. | am Barbara Kay, one of the
editors. | have had the fun oftalking to
manydifferent contributors, and open-
ing the post, not to mention the interest
(?) of laying out the magazine, while
Anne and Mark have been slogging
awaywith the typing andfiles. Our
family comprises Kicki, Steve and my-
self. We believe in unschooling, love
John Holt, try our best to be non-
coercive towards everyone, and hope
that we are giving Kicki the best pos-

Weare Tristan, Anne and Mark
Bedish. We have been committed to
home(un)schooling since Tristan was
five months old when we met some
homeschoolers via La Leche League
and were captivated by their wayoflife
and ideas about education and
children: their children seemed to be
teally enjoying their lives and learning
as compared to other children, andit
seemed to be as muchduetotheir
unschooling as to their child-centered
parenting skills. Over nine years later

sible start in life we can. However, you
will see later in this magazine that our
lives are in turmoil just now. We follow
the path trusting whereit will lead. A
special thank you to Bill for late night
duty. Enjoy the articles, and ... Merry
Christmas one andall!

Barbara Kay, 41 Dundas Gardens,
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 1RX
barbara@bamail.demon.co.uk

we arestill captivated.
Tristan does, as John Holt says,

leam all the time. So do we! He
loves reading, in particular amusing
stories, playing computer gamesof all
kinds, writing small computer
programs, improvising on the piano,
playing with friendsof all ages and
thinking a lot; he knows dozens of
obscure and interesting facts about
animals, birds, fungi, clouds and many
more things than we can ever
remember. He does not attend any
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Messages from the Editors Continued from overleaf
clubs, classes or groups,
he doesn't want to. Wevisit museums,
the
Discovery Zone and the new Earth Lab
at the Natural History Museum are
favourites at the moment and Tristan
likes to engagethestaff there in long
conversations. Welisten to music,visit
art galleries, watch television together,
especially nature programmes, some
schools programmes and Star Trek,
play with games,toys, kits and various
paraphernalia, go to the Zoo and Kew
Gardens,visit historic places, see plays
andtalk and talk and talk.

It soundsidyllic. It is. No difficul-
ties? Yes. Sometimes, we worry, when
we're feeling negative, and mostly about
whetherTristan will be able to earn a
living in a waythat he can enjoy when
he's grownup(Tristan, currently over my

shoulder,tells me that he is going to
write the best computer action gamein
the world !). We then rememberall the
things that Tristan has done so far,
more importantly, we reflect on how
happy and content he is doing just what
he is doing with his life and we renew
ourfaith in him to do whatis right for
himself which, we believe,will build a
strong foundation for his adulthood.

It has been very interesting being
involved with the productionof this
newsletter, | hope you all enjoy reading
it and have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Anne Bedish 6 Tonbridge Road, West
Molesey, Surrey, KT8 2EL
email: anne@bedish.demon.co.uk

 
 

The Annual General Meeting
of

Education Otherwise Association Ltd
will be held ot

Kingfisher Barn, Abingdon, Oxonon
Saturday 6 February 1999, at 2.30 p.m.

The business of the AGMis to consider the accounts, to receive reports fromthe officers. to elect members tothe Council of Management, and to appoint auditors
The number of Council members is set at between 14 and 19. As at November 1998 there are 16

members in post (see inside back cover)
At the forthcoming AGM,six Council members must retire, but may seek re-election The Councilmay recommend other candidates for election. Registered members (i. guarantors) of EO may also proposecandidates. In this case, written notice fromthe proposer and signed consent from the candidate (who must alsobe a registered member) must both reach the general secretarynoearlier than January 8th and nolater thanFebruary Ist. In the eventofa voteat the AGM, registered members personallypresent are entitled totake partprovided they have paid their subscription
If you wish to becomea registered member (guarantor) of EOplease write to the general secretaryas soonas possible, enclosing an SAEor return address label with stamp
In addition to the AGM,an open Council meeting will start at 10 00a.m_ and will continueafter theAGMifnecessary. If you have an item for the agenda, please let me know as soon as possible
All EO members are welcometo attend both meetings

Lucy Charlton, Gienera/ Secretary
2 Wistow Road, Newton Harcourt, Leics. LE8 9FT (0116 2592118)   
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Special Needs Section
Understanding the World
| work in a special schoolwith deaf/
blind children. To help these children
make senseof the world a numberof
methods are used, one of them being
‘objects of reference’

These are everyday objects that
are assigned a special meaning. These
objects can be usedto represent peo-
ple, activities, places or times. For ex-
ample, a particular person can be
identified by a particular badge, neck-
lace or bracelet. As long as these ob-
jects are wom consistentty the child
knows when she sees/feels this object
she is dealing with the same person

The same can be done with ac-
tivities, e.g. a cup to representa drink
Once a child has a grasp of various ac-
tivities the objects of reference can be
arranged in sequence to create a
timetable for the morning, day, week,
etc, And consequently the child can
make choices aboutactivities, places,
etc,

This is a very brief outline of this
method of communication. A more de-
tailed outline can be: found in ‘Objects
of Reference’ by Adam Ockleford, pub-
lished by RNIB

As | have mentioned| use this
system with children who have.or are
being assessed for, hearing and visual
impairment. However, there is a much
wider group who havediffuculties in
‘understanding the world’ and commu-
nicating choice who| feel objects of
reference could be usefulfor.

Gavin Smith, Halesowen

| am the motherof a ‘globally al-
lergic’ child.. Alan is 13 years old and
attends the Royal Homeopathic Hospi-
tal in Great Ormond Street every 8-12
weeks. He was educatedin an ordi-
nary primary set up butall hell broke
loose when he entered secondary
school. Even though the school (of our
choice) was informed at great length
abouthis condition it soon became
apparentthat the whole environment
was detrimental. to his health.

So we withdrew Alan from
school and started to educate him at
home. His health, both physical and
mental, immediately improved. We bat-
tled with the LEA to gain recognition for
his condition and they eventually allo-
cated him Special Needs Level 2 - no-
where near good enoughfor his needs
In my Opinion a schoolis a glorified
babysitting service and after much de-
liberation we decided to home educate
all our children

Amongstotherthings, Alan is
allergic to: Stemitil, Aspirin, Ibuprofen,
Penicillin, In-tal, Ventolin, citrus fruits,
dairy products, gluten, caramel, all “E”
numbers, furniture polish, gloss paint,
hair spray, white board marker- thelist
is exhausting. Heis also violently aller-
gic to that friendly soul the house dust
mite. My career is on hold so | can be
Alan's specialist. | would love to hear
from anyone whohassimilar
problerns

For me the terms Education
Otherwise,alternative, radical, auton-
omyand liberty are actually normality.
There is no alternative for us and Alan
is happy at home. A simple equation -

 

 



 

 

Special NeedsSection continuedfrom overleat
a happy child equals a happy parent,
Marion Johnson, 6 OtwayStreet, Gil-
lingham, ME7 1EU
01634 300872

Special Needs, - Patience,
Toler: nders' i

Sometimes a child’s special
needsare limited to a need for a spe-
cial understanding and tolerance of
their personallimitations, something
which - in my experience- is sadly
lacking in the majority of mainstream
schools today.

When my son started schoolat
four years old, his deafness was not
generally apparent as he had become
quite an accomplished lip reader. In-
deed, it did not become obviousuntil
he was physically assaulted by a
teacher becauseof his ‘defiance’ to
respond to the whistle which marked
the end ofplaytime.

His lack of co-ordination and
dexterity was not recognised as mild
dyspraxia, which requireslittle more
than help and encouragementto im-
prove, but merely as clumsiness and
stupidity.

It takes only little extra pa-
tience and understanding to improve
considerably the quality oflife for a
special needschild, something that
many people would be well advised to
remember.

Pam Simone, Stevenage

the
| am the motherof six children, aged
between fourteen years and 21
months. Antonio, aged 8 years, is my
special needs child. He is very pro-
foundly disabled. Heis blind, partially

deaf, has to be fed by nasal tube - he
does not understand anything and gets
very upset and frightened. He also suf-
fers daily epilepticfits.

He was born normal andstarted
havingfits after his first routine vacci-
nations at the age ofthree and a half
months. He had upto 60fits every
day. He did not receive the appropriate
medication and suffered severe brain
damage. He has never been to school.
| do gettired but | see no reason for
respite care. Antonio is one of the
family and deservesto be with usjust
like any other of our children.

Social services were very diffi-
cult over us not sending Antonio to
school. It does not make anydiffer-
ence. Antonio has a short life and | in-
tend to make the bestofit - he goes
donkeyriding and has my constant
love and attention. | do not see how he
could be better off in school. | have
been to special schools where they tie
their arms to the wheelchairs. It is un-
believable.

If anyone would like to write to
me they are most welcome.
Denise Harris, 92 South Road, Birmin-
ham, B23 6EJ0121 384 6935
Fatigue
Misunderstood
Weare:
Amy(17), scientific, artistic, carer of
mum
John (48), computer consultant, boffin,
reference point, earner
Pennie (mind your own), trained
teacher, basic skills tutor
David (14) mechanical, dyspraxic, dys-
lexic, a real charmer

 

 



Special Needs Section continued
Weall have chronic fatigue syndrome.
I, Pennie, in addition, have spinal cord
compression in my neck causing partial
paralysis and am therefore disabled
now.
Having CFS means:

- being too tired to hold a pen,
lift a cup to your lips, walk

~ always catching every infection
going, sore throats etc

- that the effort of getting up in
the morning and getting ready to go out
is all that can be managed without a
rest

-every expenditure of energy,
mental, emotional or physical must be
paid for five times over. For example, a
day out and about on Monday means
that the rest of the week is wiped out

- aches, pains, burning, stinging,
jumping muscles. Just when you need
to sleep you can't

- not being believed - not by
teachers or doctors

~ being sent to a child
psychologist who threatens to take you
back to school herself

- accusationsoflaziness, school
phobia, bullying, excuses for
under-achievement and the rest

~ a young person robbed oftheir
childhood, an adult denied a normallife

- the loss offriends through
fear, lack of understanding and
compassion,laziness, forgetfulness

How can a child be expected to
carry on going to school under these
conditions? Amy managed to cut her
GCSEsin half and got those. She is
now studying for three more, and A
Level Mathsvia the Open Learning
Centre while looking after me. David
wasplaced in a special needs class
when he wasable to attend and was
accused of making a messof the
school's league tables. He is now
studying at home, mostly trying to
Overcomehis control and orgaisational
difficulties and improve his basicskills.
John is only able to work part-time and
lam on incapacity benefit. Life is hard,
moneyis short. We have had no help
or advice from any quarter, friends,
family or official, apart from the EO
newsletter. We are, however, better off
thanbefore we discovered home
education as help and advice usually
carries conditions and outside
pressures we Can well do without.
We'd form a support group but we
haven't the time!

Pennie Pickard, Rochdale

 

 
Frances Howard

For a numberof years Frances was co-ordinatorfor Hertfordshire. She did
much work in arranging meetings and support for local families, and gave a lot
of her time and energy to EO. Sadly, Frances died in August and | received
the newstoolate to include in the last newsletter. A condolence card was sent
to Frances’ family on behalf of EO members.

Sandie Cottee (Co-ordinator for Essex)   
 

 



 

“The children aren’t in school
today ... °”

Those who are new to home educa-
tion often worry about how to respond
to doctors, health visitors, shop assis-
tants and others whothinkit is their
business to ask why the children are
not in school. It depends, of course,
on whetherthe parent wants to give
answers whichwill finish the conver-
sation quickly or engagein a long dis-
cussion aboutthe benefits of school
vs. home education.

In situations in which | do not
feel inclined to engagein a prolonged
conversation, my approach is to give
the most boring and reassuring (but
true) answers | can think of, rather
than to hit the questionerwith mind-
boggling ideas that might make them
think that my children should be taken
into care right away! Here are some
examples of such answers,all deliv-
ered in a matter-of-fact way with a
reassuring, confident and friendly
smile:

“The children aren't in school
today?”

“No, they are home edu-
cated.”

“That mustbe a lot of work
for you!" “Yes,it is not for every-
one;it requires a lot of commit-
ment.” It does require commitmentto
one's children’s education, whether
one follows the school approach or
not. It would give entirely the wrong
impression to answerthatit is not a lot
of workatall, because the questioner
will take that to mean that you are
merely condoning truancy, and that
you don't care about yourchildren’s
education, which is nottrue.is it?

“Are there many others who do
this?” “Oh yes, there are tens of thou-
sands nationwide, and there are many
families in this area, which is nice for
the children.” The purpose of this an-
sweris to reassure them that your
children are not isolated from society,
otherwise they might jump to the mis-
taken conclusion that you are a crank
or a child abuser.

“And whatlessonsare they
having today?” “Oh, you know ail
the usual things. And now we really
mustget backtoit.” If you don't want
to spend the next three hours correct-
ing the misconception that will result
from replying “We don't do lessons,”
interpret the question as “What educa-
tional things will you be doing with
them today?”

It might be worthtranslating
whatyou are doing into schoo! sub-
jects. The more boring it sounds the
better. This is not lying, any more than
stating that the children are leaming
autonomously would be. For that
would be interpreted as "These chil-
dren are not being educatedatall”
whichis not the case,is it? On the
contrary, home educators care very
much abouttheir children’s education,
or they would leave it all to schools as
others do. So consider what meaning
the questionerwill attach to the vanous
possible answers you could give, and
give the onethatwill give the least in-
accurate impression

“But what aboutsocialisa-
tion?”

