Tips For Children Learning A New Language

 
English as a second or foreign language is not something many children will be interested in, the same can be said for many languages, but some are. The most common reasons are they are involved in the Homes for Ukraine Scheme and want to adapt to English lessons, or they may be on an extended family visit from another country. Whatever their reason, there are plenty of ways you can support them as they learn a second language.
 
Read on to discover some tips to help you help them learn to read and write better in a second language…

English is the most commonly spoken language in the world, with more than 1.4 billion speakers globally. A lot of us choose to learn it and use it so we can interact with the UK, USA, and other native-speaking countries, but it’s also the language most used in business, international communications and diplomacy. 

However, not all children want to learn English. They may want to learn Ukrainian to support their new refugee friends or learn Italian to connect with a relative. Any child who knows an additional language will be at an advantage later in life and have more opportunities for professional development, so here are some ways you can support them in learning a new language:

1. Buy books in their chosen language
While they are not commonly found in bookshops, you can find dual-language reading books in many online stores or as free e-books. These books typically have the same simple story in two languages side-by-side to help students build fluency in their chosen new language. 

You can read along with them or leave them to read by themselves but finding them these books will go a long way to showing your support.

Comics are also another great option for reading in a new language. They can help those who are showing reduced interest or struggling to maintain motivation as they are more visual with exciting storylines and fewer words. 

2. Help them find music in their chosen language
K-pop has taken the music scene by storm recently with groups like Black Pink and BTS having catchy bi-lingual songs and dance moves to encourage interest, but there are thousands of other global performers to explore too. Music is a great way to learn about other cultures and enjoy yourself at the same time – even if you don’t fully understand the words.

Why not research with your child to find popular artists who sing in their chosen language, find versions of common nursery rhymes or look for covers of popular songs in this new language?

3. Learn with them
You don’t need to be as fluent as them, but learning the basic language or some common words alongside will allow you to have basic conversations, ask them questions and support their pronunciation of some words throughout the day. 

For example, you could try only referring to a specific food, item or activity in their new language throughout the day to help them understand its use and pronunciation better. Or ask them to count as they tidy up in their new language.

4. Encourage them to be consistent
Making their language learning part of their routine is a great way to ensure consistency. In formal UK primary schools, learning a second language is built into the Key Stage 2 curriculum to help support their development and understanding of the world. This is because longer-term, regular learning is key to retaining knowledge and more effective learning.

5. Make it fun
No one likes learning or doing something they don’t like or enjoy, so make sure you aim to help them keep their language learning fun and closely linked to their likes.

· If they like reading, encourage them to read more books or comics in their chosen language. 
· If they like dancing, make sure they have a good stock of music in their learning language.
· If they like being creative and artistic, see if you can find them a colouring book which features words from their new language.
· If they like watching films and TV, use streaming services to find their favourite shows and play them in their learning language.

Tools to help children learn another language
Outside of familial support and reinforcement, there are many programmes, websites, apps and tools available to help children learn a new language:

Duolingo 
Anyone can have a Duolingo account to help them learn a second language, but if you’re under 13, there are limits on some of the content to keep everything appropriate. Duolingo works based on short lessons and learning at the speed you like. There are challenges, leader boards, digital badges and more to encourage continuation, and it’s free.
Another alternative is Mondly.

Lyrics Training
This website hosts thousands of music videos in a karaoke format where you can write or choose the words you think are missing from the song. There are 13 different languages to choose from and loads of children’s songs and film soundtracks in a range of languages.

Amazon
There are many free kindle children’s books in another language available on amazon – even more if you have a Kindle Unlimited account. All you have to do is search for kids’ books in your language and filter by the kindle store.

Streaming services
Most streaming services are accessible to a range of cultures and languages, so you can choose the audio and subtitle language you want to watch it in. 

BBC Bitesize
If you’re English and looking to learn a language, BBC Bitesize offers support for learning Welsh, Irish, German, French, Gaelic, Mandarin and Spanish, though some are geared towards KS3 children. You can also explore one of the six languages on PBS Learning Media website.

Dedicated Apps
Fun Easy Learn and Learn Languages for Kids are two apps ideal for visual learners as there are games, illustrations and easy-to-follow short sessions to help them learn their chosen language.

Plus, there are loads more you can discover here in our resources section.

Helping a child learn a second language is a great way to help them be better prepared for later life and learn about the world, so get ready to encourage it when you can and support their learning however you can. 
 