“Oh, they have many friends
and get on weil with people ofall
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“The Children aren’t in School Today...?” Continued
ages.”

This is a more reassuring and
non-confrontational than the one
aboutsocialisation being a good rea-
son not to send children to school,
schoolsociety teaching children to
bully and humiliate others.

“But how will you tackle the
sciences?”

“Well, we have a variety of
cataloguesof scientific instru-
ments, science education suppli-
ers, and we can buy chemicals
through an Organisation we belong
to. Many home educators dosci-
ence examinations
through correspondencecourses
or colleges.It isn’t a Problem atall.
And,
being on the internet, we have ac-
cess
to an enormous amountof exper-

tise in this and other areas.”
“Don’t you get sick of them?”
“No,I'm usedto it and we

get on very well.”
“Well young man,can youtell

me what change your mummy
should get from this five pound
note?”

“Er, testing is not allowed!”
Somechildren enjoy turing to

their parents and asking
“Whyis she talking to me in

that patronising tone? I’m not
a performing seal you know,I’m an
auto
didact!”

The youngerthe child the more
stunned the questioner (who probably
has no idea what‘autodidact’ is any-
way)will be.
Copyright (c) 1998 Sarah Lawrence

Taking Education Seriously
Onecharacteristic that the TCS ap-
proach shares with conventional edu-
cational theory is that both take educa-
tion seriously. Education takespriority
This is good. Indeed, there is only one
thing wrong with the conventional view
it classifies as ‘education’things that
are largely irrelevant to, and often
tragically destructive of, the genuine
growth of knowledge and creativity in
the minds of the young. But while re-
jecting those effors, alternative styles of
education (such as noncoercive ones)
must continue to assign education that
same overriding priority if they are to
be effective

For example, parents who are
following the idea that instead of going
to school every day, children should
‘pursue their own interests’ must make
every effort to facilitate this interest-
following all day and every day, be-
cause if the children are not given the
meansand the freedom to follow their
owninterests, then what exactly is go-
ing to be the driving force of their
education?
Unfortunately, many such parents are
simply not taking their children’s edu-
cation seriously enough. Someof
them are simply neglectful - leaving
their children to their own devices

 

 



 

Taking Education Seriously continued from overleaf
without offering them enough attention,
ideas, resources, encouragement, and
soon. But a much more frequent mis-
takein ‘alternative’ forms of education
is for parents to draw an artificial line
betweenactivities which constitute
Education and those which (they think)
don't. If the children are going to run
into a wall of parentalintransigence
every time their interests take them
over the artificial ‘Education’line, their
leamingwill be curtailed and their intel-
lectual development sabotaged at
every turn.

Consider the following example,
from an article on leaming to read, by
Mamie Ko:
[Parents] need to be willing to let go of
all the ideas they have about how chil-
dren should learn to read and justlet
them read becauseit’s enjoyable.
Above all, when the children finally do
wantto read, they needto let them be
to read.

The dishes and chores can wait!

But how committed is Mamie Ko
really to her idea that ‘children should
leam to read ... because it's enjoyable’
and ‘Above all ... let them be to read’?

Forif the dishes and chores can
wait for howeverlongit takes for the
children to complete the sacred activity
of reading, but chores are nevertheless
compulsory,it follows that chores can-
not wait for anything that the children
would prefer to do instead: only reading
(or other Education) gives them that
privilege. But thenit also follows that
children who are currently reading are
faced with a coercive choice:if they

continue to read, theywill be spared
chores, butif they go to play with
Lego, say, they will be forced to do
them. Similarly, if chores are immi-
nent, the children can avoid them by
starting to read, but not by saying that
they want to do some Lego. Pre-
sumably if they read until well past
bedtime, they will be spared the
chores until tomorrow. Thus, since
they can escape bedtime, chores and
other unpleasantthings by reading,
they are being pressurised to read.
Contrary to the parents’ intentions, the
children are now undercoercionin the
sphere of reading.

The point here is not merely
that such parents are inconsistent or
hypocritical. It is that they are switch-
ing off the very engine that they are
relying on to power their children’s
education, namely the children’s in-
trinsic motivations. A ‘child-led’ system
of education that suppressesintrinsic
motivations can no more produce re-
sults than could a conventional
‘curriculum-led’ system that aban-
doned the extrinsic motivationsof re-
ward and punishment.

It follows that freedom in the
matter of academic study is insepara-
ble from freedom in the matter of
chores, bedtime and everything else.
If parents wanttheir children to be free
to follow their interests, this can only
be achieved by adopting an approach
in which the children’s interests are
given encouragement,priority, and a
genuinelyfree rein.

Copyright (c)1998 Sarah Lawrence
 

| believe that home-schooling is a wonderful thing that comesinto all parts of
life, including toys, books and computer games. Homeschoolingis a part of eve-
rything | Tristan Bedish

 

 



Discussions with my daughter-
Part One

Have you been outof schoolfor so
long now you've forgotten whatit was
aboutit you didn’t like? Is it even start-
ing to look appealing once more?

Lisa is nearly 17 and has been
learning at home now for two years.
Wetook her outoriginally for bullying
Bullying is a major concern,resting on
the surface of schoollife, but if you
skim that away, is there anything else
that should concern us? Recently
we've beentalking a lot here about the
really deep things of school. This con-
versation took place yesterday
Me So what happens to you when
you first start senior school?
Lisa: First and foremost, you find out
that you're poor.
Me: Oh yes, | rememberthat. Did
you know that school unifom wasin-
vented to makeall schoolchildren look
the same?
Lisa: Well it didn’t work, did it? You
feel really miserable all the time be-
cause your parents haven't bought you
Adidas trousers andNiketrainers.It
makes you hate your parents.
Me: Yes, and some people get away
with wearing jewellery and make-up
and some don't. Some take a sports
bag for their books and some have a
hand bag and somehavea carrier
bag. It's awful.
Lisa: Yes and you just get laughed at.
Me. Butwhatis all this ‘having to
dress a certain way’ for?
Lisa: So the boyswill fancy you. -Af-
ter you find out you're poor, you get
trained for sex
Me Explain
Lisa: Well when you have sex educa-

tion, the teacher asks if anyone has
any questions. If you ask a question,
everyone laughsat you for not know-
ing. If you don't ask a question, every-
onecalls you tart for not needing to
ask.. You can't win. We had a lady
who cameinto schoolto talk to us
about condoms.| was sent to fetch her
from reception and | had to walk up to
this total stranger and say, “Are you
the condom lady?” It was so embar-
rassing. And she started hertalk by
saying, “You'll all be in sexual rela-
tionships by now, so you'd better know
all about these, " waving a condom in
the air. We were fourteen
Me: Good God. How do you cope
with that?
Lisa: Well you just act like you under-
stand, so you don’t get shown up
Me: Doesanything help you?
Lisa: Yes,television
Me: How?
Lisa: Well you go to schoolall day,
and then you watch TV at night, and
it's like your homework. It tells you
more about adults and sex and then
you go back to school next day to putit
into practise. Even a shampoo advert
tells you you're not sexy unless you
have long glossy hair. It must work be-
causeall the girls in school have long
hair. You wouldn't dare haveit short
Even Eastendersis all about sex and
it’s only on at 7.30. Youfeel really left
outif you don't watch it, and you hate
your parents for not letting you stay up
and watch the X Files andstuff, so you
act like you watched it
Me: You make school soundlike a
sex factory.

 
 



 

Discussions With My Daughtercontinuedfrom overleaf
Lisa: Well it is, because you always
feel like death because you haven't got
a boyfriend and everyoneelse has.
Me: Doyou haveto have a boyfriend
all the time?
Lisa: No, but if you haven't,it feels
like there's something wrong with you.
Me: And whydothese relationships
end up sexual?
Lisa: Because that's what adults do.
(| pause here to absorb the implications
of whatLisa is saying)

Me: Whatelse do adults do?
Lisa: They drink and smoke and go
out whenever they want and they're
always having a good time. They're al-
lowed to have fun.
Me: How do youlearn to be an
adult?
Lisa: From yourfriends.
Me: Pardon?
Lisa: | don’t understand.
Me: Well, Lisa, if you wanted to learn
Karate, would you ask otherchildren in
the class, or would you learn from the
instructor?
Lisa: From the instructor.
Me: Would yourather learn German
from a book or from spending six
months in Germany?
Lisa; From going to Germany, why?
Me: Because it strikes me as odd
that you wantto learn about adulthood,
but you get yourinformation from chil-
dren who have no more idea than you
do.
Lisa: But at schoolthat's all there is
You can't talk to the teachers. And you
guys don't tell me anything.
Me: What do you mean?
Lisa: Well, | don’t know anything
about Dad's job, and | don't know
aboutthe bills, and | don't cooka lot,

but you expect me to be an adult. | ask
things and you sayit’s none of my
business.| want to look grown upin
front of you, but if | ask your advice |
don't look grown up any more.It's
really hard.
Me: Oh.

Several things aboutthis really
made methink. I've heard other peo-
ple say whata false environment
schoolis, but | don't think | really be-
lieved it before this. All school does is
makechildren stay as children, and
thenflicks them out into the adult
world, justlike fish out of water. Also,
whata terrible indictmentit is, that
children perceive adults as mysterious
beings who drink and smoke and have
sex. We don't allow children to be
people,realcitizens.

Secondly, I'm appalled at the
poweroftelevision. | just thoughtit
sapped their imaginations, butit
seemsthe very oppositeis true.

Also, as home educators we get
tired of people asking us how on earthourchildren manageto socialize, as if
something dreadful will happen to
themif they don't spend hours in the
companyofchildren every day. Again,
it seems to me, the very opposite is
true. All children learn from other chil-
dren is how to boast in order not to
feel inferior. We've all heard it - "I've
got twenty marbles,” says thefirst
child. In order not to be outdone, his
friend says,“I've gotfifty." Nobody
asks him to prove it and nobody dares
contradict him, so the boast stands,for
a while atleast, until the third fnend ar-
tives and announcesthat he has a
hundred marbles!It just goes on and
on.

Bythe time you're fifteen, you
say you're allowed to stay up until nine

  



aDiscussions With My Daughter continued
o'clock and everyone laughs. A week
later you say you stayed out‘till 11 and
yourcredibility rises and you feel se-
cure once more. Then you go home
and ask your parents why you're not
actually allowed to stay out 'til 11, be-
cause everybody else does, and a row
ensues. So you hate your parents. And
so on and so on. It's very subtle, and
sadly, very character forming.

Yes, it may be good for children
to have friends of their own ageto talk
to and confide in, but do you really
want another ten year old, who knows
nothing of the worid, to infiuence your
child's sense of wonder, humour, thirst
for knowledge, table manners, morals
and ethics? I'm not convinced

Finally, slapped wrist for us as
parents. Aren't we as bad as schoolif
we don't let Lisa join our conversations
andlisten to and share in our worries
and concems,if we don’t show her

how to write a cheque, pay the gas
bill, feed the cat, make the dinner, or
encourage her to read the newspa-
pers?

Is it the school's responsibility
to talk about herfirst real date, tell her
whatthe IRA is, or Greenpeace or
BSEor Princess Diana? If she wants
to be a vegetarian or save whales or
do a sponsored walk for the people of
Sudan, should school be arranging it?
No, of course not, All our children
need to express their opinions, learn
their social skills, experiment and ex-
plore within the safe boundaries of
their families, not, absolutely not, in
the playground.

Here's to making much more of
the real value of home education.
Jane Orson, 22 Anston Avenue,
Worksop, Notts S81 7HT

EO Netional Gather}
February 5Sth-Th AF in Oo we

Decadent Weekend in historic Abingdon,
in converted bara surrounded by woler meadows. En suite
bedrooms, CHIPS & ICECREAM. EOecs never had
it so coop (in the wiater).
For details sand SAE, phob ond inside leg t:
Fam Bellinger 14 Fortescue Drive, Chesterton BIcESTER,
Oxo guT (Photo optional)

  



Autonomousor Structured?
Autonomousor Structured? ... Well!
EO HAS moved on: ...

Some twenty years ago, in
response to repeated media-requests
as to ‘What sort of people belong to
E07’, the Core Group (as the Council
wasthen called) designed a
Questionnaire asking Members which
of... | think it wasfive ... descriptions
they felt bestfitted their approach, or
reason for belonging to EO. Atthat
time, of the two largest groups, we
were definitely in the ‘Alternative
Lifestyle’ rather than ‘Can achieve
better than school’ category, which two
groups seem to broadly equate to the
‘Autonomous’ (word not so widely used
then!) and ‘Structured’ of today
(Although | notice that the Newsletter
wasentitled, rather, ‘MORE’structured,
- suggestingits relativity to the
previous ‘Autonomous’issue, as
opposed to ‘strictly’ structured.) Now,
however, | would have to say we were
in the ‘More Structured’ camp.

Although mychildren are now
‘adults’, | don’t feel I'm re-writing
history! Rather - having read both sides
- that there has beena definite shift in
attitudes; that what was once seen as
fairly ‘extreme’ (the ‘Alternative') hasin
fact become acceptable (dare | say
‘respectable’); in that most of the
structured accounts- with their lack of
timetables and readiness to change
plans - could easily, | feel, have been
accountsof the ‘Alternatives’of
yesteryear - and much more akin to the
origins of autonomy/self- regulation...
call it what you will!

So although | had recently been
thinking that, after twenty years, the
sameold questions were being asked
and debated, | am delighted to have

reached the conclusion - from the last
two Newsletters - that EO ‘has moved
on’: that there is proof that advances
have been made towards a wider
acceptance amongst Eoers:

. that ‘education’is lifelong
processfor all of us - from birth todeath (notjust from 5 - 16/18/21...);

. of acknowledging that children
have not losttheir survivalinstincts, but
have an INNATEdesire to learn what
they experience as importantto their
lives;

.. of recognising that children
need freedom to learn undera caring
eye and a guiding hand.

Whathas come out of my
writing the aboveis that the major
difference between the two camps
seemsto raise the question:

Autonomyfor the FAMILY- or -
autonomyfor the INDIVIDUAL?

Obviously, reading the last two
Newsletters has caused metoreflect
considerably on ‘how wedidit’, so for
those members interested in such
histories...

Basically, | have alwaysfelt,
since observing myfirst child as a
baby, that ‘education’ takes place
through two main routes:

IMITATION and
CONVERSATION
neither of which can take place
beneficially within a school. Wedid it
by listening, responding and sharing
involvement. We simply LIVED - as
most people do at weekendsandin
schoolholidays.

A Primary School Adviser, when
ourfirst child was 5, said she could not
understand why more parentsdid not
question the action of sending their
children off to school. Then when

  



 
Autonomousor Structured? continued
Eleanor was 8, Madeleine 5 and Tom
3, we moved to another county and felt
NOobligation to notify anyone of our
rights, As far as we were concerned
our children were being educated
‘privately’!

Weoccasionally felt little
nervouslest we should be called upon
to justify to someone (who had never
given a thought to anything other than
‘schooling’) what we knew,from our
children's discursive abilities, to be
fulfilling their needs to live happy and
fruitful lives. We were nervous
especially when Tom showedlittle
desire to read by 8, so encouraged him
with a reading scheme, (aboutPirates,
| think). Such is his fund of knowledge
now,from later reading, that his sisters
refer to him as a walking-encyclopedia,

We had always thoughtthatif
the children didn't go to school at some
future date then they could do GCEs
easily as external candidates. But the
dawning of GCSEsput the mockers on
that! Eleanor, anyway, wanted more
peer-contact by 14. She went to school
for the two GCSEyears and got seven
at C and above, never having had a
formal academic lessonin herlife.
Madeleinefollowed with the same
result but, at Eleanor’s suggestion, had
gone to school a yearearlier to ‘learn
the ropes’ - a decision Madeleine has
always regretted, having found three
institutionalised years far too long.
Tom did English Lang., Lit. and Maths
at evening classes between 12 and 16,
then wentinto the 6th form to do 3 ‘A’
levels,

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? At
16 Eleanor went to Dance School
(she'd started ballet at 12) and at 26 is
still dancing around the world for a
living, with a large bank balance! She

may goto university when shefinishes.
Madeleine has donea variety of things:
BTECin General Art and Design; au
pair in Germany; travelled the USA;
waitressing in London; most of an
Access Course at Norwich City College
with the intention 0 going to university.
The latter never got finished because
her father suggested she register with
a model-agency ‘to earn some pocket
money’; that led to Japan, Vogue, a
Boots cosmetics promotion and many
international magazines. Thus she also
is nowtravelling the world and
occasionally earning considerable
sums. Tom,just 21, is still bumming
around the southern hemisphere,
having an equally lovelylife, whilst he
works out his next steps. For me, as |
chat to them all regularly on the phone
- day here, night there - planet Earth
has suddenly become a VERY small
place in the Universe

REFLECTIONS:I'm delighted
for them all. | have only one misgiving
abouttheir younger years: those
familiar and recurring questions of
‘sporting activities’ and socialisation!It
was our main worry for causes of
accusation by an LEA in the earlier
years, By the time we ‘knew better’it
wastoo late. We hadintroduced the
girls to various sportingactivities
which, because oftheir naturally
enthusiastic pursuance of anything
they enjoyed, rather took overourlives
(in time and travel costs around the
UK). True,the girls thrived onit but
family life would have been calmer,
and they would no doubt have thrived
on somethingelse, withoutit. So, that |
would not repeat! Physical activities
are (were?) a necessary part of the
school curriculum to counterthe
inactivity of the classroom; not so for

  



 

Autonomousor Structured? continued from overleaf
EOers. And for‘socialisation’ they had
each other, and other EOchildren
frequently enough to be adequate -
often visiting EO friends in various
parts of the country (excellent
geography,history etc) whom they had
metat national gatherings.

So,that's how we didit. |
perhaps should add that we've always
lived rurally and isolated, whichis
possibly why we succeeded in never
being approached by the LEA | also
suspected, though,that the LEA
probably didn't WANTto know about
us, as it would be just one more task
for an already overloaded workforce. |
don't know!

Another important reflection,
having now passed the age of 50,is
the SPEEDofit all! And visits with my
children around the world having
recently encouraged much research
into ancient historical places and
civilized peoples up to 9,000 years

ago, | have become much more
aware of what a small BLIP ourlife on
earth is; we have insufficient TIME to
WASTEANYofit. Ourfirst priority
should be to simply enjoy thelife we
have, with whatever that may entail for
eachofus,

| hope this account of our
children’s diverse and somewhat
unusual but happy paths might be
reassuring for those still nearer the
beginningoflife's track, and that you
enjoy your wanderings with your
children as freely as we did:
autonomousbut always thoughtful,
caring and guiding where necessary,
as we feit it our duty, as parents, to
be; believing that young children
innately learn only by example - and
whatsort of EXAMPLE,for LIVING,
can a schoolroom possibly BE?

Di Cox, Suffolk, October 1998

Houseswaps for E.O. members:
A big thank youto all of you who

have joined the new holiday
houseswapregister. | had quite a few
inquiries and | was able to get together
enough peopleto start the register. |
hope that there will be a good few
house swapsarrangedfor this year

Holiday Houseswapsare run on
mutual respect and honesty. The reg-
ister contains names and addresses
etc. of families who arewilling to swap
their house for a week/weekend or
even a month or two All you have to
do is find someoneonthe register who
wants a mutual swap

| myself have been on a national
charity houseswapregisterfor several

years and | can honestly say | have
never had any problem with the house
swaps and | swapatleast three times
a year

To makethis register successful
we need to have as many families onit
as possible. There will be a small fee
to join and all profits will go to E.0.

If you are interested in joining or
just wantfurther information please
ring or write to me,| will be happy to
hear from you

Best wishes and here's toa
happy house swapping experience |
Barbara Thring, 15 Hazeldon Road,
Crofton Park, London SE4 2DD, 0181
694 0769

  



Po
A Home-schooling Experience
Now EOhas been going sometime,
we are hearing parents’ past experi-
ences in almost every newsletter.
Well, | was homeschooled for eight
years, and here's my experience.

| wasfirst “deregistered” at age
eight, and taught at home from then
on. Not that | actually did much work
for ages: something | regret when
looking back on the experience.|
don't, however, regret much else
about those eight years.

Myfirst “project” after leaving
school was on conservation: some-
thing which really had an influence as
| have been involved in environmental
campaigns ever since learning the
facts. Not much else grabbed myat-
tention like that did, but that wasn't a
bad thing. From trying to be generally
“green”, | moved into animalrights
campaigning; this encouraged atten-
tion to detail (looking at labels to
check for animaltesting or by-
products) and literacy (letter-writing),
and also made me morearticulate as
| had to explain my beliefs to others. |
wasfairly politically aware as a result
of being at homefor the lunchtime
news, being so desperate for reading
material that I'd look at the Times for
something to do, and generally being
encouraged to ask questions more
than someone the same age would
have doneat school. (Reading the EO
newsletter also helped!)

As my family has always had a
computer of somesort since | was a
toddler, | learned howto use onefor
various things fairly early on.| re-
memberthat “Logo” (a graphics pro-
gram) was very useful for maths, and
much more fun than working from a
book. | used to make up gamesonit

involving shooting arrows through
hoops, which | don't think would have
beenallowedat school. | also enjoyed
“newspaper” type programs, and any-
thing which had background music.

| was neverinterested in science
outof a textbook, unless it was biology
(I still have my collection of dissected
leaves and flowers to this day), but |
loved visiting the Science Museum. We
also went on a tour of Sizewell (a nu-
clear power station on the Suffolk
coast: apparently the water around
there is nice and warm for swimming.
The boy whotold me that waspositively
glowing!). Although | am still not sure |
agree with nuclear power,it wasstill
goodto hear both sides of the argu-
ment. Because of myinterest in the en-
vironment, my favourite place to visit
wasthe Centre for Alternative Technol-
ogy in Wales: I've been there several
times, and have always found some-
thing interesting despite being little
older each time.

| did most of the work for GCSEs
in two terms, which wasa lot of work for
a small amountof time. | took seven
GCSEsin the end, and went to evening
classes for English Language andLit-
erature. | had never taken a proper
exam in mylife before that time, and
the first few were quite scary. What was
worst was having to get up at 6am
some daysto get to the Cambridge
Open Centre in time for a morning pa-
per. But the thing about homeschooling
is that no two days are the same any-
way, andthere islittle routine beyond
getting up in the morning (although| did
try a schedule in the last few months
before the exams), and this madeit
easy to adapt. Whenthe results came
through, they were mostly Bs and Cs,
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A Home-schooling Experiencecontinued from overfeaf
which is better than anyone had ex-
pected.

| am nowat a sixth-form college
in Cambridge,taking Sociology, Eng-
lish and Psychology A-levels. My usual
grade at the momentis B,but | have
done both better and worse overthe
past year. Having worked alone for so
long makes it easier to organise doing
homework. The timetable took a bit of
getting used to, butit’s easy to memo-
rise and work around when scheduling
other things.

| am a memberof the Animal
Rights group in Cambridge, and editor
of the monthly newsletter. | volunteerat
a Development Education centre once
a week, again writing for their newslet-
ter. | am involved in campaigning
against McDonalds, and leaflet the lo-
cal store when find time(brill way to
makefriends, as people often stop and
chat). | have just joined Genetix Snow-
ball, although | haven't been on any

 

actionsyet. | spenda lotof time writing
various things: essays,articles,letters,
songs, stories and whatever can be
put into words.| hate prejudice ofall
types. | am an anarchist: this merely
meansa belief in autonomy, not in
terrorism or any other unpleasant as-
sociations the word may have.| try to
be a good advertismentfor anything|
becomeinvolved in, which is one rea-
son for working hard. | love music and
dancing, and may soonbe joining a
sambaband.| will take my A-levels in
June, and then have a year out. | hope
to study English at university, and then
have a career in journalism (as if you
couldn't guess!),

Oneof my aims now is to show
people that home education works. If |
have children, that is how will raise
them given the chance.

Eloise Harding (17), Tremarg House,
Church Row,Mellis, EYE, Suffolk P23

A Local Website for
Fvery EO Region

Many people who have had first hand
experience ofthe internet appreciate
the potential benefits that it can bring
to an association like E.O. The intemet
can enhance the aspects of support,
shared information, sharing resources,
breaking isolation, spreading the word,
communication, and having a social
impact. The issue of providing a pos-
sible web presence for every regional
E.O. group that wishes one, should be
discussed.

At the presenttime there is one
national site, and one regionalinitiative
based in Suffolk. In principle, one
such site can be shared out between
any numberof groupsat no extra cost.
The wayit could workis asfollows.

There would be a new web
page called, for example, E.O, Local,
which would havea site editor. The
people of any given regional group,
let's say E.O. Wesfolk, would send
their contributions by email to the site

  



 

A Local Website for Every EO Regioncontinued
editor. The site editor would paste
E.O. Wesfolk’s contribution into the
section of the site delegated to them
A link on the home page of E.O. Local
would refer to their (sub) page

E.O. Regionsthatjoin could
contribute locally valuable information,
and makea national impactby offering
any expertise in any subject that their
members might have. Somebodythat
knows about beekeeping, or maths, or
making models, could have thosetal-
ents, or that knowledge, tapped into by
any home educating personin the
country

Anotherpoint; it is especially
desirable that British home-educators
have a stronglink to the intemet.
There are other countries that are
otherwise socially advanced but have
a total ban on home education, such
as Holland and Germany. People in
countrieslike these, would gain an
insight into the British home education
movement, which is after all a nation-
wide and increasingly successful ex-
perimentin child nurture.

Pete Frolic. Suffolk.

E.O. Suffolk can be found at- http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~vanderzwan/
 

Kicki Goes To School
As you already know,if you've read
this magazine from front to back, our
family comprises Kicki aged seven and
a half, Steve aged thirty-nine, and my-
self, Barbara, aged forty-five. We also
have two cats, many sea monkeys and
an indeterminate numberof triops.

Kicki has been home-schooled
from birth, although we didn't make
the conscious decision until she was
two. We have always unschooled, ex-
cept in momentsof great panic, and
used John Holt and Alice Miller as two
of our mentors, Wetried to ensure that
no-one behavedin a coercive way, ex-
cepting our house ban on smacking,
smoking, labeling, blaming, meat-
eating andsibling excluding. These
rules were mainly for the benefit ofvisi-
tors although the occasionallabel
could fall from ourlips

In May this year we realised that

17

our financial situation had become
such that | needed to earn some
money. Initially | could only find jobs
that covered school hours, but eventu-
ally came across work that | could do
alongside Kicki, which would pay quite
well. She received a percentage of the
profits, which meant she could work
out 3% of most amountsin her head.
Not badfor seven,and there.that's
maths done!

However,in July, Steve decided
he had to leave us. This put us in a
more serious financial situation, as his
one salary now had to support two
homes. There seemed no answer(at
least to me; | am sure other people
may have behaveddifferently!) but that
Kicki should go to school and | work
full time at my job. | needed to earn at
least £1000 per month to cover the
mortgage andutilities, never mind food

 



 

Kicki Goes To School continued from overleaf
etc. We could have moved to some-
where cheaper, but Kicki had had
enough. | had had major surgery at
the end oflast year, and she had
thought | would die. This year her
daddy hadleft home. She wanted
somestability. Two lots of home
schooling friends had offered to have
Kicki to stay for a regular day each
weekandit was a wonderful sugges-
tion, but Kicki didn’t feel happy with
the idea. So anyway, the only answer
wasfor her to go to the free govern-
ment child-minding facility.

She chose a school where
noneof herfriends went, so that she
could be known as Katy (and have a
school persona, | assume.)

She wasactually excited. | was
very disappointed. | had written that
famous tome, | Want To Go To
School, which some of you may have
seen in the EO magazine a couple of
years ago. It was a book aimed for
four year olds (well, Kicki) which ex-
plained why home-schooling was bet-
ter than doing what most of your
friends were goingto do.| really
wanted her to stay home-schooling
She wanted to wearher schooluni-
form every day in August, and re-
named that month ‘the summerholi-
days’.

| was about to find out what
many home-schooling parents wonder
- how would my child match up to
school children? | know comparison
is invidious, but you can’t helpit, can
you? Especially when you secretly
know that school cannot begin to
compete with home.

Onthe first day of school, Kicki
received a proposalfrom the boy she
sat next to. In our experience, home-
schooling children are not interested

in boyfriends and marriage at seven.
They play happily with children of ei-
ther sex and of a wide age range. But
why am | bothering to tell you this?
You already know. Anyway, contrary
to those myths, socially she wasfine,
not scared to makefriends or ap-
proach new people. However, she
wasnot ready for the bestfriend/ split
up/ bestfriend behaviourofthe girls.
She now knows that, at school, she
cannotreally be friends with a boy she
likes, as they will be teased merci-
lessly about him being her boyfriend.

Academically, she appears to
know almost everything they dealwith
in class, generally much more thor-
oughly, dueto ourfield trips, her in-
terest in learning, having enoughtime
to concentrate. As you know.

The maths seemsto be ex-
tremely simple, and even though we
hardly ever did any formal writing-
down maths she seemsto be up near
the top. Her handwriting has ‘held her
backa bit’. In our home schoolinglife,
| had not intended that she should
worry about written work as she did
not yet appear ready to go withit
However, of course, school does not
wait. So Kicki has been having to write
more in the last few weeks than she
had previously written in the whole of
herlife, by a factor of four! Not sur-
prisingly, her writing has improved.
That, as you know,is not the point.
The pointis that it would have im-
proved anyway,given time, and with-
out grief. Luckily, her reading had al-
ready whizzed aheadearlier this year,
from almost nothing to full speed,
thanks to her continuous perusal of
Beano annuals. Again, she could have
beendoingit all at five, but not hap-
pily. So writing and spelling have been
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Kicki Goes to School continued
the major areas of note, which is ex-
actly what| would have expected.|
don't consider them problem areas as |
know shewill get there in the end. To
be fair, her teacher, Ms Hawker, knows
this too, The only problem will be how
stressed she gets, having to work on
things when she doesn't want to, and
also, having to stop work sheis enjoy-
ing, in order to start doing something
else, This is probably the mostirritating
of all to her, not being in control of her
own life. We all have to do things we
don’t wantto from time to time, but we
set ourtimetable, We don't have it to-
tally imposed. Moving into such a co-
ercive environment has been a chal-
lenge for Kicki, but one she has dealt
with admirably. Her teacher has de-
scribed, with amusement, how she has
been outspoken in class about how the
children behave in one way when the
teacheris there and differently when
sheis not. Kicki finds it bewildering that
they don't control themselves, but look
to someoneelse to control them.All
stuff you know, and possibly, as | did,
find it gratifying thatit's true.

One outcomeof school has
pleased Kicki greatly. They went on a
field trip to Bignor RomanVilla last
week She wasdelighted as, appar-
ently, she had always envied school-
children their clipboards when she had
been looking from the otherside.If
only | had known! | always saw clip-
boards as a symbolof coercive educa-
tion, all those boring worksheetsetc.
She thought they looked good.

Kicki has a major advantage
over the otherchildren in that she
knows that school is not compulsory
Wehave agreedthat shesticksit for
one year,in order for us to get straight
financially. (Steve was since madere-

dundant, adding to the pressure. What
a lot has gone on this year! Never
mind the broken toe, and cat dying...)
Sometimes she wantsto stay until
she's sixteen, sometimesuntil the end
of junior school, and sometimes not at
all. | miss her a great deal, and am re-
lieved that she has managed to avoid
becoming ‘schooly’ so far. Wetalk at
great length about education, the be-
haviour of the children and teachers,
people whotreat children as second
class citizens, and mostofall, her
feelings. | hope that we will come
thoughthis period relatively unscathed.
| know the emotional strength and se-
curity Kicki has gained from seven
years of home-schooling, and | am
supporting this ‘home-schooling girl
who goes to school’ to the best of my
ability, My opinion of school hasn't
changed,but the temporary free gov-
emment child-mindingfacility is helping
us deal with this tricky momentin our
lives.
Barbara Kay, East Molesey, Surrey

 
Kicki and Dorothy from | Want to
Go To School  



 
Highlands and Islands: a Tale

trom the Frozen North
Highlands andIslandsis an area of
around 12,000 square miles, in which
there are about 18 E.O.families
spread over the whole region, with a
slight concentration around Inverness.
Clearly, when it comes to meeting
other E.O.families, distance is a big
factor,

Wetook overthe co-
ordinatorshiplast year, after a 2 year
vacancy. We have been thinking of
possible waysof getting together as a
region, to supplementthoselocal get-
togethers which already take place
First of all we need to know if people
are interested. We also would wel-
come suggestions as to how a regional
meeting could best happen: whetherit
should be for a day or, given the dis-
tances, whether a weekend would be
better; and whetherthere are any ideal
venuesthat people already know
about. We had wondered aboutrent-
ing somewhere relatively central
(round Inverness, perhaps) for a

weekendat Easter or in the Summer,
and making the weekend open to
other Home Educators from elsewhere
in Scotland.

Highlands andIslands, as well
as being huge,is also divided between
5 Local Authorities. The largest of
these, Highland Council, is split into 6
districts, each with their own Primary
adviser and Education Manager. Con-
squently there is a wide variation
throughout the region in approaches
to Home Education, from good prac-
tice to very bad practice. As coordina-
tors, we would appreciate any feed-
back from members on their experi-
ences with the authorities in their own
areas, even if these date from several
years ago. This would help us get a
better overview of how the different
authorities approach Home Education
in practice.
Pauline & Donald Mackay, Braevale,
Bower, Caithness KWI4TP. 01955
641252
 

The Performing Arts
The next ‘special supplement’ is all about the performing arts so send yourletters innow - before you get too involved in Christmas celebrations! It doesn't matter howlong or short articles are we need them all. Write about your experiences of amateurdramatics, choral recitals, or even how your family are doing with music lessons. Yourcontributions are needed to keep the ‘special supplement’ lively andinteresting, so sendthem now to

Mike Allen, 71, Belgrave Road, Loughor, Swansea, SA4 6RF
Merry Christmas!
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Truancy Watch

Re The Removalof
Truants to Designated

Premises
Regarding the Truancy Information
Cards issued by ‘Choice in Education’,
| sent for one of these out of curiosity
Whenit arrived today | was incensed!

Firstly, the wording: The card
states, “If | am stopped by anyone
questioning why | am not in school, |
have beentold to hand over this card
and to ask to be allowed to carry on
with what | am lawfully doing without
anyfurther unlawful detention.’ At the
bottom of the card it says ‘PLEASE
NOW RETURN MY CARD AND LET
ME GO.’

Doesn't this wording imply that
a child’s personal freedom is auto-
matically relinquished once ‘anyone’,
police officer or not, begins to question
the child about not being in school? Is
this not giving our children the im-
pression that adults have the right to
detain them or take them away? And
wouldn't it give the same impression to
any adult readingit? This card is dan-
gerous!

Secondly, the principle: The
card issuers insist that this card is not
any identity card asit has no space for
a name. Well, it is as good as one if a
home-educated child fears (yes,
FEARS)leaving his/her own home
withoutcarryingit. You do not need to
carry your driving licence whilst out in
your car, so why should a child carry a
‘licence to be out’, whether‘out’ means
at the shops,thelibrary, the park, a
friend's house, the swimming pool,
even the beach?! In this country we

have, until now, enjoyed personallib-
erty, and have never been required to
carry identification cards, As | see it,
this card is the start of a slippery slope
towards us ALL carrying cards. | would
urge all parents of home-educated
children notto give in to fear and to
reject these cards now before they be-
comea legal requirement.

Regarding the changein the
law itself, | wonder whether the policy
makers have really thought outits ef-
fect on child safety; or is this another
quick attempt by the present govern-
ment at making it look as though they
are taking control of education mat-
ters? Surely, we all impress on our
children neverto gooff with strangers.
Why should police officers, LEA offi-
cials, EWOsor other persons in
‘authority’ be the exception? How can
a child or young person be sure that
someone's identity is genuine and
even if genuine that they can be
trusted to be alone with a child?

| would therefore urge all par-
ents to write to the various government
bodies to complain aboutthis change
in the law. Any ruling which empowers
adults, police or otherwise, to detain or
remove children like stray dogs is not
in the interests of children’s personal
safety, whether home- or school-
educated,asit will undoubtedly en-
courage paedophiles or other undesir-
ables to approachchildren,

On the samesubject, in the Oc-
tober EO Newsletter, Isobel Bogucki
(page 37) suggests that EO coordina-
tors bring ‘the presence of EO children
to the attention of the Area organiser
of the Truancy Watch’ and that copies
of the memo‘could becirculated to all

  



 
Truancy Watch continued
participating police officers and
EWOs."

Is she really suggesting that our
home-educated children's names be
held onfile by police and others so
that their education status can be
checked? Forgive meif | am wrong,
but | was under the impression that
registration for home-education was
not compulsory. Should we really be
encouraging this and in so doing has-
tening the relinquishing of ourlegal
rights? | consider myself fortunate in
that my local coordinators would never
dream of giving mychild's nameto the
police, LEA, or any other ‘authority’ - |
don't even have to ask

| also note that Christine Adey
(page 27) suggests we provide unac-
companied children or teenagers with
a'written statement’ giving ‘confirma-
tion’ of the child's status. Would
someonepleasetell me the difference
betweenthis and ‘Truancy Information
Cards’?

Not only this, but both Christine
and Isobel (pages 28 and 37 respec-
tively) suggest we inform ourselves of
dates andlocations of Truancy Watch
Patrols, Howeverwell-intentioned this
advice, and | am sure that both Chris-
tine and |sobel are only trying to be
helpful, should we not be looking at
the wider implications here? Are they
seriously suggesting that we organise
outings with our children to avoid these
‘blitzes’, that we deliberately curtail our
legal personal freedom asBritish
citizens/residents to go where and
when we choose? HasBritain become
a ‘Police State’? Or has EO gonesoft?
Suzan Howitt, 1 Hillside Cottages, Un-
derhill, Lympstone, Exmouth, EX8
5HQ

Truancy Watch and New
Powers
The new police power to remove tru-
ants from specified public places dur-
ing specified times is now in force
(Section 16 of the 1998 Crime and
Disorder Act). You maylive in an area
where truancy is not a big problem and
there will be no truancy watch patrols
or use madeofthe new police power.
However,it is worth remembering its
existence if you visit a large town at
any time.

The guidance for police and
LEAs that accompanies the new law
will now be finalised. At the time of
writing, there are concernsin the draft
guidance that would affect us. Objec-
tions about the concerns have been
made to the DFEE and Home Office
and these may have been addressed
The main concem wasthat the guid-
ance suggested that LEAs provided
home-educated children with a “letter
of confirmation” to be carried in a pub-
lic place and shown to a police con-
stable. Very strong objections have
been made about this and it is hoped
that any such reference has been re-
moved from the final guidance.
Whetheror not it has, LEAs have no
statutory authority to insist that you or
yourchild carry any form of local
government-authonsed identification
Please do not doit. To do so would be

to provide LEAs with an oppor-
tunity to argue for and attemptto en-
force formalregistration of home-
educated children

to undermine the authority and
responsibility of parents and place that
authority with LEAs

to condone any suggestion that

  



 
Truancy Watch continued from overleaf
the word of home-educated children
andtheir parents is not to be believed
if they indicate that they are educated
at home.

Evenif the suggestion has been
removed from the final version of the
guidance, some LEAs maytry to initi-
ate such a scheme anyway. You are
not answerable to your LEA for your
family's freedom of movement. You
can retain your own authority by pro-
viding your child with your ownletter of
explanation or a small card, such as
the one being offered by Choices in
Education, which was advertised in the
last newsletter. EO cards are also be-
ing produced by some local groups
and may beavailable to members na-
tionally.

If you are questioned by a po-
lice constable as a parent accompany-
ing a school-age child, and at the time
of writing, this is a possibility, your
verbal explanation should be sufficient.
If itis not, then | suggest you look him
in the eye, say you are sorry that he
doesn't believe you, and walk away

indignantly. You or another local mem-
ber could follow this up later with a
telephone complaint. | thinkit is im-
portantthat we insist on being treated
as honest, decentcitizens and do not
allow our freedomsto be eroded in the
interest of rounding up truants.

| had beentold by the DFEE
that parents could ask to be informed
aboutthe times and places that the po-
lice power would be used. There was
no encouragementin the draft guid-
ance for LEAsorthepolice to do this,
but the final guidance may be clearer.
Do bearthis in mind if you contact ei-
ther bodyfor information, but don't let
it stop you trying!

With any luck, we shouldn't be
too badly affected by the new power. If
you are, do something aboutit, let
someone know,for example a council
member, and between us, we can
keep an eye onthings.

Christine Adey (Dorset)

Home Schooling
I think home schooling is better than
going to school because | used to be a
home schooler, now | go to school.
Home schooling is better because you
don't have to just sit there, At school
they make yousit there all day. You
shouldn't have to doit because chil-
dren need more time outside playing or
inside doing games- doing what they
just want to do. They don't give us

enoughplaytime. It feels like two min-
utes. | always used to wonder what'sit
like going to school, and now wish|
hadn't wondered. | suggest, if you're
wondering what school's like, don't go
I'd have to do my mum's business so
it's 50% | will, 50%| won't stay on at
school at present
Kicki Spencer-Kay

  



FIVE DAYS ON THALATTA
These are excerpts from mydiary that|
kept while | was on a five day trip on
Thalatta. Thalatta is an old Thames
sailing barge which has been done up
to take assorted parties ontrips. | went
with a group of EO’ers from various
counties; Sandie Cottee, Heather and
Jamie McDonald, and Miriam, Naomi
and Natty Alcaraz-Stapleton to name
but a few. We sailed in rivers and
along the coast from Maldon Town
Quay in Essex to Queenboroughin
Kent. | also wantto say a big hi to eve-
ryone who wenton Thalatta this year;
we had a great time and | hopeI'll see
some of you next time there's a Tha-
latta trip.

Monday 31st August
Wesetsail at about 6. OOpm

leaving our parents on the quay-side
Just before we left we saw a seal
swimmingin the water. It went past the
boat, up the shore and some people
took photosofit.

We were divided up into two
teams, Port and Starboard. Girls (and
Jamie) in Starboard, and the boysin
Port. | was a bit apprehensive because
I'd never been on Thalatta before and|
didn’t know anybody.I'm writing this in
my hammock - | thought isobel was
joking when she told me you had to
sleep in hammocks!

Tuesday 1st September
It's 9.55am and the Port team

are washing upthe breakfast stuff. The
Starboard team had to washuplast
night - yuck! Wealso had to cook the
food this morning which isn't as bad as

Nv a

washing up afterwards, | suppose! We
had Linda McCartney sausages for
breakfast (which everyone joked were
made from 98% prime Linda). | slept
quite well in my hammock; no-onefell
out of their hammock in the night. |
wasa bit disappointed because that
would have been quite funny (maybe
not for them though!)

After breakfast we all helped to
wind up the anchor. It was hard work.
We're supposed to be sailing to
Queenboroughin Kent; we'll probably
getlost, but as long as we have a good
time, | don’t care! We're anchoring at
Brightlingsea today and we might go
ashore either there or East Mersea.

LATER:It's now 4.45pm and
we've just got back from our little ex-
pedition ashore. We wentto this island
in John and Jane (Thalatta’s two small
dingys) and played this wide game. We
divided up into two teams and you had
to capture the other team’s flag. It was
fun, but | cut my hand on stone.
Heather's and myjeansgot really
muddy, sandy and grass-stained where
we were crawling around.| hate to
think what our mumsare going to say
when we get home!

Afterwards we wentfor a walk
and we helped this man rescue three
cygnets that had got stranded. The
mantold us “Il only cameto go fishing!"
| got some wonderful pictures of a dis-
gruntled looking Ben and a very scared
looking Joe carrying a cygnet each
Whenwe gotback to the boat we had
sandwiches,crisps, tomatoes, fruit and
cakefor lunch. We ate up on deck
whilst we were sailing - it was really
cool.

  



 

Five Days on Thalatta continued from overleaf
Wednesday 2nd September

Only three daysleft - but | don't
want to go home! Everyone’s allowed
to have a goat steering Thalatta today.
Natty's steering at the moment- | hope
we don't crash! We're all going in
numberorder. I'm numberS - Natty’s
number5. Wesailed really close to
this old wreck. You could see three
masts sticking up out of the water. The
ship wascalled the ‘Richard Montgom-
ery’ andit was used to carry explosives
during W.W.II. Gary (the skipper) told
us that there wasstill explosives on
board which sparked off (what an awful
pun!) a load of questions from the boys
who wanted to know how close to the
wreck we would haveto sail for the
explosives to go off | said that
they couldn't, because every-
thing would be all soggy, The
boys informed methat that
wasa minor technical hitch.

| sat upon deck mostof
the day reading, writing and
Playing hangrnan with Miriam,
whoI've got quite friendly
with, | also watched for
marker buoys and wrote down
each one we passed. | was
interested to see which ones
we passed because the crew
used the buoysratherlike
street signs on the road. |
also had my go atsteering
the barge - | was awful!
Thursday 3rd September

We moored at Roches-
ter last night. It also pelted it
down yesterday evening, but
we had lovely weather today,
soit's not all bad. We went
ashore to Rochester today.
Everybody took the opportu-
nity to buy presents, choco-

late, postletters and postcards, and
phone home. Heather, Miriam, Bobby,
Naomi and me each put some money
towards buying little thank you pres-
ent for the crew (myidea). In the end
we boughta little windchime with a cat
on it. We got the cat one because we
felt Thalatta needed a ships cat. We
also wentto this free museum;it told
youall about the history of Rochester.
Weall gathered outside the museum
to take photos of everybody standing
by an old monumental water pump.
Five minuteslater a museumofficial
cameoutto tell us off We wentup to
Rochester castle and everybody took
lots of photos and did acrobatics on
the grass. Later on on the boat we had  



Five Days on Thalatta continued
the sails up. It was lovely and peaceful Last day! And you can't even
- especially as Joe and | had acompe- call it a day when we're meeting our
tition to see who could keep quiet the
longest. | managed 2hrs Imin 30secs,
but that was only because someone
spoke to me! Joe managed 2hrs
2rmins.

Whenwe anchored at Queen-
borough that evening we crabbed off
the side of the boat | can’t remember
how manycrabs weall caughtin the
end - about20,| think. We gave the
crew the windchimeat the table at din-
nerafter everyone had finished
eating.Theyreally liked it and decided
to call the cat Tinklebell.
Friday 4th September

—
HESFes '99

parents at 1100am on Queenborough
jetty, Afier breakfast this morning we
toasted marshmallows over candles on
the table. We were going to do them
on the beach over a campfire when we
landedat Brightlingsea, but Sandie
forgot the marshmallows!!! Everyone
had a really good time on Thalatta and
\'m definitely going to go next year!

Katie Morley, Golf Cottage, Cozens
Lane West, Broxbourne, Herts, ENIO
6QL. Age 1.4
(| was 13 when | went, but I'm 14 now)

| The Home Educators' Seaside Festival
Monkton Wylde, Dorset

Thursday 13th to Tuesday 18th May
Campingin 15 acre site with stunning views, woodland walks and
beach3 miles away. Lots ofactivities, music, games, marquees,

dancing, sand castle building and loads of free workshops. Free hotshowers, childrens’ play equipmentand disabled facilities. Cheap
vegan mealsavailable throughout the week. 3 miles from mainline
station and half mile from A35. Cost £30 per family. Caravans

available for hire, For programmebooklet and booking form please
send AS stamped SAE HESFes '99 PO Box 5 Belvedere DA17
5ZU Contact Andy 0171-813 5907 <aannd@memail.com>

   



 

Reviews
Educating Children at
Homeby Alan Thomas
(Cassell, 1998)
At the end of a three-hourcar journey,
my husband sarcastically commented
that it was nice to have a conversation
with me. He wenton to say thatit
would've been pleasantif I'd pulled my
nose out of Alan Thomas’ book just
once during thetrip. What could | say -
| just can’t put a good book down.

Educating Children at Homeis
the result of a study of 100 home edu-
cating families in Australia and Britain

Alan Thomaspresentshis find-
ings in a readable formatthat avoids
the trap that many “experts” fall into,
i.e. “talking down"to the reader- here's
a bookthat didn't make mefeei that |
had to go running for the dictionary to
look up the meaning of every other
word

Various issues are discussed,
including some of the weaknesses of
classroom teaching, reasons for home
educating, how parents go about
teaching their children, literacy, maths
and... (wait forit) ... socialisation

Thomas provides detailed ac-
counts of both formal and informal
learning. He gives examples of meth-
ods employed by parents, and reasons
for people becoming less formal in
their approach to home education

One section particularly focuses
on the more informal aspects of home
education based on excerpts from an
in-depth study of one child and arrives
at some (reassuringly) positive conclu-
sions,

Lots of quotes from the families
in the study are used. This gives real

meaningto the book - asif these peo-
ple are somehowspeakingdirectly to
the reader.

If you are struggling to explain
your hows and ‘whys of home educa-
tion to friends andrelatives, this should
be the book you give them to read.

Alan Thomas has generously of-
fered this book to EO members at a
discountedprice. If you wouldlike a
copy please send a cheque (made
payable to Education Otherwise)for
612.99 to: 85 Coleridge Road, London,
N8 SEG
Beverley Young, Lancashire

Physical Fun
lf you have never come across the Un-
cle Albert books by Russell Stannard,
you are missing a mind bending expe-
rience, | cannot believe that my then six
year old and | grasped Einstein's spe-
cial theory ofrelativity through a story
book. Although someofthe details flew
acrossthe top of our heads, the basics
are in there, explained so entertain-
ingly, that we shall reread these books
again and again. Uncle Albert sends his
niece Gedanken to explore the smallest
particles in Uncle Albert and the Quan-
tum Quest, where Gedanken meets
characters from Alice in Wonderlandin
a sub-atomic world. She rushesoff in a
spaceship at nearly the speed oflight,
butstill makes it to lunch, in the Time
and Space of Uncle Albert. There are
other books in the series available as
well, including Black Holes and Uncle
Albert.

 



Reviews continued
‘They are good because they are half
story and half real.’ Kicki Spencer-Kay.
Uncle Albert and the Quantum
Quest, by Russell Stannard, pub-
lished by Faber and Faber ISBN
0-571-17344-6 Easily available in
bookshops.
Reviewed by Barbara Kay

Some thoughts about
software I like:
| love Science (Dorling Kindersley
Family Library): This program is about
science in three rather static worids,
named Al's Kitchen, Mo's Workshop
and Rosie's Treehouse. | enjoyed Al's
kitchen the most because it is aboutall
the things| like such as chemistry, bak-
ing and mixing different particles to-
gether, When you have collected so
manystars after you have completed
each activity you canprint a certificate
and instructions for an experiment. |
also enjoyed Mo's Workshop because|
like things such as heat and energy

Marathon,Marathon Il and
MarathonInfinity (Bungie): Marathon
is one of the best arcade games
around. In it you have to fight and pro-
gress against hordesof aliens in a
maze of corridors. With Marathon In-
finity you also get to design your own
mazes ! It doesn't have a"15” rating
(age recommendation) but it does have
a lot of gore and blood.

Creatures (Cyberlife): This is
one of my favourite programs.In Crea-
tures you get to create your ownartifi-
cial life forms called Noms on the
computer! Theyarejustlike real hu-
mans and can die so you have to look

after them well or they will die of star-
vation or a terrible disease orbe killed
by the Grendels.| call every Grendel|
see Greg because they look so sweet
and| look after them too ! | have also
tried to make the Grendeis and Norns
friends instead of enemies but | have
never succeeded. Nornswill breed with
each other sometimes but you cannot
tell when.

The Logical Journey of the
Zoombinis (Broderbund): Zoombinis
arelittle creatures from another World.
They haveto journey across lots of
dangerous places and you must use
logic to help them to safety, for exam-
ple there are TreeTrolls that eat pizza
and need different toppings each time
you go there and you have to work out
which ones.| think they are one of the
funniest but least difficult creatures you
confront

HyperStudio (Roger Wagner:
TAG Developments): In HyperStudio
you get to create a program called a
“stack”. Although you maybelieve this
is a stack of programsit is actually just
one. You create the program by using
tools, such as painting and drawing
tools, buttons that you create, and
scripting in HyperLogo, a programming
language. You can import photos,clip
art and sounds. We used someof our
own photos to makeaninteractive
program about France and ourholiday
there. | also did some animation with
HyperStudio. It is relatively easy to use
and certainly easier than some other
programming languages such as C++
or ChipmunkBasic.

Mighty Maths Number Heroes
(Edmark): In this program there are
four activities including fractions, prob-
ability, arithmetic and geometry. They
are all done in fun wayslike setting off

  



 

Reviews continued from overleaf
fireworks in different colours in frac-
tions, for example 1/3 red and 2/3
green. The arithmetic is presented in
the way of a quiz against another
player from the computeror the home
audience such as my mother ! In the
probability section there is a character
called Handsome Chance and you use
his probability machine to makelots of
action figures, from 10 to 100,000, of
him in different outfits. In the geometry
section there is a geoboard on screen
and you can create your own geornet-
ric designs or answer questions about
angles and shapes.

Magic School Bus Series
(Explores the Human Body, Ex-
plores the Ocean, Explores the Solar
System, Explores the Age of the Di-
nosaurs, Explores Inside the Earth
and Explores the Rainforest) (Mi-
crosoft): These are brilliant programs
where you get to explore various
Places, play games, do experiments
and find out things with Miss Frizzle
andherclass.| like the Magic School
Bus books and the television series as
well.

Hollywood (Theatrix): In this
program you create plays. You type in
what you wantthe characters to say
and how you want them to move and
you can give them little animations to
do too. | typed in some of Romeo and
Juliet and | typed in some nonsense
and the characters said exactly what|
had written.

3D Movie Maker(Microsoft): In
this program you can create“films” in-
stead of plays and you can make very
realistic things happen such as space-
shipsfiring laser guns and people
fighting and also all sorts of other crea-
tive stuff.

My Amazing Human Body

(Dorling Kindersley): This is pre-
sented by a skeleton (with insides
showing)called Seemore Skinless.
Seemore Skinlessis very funny and he
doesall the kinds of things we do such
as taking a bath, swimming, eating,
cooking, reading, sleeping and drink-
ing. You can learn all about the body
by looking at his skeleton andhis in-
sides, by prodding them, scanning
them and sometimes doing things with
them such asfilling his lungs with air or
drilling his teeth.
Reviewed byTristan Bedish, 6 Ton-
bridge Road, West Molesey, Surrey,
KT8 2EL
email: tristan@bedish.demon.co,uk

If you are interested in children’s rights,
then John Holt’s Escape from Child-
hood,is well worth obtaining. Possibly
his mostradical work, it questionsall
the assumptions we have aboutchil-
dren and what they can do. Thefol-
lowing extracts, from Chapter 17 The
Right to Vote, gives a small sample of
his ideas. Loveit or hateit, this is a
challenging book.

‘Though we will most probably
lowerthe voting age a year or two ata
time,ultimately, | want the right to vote
for people of any age. No one should
be left out.’

‘Most people assumethatif
young people voted they would vote
foolishly, ignorantly, for trivial reasons
| don’t think their reasons for voting
would be any worse than those of
many people who now vote, and often
might be better. But evenif it were cer-
tain that young people would vote
more unwisely than most orall adults,

 



 
Reviews continued
this would notbe a sufficient reason to
deny them the vote.

There is much evidence that
enormous numbers of people who now
vote do so out of deep ignorance and
for the mostfrivolous andfoolish of
reasons.”

Escape From Childhood, John
Holt, published by Holt Associates,
1995. ISBN 0-913677-04
Obtainable from Holt Associates, 2269
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge,
MA 02140, USA
Phone 001 617 864 3100 fax 001 617
864 9235 email HoltGWS@aol.com
Reviewed by Barbara Kay

‘The End of Education’
 

Neil Postmanis a professor at New
York University. He has written several
books including ‘Amusing ourselves to
death’ which is an excellent commen-
tary ontelevision's effect on society,
‘The disappearance of childhood’,
‘Teaching as a subversive activity’ and
‘The end of education’ which | have
recently finished reading and heartily
recommend for the following reasons.
He revealsthe faults in the school sys-
tem that manyof us are aware of and
adds to ourresolve to teach otherwise.
Most schools havedifficulty in simply
providing students with nutritious
lunches, he says. “Does school create
a public imbued with confidence, a
sense of purpose, a respectfor learn-
ing and tolerance” asks Postman and
goes on to answera clear “No”, There
is very little tolerance for error in the
classroom. Thatis one of the reasons

why manystudentsare reluctant to
speak, are nervous, cheat. In varying
degrees being wrong is a disgrace

He writes that there must he a
reasonfor learning. There's no surer
wayto bring an end to schooling than
forit to have no reason. The purpose
of schooltoday is to prepare children
for competententry into the economic
life of a community. There wasa time
when educators became famousfor
providing reasons for learning; now
they become famous for inventing a
method. Theidea is to teach the
young how to makea living not how to
make alife. In doina this the emnhasis
is on.He develops how schoolis noto-
rious for neglecting to mention, let
alone study, some of the more impor-
tant events in human history or some
of the important things we take for
granted, For example the use of lan-
guage: his teacher taught that the im-
portantthing about languageis to
knowthe difference between “he don't”
and “he doesn't’ and to spell correctly
But in changing our speech, we would
be changing our politics, our taste, our
passions,our sense of beauty, even
our loyalties. Would such changes al-
ienate us from ourparents,relatives
andfriends? Is there something wrong
with being from the “working class"?
What new prejudiceswill become
comfortable and whatold ones despi-
cable! In seeing the world through the
prism of new waysof speaking, would
we be better or worse These are mat-
ters that should be at the heart of edu-
cation

On the subjectof testing he
says: In schools tests are given to de-
termine how smart someoneISor,
more precisely, how much smartness
someone HAS.!f on an IQ test one

  



Reviewscontinued from overleaf
child scores a 138 and another a 106,
the first is thought to HAVE more
smartness thanthe other. But this
seems to be a strange conception -
every bit as strange as “doing” arthritis
or “having” criminality. | do not know
anyone who HAS smartness. The
people | know sometimes ‘do’ smart
things and sometimes ‘do’ dumbthings
- depending on whatcircumstances
they are in, how much they know about
a situation and how interested they
are. Smartness, so it teems to me, is a

specific performance done in a particu-
lar set of circumstances.It is not
something you ARE or HAVE in meas-
urable quantities.

| hope you enjoyed this small
sample of Postman’s writings andwill
go on to read more.
The End of Education, Neil Postman
Reviewed by Helen Donaldson, Do-
mus, Crossheads, Colwich,Staffs
ST18 OUG

 

Contacts
Off to Devon
Wewill be moving to the Devon area
early next year ('99) and will be finally
taking the plunge with home educating
my daughter Rachael (12)

Weare seeking other home
educating families in the Devon area
who are sensitive, spiritually aware,
soul-centered and into self empower-
ment, for friendship, fun and support.
Karen Mann, Rachael Mann and Pauli
Walsh, 2 School Court, East Street,
Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex CO12 3AS

North Yorkshire... or Anywhere!
We have recently joined EO and have
a 2 year old son whowill be “Educated
Otherwise” ! We have just moved to
Whitby and | would love to hear from
anyonewith children of a similar age
preferably from the North Yorkshire
area - althoughI'll write to anyone from

32

anywhere. So please drop mea line
Leanne Osgerby, 28 Bracken Close,
Eskdale Park, Whitby, N. Yorkshire,
YO22 4HP

Desperately Seeking Somewhere
(Soon)
Help - We (Sue, Katie, Dexter the dog,
Crumb and Thumperthe ducks) need
somewhereto rent. If anyone has, or
knows of, a house/cottage available
long term at a reasonable price please
would they contact us. We ideally need
room for studying and studio/workshop
space and large garden | Also,if
anyonefeels like sending uslocal pa-
pers with accommodation ads, we'd be
happyto refund their expenses.
Sue and Katie Hallah,78 Lowndes
Way, Winslow, Bucks. MK18 3ELTel.
No. 01296 714949

 



Letters
Dear E.0.

In July this year (1998), we with-
drew ourtwelve year old son from
school. Having heard how some
L.E.A.’s respond to home education,
we were little worried at what we
might have to face ourselves.In fair-
ness, ourlocal L.E.A.'s attitude was
positive and helpful. In theirinitial letter
of confirmation of our home education,
they offered us access to the School's
Library Service. We can now borrow
six items at a time, on a monthly loan;
or popin daily and change them if we
wantto; at no cost what so ever. We
were also given E.O, details as well as
another home education service

Recently, | asked my local li-
brary if we could extend our book al-
lowance of 12 for adults, and eight for
children, as we were a home educating
family. | was given a specialticket
whichallows us to borrow up to 20
booksat a time on a three month loan,
with nofines for late return. | would not
have been aware ofthis serviceif |
hadn't inquired.

Would any home educators like
to keepin touch with me as pen friends
? Having always enjoyed this sort of
correspondence,it would be a nice
way to extend support as | home edu-
cate my sonin his first term away from
school

Keep up the good work with
EO
Linda Robertson, 33 Gorse Avenue,
South Shields, Tyne and Wear, NE347PP

Dear EO Members,
After reading Sarah Eastol's

letter in the October newsietter, | real-
ised that | am not the only personfeel-
ing in a bit of a dilemmaat the mo-
ment. | have two children, a 3 year old
boy and a 17 monthgirl. It has always
been my intention to home educate
them, but | have now reached a stage
where my little boy is starting to feel
lonely, as all his friends are now in
nursery school or playgroup. Heis
now the oldest person in the mother
toddler group andis slowly running out
of companyin his own age group. |
find that | am concerned that he is go-
ing to start feeling ‘different’ soon,
when he becomes more aware that he
is not attending playgroup and nursery
whenhisfriendsare.

| was wonderingif there are any
other EO members with similar age
children, who would be interested in
meeting up in London, on a regular
basis, to participate in activities suit-
able for ‘preschoolers’ (for want of a
better phrase). | regularly take my
children up to the science museum,as
they love the hands on sections andall
the buttons to push | Also, we go upto
Regent's park and occasionally the
London Aquarium

Would anybody out there be in-
terested in meeting up with us ? Or
are there any people out there whoal-
ready meet up with under5's. If so,
please feel free to get in touch.
Yours sincerely,
Linda Hutchby, 24 Steven's Close,
Epsom, Surrey. KT17 4RG Tel. No
01372-748454
Email yevO9@dial.pipex.com
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Letters continued from overleaf
Dear E.0.,

I think Chris Satonis (EO News-
letter Oct 98 p 44) has missed the
point about the Sth conceptof the Lib-
ertarian Family Network (EO Newslet-
ter Aug 98 p 49)it is not ‘sexist’ to
state that “sexism.....is conveyed more
strongly by fathers”. Sexism is a situa-
tion of prejudice and discrimination
against one sex class, women, by an-
other, men. The fact is, welive ina
male-dominated society - womenlive
under male supremacy. However
‘anti-sexist' a man mightbe, heis still a
memberof the powerfulclass.

In two parent (heterosexual)
families, women are already committed
to parenting. What needs to changeis
for men to be more committed or
committedat all

If each family arose spontane-
ously and complete out of primordial
chaos,with nohistory, either for indi-
viduals, or for human society, then
maybe Chris Satonis’ objections would
be valid. However, LFN appears to be
looking at ways of changing the here
and now, which has deeproots in male
supremacy. “Parents.....will be explor-
ing ways to challenge the inherent
sexism.....within society.” Sexism
doesn't just come from parents butit is
one source which we, as parents, are
in a position to changeradically
Yours sincerely,

Donald A. Purves, 52 Hill Top Mount,
Leeds, LS8 4EW Tel No, 0113 249
W711

Dear Education Otherwise,
lam a 13 year old girl who, until

last year, went to school. still want to
continue with IGCSEs and have a tutor
whois wonderful, but has never taught
anyone IGCSEsbefore. | was wonder-
ing if anybody who has been through
IGCSEsas a pupil or teacher could
give me any advice. I'd also like to
consider taking Maths, History, English
Lit and English Language early. Any
advice would be extremely helpful, and
you can also ring me on :01491
572244 or fax me on: 01491 413178.

Yours sincerely,

Sophie Green, Benhams,Fairley,
Oxon, RG9 6JG

Dear Friends,
| am a former memberof E.O.

While | have chosen,afterall, to edu-
cate mychildren in school, | remain
supportive of the aims of your organi-
sation

| have followed, with interest,
the recent debate about whetherthere
should be homework for primary
schoolchildren. For me, the argument
should not be about whether school
children need home-based learning,
but about how learning at home can
be effective

Home-based learning need not
be a carbon copy of school-based
learning: indeed, a school methodology
does not work at all well at home(if
indeed it worksat all). School teach-
ers are not experts in home-based
learning, and | feel resentful when they
seek to prescribe how mytime at
homewith my children should be
spent; especially since my children are
all achieving very well

! would like schools to see that

 



 

Letters continued
a different kind of learning at home can
successfully complement the school
environment. My own philosophy hasbeen to follow my children's own moti-
vation and initiative in their learning,
engaging with them in their chosen ac-
tivities. This has resulted in children
whoare confident of their own ability to
lear

Education Otherwise has a
wealth of experience and expertise in
home-based learning which can inform
the rest of society at this point, and |
wondered whether you have seen the

opportunities in the recent debate to
further your own campaign.| feel con-
cemedthat if school has proved inef-
fective as a meansof educating our
children, the only solution the govern-
mentcanfind is to produce more of
the same ! Let's not have our homes
turned into schools as well !

All power to your elbow !
Best wishes

Christine Hyde, 116 Woodbridge Road
East, Ipswich. Suffolk, IP4 5QJ_ Tel.
No. 01473 728764

 

Co-Ordinator’s Update
Resgnations
W.Yorkshire Diane Green
Wirral Carol Murphy
W.Midiands Dee Westbury
Cheshire Bernard Smith

New Acting Co-ordinators
Cambridgeshire Debbie & Andrew
Owen 01733 239384 (not as in
contact list.)

Eva O'Rorkeis considering the W.
York vacancy. If anyone else is also

interested please contact the co-
ordinators secretary

Areas needing a
co-ordinator
Cheshire, Glos.South, Grampian,
Gwynedd, Hertfordshire, Humberside.
Isle of Man, Strathclyde, Tayside, W.
Midlands, W Yorkshire.

Whynot find out more aboutthe role
from
Isobel Bogucki 01403 261178

 

Hush, hush, It’s the literacy hour
Twoteacherssitting in the kitchen gulped when they heard their seven year oldtell their four year old who has just started school: "I'm the teacher, you're thechild - you can't speak to me becauseit's the literacy hour.”
from TES 16 October 1998, page 17 - Letters Page, submitted by BeverieyYoung.

 

 



 

REGIONAL DIARY
EVENTS ORGANISERS PLEASE
REMEMBER, WHENGIVING FULL
DETAILS OF ACTIVITIES, THAT THE
NEWSLETTER CAN BE READ BY
PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF
EO.
All regular meetingslisted below will
now be automatically included in
every issue. Please notify the
Newsletter Co-ordinator of any
changes.
BATH
Hedgehogs meet for a wide variety
of outings and events.
Contact: Jo Ball & Andy Hannen,

25 Larkhall Place BA1 6SF
Ros 01225 471253

BERKSHIRE
Wednesdays- Ice skating at John
Nike Leisure Centre, Bracknell, 2pm -
4pm £1.50 including lesson & skate
hire. Show EOcardat reception.
Fridays - Indoor and outdooractivities
at Woodford Park, ,1.30pm - 4pm,
Contact: Pat Connor 0118 9662123

2, Whitegates Lane, Reading
RG6 1ED

Home Learners Group every Monday
forvisits, walks, picnics etc &
alternate Thursdays at Legoland
Contact: Liz 01344 420235

BRISTOL
Alternate Mondays - Ice skating
Alternate Tuesdays - Swimming at
Bishopsworth Pool, 1.30 - 2.30
Fridays, Totterdown YMCA,10.45-
2.00, term timeonly.
Contact: Kathy Nott 0117 966 8265

BUCKS (SOUTH)
Fortnightly meetings in a church hall,
crafts and otheractivities, £2 per
session.
Contact: Trish 01494 783 398

CAMBRIDGE
Regular monthly meetings at St
Matthews Church Hall, nr Grafton
Centre.
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Fridays 5-8 yrs, French group
(Alliance Francaise £3.50), shared
lunch, music group (£2.50)
Contact: Penny 01223 322703
Monthly at Alconbury, activities run
by Christian group. All welcome
Contact: Audrey Hill 01480 219681

CLEVELAND & DURHAM
Last Wednesdayof the month
Contact: Pauline 01642 55 628

CORNWALLContact: Anna Wheeler 01209 890378
DERBYSHIRE
Wednesdays - 11am-3pm
1* Wed Watermeadows, Mansfield
(swimming), 2" Wed, Atlow nrAshboume,3" Wed, Matlock area,4" Wed Long Eaton area
Contact: Trevor Denyer 01629 56609

DEVON
Contact: Sammy& Nick Vidal-Hall

01548 830716
Linda & Paul Hitchman
01392 660216

DEVON PLYMOUTH
Alternate Wednesdays/Thursdays.
Swimming& ice skating, 12 noon
£1.50/person/child (under 5s free)
Contact: Sandra 01752 408362

Kim 01752 223906Debbie 01752 480901
DEVON EAST/DORSET WEST
Fortnightly meetings at Monkton
Wyld Court. Activities + grounds toplayin.
Contact: Habiba 01297 561070

Lisa 01297 445685
for activities list

DORSET (BOURNEMOUTH)
Weekly meetings and visits
Contact: David Dow! 01202 763688

88 Westcliff Rd Westbourne
Bournmouth BH4 8BG (SAE

ESSEX
Essex Epicycle gives details of all
events. £2.50 for 4 issues.



Contact: Sandie Cottee 01268 73325
17 south View Rd, Rettendon,
Chelmsford CM3 8DX

FIFE
Outings & get togethers
Contact: Karen Spy 01337 830976

HEREFORD AND WORCESTER
Second Wednesday of each month
at Yvonne Rowse’ house, near
Kidderminster.
Last Wednesday, Jane Charles and
Chris Harper's house near Malvern.
Contact: Yvonne Rowse 01209 400750
HERTFORDSHIREFortnightly Thursdaysin HatfieldContact: Jeffrey Benge 0181 442 7528
ISLE OF WIGHT
2" Saturday, gatheringAworkshop
Weekly activities at Newport Youth
Club 10am - 1pm
Contact: Rachel 01983 872997

Alison 01983 563862

KENT
Regular meetings & activities:
Canterbury -
Contact: Janet 01227 454309
Bishopsbourne -
Contact: Sarah 01304 812859
Barming -
Contact: Jean 01622 820206
Dartford -Contact: Angie 0181 3007238
Kington “Young Explorers” parent led
lessons,activities
Contact: Teresa 01843 850389
Events list available.
Contact: Send sae to Amanda Mackenzie

16, Brambletree Cotts, Borstal
Rochester,ME1 3TN,

LANCASHIRE
Monthly in Bolton, St Johns Hall,
Darwen,
Contact: Angelika Walter 01254 603 497

108 Tockholes Rd, DarwenBB3 1LL (SAE please)
LEICESTERSHIRE
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Monthly meetings at Friends Meeting
House,Leicester plus meetings at
homes,visits, newsletter etc.Contact: Lucy Chariton 0116 2592118
LONDON
CHOICE- newsletter covering events,
info, views in London & SE £4.50pa
Contact: PO Box 5, Belvedere DA17 52UAngie 0181 300 7236

Andy 0181 306 0168
http://choice.memail.com

com>
Mondays(alternate)Hubert House,
Dartford. Playing, projects, garden,
Contact: Angie 0181 300 7236

Andy 0181 306 9999
Tuesdays - 11am Chissold Park
playground.
Contact: Charlotte 0171 254 0419
Wednesdays -Honor Oak playgound.
Contact: Keith Hertog 0181 776 859
Fridays - 11 - 2, Dartford Hall.
Garden,art room, dining room.
Contact: Mary or Andy 0181 306 0168

MANCHESTER
Bi-weekly at Peel Moat Sports
Centre, Stockport. Sports, games, soft
play, gym (over 16’s).£1.10 per child.
Monthly Art Classes at Stockport Art
Gallery and meeting at Friends
Meeting House for older children.Contact: Gil Wilson 0161 442 8723Computing Skills,1" & 2” Sats at
Moore family's home.Limited places.Contact: Karen 01204 573136
NORFOLK
NEONgivesdetails of all events. £1
plus four large saes.
Contact: Ali Willer 28 Cozens-Hardy RdSprowston, Norwich. NR7 8QF
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Tuesdays & Fridays weekly activities
and visits including Kingsthorpe
Community Centre, Museums,Parks,
Wacky Warehouse,factories etc
Contact: sae to Mr & Mrs F Benham

OXFORD
Weekly meetings - 267 Marston Rd.

  



 
Classesin Art,(all ages) Philosophy
(over 8's) German,(all ages)
Fortnightly, Science Theory &
Speakers Comer.
Monthly, parents meetings
Contact: Wendy Plested 01865 514973

SUFFOLK
Meetings every 3 weeks with grant-
aided professional workshops.
Contact: Sarah Guthrie 01379 783678

SURREY
Fridays- Ice skating at the Spectrum
4.30-2,30, £2.35 (+65p for group
lesson).
Tuesdays- fortnightly visits, walks etc
around Guildford. (SAE please)
Contact: Penny Meader, 11 ThompsonsCl,

Pirbright, Woking GU24 0JG

SUSSEX
There is something happening nearly
every day,
Contact: |sobel Bogucki 01403 261178

Anne Rix 01435 862794
Tuesday Club at Lindfield
Contact: Liz Evans 01444 414058
Monthly Newsletter/ Events List -
£8pa or £4 for 6 months, chequesto
ESEOplease
Contact: Lyndon Pugh, The Barn,

Mongers Farm, Barcombe,
Lewes BN8 5BQ

TAYSIDE
Lots of different activities each month.
Contact: Catriona Morrison 01382 864930

TYNESIDE
Monthly meetings,visits, activities etc
Contact: Linda Robertson 01911 4567007

WALES
Mondays- Cardigan area, meetings &
outings nr Newport
Contact: Anne Pope 01239 710905Monthly meetingsin Llanelli/
Swansea area.
Contact: Sue Haggerty 01269 861902
Weekly meetings in NE Wales /
Borders area.

Contact: Genny Bove 01978 757489
49 Westminster Rd, Moss
Valley, Wrexham LL11 6DH
£2 for a year'slisting

WEST MIDLANDS
e Birmingham

Alternate Mondays - 10am - 4pm,
St Paul's Venture, Malvern St (A-Z.
p90, 2B). Grassed playground,
urban farm, football pitch, indoor
space. £1 per family plus 50p per
child. Drinks (tea, coffee, squash)
provided, bring packed lunch.
Contact: Rod Drury 01384 349064

Dee westbury 01527 452329
Last Wednesday of each month
10.30 -12.30, Centre for the Child.
Central Library. Three multimedia
computers.
Contact: Rod Drury 01384 349064

* Dudley - Wolverhampton
Third Friday of each month, 10.30
- 3.30, Cotwall End Nature Centre,
Dudley,20 acre site with walks,play
areas, ponds, Wildlife, heated
room. £1 per family + 50p per child.
Contact: Rod Drury 01384 349 064

« Walsall
First Thursday, 1.30 - 3.30
Contact: Penny Clarke 01922 745465

YORKSHIRE, NORTH & EAST
Regular meetings & visits etc
Contact: Meraylah Allwood 01904 448643

Jemergram @ zetnet.co.uk

YORKSHIRE - WEST
Outings & activities
Contact: Diane 01484 846946
First & third Wednesdays 10.30 -
1.00, Ground Floor Centre, Hebden
Bridge. Otheractivities arranged
Contact: Katherine 01422 644459
Last Thursday of each month 11,00 -
4,30 at the Civic Centre, Huddersfield.Contact: Diane 01484 846946

Clare 0113 2690061
Second Friday of the month, 1.00 -
4.00at Moortown Baptist Church, King
Lane, Leeds. £2 per family.
Contact: Judith 0113 2265515

Clare 0113 2690061

 



 

Notices
Membership Cards
All members who have received this
newsletter from the normal mailing run
(printed sticky label on brown enve-
lope)will have received a membership
card for 1999 in the envelope. Please
note that the expiry date of your
card no longerreflects the expiry ~
date of your membershipsoit’s
importantto look out for yourre-
newalletter in the normal way when
it is due or make a note of your
standing order payment date.
Please start to use this new card im-
mediately as this will establish continu-
ity at the places we all visit regularly. If
you lose your card or have discarded
the envelope please send a stamped
addressed envelope to :
58 Brindley Close, Wembley, HAO 1BS
Janet Wilkinson Database Secretary

Credit Cards
A reminderthat our credit card facilities
are up and running and you can buy
books, join or renew by credit card if
you wish

Volunteers Needed
1. Someone who|s good at keeping
accurate records to deal with our
banker's orders. This is a small job
with about 8 bankers’ orders a month
which need to be sent off to the banks
promptly. It would be usefulif this per-
son. once familiar with the job, could
also take on the covenants where ac-
curate record keepingis particularly
important

2. Someone to hold a copy ofthe Di-
rectory of Grant Making Trusts to study
it for possible sources of income(e.g.
national phoneline, resources centres)
then, with my help, make applications
to selected Trusts. This is an ongoing
job.

3, Someoneto do research into the
best type of phone line for our enquiry
line and wnte some recommendations
for the Council meeting on 6th Feb.
The 0891 code has changed to 0900 1
and | have had a numberof sugges-
tions but no time to follow them up

Please contactPriscilla Park Weir
(Treasurer) for more information on
any of the above.

Resource ide
The Resource Guide answers such
questions as - what have you really en-
joyed or found useful? Althoughit sat
still for a yearit is now growing again

For a copy, please send £6
which also covers postage and packing
to
Barbara Edwards, 12 Oxford Road,
Guildford, Surrey, GU1 3RP

Tele-discussions
| am going to run two kinds oftele-
discussions, one for philosophy and
values, and the otherto coverthe nuts
and bolts of home education. My own
inputis free, so the cost is your own
telephonebill plus about £2 per ses-
sion to cover the hire of the bridge
(which allows 10 or 20 people to be on

 
 



 

Notices continued from overleaf
the phone at onetime.) You do not
need a computer, just an ordinary, old
fashioned telephone (not cordless or

mobile). For further details, please con-
tact Barbara Edwards, 01483 832250
or becoach@compuserve.com
 

 

 

G.C.S.E.’s THROUGH
CORRESPONDENCE

I have compiled a database of
establishments offering
G.C.S.E.’s via correspondence.
If anyone wishes to have a copy,
| would be verypleased to fax
or e-mail it to you. (Alterna-
tively, please send an S.A.S.E.
to the address below) | am very
keen that this database is kept
up-to-date, so if after reading it
you know ofany moreplaces
offering G.C.S.E.’s in this way,
please let me know!
WARNING! Database format
c. 16 pages, list format c. 11.
Ann Charles,
6 Bridewell Street, Wymond-
ham, Norfolk, NR18 OAR
e-mail
 

 
Doing It Their Way.

The Theory and Practice of
Autonomous Education.

1 am currently doing some research
for a book which will be published by
Educational Heretics Press. If you
home educate in an autonomous
style and would be interested in
helping by answering some ques-
tions please contact me by snail or
electronic mail
Any material that is used will not
compromise the privacy of children
or families who have contributed
Thanks in advance
Jan Fortune-Wood
St Barnabas Vicarage, Overgreen
Drive, Kingshurst, Birmingham B37
BEY
Email: Jan.FW@btintemet.com
  
  Design and Win a New EO T-shirt

The Winneris
Ashok Baruah, from Mansfield, Notts

Thanks to everyone who entered, the standard of
all the entries was amazing. Details of the new T-

shirts will be available soon.
Angie Pullin.
 

 

 
 



Notices and Advertisments
 

Family Weeks at Monkton Wyld
Court (Dorset)
February 14" — 19” 1999February 21% — 26" 1999
£140 Adults
£80 Children 5 — 15 years old
£45 Children 2 — 4 years old
(some concessions available)
Five days for all ages, with time to
enjoy the peace of the countryside.
You will also be very welcome to
initiate some activities for yourself.
Each family week will have a flavour
of its own with unique activities led
by different leaders.
For further details 01297 560342.

 
Ex teacher, science
graduate, experienced in
teaching chemistry to A
level, maths and sciences
to GCSE,offers tutoring
services involved in EO.
Direct tutoring available in
the Chelmsford area, also
postal/internet services.
Tel 017371 820824 e-mail
Richard.J.Frost@btinternet.

   
   Enquiries to

Tel 01865 554953 Fax 01865 553443
e-mail 100532. 1550@compuserve.com 

THE NON-STOP READER
can teach children to read within weeks

Whatreviewers and professional consultants have said aboutit:
splendid..,produced to very high standards

it is wonderful to see such a new andexciting reading program
very carefully planned. ..effective

a lovely understanding of and approach to children’s learning
my daughter (5) loved the book and wouldgetit out each night,

eagerto carry on
@ wonderful mixture of scholarship, wit and fun...

Non-stop Books, 26 Lanbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7AU

 
 

Advertising in the newsletter is free, but if you are running a business or hoping to profit from your
advert, please send an appropriate donation, Cheques should be made payableto ‘Education
Otherwise’ Remember, EOis run entirely by volunteers and has no income except members’
subscriptions. Advertisments should be limited to 50 words or less and sent (with any donation) to
the editor of the next issue. Advertisers who wish to discuss larger ads should contact the news-
letter co-ordinator
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Advertisements  
Wise Own Epvpucationa, SOFTWARE

PO Box 334 Abingdon OX14 2YB
Telephone 01235 - 529808
email wiseowlisw@aol.com

  
         

  

    

 

The only UK children’s sharewarelibrary, established 1991.
Specialising in educational programs and games (DOS,
Windows 3.1 & 95) for all PCs (XTs to Pentiums). 800titles
for 2-16+ years. 3%" & 5%" media. Free newsletter & advice.

*% Atoms Symbols & Equations £3 * Holiday Fun - 10
Educational Winter Games for ages 3-12 £9 * Early
Learning £9 * Xmas Clip Art £3 * Family Fun £3 *«

Special packs for 286, 386, 486s. UK Home Educator's Mail
Order Resource List can now be viewed on our WebSite.
   

http://members.aocl.com/wiseow!lsw/index.html  
Petts eeweeeeyHOME STUDY stored in
® Tuition offered in Maths up to

EDUCATION BOOKS : GCSE,English and German upto
# lower secondary,basicliteracy and
: numeracy, music(incl. recorder and
» piano) up to lower secondary.
F Extensive teaching experience in
: Steiner-Waldorf schools. Please
s Phone 01273 685 644
beeeeeeeee

We supply the largest choice of
childrens education and study books
in the UK. All major publishers and
specialist books, for pre-school,
primary and secondary education.
Home study materials for home
educated children. Friendly advice on
choosing the best study books for Services and products on these pages
your childs needs. Please call us for paveniestees endorsed by Education
more details on 01434 322372
 

 NEWSLETTER FOR JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES WHO HOME
EDUCATETHEIR CHILDREN

REGIONAL DIARY For a sample copy, please send four
CENTRAL LONDON 20p stamps and your address to:
Wednesdaysfor new support
activities group Louise English
contact: Amy 0171 371 6538 41 Queens Road

Horley
Surrey RH6 7AH      
  



 

Advertisments continued
 Truancy Information Cards.

‘These cards (Sem x 9cm) have been
produced by our Legal team for
children to carry when out on their
own. They state that the child is home
educated and police and LEA officials
have no power to detain him/her.
Education Act is quoted on other side.
They are not ID cards, there is no
space for a name.
Ifyou would like one send a stamped
SAE AND 2 x 2nd class stamps (to
cover cost of laminating) to;
Choice in Education , 192 Oid Farm
Avenue, Sidcup, Kent. DAIS 8AL    

Services and products advertised in these
pages have not been endorsed by Education
Otherwise

 
FULL TIME MOTHERS

Send SAE marted “Leaflet Pease” to:
Ful Time Mothers.
RO.Bex 166
lonces Sws SRE
Or phone — Now!— O1F4-2.6NSIs

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS HARO-WoRIANG Gaur
 

 

 
EDUCATING CHILDREN AT
HOMEby Allen Thomas

Offered to EO members at a
special price of £12.99 from;
85, Coleridge Rd, London N8SSEG
cheques made payable to Education
Otherwise. see page 23

 

CHOICE IN EDUCATION
Years subscription £5 00 make cheques or PO payable to

A Pullin, For sample copy send stamped SAE to
| The independent monthly publication for home educators

| CinE PO Box 5 Belvedere DAI7 SZU
| <choice he@memail.com> wwwchoice memail com
| Phone Angie 0181-300 7236 or Andy 0171-813 5907

 

Work becomes‘Child’s Play’
when Dad has a Toy Company

In the case of Dawson & Son, the son,
Louie, may be less than a yearold, but he
will be the company’s chief ‘test pilot’ for
many years to come
To receive our Mail Order Catalogue con-
taining over 200 traditional wooden toys,
games and puzzles, please contact Dawson
& Son, Brunel Court, Burrel Road, Stives
Huntingdon PE17 4LE
Telephone 01480 309 305, Website
www dawson-and-son. comBence seeeeeeeeeee

 

 
AWonderful ChristmasPresent
The Otherwise Club Presents

‘A Compilation of Selections to Help
Homebased Educators’

2nd Edition
Better Quality printing and new

quotes
£3.00 ine p and p

Send cheques payable to “The Otherwise Club
1 Crosley Road, London W9 3HH

The Otherwose Club is a Company Limtited ty Cuarantee
 

 

 
 

  



 

Advertisments continued from overieaf
 

 
Taking Children Seriously
Do your children yearn for genuine free-
dom — in their lives, not just in “educa-tion’? Are you looking for practical waysof improving your relationships withthem? TCS is a radical educational phi-losophy that goes far beyond the idea thatchildren learn best when following theirown interests. It represents a profoundcriticism of prevailing theories of educa-tion, and provides a positive alternative.
To subscribe, send a cheque (payable to
TCS)for £8 for 4 issues or £15 for 8 issues to
TCS, Ref E, 46 Latimer Grange, LatimerRoad, Oxford OX3 7PH. For other rates,
phone (0)1865 761817 (UK) or 416 947-6351
(USA)or email sales@TCS.ac. www.TCS.ac  

MODERNTIMES
documentary director
(BBCTV) would like to
speak to home-based
educating parents.
Forfurther details
contact Beverley
Young on 01772
492245.  

 

 

Andfinally a quote from brilliant
book.Ifyou canfind it, buy it!

When| first attended the Boston
Conservatory of Music, the clarinetist
Attilio Poto was one of my teachers.
Thefirst lesson he assigned me was a
bit more difficult than | was technically
ready for. After a weekofdiligent prac-
tice | still couldn't play it very well.
When| went for my second lesson,|
expected that Mr Poto would have me
spendat least another week practising
the same exercise. Instead, he as-
signed me the next exercise in the
book, which was even more difficult
than the one with which | had struggled
for the past week.

I spent the week attempting to
play the new exercise, and when the
time camefor my lesson | could not
playit very well. | suggested to Mr Poto
thatit was time to perfect my technique
by focusing on that exercise. Mr Poto
only smiled as he turned the page to
the next, and moredifficult, exercise in
the book

For three more weeks, | was
assigned progressively moredifficult

exercises to play, each of which | was
unable to play well after a week of
practice.

At the sixth lesson, Mr Poto
turned back to the very first exercise
he had assigned me - my exercise for
the first week - and asked meto playit.
Although | had not even lookedat that
exercise for the past five weeks, | was
able to play it well. He then tuned to
the second week's exercise and, again,
| was ableto play it well.

Had | spent six weeks attempt-
ing to perfect those first two exercises,
| would not have been able to play
them as well as | did that day

Mr Poto knew something about
assimilation that | was only beginning
to learn: one way to assimilate your
present step is by moving on to your
next step, even if you feel inadequately
prepared for that next step. When you
moveto your next step, you are some-
how ableto incorporate more than you
now know about your present step
The Path of Least Resistance, Rob-
ert Fritz, 1984, Stillpoint Publishing,
ISBN 0-913299-34-0
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Chair: Eleanor Stapetton
63 Sweet Briar Grove, Edmonton,
London N99LU Tel: 0181 8884 1368
Vice Chair: vacant
General Secretary: Lucy Chariton,
Church Lane Cottages, Newton Harcourt,
Leics,LE8 OFT Tel. 0116 2592118
Treasurer: Priscilla Park-Weir,
212 Gordon Avenue, Camberley, Surrey,
GU152NT Tel: 01276 22735
Database Secretary: Janet Wilkinson
58 Brindley Close, Wembley, London HAO 1BS
Tel 0181 998 3252
(subscription renewals, address changes,
newsletter mailing, membership cards etc)
Publicity Contacts:
Anita Jamal: 01904 645653
Beverley Young; 01772 492245
Newsletter Coordinator: Sue Hutchin,
Oakwood, SnoadHill, Bethersden, Ashford,
Kent TN26 3ED Tel/fax: 01233 820008
Coordinators’ Secretary: Isobel Bogucki,
20 Rusper Road, Horsham, West Sussex,
RH12 4BDTel. 01403 261178.
Single Parent Family Contact: Sarah Martin,
Rose Cottage, Three Holes Bridge, Wisbech,
Norfolk, PE14 9JR Tel: 01945 772336.
Special Needs: vacant
Research Contact:
Catriona Morrison 93, Blacklock
Crescent, Dundee.Tel: 01382 864930
School Phobia: Geraldine Adams
Tel: 01631 565551
GCSEContact: WendyPlested
Tel: 01865 514973
College Contact: vacant
Enquiries Secretaries Coordinator:
Eileen Wilson, 39 Tatenhill Lane, Branston,Burton-on-Trent, DE14 3EZ
Tel: 01283 532547

MembershipSecretaries Coordinator:
Pam Bellinger: 19 Fortescue Drive,
Chesterton, Bicester Oxon OX6 8UT
Tel. 01869 252701 (252701)
EO Stalis: Lucy Chariton, Church Lane
Cottages, Newton Harcourt, Leics
LE8 OFT Tel 0116 2592118
Stationery: Pam Bellinger EO stationery, re-
use labels (£2.50 per 100) leafiets, posters,
membership forms, car stickers and are
available from,19 Fortescue Drive, Chesterton,
Bicester Oxon OX6 BUT Tel 01869 252701(252701)
(Donations towards postage & printing welcomed)

Publications; Chris Harper
For details of EO publications,information
leaflets and back issues of newsletters, send a
SAEto; Badgers Holt, Birchwood, Storridge,Malvern, Worcs. WR13 SHA ( 01886 884740)
If you have had your publicationslist for a
while, ring Chris to check on the availability of
the items you want before ordering.

Council Members
Ifyou have a problem, contact your nearest
council member;
Christine Adey (Dorset)
Andy Archer (Leics)
Jude Ashley-Walker (Isle of Wight)
Pam Bellinger (Oxon)
tsobel Bogucki (Sussex West)
Lucy Chariton (Leics)
Jill Fisher (Leics)
Val Gommon (Bucks)Sue Hutchin (Kent)
Priscilla Park-Weir (Surrey)
Gary Podmore (Yorks)
Eleanor Stapleton (London-North)
Anne Wade(London Middx)
Bruce Wallace (Highlands)
Janet Wilkinson (Middex)
Beverley Young (Lancs)

iF YOUR NEWSLETTER DOES NOTARRIVE, PLEASE CONTACT THE
DATABASE SECRETARY TO CHECKIFYOU ARE ON THE DATABASE

 
 



 

 
educaticinotherwise

Education Otherwise is a membership organisation
which provides support and information for families whose
children are being educated outside school, and for those
whowishto uphold the freedom of families to take proper
responsibility for the education oftheir children.
Ourprincipal aimsare to:
* encouragelearning outside the school system;
* reaffirm that parents have the primary responsibility

for their children's education and that they have the
right to exercise this responsibility by educating them
out of school;

+ establish the primary right of children to havefull
consideration givento their wishes and feelings about
their education.

Forfurther information send an ASs.a.e. to:
P.O. BOX 7420

LONDONN9 9SG
-* HELPLINE 0891 518303

(calls charged at 50p per minute atall times. Recorded message,
~ average call length; 1- 2 minutes)

<http://www.netlink.co.uk/users/e_o/>
~  <e_o@netlink.co.uk>
  Printed by: Argraffdy Arfon, Penygroes, Caemarfon, Gwynedd. LL54 6LU Tel 01286 880322

This is printed on 100% recycled paper.
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